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'  Preface  to  the  quarto  edition  of  this  play,.  1609. 

A  never  writer,  to  an  ever  readen    Newes. 

Etemall  reader,  you  have  heere  a  new  play,  never  ftal'd  witli 
the  i^age,  never  dapper-dawM  with  the  palmes  of  the  vulger,  and 
yet  pamng  full  of  the  palme  comicall ;  for  it  is  a  birth  of  your 
braine,  that  never  under-tooke  any  thing  commicall,  vainely :  and 
were  but  the  vaine  names  of  commedies  changde  for  the  titles  of 
commodities,  or  of  playes  for  pleas ;  you  fhould  fee  all  thofe 
grand  cenfbrs,  that  now  iHle  them  fuch  vanities,  flock  to  them 
n)rthe  maine  grace  of  their  gravities :  efpecially  this  authors  com- 
medies, that  are  fo  fram'd  to  the  life,  that  they  ferve  for  the  moH 
co|i|mon  commentaries  ^  all  the  actions  of  4)tur  lives,  fb^'mg  fudi 
a  ^teritie  ^^d  pow^  %£  witte,  that  the  moH  diifVeafed  witn 
playes,  are  pleasd  with  his  commedies.  And  all  fuch  dull  and 
heavy  witted  worldlings,  as  were  never  capable  of  the  witte  of  a 
commedie,  comming  by  report  of  them  to  his  reprefentations, 
bave  found  that  witte  there,  that  they  never  found  in  them-felves, 
and  have  parted  better-wittie4  fhqii  tlu^y  came :  feeling  an  edge 
of  witte  fet  upon  them,  more  then  ever  they  dreamd  they  had 
braine  to  grind  it  on.  So  much  and  fuch  favored  fait  of  witte  is  - 
in  his  commedies,  that  they  feeme  (for  their  height  of  pleafure) 
to  be  borne  in  that  fea  that  brought  forth  Venus.  Amongft  all 
there  is  none  faore  witty  than  ^is  :  an^  had  Il^ne  I  wcmld  com* 
m^  yupon  ii^.  Itiough  I  knoW  it  need^'not,  {ior  fo  much  as  wid- 
make  you  think  your  teileme  well  beftowd)  but  for  fo  much 
worth,  as  even  poore  I  know  to  be  iluft  in  it.  It  deferves  fuch  a 
labour,  as  well  as  the  befl  commedy  in  Terence  or  Plautus.  And^ 
beleeve  this,  that  when  hee  is  gone,  and  his  commedies  out  of 
fale,  you  will  fcramble  for  them,  ^nd  fet  up  a  new  Englifh  in- 
quifition.  Take  this  for  a  warning,  and  at  the  perillof  your  plea- 
lures  lofTe,  and  judgements,  refofe  not,  nor  like  this  the  lefTe, 
for  not  being  fuUied  with  thefmoaky  breath  of  the  multitude ;  but 
thanke  fortune  for  the  fcape  it  hath  made  amongft  you.  Since  by 
the  grand  poiTeflbrs  wills  I  believe  you  fhould  have  prayd  for  them 
rather  then  beene  prayd.  Andfo  I  leave  all  fuch  to  bee  prayd  for 
(for  the  fiates  of  their  wits  healths)   that  will  not  praife  itt 
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P     R      O      L  .  O      G      U      E. 

TN  Troy,  there  lies  the  fcene.     From  jfles  of  Greece 
■■  The  princes  *  crgillous,  iheir  ifi^h  bhod  chafed, 
Have  to  the^tt  ^  Athens  fent  their  Jhips 
Fraught  with  the  mntfters  ^d  v^rtmettts 
Of  cruel  war:  Sixty  ttnd  nihe^  'thatrvvre 
Their  crownets  r€gal/from  the  Jihenian  bay 
Put  forth  toward  Phtygia:  and  their  vow  is  made. 
To  ranfack  Troy ;  within  whofefirong  immures 
The  rofvijh^d  Helen,  Menelaus*  queen. 
With  wanton  Paris Jleeps ;  And  thafs  the  quarrel* 
To  Tenedos  they  come ; 

And  the  deep-drawing  harks  do  there  difgorge 
Their  warlike  fraughtage :  Now  on  Dardan  plains 
Thefre/h  and  yet  unbruifed  Greeks  do  pitch 
Their  brave  pavilions :  *  Prianfs  Jix-g^edciiy 
(Dardan,  and  Thymbria,  Ilias,  Chetas^  Troyan, 
And  Antenoridai)  with  maffy  Jiaples, 

And 

■  The  princes  orgillous,-;— •]  Orgilteus,  i.  c.  proud,  difdain- 
lul.  Orgufiikux,  Fr.  Thi^'  word  is  ufed  in  the  ancient  romancs 
oi  RicbarS  Cueur  de  Lyon : 

*^*  His  atyre  was  orgnlotuJ^    Steevens. 

•  ■  ■  Priam* sjuc-gated  city , 

{Dardan  and  Timbria,  Helias,  Chetas,  Troien, 

And  Antenoflidus)  w//^  maj^eftafles^ 

And  corrtfponfi<ve  and  fulfilling  toltSy 

Sxirre  ^p  the  fins  of  Troy^  ■  '  ]  This  has  been  a  inoft  mlfer- 
ably  mangled  paifage  through  all  the  editions  ;  corrupted  at  once 
ioto  faife  concord  and  falie  reafoning*  Frizm* 8  Jfx^gated  cityfiii-re 
up  the  fons  of  Troy  ?— ^Here's  a  vtxh plural  gqverned  of  a  nomi* 
native  Jingular.  But  that  is  edily  remedied.  The  next  queflion 
tobea&ed  is.  In  what  feafe.A  city,  having  fix  flrong gates,  and 
ihofe  well  barred  and  bolted,  can  be  faid  tojltr  up  it^  inhabitants  ? 
valefs  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  derive  fome  fpiritfrom  the  flrength 
of  their  fortifications.  But^,(his  could  not  be  the  poet's  thought. 
He  muft  mean,  I  take  it,  tuat  the  Greeks  had  pitched  their  tents 
upon  the  plains  before  Troy ;  and  that  the  Trojans  were  fecurely 
barricaded  within  the  walls  and  gates  of  their  cit)*.    This  feme 
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PROLOGUE 

Jnd  correfponjive  and  fulfilling  hits  \         ^  ^  - 

Sperrs  up  thefons  of  Troy. '         ' 

Now 

•        .  m  -^  ••  •  ' 

!^ 

t 

iuy  corrc^lon  rcflorcs.     To  Jperrc^  oxfpar^  from,  the  old  Tcuto-. 
nic  word  Speren^  •  fignifies  to  Jbut  up^  defend  by  harsy  &c. 

Theobaid. 
So,  in  Spenfer*8  Faery  ^ueerty  h.  5.  c.  10 : 

*'  The  other  that  was  entrcd,  labour'd  fafl 
"  To  fperre  the  gate,  &c.*' 
Again,  jn  the  romance  of  the  ^quhr  of  hnve  DegN  > 
**'  Sp9rde- vfith.  raanie  a  dyviers  pyrine." 
And  in  the  Viiions  of  P.  Plowman  it  ifr  faid  that  a  blind  man 
**  unfparryd)\\%  eine.'*  .  '    . 

Again,  in  'W2irntx*%  Albion* s  England,  1662,  B.  11.  chap,  12  : . 
♦'  When  chafedhome  into  his  homes,  there  fparred  up  in  gates.** 
Again,  in  the  2nd  Part  of  Bale's  AHes  ofEng.  F'otaryes :  **  The 
dore  thereof  oft  tymes  opened  2idd^fpeared  agayne.!'    Steevens. 

**  Therto  his  cyte  |  compafTed  enuyrownc 
*'  Hadde  gates  VI  toentre  into  the  towne : 
**  The  firSeof  ail  |  and  flrengeileke  with  all,"  '  ' 
*'  Largeft  alfo  |  and  moftepryncypall, 
**  0/  myghty  byldyng  |  alone  perelefs, 
**  Was  by  the  kinge  called  |  Dardanydes ; 
**  Andinftorye  |  lykea^  it  is  founde, 
**  Tymbria  |  was  named  the  feconde; 
"  And  the  thyrde  |  called  Helyas, 
**  The  fourthe  gate  |  hyghte  alfo  Cetheas  ;  " 

•  **  The  fyfthe  Trojana,  |  the  fyxth  Anthonydes, 
♦*  Stronge  and  myghty  |  both  in  werrc  and  pes.** 

Lond.  empr.  by  R.  Pynfon,  1513,  FoU  b.  ii.  ch.  1 1  ; 

The  Troye  Boke  was  fomewhat  modernized,  and  reduced  into 
regftlar  ftanzas,  about  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  under  the 
name  of.  The  Lfe  and  Death  of  HeBor — i\iho  fought  a  Hundred 
mayne  Battailes  in  open  Field  againji  the  Grecians ;  ixyhercin  tha-e 
fi\jere^/laine  on-  both  Sides  Fourteene  Hundred  and  Sixe' Thoufand, 
Fourfcore  and  Sixe  Men. F61.  no  date.  This  work  Dr.  Ful- 
ler, and  feveral  other  critics,  have  erroneoufly  quoted  as  the  arigi- 
n'ai\  andobferve  in  confequence,  that  *'  if  Chaucer's  coin  were  of 
greater  iveight  for  deeper  learning,  Lydgate's  were  of  a  more  refined 
^andard  for pur^r  language:  fo  that  one  might  miftake  him  for  a 
modern  writer.**     Farmer. 

On  other' occafions,  in  the  cburfe  of  this  play,  I'fhall  infert* 
quotations  from  the  Troye  Boke  moder^'zed^  as'  being  the  moft  in- 
telligible of  the  two.     OTEEVENS.      •"" 

3 fulfilling  Mfs,}    To  fufjm  ip  th's  plr.ce  m^ans  to  fill  till ' 

there 


PROLOGUE. 

Now  expeEtationy  tickUngJkittiJh  fpirits. 

On  me  and  other  jide^  Trojan  and  Greek ^ 

Sets  all  on  hazard: — And  hither  am  I  come 

*A  prologue  arnCd^^^hut  not  in  confulence 

Of  author* $  pen  J  or  aSlors  voice;  butfuited 

In  like  conditions  as  our  argument^  ■  »    ■ 

To  tell  yoUy  fair  beholder Sy  that  our  play 

Leaps  oW  *  the  vaunt  andfirjilings  ofthofe  broils ^    ;    ; 

^Ginning  in  the  middle ;  Jiarting  thence  awc^ 

To  what  may  be  digefied  in  aplc^. 

Ukiy  or  find  fault;  do  as  your  pleafures  are  \ 

Now  goody  or  bady  *tis  but  the  chance  of  war* 

there  be  bo  room  formore.    In  this  fenfe  it  is  now  obfolete.   So, 
inGower,  De  Confefftone  AmantisyXih,  V.  fol,  114  :  . 
"  A  luftic  maide,  a  fobre,  a  meke, 
"  Fulfilkd  of  all  curtofie." 
'  Again : 

"  -F»^/&^of  all  unkmdlhip."    Steevens- 

^  A  prologue  arm^d^ ]     I  come  here  to  fpeak  the  prologue, 

and  come  in  armour ;  not  defying  the  audience,  iti  coi}fidejice  of 
cither  the  author's  or  aftor's  abihties,  but  merely  in  a  charadter 
fuited  to  the  fubjed,  in  a  drefs  of  war,  before  a  warlike  play. 

■  Johnson,    ^ 
*— /^/  vaunt ]     i,  e,  the  avant^  what  went  i^efore. 
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Peflbiis*  l^eprefeiHed^. 


Trojans^ 


Pfiam,  "^ 

Hedor, 

Troilus, 

Paris, 

Deiphobus, 

Helenus, 

^neas, 

Pandarus, 

Calchas 

Antenor, 

Margarelon,  a  bafiari  fon  ofFrietnt^ 

Agamemnan,, 

Achilles, 

Ajax, . 

MenelauSy 

Ulyffes, 

Neftor, 

Diomedesy 

Patroclus>  * 

Therfitcs, 


^ 


\  Greehi 


Helen,  wife  to  MenelauSi 
Andromache,  wife  to  HeSlor* 
Caffandra,  daughter  to  Priam^  a  propBeUfu 
Crejflida,  daughter  to  Calchas. 

Alexander,  Crejfidds  fervant. 

Boy^  page  to  Troilus. 

Servant  to  Diomed. 

"Trojan  and  Greek  Soldiers^  with  other  attendantSi 


SCENE,  Troy,  and  the^  Grecian  Camp  before  it^ 


'  TROlLtS  and  dftfeS^tiJ'A. 


A  C  'T    t      S  C  E  N  IS    !• 

r  J?  o  r. 

Priam* i  paldci. 

Enter  PandaruSy  and  Troilus. 

^  froi.  Call  hfere  my  varlet  %  I'li  unarm  again  : 
"^hy  fliould  I  war  without  the  Walls  o^  Trby, 

Thit 

'  The  ftoiy  i/ras  originally  written  by  Lollitts^  an  ol3  LombaPd 
aotbor,  aud  fftjte  by  Chttucer.    Popfi. 

Mr.  Pope*  (ttter  Dryden)  informs  us,  that  th^Star^  of  Trailus 
MndCreJUfda  was  originally  the  wprk  of  ott  LoIliusV  aXombard[; 
(of  whom  Gafcoigne  fpodcs  in  Dan  BartbolmMe  his  firjt Triumph: 
<<  SmctLoUius  and  Chaucer  both,  make  doubt  upon  that  glofe'') 
but  Dtyden  goes  yet  furthcrr.  He  declares  it  to  have  been  written  in 
Latin  verfe,  and  that  Chaucer  tranflated  it*  Lollius  was  a  hiftorid- 
grapher  of  Urbino  in  Italy.  Shakefpeare  received  the  greateft  pai't 
of  his  materials  for  the  ltru£hire  of  this  play  from  the  Trc^e  Soke  of 
Lydgate.  Lydgate  was  not  much  more  than  a  tranflator  of  Guido 
of  Columpna,  who  was  of  Meffina  in  Sicily,  and  wrote  his  Hijlory 
vfTrop  in  Ladn,  after  Di6hrs  Cretenfis,  and  Dares  Phiys^us,  ih 
1287.  On  thefe,  as  Mr.  Warton  obferves,  he  eii^fted  mattv 
new  romatitic  inventions,  which  thetafie  of  his  age  di^^tect,  ara 
which  the  connexion  between  Grecian  and  Gothic  fiction  ealily 
admitted ;  at  the  fame  time  comprehending  in  his  plan  the  't'he- 
ban  and  Argonautic  fbries  from  Ovid,  Statius,  and  valeritis  Flac- 
cus.  Guido's  work  wiaS  publiflied  ait  Cologne  in  1477,  again 
in  14S0:  at  Stralburgh  i486,  and  ili^m  1489.  It  ap|>ea/a 
to  have  been  tranflat^  by  Raoul  le  Feure,  at  Cologne,  intb 
French,  from  whom  Caxton  rendered  it  into  Englifli  in  1471, 
under  the  title  of  his  Recuyel^  &c.  fo  that  there  muft  have  been  yet 
ibme  earlier  edition  of  Guido*s  performance  than  I  Jiave  hitherto 
feen  or  heard  of,  unlefs  his  firfl  tfanflator  had  recourfb  to  a  ma'- 
atifcript. 

Guido  of  Columpna  is  referred  to  as  an  authority  by^  pur  owi 
chronicler  Grafton.    Chaucer  had  made  th^  Joves  of  Troilus  and 
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8         TROILUS  AND  CRESS  IDA. 

That  find  fuch  cruel  battle  here  withm  ? 

4 

Each  Trojan^  that  is  mafter  of  his  hearty 


^Lct 


Creffida  famous,  'which  very  probably  might  have  been  Shak«5- 
Tpearc*8  inducement  to  try  their  fortune  on  the  fbige. — Lydc^te's 
S'roye  Soke  was  printed  by  Pynfon,  1515*  In  the  books  of  the 
Stationers'  G}mpany9  anno  1581,  is  entered  *'  A  proper  ballad, 
dialogue-wife,  between  TroilAs  and  Crejjida!*  Again,  Feb.  7, 
1602 :  ^'  Tht  booke  of  Troilus  and  Creilida,  as  it  is  a^ed  by  my 
Lo.  Chamberlain's  men."  The  firit  of  thefe  entries  is  in  the  name 
of  Edward  White,  the  fecond  in  that  of  M.  Roberts.  Again, 
Jan.  28,  1608,  entered  by  Rich.  Bonian  and  Hen.  Whalley, 
**  A  booke  called  the  hiftory  of  Troilus  and.Creffida," 

Steevens. 
Troilus  and  CreJjfdaJ]  Before  this  play  of  Troilus  and  Cr^Mda^ 
printed  in  1609,  is  a  bookfeller's  preface,  (hewing  that  firfiitA- 
preffion  to  have  been  before  the  play  had  been  a^ed,  and  that  it 
.  was  publiftied  without  Shakefpeare's  knowledge,  from  a  copy  that 
had  fallen  into  the  bookfeller's  hands.  Mr.  Dryden  thinks  this 
one  of  the  firft  of  our  author's  plays :  but,  on  the  contrary,'  it  may 
be  judged  from  the  fore-mentioned  preface,  that  it  was  one  of  hif 
laft ;  and  the  great  number  of  obfervations,  both  moral  and  tx)li- 
tic,  with  which  this  piece  is  crowded  more  than  any  other  of  his, 
feems  to  confirm  my  opinion.     Pope. 

We  may  rather  learn  from  this  preface,  that  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  Shakefpeare's  plays  thought  it  their  intereft  to  keep 
them  unprinted.  Thq  author  of  it  adds,  at  the  conclufion,  thele 
words  :  "  Thank  fortune  for  the  'fcape  it  hath  made  among  you, 
fmce,  by  the  grand  poflelTors  wills,  I  believe  you  (hould  rather 
have  prayed  tor  them,  than  have  been  prayed,"  &c.  By  the 
grand pojfejfors^  I  fuppofe,  wcr/e  meant  Hcming  and  CondilL^  ■  It 
appears  that  the  rival  playhoufes  at  that  time  made  frequent  de- 
predations on  one  another's  copies.  In.  the  Induction  to  the  Ji^/p- 
contenty  written  by  Webfter,  and  augmented  by  Marfton,  1606, 
is  the  following  pafTage  : 

*'  I  wonder  you  would  play  it,  another  company  having  inte- 
reft  in  it." 

"  Why  not  Male<vole  in  folio  with  us,  as  Jeronimo  in  decimo 
fexto  with  them  ?  They  taught  us  a  name  for  our  play  ;  we  call 
it  One  for  another  J^ 

Again,  T.  Heywood,  in  his  preface  to  the  Englijh  Traveller^ 
1633 :  **  Others  of  them  are  ilill  retained  in  the  hands  of  fome 
aftors,  who  think  it  againft  their  peculiar  profit  to  have  them 
come  in  print."    Steevens.  • 

It  appears,  however,  that  frauds  were  pradifed  by  writers  at 
wellasadors.    .It  Hands  on  lo^ox^  ^gd^n^  Robert  Greeu^  the  au- 
thor 
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Let  him  to  field  ;  Troilus,  alas  !  hath  none« 
Fm.  Will  this  geer  ne'er  be  mended '  ? 
Trou  The  Greeks  are  ftrong,  and  fkilful  to  their 
ftfength. 

Fierce  to  their  fkill,  and  to  their  fiercenefs  valiant ; 

But  I  am  weaker  than  a  woman's  tear, 

thor  of  Friar  Bacon  and  Friar  Bunga^y  and  Orlando  Furiofo^ 
1994  and  1599,  that  he  fold  the  laft  of  thefe  pieces  to  two  dif- 
feient  theatres :  ^*  Mafler  R«  G.  would  it  not  make  you  blulh, 
&c.  if  you  fold  not  Orlando  Furlofo  to  the  Queen's  players  for 
twenty  nobles,  and  when  they  were  in  the  country,  fold  the  fame 
play  to  the  Lord  Admiral's  men  for  as  much  more  ?  Was  not 
this  plain  Coneycatdiing  M.  G.  ?^'    Dtfitice  of  Contycauhuig^ 

This  note  was  not  merely 'mferted  to  ezpofe  the  craft  of  anther^ 
Sbib^  but  to  fhow  the  fnrice,  which  was  anciently  paid  for  the  copy 
ot  a  play,  and  to  afcectain  the  name  of  the  writer  ^i  Orlando  -fW- 
fiofoy  which  was  noc  hitherto  known.  Greene  appears  to  have  beea 
the  firft  poet  in  Enghind  who  fold  the  fame  piece  to  diferent  peo- 
ple.   Voltaire  is  much  belied,  if  he  has  not  followed  his  example., 

Collins. 
Notwithflanding  what  has  been  faid  by  a  latt  editor^  I  have  a 
€X3^y  6it)i&firji  folio'^mcl^^ingTroilus  andCreJida.  Indeed,  as 
I  have  jui^  now  obferved,  it  was  at  firfl  either  unknown  or  forgot* 
ten.  It  does  not  however  appear  in  the  iifi  of  the  plays,  and  is 
thruft  in  between  the  hifiories  and  the  tragedies  without  any  enume- 
ration of  the  pages  ;  except,  I  think,  on  one  leaf  only.  It  differs 
intireiy  from  the  copy  in  thtfecond folio.     Farmer. 

I  have  confulted  eleven  copies  of  the  frjl  folio^  and  Troilus  and 
CreJJida  is  not  wanting  in  any  one  of  them,     Stee  yens. 

* ^my  varlet,]     This  word  anciently  fignificd  a  fervant  or 

footman  to  a  knight  or  warrior.     So,  Holinihed,  fpeaking  of  the 
battle  of  ^incourt :  "  -*-diverfe  were  rcleeved  by  their  varleis^ 
and  conveied  out  of  the  field.**'     Again,  in  an  ancient  epitaph  io 
the  churchyard  of  faint  Nicas  at  Arras  : 
*'  Cy  gift  Hakin  et  fon  'variety 
**  Tout  di-arme  et  tout  di-pret, 
"  Avec  fon  efpe  et  falloche,  &c.'*    Steevens.. 
^  Will  this  gecr  ne^erhe  mended  f]    There  is  fomewhat  proverbial 
in  this  queflion,  which  I  likewife  meet  with  in  the  Interlude  ofK* 
Darius^  i^6q  : 

**  WyW  not  yet  tljtsgereh  amended^ 

**  Nor  your  finful  a6^s  corre^ed  ?"  Steevens. 

« 

Tamer 
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Tamer  t'h^n  fl'eep,  *  fonder  than  ignorance  ; 
Lefs  valiant  tian  the  virgin  in  tlie  night, 
*'And  IkilMefs  as  unpradis'd  infancy. 

Pan*^  Well,  I  h-ave  told  you  enough  o^  this  :  foff 
my  part,  ITI  not  meddle  nor  maB:e  no  further^  Hie^ 
that  will  have  a  cake  out  of  the  wheat,  mutf  tarry 
the  grinding, 

ftroL  Have  I  not  tarry M? 

Part.  Ay,  the  grinding ;  ibut  you  muft  tat^  th^ 
boulting. 

Traim  Havie  I  not  tarry'd  ? 

Pan*  Ay,  the  boulting. ;  but  you:  muft  fariy  the 
leavening, 

froL  StHt  have  I  tarryU 

Pan.  Ay,  to  the  leavening :  tut  here's  yet  in  the' 
word — hereafter,  the  kneading,  the  mating  of  the 
cake,  the  heating  of  the  oven,  and  the  bakb^;  liay, 
you  muft  ftay  the  cooling  too',  or  you  may  cliancetiy 
burn  your  lips. 

TroL  Patience  herfelf,  what  goddefs  e*er  flic  be. 
Doth  lefler  blench  ^  at  fuiFerance  than  I  do. 
At  Priam's  royal  table  do  I  fit ; 
And  when  fair  GreiSd  comes-  into  my  thoughtsj^— 
So,  traitor !— when  (hecomes !— When  is  Ihe  thence ?- 

Pan.  Well,  (he  look'd  yefter-night  fairer  than  ever  t 
law  her  look ;  or  any  woman  elfe. 

♦    ••  "    fonder  t^au  ignorance ; ]     Fdnder^  for  more  childifln 

WARBITRTOrN. 

5  AniJkill'Ufs  &c.]  Mr;  Drj'deti ,  in  his  alteration  of  thh piay^ 
has  taken  this  fpeech  as  it  ftands,  -eitcept  that  he  has  changed  j^///- 
hfs  to  artlefs^-  not  for  the  better,  htc^Mit  Jkill-lefs  refers  to Jkill  and 

JkilfuL      JoH-NSON. 

-  *  Doih  lejftr  blefach— — ]    To  lUnch  is*  to  Ihrink,  ikrt,  or  fly 

offr    Sd^  in  i/tf/fr/vf -.* 

«i if  he  Ijuj  lUnch^ 

*' I  know  my  courfc— — ^*' 
Again,  in.  the  P/^/w  by  B.- and  Fletcher: 
•♦  men  that  will  not  totter, 

"  Nor  'bUiv(h  much  at  a  buUet."    Steeveni. 

5*m; 
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Trot.  I  was  klS;>utto  tcll'thcei— Wfiisfl  my  heatt,,  - 
As  wedged  witjr  a  figh,  wouKf  rirt  in  twain'; 
Leff  HcSar  or  my  fttt her  fliou W  j^erceivfe  m€, 
I  have  (as  when  the  fun  dojth  fight  a^tforrti) 
Bury'd  this  figh  in- wrinkle  bfa  fttlilt : 
But  forrow,  t hat  is  couched  iti  feeming  giadnefsr, 
h  like  that  mirth  fate  turns  to  fudldenfadnefs. 

PiXrt.  Anther  hair  were  not  fomewhat  darker  than 
Helen's,  (weili  g^  w)  there  were  no  more  comparffon 
between  the  women^— But,  fbr  m^  part,  flie  is  my 
kinfwoman-;  F  would  not,  z$  thrfy  term  it,  praife 
fier,— But  I  Wotild  Ibmebody  had  heard  her  talk  yef- 
tcrdiay,  as  I  did.  Twill  nor  difpraife  your  fifter  Caf^ 
fendta'sf  wit :  but 

Troi.  O  Pandarus !  I  tell  thee,  Pandarus,— 
XVTien  f  do  tell'threei  There* my  hopes  liedrown'd. 
Reply  not  in- how  many  fathcmis  deep 
They  lie  ittdrtfnch'd.  '  I  tdlthee,  I.^m  mad' 
In  GrelBdVlove^  Tlftni  anfWet*ft,  She  is  fair; 
Pour'ft  in  the  open  ulcer  of  my  frdatr 
Her  eyes,  her  hair,  her  cheek,  hergait;  her  toitfc^ 

Handleft  in  thy  difcourife : O  that  hti  hand  ! 

ht  whofe  comparifon  all  whites  are  ink, 
Writing  their  own  reproach ;  to  whofe  foft  feizure 
The  cygnet's  down  i$  h^rftl,  ^'and  fpirit  of  fenfe 
Hard  as  the  palm  of  ploughman  I  This  thou  teirft  me. 

Hard  as  the  palm  of  ploughmdh !  '  j  In  comparyhn  wiiJ^ 
Creffid'j  /fanJ^  fays  hc,./^<^/nV  of/en/r,  the  utmofl  degree,  the 
moft  exquifite  power  of  fenfibility,  which  implies  a  foft  hand, 
fince  the  fenfe  of  touching,  aa  ScaUger  fays  in  his  Eafercitntians^ 
refides^rhiefly  in  the  fingers,  is  hard  as  the  callous  and  infenfiblC; 
palm  of  the  ploughman*    Warburton  reads:  \^ 

— — fpite  cf/e/i/e : 
Hanmer,        ^  . 

•^-^ to  th*  ffirit  of  fenfe.  ^       \  -  . 

It  is  not  proper  to  make  a  lover  profefs^o  praife  his  miflrefa  in* 
Ifite  of  fenfe ;  for  though  he  often  i)es  it  }xijpite  of  the  fen/e^of 
othei^^  his  owii  fenfes  are  fubdued  to  his  dellres,    Johk son  . 

As 
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As  true  thou  teirft  me,  ^hen  Lfay^I  love  her :- 
But,  faying  thus^  inflead  of  oil  and  talm. 
Thou  lay'u  in  every  gafli  that  lov.e  ha,th  given  otc 
The  kilifc  that  made  it. 

Tan.  I  fpeak  no  more  than  truth*  , 

?r(w.  Thou  doft  not  fpeak  fo  niuch* 

Thn.  'Faith,  V\\  not  meddle  in't.  Let  hpr  be  as  Ihe 
is  :  if  ihe  JDe  fair,  'tis  the  better  for  her  /  an  flic  be 
not,  *  flie  has  tlieipends  in  her  own  hands. 

Trou  Good  Pandarus !  How  now,  Pandarus  ? 

Vm-  I  have  had-  my'  labour  for  my  travel ;  ill- 
thought  on  of  her,  and  illTthought  on  of  you  :.  gone 
between  and  between,but  fmall  thanks  forjmy  labour, 

Trou  What,  art  thou  angry,  Pandarus  ?  what,  with 
me  ?  '  •      •   » 

Vm,  Becaufe  Ihe  Is  kin  to  me,  therefore  flie's  not 
fo  fair  as  Helen :  ah  flie  were  not  kin  to  me,  flic 
would  be  as  fair  on  friday,  as  Helen  is  on  funday. 
But  what  care  I  ?  I  care  not,  an  flie  were  a  black-a- 
moor ;  'tis  all  one  to  me.    ^  .      .    . 

^rou  Say  I,  flie  is  not  fair  ?  i  * 

Tan.  I  dp  hot  care  whether  you.do  or  no.  She's  a 
fool,  to  flay  behind  her  father ;  let  her  to  the  Greeks ; 
and  fo  rU  tell  her,  the  next  time  I  fee  her  :  ,for  my 
part,  ril  meddle  nor.  make  ho  more  in  the  matter.     ^ 

2r^/.  Pandarus, — 

Tan.  Not  I.      ,    ' 

• Jhe  has  the  minds''-^'\     She  may  mend  her  complexion 

^y  the  affiftanceof  cofmetics.    Johnson. 

I  believe  it  rather  means— iS^^^  may  mah  the  lejl  bf  a  had  bar" 
gain. 

So,  in  Woman*  s  a  Weathercock,  1612:   *  ..     ' 

**  I  (hall  ftay,  here  and  have  my  head  broke,  and  then  I  have 
.  the  mends  in  my  own  hands  J"  " 

Again,  in  S.  GolTon's  School  of  ^hu/ey  1579  .*  -"  *-^— turne  him 
with  his  back  full  of  ilripes,  and  his  hands  loden  lulth  his  o^L\jn~ 
amendes*^ 

Again,  in  the  Wild-Goof e  Chace,  by  B.  and  Fletcher  r    .  :    ' 
•*  Tht  mends  an  pk  mitif  ownhands^  or  the  furgeon's/' 

L  '  Stesteks.    ^ 
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TroL  Sweet  Pandarus,—  ' 

Pan.  Pray  you*,  fpeak  no  more  to  me ;  I' will  leave 
all  as  I  found  it,  and  there  ^n  end.       [^Exit  Pandarus. 

"'  '  '  ^'     {^Sound alarum. 

froL  Peace,  you  ungracious  clamours !  peace,  rude 
founds ! 
Fools  on  both  fides  !     Helen  rouft  needs  be.  fair. 
When  with  your  blood  you  daily  paipt  her  thus. 
I  cannot  fight  upon  this  argument ; 
It  is  too  ftarv'd  afqbjed:  for  my  fwotd.  •      «»   . 

But  Pandarus — O  gods,  how  do  you  plague  me !  • 
I  cannot  come  to  Creflid,  but  by  Pandar ; 
And  he's  as  teachy  to  be  woo'd  to  woo. 
As  Ihe  is  ftubborn-chafte  againft  all  fuit. 
Tell  me,  Apollo,  for  thy  Daphne's  lovej      : .     r :  . 
What  Creffid  is,  what  Pandar,  and  what  we  ? 
Her  bed  is  India  ;  there  ihe  lies,  a  pearl: 
Between  our  Iliiirti,  ^nd  where  flip.Vcfides, 
Let  if  be  call'd  the  wild  and  wandering  flood  ; 
Ourfelf,  the  merchant ;  and  this  failing  Pandar, 
Our  doubtful  hope,  our  convoy,  and  our  bark. 

[^Alarum.']         Enter  Mneas.  • 

Mm.  ;How  nowi  prince  Troilus  ?  wherefore  ncM: 
afield  ? 

T^roi.  Becaufe  not  there;  This  woman's  anfwer  forts. 
For  womanilh  it  is  to  be  from  thence. 
What  news,  iEneas,  from  the  field  to-day  ? 

Mne.  That  Paris  is  returned  home,  and  hurt* 

"Tr.ou .  By  whom,  iEneas  ? 

>£»<?.  Troilus,  by  Menelaus, 

^roi.  Let  Paris  bleed  :  'tis  but  a  fear  to  fcorn ;. 
Paris  is  gor'd  with  Menelaus'  horn.  {Alarum. 

Mjte.  Hark !  what  good  fport  is  out  of  town  to- 
day !  . 

Tro/.  Better  at  home,  if  would  I  mighty  were  may.-r^ 
But,  to  the  fport  abroad ;— Are  you  bound  thither  ? 

jEkch 


.^He.  In  all  fwift  hafie. 
..STrof.  Come,  gqs JVC  tbe^ togefiwr,  [Exfew/, 

s-^  c  z  N  E'    n. 

■    '  AfireeU 

'  ^Enkr  Crifflddy  and  Mexander  hfrfinjans^ 

Cre.  Who  were  thofc  went  by\? ' 

5^rv.  Queea  Hceuba,  aiid  Heki^, 

Gv.  And  wlddaier  go  they  ? 

Serv.  Up  to  the  eaftern  it4)wer, 
Whofe  height  ^caniniands  as  iubjcA  all  the  vate. 
To  fee  the  battle-    ^  Hedor^  whofe  patience 
Is,  as  a  virtue,  .fixM,  to-day  was  movM  : 
He  chid  Andromache,  and  ftrUck  his  armoufc-tj 
And,  like  as  there  were  huibandry  in  war, 
I  Before  the  fun  rofe,  he  was  harnefsM  light, 

An4 

Isy  as  a  virtue,  ^j^'Sj"— — .]  Patrence  fiirc  wsl%  a  virtue,  and 
therefore  cannot,  in  propriety  of  expreffion,  be  faid  to  be  like  onci, 
We  ihould  read :  ._.  •    .  ,  . 

Is  as  the  virtue  iix*d,      ■  ■ 
s.  e,  his  patienee  is  as  fised  as  the  goddefs  Patience  itfelf.    So  we 
find  Troilus  a  little  before  faying  : 

PutiencM  herfelf^  .what  goddefs  ere  ihe  be. 

Doth  lefler  blench  at  lufferance  than  I  do. 
It  19  remarkable  that  Dryden,  when  he '  altered  this  play,  an4 
found  this  falfe  reading,  altered  it  with  judgment  to : 

whofe.  patience 


HMWaa*  ai*a«Ni4a 


Is  fixM  like  that  of  heaven. 
Which  he  would  not  have  done  had  he  feen  the  right  reading  here 
given,  where  his  thought  is  fo  much  better  and  nobler  expreifed. 

War  BURTON. 
I  think  the  prefent  ttxt  may  fland.    He6tor*8  patience  was  as  a 
virtue,  not  variable  and  accidental,  but  fixed  ami  conftant.    If  I 
would  alter  it,  it  fhould  be  thus : 

■   ■      Hedtor,  whofe  patience 

Is  all  a  virtue  faM,      

yf//,  in  old  £ngliih,^i8  .the  infenfetu  qt  e^lbrcbg  particle. 

Johnson, 
;    '  Bef$re  the  fun  rofe^  be  nvas  bamefs^d  light,]    Does  the  pott 

mean. 
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And  to  the  fieM  goes  he  ;  wl>ere  ^ery  flower    . 
Did,  as  a  prophet,  weep  what  k  fojpfaw 
In  Hedior's  wrath, 

Cre.  What  was  hh  caufe  of  ^nger  ? 

Serv.  The  noife  goes,  this :  There  is  apioi^g  thiJ 
Greeks 

mean  (fays  Mr.  Theobald)  that  H^Bor  had  put  <fn  Jigbsarmmirf 
jnean  {  wfaa^  $!lfe  .coiuld  Kemeaj^  ?  He^e&.to  fight  op  foot ;  ^nd 
was  9pt  t}iat  the  armour  for  his  purppfe?  So,  Fairfax,  iiiTd^oT% 
^erufahm  : 

^*  The  other  princes  put  on  harne/4  light 

*f  As  footiam  ^  \  ''      ''*.■■    " 
Y^  af  if  t1»i$  W  tieep  the  highe^  abf^rdUyv  he  goes  00,  Off 
Joes  be  tne^n  that  He^or  ivas  fprightly  in  his  arms  ewn  before  fun* 
rifi  f  4ir  is  a  conundrum  aimed  at  ^  in  fun  rofe  and  harnefs*d  light  f  Was 

W  ^8S  U^^  i^^  Su^  ^^  g^  ^^  ^  ^^^  perplexity,  he  tells  ps^ 
tj[|^  a  mirj/Jlight  altff0ien  mahs  all  thefi  co^fir^^llQus  tinmc^my^ 
and  fo  changes  it  to  hqri^fs'dight.  Yef  iodt^ied  the  very  flighteft 
Alteration  will  at  any  orpe  let  the  poet's  (enfe  through  the  critic'^ 
IngerB :  and  thf  Oarfcrd  editor  very  contentedly  takes  tip  Tvith 
Y^t  IS  l^f^  bp^i|i49  ^^  iieads  harnefs-'Jight  too,  in  order,  as  Mr* 
Theobald  well  expreffes  it,  to  make  all  co^JirnBion  nnnectjfary^ 

War  BURTON. 

How  does  it  appear  that  Heftor  was  to  fight  on  foot  rather 
to-day,  than  on  any  other  day  ?  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
aijicipitf  h^oes  never  fought  on  horfeback ;  nior  docs  their  manner 
^ii^v^  in  chariots  feem  to  neqwre  1^  i^vity  t^i^n  o|i  ^opir. 

Johnson* 

It  is  true  that  the  heroes  of  Homer  never  fought  on  horfebapk ; 
yet  fuch  of  them  as  make  a  fecond  appearance  in  the  Mneid^ 
like  their  antagonifls  the  Rutuliahs,  had  cavalry  among  their 
troops*  {^1^  can  b^  inferred  from  the  manner  in  which 
Afcanius  and  the  yoyng  nobility  of*  Troy  are  introduced  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  runeral  games,  as  Virgil  very  probably,  at  the 
ezpence  of  an  anachrbmun^  m$ant  to  pay  a  compliment  fo  the 
milita^  ^xe^cifes  Ihilituted  by  JuUus  Ciefkr,  and  improved  by 
Auguitus.  It  appears  from  difie^ent  pa^ges  in  this  phiy,  tkiit 
Hedor  lights  on  'horfeback  ;  and  it  (houjd  be  remembered,  that 
Shakefpeare  was  indebted  for  niofl  of  his  materials  tq  a  bock 
wUch  Numerates  Efdra^  and  Pythagoras  among  the  ba^ar4  chil- 
dren  of  king  Pnamus*  SKakefpeare  might  have  been  led  into  his 
mlilake  by  the  manner  in  which  Chapman  has  tranfkted  ftveral 
Pftcts  of  tke  Iliad^  whet:e  the  heroes  mount  their  chariots  or  de- 
Icend  ixoi^  tkeni^  T^u«  B.  6.  (peaking  of  Glaucus  and  Diomed: 
y  -T«»-Erom  horfe  then  both  defcend."    Stkevens. 

A  lord 
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A  lord  of  Trojan  blood,  nephew  to  Hedor ; 
They  call  him,  Ajax. 

Cre.  Good ;  And  what  of  him  ? 

Serv.  They  fay  he  is  a  very  man  *perfey 
And  ftands  alone. 

Cre.  So  do  all  men  ;  unlefs  they  are  drunk,  fick, 
orhavenolegs* 

Serv.  This  man,  lady,  hath  robb*d  many.beafts  of 
their' particular  additions ;  he  is  as  valiant  as  the  lion, 
churlilh  as  the  bear,  flow  ais  the  elephant :  a  man  into 
whom  nature  hath  fo  crowded  humours,  '  that  his 
valour  is  crulhed  into  folly,  his  folly  fauced  with  dif- 
cretion :  there  is  no  man  hath  a  virtue,  that  he  hath  not 
2  glimpfe  of ;  nor  any  man  an  attaint,  but  he  carries 
fome  ftainof  it :  he  is  melancholy  without  caufe,  and 
merry  againft  the  hair*  :  He  hath  the  joints  of  every- 
thing ;  but  every  thing  fo  out  of  joint,  that  he  is  a 
gouty  Briareus,  many  hands  and  no  ufe ;  orpurblinded 
»  Argus,  all  eyes  and  no  fight. 

Cre.  But  how  Ihould  this  man,  that  makes  me 
finile,  make  Hedor  angry  ? 

Serv.  They  fay,  he  yefterday  cop'd  Hedor  in  the 
'  battle,  and  ftruck  him^  down ;  the  difdain  and  Ihame 
whereof  hath  ever  fince  kept  Heftor  fafting  and 
waking* 

*         fcrfc, ]     So  in  Chaucer's  Teflanunt  afCreJJeide : 

**  Of  faire  CrciTeide  the  floure  and  tf /^r^ 
**  Of  Troie  and  Greece." 
Again,  in  the  old  comedy  of  Wtly  heguiUd: 
"  In  faith,  my  fweet  honeycomb,  rll  love  thee  a  per  ft  a.^^ 
Again,  in  Blurt  J^ajier  Confiahle^  1602  :  . 

*«  That  is  the  aper  fs  of  aU,  the  creame  of  all." 

Stbbvbns* 
3  ,,.^that  his  'uahur  is  cruftied  into  folly, — ]    To  be  cn^fbedinto 
folly ^  is  to  be  confufed  and  mingled  withyj?/^,  fo  as  that  they 
make  one  mafs  together.    Johnson.  ^ 

againfl  We  hair:]  is  a  phrafe  equivalent  to  another  now 
^againfi  the  grain»    The  French  fay— «  amtrefoiU 

Steevens^ 

Enter 


3 

in  ufe 
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Enter  Pandarus* 

Ore.  Who  comes  here  ?  ^ 

Serv.  Madam,  your  uncle  Piandafus* 

Cfe.  Hedor's  a  gallant  man.       .     ' 

Serv.  As  may  be  in  the  wqrld,  lady. 

Pnfu  What's  that  ?  what^s  that  ? 

Cre.  Good  morrow^  uncle  Pandarus, 

Pan.  '  Good  taorrowj  coufin  Creffid  :    What  do  ' 
you  talk  of  ?— Good  morrow,  Alexander. — How  do 
you,  coufin  ?  When  were  you  at  *  Ilium  ? 

Cre.  This  morning,  uncle. 

Pan.  What  were  you  talking  of,  when  I  came  ? 
Was  Hedor  arm'd,  and  gone,  ere  ye  came  to  Ilium  ? 
Helen  was  not  up,  was  Ihe  ?    ' 

Cre*  Hedlor  was  gone;  but  Helen  was  not  up. 

Pan.  E'en  fo ;  Hed:or  was  ftirring  early. 

Cre.  That  were  we  talking  of,  and  of  his  anger. 

Pan.  Wa^  he  angry  ? 

Cre.  So  he  fays  here. 

^  Good  morrovo  acufin^  CreJ^:  What  Jo\you  talk  off — Good 
morrow  J  Alexander. — Honv  do  you^  coufin  f  ^—l  Good  morrovi^ 
Alexander^  is  added  in  all  the  editions,  fays  Mr.  Pope,  very  ab* 
furdly,  Paris  not  being  on  the  ilage.— Wonderful  acutenefs !  ' 
But,  with  fubmiffion,  this  gentleman's  note  is  much  more  ab- 
furd;  for  it  falls  X)ut  very  unluckily  for  his  remark,  that  though 
Paris  is,  for  the  generality,  in  Homer  called  Alexander ;  -^tt^ 
in  this  play,  by  any  one  of  the  characters  introduced,  he  is  called 
nothing  but  Paris.  The  truth  of  the  fa6l  is  this :  Pandarus  is  of 
a  bufy;  impertinent,  infinuating  character :  and  it  is  natural  for 
him,  fo  foon  as  he  has  given  his  coufin  the  good-morroW,  to  pay  - 
his  civilities  too  to  her  attendant.  This  is  purely  h  S0i»,  as  the 
grammarians  call  it ;  and  gives  us  an  admirable  touch  of  Pandarus's 
charadier.  And  why  might  not  Akxartder  be  the  name  of  Cref» 
fid's  man  ?  Paris  had  no  patent,  I  fuppofe,  for  engroffing  it  to 
himfelf.  But  the  late  edihr^  perhaps,  becaufe  we  have  had 
Alexander  the  Great,  Pope  Alexander^  and  Alexander  Pope,  would 
not  have  fo  eminent  a  name  proftituted  to  a  common  varlet. 

Theobald. 

^ -^-^ Ilium  fl    Was  the  palace  of  Troy.  Johnson* 

VeL.IX.  C  Pan. 


-  I 
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Pan.  True,  he  was  fo ;  I  know  the  caufe  too ;  hell 
lay  about  him  to-day,  I  can  tell  them  that :  and  there's 
Troflus  will  not  come  far  behind  him ;  let  them!  take 
heed  of  Troilus  ;  I  can  tell  them  that  too. 

Cre.  What,  is  he  angry  too  ? 

Pan.  Who,  Trorlus  ?  Troilus  is  the  better  man  of 
the  two. 

Cre.  O,  Jupiter  !  there's  no  comparifon. 

Pan.  What,  not  between  Troilus  and  Heftor  ?  Do 
you  know  a  man,  if  you  fee  him  ?      . 
'  Cre.  Ay  ;  if  I  ever  faw  him  before,  and  knew  him* 

Pan,  Well,  I  fay,  Troilus  is  Troilus. 

Cre.  Then  you  fay  as  I  fay ;  for,  I  am  fure>  he  is 
not  Heftor. .  ^  • 

Pan.  No,  nor  Heftor  is  not  Troihis,.  in  fame  de* 
grees.  -:  . 

Cre.  'Tis  juft  to  each  of  jthera  ;  he  is  himfelf. 

Pan.  Himfelf  ?  Alas,  poor  Troilus  I  I  would,  he 
were, » 

Cre.  So  he  is. 

Pan.  — 'Condition,  I  had  gone  bare-foot  to  Indian 

Cre.  He  is  not  Hedfeor, 

Pan.  Himfelf?  no,  he's  not  himfelf. — Would 'a 
were  himfelf!  Well,  the  gods  are  above.;  Time  muft 
friend,  or  end  :  Well,  Troilus,  well, — I  would,,  my 
heart  were  in  her  body  .^-^No,  Heftor  is  not  a  better 
man  tKan  Troilus. 

Cre.  Excufe  me. 

Pan.  He  is  elder. 

Cre.  Pardon  me,  pardon  me. 

Pan.  The  other's  not  come  to*t ;  you  Ihall  tell  me 
another  tale,  when  the  other's  come  to't.  Hedtor  fhall 
not  have  his  wit  this  year. 

Cre.  He  fhall  not  need  it,  if  he  have  his  own. 

Pan.  Nor  his  qualities. 

Cre.  No  matter. 

Pan.  Nor  his  beauty. 

Cre.  'Twould  not  become  him,  his  own's  better. 

Pan^ 
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'Pan.  You  have  no -judgment,  niece  :  Helen  her- 
felf  fwore  the  other  day,  that  Trpilus,  for  a  brown 
favour,  (for  fo  'tis,  f  muft  confcfs)— Not  brown 
neither. 

Cre.  No,  but  brown. 

Van.  Taith,  to  fay  truth,  brown  and  not  brown. 

Ore.  To  fay  the  truth,  true  and  not  true. 

fan.  She  prais'd  his  complexion  above  Paris. 

Cre.  Why,  Paris  hath  colour  enough. 

Pan.  Sdhehas* 
'  Ore.  Then,  Trpilu^  fhould  have  too  much  :  if  flic 
praisi'd  him  above,  his  complexion  is  higher  than  his ; 
he  having  colour  enough,  and  the  other  higher,  is  too 
fliycningia  praife  for  a  good  complexion.  I  had  as 
lieve,  Helen's  golden  tongue  had  commended  Troi- 
lus  for  a  copper  nofe. 

Pan.  I  fwear  to  you,  I  think,  Helen  loves  him 
better  thin  Paris. 

Ore.  Then  Ihe's  a  merry  Greek ',  indeed. 

Pan.  Nay,  I  am  fure  ftie  does.  She  came  to  him 
the  other  day  into  the  *  compafs'd  window, — and,  you 
know,  hfe  has  not  pift  three  or  four  hairs  on  his  chin. 

Cre.  Indeed,  a  tapftcr's  arithmetic  may  foon  bring 
his  particulars  therein  to  a  total. 

Pali.  Why,  he  is  very  young :  and  yet  will  he, 
within  three  pound,  lift  as  much  as  his  brother  Hedor, 

Cre.  Is  he  fo  young  a  man,  and  fo  old  a  lifter  ^  ? 

Pan. 

-a  mpiyGrt/tl^rrT^yQr^cari  among  the  Romans  figni- 


ficd  to  play  the  reveller".    Steeven^s, 

*  —'^compafs^d^indo^y — ]  The  compafCd  window  is  the  fame 
as  the  how-window.  •  Jo  H  n  sok  • 

' fo  old  a  lifter  ?]     The  word  lifter  is  ufed  for  a  thirf  by 

Green,  m  his  Art  of  CoTuy-catcbing^  printed  1 591  :  on  this  th6 
humour  of  »the  pafl^ge  ipay  be  fuppofedto  turn*  We.ilill  call  a 
perfon  who  plunders  (hops,  9iJbo^ifter.  Jonfon  ufcs  tbecxpreC* 
fion  in  Cynthia's  Revelf:  .... 

"  One  other  peculiar  virtue  you  poiTefs  is,  lifting.  * 

C  .2  Again, 


/ 
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Pan.  But,  to  prove  to  you  that  Helen  loves  him  ;— 
ihe  came>  and  puts  me  her  white  hand  to  his  cloven 
chin,- — ^ 

Cre.  Juno  have  mercy !— How  came  it  cloven  ? 

Pan.  Why,  you  know,  'tis  dimpled :  I  think,  his 
fmiling  becomes  him  better  than  any  man  in  all 
Phrygia. 

Cre. '  O,  he  fmiles  valiantly. 

Pan.  Does  he  not  ? 

Cn.  O,  yes ;  an  'twere  a  cloud  in  autumn. 

Pan.  Why,  go  to  then  : But,  to  prove  to  yow 

that  Helen  loves  Troilus, ^ 

Q-e.  Troilus  will  ftand  to  tlie  proof,  if  you'll  prove 
It  {g. 

Pan.  Troilus  ?  why,  he  efteems  her  no  more  than 
I  efteem  an  addle  egg. 

Cre.  If  you  love  an  addle  egg  as  well  as  you  love 
an  idle  head,  you  would  eat  chickens  i'  the  ftiell. 

Pan.  I  cannot  chufe  but  laugh,  to  think  hqw  flie 
tickled  his  chin ; — Indeed,  flie  has  a  marvellous  white 
hand,  I  muft  needs  confefs. 

Cre.  Without  the  rack. 

Pan..  And  Ihe  takes  upon  her  to  fpy  a  white  hair 
on  his  chin. 

Cre.  Alas,  poor  chin  !  many  a  wart  is  richer. 

Pan.  Bur, there  was fuch  laughing; — Queen  Hecu- 
ba laugh'd,  that  her  eyes  ran  o'er. 

Cre.  With  mill-ftones. 

Pan.  And  Caflandra  laugh'd. 

Cre.  But  there  was  more  temperate  fire  under  the 
pot  of  her  eyes ; — Did  her  eyes' run  o'er  too  ?  i 

Pan.  And  Hec3:or  laugh'd., 

Cre.  At  what  was  all  this  laughing  ? 

Again,  in  the  Rearing  Girl^  i6i  I  : 

**  cheaters,  lifters^  nips,  foifts,  puggards,  courbers.'* 

Agaip,  in  HeUand^s  Leaguer^   1653: 

**  Broker  or  pandar,  cheater  or /(//^."  Steevens. 

Pan. 
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Fan.  Marry,  at  the  white  hair  that  Helen  fpied  on 
Troilus'  chin. 

Cre.  An't  had  been  a  green  hair,  I  Ihould  have 
laugh *d  too. 

fan.  They  laughed  not  fo  much  at  the  hair,  as  at* 
his  pretty  anfwer, 

Cre.  What  was  his  anfwer  ? 

Tan.  Quoth  fhe,  Here^s  but  one  andffty  hairs  on  your 
chin  J  and  one  of  them  is  white. 

Cre.  This  is  her  queftion. 

Pan.  That's  true ;  make  no  queftion  of  that,  ^  One  • 
and  fifty  hairsy  quotH  he,  and  one  white:  That  white  hair 
is  my  father^  and  all  the  rejl  are  his  fans.  Jupiter  ! 
quoth  Ihe,  which  of  thefe  hairs  is  Paris y  *my  hujband  ? 
Tbe  forked  one,  quoth  he  ;  pluck  it  out,  and  give  it  him. 
But,  there  was  fuch  laughing  !  and  Helen  fo  blufh'd, ' 
and  Paris  fo  chafd,  and  all  the  reft  fo  laugh'd,  that 
it  pafs'd. 

Cre.  So  let  it  now';  for  it  has  been  a  great  while 
going  by.  . 

Pan.  Well,  coufin,  I  told  you  a  thing  yefterday ; 
think  on't. . 

Cre.  So  I  do. 

Pan.  rU  be  fworn,  'tis  true^   he  will  weep  you,  an 
*twere  a  man  born  in  April.    ^       -        [^Sound  a  retreat. 

Cre.,  And  Til  fpring  up  in  his  tears,  an  'twere  a 
nettle  againft  May. 

Pan.  Hark,  they  are  coming  from  the  field  :  Shall 
we  ftand  up  here,  and  fee  them,  as  they  paft  toward 
Ilium  ?  good  niece,  do  ;  fweet  niece  CrefGda. 
Cre.  At  your  pleafure. 

Pan:  Here,  here,  here's  an  excellent  place  ;  here 
we  may  fee  moft  bravely  :  Til  tell  you  them  all  by 

•Two  and  fify  hairs^^'\     I  have  ventured  to  fubftitute  on^ 
andfifty^-  I  think  with  ibme  certainty.     How  clfe  can  the  uum«» 

Ur  nUke  out  Pnam  and  his  fifty  fona  ?    Th^obalp, 

...» 

C  3  their 
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'  .        .  '   •       . 

theif  names,  as  they  pals  by ;  but  mark  Troilus  above 
the  reft. 

jEneaspaJfes  ovp;  ftage. 

Cre.  Speak  not  fo  loud. 

¥an.  That's  -^neas ;  Is  not  that  a  braye  man  ? 
he's  one  of  the  flowers  of  Troy,  I  can  tell  you ;  But 
mark  Troilus ;  you  Ihall  fee  anon.    * 

Cre.  Who's  that  ? 

Jntenor  pajjes  over. 

Pan.  7  That's  Antenor ;  he  has  a  Ihrewd  wit,  I  can 
tell  you  ;  and  he's  a  man  good  enough :  he's  one  p*  the 
fdundeft  judgment  In  Troy,  whofoever ;  and  a  proper 
man  of  perfon  :— When  conies  Troilus  ?— rni  flieW 
you  Troilus  anon  j  if  he  fee  me,  you  fhall  fee  hiru 
nod  at  me.  . 

Cre.  Will  he  give  you  the  nod  ? 

Pan.  You  ftiall  fee. 

Cre.  If  he  do,  '  the  rich  fliall  have  morpf 

^eaor 

^  fiat's  Antenor ;  be  has  a  JtJrerji^d  w/V,— }  , 

*'  AntKenor  was •    '    ' 

**  Copious  in  words,  and  ope  that  much  time  Ipent 
**  To  jeft,  when  as  he  was  in  companie, 
*'  So  driely,  that  no  mad  could  itefpie ; 
*'  And  therewith  held  his  countenaunce  fo  well, 

*'  That  every  man  received  great  content 
**  To  hcare  him  fpcake,  and  pretty  jcfts  to  tell, 
*    *'  When  he  was  pleafant,  and  in  merriment : 
**  For  tho*  that  he  moll  commonly  was  fad, 
**  Yet  in  his  fpeech  fome  jeff  he'always  had.'* 

Lidgatty  p.  105^ 

StEEVENS. 

•  the  rich  Jhall  have  more*']     Ipo  give  one  the  nod^  was  a 

phrafe  fignifying  to  givepne.a  mafkbf  folly.  TKe  reply  turns 
upon  this  fenfe,  alluding  to  the  ^xfxe&on  give ^  and  (hould  be  reaj 
thus :  ^        .    ^ 

the  vciich.  Jhall  have  Titore. 
i.  e.  mucK    He  that  has  ipuch  folly  already  (bsXL  then  have  more* 
This' was  a  proverbial  fpeech,  implying  that  benefits  &11  Aipon  thQ 
richi     T\it  Oxford  editor  ?Xt^ts\l  to  I 

■■  ■       the  reft  Jhall  have  none»    War^uhton. 

I  wonder 
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HeSor  pafes  over. 

Pan.  That's  Hedtor,  that,  that,  look  yo\3>  that ; 
There's  a  fellow  ! — Go  thy  wayi  Hedtor}-r-Tbcse's 
a  brave  man,  niece. — O  brave  Heftor ! — Look,  how 
he  looks !  there's  a  Countenance :  Is't  not  a  brave 
man  ? 

Cre.  O,  a  brave  man ! 

Pan.  Is  'a  not  ?  It  does  a  man's  heart  good — Look 
you,  what  hacks  are  on  his  helmet?  look  you  yon- 
der, do  you  fee?  look  you  there  !  There's  nojefting: 
faying  on  ,•  take't  off  who  will,  as  they  fay  :  there  be 
hacks !    . 

Cre.  Be  thofe  with  fwords  ? 

Paris  pqffes  over. 

Pan.  Swords  ?  any  thtng^  he  cares  not :  an  the 
devil  come  to  him,  it's  all  one  :  By  god's  lid,  it  does 
one's  heart  good:— Yonder  comes  Paris,  yonder 
comes  Paris  :  look  ye  yonder,  niece;  Is't  not  a  gal- 

I  wonder  why  the  commentsitor  (hould  think  any  emendation 
ncceffaiy,  fixicc  his  oVm  fcnfe  is  fuUy  exprcffed  by  the  prefent 
reading.  Hanmer  appean  not  to  have  underflood  ,the  pailage* 
That  to  give  tbt  nod  figbifies  to  /et  a  mark  ^ffilfy^  I  do  not 
know  ;  the  allufion  is  to  the  word  nodJy^  which,  as  now,  did,  in- 
our  a\^thor'8  tinoi^,  and  long  before,  iignify  a  filly  fell  wo  y  and  may, 
by  its  etymolo^^  fignify-  likewife  full  if  nods*  Creffid  means, 
that  a  noddy  jhall^  bfive  more  tf^ds.  Of  fuch  remarks  as  thefe  is  a 
comment  to  conii^  ?    Johnson.  . 

To  give  the  nody  was,  I  believe  n  term  in  the  game  at  cards 
called  Nodd^.  .  This  gdme  is  perpetually  alluded^  to  in  the  old 
con)edie8. 


Turn'd.wij'and  playM  on  whilil  tht)u  keep'ft  the  ftock," 
fipmy.m  Hide-Parky  by  Shirley,  1637: 
"  He  is  upon  the  matter  then  fifce^  j 
**  A  game  at  noddy J^^    Steevens, 

C  4  lant 


\ 
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!ant  man  ,too,  Wt  not  ? — Why,  this  is  brave  now.— 
Who  faid,  he  came  home  hurt  to-day  ?  he's  not  hurt : 
why^  this  will  do  Helen's  heart  good  now.  Ha! 
Vould  I  could  fee  Tjoilus  nowl  — you  ihallfee  Troi- 
ius  anon. 

Cri.  Who's  that  ?  • 

Helenus  paffes  over. 

Pan.  That's  Helenus, — I  marvel,  where  Troilus 
is ; — That's  Helenus ;— I  think  he  went  not  forth 
to-day  ;— That's  Helenus., 

Cre.  Can  Helenus  fight,  uncle  ?' 

Pan-  Helenus  ?  no ; — yes,  he'll  fight  indifferent 
well : — I  marvel,  where  Troilus  is ! — Hark ;  do  you 
not  hear  the  people  cry,  Troilus  ?  .Helenus  is  a 
prieft. 

Cre.  What  fiieaking  fellow  comes  yonder  ? 

Troilus  paffes  over. 

Pan.  Where  ?  yonder  ?    that's  Deiphobus  :  'Tis 

Troilus!  there's  a  map,  niece! Hem! — Brave 

Troilus  !  the  prince  of  chivalry  ! 

Cre.  Peace,  for  ihame,  peace  I 

Pan.  Mark  him  ;  note  him  ; — O  brave  Troilus  !— 
look  well  upon  him,  niece ;  look  you,  how  his  fword 
is  bloody'd,  and  his  helm  more  hack'd  than  Hedior's'; 
And  how  he  looks,  and  how  he  goes ! — O  admirable 
youth !  he  ne'er  faw  three  and  twenty.  Go  thy  way, 
Troilus,  go  thy  way ;  had  I  a  fitter  vrtxt  a  grace,  .or 
a  daughter  a  goddefs,  be  ftiould  take  his  choice.  O 
admirable  man!  Paris  ?-^Paris  is  dirt  to  him  ;  and, 

0  — , — Jyis  helm  more  hacked  than  HeBor*s } — ]  So  in  Chauccr*3 
fr^ilus  andCreJfeidey  b.  iii.  640 : 

**  His  helme  to  hewin  was  in  twenty  places,  &c." 

Steevens, 

I  war^ 
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I  warrant,  Helen,  to  change,  would  give  *  an  eye  to 
boot. 

Enter  foldierSy  &fr, 

Cre.  Here  come  more. 

Pan.  Afles,  fools,  dolts !  chaff  and  bran,  chaiFand 
bran !  porridge  after  meat !  I  could  live  and  die  ^i  the 
eyes  of  Troilus.  Ne'er  look,  ne'er  look  ;  the  eagles 
>  are  gone;  crows  and  daws,  crows  and  daws  !  1  had 
rather  be  fuch  a  man  as  IVorlus,  than  Agamemnon 
and  all  Greece. 

Cre.  There  is  among  the  Greeks,  Achilles  ;  a  bet- 
ter man  than  Troilus. 

Pan.  Achilles  ?  a  dray-man,  a  porter, a  very  cameL 

Cre.  Well,  well. 

^Pan*  Well,  well  ? — Why,  have  you  any  difcretion  ? 
have  you  any  eyes  ?  Do  you  know  what  a  man  is  ?  Is 
not  birth,  beauty,  good  Ihape,  difcourfe,  manhood, 
learning,  gentlenefs,  virtue,  youth,  liberality,  and 
fuch  like,  the  fpice  and  fait  that  feafon  a  man  ? 

Cre.  Ay,  a  minc'd  man  :  and  then  to  be  bakM 
with  no  date  in  the  pye  % — for  th^n  the  man's  date  is 
out. 

Pan*  You  are  fuch  a  woman  !  one  knows  not  at 
what  ward  you  lie: 

Cre.  Upon  my  back,  to  defend  my  belly;  ^upon 

* an  eye  to  hoot,']     So  the  quarto.     The  folio,  with  le6  . 

force,  Give  money  to  boot.     Johnson. 

»  ^..^^no  date  in  fhcyye^ ]  To  account  for  the  introd«£lioa 

of  this  quibble,  it  fhould  be  remembered  that  ^ates  were  an  iugre- 
dient  ia  ancient  paitjEy  of  aim  oil  every  kind.     So,  in  Romeo  and  • 
Juliet: 

<*  They  call  for  Jafes  and  quinces  in  the  paftry.** 

Again,  in  JlIPs  ivell  that  ends  ivell^  a6t  L 

«*  —your  date  is  better  in  your ^^  and  porridge  than  in  your 
check."    Steevens,     . 

3  ^.^^upon  my  wity  to  defend  my  wiles ; ]    So  read  both  the 

copies :  yet  perhaps  the  author  wrote : 

Upon  my  wit  to  defend  my  w///. 
The  terms  wt  and  ijotll  were,  in  the  language  of  that  time,  put 
oft^i^  \^  oppofition*    John  SON, 

my 
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hiy  wit,  to  defend  my  wiles;  upon  my  fccrecy,  to 
defend  mine  honefty ;  my  mafk.,  tq  defend  my  beau- 
ty ;  and  you,  to  'defehd  all  thefe  :  and  at  all  thefe 
wards  I  lie,  at  a  thoufand  watches. 
'  Pan.  Say  one  of  your  watches. 
Cre.  Nay,  V\\  watbh'you  for  that;  and  that's  one  of 
the  chief  eft  of  them  too  :  if  I  cannot  ward  what  I 
would  hot  have  hit,  I  can  watch  you  for  telling  how 
I  took  the  blow ;  unlefs  it  fwell  paft  hiding,  and  then 
it  is  paft  watching. 

Pan.'  Yoii  are  fucTi  another ! 

i 

Enter  Troilus*  Boy. 

Soy.  Sir,  my  lord  would  ihftai>tly  fpeak  with  yoUf 
Pan*  Where  ?      .     . 

Bqy*  ^  At  your  otvft  houfc ;  there  he  uaarms  him*  . 
Pan.  Good  boy,  t^^ll  him  I  coij>e  [Exit  Boy']  :    | 
doubt  he  be  hurt. — Fare  ye  well,  good  niece. 
Cre*  A^Jieu,  untie. 
Pan.  ril  be  with  you,  niece,  by  and  by. 

Cre.  To  bring,  uncle, 

Pan.  Ay,  a  token  f fom  Troilus.   ' 

Cre.  By  the  fame  token — you  are  a  bawd.* 


•m^m^ifm 


.  ,  t  [Exit  PcmdaruSf 

Words,  vows,  gifts,  tears,  and  love's  full  facrifice, 
He  offers  in  another's  enterprize  : 
But  more  in  Troilus  thoufand  fold  I  fte  . 
Than  in  the  glafs  of  Pandar's  praife  may'  be;; 
Yet'  hold '  r  offi .  Women  are  angels,  Wooing ; 
Things  won  arc  done,  *  joy's  foul  lies  in  th(>doiiig  ; 

♦  jit  your  o^}3n  houfi  \  th^re  he  unarms  him.'\     Thieie  neceilarj 
words  arc  added  frpm  die  quarto  edition.     Pope.- 

The  words  added  are  only,  thiire  he  unarms  him.     JoHNSoVf.    •  ..,^. 

5  ^oy*s  foul  lies  in  the  doing  :'\     So  read  both  the  old  editions! 
for  which  the  later  editions  h'ave  poorly  given : 

•-—-;-they^«/^j/^  lies  in  doing.    Johnson. 

That 
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That  &ip  belpv*d  knows  nought,  that  kqpws  not  this,— 
Men  prize  the  ihing  ungain'd  more  than  it  is : 
*  That  flie  W4S  jieyer  yet,  that  ever  knew 
Love  got  fo  fweet,  as  when  defire  did  fue : 
Therefore  this  maxim  out  of  love  I  teach,—— 
Atchievement  is,  command ;  ungain'd,  befeech  r 
''  Then  though  *  my  heart's  content  firm  love  dotE 

bear, 
Nothing  of  that  fliall  from  mine  eyes  appear.  [^Exemt;, 

SCENE      III. 

.7%^  Grecian  camp, 

Truf9fpets*    Eater  Jgamenmottj  Nejior,  Uh^es^  Mmelaus^ 

with  others* 

Agam»  Princes, 
What  grief  hath  fet  the  jauodi^eLoh  your  chteks  ? 
The  ample  proportion,  th^t  hope  istakes 
In  all  deiigns  begun  on  earth  below. 
Fails  in  the  promis'd  largenefs  :  checks  and  difaftergi 
Grow.in  the  veins  of  adions  higbeft  reared  ; 
As  knots,  by  the  conflux  of  meeting  fap, 
Jiifeft  the  found  pine,  and  divert  his  grain 
Tortive  aiid  errant  from  his  courfe  of  growth. 
Nor,  princes,  is  it  matter  new  to  us. 
That  we  come  Ihort  of  our  fuppofe  fo  far. 
That,  after  feven  years'  fiege,  yet  Troy  walls  iland  ; 
Sith  every  ^<5tion  that  hath  gone  before. 
Whereof  we. have  record,  trialdid  draw 
JBias  and  thwart,  not  apfwerine  the  aim. 
And  that  unbodied  figure  of  the  thought 

•  That  Jhe^-"^'^     Means,  that  woman*   Johnsoi^. 

^  Then  thou^h^'-'m^'l    The  qiiarto  reads  then ;  the  folJo  aod  the 
podera  editions  read  improperly,  ^i](r.,    Johnson* 

•  ifybtart's  content——]  Content^  for  cafacity^  Warburton* 

That 
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That  gav't  furmifed  Ihape.     Why  then,  you  princes. 
Do  you  with  cheeks  abalhM  behold  our  works ; 
And  think  them  Ihames,  which  are,  indeed,  nought 

elfe' 
But  the  protradive  trials  of  great  Jove, 
To  find  perfiftive  conftancy  in  men  ? 
The  finenefs  of  which  metal  is  not  found 
In  fortune^s  love  :  for  then,  the  bold  and  coward. 
The  wife  and  fool,'the  artift  and  unread. 
The  hard  and  foft,  feem  all  afEn*d  and  kin  :         ^ 
But,  in  the  wind^^and  temped  of  her  frown, 
Diftindtion,  with  a  abroad  and  powerful  fan. 
Puffing  at  all,  winnows  the  light  away; 
And  what  hath  mafs,  or  matter,  by  itfelf 
Lies,  rich  in  virtue,  and  unmingled.  -      . 

"  Nejl.  \  With  due  obfervance  of  thy  godlike  feat. 
Great  Agamemnon,  *  Neftor  Ihall  apply 
Thy  lateft  words.     In  the  reproof  of  chance 
Lies  the  true  proof  of  men :  The  fea  being  fmooth. 
How  many  Ihallow  bauble  boats  dare  fail 
Upon  her  ^  patient  breaft,  making  their  way 

^  JBroaeT^  So  the  quarto  j  the  folio  reads  loud^     Johnson. 

*  Vf^lthdue  ohfervance  of  thy  goodlyyfc'<j/,]GW/yi$  an  epithet  that 
carries  no  very  great  comphment  with  it ;  and  Neftor  feems  here 
to  be  paying  deference  to  Agamemnon's  ftate  and  pre-eminence. 
The  old  books  have  it, — to  thy  ^pdly/eat:  goMike^  as  I  have  re- 

'formed  the  text,  feems  to  roe  the  epithet  defigned  ;  and  is  very 
conformable  to  wjiat  ^ncas  afterwards  fays  of  Agamemnon  : 

Which  is  xh^itgod  in  office,  guiding  men  ? 
So  g^dlih /eat  IS  here,  ftate  fupreme  abov6  all  other  commanders. 

Theobald, 
This  emendation  Theobald  might  have  found  in  the  quarto, 
which  has : 

■■■  the  godlike  feat.    Johnson. 

*  Nejior  Jhall  apply  ,'    ~  ^ 

Thy  lateji  luords.^     Neftor  af plies  the  words  to  another  in- 
flance.     Johnson. 

\  '*^^^Unt  hreaft^ ]     The  quarto  not  fo  well  ; 

-ancient  breaft.    Johnson.  . .  -  ^  , 

With 


V 
/ 
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♦  With  thofe  of  nobler  bulk  ?  ,         ,  ^ 

But  let  the  ruffian  Boreas  once  enrage 

The  gentle  Thetis,  and,  anon,  behold 

The  ftrong'TibbM  bark  through  liquid  mountains  cut. 

Bounding  between  the  two  moift  elements. 

Like  Perfeus'  horfe  :  Where's  thenthe  faucy  boat, 

Whofe  weak  untimber'd  fides  but  even  now 

Go-rivard  greatnefs  ?  either  to  harbour  fled, 

Or  made  a  toajft  for  Neptune,     Even  fo 

Doth  valour's  fliew,  and  valour's  worth,  divide 

In  ftorms  of  fortune  :  For,  in  her  ray  and  brightnefs. 

The  herd  hath  more  annoyance  by  the  brize  % 

Than  by  the  tyger  :  but  when  fplitting  winds 

Make  flexible  the  kpees  of  knotted  oaks. 

And  flies  flee  under  fliade.  Why,  then,  ^  the  thing  of 

^    courage. 
As  rowz*d  with  rage,  with  rage  doth  fympathize. 
And  with  an  accent  tun'd  in  felf-fame  key, 
'  Returns  to  chiding  fortune.' 

♦  With  thofe  of  nolUr  hulk  f  ]  Statius  ha«  the  fame  thought, 
though  more  diffufedly  exprcfs'd  :  . 

^^  Sic  ubi  magna  novum  Phario  de  littore  puppis 
**  Solvit  iter,  jamque  innumetos  utrinque  rudentes 
•*  Lataquc  veliferi  porrexit  brachia  niali, 
*'  Invantque  vias  ;  it  eodem  angufta  phafelus 
**  jEquore,  ct  immenfi  partem  fibi  vendicat  auftri." 
Pope  has  imitated  the  paiTage.    Steevbns. 

5  — — ^  the  brize]  The  hrize  is  the  gad  or  horfe-fly.  So,  in 
Monjieur  Thomas^  1639: 

"  Have  ye  got  the  hrize  there  ? 

**  Give  me  the  holy  fprinkle." 
Again,  in  Vittoria  Coromhona^  or  the  White  Denfily  1612-: 
"  I  will  put  brize  in  his  tail,  fet  him  a  gadding  prefently.'* 

Steevens. 

*  ■  ■  the  thing  of  courage y']  It  is  faid  of  the  tiger,  that  in 
ftorms  and  high  winds  he  rages  and  roars  moil  furiouily. 

*  Hanmbr. 

'  Returns  to  chiding  fortune,"]  For  returns^  Hanmer  reads  replies^ 
unnecefTarily,  the  fenie  being  the  fame.  The  folio  and  quarto 
have  r^//w,  corruptly.    Johnson. 
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Ulyjf*  Agamemnon,— 
Thou  great  commander,  nerve  and  bone  of  Greece, 
Heart  of  our  numbers,  foul  and  only  fpirit, 
lii  whom  the  tempers  and  the  minds  of  all 
Should  be  ihut  up, — hiear  what  Ulyfles  fpeaks. 
Befides  the  applaufe  und  Approbation 
The  which,-^mofl: mighty  for  thy  place  and  fway^— 

,  [To  Agamemnon. 

And  thou  moft  reverend  for  thy  ftretcht-out  lifc^ — 

[ToN^or.. 
I 'give  to  both  your  •  fpeechesy— which  were  fuch, ' 

As 


"Jpee^hes^'-^vhich  werefucb^ 


As  Ag0memnbn  and  the  hand  of  Greece 

Should  holdup  high  inbra/s ;  and  fuch  agalf^ 

As  fvenerahle  Nefor^  hatched  in  fiver  y 

Should  *  inil  ail  Greekijb  ears ' 

To  his  experienced  tongue :  }    Ufyflcs  begiBS  hUoradon 

with  prailing  thdfe  who  had  fpoken  before  hiniy  and  marks  the 
charadteriftic  excellencies  of  their  difierent  eloquence, ilrtngth^' 
and  fweetnefs,  which  he;  exprefles  by  the  different  metals  oq  whicji 
he;  recommends  them  to  be  engraven  for  the  inftrvi6tioh  of  pofte- 
rity.  The  fpeech  of  Agamemnoii  is  fuch  that  it  ought  tX)  be  en- 
graven in  brafsy  and  the  tablet  held  up  by  him  on  the  one  fide^ 
and  Greece  on  the  other,  to  fhew  the  union  of  their'  opinion* 
And  Neitor  ought  to  be  exhibited  in  filver,  uniting  all  his  au- 
dience in  one  mind  by  his  foftabd  gentle  elocution.  Brdfs  is  the 
common  emblem- of  ftrength,  and  filvcr  of  gentlenefs.  We  call 
a  foft  voice  2.  fl*ver  votce^  and -a  perfuafivt  tongue  ^  f lifer 
tongne^^I  once  read  >for  handy  the  handxyi  GxttiX^  but  I  think 
the  text  ri^ht.— To  hatch  is  a  term  of  art  for  a  particular  hiethod 
of  engra*viug,    Hacher^  to  CMty' ¥r*    JoiTNsbi^;  * 

In  the  defcription  of  Agamemnon's  fpeeA,  there  it  ar  plain  al- 
lulion  to  the  old  cuftom  or '£*er^3!«i;/«g-  laws  and  pubHc  records  in 
irafs;  and' hanging  \ip  the  ttibles  tn  temples;  and  other  plaices  of 
general  rcfort.  Our  author  has  the  fame  allufion  \n  Meafure  for 
Medfurt^  aft  V.-fci.  The  I?uke,  fpeaking  of  the  merit  of  An- 
gelo  and  £fcalu6y<  fays,  that 

<*   ■ ■  ■    it  deferves  vsiih  charaHers  ofhr^s  , 

•*  A  forted vdidence,  'gainft  thc^tdoth' of  tnncf  * 
**  And  razure  of  oblivion.'**— — - 
So  far  therefore  is  clear.    Why  Neftor  i^  'feid  to  be  hafc^djii  fit- 
4^^  is  much  more  obfirure.    I.  once  thought  that  we  ought  to 

read, 
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As  Agamemnon  and  the  hand  of  Greece 
Should  hold  up  high  in  brafs ;  ancf  fugh  again, 

read, — thatched  in  JUver^  alluding  to  his  jUver  hair  ;  the  fame  mcr 
taphor  being  ufcd  by  Timon^  aS  IV,  fc»  iv.  to*  Phrync  aad . 
Timandra :  '         / 

«*  ^thafch  your  poor  thin  rpofi 

**  With  burthens  of  the  dead  ■  '  ■.'* 
Bat  I  know  not  whether  the  jprefent  reading  mayjnot  be  under- 
wood to  convey  the  fame  alluuon ;  as  I  fipd,  that  the  fpecies  of 
engravbgy  called  hatchings  was  particularly  ufed  in  the  hiln  of 
fivords.  See  Cotgrave  in  v.  Hache ;  hackea,  &c.  alfo.  Hatched^  as 
the  bilt  ofafix)ord:  and  ia  v.  Hacher  \  to  hstcke,  &c*  alfo,  U  batch 
a  hilt.  Beaumont  and  Tletcher^s  Cuftom  o/ihe  Country ^  voL  II« 
p.90:  '      ^ 

*^  When  thine  own  bloody  fword  cried  out  tgainft  thee^ 
«*  Hatched  in  the  life  of  him*.— r— '^ 
As  to  what  follows,  if  the  reader  ihould  have  no  mote  coacep* 
ton  than  1  have,  of    - 

a  hondof^xXy  firof^  as  tbt  axle'tru 
On  *vjhich  the  heavens  ride  \    ■ 
he  will  perhaps  excufe  me  for  hazardbg  a  conje^hifei  that. the 
true  reading  may  poffibly  be : 

a  hoi}d  of  2i^t* 
After  ally  the  conihi]d):ionof  this  paflage  is  very  harih  and  irre- 
gular ;  but  with  that  I  meddle  not,  believing  it  was  left  fo  by  the 
author.    Tyrwhitt. 

Perhaps  no  alteration  is  neceffary  f  hatch^ d  in  Jihver,^  may  mean, 
wbofevvhitehair  and  beard  make  him.  look  like  a  figure  engraved 
wi'filver. 

The  word  is  metaphorically  ufed  byi^H^wood  in  the  Iron  Agt^ 
1632 : 

<^<  -  »  his  face 

**  Is  JMitiVd  with  impudency  three-fold  thick.** 
And  again,  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Humorous  Lieutenants 
"His  weapon  hatch'*  din  blood/* 
Again,  literally,  in  the  Two  Merry  Milkmaids^  .i6ao : 
,       **  Double  and  treble  gilt,-      ■      ■ — 

**  Hatch!* d  and  inlaid,  not  to  be  worn  with  dme*'* 
Again,  more  appofitely,  in  Love  in  a  Maze^  1632  : 
"  Thy  hair  is  £ne  as  gold,  thy  chin  is  hatched 

^^Wzthjilver ^ 

Thp  voice  of  Neftpr,  Which  on  all  ojccafions  enforced  att^ntioa, 
might  be,  I  think,  not  unpoetically  called,  a  bond  of  air  ^  becaufe 
its'operations  were  vifible,  thoygh  hit .  voice,  like  the  wiad,  was 
uufeen.   Steevens,  '  *      . 

As 
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As  venerable  Neftor,  hatched  in  filver. 
Should  with  a  bond  of  air  (ftrong  as  the  axle-tree 
On  which  heaven  rides)  knit  all  the  Greekiih  ears 
To  his  Experienced  tongue, — yet  let  it  pleafe  .both, — • 
Thou  great, — and. wife,— to  hear  UlyfTes  fpeak. 

^Agam.  Speak  prince  of  Ithaca ;  and  be't  of  lefs 
expedt . . 
That  matter  needlefs,  of  Importlefs  burden. 
Divide  thy  lips  ;  than  we  are  confident. 
When  rank  Therfites  opes  his  maftiff  jaws. 
We  Ihall  hear  mufic,  wit,  and  oracle. 

Vly^*  Troy,  yet  upon  her  bafis,  had  been  down^ 
And  the  great  Hed:or's  fword  had  lack'd  a  mailer. 
But  for  thefe  inftances. 

*  The  fpecialty  of  rule  hath  been  neglefted  ; 
Andj  look,  how  many  Grecian  tents  do  ftand 
Hollow  upon  this  plain,  fo  many  hollow  factions. 

*  Wh^n  that  the  general  is  not  like  the  hive. 
To  whom  the  foragers  Ihall  all  repair. 

What  honey  is  expefted  ?    Degree  being  vizarded,  ' 
The  unworthieft  ihews  as  fairly  in  the  maik. 

*  The  heavens  thejnfelves,  the  planets,  and  this  center, 

»  Agam.  Speak^  &c.]     This  fpeeck  is  not  in  the  quarto. 

Johnson. 

■  The  fpecialty  of  r»/£— ]  Thej)articular  rights  of  fbpreme 
authority.     Johnson.  » 

*  When  that  the  general  is  not  like  the  hive^"]  The  meaning  is. 
When  the  general  is  not  to  the  army  like  the  hive  to  the  bees,  the 
repofitory  of  the  ftock  of  every  individual,  that  to  which  each 
particular  reforts  with  whatever  he  has  colle£led  for  the  .good  of 
the  whole,  ijohat  honey  is  expeSlcd  f  what  hope  of  advantage  ? 
The  fenfe  is  clear,  the  expreffion  is  confufed.     JojiNsor^. 

3  ne  heavens  themfelvcs^  ]    This  illuftration  was  probably 

derived  from  a  paflage  in  Hooker:  '*  Ificeleftial  fpheres  fhould 
forget  their  wonted  motion  ;  if  the  prince  of  the  lights  of  heaven 
fhbuld  begin  to  ftand;  if  the  moon  fliould  wander  from  her  beaten 
way  ;  and  the  feafons  of  the  year  blend  themfelves ;  what  would 
become  of  man  ?" 

The  heavens  themfelves^  -the planets^  andx\m  center,]  i.  e.  the 
center  of  the  earth,  which,  according  to  the  Ptolemaic  fyftem, 
then  in  vogue,  is  the  center  of  the  folar  fy ftem,  Warbur ton. 

Obfervc 


»  r  •      •  • 

Obferye  degree,  -priority,  arid  pldce*, 

Iiffifturc^  xrburfe, "j^ropdrrioti,  i/eatfba,  form, 

OiEce,  ahdcWftomi  in  Att  fine  of  drder : 

And  therefore  rs  the  gkirtouS  pkrict,  Sol, 

In  noble  emirfehtee  ehthrbn*d  ^n:d  ^lier^d 

Amidft  the  other ;  whdfe  me4*crnable  eye 

Cofi^s  the  ifl  ijWfefts  of  pl^^^ 

And  polls,  like  tlie  c6m maftdriiept  of  a  'fcnig, 

Sans  check,  t;6'^^od  and  bad:   *But,  ^yhth  tfep 


'But^  when:  the  pkMefs^ 


In  evik^jeiiSti^  4dWfirJer<umiler^4te.^  I  belieVe  (^t'^t^ 
according  to  aftrolo^kal  q|^inipi\9r^j9<^i;i&^^  when  the  plan^t^  foi||i 
malignant  con6guratio«i;Sy  when  -t^t  a^ds  are  evil  towards  one 
another.    TKi$  rq  term^  evil TaixJ^ure:    Jobnson.  ,    \, 

*l%e  poet's  ineafatng'  may  ble  ibmewhat  tii^laitied  bjr  Spenrer,  to 
whom  he  feesris^to  lb.  fjfedebt6&  Ibi:  Kis  ))t«ifeht  aMiion 

«*  For^^ho^li^^ntothe'heavQiM  loiJ^e,  _•  ..:'.":   ' 

*^  And fearcK tie  <;ourfes  of  the rowlin^  ^phe^ea,     ..-^ 
**  Shall  find  that  !froni  f he  ppint  where  thfyfirftf^^  *    ., 

•*  Their  fettiag  fofth,  m  QiHe  few^hotifeiiH  yeares» . 
*'  They  ail  are  wmiitaiJtiLXdsti.; .  tifiitptitiife  applS&fts.     ' . 
*^  P/or  that  iame;j[olfkiijkecy,fam^Sii^hich'b^^ 
'  **  'Phrixus  and^flenonn  .their  ftepakmea  feares, 

**  Hath  now  forgot  Where  hb  Vas'inaft  of  Vore,  '    . 

<<  abdlKottUitdi  hitti  t!i^  tmU'wiielir  &yte  !B^pa  %i)fe4  -  - 

"  And  eke  the  bull  hatjvwith  hifi  bow nb6ni:  home 
.^*  Sd liarilly  buttied  thofe  twi>  twitiites  of  Jove,  '*'*,. 

**  ¥h«  tUtyii^e  ^WfllM  ^tb  crab,  and  quite  fti^f6p&l  ; 
•*  Into  the  great  Nemaean  lion'«  grove.  '  '• ' 

**  So  now  all  range  ^  an4  do  ^^/  random  rovi 
*'  Out  of  their  proper  places  far  aw^, 
**  And  all  this  world  with  them  amiffe  doe  move, 
**  And  all  his  creatures  from  their  courfe  aiflray, 
**  Till  they,  arrive  at  their  lift  ruinous  ciecay.**  ,» 

Faery  '^eeh.  il.  Vi  c.  !• 
Steevens. 
The  apparent  lirregular  motions  of  the  planets  Were  fuppofed 
to  portend  fome  diiafters  to  manlcinS  ;'  indee'd  the  planets  th^- 
felves  were  not  thought  formerly  to  be 'corffined  in  any  fixed  ofbits 
of  their  own,  but  tb  wander  about  dilihltumy  as  the  etymology  of 
ftek'nam'es  dertionftfa'tes.    Anonymous. 

V«t.  IX.  D  In 
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In  evil  mixture,  tadiforder  wander. 

What  plaguesy  and. what  portents.  ?  what  mutiny  ?; 
What  raging  of  the  l^ea  ?.  ihaking'of  jsarth  ?^.      -    -j 
Commotion  in  the.wi^jds,?  frights,:changes,.horr9rs,- 
Divert  and  cracks  rend  and  deracinate.       r     .  .,  . 
The  unity  and  married  calni^pfftates^  -  ^      ,  V.v-    ' 
Quite  from  their -fixureL}./^,0>^when  "degree  is  fliakf^   ♦ 
Which  i§,thc  ladder  to  .all  high.jdglfgns, :    .  r     .  ;. 
7  The^nterprize  is  fick  !     tlow  wuld  CQjiinii?nities^ 
Degrees  in  fchools,  and  *  brotfierhooHs  iJi  cities, 
P.eaceful  commerce  from  dividable'fliores. 
The  primogenitive  and  due  of  birth^ ,    .  •      . .    .♦ 
P-rerdgative  of  agc>,crawns>  fceptcrs,  Jwr^lsy 
But  by  degree,  ftand  ^authentic  place?.  -    ^ 

Take  but  de^ee  awiy,  untune  that  ftrrng, 
And,  hark,  what  difgord  follows  !  each  thing  oigets"' 
In  meeV  o'ppugnancy  :  The  bounded  waters      •  « 'I., 
Should  lift  their  b(>foms,  higher  than  the  Ihores,* 
And  make 'a  lop  of  all  this  folid  glbte'^:         *     *  ] 
Strength  Ihou  Id  be  Jord  of  .imbecility,     '       i     - 
And  the  rude  fod  flxould  ftrike  hisfather  dead  : 
Force  ihould  be  right ;  or,  rather,  right  and  wrong 
(Between  whofe  e^ndtefs  jar  juftice  refides)   ' 
Should  Ipfe.  their, fliabaes,. .and  fo.flipuid  jufiice  too# 

$  —— married  r^//»  ofjltitgsj  The  epithet,  married,  which  is 
ufed to  denote  an  ^^timate  union,  is- emploj^e^iiA  the  {iiAieifeQi^ 
by  Milton:  '-  ,  *    ^^ 

*«  Lydian  airs  >'      • 

•*  JWiirrW  to  immortal  verfe/*  ......     .  ^     ^^ 


Again,  ^      ^     .       . 

**  -^ voice  ahd  verfe 


**  Wed  your  divine  founds/*.- 
Shakeipeare  calls^a  harmony"  of  features,  married  lineaments^  La 
"Romeo  and  JulieU     Ste^vens. 
s     ®  O,  vjhen degree iijhal^ d^     I  would  read; 

^o  ^hcn  degree  is  JhalC d,     Johnson# 

^  The  enterprize- ]     Perhaps  we  ihould  read  :' 

Then  enterprize  is  fick  !  John'son. 

•       ^     ■  hrdtherhoods  in  cities,']    Corporations,  companijes,  «ra- 
fraternities.    JoUnson . ' 

Then 
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• 

Then  every  thing  includes  itfelf  in  power,  • 

Po^er  into  will,  will  itito  appetite; 

And  appetite,  an  univerial  wolf^ 

So  doubly  fecOnded  with  will  and  power, ' 

Muft  make  perforce  an  univerfal  prey,  • 

And,  laft,  eat  up  himfelf.     Great  Agamemnon^ 

This  chaos,  when  degree  is  fuffooate^ 

Follows  the  choaking^ 

And  this  negledlion  of  degree  it  (^^ 

?  That  by  a  pace  goes  backward ^ ' '  with  a  pUrpofe 

It.  hath  to  dimb  :  The  general's  difdain'd 

By  him  one  ftep  below  ;  he,  by  the  next ; 

That  next,  by  him  beneath  :  fo  ev^ry  ftep, 

Exampled  by  the  firft  pace  that  is  iidk 

Of  his  fuperior,  grows  to  an  ehvious^ever 

Of  pale  and  *  bloodlefs  emulation  : 

And  'tis  this  fever  that  keeps  Troy  dti  foQt> 

Not  her  own  finews.     To  end  a;  tale  of  length, 

Troy  in  our  weakhefs  ftands,  not  in  her  ftrength* 

Neft.  Moft  wifely  hath  Ulyffes  here  difcoVer*d 
The  fevfcr  whereof  all  our  power  is  ficka 

Jgam.  The  nature  of  the  ficknefs  founds  Ulyfles, 
What  is  the  remedy  ? 

Uhfffl  The  great  Achillea, — whom  opinion  crowns 
The  finew,  and  the  forehand  of  our  hoft,*-* 
Haying  his  ear  full  of  his  airy  fame. 
Grows  dainty  of  his  wortH,  and  in  has  tent 
Lies  mocking  our  defighs :  With  him,  Patroclus^ 
Upon  a  lazy  bed,  the  iiveiong  day 
Breaks  fcurril  iefts ;      '      . 
And  with  ridiculous  and.aukward  adtioil 

9  T7jat  ly  apace — ]  That  goes  backwai-dj^if/  hyjiepi,  JohN8\)s^« 

*  *■■         wth  a  purpofe 

It  hath  to  climb : —  ]     With  a  defign  iii  each  man  to  -flg- 

grandiae  himfelf,  by  flighting  his  unmediatefuperiori    Johnsons 

^ hloodkfs  emulation  :]     An  emulation  not  rigorous  fmd  ac" 

tire^  but. malignant  and  iluggilh.  '  Johnson*  ... 

D  i  (Which;5 
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(Which,  flanderer,  he  imitation  Calk) 

He  pageants  us.     Sometime,  great  Agamemnon^ 

3  Thy  toplefs  deputatk>n  he  puts  on  ; 

And,  like  a  ftfutting  player,— whofe  conceit 

Lies  in  his  ham-ftring,  and  doth  think  it  rich 

To  hear  the  wooden  dialogue  and  found 

^Twixt  his  ftretch'd  footing  and  the  fcaffoldage,— • 

Such  to-be-pitied  and  o*er-refted  feeming 

He  afts  thy  greatnefs  in  :  arid  wTien  he  fpeaks, 

*Tis  like  a  qhlriie  a  mending ;  with  terms  upfquar*d. 

Which,  from  the  tongue  of  roaring  Typhon  dr6p'd. 

Would  feem  hyperboles.     At  this  fufty  fluff. 

The  iarge  Acliilles,  on  his  prefs'd  bed  lolling. 

From  his  deep  chefl  laughs  out  a  loud  applaufc  ; 

Cries — Excellent! — Uis  Jgamemnon  juft^--'--'--'^ 

Now  plc^  me  Neftor  I'^hem^  mdftrobe  tiy  beard^ 

As  hey  being  ^drefi  to  fome  oration* 

That's  done ; *  as  rieajr  as  the  extremcft  ends 

Of  parallels ;  as  like  as  Vulcan  and  his  wife : 
Yet  good  Achilles  ftill  cries.  Excellent !  . 
^Tis  Nejlor  right !  Nozv  flay  him  me^  Patroclus, 
Arming  to  anjwer  in  a  night  alarm. 
And  tnen,  forfooth,  the  faint  defefts  of  age 
Muft  be  the  fcene  of  mirth  i  to  cough^  aiKlfpit, 
And  with  a^alfy-fumbUiig^  on  his  gorget. 
Shake  in  and  out  the  rivet :— — and  at  this  iport. 
Sir  Valour  dies ;  cries,  0  l^^jnoughy  Patrcckts ;— 

3*  72(y  toplefs  deputation""^]     Tapk/j  is  that  which  has  QOthinj^ 
topping  or  overtopping  it ;  fupreme ;  fovereign.    Johnson, 
So,  in  DoBor  Fanfiusy  1604: 

<*  W>is  ^diik  the  hct  that  laufich'd  a  thoufaitd  fili^d^ 
**  And  burnt  the  toplefs  towers  of  Ilium  ?" 
Agsaiiit  Ui  theSlinJ  £eggar  hfj^exMtJriay  1598: 

**  Audi  toplefs  honours  be  befioyv*d  on  thee."    SteevejTs. 
♦  m^jm^as'n^ar  as  the  esUrenteflends^  Uq.\     The  parallels  to  which 
the  allufion  feems  to  be  made,  are  the  parallek  <m  a  map.    Ab 
Hke  as«afi-<o  wei^»    Johkson. 

5  ^^-^a  paljy  fumhling"'^']     This   ihoiild  be  wntten«-*/<lJ|$K 
fumbling^  i.  e,  paralytic  fumbling.    Tyrwhitt» 

-  Or 


TROILUS  AND   CRESSIDA;  ^  37 

Orgim  tne  ribs  offietl  I  IjhdlfpUt  all 
Inpleafiure  cftnyjpk&t.     And  in  tl^is  fafltion^ 
^  All  our  abilities^  gifts,  natures,  fliapes, 
Severals  and  generals  of  grace  exad:, 
Atchievements,  plots,  orders,  preventions^ 
Excitements  to  the  field,  or  fpeech  for  truce> 
Succefs,  or  lofs,  what  is,  or  is  not,  ferves 
As  ftufF  for  thefc  two  ^  to  make  paradoxes. 

Nejl.  And  in  the  imitation  of  thcfe  twain 
(Whom,  as  Ulyffes  lays,  opinion  crowns 
With  an  imperial  voice)  many  are  infedL 
Ajax  is  grown  felf-will'd ;  and  ^  bears  his  head 
In  fuch  a  rein,  in  full  as  proud  a  place 
As  broad  Achilles  :  keeps  ,his  tent  like  him ; 
Makes  fadious  feafts  ;  rails  on  our  ftate  of  war. 
Bold  as  an  oracle  :  and  fets  Therfites 
(A  (lave,  wliofe  gall  coins  iflanders  like  a  mint) 
To  match  us  in  eomparifons  with  dirt ; 
To  weaken  and  difcredit  our  expofure, 
'  How  rank  Ibever  rounded  in  with  danger. 

Ufyjf.  They  tax  our  policy,  and  call  it  cowardice ; 
Count  wifdom  as  no  member  of  the  war ; 
Foreftall  pre-fcience,  and  efteem  no  aA 
But  that  of  hand  :  the  ftill  and  mental  parts,— 
That  do  contrive  how  many  hands  Ihall  ftrike, 

^  A^  our  abilities^  gifts y  natures ^  Jhapes^ 
Sever  ah  and  generals  ofgrsiCt  exa6t, 

Atchievements^  plots ^  &c.]     Ail  our  gcjod  grace  e»aB^  m^&ns 
our  excellence  irreprehenfibUn     Johnson. 

^ to  make  paradoxes,"]     Paradoxes  may  have  a  meaain^i^ 

but  it  is  not  clear  and  diflin^.     I  wiiH  the  c6pies^had  given  : 

■ ■  to  make  parodies*    Johnson. 

*  hears  his  head 

In  fuch  a  rein^  •       ■]     That  is,  holds  Up  his  head  as  haughti* 
fy.    We  ^U'i^y  of  a  girl,  Jk  bridles,    JofiJisoN. 

^  How  TTLVik  foever  rounded -in  with  danger.}     Arankweedn 
a  high  weed.    The  modern  editions  filently  read  : 
H4W  h^rdfoenhr  * Johnson. 

P  3  Wheii 
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When  fitnefs  calls  them  on ;  *  and  know,  by  mcafure 
Of  their  oblervant  toil,  the  enemies' weight, — 
Why,  this  bath  not  a  finger's  dignity ; 
They  call  this — bed-work,  mappery,  clofet  war  : 
So  that  the  ram,  that  batters  down  the' wall. 
For  the  ^reat  fwing  and  rudenefs  of  his  poize, 
'They  place  before  his  hand  that  made  the  engine  ;    : 
Or  thofe,  that  with  the  finenefs  of  their  fouls 
By  reafon  guide  his  execution. 

Neft.  Let  this  be  granted,  and  Achilles^  horfe 
Makes  many  Thetis'  fons,  [Trumpet  founds^ 

,    Agam.  What  trumpet  ?  look,  Menelaus* 

Men*  From  Troy. 

Rnter  jEneas. 

Aga.  What  would  you  'fore,  our  tent  ? 

jEne.  Is  this  great  Agamemnon's  tent,  I  pray  you  ? 

Aga.  Even  this. 

£ne.  May  one,  that  is  a  herald,  and  a  prince. 
Do  a  fair  meflage  to  his  *  kingly  ears  ?  . 

Aga.  With  furety  ftronger  than  '  Achilles'  arm 
Tore  all  the  Greekifli  heads,  which  with  one  voice 
Call  Agamemnon  head  and  general. 

A^ne.  Fair  leaye,  apd  large,  fecprity.    How  may 
*  A  ftranger  to  thofe  moll  imperial  looks 

Know 


t^ 


'and  inoWy  ly  meafure 


Of  their  obferv ant  toil^  the  enemies  tw/g"^/,— ]     I  thinjc  It  were 
luetter  toreadf  * 

.       ■  ■     I    '.and  ktiffw  xht  meafure^ 
By  their  oh/ervant  toil f  of  th*  enemie/ weight.  Johnson* 

*  m-^^kingly  ears  ?]     The  quarto : 

kingly  eyes.    Johnson. 
'  ^"-^ Achilles*  arm]      So  -the  copies.     Perhaps  the  author 
wrote : 

■   ■         Alcides^  arm,    Johnson, 

♦  AJlranger  to  thofe  moft  imperial  loohs\  JVnd  yet  this  was  the  fe- 
venth  year  of  the  war.  Shakefpearc,  who  fo  wonderfully  prcferves 
char^.£ter,  ufually  confounds  the  cuftoms  of  all  nations ,  and  pro* 

bably 
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Know  them  from  eyes  of  other  rfiof t'als  ?    . 

A^a.  How?  '^     .     "     *    '" 

JSsne,  I  aik,  that  I  might  waken  reverence. 
And  *  bid  the  cheek  be  ready  with  a  bliiih 
Modeft  as  morning  when  iOie  colilly  eyes  -^ 

The  youthful  Kioebus :  .  .  -     ♦' 

Which  is  that  god  in  office,  guiding  men  ? 
Which  is  the  high  ^nd  mighty  Agarnemnon  ?  _'  ^ 

Aga.  This  Trojan  fcorns  us ;  br  the  men  of  Troy 
Are  ceremonious  coiirtiers. 

^e.  Cpurtiers  as  free,  as  debonair,  unarm'd', 
As  bending  angejs  ^  that's  their  fame  in  peace  :  . 
But  wlien  they  would  feem  foldiers,  they  have  galls,' 
Good  ^rms,  ftrong  joints,  true  fwords ;  and,  Jove's 

accord. 
Nothing  fo  full  of  heart.     But  peace,  jEneas, 
Peace,  Trojan ;  lay  thy  finger  on  thy  lips ! 
The  worthinefs  of  p'raife  diftains  his  worthy 
If  that  the  prais'd  himfelf  bring  the  praife  forth  : 
But  what  the  repining  enemy  commends, 
That  breath  fame  blaws ;   that  praife,  fole  pure, 
'  tranfcends. . 

Ag0.  Sir,  you  of  Troy,  call  you  yourfelf  ^neas  ?  . 

Mne.  Ay,  Greek,  that  is  my  name. 

Aga.^  What's  your  affiiir,  I  pray,  you  ? 

bably  fuppofed  that  the  ancients  (like  the  heroes  of  chivalry) 
fought  with  beavers  to  their  Helmets.  So,  in  the  fourth  a£t  of  this 
play,  JJeftor  fays  to  He6ior : 

Btet  this  thy  coHtiteManc^^  Jlill  lack* J  ivkjletl^ 
IneverfaV)  till  norjo. 
Shakefpeare  might  have  adopted  this  error  from  the  illuminators 
of  manufcripts,  who  never  fcem  to  have  entertained  the  lead 
idea  of  habits,  manners,  or  cuftoms  more  ancient  than  their  own.' 
There  are  books  in  the  Britifli  Mufeam   of  the  age  of  king 
Henry  VI  j  and  in  thcfe  the  heroes  of  ancient  Greece  are  re- 
prcfent^  in  the  very  dreiTes  worn  t^t  the  time  when  the  books  re- 
ceived their  decorations,    Steevbns. 
s  mmm^li4 1}^  ^^fek  -«^  ]    So  thc  foUo.    The  quarto  has : 

D  4  JE^t^ 
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'Mm.  Sir,  pardon  ;  'tis  fof.  Apw^W^oo'si  e v$.; 
y^^j.  He  heafs  nought  privatefyi  tH^t  conies,  fram 


^«^.  'Nor  I  frona  Troy  cgroet  not  ta  wWfpc?  hioi : 
I  bring  a  trumpet  to  awaike  l|is  ear  j^ 
To  fet  his  fenfe  on  the  attentive  beijt;. 
And  then  to  (peak. 

Aga.  Speak  frankly  as  the  wind  i 
It. is  not  Agan>emnop'§  fleepji^g  bPW  2  .^ 
That  thou  fhalt  know,  Trojan^  he  is  av)!:akey 
He  tells ,  thee  fo  binafel^  '  ,       :    ' 

Mm.  Trurnpet,  tlowloud,      .      _. 
5end  thy  brafs  vpipe  through  ajl  t-b,^e^  la;?;ytcnj:s,;-r-  ^ 
And  every. Greek  of  npiettje,.  let  hiox  know. 
What  Troy  means  fairly,  Ihall  be  fpoke  aloi^id. 

We  have,  great  ^^amemnoo,  hei:e  in  Troy 
A  prince  calrd  HeStor,  Pria.m  is.  hi.5  fiather. 
Who  in  this  dull  and  *  lopg-coAtujiu'd  truce 
Is  7 f ufly  grown ;  He  bade  rne.take  a,  trumpet. 
And  to  this  purpqfe  fpeak.     Kings,  princes,  lords^! 
If  there  be  one,  among  the  fair'ifc  9!  Greece, 
That  holds  his  hojiour  higher  th^n,  lii?^e^fe; ;-:    . 
That  fecks  his  pr^ifQ.xjiore.  than  he  rei^in  his  peiril ;  , 
That  knows  his' yajpur.,  and  kno.w3  pot  b^s.^fcai:; 
That  loves  his  miftVefy  *  more  than  in  confeflion, 
(With  truant  vows  ?  to  her  own  Ijip^  .he  loves):    , 
And  darcravow  her  beauty,  a^wi  hcf  worth. 
In  other  arms  than  hers,— to  him  this  challenge* 
Hedtor,  in  view  of  Trojans,  and  of  Greeks, 
Shall  make  it,  good,  or  do  his  befl:  to  do,  it,,    . 

*  I  .,1  vJoftg'Continugdtruc4i\  Of  this  long  truce  there  has  been 
no  notice  taken  ;  in  this  very  a£t  it  is  faid,  tl^t  Aja^  coped  He^or 
yefterday,  in  the  battle.     Johnson.  '  ^ 

'  -*-«r»^*-Q     Quarto,  refty*    Johnson". 

•  '"^mort  than  in  confeffion,]     C^nfeffioni^  icX'  frefegion. 

WAtRBlyRTON.     - 

* io  her  o^n  lips  he  loves)  ]  That  is,  confejjion  made  woith  idie 

v»n»s  to  the  lips  of  her.^ushom  heloves*  -  JcrHNSdi^^   ' 

He 
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He  bath  a  l^y,  wifer,  fair^F^  truer. 

Than  ever  Greek,  did  compaffi  in  hi$  arms ; 

And  will  to-morrow  with  his:  trumpet  cajl, 

Mid-way  t>^^vJfeje»  your  tents  and  walls  of  Troy^ 

To  roufe  a  Gkec^  that  is  true  in  love : 

]f  a^y  come,  H^^or  ihall  honour  him  ; 

If  none,  hell  fay  in  Troy,  when  he  retires, 

llie  Grecian  dames  are  fun-buraM,  '  and  not  worth 

The  iplinter  of  a  lance.     Even  fo  much. 

Aga.  This  ihall  be  told  our  lovers,  lord  iEneas  i 
If  none  of  them  have  foul  in  fuch  a  kind. 
We  left  them  aU  at  home  :  But  we  are  foldiers ; 
And  may  that  ibklief  a  mere  recreant  prove. 
That  means  not,  hath  not,  or  is  not  in  love  ! 
If  then  one  is,  or  hath,  or  means  to  be. 
That  OEie  meets.  Hk&ot ;  if  none  elfe,  I  am  he. 

Neji.  Tell  him  of  Nefior,  one  that  was  amah 
When  Hedor's  grandfire  fuck*d :  he  is  old  now  } 
But,  if  th^ro  be  nat  in  our  Grecian  hoil 
One  noble  man  that  hath  one  fpark  of  fire^  . 
To  anfwer  for  his  love.  Tell  him  from  me,r— • 
X\\  hide  my  Hlver  beard  in  a  gold  beaver, 
•  And  in  my  vantbrace  put  this  withered  brawny. 
And,  meeting  him,  will  tell  him.  That  my  lady 
Was  fairer  than  his  grandam^,  and  as  chaibe 
As  may  be  in  the  world  :  His  youth  in  flood, 
I'U.pawn.t-his  truth. with. my  three  drops  of  bloods 

Ane*  Now  heavens  forbid  fuch  fcarcity  of  youth !» 

yij^.  Amen. 

'    and  not  i\:9rtb 

^hefpllnter  of  a-  lance. -''^\  This  is  the  language  of  romance*^ 
Such  a  challenge  WQ.uld  better  have  fuited  Palmerin  at  Acoadls,, 
than  Hedor  or  yEneas.     Stervens. 

*  And,  in  my  vantUrace— •]  *An  armour  for  the  a;in>  avanthrau. 

POPE^ 

Miltott  ufc^  the  word. in  his  Sampfan  Agamfles^  and.Heywood^in 
^/rpnAgei  1632  : 

«*  1 ^ — pc;cufeht«  armour, 

"  Xhc  dint's  ilill  in  the  v4«/ir4:c^/*    Steeveks. 
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^j.  Fair  lord  -^ncas,  let  me  touch  your  hand ';    * 
To  our  pavilion  fhall  1  lead  you,  fir. 
Achilles  fhall  have  word  of  this  intent ; 
So  fliall  each  lord  of  Greece,  from  tent  to  tent : 
Yourfelf  ihall  feaft  with  us  before  you  go,     * 
And  find  the  welcome  of  a  noble  foe.     .       [^Exmit*- 

*  • 
Manent  UfyJJeSy  and  Nejior.  \ 

IJlg.  Neftor, 

JV^.  What  fays  Ulyfies?  . 

l^^  I'have  a  young  conception  la  my  brain,    • 
^  Be  you  my  time  to  bring  it  to  fome  Ihape. 

JVs/?-  What  is't  ? 

Ulyff.  This  Vis : 
Blunt  wedges  rive  hard  knots ;  The  fceded  pride  ♦ 
That  hath  to  its  maturity  blown  up 
In  tank  Achilles,  muft  or  now  be  cropt. 
Or,  fliedding,  breed  a  ^  nurfery  of  like  evil. 
To  over-b]aIk  us  all. 

Neji.  Well,  and  how  ?  * 

Ulyjf-  This  challenge  that  the  gallant  Hedor  fends. 
However  it  is  fpread  in  general  name. 
Relates  in  purpofe  only  to  Achilles. 

Nejt,  *  The  purpofe  isiperfpicuous  even  as  fubftance, 

:Whofe 

•  BeyoM  my  time  &c.]  i.  c.  be  you  to  my  preiient  purjxjfe  what 
time  is  ia  reQ)e£t  -of  all  other  fcbemes,  viz.  a  ripener  and  bringer 
of  them  to  maturity.    Steevens.  ^ 

•  ^-^--^thefeededpride^  &c.]  Shakefpearc  might  have  taken  this 
idea  from  Lyu^s  Herbal^  1578  and  1579.  The  Oleander  tree  01;, 
Nerium  **  hath  fcarce  one  goqd  prqpertic.  It  may  be  compared 
to  a  Pharifee,  who  raaketh  a  glorious  and  beautiful  Ihow,  bur  in- 
wardly is  of  a  corrupt  and  poiloned  nature.'* *'  It  is  high  time 

&c.  to  fupplant  it  (i.  e.  pharafaifm)  for  it  hath  already  floured,  lb' 
that  I  feare  it  will  ^omyfeedej  and  fill  this  wholefome  foyle  full 
of  wicked  Nerium,"    Tollet. 

^  ^^nurfery — ]    Alluding  to  a  plantation  called  a  nurfery, 

JOHNSO>r. 

•  The  purpofe  tsperjpicuoui  even  asfuhfiance^ 

JjH^ofe  grojfnefs  little  chardSiers  fum  15ft.']  That  i«,  the  purpofe 

is 
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Whofe  groffnefs  little  charadters  fum  up  : 

7  And,  in  the  publication,  make  no  ilrain, 

But  that  Achilles,  were  his  brain  as  barren 

As  banks  of  Libya, — ^though,  Apollo  knows, 

*Ti$  dry  enough,-— will  with  great  fpeed  of  judgment. 

Ay,  with  celerity,  find  He(Sor's  purpofe 

Pointing  on  him, 

Ulyjf*  And  wake  him  to  the  anfwer,  think  you  ? 

tiejt^  Yes,  'tis  moft  meet ;  Whom  may  you  clfc 
oppofe,  :         »\  *-'     * 

That  can  from  Hedkor  bring:  thofe  honours'ofF, 
If  uot  Achilles  ?  Though't  be  a  fportful  combat. 
Yet  in  tliis  trial  maich  opinion  dwells  ; 
For  here  the  Trojans  tafte  our  dear'ft  repute 
With  their  fin'ft  palate  :  And  truft  to  me,  Ulyfles, 
Our  imputation  Ihall  be  oddly  pois'd  i 

In  this  wild  adion :  for  the  fuccefs. 
Although  particular,  ihali  give  a  *  fcantling. 
Of  good  or  bad  utito  the  general ; 

IS  as  plain  as  hoJy  or  fubflance  ;  and  though  I  have  colle6led  this 
purpofe  from  many  minute  particulars,  as  agrofs  body  is  made  up 
of  fmall  in'fenfible  parts,  yet  the  refult  is  as  clear  and  certain  as  a 
body  thus  made  up  is  palpable  and  vilible.  This  is  the  thought, 
though  a  little  obfcured  in  the  concifenefs  of  the  expreflion. 

War  BUR  TON. 
.Sulftance  is  eflate,  the  value  of  which  is  afcertained  by  the  ufe 
of  fmall  charaBers^  i.  e,  numerals.     So  in  the  prologue  to  JT, 
HtnryVi  ^       Z  ' 

a  crooked  figure  may 

Attefl,  in  little  place,  a  million. 
The  gro/s/um  is  a  term  ufed  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice.     Grofs-^ 
«g/jhas  the  fame  meaning  in  this  inftance.     Steevens. 

^  Amd^  in  the  fuhlicaiion^  make  no  Jirain^  Neftor  goes  on  to 
fay,  make  no  difScylty,  no  doubt,  when  this  duel  comes  to  be 
proclaimed,  but  that  Achilles,  dull  as  he  is,  will  difcover  the 
drift  of  it.  T)iis  13  the  meaning  of  ^hc  line.  So  afterwardB,  in 
this  play,  UlyfTes  lays : 

/  do  not  flrain  at  the  pofitlon* 
i.  e.  I  do  not  hefitate  at,  I  make  no  difficulty  of  it,    Theobald. 

* •fcantUng]     That  is,  a  meafure^  proportion.    The  carpcn- 

^  cuts  his  wood  to  a  Qtrtsin/cantJing,    Johnson, 

And 
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And  in  fuch  indexes^  although  'foiajtl  pricks  /. 

To  their  fubfequent  voJLumea^  th^fic  is  fccn  . 

The  baby  %vire  of  the  gia^t  mafe 

Of  things  to  tQvo^  at  lajrge.     It  is  fuppos'dy 

^Ci  that  meets  Hc&or,  iflues  from  our  cboico  : 

And  choice^  beiag,  mutual  a&  of  all  our  ibulsj 

Makes  merit  her  eledion  ;  and  doth  boil. 

As  'twere  from  forth  us.  all,:  a  maadiftiird 

Qm:  of  our  virtwea;  Who  mifcaiirying. 

What  heart  receives  from  hence  a  Qonquering  part. 

To  flcfil'  a  Along  opinion  to  thcnifelves  ? 

'  Which  ©ntertain-d,  limbs  are  in  his  Lnflxwncnts, 

In  no  lefs  working,  ibaii  are  fwords  and  bow^ 

Diredive  by  the  limbs. 

UfyJ^^  Give  pardon  to  my  fpeech ;— ^ 
Therefore  'tis  meet,  Achillos  meet  not  Hcftor# 
Let  us,  like  merchants,  fliow  orur  fouleft  wares. 
And  thinh>  perchance,  they'll  fell ;  if  not. 
The  luftre  of  the  better ihaU  exceed. 
By  fliewing  the  worfl:  firft.     Do  not  confent, 
'J* hat  ever  Hector  and-  AchiHes  meet ; 
For  both  our  honour  and  our  Ihame,  in  this, 
j^ye  do^'d  with  two  ftrange  followers^ 

JV^*  I  fee  them  Bot  witL  my  old  eyes  ;  What  are 
I     they? 

UljlPVi^  hat  glory  our  Achilles  fhares  from  Hedorj^ 
Were  he  not  proud,  we  all  ihould  *  ihare  with  him  : 
But  he  already  is  too  infolent ;  ^ 

And.  we  were  better  parch  in  Africk  fun. 
Than  in  the  J)ride  and  fait  fcorn  of  his  eyes. 
Should  he  'fcape  He<ftoriair  :  If  he  were  foil'd. 
Why,  then  we  did  our  main  opinion  crulh    - 

*  — — -/«w///r/f>5i]     SmzW  fotnts  compared  with  the  volumes. 

Johnson. 

*  Which  enurtait^dy-^^    Thefe  two  lines  are  not  in  the  quarto, 

Johnson. 

*  '^Jhare'^']    So  the  qua^rto.    The  folio,  wear*    Johnson. 

la 
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In  taint  of  our  he&  man.     No^  make  a  lottery ; 

And,  by  device,  let  blockilh  Ajax '  draw 

Th^Tort '♦  td  figbt  with  Uedor  i  f^m6rj^  ourfdYes^ 

Give  him  allowance  as  the  better  man. 

For  that  will  phyfick  thjci  great  Mya-midon, 

Who  broils  in  loud  applaufe ;  ana  make  him  fall 

His  creft^  that  pr<H]4?tfa#Q  blue  ix&  bends« 

If  the  dull  brainlefs  Ajax  come  fafe  off. 

We'll  drefs  him  up  in  voices  :  l&h^  fliil^ 

Tet  go  we  tinder  our  apiftfO^  4i$t, 

That  we  have  better  men.     But,  hilt  or  mi6t 

Our  projed's  life  this  Ihape  of  ^eirfc  allbmes,-^    < 

Ajaxy  €mploy'*d,  ^looks  down  AchiUei'  plmmes*  ^ 

N^  Ulyfles^        

Now  I  begin  to  relilb  thy  advice ; 

And  I  will  give  a  tafte  of  it  forthwith 

To  Agamemnon :  go  we  to  him  fl^ftighl; 

Two  curs  fhall  tame  each  other;  Pf*Se^iohe    • 

f  Iftrft^csrre  the  mafti^  bn,  as  'tf^ere^tfa^ir  bonew 

5  ^.-—hlochjh  Ajax-^^ — ]    SHakifjjoirfc  on  ttus>ccfl(iini  hai.^Of 
ferted  Lidc;atey  who  give»  3>very  di&reat  qh^tadter  of  Ajax ; 
**  Another  Ajax  (furnamed  Telasnon) 
**  There  was,  ZTMLnihztkamhgdiiiffJffreyBcc/*       ■  -  ' 
**  Who  did  fp  much  in  eloquence  abound, 
**  That  in  his  time  the  like  could  not  be  found.^ 
Again :  ... 

"  And  one  that  hated  f  ride  andJbHtn^,y  &c** 
Our  aiittior  appears  to  hiVe  drawn  \m  portrait  t>f  tke-  Oj!tcia[i 
chief  from  the  inve^Tes  ilhrawn  out.fl^itri^iiimrfay  Uiyliea^nttfai^ 
thirteenth,  book  of  Ovid's  Metafflwcphdfis;  or  from  the  pi?ologue 
to  Htoiag^on's  MttanicrpbQfii.  of  A}aK»,  1^969  in  which  he  i^Ye- 
prefented  as  **  ftrong,  heady,  boifleroua,  and  a  terrible  figfating 
lelbw,  but  neither  wi^,  learned,  fbide,  nor  pdlliiicfce.** 

^  The  fort        ]     i.e.  the  lot.    Steevews. 
'J^tarre  the  mMftiffs  ony-''-^'\     Tan^t^  an  dd  EitgHfiumpcd 
Sgnifyiti^  to  provoke  or  urge  on.    Sec  IQu^  Johuy  uSt  Iv *  fc.^i*    - 

** — likeiiSog 

^J  Snatch  at  .hia  nafler  that  doth  Marham  on.''  Pobe« 

ACT 
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*        ^     m      ^ 


A  C  T     II.       S  C  E  N  E     I. 

The  Grecian'camp. 
Enter  lijax,  and^erfites. 


-/ff^wr.  Therfites, 


I'i  < 


7%er.  Agamemnon— JioW'i£  fa/e;  hacli  boUs  ?.  fiull^ 
all  over^  gcnei?alty ?.  .:-:\-y\.  -.[  / 

Ajax.  'i  berfitc*,' 


"Ther.  And  ^thofe  .boils  di4  run  ?         SayrfOj 


did  not  the  general  run  then  ?  were  not  thatabotchy 
core  ?  ^         ^  .        '  1 

>^j^.  Dog,—*  .  ',   I  : 

Ther.  ThCT^  thert  :Wbtild  cQxne  fame  matter  fiom 
him;  IfeenpnbpoW.  r  ... 

^/*xr.  Thou  bitch- wolfs  fon,  canft  thou  not. he&r  ? 
JFieel  then*  [^Strikes  hinii 

Ther.  ^The  plague  of  Greece  upon  thee,  thou 
m'ungrel  beef-witted  lord ' !  '   . 

j^ax.  ^  SpeaKthen,  thou  linfalted  leaven,  fp^ak: :  t 
will  beat  thee  into  handfomenefs.  V    » 

.  *'  Tber. 

^  Act  II.]  This  play  is  not  divided  into  a6ts  In  any  of  the 
orifi^nal  editions.    Johnsok,  '     '    *  - 

"ne plague  cf  Greece "^•^'i    Alluding  perhaps  to  the  pla^c 
fen t  by  Apollo  on  the  Grecian  army.    Johnson.  •      • 
'    «  — .  beef-witted  iorJ/]    So  in  Twelfth-Night : 

'    **  -: 1  am  a  great  eater  of  heef^  and  I  believe  that  do^  fiarnt 

to  my  w/>."    Steevens. 

'Speak  then  J  thou  unfalted  leaven^  ^fpeak\\  The  reading  ob-^ 
truded  upon  us  by  Mr.  Pope,  was  unfalted  leaven^  that  has  no 
authority  or  countenance  from  any  of  the  copies  ;  nor  that 
iipproaches  in  any  degree  to  the  traces  of  the  old  reading,  you 
nxihinid^ft  leaven.  This,  it  is  true,  is  corrupted  and  unintelUgi* 
ble ;  but  the  emendation,  which  I  have  coined  out  of  it,  gives  u» 
a  fenfe  apt  and  confonant  to  what  Ajas  WQuId  fay,  unvjihnovjd'fl 

leavetu 
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:  fher.  I  Ihdl  foaner  rgil  tbfjc  Aixto  wit  and  iwliriefs  : 
but,  I  think,  thy  horfe  wifl  fooner  con  an^.orationi 
than  thou  learn  a  prayer  without  book*  Thou.canft 
firike,  canft  thou  ?.g  red  murrain  o' thy' jade's. tricks  ! 

Jjax.  Toads-ftool,  learn  me  tht  prodlamJition. 
•  iTifer.  Doft  thpi*  tbSnky  I  have  no  fenfc,  thou  ilrik'ft 
me  thus  ?  ..;..:.*'"  J   . 

Jjax.  Tiit  proclamation^-'— r—  ,    J  .. 

fher.  Thou  art  proclaimed  a  fool,  I  think. 

Jjax.  Do  not,  ptorcuf^ine,  do  .'not ;  my  fingers, itch. 
.  fhtr.  I  woul4,  Xhpn  didft.  jjtch  from  hefiid  .to  foot, 
and  I  had  the  fcratching  of  thefe  ;.J  would  make  thee 
the  loathfomeft  fcab  'in  Qreepe.  Wheo,  thou. art 
iorth  in  the  iiicurfions,  thou  flrikeft  as  flow  as  an- 
other, 
I  Jjax.  I  fay,  the  proclamation,-——  •    -  " 

Tber.  Thou  grumbled  and  raileft  every  hquroii 
Achilles;  andthbn  art  as  full  of  envy  at  his  grea^i^pfs, 

leaven.*  **  Thou  lump  of  four  dough,  kneaded  up  oat' of  a 
^otvidr  unpurged  and  unfifted,  with  all  the  drofs  and  bran  in  it.—" 

;  Theobald*   • 

Speak  then,  jhou  vrlxim^*^  leaven^']  This  is  the  reading  of  the 
old  copies  :  it  (hould  be  'windy efi^  i.  c,  xnoft  windy  ;  leaven  being 
made  by  a  great  fermentation*  This  epithet  agrees  well  with 
Therfites'  chara£ter.    War  bur  ton.  

Hanmer  prcferves  wbinid*Ji,  the  reading  of  the  folio  ;    but 

does  not  explain  it^  nor  do  I  underfland  ir.     If  the  folio  bef^U 

lowed,  I  r^d,  v/»ewV,  that  is  mouldy  ka*ven.    Thou  compbfition 

of  mujiineji'^n&  fournefs,  -^ —  Theobald's  aflcrtion ,  however  c^fi* 

dent,  is  falfe.     Uv/glted  leaven  is  in  the  old  quarto.     It  me^na 

four  withouty^///,  malignity  without  wit.     Shflkelpcare  wrote  firft 

vfi/alted;  but  recollecting  that  want  of /alt  was  no  fault  in  leaven, 

changed  it  to  <E;/VytfwV.r     Johwson.  '    ' 

•    Uvfahed  is  the  reading  of  both  the  quartos.   Francis  Beaumonr^' 

in  his  letter  to  Speght  on  his  edition  of  Chaucer's  works, .  1602, 

fays :  "  Many  of  Chaucer's  words  are  become  as  it  were  vinevo^d 

and  hoarie  with. over  long  lying."    Steevens. 

*  in  Greece.}     The  quarto  adds  thefe  words:  when  thou 

art  firth  i^  the  incurjioniy  thou  Jlrikcfi  ^s  JIow  as  another. 

Johnson'. 
■  as 


rv. 
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as  Cerberos  h  at  Pirdferpina's  bearmy^  *  ay  that  tftou 
bark^ft  at  him, 

j0$fiax.  MiftFefs  Therfites ! 

tier.  Tbou  fliotildft  ftnke  him* 

Jj&ic.  Cobloaf! 

Then  i^  would  ^puti  tbee  int^l'^iH^r^  witli  bis 
fift^  as  a  failor  breaks  a  biiket. 

yijax:.  You  whorejfon  cut  I  ^Seafing  him. 

Ther.m&j  do. 

JifSJc.  *  Thdu  flool  for  a  witch  1 

9%^.  Ay ^  ^  do ;  diou  fodd^n-wkt^d  lord  !  tbou 
iiail  no  mdtt  bl^^n  t^to  I  hatHs  in  my  ^bows  $  ^  ^n 
>affineg(^  may  ^lutor  diee  v  Thou  foiiiry  Valiattt  afs  I 

tbora 

*  ——ay  that^jiuuL  larPji  at  him.]  I'trqrd»  0  that  thott 
larKdftathim,    Johnson.  ^ 

He  old  reading  is  /,  which,  if  changed  at  all,  (hbuld  have 
biecn  changed  into  <9iu    TTK\^itiT^. 

3  Cohloaff]  A  crufly  uneven  loaf  is  in  (bme  counties  called  by 
fhkvnanie*    SrssvENs; 

♦  -*— *pua  thee  into  JhiV^S'':'^^'\i Pun  is  Jff^th^  midland  .couil^ 
ties^he  vulgar  and  colloquial  word  ior  pound,  Johnson.' 

It  h  ufed  %  P.  Hblland  in' his  tnmll8tioft]i^f  P^y's  N^t«ififl:. 
b,  sxviii.  cl^.  12:  **  ■  funded  altogethei::  and  jreduc^  inta  a  li^ 
Bimeitt."  Again,  b.  otxix.  ch.  4*.  ''The  gall  of  thefe  Vit9x4^ 
funned  and  diirolved  in  water."   St«evek?.    . 

•  Thou  ftod for  a  witth! — ]  In  one  way  of  tryifig  z-wltcb  they 
uf6dto|>)ac;e.her  on  ^  chair  or  ftooL,  witl^.h^r  l^gft  tied 'Ocrofs,  thsH: 
All  tiie  weiglvt  of  her  body  might  raft  upon  her  feat ;  4n4  by  .that 
means,  after  fome  time,  the  circulation  .of  the«,blood  would  lie 
much  flapped,  and  her  fittij^g  would  be  a6|>aiaful  as  the  w'oodefei 
hcfffe.    Dr*  G&Ar. 

«  •  ^n  s^nego  — i-  ]  I  am  not  very  certain  what  the  Idea 
conveyed  by  this  word  was  meant  to  be.  Afin^io  is  Italian,  (a^g 
Hanmer,  for  an  afs-dri^ver :  but  in  Minui^  a  triige4y  by  R<>b« 
Baren,  aj£l  III.  the  following  paiTage  t>ccurs,  Wiilha  note  atine&dl 
toit; 

it ihe'ftoutttufty'Wade, 

'*'  That  at  one  blow  has  cut  an  efihe^ 
*'  Afunder  like  a  thread."- 
«*  This  (fays  the  author)  is  the  ufual  trial  of  thePerlian  fham« 
(beers,  or  cemiters.  which  are  crooked  like  a  cref^ent,  of  fo  good 

/  .  metal^ 
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thou  art  here  put  to  thralh  Trojans  ;  and  thou  art 
bought  and  fold  among  thofe  of  any  wit,  like  a  Bar- 
barian flave.  If  thou  ufe  to  beat  me,  I  will  begin  at 
thy  heel,  and  tell  what  thou  art  by  inches,  thou 
thing  of  no  bowels,  thou ! 

Jjax.  You  dog!  .    , 

7her.  You  fcurvy  lordl 

AjaXn  You  cur  !  [Beating  him. 

Tber.  Mars  his  ideot !  do,  rudenefs ;  do,  camel ; 

do,  do, 

■  I 

Enter  AchiUes^  and  Patroclus. 

Achil.  Why,  how  now,  Ajax  ?  wherefore  do  you 
thus? 
How  now,  Therfites  ?  wh.at's  the  matter, man? 

Ther.  You  fee  him  there,  do  you  ? 

Achil.  Ay;  What's  the  matter  ? 

Ther.  Nay,  look  upon  him. 

Achil.  So  I  do ;  What's  the  matter  ? 

Ther.  Nay,  but  regard  him  well. 

AchiL  Well,  why  I  do  fo. 

fher.  But  yet  you  look  not. well  upon  him  :  for| 
whofoever  you  take  him  to  be,  he  is  Ajax, 

Achil.  1  know  that,  fool. 

fher.  Ay,  but  that  fool  knows  not  himfelf. 

Ajax.  Therefore  I  beat  thee. 

metal,  that  they  prefer  them  before  any  other,  and  fd  (harp  at 
any  razor." 

I  hope,  for  the  credit  of  the  pnnce,  ^hat  the  experiment  was 
rather  made  on  an  afsy  than  an  afs-drivtr.  From  the  following 
paflage  I  ihould  fuppofe  afinego  to  be  merely  a  cant  termfor  a  foolilh 
fellow,  an  ideot :  '*  They  apparell'd  me  as  you  fee,  made  a  fool, 
or  an  afinego  of  me,"  See  The  Antiquary  ^  a  comedy,  by  S.  Mar- 
mioQ,  1641.  Again,  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Scornfid 
Likfy : 

^*  ——all  this  would  be  forfwom,  and  I  again  an  ^fiugo^  ai 
your  fifler  left  me."    Steevens. 
AJiwgo  is  Portuguefe  for  a  littk  afs.    MvsaaAVl* 

Vol.  IX.  E  %hir'^ 
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Ther.  Lo,  lo,  lo,  lo,  what  modicums  of  wit  he 
utters  r  his  evafions  have  ears  thus  long*  I  have 
'bobbed  his  brain,  more  than  he  has  beat  my  bones  : 
I  will  buy  nine  fparrows  for  a  penny^and  hkspia  ma- 
ter is  not  worth  the  ninth  part  of  a  Iparrow.  This 
lord,  Achilles,.  Ajax,— who  wears  his  wit  in  his  belly^ 

and  his  guts  in  his  head,- ru  tell  you  what  Ifay 

of  him. 

Achil  V/hat  ?  •"   .    .      . 

ner.  i  fay,  this  Ajax    ■    ■  -^     ' 

AchiU  Nay,  good  Ajax. 

\^Ajax  vffers  to  firike  himy  Ad^lUes  interpofes. 
.    I'her.  Has  not  fo  much  wit — — 

Achil.  Nay,  I  muft  hold  you. 

Ther.  As  will  Hop  the  eye  of  Helen's  needle,  for 
whom  be  comes  to  fight. 

AchiL  Peace,  fool  [ 

Ther.  I  would  have  peace  and  quietncfs,  but  the 
fool  will  not :  he  there ;  that  he ;  look  you  there. 
"  Ajax.  O  thou  damn'd  cur  !  I  {hall — — 

Achil.  Will  you  fet  your  wit  to  a  fool's  ? 

Ther.  No,  I  warrant  you ;  for  a  fool's  will  ftamc  it» 
'^     Tatr.  Good  words,  Therfites. 

AchiL  What's  the  quarrel  ? 

Ajax.  I  bade  the  vile  owl,  go  learn  me  the  tenout 
of  the  proclamation,  and  be  rails  upon  nxe* 

Ther.  I  ferve  thee  not. 

Ajax.  Well,  goto,  goto. 

Ther.  I  ferve  here  voluntary.' 

j^hiL  Your  laft  fervice  was  fufferance,  'twas  not 
voluntary ;  no  man  is  beaten  voluntary  :  Ajax  was 
"here  the  voluntary,  and  you  as  binder  an  imprefs. 
'  Tlw\  Even  fo  ?— a  great  deal  of  your  wit  too  lies 
.  -in  your  finew8,br  clfe  there  be  liars.  Hedtor  ihall  have 
a  great  catch,  if  he  knock  out  either  of  your  brains  ; 
'^a  were  as  good  crack  a  fufty  nut  with  no  kernel. 

Achil  What,  with  me  too,  Tberfites  ? 
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5^^^;  There's  .Ulyffes  and  old  '  3>Ieftor,-^whofe  wit 
Was  mouldy  etc  your  grandfires  had  nails  on  th«ir 
toes, — yoke  you.Uke  draft  oxen,  and  makeyouplpugh 
up  the  war. 

JchiL  What,  what? 

Then  Yes,  goodfooth;  To,  Achilles !  to^  Aja:}c ! 
to ! 

jijax.  I  fliall  cut  out  your  tongue;  *^ 

Ther.  'Tis  no  matter ;  I  jhall  fpeak  as  much  as 
thou>  afterwards. 

Patr.  No  more  words,  ^'h^rfites  ;  peace. 

TheTi  I  will  hold  my  peace  *  when  Achilles'  brach 
bids  me,  fhall  I  >  '  , 

Jdil.  There's. for  you,  P^troclus, 

Then  I  will  fee  you  hang'd,  like  clotpoles,  ere  I 
com6  any  anore  to  your  tents ;  I  will  keop  wh^re 
there  is  wit  flirrino:,  and  leave  the  faftion  of  fools. 

[Exit. 

Pair.   A  ffood  riddance, 

AchiL  Marry  this,  fir,  is  proclaimed  through  all 
our  hoit : 
That  Hecftor,  by  the  fifth  hour  df  the  fun. 
Will,  with  a  trumpet,  'twixt  our  tents  and  Troy, 

*  ■  "Neftor — yohofe  ivit  zvas  moulJy.  ere  their  grandfires  had 
nails'-']  This  is  one  of  thefe  editors*  wife  ridflles.  iWh^t^^Vaa 
Neflor's  wit  mouldy  before  his  grandfires  to^s  had  any  ijiails  ^,Pre- 
poflerous  n.ojifenfe !  .and  yet  fo  eafy  a  change,  as  one  poor  pro- 
noun for^nother,  fets  all  right  and  clear.     Theobald.     ' 

*  --^^v^en  Achiiics^  brach  bids  /»^,— ^]  The  folio  and  quarto 
read, — Achlillfis' ir^^Ffi^,  J?r^/7f/5>  is  anappcud^nt.orp^incn?.  7hc 
meaning  jn^ay  be,  equival/ait  to  one  of /Achilles'  hanger s^n. 

Johnson. 

Briich  I  believe  to  be  the  true  reading.  IJe  calls  Patroclus,  in 
contempt,  Achilles' dog.     Stee yens. 

Brgcch^  .wbich  is  Jthe  reading  of  all  the  ^Id  Copies? .  had'  perhaps 
fcrmerljr  Ibme  meaning  at  prefent  unknown.  Jn  the  following 
palTage  in  Lodge's  Rofalynde  or  Euphues*  Golden  LegacU^  'S92> 
itfeemsto  %nify..if>nietjimg  vpry  different  from  a  pin  or  a  boflkin  z 
"  His  bonnet  was  green,  whereon,  flood  a  copper  hroofh^Skxt^  the 
pifturc  of  St.  Denis/'    Malone,       '      "  '^     '    '  '      •     ^ 
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To-morrow  morning  call  fome  knight  to  arms. 
That  hath  a  ftomach  ;  and  fuch  a  one,  that  dare 
Maintain — I  know  not  what ;  'tis  traih  :  Farewel. 
Jjax.  F?irewel.     Who  Ihall  anfwer  him  ? 
Jclbil.  I  know  not,  it  is  put  to  lottery  ;  otherwife. 
He  knew  his  man. 

^    Jjax.  O,  meaning  you  i—VW  go  learn  more  of  it. 

[^Exeunt. 

SCENE        II. 

T  RO  r. 

Priam^s  palace. 
Enter  Priam,  HeElor,  Troilusy  Paris^  and  Helenus, 

Prt.  After  fo  many  hours,  lives,  fpceches  fpent. 
Thus  once  again  fays  Neftdr  from  the  Greeks ; 
rDeUver  Helen^  and  all  damage  elfe — 
As  honour^  kfs  of  time,  travel,  expence, 
fVbundSj  friends,  and  what  elfe  dear  that  is  confum^d 
In  hot  digeftion  of  this  cormorant  war, — 
ShaU  be  Jlruck  off^f^HtAor,  what  fay  you  to't  ? 

HeS^  Though  no  man  leffer  fears  the  Greeks  than  I, 
As  far  as  toucheth  my  particular,  yet. 
Dread  Priam, 

There  is  no  lady  of  more  fofter  bowels. 
More  fpungy  to  fuck  in  the  fenfe  of  fear. 
More  ready  to  cry  out — fp^o  knows  what  follows  ? 
Than  Hedor  is  :  The  wound  of  peace  is  furetj'^. 
Surety  fecure  ;  but  modeft  doubt  is  called 
The  beacon  of  the  wife,  the  tent  that  fearches 
To  the  bottom  of  the  worft.     Let  Helen  go : 
Since  the  firft  fword  was  drawn  about  this  queflion. 
Every  tithe  foul,  'mongft  '  many  thoufand  difmes. 

Hath 

3  .ff^n-  thoufand  difmes,]    Difme^  Fr.  is  the  tithe,  the 

l^ntb*    So,  m  the  prologue  to  Gower*s  Confejpo  Amantis,  1554: 
*•  The  difme  goeth  tothc  battailc.'* 

Again, 
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Hath  been  as  dear  as  Helen  ;  I  megn,  of  ours  : 
If  ,we  have  loft  fo  many  tenths  of  ours, 
To  guard  a  thing  not  ours ;  not  worth  to  us. 
Had  it  our  name,  the  value  of  one  ten  ; 
What  merit's  in  that  reafon,  which  denies 
The  yielding  of  her  up  ? 

Trot.  Fie,  fie,  my  brother  ! 
Weigh  you  the  worth  and  honour  of  a  king, 
So  great  as  our  dread  father,  in  a  fcale 
Of  common  ounces  ?  will  you  with  counters  fum 
*  The  paft-proportion  of  his  infinite  ? 
And  buckle-in  a  waift  moft  fathomlefs. 
With  fpans  and  inches  fo  diminutive 
As  fears  and  reafons  ?  fie,  for  godly  fliame } 

Hel.  No  marvel,  though  you  bite  fo  iharp  at  reafons^ 
You  are  fo  empty  of  them.     Should  not  our  father 
Bear  the  great  fway  of  his  aiFairs  with  reafons, 
Becaufe  your  fpeech  hath-  none,  that  tells  him  fo  ? 

Trot.  You  are  for  dreams  and  flumbers,  brother 
prieft. 
You  fur  your  gloves  with  reafon.    Here  are  your 

reafons  : 
You  know,  an  enemy  intends  you  harm ; 
You  know,  a  fword  employed  is  perilous. 
And  reafoo  flies  the  obje£t  of  all  harm  : 
Who  marvels  then,  when  Helenus  beholds 
A  Grecian  and  his  fword,  if  he  do  fet 
The  very  wings  of  reafon.  to  his  heels ; 
^  And  fly  like  chidden  Mercury  from  Jove, 


Again,  in  Holinibed's  Reign  of  Rich.  II : 

*'  fo  that  there  was  levied,  what  of  the  dt/me^  and  by  the 

devotion  of  the  people,  &c.''    Steevens. 

*  The  pSiR'pr^artlon  of  his  infinite  ?]    Thus  read  both  the  co- 
pies.    The  meaning  is,  that  greatnefs  to  ^vohich  no  meafure  hears  any 
froportion.     The  modern  editors  lilently  give : 
The  vaft  proportion  Johnson. 

'  Andfy  like  chidden  Mercury  from  Jovey 
Or  like  a  flar  diforVdf-^^^    Thefc  two  lines  arc  mifplaced' 
ifi  all  the  foUo  editions*    Pote. 

E  3  Or 
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Or  like  a  tfax  (Jif-orb'd  ?— Nay,  if  we  tdk  of  reafen'. 
Let's  Ihut  our  gate?,  arid  fkep  :  ManKootl  and  hont)uf 
Shoul4  have  hare  hearts,  vvoihrd  they  tut  fat  their 

thoughts 
With  this  dramm'd  reafbn  :  reafon  and  refpedt 

^  Make  livers  pale,  and  luftyhpod  dejcfit. 

HeS.  Brother,  fhe  is  not  worth  whatflie  doth  co(|: 

•  The  holding. 

Trot.  What  is  aught,  bu*:  as  'tis  yaln*d  ? 
He^.  But  value  dwells  riot  in  particulay  will ; 
It  holds  his  eftimate^and  dignity 
As  well  wherein  'tis  precious  ofitfplf. 
As  in  the  prizer  :  'tis  mad  idolatry,- 
To  make  the  fervige  greater  than  the  god  ; 
*  And  the  will  dotes,  that  is  inclinable 
To  what  infeftioufly  itfelf  affedts,  ' 
f  Wjthcfut  feme  image  of  the  affedted  merit. 
i'roL  I  take  to-da*5^awife,  andmyeledioi^ 

-  Js  led  on  in  the  condvid:  of  my  will ; 
My  will  enkindled  by  mine  eyes  and  ears, 
Two  traded  pilots  'rwixt  tie  dangerous  fhore? 
Of  will  and  judgment ;  How  may  I  avoid, 
-Although  nty  will  dfiftalle  what  it  elefted, 

.  The  wife  I  chofe  ?  thete  can  be  no  evafion 
To  blench  from  this,  and  to  ftand  firm  by  hdriodr  ^ 
"y^e  turn  not  back  the  filks  upon  the  merchant, 

•  An^  the  ivill  ifofes^  that  is  Inclinable]  Old  edition,  not  la 
^'ell,  has  it  aitr  ihut  I've  ^     Pope, 

By  the  old  edition  Mr.  Pope  means  the  old  cjuarto.  The  foliq 
Jias,  as  it  flands,  i7jclinable>  ■  ■  ■ .  I  think  tKe  iirft  reading  better ; 
tbe^Ul Hiftes  ^at  dttriirites  or  gives  the  qualities  ixshich  it  ^eSh \ 
^hat  firft  caufes  excellence,  and  then  admires  it,     Johnson. 

'  WiLth6\a  foht  image  of  the  aftedted  merit  J]     We  fliould  read  ; 
,  ., ,  »"«  the  affcdled's  merit. 
{,  e,  without  ibme  mark  of  merit' in  the  thing  affected. 

War  BUR  TON, 

The  prefent  reading  is  right.  The  will  offers  an  objct^  for 
f<Ane  fuppofcd  meriiy  which  He£lor  fays  is  cehfurable,  unlcfs  the 
imerit  fo.  affcHed  be  really  there,    Johnson, 

:         '  '■     '    '  When 
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-Whtn  we.bave  •foird  them;   nor  the  remainder 

viands 
We  do  not  throw  in  ^  unfefpeftive  ficve, 
Becaufe  we  now  are  fulh     It  was  thought  m^ct, 
Paris  fliould  do. feme  vengeance  on  the  Greeks-: 
Your  breath  of  full  confent  bellyM  his  fails ; 
The  ieas  and  winds  (old  wranglers'^  took  a  tnicc,  . 
And  did  him  fervice  :  he  touch'd  the  ports  defir'd^ 
And,  for  anold  aunt,  whom  the  Grepks  held  c^ptite. 
He  brought  a  Grecian  quecB,whofe  youth  and  frefc- 

nefs 
Wrinkles  Apollo's,  and  makes  *  pale  the  morning. 
Why  keep  we  her  ?  the  Grecians  keep  pur  aunt ; 
Is  flie  .woxth  keeping  ?  why,  Ihe  is  a  pearl, 
Whofe  price  hath  launched  above  a  thotrfatid  fhips; 
And  turnM  eroWn'd  kings  to  mercha,nts. 
If  vou'U  avouch,  'twas  wifdom  Paris  went, 
(As  you  muft  needs,  for  you  all'cry'd — Go^  go) 
If  you'll  confefs,  he  brought  home  noble  pn2e; 
(As  you  mufl:  needs,  for  j^ou  all  clapp'd  your  hands. 
And  cvY^A—r-IneJlimable  //why  do  you  now     - 
Theiffue  of  your  proper  wifdoms  rate  ;  •    .  \ 

*  And  do  a  deed  that  fortune  never  did* 

} -^-^^^iVdiihem; — ]     So  rc^ds  the  quarto,     The  folio    •       .' 

■    '     -^fpoilM  thim."^^-^    Johnson. 
^ '^^'^jinri/peHi'Ui  'fieye,.]      That   is,    intp  J^  somTkon  nuuder^ 
Sieve  is  in  the  quarto.     The  folio  reads, 

■  unrejpe^i've.  fame  ;      •  • 
for  which  the  modern  editions  have  lilently  printed,  ' 

'——^nnrtfpeSikfe  place.     Johnson. 

*  — --pale./i«  morning.']  So  the  quarto.  T^  fclio  ^jndynoii 
dem  editors,  • 

^  &.2\tjhe  morning,     JoHNSON, 

*  And  do  a  deed  thitt  fortune  never  did^]  If  I  underhand  this 
pafTage,  the  meaning  is :  'TWhy-iJo  you,  by  cenfuring-the  de- 
termination a£your  own  wifdoms^  degrade  Helen,  w.hotn  fortune 
has  not  yet  deprived  of  her  value,  or  againii  whpm,  as  the  wifjg 

.  of  Paris,  fortune  has  not  in  this  war  fo  declared,  as  to  make  u» 
fajijf  her  \tUV\    This  is*  very  harih,  and  much  ftralfied. 

JOHNSOlfy 

'£4  Peggar 
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Beggar  the  eftimation  which  you  priz'd 
Richer  than  fea  and  land  ?     O  theft  mofi  bafe ; 
That  we  have  ftolen  what  we  do  fear  to  keep ! 
'  But,  thieves,  unworthy  of  a  thing  fo  fiolen. 
That  in  their  country  did  them  that  difgrace. 
We  fear  to  warrant  in  our  native  place  ! 

Caf.  [wit bin]  Cry,  Trojans,  cry  ! 

Pri.  What  noife  ?  what  Ihriek  is  this  ? 

Troi.  'Tis  our  mad  fifter,  I  do  know  her  voice. 

Caf.  [within]  Cry,  Trojans !  * 

jis.  It  is  Caflandra. 

Enter  O^andra^  raving. 

Caf.  Cry,  Trojans,  cry  !  lend  me  ten  thoufand  eyeSj 
And  I  will  fill  diem  with  prophetic  tears. 

/JaS.  Peace,  fitter,  peace. 

Caf  Virgins  and  boys,mid-ageand  wrinkled  elders. 
Soft  infancy,  that  nothing  canft  but  cry. 
Add  to  my  clamours  !  let  us  pay  betimes 
A  moiety  of  that  mafs  of  moan  to  come. 
Cry,  Trojans,  cry !  prajftife  your  eyes  with  tears ! 
Troy  mutt  not  be,  nor  goodly  IHon  ftand ; 
Our  fire-brand  brother,  Paris,  burns  us  all. 
Cry,  Trojans,  cry !  a  Helen,  and  a  woe : 
Cry,  cry  !  Troy  bums,  or  elfe  let  Helen  go.       [Exit. 

H£l.  Now,  youthful  Troilus,  do  not  thefe  high 
firains 
Of  diyination  in  our  fitter  work 
Some  touches  of  remorfe  ?  or  is  your  bipod 
So  madly  hot,  that  no  difcourfe  of  reafbn. 
Nor  fear  of  bad  fuccefs  in  a  bad  caufe. 
Can  qualify  the  fame  ? 

^roi.  Why,  brother  Hedx)r, 
We  may  not  think  the  jufinefs  of  each  ad 

^  But  tbievesf^^'^    Hanmer  rcads^ — Bafe  tbirois^— 

JoHirspN. 

Such 
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Such  and  no  other  than  event  doth  form  it ; 
Nor  once  dejeft  the  courage  of  our  minds, 
Becaufe  Caffandra's  mad  ;  her  brain-fick  raptures 
Cannot  *  diftafte  the  goodnefs  of  a  quarrel. 
Which  hath  our  feveral  honours  all  engag'd 
To  make  it  gracious.     For  my  private  part, 
I  am  no  more  touchM  than  all  Priam's  fons : 
And  Jove  forbid,  there  fhould  be  done  amongft  us 
Such  things  as  would  offend  the  weakefl  fpleen 
To  fight  for  and  maintain  ! 

Par.  Elfe  might  the  world  convince  of  levity 
As  well  my  undertakings,  as  your  counfels : 
But  I  atteft  the  gods,  your  full  confent 
Gave  wings  to  my  propenfion,  and  cut  off 
All  fears  attending  on  fo  dire  a  projedt. 
For  what,  alas,  can  thefe  my  fingle  arms  ? 
What  propugnation  is  in  one  man's  valour, 
Toftand  the  pufh  and  enmity  of  thofe 
This  quarrel  would  excite  ?     Yet,  I  proteft. 
Were  I  alone  to  pafs  the  difficulties. 
And  had  as  ample  power  as  I  have  will, 
Paris  (hould  ne'er  retrac?:  what  he  hath*  done. 
Nor  faint  in  the  purfuit. 

Pri.  Paris,  you  fpeak 
Like  one  befotted  on  your  fweet  delights : 
You  have  the  honey  ftill,  but  thefe  the  gall ; 
So  to  be  valiant,  is  no  praife  at  alU 

Par.  Sir,  I  propofe  not  merely  to  myfelf 
The  pleafures  fuch  a  beauty  brings  with  it  i 
But  I  would  have  the  foil  df  her  fair  rape 
Wip*d  off,  in  honourable  keeping  her. 
What  treafon  were  it  to  the  ranfack'd  queen, 
Difgracc  to  your  great  worths,  and  Ihame  to  me. 
Now  to  deliver  her  poffeffion  up, 
On  terms  of  bafe  compulfion  ?  can  it  be, 
Jhat  fo  degenerate  a  ftrain  as  this, 

^r^difiaft^ — ]  Corrupt;  change  to  a  worfe  flate*    Johnson. 

Should 


I 
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Shoifld  once  fet  footing  in  your  generous  bofoms? 
There's  not  the  meaneft  fpirit  on  our  party, 
.  Without  a  heart  to  dare,  or  fword  to  draw. 
When  Helen  is  defended ;  nor  none  fo  noble, 
Whbfe  life  were  ill  beftow^d,  or  death  unfam*cl. 
Where  Helen  is  the  fubjeft  :  then,  I  fay, 
Well  may  weight  for  her,  i;vhoiTi,,  we  know  well. 
The  world's  large  fpaces  cannot  parallel. 

HeSl.  Paris,  and  Troilus,  you  nave  both  faid  well. j 
And  on  the  caufe  and  queftion  nt)w  in  hand 
Have  glO|Z*d,  but  fuperficially ;  not  much 
Un:  ike  young  men,  whom  Ariftotle  *  thought 
Unfit  to  hear  moral  philofophy  : 
The  reafons,  you  alledge,  do  more  conduce 
To  the  hot  pafBon  of  diftemper'd  blood^. 
Than  to  make  up  a  free  determination 
*Twixt  right  and  wrong ;  For  pleafure,  and  revenge,. 
Have  ears- more  deaf  tha^i  adders  to  the  voice 
'Of  any  true  decifion.     Nature  craves. 
All  dues  be  rendered  to  their  owners;  Now     \* 
Wl^at  nearer  debt  in  all  humanity. 
Than  wife  is  to  the  hulband  ?  if  this  law 
Of  nature  be  corrupted  through  affedtion  : 
And  that  great. miads,  of  partial  indulgence*   ' 
To  their  ^  bentJmmed  wills,  refift  the  fdme  ; 
7  There  is  a  law  in  each  well-order'd  natiot^j' 
To  curb  thofe  ragfng  appetites  thatare 
Moft  dtfobedient  and  refraftory. 
If  Helen  then  be  wife  tp  Sp^rta*s  king, n 

ArlJlotle'^'\     Let  it  be  remember'd  as  often  as  SKakc^ 


fpeare's  anachronifms  occur,  that  errors  in  computing  time  were 
very  frequent  m  thofe  anci^ent  romances  whkh  feera  to  have 
formed  the  greater  part  of  \m  library.    Stisievens, 

•  ^  — henummed  voilhy — ]    That  is,  inflexible,   immoveable,  iiq 
longer  obedlenV  to  fuperior  direction.     Johnson. 

^  There  is  a  law-  ■   ■■  }    What  the  law  does  in  etrery  natioft 
l^etween  individuals j  juflicc  ought  to  do  between  nations. 

M 
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As  it  is  known  flie  is,-' thefe  moral  laws 

Pf  nature,  and  6f  nations,  fpeak  aloud  *  * 

To  have  her  back  returned  :  Thus  to  perlifl: 
Iq  doing  wrong,  extenuates  not  wrong;, 
mt  makes  it  niuch  more  heavy.     Hedtor's  opiniog 
.  *Is  this,  in  way  ofiruth  :  yet,  ne^erthelefs,  .  . 
My  fprightly  brethren,  .1  propend  to  you 
In  refolution  to  keep  Helen  flill.; 
For  Vis  a  caufe  that  hath  no  rfiean  dependance. 
Upon  our  joint  and  feveral  dignities. 

TroL  Why,  there  ybu  touch'd  the  life  pf  our  defigjcif 
Were  it  not  glory  that  we  more  affedte4       - 
Than  9  the  performance  of  our  heaving  fplcens, 
I  would  not  wilh  a  drop  of  Trojan  blood 
Spent  more  in  her  defence.     Bur,  worthy  Hedtor|^ 
She  is  a  theme  of  honour  and  renown ; 
■  A  fpur  fo  valiant  and  magnanimous  defeds  ;  ^ 

Whofe  prefent  courage  may  beat  down  our  ifoes^ 
And  fame,  in  time  tq  come,  canonize  us  : 
for,  I  prefume,  brave  Hedlor  would  not  lolc;  ' 

So  rich  advantage  of  a  promis*d  glory. 
As  fmiles  upon  the  forehead  of  this  adtipn, 
for  the  wide  world's  revenue, 

Heit.  I  am  yours. 
You  valiant  offspring. pf  great  Priamus.'^     ■■ 
I  have  a  roifting  challenge  fent  amongft 
The  dull  and  faftious  nobles  of  the  Greeks, 
Will  ftrike  amazement  to  their  drowZy  fpirljts  ; 
I  was  advertis-d,  their  great  general  flept, 
Whilft  '  emuUtion  in.the  army  crept ; 
This,  I  prefume^  will  wake  him.  ^Exeunf^ 

?  Is  this^  in  way  of  truth: ]    Though  Confidering  truth  and 

ju/iice  in  this  queflion,  this  is  my  opinion ;  yet  as  a  queftion  of 
Wliour,  i  think  on  it  as  you.     Johnson. 

'  — the  performance  of  our  h^Ofuing  fpleensy^     The  execution  of 
fpite  and  refentment.     Johnson, 
*  ^m^laticit'—'Jl  .Th^t  is,  envy,  faftiotis  contention. '  JoHNSdN, 

SCENE 
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SCENE      III. 

^he  Grecian  Camp, 
.  .  AchiUei  tent. 

I 

-  .  Enter  Therjites. 

How  now,  Therfites?  what,  loft  in  the  labyrinth 
of  thy  fury  ?  Shall  the  elephant  Ajax  carry  it  thus  ? 
he  beats  me^.and  I  rail  at  him  :  O  worthy  fatlsfaftion ! 
Vould,  it  were  otherwife,  that  I  could  beat  him, 
whilft  he  raird  at  me  :  'Sfoot,  I'll  learn  to  conjure 
and  raife  devils,  but  Til  fee  fome  iffue  of  my  fpiteful 
execrations.  Then  there's  Achilles,— ^a  rare  engineer. 
If  Troy  be  wt  taken  ^till  thefe  twQ  undermine  it,  the 
walls  will  ftand  'till they  fall  of  themfeJves.  O  thou 
great  thunder-darter  of  Olympus,  forget  that  thou 
iart  Jove  the  king  of  gods  ;  and.  Mercury,  lofe  all 
the  ferpentine  craft  of  thy  Caduceus  ;  if  ye  take  not 
that  little  little  lefs-than-little  wit  from  them  that 
they  have !  which  ihort-arm'd  ignorance^  itfelf  kiiows 
is  fo  abundant  fcarce*  it  will  not  in  circumventioa 
deliver  a  fly  from  a  fpider,  *  without  drawing  the 
mafly  iron,  and  cutting  the  web.  After  this,  the 
vengeance  on  the  whole  camp !  or,  rather,  the  'bone- 
ache  I  for  thnt,  methinks,  is  the  curfe  dependant  on 
thofe  that  war  for  a  placket.  I  have  faid  my  prayers ; 
and  devil  envy,  fay  Amen,  What,  ho !  my  lojrd 
Achilles ! 

Enter  Tatroclus. 

'  * 

'  Patr.  Who's  there  ?  Therfites  ?     Good  Therfites, 
come  in  and  ;rail. 

» — ^without  drawing  the  majy  /rtf»,— ]  That  is,  ^mihmci  drofw^ 
Ing  their  /words  to  cut  the  luelf^  They  ufe  no  means  but  thofe  of 
violence.    Johnson. 

^  -'the  ioM^ache! — ]     In  the  <^uarto,  tho  Neapolitan  honfi^ache^ 

Johnson. 
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Ther.  |f  I  could  have  remember'd  a  gilt  counter- 
feit, thou  wouldft  not  have  flipped  out  of  my  contem- 
plation :  but  It  is  no  matter,  Thy felf  upon  thyfelf ! 
The  common  curfe  of  mankind,  foliy  and  ignorance, 
be  thine  in  great  revenue  !  heaven  blefs  tjbee  from  a 
tutor,  and  difcipline  come  not  near  thee !  Let  thy 
blood  be  thy  diredion  Vill  thy  death  !  then  if  Ihe, 
that  lays  thee  out,  fays — thou  art  a  fair  corfe,  Til  be 
fworn  and  fworn  upon^t,  fhe  never  fhrowded  any  but 
lazars.     Amen.     Where's  Achilles  ? 

Pair.  What,  art  thou  devout  ?  waft  thou  in  f>rayer  ? 

3ier.  Ay  ;  The  heavens  hear  me ! 

lifter  Achillei^ 

Mil  Who's  there  ? 

Fair.  Therfites,  my  lord. 

AchiL  Where,  where  ? — Art  thou  come  ?  Whjr,' 
my  cheefe,  my  digeftion^,  why  haft  thoU  not  ferv*<i 
thyfelf  in  to  my  table  fo  many  meals  ?  Come ;  what's 
Agamemnon! 

Ther.  Thy  commander,  Achilles ; — Then  teli  me, 
Patroclus,  what's  Achilles  ? 

Patr:  Thy  lord,  Therfites ;  Then  teil  me,  I  pray 
thee,  what's  thyfelf?. 

Ther.  Thy  knower,  Patroclus ;  Then  tell  me,  Pa- 
troclus, what  art  thou  ? 

Pair.  Thou  may 'ft  tell,  that  know*ft* 

Achil  O,  tell,  tell. 

Ther.  I'll  ^decline  the  whole  queftion.  Agammem- 
non  commands  Achilles;  Achilles  is  my  lord ;  I  am 
Patroclus'  Knower^  and  ^  Patroclus  is  a  fool. 

Pair.  You  rafcal  !  ' 

♦  ^dttcWnt  the  whole  quejlion^-r']  Dedtiice  the  queftion  from  the 
firft  cafe  to  the  laft,    Johmson. 

*  --^Patroclus  is  afoolJ\  The  four  next  fpeeche*  are  not  in  the 
quarto,    Johm»on. 
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Ther.  Peace,  fool ;  I  have  nor  done* 

jichii.  He  is  a  privileg'd  man.— Proceed,  Tberfites- 

ir/6fr.  Agamemnbn  is-a  fool;  Achilles  is  a  fool  j 
Therfites  is  a  fool ;  and,  as  aforefaid,  Pa,traclus  is  a 
fooj.  .       ^ 

j^chil.  iDerivc  this ;  come. 

fher.  Agamemnon  is  a  fool  to  offer  to  command 
Achilles ;  Achilles  is  a  fool  to  be  commanded  of 
Aigamemnon;  Therfites  is  a  fool,  to  ferve  f uch  a  fool ; 
and  Patroclus  is  a  fool  pofitive. 

Patr.  Why  am  I  a  fool  ? 
.  Ther.  Make  that  demand  ^  of  the  prover,— — It 
fuffices  me,    thou  art.      Look    you,  who   comes 
here? 

Enter  Agamemnon^  UfyjJeSy  Nejior^  Diomedes^  oadAjax. 

j/ichiL  Patroclus,  Til  fp^ak  with  .no  body  : — Come 
in  with  me,  Therfites.  [^Exit. 

Ther.  .Here  is  fuch  patchery,  fuch  juggling,,  and 
fuch  knavery !  all  the  argunient  is— a  cuckold,  and 
^  whore ;  A  good  quarrel,  to  draw  emulous  factions, 
and  bleed  to  death  upon.  ^  Now  the  dry/erpi^o  on 
•^he  fubjed !  and  w.^r,aAdJechery>CDnfound  all !  lExit. 

Aga.  Where  is  Achilles  ? 
.  Patr.  Within  his  tent;  but  ill-difpos^d,  my  lord. 

Aga^  Let  it  be  known  to  him,  that  we  areiere. 
J  He  Ihent  our  meflengers ;  and  we  lay  by 

^Our 

•  ^--^^of  the^pr&ver* 3    So  the  quarto.     JoHNsaK. 

The  folio- profanely  reads, — ofthyt  creator.     Steevens. 

7        .1  "Novo   the   dry^  &c.]     This  is  added  in  the  folio. 

Johnson. 

•  He  fent  our  mejjengers ; — ]  This  nonfenfc  (hould  be  read  : 
He  flifint  our  mjfenger%  \ i.  e.  rebuked,  rate4» 

Warburto'n^. 
This  word  is  ufed  in  common  by  all  our  ancient  writers.    So, 
in  Spenfer'a  Faery  9ueen^  b.  VL  c.  vi. 

^^     '  "Yet 


1 

J 


TROILU^   AND  CRESSIDA.      .63 

Om  appertainments,  vifiting  of  him  : 
Let  him  be  tolS  fb ;  left,  perchance,  he  think 
We  dare  not  mave  the  queftion  of  our  place. 
Or  know  not  what  we  are. 

"Pair.  I  Ihall  to  fay  to  him.  ^Exif. 

Ulyf.  We  faw  Jiim  at  the  opening  of  liis  tent ; 
He  is  not  iick.  ^  .     . 

Ajax.  Yes,  lion-fick,  fick  of  a  proud  "heart :  you 
may  call  it  melancholy,  if  you  will  favour  the  man ; 
but,  by  my  head,  'tis  pride  ;  But  why,  why  ?  let  liim 
ihew  us  a  caufe. — A.  word,  my  lord. 

[To  Jgamemnoff. 
Nejl.  What  moves  Ajax  thus  to  bay  at  iaim  > 

Uljiff.  Achilles  hath  inveigled  his  fool  from  him. 

ISljs/i.  Who  ? .  Therlites  ? 

UlyJ.(ic\ 

Nefi.  Thep  will  Ajax  lack  matter,  if  he  have  loft 
his  argument. 

Ulyff.  No;  you  fee,  he  Is  his  argument,  that  h^s 
his  argunjcnt ;  Achilles, 

iVg/?.^  Alrtbejbetter ;  their  fraction, is  more  oiir  wiih, 
than  their  fadion  ;  But  it  was  a  ftroiig  9  compofure,  a 
fool  couki  difunite. 

Uly^.  Thq  amity,  that  wifdom*  knits  not,  folly  may 
eafily  ufity-e.    Here  comes  Patroclus. 


•«i 


Re-enter  Patrodus. 
Neji.  No  Achilles  with  him. 

"  Yet  for  no  bidding,  not  for  being^^tf, 
"  Would  he  reflramed  be  from  his  attendement.'^ 
Again,  i^id:  ,  •  ^      . 

**  He  for  fuch  bafenefs  fliamefuliy  him  A«/." 

StEEVJETJ'S 

^  —^compofure^^  So  reads  the  quarto  very  properly :  Iblit 
the  foUo,-.which  the  moderns  have  followed,  has,  it  9fas a'Jranit 
counfeL    Johnson,  '         ,.  ^ 
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Ulyjf. ,  The  elephant  hath  joints  %   but  none  for 
courtefy ; 
His  legs  are  for  neceffity,  not  for  flexure. 

Patr.  Achilles  bids  me  fay — he  is  much  forry. 
If  any  thing  rrTore  than  your  fport  and  pleafure 
Did  move  your  greatn^fs,  and  this  *  noble  ftate, 
T6  call  on  him  ;  he  hopes,  it  is  no  other. 
But,  for  your  health  and  your  digeftion  fake^ 
An  after-dinner*s  bteath. 

Jgam.  Hear  you,  Patroclus ;—- — 
We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  thcfe  anfwers  :       , 
But  his  evafion,  wing'd  thus  fwift  with  fcorn. 
Cannot  out-fly  our  apprehenfions. 
Much  attribute  he  hath ;  and  much  the  reafon' 
Why  we  afcribe  it  to  him  :  yet  all  his  virtues,-— 
Not  virtuoufly  on  his  own  part  beheld,— 
Do,  in  our  eyes,  begin  to  Ipfe  their  glofs  ; 
Yea,  like  fair  fruit  in  an  unwholefome  dilh. 
Are  like  to  rot  untafted.     Go  and  tell  him. 
We  come  to  fpeak  to  him  :  And  you  Ihall  not  fin. 

If  you  do  fay—we  think  him  over^-proud,*/ 

» 

■'      f   -  '        ■ 

•  T^e  elephant  hath  joint5^Zcc.'\     So,  in  AlPsiqfi  fy  LuJ^  1633  : 

«t     Is  ihe  pliant? 

*^  Stubborn  as  an  elephants  kg^  no  bending  In  her/* 
Again,  in  AllFools^  1605  : 

•'I  hope  you  are  no  elephant^  you  have  joints  J^  \ 

SteevEns. 
^  r-'-^^noble  ftate^'\    Perfon  of  high  dignity;  ipoken  of  Aga« 
memnon.    Johnson.        ,     ,    .     .  . 

Nolle ^ate  rather  means  thejlately  train  of  attending  nohles  txshom 
you  bring  ivithyou,     StEEYEKS* 

In,  fupport  of  Dr.  Johnfon*s  expofition  of  this  word,  it  may  be 
obfcrvea,  that  ^ate  was  formerly  applied  to  a  fmgle  perfon.     So, 

in  WltSy  ^Fits^  and  Fancies^    *595  •    **  The  archbifliop  of 

Grenada  faying  to  the.  archbilhop  of  Toledo  that  he  much  marvelU  * 
cd,  he  being  fo  great  ^^ate^  would  vifit  hofpitalsr— .'* 
Again,  in  Harrington's  tranflation  of  Ariofto  :  , 

"  The  Greek  demands  her,  whither  fhe  was  going, 
**  And  which  of  thefe  two  ^reat  eftates  her  keeps." 

Malone. 

And 
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And  undet-hatieft  i  Iii  felf-afiUmptidti  greater, 
'  Than  in  the  note  of  judgment  i  and  Worthier  than 

hiniifelf, . 
Here  tend  the  favage  ftrangenefs  he  puts  on  ; 
Difguife  the  holy  foength  of  their  command. 
And  ■  under- write  in  an  obferving  kind 
His  humourous  predominance ;  yea;  watch 
*His  pettiih  lunes>  his  ebbs,  his  flows,  as  if 
The  paflage  ahd  whole  carriage  6f  this  ad:ioh 
Rode  6n  his  tide.     Go,  tell  him  this ;  and  add^ 
That,  if  he  ovfcr-hold  his  price  fo  much. 
We'll  none  of  him ;  but  let  him,  like  an  engine 

Not  portable,  liie  under  this  report • 

Bring  adion  hither,  this  cannot  go  to  war  : 
A  ftirring  dwarf  we  do  allowance  give  * 
Before  a  fleeping  ^ant : — Tell  him  fo. 

Patr.  I  Ihall;  and  bring  his  anfwer  prefently*  [fic/V. 

AgA  In  iccorid  voice  we'll  not  be  fatisfied^ 
We  come  to  fpeak  with  himi-^UlyiTes,  enter  you. 
1  .    ;  [^Exit  Ulyjfes. 

Ajax.  What  is  he  more  than  another  ? 

^a.  No  more  than  what  he  thinks  he  is» 

Ajax.  Is  he  fo  much?    Do  you  not  think,  he 
thinks  himfelf 
A  Setter  man  than  I  ? 

Aga.  No  queftion. 

Ajax.  Will  you  fubfcribe  his  thought^  and  fay- 
he  is? 

Aga*  No,  noble  Ajax;  you  are  as  ftrong,  as  valiant^ 

^  —— wn^-wr/Zf — ]     To  fih/LTihe^  in  Shakcfpcare,  is  to 
^^    Johnson. 

^Hispettijh  /«w/,— — ]    This  is  Hanmcr's  emendation  of  hif 
pctdfli  lines.     The  old  quarto  reads  : 

His  cour/e  and  time* 
Tbia  fpcech  is  unfaithfully  printed  Jn  modem  editions.    Johnson*. 

'-— allowance  give]    AUvwance  is  affrobaticn*      So,  iQ 

Cag"  hear  : 

■    if  your  fweet  fUray 
Jllow  obedience,"    Steevbns. 

Vol.  IX.  F  M 
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As  wife,,  and  no  lefs  noble,  much  more  gentle^ 
And  altogether  more  tradable. 

Jjax.  Why  fliould  a  man  be  proud  ? 
How  doth  pride  grow  ?  I  know  not  what  pride  is* 

Jgai,  Your  mind's  the  clearer^  Ajax,  and  youlp 
virtues 
The  fairer.     He  that*s  proud,  cats  up  himfclf : 
Pride  is  his  own  glafs,  his  own  trumpet,  his 
Own  chronicle;  and  whatever  praifes  itfelf 
But  in  the  deed,  devours  the  deed  i*  the  praife, 

Ajax.  I  do  hate  a  proud  man,  as  I  hate  the  e^gea*- 
dering  of  toads  *. 

N^.  iJfide.l  And  yet  he  loves  himfelf ;  Is  it  act 
ftrange  ?  ,  . 

Re-enter  Utyjfesi 

Ulyjf.  Achilles  will  not  to  thecfield  to-morrow*. 

Jgaf  What's  his  excufe  ? 

Ul}jf*  He  doth  rely  on  none ;. 
But  carries  on  the  ftream  of  his  difpofe. 
Without  obfervance  or  refpeifl:  of  any. 
In  will  peculiar  and  in  felf  admiffion* 

Aga.  Why  will  he  nor,  upon  our  tfaicnequefl'^ 
Untent  his  perfon,  and  ihare  the  air  witLbs  ? 

UlyJf.  Things  fmall  as  nothing,  for  requeft's  fakii 
only. 
He  makes  important :  Poffeft  he  is  with  greatnefs-i 
And  fpeaks  not  to  himfelf,  but  with  a  pride 
That  quarrels  at.  felf  breath  :  imagined  wprth 
Holds  in  his  blood  fuch  fwoln  and  hot  difcourfe^ 
That,  'twjxt  his  mental  and  hisadive  parts, 
Kingdpm^d  Achilles  in  commotjon  rages. 
And  batters  down  himfelf ;  What  fliould  I  fay  ?• 

♦•         •  •        • 

'tie  engendering  of  toaJs,']     Whoever  -  wifhes  to  GOraprei 


hend  the  whole  force  of  this  allufion,  may  confult  the  l&te  Dr^ 
Goldfmith's  Hijioiy  of  the  World^  and  animated  Nature^  voL  VII^ 
p.  p.  92,  93.     Steevens, 

JHTo 
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He  is  fo  plaguy  ptoud,  that  the  death  tokens' of  it* 
Cry—  No  recovery. 

Aga.  Let  Ajax  go  to  him. 
Dear  lord,  go  you  and  greet  him  in  his  tent : 
^Tis  faid,  he  holds. you  well ;  and  will  be  led. 
At  your  requeft,  a  little  from  himfelf. 

JJlyffi  O  Agamemnon,  let  it  not  be  fo ! 
We'll  confecrate.the  fteps  that  Ajax  makes,  > '  , 

When  they  go  from  Achilles  :  Shall  the  proud  lordj 
That  baftes  his  arrogance  ^  with  his  own  team ; 
And  never  fuffers  matter  of  the  world 
Enter  his  thoughts, — fave  fuch  as  do  revolve 
JixA  ruminate  himfelf, — fliall  he  be  worlhipp'd 
Of  that  we  hold  an  idol  more  than  he  ? 
JNo,  this  thrice-worthy  and  right-valiant  lord 
Muft  not  fo  ftale  his  palm,  nobly  acquired  ; 
Nor,  by. ray  will,  affubjugate  his  merit. 
As  amply  titled  as  Achilles  is, 
By  going  to  Achilles  : 
That  were  to  enlard  his  fat-already  pride ; 
And  add'  more  coals  to  Cancer,  when  he  burni 
With  entertaining  great  Hyperion. 
This  lord  go  to  him !  Jupiter  forWd ; 
And  fay  inxhMnditX''^ Achillea ^  go  to,  him. 

N^.  O,  this  is  well ;  he  rubs  the  vein  of  him/ 

[A/i(ie^ 

Dio.  And  how  his  fifenfce  drinks  up  this  applaufe ! 

I4^de. 

Ajax.  If  I  go  to  him,  with  my  armed  fift 
111  pafli  him  o'er  the  face.  • 

*— — /iedctth-tokcns^iV]  AUu^ing  to  the  decifire  (poH 
appearing  on  tbofe  infedted  by  the  plague.  So^  in  Beaumont  anif 
f  leicker's  FdlentiniaH : 

"  Now  like  the  fearful  tokens  of  the  plague 
"  Are  mere  fore-runners  of  their  ends/*    Steeve*w» 
I    •-*-w///& Wjpawfeam;]    Stdmh^reafi.    Stseven*. 

\  'Fa" 

I 

I 

\ 
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^ga^.  O,  no,  you  fliall  not  go. 

jijax.  An  he  be  proud  with  me,  1*11  ^  phcczc  hi*r 

pride  :— 
JLet  me  go  to  him.         * 
Uljlffl  ^'Not  for  the  worth  that  har^s  upon  our 

quarrel.    . 
Jjax.  A  paltry  infolent  fellow,'      - 
Neft.  How  he  defcribes  himfelf !  [-4^^- 

jtjax.  Can  he  not  be  fociable  ? 
Ulyjf*  The  raven  chides  blacknefs*  [^J/ide* 

Jjax.  ril  let  his  humours  blood. 
\^ga.  He  will  be  the  phyfician^  that  fliould  be  the 

patient.  [^Afide^ 

Ajax.  An  all  men  were  o*  my  mind,—' 
Ulyjf.  Wit  would  be  out  of  falhion:  [,^dc. 

Ajax.  He  Ihould  not  bear  it  fo, 
He  fliould  eat  fwords  firft  :  Shall  pride  carry  it  ? 
Neft.  An  *twould,  you*d  carry  half.  [Afide* 

Uljiffl  He  would  have  ten  ihares.  lA/iik. 

^Ajax.  I  win  knead  him,  Vll  make  him  fupple  : — 
N^.  He's  net  yet  thorough  warm :  *  force  him 

with  praifes :  ^A/i^. 

Pour  in,  pour  in ;  his  ambitioii  is  dry.^ 

Vl^Jf.  My  lord,  yoU'  feed  too  much-  on  this  diflike* 

^To  Agamemnon. 

s 

7  .M^pheeze  hhpriJe : — ]    To  fheesse  is  to  comh  or  curry w 

JfoHNSoir. 

•  Kpt  for  tJlfe 'worth'"-'''^']    Not  for  the  value  of  all  for  whicb 
we  are  fighting.    JoMKaOK. 

•  »  Ajax.  I 'will  knead  bim^  J  will  male  htm  fuppU\  he^  not  yet 

thorough  warm. 
Neft.  Force  him  'withfral/es^  &c.]     The  lattcrpart  of  Ajax** 
ffpeech  is  certainly  got  out  ot  plake,  and  ought  to  be  affigned  to 
'Neftor,  as  I  have  ventured  to  tranfppfe  it*    Ajax  is  feeding  on  his 
vanity,  and  boafting  what  he  will  do  to  Achilles  ;  he'll  pafh  him 
o'er  the  face,  he'll  make  him  eat  fwords,  he'll  knead  him,  he'll 
fupple  him,'  &c.    Ncftor  and  Fly  Acs  llily  labour  to  keep  him  up* 
in  this  vein ;  and  to  this  end  Neftor  craftily;  hints,  that  Ajax  is. 
not  warm  yet,  but  muft  be  crammed  with  more  flattery, 
'^  Theobald* 

*  '^mm^/orcf  iifjM^^'l  u  c.  fluff  him.  Farcir,  Fr.    Stbevbns. 
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Nejl.  Our  nqble  general,  Ao  iiot  do  fo. 

Dio.  You  muft  prepare  to  fight  without  Achilles. 

Ul)[[f.  Why,  *tis  this  naming  of  him  does  him  harm. 
Here  is  a  man— —But  ^tis  befoce  his  face  ; 
I  will  be  filent. 

Neft.  Wherefore  ihould  you  fo  ? 
He  is  not  emulous,  as  Achilles  is. 

Uly[f*  Know  the  whole  world,  he  is  as  valiant, 

Ajax.  A  whorefon  dog,  that  fiiall  palter  thus  with 
us! 
Would,  he  were  a  Trojan  j 

Nejl.  What  a  vice  were  it  in  Ajax  now 

UfyJJl  If  he  were  proud  ? 

Dio.  Or  covetous  of  praife  ? 

JJhiff.  Ay,  or  furly  borne  ? 

Dio.  Or  ilrange,  or  felf-aife<Sled  ? 

Vlyjf.  Thank  the  heavens,  lord,  thou  art  of  fweet 
^ompofarej 
Praife  him  that  got  thee,  flic  that  gave  thee  fuck : 
fam'd  be  thy  tutor ;  and  thy  parts  of  nature 
Thrice-fam'd,  beyond  ibcffond  all  erudition : 
But  he  that  difciplin'd  thy  arms  to  fight, 
JLetMars  divide  eternity  in  twain. 
And  give  him  half:  and,  for  thy  vigor, 
Bull-bearing  Milo  his  addition  yield 
To  fioewy  Ajax.     I  will  not  praife  thy  wifdom. 
Which,  like  a  bourn  *,  a  pale,  a  fhore,  confines 
Thy  fpacious  and  dilated  parts:  Here's  Neftor,— 
Inftruded  by  the  antiquary  times. 
He  muft,  he  is,  he  cannot  but  be  wife ; — 
But  pardon,  father  Neftor,  were  your  .days 
As  green  as  Ajax,  and  your  brain  fo  tempered. 
You  Ihould  not  have  the  eminence  of  him. 
But  be  as  Ajax, 

* Hie  a  bourn,—]  A  hourn  is  a  boundary,  and  foraetimes 

\  nvulet  dividing  olie  plage  from  another.    So,  in  Jf.  Lear^ 
aftlll.  fc.vi:         ' 

Come  o'er  the  lourn^  Befly,  to  me. 
lee  the  note  on  this  pailage.    Steevgns. 

F  3  J^^. 
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Ajax.  Shall  I  call  you  father  ? 

5  Neft*  Ay,  my  good  fon. 

Dio.  Be  rul'd  by  him,  lord  Ajax. 

Ulyff.  There  is  no  tarrying  here;  the  hart  Achilles 
Keeps  thicket.     Pleafe  it  our  great  general 
To  call  together  all  his  ftate  of  war  ; 
Frelh  kings  are  come  to  Troy  :  To-morrow, 
We  muft  with  all  our  m^in  of  power  ftand  faft : 
And  here's  a  lord, — come  kuights  from  eaftto  weft. 
And  cull  their  flower,  Ajax  ftiall  cope  the  bfeft. 

A^a^  Go  we  to  council.     Let  Achilles  fleep  : 
Jl-ight  boats  fail  fwift,  though  greater  hulks  draw 
deep.  '  [Exeunt. 
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ACT    III;      SCENE   L 


1   -^^ 


t Ro  r. 

^h  Palace. 

Enter  Pandarus,  and  a  Servant.      [^Muftck  within^ 

Pan.  Friend!  you  I  pray  you,. a  word:  Do  no^ 
you  follow  the  younglord  Paris  ? . 

Berv^  Ay,  fir,  when.he  goes,  before  me. 

Pan.  You  da  depend  upon  him,  I  mean  ^ 

Serv.  Sir,  I  do  depend  upon  the  lord. 

Pan.  You  do  depend  upon  a  noble  gentleman  j  X 
muft  needs  praife  him,    ' 

Serv.  The  lord  be  praifed !  . 

Pan.  You  know  me,  do  you  not  ? 

3  Ncft.  Ay^  my  ^oodJon,'\  In  the  folk)  and  in  the  modem  edl-t 
tions  Ajax  defires  to  give  the  title  of  father  to  UlyfTes  j  in  tha 
q\iarto,  more  naturally,  to  Neftor,    Johnson. 

Shall  I  call  you  father  ?]  Shakefpeare  had  a  cuftom  prevalent 
about  hk  own  time,  in  His,  thoughts*'  Ben  Jonfon  had  fuany  wbcK 
tcallcd  themfelvcs  )x\%fon5.    Stjbeybns, 

Serv^ 
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'"Serv.  *Faith,  fir,  fuperficially:. 

Pan.  Friend,  know  me  better ;  I  am  tKe  lord  Pan-* 
'Sarus. 

Serv.  I' hope,  I  ihallknow  yx)ur  honour  better. 
'  Pan.  I  do  defire  it* 

Serv*  You  are  in  the  iSate  of  grace  ? 

Pan.  Grace  !  not  fo,  friend ;  honour  and  lordfliip 
arc  my  titles  :— What  mufick  is  this  ? 

Serv.  I  do  but  partly  know,  fir ;  it  is  mufick  m 
parts. 

Pan*  Know  you  the  muficians  ^ 

Serv.  Wholly,  fir. 

Pan.  Who  play  they  to  ? 

Serv.  To  the  hearers,  fir. 

Pan.  At  whofe  plcafure,  friend  ? 

Serv,  At  mine,  fif,  and  theirs  that  love  muficfe. 

Pan.^  Comfriand,  I  mean,  friend. 

Serv.  Who  ffiall  I  command,  fir  ? 

Pan  Friend,  we  underftand  not  one  another;  Ian* 
too  courtly^  and  thou  art  too  cunning  x  At  whofe  re- 
<jueft  do  thefe  men  play  ? 

&r^.  That-'s  to*t^  indeed,  fir:  Marry,  fir,  at  the 
rcqueft  of  Paris  my  lord,  who  is  there  in  perfon ;  witU 
him,  the  naoftal  Venus,  the  heart-blood  of  .beauty^ 
♦love's  invifible  foul, — — 

Pan.  Who,  my  icoufin  Creffida  ? 

Serv.  No,  fir,  Helen ;  Could  you  not  find  out  that 
by  her  attributes'? 

Pan.  It  fliould  feem,  fellow,  that  thou  haft  not  feea 
the  lady  Creffida.  I  come  to  fpeak  with  Paris  from 
the  prince  TVmlus  :  I  will  make  a  complimental  af- 
fable upon  him,  for  my  bufinefs  feeths. 

Serv.,  Sodden  bufinefs  I  there's  a  ftew'd  phrafe,  in* 
deed ! 

♦ lovers  vifiblej^»/,— ]     So  Hanmer.    The  other  editions 

\^^tim}ifih7t^  which  perhaps  may  be  right,  and  may  mean  the 
Jf^  of  love  invifible  every  where  elfe*    Johnson. 

F  4  Entcr^ 
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Enter  Paris,  and  Hekn,  attended. , 

Tan.  Fair  be  to  you,  my  lord,  and  to  all  this  fair 
company  !  fair  defires,:  in  ill  fatr.meafure,  fairly  guide 
them! — efpecially  to  you,  fair  queen !  fair  thoughts 
be  your  fair  pillow  j    .     '■     '"  :     '  •    .'•   * 

. '  ilelen.  Dear  lord',  }';ou  are  full  of  fair  words. 

Pan.  You  fpeak  your  fair  pleafure,  fweet  queen.-— 
Faif  prinde,  here  is  good  broken  tnufick.  '  * 

Par.  You  have  broke  it,  coufin  :  and,  by  my  life^ 
you  Ihall  make  it  whole  again  ;  you  fhall  piece  it  out 

with  a  piece  of  your  performanQe  :— Nell,  heisfulj 
of  harmony.  /         . -^^  ^  .     . i 

Pan.  Truly,  lady,  no. 

HeUn.  p,  fir,r^— L' 

Pi2«.  Ruile,  in  footh  ;  in  good  footji,  very  rude. 

Par.  Well  laid,  my  lord  !  well,  you  fay  fo  ^  in  fits. 

Pan.  I  have  bufinefs  tb'my  lord,  dear  queen  J — ^My 
lord,  will  you  vo^ehfafe  me  a. word  ? 
'    Helen.  Nay,  this  fli^U  not  hc^ge  us  put ;  we'll  hear 
you  fing,  certainly.       ■■■   ^-^    ./'-''  •■'        -  *' 

P^-  Well,  f^eet'q^ueen,- you  are  pleafant  with 
me.— But  (marry)  tht!3,,my  lordV^— My  deat  lord; 
and  moft  efteemeq  friepd,7your.brotHer  Trdilus — - — - » 

Helen.  My  lord  Pandarus ;  hohey-fweet  lord, 

Pan.  Goto,fweet  queen,  goto  :— ^commends him- 
fclf  moftaffedlibnatcly  to  yoii;/  •        ' 

Helen.  You  Ihall  not  bob  us  but  of  our  melody ;  If 
you  do,  our  nfielancholy  upon  your  head  {   »    •    « 

*  ■■  t'in  fits; J  1.  "t.  now  and '  then,  by  fits  ;  or  perhaps  a 
quibble  is  intended.  A  Jit  was  a  part  or  di  vifion  of  a  fong,  forne"! 
ti(nes  a  ft  rain  in  mufic,  and  Toraetimes  a  meafure  ia  dancing.  The 
Trader  will  find  it  ftfffifciently  rHuftrated  in'  the  two-  former  fenfes 
by  Dr.  Percy,  in  thefifft  volume  of  his  Reliques  of  ancient  Englijh 
Foetfy  :  in  the  third' of  theffe  fignificatiohs  it  occurs  \n  All  for 
iWi?«(y,  a  tragedy,  byT.  Lupton,'i574:  i  .  .  • 
.ft  S^ah.  Upon  thefp  chear/ul  words  I  needs  muft  dance  ^fitu^^ 
'-■  i...  .  .    "    \  ».       ...  -..-.>-•     Steevens*.* 
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Pan.  Sweet  queen,  fweet  queen ;  that'$  a  fwe^ 
QVeen,  i'faith. 

'  Hekn,  And  to  make  a  fweet  lady  fad,  is  a  fou( 
offence. 

paft.  Nay,  that  ihall  not  ferve  your  turn;  that 
fliall  it  not,  in  truth,  la.  Nay,  I  care  not  for  fucljL 
words ;  no,  no. — *  And,  my  lord,  he  defires  you,  that, 
if  the  king  call  for  .him  at  fupper,  you  will  make  his 
excufe. 
'  Helen.  My  Ip.rd  Pandaru?,— 

Pan.  What  fays  my  fweet  queen ;  my  very  very 
(weet  queen  ?  * 

'  Pan.  What  exploitfs  in  hand  ?  where  fups  he  to-; 
pight  ? 

Hel^.  Nay,  but  my  lord, 

Pan*  What  fays  my  fweet  queen  ?    My  coufin  will 
fall  out  with  you. 
'  JHelen.  You  mull  not  know  where  he  fups. 

Par.  ru  lay  my  life,  ^  with  my  difpofer  Crcffida. 

Pan.  No,  no,  no  fuch  matter,  you  are  wide ;  come, 
your  difpofer  is  fick, 

*  Jlndj  «y  lorJj  he  defires yom^-m^^']  Here  I  think  the  fpeech 
of  Paiuiarus  (hould  begin,  a&d  the  reft  of  it  ihould  be  added  to 
j^at  of  Helen,  but  I  have  followed  the  copies.    Johnson. 

' '  -— -w//i6  tfiy  difpofer'  CreJfidaJ]  1  think  dij^efer  fhould,  in 
thefe  places,  htitiiAdiJ^ufiri  (he  thkt  Would  feparate  Helen 

'  I'do  not  underibhd  the  vfoxA  dij^ofer^  nor  know  what  to  fubfti- 
^tein  its  place.  There  is  no  Venation  in  the  copies.  Johnson. 
'I  fufpe«  that,  Youmufi  not  kniTM  ^tuhere  he  fups  ^  fhould  be 
added  to  the  fpeech  of  Pandarua ;  and  ^hat  the  following  one  of 
Paris  (hould  be  given  to  Helen.  '  That  Creflida  wanted  to  feparate 
Paris  from  Helen,,  or  that  thc^^beauty  of  Creffida  had  any  power 
oTcr  Paris,  are  circumftaiices  not, evident  from  the  play.  The 
one  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Warburton,  the  other  a  conjecture 
liy  the  au^cH*  of  The  ^Re^lfali  By.  giving,  however,  diia 
Knc,  r II  lay  my  Ufe^  'with  my  d\fpofer  Cr^ida^  to  Helen,  and  ,by 
lihanging  the  woA^difpafer  into  depofer^  fome  meaning  may  be  ob- 
tained* She  addrefles  herfeif,  I  fuppofe,  to  Pandarus,  and,  by 
\iKt  depofefy  means — ihe  who  thinks  her.beauty  (or,  yvhofe  beauty 
voafuppoie)  to  be  fuperior  to  mine,    Steevens. 
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FofiT.  Well,  ril  make  excufe- 

Fan.  Ay,  good  my  lord.  Why  fhowldyoufay^ 
jCreflida  ?  no^  your  poor  difp6j(er's*fiek. 

'Par.  I  fpy  ^ 

Pan.  You  fpy  !  what  do  you  fpy  ? — Come,  give  mc 
«h  inftrument. — ^Now,  fweet  queea. 

Hehn.  Why,  this  is  kindly  dotie. 

Pan.  My  niece  is  horribly  in  love  with  a  thing  ybt* 
have,  fweet  queen. 

Hekn.  She  fhall  ha\ne  if,  mylord^  if  it  be  hot- my 
lord  Paris.  .. 

Pan.  He !  no,  ftie'U  none  of  him ;  they  two  are 
twain. 

Helen.  Falling  in,  after  falling  out%  may  make 
them  three.  •  : 

Pan:  Gome,  c6me,  FlI  hear  no  inore  of  this ;  Til 
liing  you  a  fong  now.  -t^ 

Helen.  Ay;  ay,  pr'ythee  how*  By  my  troth,  *  fweet 
lord,  thou  haft  a  fine  forehead. 

Pan.  Ay,  you  may,  you  may. " 

Helen.  Let  thy  fong  be  love  :  this  love  will  und(3| 
lis  all.     Oh,  Gupid,  Gupid,  Cupid  ! 

Pan.  Love  \  ay,  that  it  Ihall,  i'faith. 

Pari,  Ay;  good  now,  love,  love,  nothing  but  lovci 

pan.  In  good  troth,  it  begins  fo  : 

J^Qvey  love  J  nothing  but  hvCf  Jiill  more  I 

For,  oh,  lovers  bom 

Shoots  buck  and  doe:     - 

Thejhaft  confounds 

Not  that  it  wounds  *,  • 
But  tickles  Jill  the  fore* 

•  Par.  /  ^.]  This  is  the  ufual  exclamation^  af  a  cbildiili 
game  called  if/>,^^,  <^fV*    Steevens. 

5  Falling  />/,  after  falling  out^  &c.]  i.  e.  The  reconciliatioQ  and 
wanton  dalliance  of  two  lovers  after  a  quarrel,  may  produce  a  child^ 
9fA  fo  make  three  of  two.     To l let. 

^  ^^f^eetlord,^'^^'\     In  the  quartoy^Y^/ i<^</.     Johnsqk.. 

^  ^ that  it  wounds yl    i,  e.  that  which  it  wounds.  Musgrave. 

Thefe 
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^efe  hvers  cry^^Oh  !  '6h  !  they  die  ! 

*  Tet  that  ^hich  feems  the  wound  to  kill. 
Doth  turn  oh  !  oh !  to  ha !  ha !  he! 

So  dying  love  lives  Jiill: 
Oh  !  oh  I  a  while ,  hut  ha  !  ha  !  ha  ! 
Oh!  oh!  groans  out  for  ha  !  ha!  ha! 

Hey  ho! 

HeUn^  In  love,  i'faitb,  to  the  very  tip  of  the  nofe. 

Par.  He  eats  nothing  .but  doves,  love; 'and  that* 
breeds  hot  blood,  and  hot  blood  begets  hot  thoughts,, 
and  hot  thoughts  beget  hot  deeds,  and  hot  deeds  is 
love. 

Pan.  Is  this  the  generation  of  Ibve  ?  hot  blood,  hot 
thoughts,  and  hot  deeds  ? — Why,  they  are  vijpers  : 
Is  love  a  generation  of  vipers  ?  Sweet  lord,  who*s 
a-field  tO'day  ? 

Par.  Hedor,  Deiphobusi  Hilenus,  An  tenor,  and 
all  the  gallantry  of  Troy  :  I  would  fain  have  arm'd 
to-day,  but  my  Nell  would  not  have  it  fo.  How 
chance  my  brother  Troilus  went  not  ? 

Helen.  He  hangs  the  lip  at'fomething ; — you  know 
all,  lord  Pandarus, 

Pan.  Not  I,  honey-fwect  queen. — I  long  to  heat 
how  they  fped  tp-day, — Yqu'll  remember  your  bro^ 
ther's  excufe  ?  - 

Par,  To  a  hair. 

Pan.  Farewel,  fweet  qiieen. 

Helen.  Commend  me.to  your  niece. 

^  Tet  thai  which  feems  the  wound  to  i&///,]  To  kill  the  iiOOUftd  i$ 
Do  veiy  intelligible  expre^n,  nor  4&  the  meafure  prefenred.  We 
might  read ; 

Th^e»  lovers  cry^ 
Oh  I  oh!  they  die! 
But  that  which  feems  to  i/ifjj 

Doth  turn^  &ic.  « 

5!^  dying  love  lives Jiill% 

STet  as  the  wound  to  kill  may  mean  tb^^  HJDCWtd  tlst  femi  tn^kfl^  I 
ilier  oQtlibg;    Johksq^t, 

^att. 
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l^Wfi.  I  will,  fwcct  queen,      {lExiu    Sound  a  reireau 

Par.  Tbey  ^rc  come  from  field  :  let  us  to  Priam's 

"    \  'hall, 
/To  greet  the  warriors.   Sweet  Helen,  I  mull  woo  you 
To  help  unarm  our  Hedor  :  his  ftubborn  buckles, 
tVith  thefe  your  white  pnghanting  fingers  touch'd. 
Shall  mpre  obey,  than  to  the  edge  of  fteel, 
,Or  force  of  Greekilh  finews ;  you  Ihall  do  more 
Than  all  .t^ie^^fland  king^  difarni  great  He(3:on 
'   Helen*  'Twill  njak?  uj  proud  to  be  hi§  feryaot, 

?.ari$ :         :        * 
yea,  what  he  ihall  receive  of  .us  in  duty 
Gives  us  more  palm  in  beauty  than  we  have ; 
yea,  over-ihines  purfelf* 

Par.  Sweety  aboyc  thought:  I  iQve  tjitCt    [Exeunt^ 


S    C    E   N    E       n. 

*  .  »  •  ■  -        •.    •  # 

.  * 

^nter  Pdn^rufy  and  Troilus*  man* 

V 

'      ■  .  1  * 

Pan.  How  npw  ?  ,wher<?^5  thy  fliafter  ?  at  my  cpu^ 
lin  Crcffida's  ?  '  ^ 

"  Serv'/Hio.  fir  j  h?  days  for  you  to  conduft  him 
tmther. 

:  Enter  Troikh 

Pj».  O,  here  hecomes.— How  how,  how  now  ? 

Trou  Sirrah,  walk  off. 

Pan.  Have  you  feen  my  coufin  ? 

TroL .  No,  Pandarus  :  I  ftalk  about  her  door^ 
Like  a  ftrange  foul  upon. the  Stygian  banks 
Staying  for  waftage.   O,  be  thou  my  Charon, 
Aud  give  me  fwift  tranfportaiice  to  thofe  fields. 
Where  I  may  wallow, in-  the  lily  beds     ' 
1?ropos*d  for  the  deferver  !  O  gentle  Pandarus, 

From 
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From  Cupid's  Ihoulder  pluck  his  painted  wings^ 
And  fly  with  me  to  Creflid  ! 

fan*  Walk  here  i'thc  orchard,  I  will  bring  hef 
ftraight.  [£x/7  Pandarus. 

Trot.  I  am  giddy ;  expeftation  whirls  me  round. 
The  imaginary  relifh  is  fo  fwcet 
That  it  enchants  my  fenfe ;  What  will  it  be. 
When  that  the  watry  palate  taftes  indeed 
Love's  thrice-reputed  neftar  ?  death,  I  fear  me  ; 
Swooning  deftrudtion ;  or  fome  joy  too  fine. 
Too  fubtle-potent,  *  tun'd  too  Iharp  in  fweetnefs. 
For  the  capacity  of  my  ruder  powers : 
I  fear  it  much  ;  and  I  do  fear  befides. 
That  I  fliall  lofe  diftinftion  in  my  joys; 
As  doth  a  battle,  when  they  charge  On  heaps 
The  enemy  flying. 

v. 

Re-enter  Pandarus, 

PaH*  She's  making  her  ready,  flie'll  come  ftraight : 
you  muft  be  \vitty  now.  She  does  fo  bluih,  and 
fetches  her  wind  fo  fliort,  as  if  flie  were  fray 'd  with  a 
ftrite :  I'll  fetch  her.  It  is  the  prettieft  villain  : — flie 
letches  her  breath  as  fliort  as  a  new-ta'en  fparrow.' 

fExit  Pandarus. 

Trdu  Even  fuch  a  pafEon  doth  embrace  my  bofom  : 
My  heart  beats  thicker  than  a  feverous  pulfe ; 
And  all  my  powers  do  their  bellowing  lofe. 
Like  vafl^lage  at  unawares  encount'ring 
The  eye  of  majefty  ^ 

Enter 

\ and  t0&Jharp  infwutnefs^    So  the  folio  and  all  modem 

editions  J  but  the  .quarto  more  accurately ; 

'    tunM  toojharp  injvjeetnefi.     Johnson. 
*  Like  nfoffklage  at  unavjores  encountering 
The  pe  of  majejtj^l     Rowe  fecms  to  have  imitated  this  paf- 
i^ige  in  his  Ambitious  Sfeftnathef^  adb  I : 


«c 


Well 
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Enter  PandaruSj  and  Crel^da4 

Pan.  Come,  eome,  what  peed  you  blufli  ?  ihame^d 
a  baby.-^Here  fhe  is  now  :  fwear  thp  oaths  now  to 
her,  that  you  have  fworn  to  «ie.-*-What^  are  you  gone 
again  ?  you  muft  be  watch'd  ere  you  be  niadit  taxne% 
ihuft  you  ?  Come  your  ways,  come  your  ways ;  an  ytwi 
draw  backward,  ^  we'll  put  you  i'the  files. — Why  do 
you.notfpeak  to  her?— Come,  draw  this  curtain, and 
let's  fee  your  pidture.  Alas  the  day,  how  loath  you 
^re  to  offend  day-light !  an  'twere  dark,  you'd  clofe 
fooner.  So,  fo  ;  rub  on,  and  kifs'the  miftrefe.  How 
now,  a  kifs  in  fee-farm  !  build  tbere^ carpenter;  the 
air  is  fweet.  .  Nay,  you  ihall  fight  your  hearts  out, 
ere  I  part  you.  ^  The  faulcon  as  the  tercel,  for  all 
the  ducks  i'the  river  :  go  to,  go  to. 

**  Well  may  th*ignoblc  herd 

•*  Start,  if  with  heedlefs  fteps  they,  unawares 

**  Tread  on  the  lion's  walk :  a  prince's  genius 

**  Awes  vdth  fuperior  greataeis  all  beneath  him/*^. 

•  ^^.m^you  mufi  ie  ^yatch'd  ire  you  ht  made  tame^-'^'}     Alluding 
to  the  manner  of  tailing  hawks.     So,  in  the  Taming  of  a  Shrew: 
■  ■      to  nvaich  her  as  we  watch  thefe  kites.    Steevens. 

7  ,...^^^^^11  put  you  i^ the  files. ]     Alluding-  to  .the  cuitom  of 

putting  men  fufpeded  of  cowardice  in  the  middle  places. 

Hakm£k« 
^    ■■    ■  The  faulcon  as  the  tercel^  for  all  ihe'dueksi*  th*  rinfer:-^—^ 
Pandarus  means,  that  he'll  match  his  niecd  againil  h^r  lover  for 
any  bett.     The  tercel  is  the  male  hawk  ;  by  thtfiaulcon-wc  geao* 
rally  underhand  the  female*    Theqsald*  • 
I  think  we  iliould  rather  read  : 

at  the  tercel f  Tyrwhitt. 

In  Chaucer's  Troilus  and  Crejfeide^  1.  iv.  4 1 0.  is  the  following 
fianza,  from  which  Shakefpeare  may  have  caught  a  glimpfe  of 
meaning,  though  he  has  not  very  clearly  exprcfleid  it*  Pandaru* 
is  the  fpeaker :  ^ 

**  What  ?  God  forbid,  alway  that  eche  plefaunce 

*'  In  o  thing  were,  and  in  non  othir  wight ; 
**  If  one-can  finge,  anothir  can  wel  daunce, 

*'  If  this  be  godely,  (he  is  glad  and  light,         » 
**  And  this  is  faire,  and  that  can  'gode  aright,^ 

**  Eche  for  his  vertue  holdin  is  full  dere, 
.    **  Both  beroner  and  fajicon  for  river e.'^Sts.iBXEVU 

^roii 
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TroL  You  have  bereft  me  of  all  words,  lady. 

Pan.  Wwds  pay  iio  debts^  give  her  deeds :  but 
ihe'U  bereave  you  of  the  deeds  too,  if  fhe  call  your 
aftivity  in  queftion.     Wh^t,  billing  again  ?  here's-* 

In  witnefs  whereof  the  parties  interchangeably -Come 

in,  come  in ;  Til  go  get  a  fire.  [Exit  Pandarus^ 

Cre.  Will  you  walk  in,  my  lord  ? 

TroL  O  Creflida,  how  often  have  I  wiih*d  me  thus? 

Cre..  Wiih'd,  my  lord  ?— The  gods  grant ! — O  my 
lordt 

?>(?/.  What  fliould  they  grant  ?  what  makes  thi^ 
pretty  abruption  ?  What  too  curious  dreg  cfpies  my 
fweet  lady  in  the  fountain  of  our  love  ? 

Cre.  More  dregs  than  water,  if  my  fears  have  eyes» 

Troi.  Fears  make  devils  of  cherubims ;  they  never 
fee  truly* 

Cre.  Blind  fear,  that  feeing  reafon  leads,  finds  fafer 
footing  than  blind  reafon  {tumbling  without  fear  :  To 
fear  the  worft,  oft  cures  the  worft. 

Troi^  O,  let  my  lady  apprehend  no  fear  :  in  alt 
Cupid's  pageant  there  is  prefented  no  monfter. 

Cre.  Nor  nothing  monftrous  neither  ? 

Troi.  Nothing,,  but  our  undertakings ;  when  we 
vow  to  weep  feas,  live  in  fire,  eat  rocks,  tame  tygers  ; 
thinking  it  harder  for  our  miftrefs  to  devife  impofitiont 
cnough,than  for  us  to  undergo  any  difficulty  impofed.* 
This  is  the  monftruofity  in  love,  lady, — that  the  will 
is  infinite,  and  the  execution  confined  ;  that  the  de- 
lire  is  boundiefs,  and  the  a&  a  Have  tp  limit. 

Cre.  They  fay,  all  lovers  fwear  more  performance 
than  they  are  able,  and  yet  referve  an  ability  that 
they  never  perform ;  vowing  more  than  the  perfedione 
©f  ten>  and  difcKarging  lefs  than  the  tenth  part  of 
one.  They  that  have  the  voice  of  lionsy  and  the  af3: 
of  hares,^  are  they  not  monfters  ? 

Trot.  Are  there  fuch  ?  fuch  are  not  we :  l^aife  u$ 
98  we  are  tailed,  allow  us  as  we  prove  i  our  head  fliall 
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m  -  »  ■  tot  *■    * 

go  bafc,  'till  merit  crown  it^:  no  perfedion  in  rcver- 
jfion  Ihall  have  a  praife  in  prefent :  we  will  not  name 
defert,  before  his  birth ;'  and,  h6\ng  born; '  his  addi- 
tion fliall  be  humble.  Few  words  to  fair  faith  :'  Troi- 
lus  ihall  be  fuch  to  Cfcffid,  as  xi^hat  enX^y  can  fay 
worft,  Ihall  be  a  mock  for  his  trufth  ;  and  what  truth 
can  fpeak  trueft,  not  truer  than  Troilus. 
Cre.  Will  you  walk  in,  my  lord  ? 

Re-enter  PandaruL 
-  ■         - .       •        ■ 

Pan*  What^  blulhirig  ftill  ?    have  you  riot  dond 

talking  yet  ?  .       . 

Cre.  Well,  uncle,  what  folly  I  comriiit,  1  dedicate 
to  you. 

Pan.  I  thank  you  for  that;  if  my  lord  get  abo)^. 
of  you,  you'll  give  him  me  :  Be  true  to  my  lord ;  if 
he  flinch,  chide  me  for  it. 

Trou  You  know  now  your  hoilages  j  your  uncle** 
word,  and  my  firm  faith. 

Pan.  Nay,  Til  give  my  word  for  her  too;  out 
kindred,  though  they  be  long  ere  they  are  wbo*dj  they 
are  conftant,  being  won  :  they  are  burrs^  I  cian  tell 
you ;  they'll  ftick  where  they  are  thrown  *. 

Cre.  Boldnefs  comes  to  me  now,  and  brings  me 
heart : 
Prince  Troilus,  I  have  lov'd  you  night  and  day. 
For  many  weary  months. 

'  — our  headJhaUgo  hare^  *till  merit  crown  it .— ]  I  cannot  for- 
bear to  obferve,  that  the  quarto  reads  thus :  Our  head Jball 2ohare^ 
*till  merit  louer  part  no  affed^ion,  in  reverjion^  &c.  Had  (hero 
been  no  other  copy,  how  could  this  have  been  corrected  ?  The 
true  reading  is  in  the  folio.     Johnson. 

*  '.^^^  bis  addition  Jhall  he  humble. '•"^'j  Wc  Will  give  bim  no 
high  or  pompous  titles.     Johnson. 

*— — they* II  ftick 'where  they  are  thrown.1  This  allufion  haft 
already  occur 'd  in  Meafure  for  Meafure: 

Nay,  friar,   1  am  a  kind  of  hurry  T  fliall  flick. 

Steevens. 

"TroU 
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STm.'Wfiy  was  fny  Ctemd  tiicn'fo  hard,  to  win  ? 

Cre.  Hard  to  feem  won  ;  b\it  I  was  won,  my  lord,' 

With  the  firfi  glance  that  ever ;-Pardon  me ;— *  ^ 

If  Itonfefs  much,..ypu  will  play  the  tyrant. 

I  lovfe*  you' now;  D\it  npt,  /till  now^  fomuch 

But  Iniight  mafter'ij; :— — in'falth^  '^  ly?  *  • 

My  thoughts  were  like  unbridled  children,  growa 

Too  headftronjg  for  their  mother  :  See,  we  fools  ! 

Why  havel  blabb'd?  who.fhall  be  true  to'us. 

When  ^Ve  are  fo  unfecret  to  ourXelvcs  ? 

But,  though, I, Jpv'd^ou  welly  IwooM you  not; 

And  yet,  good  faith j  I  wift'd  my felf  a  man  j 

Or,  that  we  women^  had  men\privilege 

Of  fpeaking firft.     Sweet,  bid  me  hold  my  tongue;' 

For,  in  this,  rapture,  I  Ihall  iurely  fpeak 

The  thing  I  fliall  repent.*    See,  fee,  your  filence. 

Cunning  in  duthbnefs,  from  my  )veaknefs  draws 

My  very  foul  of  courifel :  Stop  .my  mouth. 

Jroi.  And  fliall,  albeit  fwee^  mufick  iflueB  thencfc. 

Pan.  Pretty^  i^aithv 

Ore*  My  lordj>  I  ^-bcfcech  you,  pardon  hie; 
Twas  hot  my  purpofe,  thus  to  beg  a  kifs ; 
I  am  aftiam'd ;— 0  heavens  !  what  have  Ldorie  ?«— ^ 
For  this  time  will  I  take  my  leave,  my  lord. 

froi.  Your  leave,  fweet  Creflid.? 
'  Tan.  Leiavc;  I  an  you  ta^'^. leave  'till .ta-morr6w 
morning,——  .     -*  =    -.  ::   ^ 

Cre.  Prav  yqu,  content  you.  .  ^.  ... 

Trou  r^feaj  pffends  you,  lady  ? 

Cr/4Sr,(  mine  own  company. 
.  Trdi.  YcH^^annot  Aran  yourfelf. 

Cre.  Let  me  go  and  try  :     1     '^ 
I  have  ia  klixd  of  felf  refides  .with  you ; 
But  ^n'untipd  felf,   that  itfelf  will  leave. 
To  be  another's  fool.     I  would  be -gone  :■■'-  -^ 
Where is.m^  wit ? '  *I  fpeak IknoW  not  what. 

Troi.  Well  know  they  what  they  fpeak,  that  fpeak 
fo  wifely. 

Vol.  IX*  G  Cre. 
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Cre.  Perchance,  my  lord,  I  Ihew  more  craft  than 
love  ; 
And  fell  fo  roundly  to  a  large  confeflion. 
To  angle  for  your  thoughts  :  '  But  you  are  wife  ; 
Or  elfe  you  love  not ;  *  For  to  be  wife,  and  loVe, 
Exceeds  man*s  might ;  that  dwelh  with  gods  above* 

Trou  O,  that  I  thought  it  could  be  in  a  woman, . 
(As,  if  it  can,  I  will  prefume  rn  you) 
To  feed  for  aye  her  lamp  and  flames  of  love ;   " 
To  keep  her  conftancy  in  plight  attd  youth. 
Out-living  beauties  outward,  with  a  mind 
That  doth  renew  fwifter  than  blood  decays  ! 
Or,  that  perfuafion  could  but  thiis  convince  me,— 
That  my  integrity  and  truth  to  you 
'  Might  be  affronted  with  the  match  and  weight- 
Of  fuch  a  winnow'd  purity  in  love  ; . . 
How  were  I  then  uplifted !  but,  alas> 
I  am  as  true  as  truth's  fimpHcity,  ' 

Ik 

'   I     '  But  you  are  'vjifiy 
Or  elfe  you  love  not ;  for  to  he  wife  and  love, 
Exceeds  mar^s  mighty  &c,]     I  read  2 
but  wgVg  not  wife, 
Or  elfe  «rw  love  not ;  to  be  wife  and  love, 
Exceeds  man's  might;— —-   * 
Creffida,  in  return  to  the  praife  given  by  Troilus  to  lier  wifdom, 
replies:  "That  lovers  are  never  wife;  that' it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  man  to  bring  love  and'wifdom  to  an  union/*    Johnson. 
»  ■  Wtf  be  vjife  and  love^  ■  - 

Exceeds  mai^s  might  \         ■   ]    This  is  from  Spenfer,  iS^ij^* 
lerd'*s  CaU  March : 

*'  To  be  wife,  ^nd  eke  to  lore, 
**  Is  granted  fcarce  to  go«k above.'*    Tyrwhi^t.     . 
**  Amare  etfapcre  i^ix  a  Deo  conceditur.*^  •  Pub.  Syr. 
Spenfer,  whom  Shakefpeare  followed,  feenM  tolisve  mifunder' 
fiood  this  proverb.     Marfton,  in  the  Dutch  Courtt^an^  1606,  has 
the  fame  thought,  and  the  line  is  printed  as  a  quotation  t 
**  But  raging  luft  my  fate  all  llrong  doth  move, 
**  Tht gods  themfelves  cannot  he 'ooife  and  low?*   Malone^ 
3  Mii^t  he  aSi-onted  w//^  the  match ]    I  w;fc  *•  imr  inte- 
grity might  be  met  and  matched  with  fuch  equality  and  fox^  of 
pure  uniningled  love."    Johnson, 

Ana 
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♦And  fimpler  than  the  infancy  of  truth. 

Cre.  In  that  V\\  war  with  yoy. 

Trot.  O  virtuous  fight. 
When  right  with  right  wars  who  fhall  be  mbft  right ! 
*  True  fwains  in  love  Ihall,  in  the  world  come. 
Approve  their  truths  by  Ti'oilus  :  when  their  rhymes. 
Full  of  proteft,  of  oath,  and  big  compare. 
Want  fimilies,  truth  tir'd  with  iteration, — 
As  true  as  fteel,  as  ^  plantage  to  the  moon. 


As 


^Anifitr^Ur  than  the  infancy  of  truth,']     This  is  fine';  and 
means^  *^  Ere  truth,  to  defend  itfelf  againfl  deceit  in  the  com-  ' 
merceof  the^orld^  had,  outofneceflity,  learned  worldly  policy.'*. 

Warburton, 

*  Trvefiuains  in  hveJhdU^  in  the  vjorUto  come^ 
Approve  their  truths  ly  Troilus:  when  their  rhymes j 
Full  offrotefiy  of  oath  f  and  big  compare  ^ 

Want  Jtmilies :  truths  tir^d  with  iteration^  ]     The  metre, 

as  well  as  the  fenfe,  of  the  lail  verTe  will  be  improved,  I  think,  by 
reading: 

Want  fimilies  of  truths  tir^dwith  iteration* 
So,  a  little  lower  in  the  fame  fpeech  : 

Tet  after  all  comparifons  of  truth ;    Tyrwhitt. 

•  plaiitage  to  the  moon^"]    I  formerly  made  a  filly  conjee* 
ture  that  the  true  reading  was : 

,m  'planets  to  their  moons. 
But  I  did  not  reflect  that  it  was  wrote  before  Galileo  had  difcover* 
cd  the  Satellites  of  Jupiter  i  fo  th^t  plantage  to  the  moon  is  right, 
and  alludes  to  the  common  opinion  of  the  influence  the  moon  has 
over  what  is  planted  pr  fown,  which  was  therefore  done  in  the  in- 
creafc : 

**  Rite  Latonse  puerum  canentes, 
**  Rite  crefcentem  face  noQUucarti, 
**  Profperam  frugum'^  Hor.  lib.iv.  pd.  6#  . 

War  BUR  TON". 
Plantage  is  not,  I  believe,  a  general  term,  but  the  herb  which 
we  now  call  plantain^  in  Latin,  plantago^  which  was,  I  fuppofe, 
imagined  to  be  under  the  pecuhar  inHuence  of  the  moon. 

Johnson. 
Plantage  is  the  French  word  for  a  plantation^  z  plantings  -or 
fitting.     See  Beyer's  and  Cotgrave*s  Diaionaries.     In  the  French 
tranllation  of  Dr.  Agricola's  Agriculture ^  Plantage  a  rebours  is  fre- 
quently ufed  ^ox  planting  resuerfe,     ToLLET. 
Sbakefpeare  fpeaks  of  plantain  by  its  common  appellation  in 

G  z  Ronioo 
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As  fun  to  day,  as.  turtle  to  her  mate. 

As  iron  to  adamant,  as  earth,  to  the  center, 

Yetj^  after  all  comparifons  of  truth, 
7  As  truth's  authentic  author  to  be  cited,- 
As  true. as  Troilus  ihall  crown  up  the  verfc. 
And  fanftify  the  numbers- 

Cre*  Prophet  may  you  be  J 
If  I  be  faJfe,  or  fwerve  a  hair  from  truth, 
When  time  is  old  and  hath  forgot  itfeif, 
^5^hen  water-drops  have  worn  the  ftones  of  Troy^ 
And  blind  oblivion  fwallow'd  cities  up. 
And  mighty  ftates  charadterlefs  are  grated 
To  dufty  nothing ;  yet  let  inemory, 
From  falfe  to  falfe,  among  falfe  maids  in  love. 
Upbraid  my  falfehood!  when  they  have  faid— as  falfe 
As  air,  as  water,  wind,or  fandy  earth. 
As  fox  to  lamb,  as  wolf  to  heifer's  calf, 
Pard  to  the. hind,  or  ftep-dame  to  hex  fon  ;   . 

Romeo  and  Juliet ;  and  yet  in  S^o  and  Phao^  '59 'i  Mandrake, 
is  called  Mandrage:  , 

**  Sow  next  thy  vines  mandrage,^* 
Froip  a  bQok  entitled  The  profitable  Art  of  Gardenings  &c,*  hy, 
Tho.  Hill,  Londoner,    the  third  edition,  printed   in   1579,    I 
learn,  that  neither  fowing,  planting,  nor  grafting,  were  ever  un- 
dertaken without  a  fcrupulaus  attention  to  the  encreafe  or  waning 

of  the  moon, Drydcn  does  not  appear  to  •  have  underftood  the* 

paiTage,  and  has  therefore  altered  it  thus : 

J  As  true  as  flowing  tides  are  to  the  tnoofu 
As  true  asfteeli^  an  ancient  proverbial  fimile.     I  find  it  in  Lyd* 
gate's  Troy  Book  wherchefpcaksof  Troifqs,  l.-iK-ch.  16  :' 

**  Thereto  in  love  trevje  as  anyfieleJ**    Steevens,. 

-  True  asplantage  to  the  moon.]  This  may  be  fully  illuftrated  by 
a  quotation  from  Scott\.I>tycoverie  of  Witchcraft  i  **  The  poore 
hulbandman  perceiveth  that  the  increafc.of  ,the  moone  .XM^^'th, 
plants  frutefuU  ;  fo  as  in  the  full  moone  they  are  ii^  the  beft 
flrength  ;  dccaieing  in  the  ^j:ane\  and  in  the  conjunSum  da  utter* 
lie  Wither  and  vade."    Farmer/ 

^  As  truth's  authentic  author  to  le  cited,]  Troilus  (hall  cro^WTt 
the  *verfe^  as  a  man  to  he  cited  as  the  authentic  author  of  trtuh  \  as 
onie  whofe  protefbtions  were  tnie  to  a  proverb*    Jqhniok,  . 

Yea, 
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Yea,  let  them  fay,  to  flick  the  heart  of  falihood. 

As  falfe  as  CrefSd. 

.    Pan.  Go  to,  a  bargain  made :  feal  it,  feal  it ;  I'll 

be  the  witnefs. Here  I  hold  your  hand ;  here,  my 

toirfin's.  If  ex^'er  you  prove  faife  to  one  another, 
•fiTice  1  have  t^ken  fuch  pains  to  bring  you  together, 
let  all  pitiful  goers-between  be  called  to  the  world's 
end  after  tny  liame,  call  them  all — Pandars;  let 
all  "iiiconftaiit  men  be  Troilus's,  all  falfe  women 
Citifids,  and  all  brokers-between  Pandars !  fay, 
amen. 

3^rou  Amen. 

Ore.  Am'en. 

Pan.  Am'en.  Whereupon  I  will  ihcw  you  a  be4r 
ctamber ;  which  bed,  becaufe  it  fliall  not  fpeak  of 
your  pretty  encounters,  prefs  it  to  death':  away. 

And  Cupid  grant  all  tongue-ty'd  maidens  here^ 

Bed,  chamber,  Pandar  to  provide  this. geer  ! 

[Exeunt. 
SCENE      III. 

The  Grecian'  Camp. 

Enter  A^afnemnonylJlyJfeSy    Diomedy  Nejiort  AjaXj  Me- 

nelauSj  and  Calchas. 

Cal.  Now,  princes,  for  the  fervice  I  have  done  you, 
I'be  advantage  of  the  time  prompts  me  aloud 
To  call  for  recompence.   '  Appeal  it  to  your  mind. 

That, 

'  '^^^.^inconjtdnt  /n^— •]  So  Hanmer.  In  the  copies  it  is  cori' 
fiant,    Johnson. 

Thdugh  Hanmer*s  emendation  l?e  plaufible,  I  believe  Shake- 
fpcare  wrote  cenjlanu  He  feems  to  have  been  Icfs  attentive  to 
make  Pandar  talk  confequentially,  than  to  account  for  the  ideas 
ti^uaUy  annexed  .td  the  three  names.  Now  it  is  certain,  that,  in 
his  time,  a  Troilus  was  as  clear  an  expreffion  for  a  conjiant  lovevy 
«  a  CreJJida  and<i  Pandar  were  for  a  jilt  and  a  pimp.  Tyrwuitt. 

9  .1   '-  — — .  Appear  it  to  your  mindj 

That^  through  the  fight  I  bear  in  shings  to  come^ 
I  have  abandoned  Troy.  ]     This  realbning  pjrplexes 

:     .  G  3  Mr. 
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That,  '  through  the  fight  I  bear  in  things,  to  Jove 
1  have  atbandon'd  Troy,  left  my  poffefiions. 

Incurred 

Mr.  Theobald  ;  **  He  forcfaw  his  country  wa^  undone ;  he  ran 
over  to  the  Greeks  ;  and  this  he  makes  a  merit  of  (fays  the  editor)* 
I  own  (continues  he)  the  motives  of  his  oratory  feem  to  be  ibmc- 
what  perverfe  and  unnatural*'  Nor  do  I  know  how  to  reconcile  it, 
vnlefs  our  poet  purpofely  intended  to  make  Calchas  a&  the  part 
of  a  true  pr left ^  and  fo  from  motives  of  felf-intereft  inlinuate  the 
merit  of  fervice."  The  editor  did  not  know  hbw  to  reconcile  this. 
JQ^or  I  neither.  For  I  do  not  know  what  he  means  by  "  the  mo- 
tives of  his  oratory,"  or,  "  from  motives  of  felf-intereft  to  infi-^ 
nuate  merit.'*  But  if  he  would  infmuate,  th^t  it  was  the  poet's 
deiign  to  make  his  priefl  felf-intereiled,  and  to  reprefent  to  'the 
Greeks  that  what  he  did  for  his  own  prefervation,  was  done  for 
their  fervice,  he  is  miftaken.  Shakefpeare  thoucht  of  nothing  fo 
filly,  as  it  would  be  to  draw  his  prieu  a  knave^  in  order  to  make 
him  talk  like  a  fooL  Though  that  be  the  fate  which  generally 
attends  their  abufers.  But  Shakefpeare  was  no  fuch ;  *and  confe-*^ 
quently  wanted  not  this  cover  for  dulnefs.  Tht perverfene/s  is  alt 
the  editor's  own,  who  interprets, 

■  through  the  fight  I  have  in  things  to  cohte^ 

I  have  abandoned  Troy  ^ 
to  fignify*  **  by  my  power  of  prefcience  finding  my  country  muft 
be  ruined,  I  have  therefore  abandoned  it  to  feek  refuge  with  you  ;'* 
vhereas  the  true  fenfe  is,  '*  Be  it  known  unto  you,  that  on  ac- 
count of  i.  gift  or  faculty  I  have  of  feeing  things  to  come,  which 
faculty  I  fuppofe  would  be  efleemed  by  you  as  acceptable  and  ufe* 
ful,  I  have  abandoned  Troy  my  native  country.*'  That  he  could 
not  mean  what  the  editor  fuppofes,  appears  from  thefe  cbnfidera-* 
<ions :  Firfl,  if  he  had  reprefented  himfelf  as  running  from  ^ 
falling  city,  he  could  never  have  faid  ; 

I  have expos'd  myfelf, 

From  certain  and  poflefs'd  conveniencies. 

To  douhful  fortunes ; 

Secondly,  the  abfolute  knowledge  of  t{ic  fall  of  Troy  was  a  fecrct 
liid  from  the  inferior  gods  themfelves ;  as  appears  from  the  poe- 
tical  hiftory  of  that  war.  It  depended  on  many  contingencies, 
whofe  exiftence  they  did  not  forefee.  All  that  they  knew  was, 
that  if  fuch  and  fuch  things  happened,  Troy  would  fall.  And 
this  fee  ret  they  communicated  to  Caflandra  only,  but  along  with 
it,  the  fate  not  to  be  believed.  Several  others  knew  each  a  fcve- 
jral  part  of  the  fecret ;  one^  that  Troy  could  not  be  taken  unkft 
Achilles  went  to  the  war  ;  another,  that  it  could  not  fall  while  it 
had  the  palladium ;  and  fo  on.  But  the  fecret,  that  it  was  abfo- 
Jutely  to  fall,  was  known  to  none.-— i-The*  fenfe  here  given  will 

adroit 
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ft 

Incurred  a  traitor's  name  ;  exposed  myfelf. 

From  certain  and  poffefl:  conveniences. 

To  doubtful  fortunes ;  fequeftring  from  me  all 

That  time,  acquaintance,  cuftom,  and  condition,^. 

Made  tame  aji.d  moft  familiar  to  my  nature ; 

And  here,  to  do  you  fcrvice,  am  become 

As  new  into  the  world,  ftrange,  unacquainted  : 

I  do  befeech  you,  as  in  way  of  tafte. 

To  give  me  now  a  little  benefit, 

Outof  thofe  many  regiftred  in  promife,. 

Which,  you  fay,  live  to  come  in  my  behalf- 

A^a.  What  wouldft  thou  of  us,  Trojan  ?   make 
demand. 

CaU  You  have  a  Trojan  prifoner,  caird  Antenor, 
Yefterday  took ;  Troy  holds  him  very  dear. 
Oft  have  you  (often  have  you  thanks  therefore) 
Defir*d  my  Creffid  in  right  great  exchange,' 
Whofm  Troy  hath  ftill  deny'd  :  But  this  Antenor, 

-iSmit  of  no  difpute  amongfl:  thofe  who  know  how  acceptable  a 
feer  was  amongft  the  Greeks.  So  that  this  Calchas,  like  a  true 
priefiy  if  it  needs  rnuft  be  (6^  went  where  he  could  e^ercife  his 
profeffion  with  moft  advantage.  For  it  being  much  lefs  common 
amongft  th.^  Greeks  than  the  Afiatics,  there  would  be  a  greater 
demand  for  it.     Wak  burton. 

I  am  airaid,  that  after  all  the  learned  commentator's  efforts  to 
clear  the  argument  of  Calchas,  it  will  ftill  appear  liable  to  objec- 
tion ;  nor  do  1  difcover  more  to  be  urged  in  his  defence,  than 
that  though  his  fkill  in  divination  determined  him  to  leave  Troy, 
yet  that  he  joined  himfelf  to  Agamemnon  and  his  arm j^  by  uncon- 
ilrained  good-will;  and  ibough  he  came  as  a  fugitive  efcaping 
from  deftru(5tion,  yet  his  fervices  after  his  reception,  being  vo- 
luntary and  important,  deferved  reward.  This  argument  is  not 
regularly  and  diftin£tly  deduced^  but  this  is,  I  think,  the-beft  ex- 
plication that  It  will  yet  admit.    Johksok. 

*  -'-'^through  the  fight  I  bear  in  things^  /i?  Jove]  This^paflagc 
in  ^11  the  modern  editions  is  filently  depraved,  and  printed  thus : 

through  the  fight  1  hear  in  things  to  come. 

The  word  is  fo  pnnted  that  nothing  but  the  fenfe  can  determine 
whether  it  be  love  or  Jove.  I  believe  that  the  editors  read  it  as 
Uve^  and  therefore  made  the  alteration  to  obtain  fome  meaning. 

Johnson* 

—to  love^  might  mean— to  the  confequcnccs  of  Paria's  love 
for  Helen.    Steevens, 

G  4  I  know. 
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I  know,  is  fuch  a  wreft  in  their  affairs,. 
That  their  negotiations  all  muft  flack. 
Wanting  his  manage  ;  and  they  will  almoft 
Give  us  a  prince  oi  blood,  a  (on  of  Priam, 
In  change  of  him  :  let  him  be  fent,  great  princes^ 
Arid  he  ftiall  buy  my  daughter ;  and  her  prefcncc 
Shall  quite  flrike  off  all  fervice  J  have  done, 
*  In  mbft  accepted  paia 

Jga.  Let  Diomedes  bear  him. 
And  bring  us  Creflid  hither ;  Calchas  fliall  have  ' 
What  he  requefts  of  us.— Good  JDiomed, 
Furnifli  you  fairly  ifor  this  enterchange : 
Withal,  bring  word— if  Hed:or  will  to-morrow 
Be  anfwer'd  in  his  challenge ;  Ajax  is  ready. 

Diom.  This  fliall  I  undertake ;  and  'tis  a  burden    . 
Whiclj  I  am  proud  to  bear,  [^Exif  Diomed^  and  Cakhas^ 

Enter  AcJ^iUes^  a)fd  P^tmlus^  k^fore  thir  tenu^ 

UJyiT?  Achilles  ft^nds  i'the  entraiipQ  of  hi?  itept  ;-?--5 
Pleafe  it  our  general  to  p^fs  flirangely  by  him. 
As  if  he  were  forgot ; — and,  princes  all. 
Lay  negligent  and  loofe  regard  upon  him  :— 
'  I  will  come  laft  :  *Tis  like,  he'll  queilion  me. 
Why  fuch  unplaufive  eyes  are  tent,,  why  turn'd  oq 

him  : 
If  fo,  I  have  '  derifion  rhed'cinable, 
To  ufe  between  your  ftrangenefs  and  his  pride, 

*  Inmoji  accepted  ^zin,']    Sir  T#  Hanmer,  and  Dr.  WatfaurCon 
after  him,  read: 

In  moft  accepud  pay. 
They  do  not  feem  to  ui\derftand  the  conftruftion  of  the  pafiage. 
Her  freferice^  fays  Calchas,  Jhall  Jlrike  offy  or  recompence  thefir^ 
'Vice  I  have  dane^  even  in  thefe  labours  which  were  moji  accepted^ 

•  Johnson, 

3  —— derifjpn  me^cinahle^l   All  the  modem  editions  have  dect^ 
fioit.    The  old  copies  are  apparently  right.     The  folio  in  this^ 
place  agrees  with  the  quarto,  fo  that  the  corruption  was  at  firft 
inerely  accidental.    Johnson. 

Which, 
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Which  his  own  will  fliall  have  defire  to  drink  ; 
It  may  do  good :  pride  hath  no  other  glafs 
To  fliew  itfelf,  but  pride ;"  for.  fupple  knees 
Feed  arromnce,  and  are  the  proud  man's  fees. 

Aga.  We'll  execute  your  purpofe^  and  put  on 

A  form  of  ftran^enefs  as  wepafs  along  i^ 

So  do  each  lord ;  and  either  greet  him  not. 

Or  elfe  difdainfuUy,  which  fliall  fliake  him  more 

Than  if  not  Igok'd  on.     I  will  lead  the  way. 

AchiU  What,  comes  the  general  to  fpeak  with  me? 
You  know  my  inind,  Til  fight  no  more  *gainft  Troy. 

Aga.  What  fj^ys  Achilles  ?  would  he  aught  with  us  ? 

N^.  Wpuld  you,  my  lord,  aught  with  the  general? 

AchiL  No. 

Neft.  Nothing,  my  lord. 

Aga.  The  better. 

AUhil.  Good  day,  good  day. 

Aien.  How  do  you  ?  how  do  you  ? 

jlchiL  Wh^t,  does  the  cuckold  fcorn  me  ? 

jijax.  How  now,  Patroclus  ? 

AcMl.  Good  morrow,  Ajax. 

Ajax.  Ha  ? 

AchiL  Good  morrow. 

Ajax.  Ay,  and  good  next  day  too.  [^Exeunt. 

Achil.  What  rnean  thefe  fellows  ?  know  fbey  not 
Achilles  ? 

Jpatr.  They  pafs  by  flrangely  :  they  were  us'd  to 
bend. 
To  fend  their  fmiles  before  them  to  Achilles; 
To  come  as  humbly,  as  they  us'd  to  creep 
To  holy  altars. 

Achil.  What,  am  I  poor  of  Ute  ? 
'Tis  certain,  Greatpcfs,  once  fallen  out  with  fortune, 
Muft  fall  out  with  men  too  :  What  the  declined  is. 
He  fliall  as  foon  read  in  the  eyes  of  others, 
As  feel  in  his  own  fall :  rfor  men,  like  butterflies. 
Shew  not  their  mealy  wing^,  but  to  the  fummer ; 
And  not  a  i©an,  fpr  being  fimply  man, 

•     Hath 
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Hath  any  honour ;  but's  honoured  for  thofe  honours 
That  are  without  him,  as  place,  riches,  favour^ 
Prizes  of  accident  as  oft  as  merit : 
Which  when  they  fall,  as  being  llippery  ftandcrs. 
The  love  that  leaned  on  them  as  flippcry  too. 
Doth  one  pluck  down  another,  and  together 
Die  in  the  fall.     But  *tis  not  fo  with  me : 
Fortune  and  I  are  friends ;  I  do  enjoy 
Jit  ample  point  all  that  I  did  poflcfs. 
Save  thefe  men's  looks ;  who  do,  metbinks,  find  out 
Something  in  me  not  worth  that  rich  beholding 
-As  they  have  often  given.     Here  is  Ulyffes ; 
ni  interrupt  his  reading. How  now,  Ulyffes  ? 

lllyjf*  Now,  great  Thetis*  fon  ? 

jlchiL  What  are  you  reading  ? 
^  Ulyff.  A  ftrange  fellpw  here 
Writes  me.  That  man— *how  dearly  ever  parted^^ 

How  much  in  having,  or  without,  or  in, 

Cannot  make  boaft  to  have  that  which  he  hath* 
Nor  feels  not  what  he  owes,  but  by  refleftion  j 
As  when  his  virtues  ihining  upoa  others 
Heat  them,  and  they  retort  that  heat  agai;) 
To  the  firft  giver, 

AchiL  This  is  not  ftrange,  Ulyffes. 
The  beauty  that  is  borne  here  in  tiie  face, 
The  bearer  knows  not,  but  commends  itfelf 
*  To  others*  eyes :  nor  doth  the  eye  itfelf  % 

(That 

♦  Ijocuj  Nearly  ever  parted,]  i.  e.  how  cxquifitely  (bever 
liis  virtues  be  divided  and  balanced  in  him.  •  So,  in  Romeo  and 
yuliet:  *'  StufTd,  as  they  fay,  with  \iono\xx2k\Q  parts ^  proportioned 
as  one's  thoughts  would  wifh  a  man/*    War  burton. 

I  do  not  think  that  in  the  word  parted  is  included  any  idea  of 
divtfian ;  it  means,  however  excellently  endo^zved^  with  however  dear 
or  pveci6us  parts  enriched  or  adorned.     Johnsoi^, 

*  To  others*  eyes^  &c.  ^ 

(That  mojl  purefptrit  &c.]  .  Thefe  two  lines  arc  totally  omit" 
'ted  in  all  the  editions  but  the  firft  quarto.     Pope. 

^nor  doth  the  eye  itfelf y]    Sq,  in  Julius  Cacfar : 


c< 
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(That  moft  pure  fpirit  of  fenfe)  behold  itfelf. 

Not  going  from  itfelf ;  but  eye  to  eye  opposVi 

Salutes  each  other  with  each  other's  form. 

For  fpeculation  turns  not  to  itfelf. 

Till  it  hath  traveird,  and  is  marry'd  there 

Where  it  may  fee  itfelf :  this  is  not  ftrange  at  alL 

XJljlff.  I  do  not  ftrain  at  the  pofition. 
It  is  familiar ;  but  at  the  author's  drift : 
Who,  ^  in  his  circumftance,  exprefsly  proves—— 
That  no  man  is  the  lord  of  any  thing, 
(Though  in  and  of  him  there  is  much  confifting) 
Till  he  communicate  his  parts  to  others : 
Nor  doth  he  of  himfclf  know  them  for  aught , 
Till  he  behold  them  form'd  in  the  applaufc 
Where  they  are  extended ;  whichj  like  an  arch,  re- 
verberates 
The  voice  again ;  or  like  a  gate  of  fteel 
Fronting  the  fun,  receives  and  renders  back 
His  figure  and  his  heat.     I  was  much  rapt  in  this  ; 
And  apprehended  here  immediately 
*  The  unknown  Ajax. 

Heavens,    what  a  man  is  there  I  a  very  horfe ; 
That  has  he  knows  not  what.     Nature,  what  things 

there  are, 
Moft  abjedt  in  regard,  and  dear  in  ufe ! 
What  things  again  moft  dear  in  the  efteem. 
And  poor  in  worth !     Now  fliall  we  fee  to-morrow 
^n  ad  that  very  chance  doth  throw  upon  him, 
Ajax  renowned.     O  heavens,  what  fome  nien  do. 
While  fome  men  leave  to  do ! 

NoCaffius ;  for  the  eye  fees  not  itfelf, 
Sut  by  reflexiohy  by  fome  other  things. 

'  Steeveni. 

^  in  his  circumjiance^'^'^'l     In  the  detail  or  circumdudtion 

«f  his  argument.    Johnson. 

*  The  imknorjjn  AjaxJ^     Ajax,  who  has  abilities  which  were 
ftfver  brought  into  view  or  ufe.    Johnson. 

How 
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9  How  foHie  tnon  creep  in  ikittifli  fortuned  hall> 
While  others  play  the  ideots  in  her  eyes  ! 
How  one  man  eats  into  another's  pride, 
^While  pride  is  ^"feaftihg  in  his  wantonncfs  ! 
To  feethefe  Greciaii  lords! — wKy,  even  already  . 
They  clap  the  lubber  Ajax  on  thelhoulder ; 
As  if  Kis  foot  were  on  brave  Hdior  s  bfcaft. 
And  great  Troy  Ihrinking.  ' 

JcbiL  I  do  believe  It :  for  they  pafs'd  by  me. 
As  mifers  do  by.be^ars ;  neither  gave  to  me 
Good  word,  nor  look:  What  are  my  deeds  forgot  ? 

C7^  ^  Time  hath,  my  lord>  a  wallet  at  his  back. 
Wherein  he  puts  alms  For  oblivion, 
A  great-fiz*d  montter  of  ingratitudes  i 
Thofe  fcraps  are  good  deeds  paft ;  which  are  devour^<l 
As  faft  as  they  are  made,  forgot  as  foon 
As  done :  Perfeverance,  dear  my  lord. 
Keeps  honour  bright :  To  have  done,  is  to  hang 
Quite  -out  of  faftiion,  like  a  rufty  mail 
In  rhonumental  mockery.     Take  the  inftant  way  ; 
For  honour  travels  in  a  ftreight  fo  narrow. 
Where  one  but  goes  abreaft :  keep  then  the  path  ; 
For  emulation  hath  a  thoufand  fons. 
That  one  by  one  purfue;  If  you  give  way. 
Or  hedge  afide  from  the  direft  forth  right^ 
Like  to  an  entred  tide,  they  all  ruih  by. 
And  leave  you  hindmoft  ';— • 

•  Ho^fom  fftenctetp  in  Jkktijbfirtmf^s  haU^'\  To  crt^  li  to 
hep  out  af  fight  from  whatever  motive.  Some  men  h^  out  cfna^ 
tice  in  the  hall  of  fortune^  while  others,  though  they  h\xt  play  the 
ideot^  are  always  in  her  eycy  in  the  way  of  diitin£lion«     Johnson. 

* fefifting'-^^'X    Folio.     The  quarto  has  fafiing.    Either 

word  may  bear  a  good  fenie.    JoRiir 6ol^.  . 

*  l^ime  hathy  «y  hrd^  a  wallet  at  his  hach^']  This  ipcech  i* 
printed  in  all  the  modem  editions  v^ith  fuch  deviations  from  the 
old  copy,  as  exceed  the  lawful  p6wer  of  an  editor:    JoHNso?f. 

^  —and  there  you  lie :]    Thefe  <^o^ds  are  not  in  the  folio. 

Johnson. 
Nor  in  any  other  copy  that  I  hav^  fedii.     I  have  given  the  paf- 
fege  as  I  found  it  in  the  folio»    Steevens* 

Or 
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Or  like  a  gallant  horfe  fallen  in  ffirff  rank, 

Lie  there  for  pavemeiit  '^to  the  abjedt  rear^ 

^O'ct  run  and  trampled  on :  Then  what  they  do  ia, 

prefent, 
Though  lefs  than  yours  in  pafllj  muft'  o'er-top  yours  z. 
Fortimo  is,  like  a  fafllionablehofti 
That  flightly  Ihakes  his  parting  guefl  by/the  hand  ; 
And  with  his  arms  out-ftretch'd,  as  he  would 'iiy^ 
Grafps-iri  the  comer  :  Welcome  ever  fmiles. 
And  farewel  goes  out  fighing.  .  O,  let  not  virtue  ftek 
Remuneration  for  the  thing  it  was ;  ^  for  beauty,, wit. 
High  birth,  vigour  of  bone,  defert  in  fervrce, . 
Love,  friendfhip,  charity,  are  fubjedJs  all 
To  envious  and  calumniating  time. 
One  touch  of  nature  makes  the  whole  world  kin*—— 
That  all,  with  one  confent,  praifc  new-born  gawds. 
Though  they  are  madt  and  moulded  of  things  pafl: ; 
J  And  fliew  to  duft,  that  is  a  little  gilt. 

More 

♦  to  tbi  dd^eH  rear,]    So  Hanmer.    All theeditprs be* 
fore  him  read : 

■  ■         tc  the  aije^^  near.    Johnson. 
^  O'er  run  Scc.'\     The  quarto  wholly  omits  the  fimilc.  of.  tho 
horfe,  an^  readi  tlius  : 

And  leave  you  hindmqfi^  then  <what  they*  do  at  prefiut,* .,       ^ 
The  firiio  feems  to  have  fome  omiflion,  for  the  fimile  begiiia^, 

Or,  like  a gall4snt bor/e 1     ■■       Johnson> 

•  The  modem  editors  read  :        . 

Ftfr  heaiity^  tvlt^  high  hlrfh;  defert  infervkey  &c,  ,     , 

I  do  nqtdeny  but  the  chauges  produce  a  nwre  e^fy  lapfe  o^ntim-* 
bcrs^but  they  do  not  exhibit  the  workofShafceipeare.  Johu^on* 
"*  And  go  to  duft,^  that  is  a  little  gilt^  .       ^  .  . 

Mqrje  laud  than  ^i.o^er'dufiedf\  Inthi^.  .mangled  con  toou.  do 
we  find  this  truly  fine  obfervation  tranfmitted  in  the  jold  y<?/wj, 
Mr.  Pope  faw  it  was  corrupt,  and  therefpre,  as.  I  preijumei  threw 
it  out  of  the  text  5  becaufe  he  would  not  ifidulge  his  pritwite  fenfy 
in  attempting  to  make  fenfe  of  it.  I  owe  the  foundation  of  the 
amendment,  which  I  have  given  t<i  the  text,  to  the^  ftgac^y  oif 
the  ingenious  .Dr.  Thirlby.    I  read; 

And  give  to  duji^  that  is  a  little  gilt^ 

More  laud  than  they  will  give  to  gold  oW-duJIed. 

Theobald. 
This 


I 

/ 


^ 

% 
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More  laud  than  gilt  o*er-dufl:ed. 

The  prefent  eye  praifes  the  prefent  objeft  : 

Then  marvel  not,  thou  great  and  complete;  man. 

That  all  the  Greeks  begin  to  woflhip  Ajax ; 

Since  things  in  motion  fooner  catch  the  eye. 

Than  what  not  ftirs.     The  cry  went  once  on  thee. 

And  flill  it  might,  and  yet  it  may  again. 

If  thou  wouldft  not  entomb  thyfelf  alive. 

And  cafe  thy  reputation  in  thy  tent ; 

Whofe  glorious  deeds^  but  in  thefe  fields  of  late, 

•Made  emulous  miffions/mongft  the  gods  themfelvcs. 

And  drave  great  Mars  to  faftion. 

Achih  Of  this  my  privacy 
I  have  ftrong  reafons. 

Uljllf.  But  'gainft  your  privacy 
The  reafons  are  more  potent  and  heroical : 
*Tis  known,  Achilles,  that  you  are  in  love 
With  one  of  Priam's  daughters  9. 

AchiL  Ha !  known  ? 

Ulyjf.  Is  that  a  wonder  > 
The  providence  that's  in  a  watchful  ftate^ 

This  emendation  has  been  adopted  by  the  fucceedbg  editors, 
Ijut  recedes  too  far  from  the  copy.  There  is  no  other  corruptioQ 
than  fuch  as  Shakefpeare's  incorret^nefs  often  refembles.  He 
has  omitted  the  article  to  in  the  fecond.  line :  he  ihould  have 
written : 

More  laud  than  to  gilt  o^er-dufied,    Johnson. 

•  Made  emulous  miffions  ]  MiJJions  for  di'vifionSy  i.  e.  goings 
out,  on  one  fide  and  the  other.     War  burton. 

The  meaning  of  miffion  feems  to  be  difpatches  of  the  gods  from 
heaven  about  mortal  bufinefs,  fuch  as  often  happened  at  the  fiegc 
of  Troy.    Johnson. 

^  It  means  the  defcent  of  deities  to  combat  on  either  fide ;  an 
idea  which  Shakefpeare  very  probably  adopted  from  Chapman's 
tranilation  of  Homer.  In  the  fifth  book  Diomed  wounds  Mars, 
who  on  his  return  to  heaven  is  rated  by  Jupiter  for  having  inter- 
fered in  the  battle.  This  difobedience  is  the  fa^ion  which  I 
fuppofe  Ulyfles  would  defcribe.     Steevens. 

9, oneef  PrianCs  daughter sJ}  Polyxena,  in  the  a6t  of  mar- 
rying whom^  he  was  afterwards  killed  by  Paris.    Steevens, 

Knows 
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^  Knows  almoft  every  grain  of  Pluto*s  gold  ; 

Finds  bottom  in  the  uncomprehenfive  deeps ; 

•Keeps  plac^  with  thought ;  and  almoft,  like  the  godsj^- 

Does  thoughts  unveil  in  their  dumb  cradles; 

There  is  a  rayftery  Q  with  whom  relation 

Durft  never  meddle)  in  the  foul  of  ftate ; 

Which  hath  an  operation  more  divine,. 

Than  breath,  or  pen^  can  give  expreflure  to : 

AH  the  commerce  that  you  have  had  wi^h  Jroy, 

As  perfedly  is  ours,  jijs  yours,  my  lord ;         :  — 

And  better  would  it  fit  Achilles  mucH,.' 

To  throw  down  Heftor,  than  Polyxena :. 

But  it-muft  grieve  young  Pyrrhus  now  athpme. 

When  fame  fhall  in  our  iflands  found  her  ti;ump ; 

And  all  the  Qreekifti  girls  fliall  trippipg  fing^— i- 

Great  He^ar^sjt/ier  did  Achilles' win ;  ,  :  : 

But  our  great  Ajax  brolly  heai  dawn  hlm^ 

Farewell,  my  lord  :  I  as  your  lover  fpeak  ; 

The  fool  Hides  o'er  tlie  ice  that  you  flipuld  break. 

.  {Exit.^ 

Pntr.  To  this  effed,  Achilles,  have^  J  mov'd  your* 
A  woman  impudent  slnd  mannilh  grown       -  . 

Is  not  more  loathed,  than  an  effeminate  man 
In  time  of  adion.     I  ftand  condemned  for  this ; 

*  Knows  almofi  &c.]    For  this  elegant  line  the  quarto  has  only. 

Knows  almoft  every  thingj,    Johnson. 
I  think  we  fhould  read,  of  Flutus*  gold*  So,  Beaumont  and  Flet- 
cher's Philafter^  ad  I V  : 

**  *Ti8  not  the  wealth  of  Plutus^  nor  the  gold  '  . 

**  Lock'd  in  th^  heart  of  earth'*— 
It  fhould  be  remember'd  however,  thsit  mines  of  goU  were  Bn^ 
devLtly  {up^icd  to  be  guarded  i>y  demons,  Steevens,, 

^ Keeps  place  wit^  thought; ]     i.  c.  there  is  in  the  provi-' 

dence  of  a  ftate,  as  in  the  providence  of  the  univerfe,  a  kind  of 
ubiquity.  The  expreffion  is  exquifitely  fine :  yet  the  Oxford 
editor  alters  it  to  keeps  pace^  and  fo  :deftro}'s  all  its  beauty.  -  - 

Warburton. 
'  (with  whom  relation  :  v 

Durft  never  meddle)"   ■  ■  ]     There  is  a  fecret  adminiflra- 

dpn  of  ^ffiiirs,  which  no  bijlory  wgs  ever  able  to  difcov-er. 

Johnson, 

They 
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They  think,  myiittle  ftortiacK  tb  the  waf. 
And  your  great  Idvetb  m^,  reftraitis'you  thus  : 
Sweet,  roufe  yourfelf ;  and  tHe'W^ik  wanton  Cupid  . 
Shall  from  youmeck  unloofeliis  anlbrous' fold. 
And,  like  a  dew-drop  from  the  Irohy  matiey 
Be  ihook  ♦  to  air. 

JchiL  Shall*  Ajak 'fight  with  ftea^r?^    .        ' 

Ptf/r.'Av;  arid,  perhaps,  refceivc  rfiiieh  honour  bjr 
nim.  *         ,  .  , 

jfchiL  I  fee,  *  niy  reputation  ii  it  ftklce ; 
My  fame  is  flirewdly  gor*d. 

Pair.  O,  tlieti  Ijeware ;       ' 
Thofc  wounds  heal  ill,  that  men  do  give'themfelvcs: 
*  OmifSon  to  do'  what  is  rieceflary ' 
Seals  a  commifllbn  to  a  blank  of  danger ;     '     \ 
And  danger,  like  an  ague,  fubtly  taiiits 
Even  then  when  we  fit  idly  in  the*  fun. 

jichil.  00  call  Therfites  hither,' fwectTafroclus  :  ' 
rU  fend  the  fooltb  Ajax,  anddefire  him 
To  invite  the  .Trojan  lords  after  t^e  combat, 
'To  fee  us  herb  unarmed ':  1  have  a  wbitian's  lc5ilging^ 
An  appetite  that  I  am  fick  withal; 
To  fee  great  Hedbr  in  his  weeds  "of  peace ; 
To  talk  with  him,  and  to  behold  his  vifage. 
Even  to  my  full  of  view.     A  labour  fav'd ! 

Enter  7%erfiie^.     ]  '  • 

STi&^r.  A  wonder! 

Achil.  What?-  - 
'  Y55^r.  Ajax  goes  up  and  down  the  fieldj  ajKirig  for 
himfelf*. 

Ahtl.  Howfo? 

to  air. \    So  the  quarto.    The- folio:        •  * 
to  airy  air^    Johnson. 


^Omifion  to  do  &C.1  By  neglif^'ftj  ojXT  d^Xywt  tommfflon' or 
enable  that  i/tfffg-er  of  dimonour,  which  c6uldtiot  teadrusbeforey 
to  hy  hold  upon  U8»    Johnson. 

TBer. 
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.    Then  He  niuft  fight  fingly  to-morrow  With  Hedor ; 
and  is  fo  prophetically  proud  of  9n  heroical  cudgel- 
ling, that  he  raves  in  faying  nothing, 
.  AchiL  How  can  that  be  ?     *: '  : 

Ther.  Why,  he  (talks  up  and  down  like  a  peacock^ 
a  ftride,  and  a  ftand  :  ruminates,  like  an  hoftefs,  that 
hath  no  arithmetic  but  her  brain  to  fet  dpwn  her 
reckoning  :  bites  his  lip  '  with  a  politic  regard,-  as 
whoihould  fay — there  were  wit  in  this  head,  an  .'twopld 
out ;  and  fo  there  is;  but  it  lies  as  coldly  in. hint  as 
fire  in  a  flint,  which  will  not  fliew  without  knocking. 
The  man's  undone  for  ever ;  for  if  Heftor  break  not 
his  neck  i'the  combat,  he'll  break  it  himfelf  in  vain- 
glory. He  knows  not  me:  I  faid,  Good-morrinv^ 
Jjax;  and  he  replies.  Thanks^  Agamemnon.  .  What 
think  you  of  this  man,  that  takes  me  for  the  general  ? 
He-s  grown  a  very  land-fifli,  languagelefs,  a  monger, 
A  plague  of  opinion!  a  man  may  wear  it  on  both 
fides,  like  a  leather  jerkin.  . 

AchiL   Thou  muft  be   my  emb^flador  to  him, 

Therfitcs.  - 

* 

T^hr-  Who,  I  ?  why,  he'll  anfwer  no  body ;  he 
profeffes  not  anfwering ;  fpeaking  is  for  beggars ;  he 
wears  his  tongue  in  his  arms,  I  will  put  on  his  pre^^ 
fence ;  let  Patroclus  make  demands  to  me,  you  Ihall 
fee  the  pageant  of  Ajax.  ■  - 

AchtU  lb  him,  Patroclus:  Tell  him,~I  humbiy 
defire  the  valiant  Ajax,  to  invite  the  moft  yalorbus 
Bedor  to  come  unarmed  to  my  tent ;  and  to  procure 
fafe  condud:  for  his  perfoji,  of  the  magnanimous,  and 
moft  illuftrious,  fix-or-fcven-times-honour'd  captain- 
general  of  the  Grecian  army,  Agamemnon,  &c.    Do 

this.         •  ;•    • 

?atr.  Jove  blefs  great  Ajax ! 
T^cr.  Hum ! 

fatr.  I  come  from  the  worthy  Achilles. 
ner.  Ha!  - 

-  •  -^^ith  a  politic  regard.^l  With  zjly  hoh    JoHNSoy, 
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Psir.  Who  inoft  hum-bly  defires  you^  to  invite 
He^Sk^r  to  his  t«nr« 

^her.  Hum ! 

Pi7/r»  And  to  procufe  fafe  ccx^diift  from  Aga-^ 
diemfioo* 

!SriS^r\  AgamemncHi? 

ptf/r.  Ay,  my  lord* 

SrS^r.  Ha! 

Ptf/r.  What  fay  you  tc(*t  ? 

yjw.  God  be  wi'you,  with  alUny  Heart* 

fatr.  Your  ahfwfer,  fir. 

^ivn  If  to*morrow  be  a  fair  day^  by  ekven  o*clock 
it  will  go  one  way  or  other  j  howfofevery  he  feail  pay 
for  me  «^  be  has  <nc« 

Patr.  Your  anfwer,  fir, 

^loer.  Fare  you  well,  with  all  my  heart* 

AiM.  Why,  but  he  is  not  in  this  tufle,  is  he  ? 

^tr.  No,  but  bcVout  o*tune  thus.  What  mufick 
will  be  in  him  when  HeAor  has  knock'd  ovit  his 
2irains,  I  know  not :  Eut,  I  am  fure,  none ;  unle6  the 
fidlcr  Apollo  get  his  finews  to  make  catlings  on  *. 

AcUU  Come,  thou&alt  bear  a  letter  to  him  ftraight^ 

^her.  Let  me  bear  another  to  his  horfe ;  for  that^s 
the  more  capable  creature. 

;  4chd.  My  ^^fid  is  troubled,  like  a  fountain  ftirr'd; 
And  I  myfclf  ifce  not  the  bottom  of  it, 

,' '     :!.j'       i  {^Exennt  ^chilksy  and  Patroclus4 

Thsr^  Would  the  fountain  of  your  Bfllnd  pwere  clear 
again,  that  I  might  water  an.afs  at  k !  /Iql»d  rather 
l>e atick  in  a fheep,  than<fuoh*a  vaiiknrig^orance. 

»   ■  to  make  catlings  dti"}  m<m^}^M  atrcacf)^bbrervcd  tbaC 

a  catUng  lienifies  a  fmall  lute-ftruig^m&de  of  catpu* '  Onr.  of  the 
«\uficians  In  Romeo  and  Jtdiet  W  (^ill^^SHribii  Cart/itf:.  Steevens, 


,^, .    V  oAv^\  -\-.^H^  ;i 


ACt 


tiiOiLuS  AND  CRESSIDA.      99 


A  C  T     IV.       SCENE     I. 

I 

A  ftreet  in  Troy. 

•  *  '  t  . 

Enter  at  one  door  Mneas,  and  Servanty  with  a  torch  i  at 
another  J  Paris,  Deiphobus,  Antcnor,  and  Diomedy  &f^* 
with  torches. 

Par.  See,  ho  !  Who  is  that  there  ?  . ,     . 
•     Dei^  It  is  the  lord  .^Eneas^  . 

ifi^.  Is  the  prince  there  in  perfop  ?— r 
Had  I  io  good  occafion  to  lie  long, . 
As  you,  prince  Paris,  nought  but  heavenly  bufinefs 
Should  rob  my  bed-mate  of  my  company. 

Dio.  That's  my  niii^d.  too.r— r— Good  iiiarrow,  lord 

Par.  A  valiant  Greek,  jEaeas ;  take  his  hand  : 
Witnefs  the  procefs  of  your  fpeecii,  vvhercin 
You  told — how  Diomed,  a  whole  week  by  days. 

Did  haunt  you  in  the  field*       .    •    .  .   ,    . 

jEne.  Health  to  you,  valiaqt  fir, 
*  During  ail  queftion  of  the  gentle  truce : . 
But  when  I  meet  you  ^rm'd,  as  black  defiance^ 
As  heart  can  think,  or  courage  execute. 

Dio.  The  one  and  other  Diomed  embraces* 
Our  bloods  are  now  in  calm ;  aud,  fo  long,  health  : 
But  when  contention  and  occafion  meet, 
By  Jove,  Til  play  the  hunter  fpr  thy  life. 
With  all  my  force,  purfuit,  and  policy. 

jEne. '  And  thou  ihalt  hunt  a  lion,  that  will  fly 

With 

*  During  alt  c^t^ioxi  of  the  gentle  truce  :^     I  once  thought  to 
read: 

During  all  quiet  ofi/je  gentle  truce. 
But  I  think  ^uefiion  means  intercourfe,  interchange  of  converfa- 
tion.    Johnson. 

*  And  thou  Jbalt  hunt  a  lion^  that  zvillj^ 

With  his  face  hack  in  humane  gentlene/s.}     Thus  Mr.  Pope  in 

H  2  his 
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With  his  face  backward.     In  humane  gentlencfs^ 
Welcome  to  Troy  !  now,  by  Anchifes'  life. 
Welcome,  indeed  !     ^  By  Venus'  hand  I  fwcar> 
No  man  alive  can  love,  in  fuch  a  fort. 
The  thing  he  means  to  kill,  more  excellently. 

Dio.  We  fympathlze  : Jove,  let  JEneas  live. 

If  to  my  fword  his  fate  be  not  the  glory,. 
.  A  thoufand  complete  courfes  of  the  fun  ! 
But,  in  mine  emulous  honour,,  let  him  die. 
With  every  joint  a  wound  ;  and  that  to-morrow  I 

jEne.  We  know  each  other  well^ 

Dio.  We  do ;  and  long  to  know  each  other  wqrfc. 

Par.  This  is  the  moff  dcfpightful  gentle  greetings 
The  nobleft  hateful  love,  that  e'er  1  heard  oL 
What  bufincfs,  lord,,  fo  early  ? 

JSae.  I  was  fent  for  to  the  king ;  but  why,  I  know 
not. 

Par.  *  His  purpofe  meets  you ;  'Twas  to  bring  this 
Greek 

^fais  great  fagacity  pointed  this  pai&ge  in  his  firft  edition,  not  de- 
viating from  the  error  of  the  old  copies.  What  conception  he 
had  to  himfelf  of  a  lion  ^ing  in  humane  genttenefs^  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  affirm  :  I  fuppofe  he  had  the  idea  of  as  gently  as  a  ianihy  oXy 
as  what  our  vulgar  call  an  Eifex  lion,  a  calf.  If  any  other  lioii 
fly  with  his  face  turned  backward,  it  is  fighting  all  the  way  as  he 
retreats  :  and  in  this  manner  it  is  iBneas  profess  that  he  (hall  fly 
when  he's  hunted.  But  where  then  are  the  fymptoms  of  humatic  \ 
gentlenefs  f  My  correction  of  the  pointing  reitores  good  fenfc^ 
and  a  proper  behaviour  in  ifineas.  As  foon  as  ever  he  has  re-  . 
turned  Diomedes*  brave,  he  {tops  fliort,  and  correfts  hiitifelf  for 
exprefling  fo  much  fury  in  a  time  of  truce;  from  the  fierce  foU 
dicr  becomes  the  courtier  at  once  ;  arid,  remembering  his  ehcmy 
to  be  a  gued  and  an  ambalTador,  welcomes  him  as  fuch  to  the 
Trojan  camp.    Theobald, 

♦  By  Venu^  hand  I  Jkxiear^']  This  oath  was  ufed  to  in- 
(inuate  his  refentment  for  Diomedes'  woundbg  his  mother  in  the 
hand.     Warburton* 

I  believe  Shakefpeare  had  no  fuch  allufion  in  his  thoughts.  He 
would  hardly  have  made  iEneas  civil  and  uncivil  in  the  fame 
breath.     St  e  evens. 

*  His  purpofe  meets  you ;— — ]  I  bring  you  his  meaning  an' 
bis  orders,    Johmson. 

'  T(rJ 
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To  Calchas'  hoiife ;  and  there  to  render  him 
For  the  enfreed  Antenor,  the  fair  Creffid  : 
Let's  have  your  company^;  or,  if  you  pleafe, 
Hafte  there  before  us  :  I  conftantly  do  think, 
(Or,  rather,  call  my  thought  a  certain  knowledge)  • 
My  brother  T roiliis  lodges  there  to-night ; 
Roufe  him,  and  give  him  note  of  our  approach. 
With  th«  whole  quality  wherefore  ^  I  fear, 
Wefliall  be  much  unwelcome. 

Mfie.  That  I  affure  you ; 
Troilus  had  rather  Troy  wei'e  borne  to  Greece^ 
Than  CreflM  bornfe  from  Troy. 

Var.  There  is  no  help ; 
The  bitter  difpofition  of  the  time 
Will  have  it  fo.     On,  lord ;  we'H'foUow  you. 
Mne.  Good  morrow,  all.  \ExiU 

Par.  And  tell  me,  noble  Diomed ;  'faith,  tell  me 
true,^  -       . 

Even  in  the  foul  of  found  good-fellowlhip,— 
Who,  in  your  jJjipu^tSi  merits  fair  Helen  beft, 
Myfelf,  or  Menelaus  ? 

Div.  Both  alike: 
He  merih  well  t6  have  her,  that  doth  feek  her 
(Not  making  any  fcruple  of  her  foylure)  . 
With  fuch  a  hell  of  pain,  and  world  of  charge ; 
And  you  as  well  to  keep  her,  tha;  defend  her 
(Not  palating.th^'tatte of  her  dilhonoiar) 
With-fuch  a  collly  lofs  of  wealth  and  friends  : 
He,  like  a  puling  cuckold,  would  drink  up 
The  lees  and  dre^s  of  *  a  flat  tamed  piece ; 
Ybu,'like  ajecher,  out  of\vhorilh  loins 
Are  pieasM  to  breed  out  your  inheritors  : 
'Both  merits  pdis'd^  each  weighs  nor  lefs  nor  more ; 
Blit  he  as  he,  the  heavier  for  a  whore, 

« a  Jlai  tamed  plecM\  ]    j,,e.,  j^.  pi^cc  of  wine  out  of  which 

tbefpirit.is^AU, flown.    Warburton. 
^  Both  merits  poh*d^  each  weighs  no  lefs  nor  more ; 
^vt}j£  as  he^  which  heavier  for  a  'wborf,'\     I  read  ; 

H  3  But 
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Par.  You  are  too  bitter  lo  your  country-woman. 

Dio.  She's  bitter  to  her  country :  Hear  me,  Paris,-r-; 
For  every  falfe  drop  in  her  bawdy  veins 
A  Grecian's  life  hath  funk ;  for  every  fcruple 
Of  her  contaminated  carrion  weight, 
A  Trojan  hath  been  flain :  finceflie  could  fpeak^ 
She.  hath  not  given  fp  many  good  words  breath. 
As  for  her  Greeks  and  Trojans  fuffer'd  death. 

Par.  Fair  Diomed,  you  do  as  chapn^en  do, 
Difpraife  the  thing  that  you  defire  to  buy  : 
iBut  we  in  filen?e  hold  this  virtue  well,— 
•  We'll  not  commend  what  we  intend  to  fell. 
Hpre  lies  our  way.  [^Exeunf. 

SCENE     IL 

Pandarui  houfe. 

Enter  Troilus,  and  Cr^J^d^r*    ' 
Trok  Dear,  trouble  notyourfelf ;  the  morn  is  cold. 

But  he  as  he,  each  heavier  for  a  whore. 
fleavy  is.t^Y^xx  both  ior  weighty ^  ^d  iox  fadot  miferdbU.     Th<j 
quarto  reads : 

But  he  as  he,  the  heavier  for  a  whore. 
I  know  not  whether  the  thought  is  not  that  of  a  wager.    It  muA 
then  be  read  thus  : 

But  he  as  he.    Which  heavier  for  a  whore  ? 
That  is,  for  a  ivhore  flaked  down,  'which  is  the  heavier* 

JOHM»ON« 

As  the  quajto  reads,  . 

the  heavier  for  a  whore. 
I  think  all  neiy  pointing  or  alteration  uqneceflary.     The  fenfe  ap* 
pears  to  be  this :  the  merits  of  either  are  funk  !n  value,  becaufe 
the  conteft  between  them  is  only  for  a  flrumpet.    Steevens. 

:*  fFe\Hmi  commend  ivhat  zve  intend  to/elL]  I  believe  the  mean- 
ing is  only  this :  though  you  pradife  the  buyer's  art,  we  will  npt 
pra(aife  the  feller's/  We  intend  to  fell  Helen  dear,  yet  mil  not 
commend  her,     Johnsok. 

Dr.  Warburton  vyould  read,  not  fell.     Steevens. 

The  fcnfei  I  think,  requires  wc  fhould  read  condemn. 

'  Tyrwhitt, 

Cre, 


[TROILUS  AND   CRESSIDA.      103 

Cre.  Then,  fweet  my  lord,  V\\  call  my  uncle  down ; 
H^  fliall  unbolt  the  gates. 

Troi.  Trouble  him  not ; 
To  bed,  to  bed  :  '  Sleep  kill  thofe  pretty  eyes. 
And  give  as  foft  attachment  to  thy  fenfes. 
As  infants*  empty  of  all  thought ! 

Cre.  Good  morrow  then. 

Trot.  I  pr'ythee  now,  to  bed, 

Cre.  Are  you  aweary  of  me  ? 

Trot.  O  Creffida  !  but  that  the  bufy  day, 
Wak'd  by  the  lark,  has  rouz'd  the  ribald  crows. 
And  dreaming  night  will  hide  our  joys  no  longer, 
I  would  not  from  thee, 

Cre.  Night  hath  been  too  brief. 
-  Trot.  Befhrew  the  witch !  with  venomous  wights 

flie  ftays, 
'  As  tedioully  as  hell ;  but  flies  the  grafps  of  loVe, 
With  wings  more  momentary-fwift  than  thought. 
You  will  catch  cold,  and  curfe  me. 

Cre.  Pr^ythee,  tarry  ; — you  men  will  never  tarry. 

0  foolilh  Qeffida  !— I  might  have  ftill'hcld  off, 
And  then  you  would  have  tarry'd.     Hark  !  there's 

'     one  up. 
Pan.  [within^  What's  all  the  doors  open  here  ? 
Trot.  It  is  your  uncle. 

Enter  Tandar us*.  > 

«  '  ' 

Cre.  A  peftilence  on  him !  now  will  he  be  mocking : 

1  Ihall  have  fuch  a  life, — — 

Pan^ 

*SUep  kill ]     So  the  old  copies.    The  modems  have  : 

•Sleep  /eal  Johnson, 


*  ^s  tcdioujly ]     The  folio  has  : 

As  hideoufly  as  hell.     Johnson, 
.  *  Enter  Pandarus.]     The  hint  for  the  following  fhort  converfa*" 
tion  between  Panc^rus  and  Creffida  is  taken  from  Chayicer's  Trot- 
fus  and  Crejfeidey  book  3,7,1561. 

H4  "Pan- 
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Pan.  How  now,  how  now  ?  how  go  njaiden.^ 
heads  ? — Here,  you  iQaid !  where's  ipy  coufin  Cref- 
fid?  -       . 

Cre.  Go  hangyourfelf,  you  naughty  mockingunclc ! 
You  bring  me  to  do  %  and  then  you  flout  me  too. 

Pan.  To  do  what  ?  to  do  what  ? — let  her  fay  what  \ 
What  have  I  brought  you  to  do  ? 

Cre^  Come,   come;   beihrew  your  heart!   you^ll 
ne*er  be  good, 
'  Nor  fufFer  others. 

Pan.  Ha,  ha!  Alas,  poor  wretch  !  *a  poor  capped 
chia!-^haft  pot  flept  to-night?  would  he  not,  a 
paughty  man,  let  it  fleep  ?  a  bugbear  take  him  ! 

[One  knocks. 
Cre,  Did  not  I  tell  you  w^r— -would,  he  were  kaoick'd 

»         *  •      •         • ' 

o'  the  head  ! — 
Who's  that  at  door  ?  ^  gpod  uncle,  gp  and  fcc»--» 

^*  Pandarc,  a  morowe  which  that  coramia  wm 

**  Unto  his.nec5  gan  her  faire  to  gret^e, 
**  And  faied  all  this  night  To  rained  it  alas  \ 
**'That  all  mydredeis,  that  ye,  ncc^  fvvete, 
f  *  Hav«  little  leifit  ha^  Jo  flppe  and  mete,. 

**  All  night  (quod  he),  hath  rain  fo  do.me  wakej 
**  That  fome  of  .us  I  trowe  ther  heddis  ake. 

V  Crefleideanfwerde,  n^vir  the  bet  for  you, 
**  Foxe  that  ye  ben,  God  y^e  your  heftS^care 
♦*  Qod  h^lpe  me  fo^  ye  caufid  all  this  fare,  &c.'* 

'  — //^do,— ]     To  do  18  here  ufed  in  a  wanton  fcnfe*     So^ 
!n  th?  Taming  qf  (^  Shrev^y  Petri^chio  fays/  **I  would  fain  be 
^dlng.^^    Ak^^^9  ^^  ^^^^  'voeU^  &C..  Lafeu  declares  that  h^  is  paftr 
^oingj     Collins*  .  .  - 

♦  i-i— -tf  poor  chipochial  ■  J  This  word,  J  ^^m  afraid,  haa 
fuffered  under  the  ignorance  of  the  editors ;  for  it  is  a  word  in  no 
living  lapguag^e  that  {  catv  fiqd«  P^ndarus  fays  it  to  his  niece,  in  a 
Jceripgfprtof  tendprixefs,.  He  would  fay,  I  think,  in  fingUfh-r-* 
Poor  innocent !  Poor  fool !  hafi  notjlept  to-night  f  Thefe  appel- 
Rations  are  very  well  anfwercd  by  the  Italian  word  capocchio;  fby 
capocchiQ  iigni^s  the  thick  head  of  a  club ;  and  thence  metapho* 
pf ally ^, a h^ of 4lQtJX^|dl  11*4111^  a  for,  ^ul(ard,  heavy  gull. 
'         >  "  Theobald. 

My 
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My  lord,  come  you  again  into  my  chamber : 

Vou  fmik,  and  mock  me^  as  if  I  meant  naughtily. 

TroL  Ha,  ha! 

Cre.  Come,  you  are  deceiy -d,  I  think  of  no  fuch 

thing.-^ 

How  earneftly  they  knock !— — .pray  you^  come  in ; 

[Knock. 
I  would  not  for  half  Troy  have  yoii  feen  \iQrt.[Exeunt^ 

Tan*  Who's  there?  what's  the  matter ?  will  you 
beat  down  the  dpor  f  How  pow-  ?  what's  the  matter  ? 

Enter  Mneas. 

JEne.  Good  morrow,  lord,  gbod 'mdrrow,- 

Pan.  Who's  there  ?  my  lord  JEneas  ?  By  my  troth, 
I  knew  you  not :  What  news  with  you  fo  early*? 

Mnc.  Is  i^ot  prince  Troilus  here  ? 

Pan.  Here  !  what  Ihould  he  do  here  ? 

JEne.  Come,  he  is  here,  my  lord,  do  not  deny- him  } 
It  doth  import  him  much,  to  fpeak  with  me, 

Pan.  Is  he  here,  fay  you  ?  'tis  more  than  J  know, 
III  be  fworn  : — For  my  own  part,  I  came  in'isltc :— ^ 
What  Ihould  he  do  here  ? 

^ncf  Who ! — ^nay,  then  v 


"^■T" 


Come,  come,  youUl  do  him  wrong  ere  you  are /ware  : 

You'll  be  fo  true  to  hin),  to  be  falfe  to  him : 

Po  not  you  know  of  him,  but  yet  fetch  himi  hither  ; 

Go. 

As  Pandarus  is  g^lng  oui^  enter  Trolbfs^ 

Troi^  How  now  ?  what's  the  matter  ? 

jEne*  My  lord,  I  fcarce  have  leifure  to  falute  yoUj, 
My  ^  matter  is  fo  raih  :  There  is  at  han4 
Pearls  your  brother,  and  Deiphobus, 

■ 

'  mm^matter  is  fo  raflii— «*-^J    My  bufin^fs  is  {o  httfy  and  fo 

^p,  ia  K.  Henry  IV.  p.  II, 

'ocetfituivff  or  xdh  gMefwdeTm    Steeteks* 
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The  Grecian  Diomed,  and  our  Antenor 
*  Delivered  to  us ;  and  for  him  forthwith. 
Ere  the  firft  facrifice,  within  this  hour, 
Wp  niuft  give  tip  to  Diomedes'  kand 
The  lady  Creflida. 
.    Tro.  Is  it  concluded  fo  ? 

Mne.  By  Priam,  and  the  general  ftate  of  Troy : 
^They  are  at  hand,  and  ready  to  effed  it, 

Trou  How  my  atchievements  mock  me ! — , 
I  will  go  meet  them  :  and,  my  lojtd  jEnea;5, 
We  met  by  chance ;  you  did  not  find  me  here. 

^ne.  Good,  good,   my    lord ;    ^  the   fecrets    of 
neighbour  Pandar 
Have  not  mor^  gift  in  taciturnity. 

[^Exeunt  Troilus,  and^neas. 

Pan.  Is't  poffible  ?  no  fooner  got,  but  loft  ?  The 
devil  taTce  Antenor  !  the  young  prince  .will  go  mad. 
A  plague  upon  Antenor !  I  would,  they  had  brokers 

.  Enter  Creffida. 

Cre,  How  now  ?. What  is  the  fijatter  ?  Wyho  was 
Eere  ?  " 

*  Delivered  to  us ;  Sc]"5o  the  folio.     The  quarto  thus  ; 
Delivered  to  him y' and  forthvj if h.     Johnson. 

^  the  feprets  of  nature,  '.       • 

.  fJaVji  not  mor£  gift  in  tatfiturnity.^  This  is  the  reading  of 
both  the  elder  folios -but  the 'firflverfe  manifeflly  hahs,  and  be- 
trays its  being  defedive.     Mr.  Pope  fubftitutes  :  '    '" 

•-yrti'm^iheifeersti  of -vi&i^hov^  Pandar, 
If  this  be  a  reading  ex  fide  codicum  (as  he  profefTes  all  his  various 
readings  to  be)  itls  fotrndcdoh  the.credit  of  fucfh  copies,  as  it  has 
not  beeQ  my  fo^tyue  to  meet  with,     I  have  ventured  to  make  out 
the  terfe  thus  :    '  ' 

?"^^fecfet'ftth?ngs'<?/«^/r^r^,  &c.       * 
!•  e.  the  arcana  natura^  tiie  -myftcries  of  nature,  of  occult  philos 
fophy,  or  of  religious  ceremonies.    Our  poet  has  allufions  of  this 
.  fort  m  fevetal  other  pailages.  '[  Theobai:!),    ^ 

Mr.  Pope's  reading  is  in  the  olcl  quarto.  So  great  is  ^he  ncceffitr 
pf  collation,    Johnson,  J      *  .    :  ■      / 
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Pan.  Ah,  ah ! 

Cre.  Why  figh  you  fo    profoundly  ?  where's  my 
lord?  gone? 
Tell  me,  fweet  uncle,  what's  the  niatter  ? 

Pan.  'Would  I  were  as  deep  under  the  earth,  as  I 
am  above ! 

Cre.  O  the  gods  ! — what's  the  matter  ? 

Pan.  Pr'ythee,  get  thee  in;  Would  thou  had'fl  ne'er 
been  born  !  I  knew,  thou  wouldft  be  his  death  ir^ 

0  poor  gentleman  ! — A  plague  upon  Antenor  ! 
Cre.  Good  uncle,  I  befeech  you  on  my  knees, 

1  befeech  you,  what's  the  matter  ? 

Pan.  Thou  muft  be  gone,  wench,  thou  muft  be 
gone ;  thou  art  chang'd  for  Antenor  :  thou  muft  to 
thy  father,  and  be  gone  from  Troilus  ;  'twill  be  his 
death ;  'twill  be  his  bane  ;  he  cannot  bear  it. 

Cre.  O  you  immortal  gods !  —  1  will  not  go. 

Pan.  Thou  rnuft. 

Cre.  I  will  not,  uncle  :  I  have  forgot  my  father  ; 
I  know  no  touch  of  confanguinity ;  .  -  - 

No  kin,  no  love,  no  blood,  no  foul  fo  near  me. 
As  the  fweet  Troilus. — O  you  gods  divine  ! 
Make  Creflid's  name  the  very  crown  of  falihood. 
If  ever  Ihe  leave  Troilus  !  Time,  force,  ajid  death. 
Do  to  this  body  what  extremes  you  can ; 
But  the  ftrong  bafe  and  building  of  my  love 
Is  as  the  very  center  of  the  earth. 
Drawing  all  tjiings  to  it. — I'll  go  in,  and  weep^^  »  '  !■' 

Pan.  Do,  do. 

Cre.  Tear  my  bright  hair,  and  fcratch  my  pralfed  " 
cheeks ; 
Crack  my  clear  voice  with  fobs,  and  break  my  heart , 
With  founding  TroiluSi     I  will  npt  go  from  Troy, 


SCENE 
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S    C    E    N    E        III. 

Enter  Parisy  Troilus,  jEneas,  Diomedes,  &c, 

i  I 

-  .  -       -f 

Par.'  It  it  great  morning  ;  and  the  hour  prefixed 
Of  her  delivery  to  this  valiant  Greek 
Comes  faft  upon  : — Good  my  brother  Troilus^ 
Tell  you  the  lady  what  Ihe  is  to  do. 
And  hafte  herto  the  purpofe. 

TroL  Walk  in  to  her  houfe ; 
I'll  bring  her  to  the  Grecian  prefently  : 
And  to  his  htind  when  I  deliver  her,^. 
Think  it  anal-tar ;  ,and  thy  brothej?Troiln$' 
A  prieft,  there  offering.to  it  his  ownheiart.  [J£r//  2r^/. 

Par^  I  know  what  'tis  to  love  ; 
And  'would^  as  I  fliaU  pity;  I  could  help  i-^ 
Pleafe  you,  walk  in,  my  lords;  [Exeuni^ 

S^C  E  N  E'    IV. 

/fk  apartment  in  'PdHdaras^  hotcfe. 
Enter  Pandaru'Sy  md^Creffi^* 

Pan»  Be  moderate,  be  moderate, 
Cre.  Why  tell  you  nie  of  moderation  ? 
?  The  griefris  fine,  full,  pcrfed^  that  I  tafte. 

And 

f  -  • 

•         'great  morning ;— ]     Granijour ;  a'  Gafticifm, 
*   '  '  •     ?  •         SteeVenj, 

•*. Sr^^^f/'&c.]    The  folio  reads : 

The  grief  is  fine^  full  per feB^  that  /  tafle^ 
And  no  lefs  in  afenfe  as  frong 
As  that  which  caufeth  it*  > 

The  quarto  otherwife : 

-  ^H^KJif^^f^^y  /«^A  perfeB^  that  I  tajle^ 
•    u^«r/^violentcth  in  afenfe  as  jlrong 

^s  fhptt  ^vhicb  caufeth  itf  ■  ■ 

Ftoknteti 
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And  violenteth  in  a  fenfc  as  ftrong 

As  that  which  caufeth  it :  How  can  I  moderate  It  ? 

If  I  could  temporize  with  my  affe(flion^ 

Or  brew  it  to  a  weak  and  colder  palate. 

The  like  allayment  could  I  give  my  grief: 

My  love  admits  no  qualifying  drofs ; 

No  more  my  grief^  in  fuch  a  precious  lofs* 

Enter  Troilus. 

Pan.  Here,  here,  here  he  comes. — Ah  fweet  ducks ! 
Cre.  O  Troilus  !'^  troilus  ! 

Pan.  What  a  pair  of  fpedtacles  is  heref  Let  mc 
embrace  too :  O  hart,— as  the  goodly  faying  is,— 

0  heart  J  0  heavy  hearty 
JVhyftgVfi  thou  without  breaking  ?. 
where  he  anfwers  again, 

Becaufe  thou  canfi  not  eafe  thy  fmart. 
By  firiendfloip^  nor  by  /peaking. 
There  never  was  a  truer  rhyme.     Let  us  cad  away 
nothing,  for  we  may  live  to  have  need  of  fuch  a  verfe  ; 
we  fee  it,  we  fee  it. — How  now,  lambs  ? 

Trot.  Creffid,  I  love  thee  in  fo  '  ftrain'd  a  purity. 
That  the  bleft  gods — as  angry  with  my  fancy. 
More  bright  in  zeal  than  the  devotion  which 
Cold  lips  blow  to  their  deities — take  thee  from  me. 

Flolenteth  is  a  urord  with  which  I  am  not  acqtiaintedy  yet  perhaps 
it  may  be  right.    The  reading  of  the  text  is  without  authority. 

JOHNSOK* 

I  have  followed  the  quarto.    Floknctth  is  ufed  by  Ben  Jonfbn 
In  The  Devil  is  an  Afs : 

**  Nor  nature  violencetk  in  both  thefe." 
-and  Mr.  Toilet  has  fince  funiifhed  me  with  this  verb  as  fpelt  in  the 
play  of  Shakefpeare":  ^*  His  former  adverfaries  n;iolerUed  v^y  thiQg 
ftgainfthim.**    Fulkr^  Worthies ^  in  ^nglefea. 
The  modern  reading  was  : 

And  in  its  fenfe  is  no  Ufs  firong^  than  that 
Which  caufeth  it.  ■■  OTEEVENS. 

^^-^Jlrain^d — ]    So  the  quarto.    The  folio  ttd  all  the  mo«^ 
dcms  have  Jlrange.    Johnson. 

Crt. 
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Cre.  Have  the  gods  envy  ? 

Pan.  Ay,  ay,  ay,  ay ;  'tis  too  plain  a  cafe. 

Cre.  And  is  it  true,  that  I  muft  go  from  Troy  ? 

fTroL  A  hateful  truth. 

Cre.  What,  and  from  Troilus  too  ? 

Ti'oL  From  Troy,  and  Troilus.. 

Cre.  Is  it  poffible  ? 

Trot.  And  fuddenly ;  wherfe  injury  of  chance? 
iPuts  back  leave-taking,  juftles  roughly  by  " 
All  time  of  paufe,  rudely  beguiles  our  lips 
Of  all  rejoindure,  forcibly  prevents 
Our  locked  embrafures,  ftrangles  our  dear  vow5 
Even  in  the  birth  of  our  own  labouring  breath  : 
We  two,  that  with  fo  many  thoufand  fighs 
Did  buy  each  other,* muft  poorly  fell  ourfelves 
With  the  rude  brevity  and  difcharge  of  one. 
Injurious  time  now,  with  a  robber's  hafte, 
Crams  his  rich  thievery  up,  he  knows  not  how : 
As  many  farewels  as  be  ftars  in  heaven. 
With  diftind  breath  and  confign'd  kifles  to  them. 
He  fumbles  up  into  a  loofe  adieu  ; 
And  fcants  us  with  a  fingle  famifh*d  kifs, 
Diftafted  with  the  fait  of  broken  tears. 

JEneas  [within.']  My  lord  I  is  the  lady  ready  ? 

Troi.  Hark !  yoii  are  call'd :  Some  fay,  the  Genius  la 
Cries,  Come  !  .to  him  that  inftantly  muft  die. — 
Bid  them  have  patience ;  Ihe  Ihall  come  anon.r 

Pan.  Where  are  my  tears  ?  rain,  to  lay  this  windy 
Or  my  heart  will  be  blown  up  by  the  root.  [Exit  Pan. 

Cre.  I  muft  then  to  the  Grecians  ? 

T'roi.  No  remedy. 

Cre.  A  woeful  Creffid*mongft  the  merry  Greeks*  F— 
When  fhall  we  fee  again  ? 

'^A  woeful  CreJpJ  ^mongfi  the  merry  Greeks  !]  So,  iir  A  mad 
World  my  Mafters^  1 640,  a  man  gives  the  watchmen  fome  money^ 
jind  when  they  have  received  it  he  fays  ;  •'  the  merry  Greeks  ua-- 
Uerftandmc."    Steevens. 
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TroL  Hear  me,  my  love  :  Be  thou  but  true  of 
heart,— 

Cu.  I  true !  how  now  ?  what  wicked  deem  is  this  ? 

Trot.  Nay,  we  muft  ufe  expoftulation  kindly. 
For  it  is  parting  from  us : — -— 
1  fpeak  not,  be  thou  true,  as  fearing  thee ; 
^  For  1  will  throw  my  glove  to  death  himfelf. 
That  there's  no  maculation  in  thy  heart : 
But,  be  thou  true,  fay  I,  to  fafhion  in 
My  fequent  proteftation ;  be  thou  true. 
And  I  will  fee  thee. 

Cre.  O,  you  Ihall  be  expos*d,  my  lord,  to  dangers 
As  infinite  as  imminent !  but,  Fll  be  true. 

TroL  And  Til  grow  friend  with  danger.     Wear 
this  lleeve. 

Cre.  And  you  this  glove.     When  Ihall  I  fee  you  ? 

TroL  I  will  corrupt  the  Grecian  centinels. 
To  give  thee  nightly  vifitation. 
But  yet,  be  true. 

Cre.  O  heavens  ! — be  true,  again  ? 

TroL  Hear  why  I  fpeak  it,  love  :    The  Greciaij 
.  youths 
Are  well  composed,  with  gifts  of  nature  flowing. 
And  fwelling  o'er  with  arts  and  exercife; 
How  novelties  may  move,  and  parts  *  with  perfon, ' 
Alas,  a  kind  of  godly  jealoufy 
(Which,  I  befeech  you,  call  a  virtuous  fin) 
Makes  me  afeard. 

Cre.  O  heavens  !  you  love  me  not# 

TroL  Die  I  a  villain  then  ! 
In  this  I  do  not  call  your  faith  in  queftion. 
So  mainly  as  my  merit :  I  cannot  fing, 

'  For  I  will  throw  my  glove  to  death   ■■  ■   ]     That  is,  I  wiU 
challenge  death  himfelf  in  defence  of  thy  fidelity.     Johnsok. 
♦  ■ With  perfon^'\    Thus  the  folio.    Tl^c  quarto  readJi, 

^ithportion.     Steeveks. 

Nor 
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Nor  heel  the  high  kvolt  %  •  nor  fweeten  talk, 
Kor  play  at  fubtle  games ;  fair  virtues  all. 
To  which  the  Grecians  ape  moft  prompt  and  preg- 
nant : 
But  I  can  tell,  that  in  each  grace  of  thefe 
There  lurks  a  ftill  and  dumb-difcourfivc  devil. 
That  tempts  moft  cunningly  :  but  be  not  tempted* 

Cre.  Do  you  think,  I  will  ? 

Trot.  No. 
But  fomething  may  be  done,  that  wc  will  not : 
And  fometimes  we  are  devils  to  ourfelvcs. 
When  we  will  tempt  the  frailty  of  our  powers, 
Prefuming  on  their  changeful  potency. 

JEneas  [within,']  Nay,  good  my  lord, 

Troi.  Come,  kifs ;  and  let  us  part. 

I^aris  [within.']  Brother  Troilus ! 

Troi.  Good  brother,  come  you  hither; 
And  bring  iEneas,  arid  the  Grecian,  with  you* 

Cre.  My  lord,  will  you  be  true  ? 

Troi.  Who  I  ?  alas,  it  is  my  vice,  my  fault : 
While  others  fiflx  with  craft  for  great  opinion^ 
I  with  great  truth  *  catch  mere  fimplicity  ; 
Whilft  fome  with  cunning  gild  their  copper  crowI59^, 
With  truth  and  plainnefs  J  do  wear  mine  bare. 
Fear  not  my  truth ;  ^  the  moral  of  my  wit 
Is — plain,  and  true, — there^s  all  the  reach  of  it. 

Eaf€r 

♦ the  high  lavolt,]     The  lairolta  was  a  dance*    It  is  eKe- 

where  mentioned,  whereiereral  examples  are  given.    Stbb  vfc ks# 

•  ■■  catch  mere  Jimtltciiy ;}  The  meaning,  I  think,  is,  'ojhtle 
§tbersy  by  their  lift,  gam  high  efiimationi  I,  by  honefly^  obtaifi 


a  plain  iimple  approbation.    Johm son* 
^         "the  moral  of  my  tvit 


L — flaifiy  and  true^ }     That  is,  ^z  eoverningfrinelfle  of 

my*itnderjidnding  I  but  I  milier  think  we  fhottla  read : 

■ "    ■ '  the  motto  efmy  vut 

h^  piain  and  trMs^^-^    Johnson. 
'   Surely  moral  in  this  inftance  has  the  fiune  meaning  as  in  Muc6 
'^^about  Nothings  adtlll.  fc«  iv* 

•*  Bene* 
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E^fer  JEhias^  Paris^  ahd  hlbkedl 

>^eicdme,  fir  Diomcd  !  Here  is  the  lady; 
Whom  for  Antenor  we  deliv.er  you : 
At  the  port  *,  lord,  FU  give  hei*  to  thy  hand  J 
^ndj  by  the  way,  *  poffefs  thfee  what  Ihe  is. 
Entreat  her  fait ;  ahd,  by  my  foul,  fair  Greek^ 
If  e'er  thou  ftand  at  mercy  of  my  (word. 
Name  CrefSd,  atid  thy  life  Ihall  be  a^  faf^ 
As  Priam  is  in  Ilidn: 

jDw.  Fair  lady  CrelSd;    _      .^    ,   ^,. 
So  pleafe  you,  fave  the  thadks  this  prince  exped:s  i 
The  luftre  in  your  eye*,  heaven  in  your  cheek; 
Pleads  your  fair  iifage ;  and  to  Diomed 
You  flisill  be  miftrefs,  afad  commahd  hint  wholly; 

Trot.  Grecian,  thou  dbft  ndt  ufe  me  bourteouflyji 
*  To  ihame  the  zeal  of  my  petition  to  thee; 
Jn  praifing  her  :  I  tell  thee,  lord  of  Greecci 
She  is  as  far  high-foaring  o'er  thy  praifes. 
As  thou  unworthy  to  bfe  call'd  her  fcrVant; 

^^  Bdiifdi^his  !  why  Benedictys  >  you  have  fotiie  tHoralln  tlii$ 
Bcncdi£lu8.*'  ' 

Again,  in  the  Tamixg  of  a  Shrew ^  %Qt  IVi  fc  iv. 

^^  he  has  left  me  here  behind  to  expound  the  meaning  or 

nurd  of  his  iigns  and  tokens."    Toll b  t . 

■  At  the  port, ]     The  port  is  the  ^ate*     Stee  ven«. 

* -2;— -jpoffefs  thee  ivhat  \lbe  if.]     I  will  make  thee  fully  ukdof'*^ 
fiond*    This  fenfe  of  the  v^ord  fojjefs  is  frequent  in  our  author. 

Johnson^ 

3  Tojbame  the  feat  of  my  petition  towards  thee^ 
By  praifing  her*^        «>J     To  Jhdme  the  feal  of  a  petiticHi  ia 
nonlenle.    ohakefpeare  wrote : 

Tofhame  the  zeal 
and  the  fenfe  is  this:  Grecian,  you  ufe  me  difcourteoufly  j  you  fee 
lam  a  pajponate  lover  by  ihy  petition  to  you ;  and  therefore  you 
ihould  not  ihame  the  Tual  of  it,  by  promiung  to  do  what  I  require 
of  you,  for  the  fake  of  her  heauty :  when,  if  you  had  good  man- 
ners, or  a  fenfe  of  a  loverh  delicacy,  you  would  have  promifed 
to  do  it  in  companion  to  his  pangs  ^xAjuffmngs^  Warsurton* 

Vol.  IX.  I  I  charge 
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I  charge  thee,  ufe  her  well,  even  for  my  charge  ; 
For,  by  the  dreadful  Pluto,  if  thou  doft  not. 
Though  the  great  bulk  Achilles  be  thy  guSird^ 
I'll  cut  thy  throat. 

Dio*  O,  be  not  mov^ci,  prince  Troilus  : 
Let  me  be  privileged  by  my  place,  and  meffagc. 
To  be  a  fpeaker  free ;  when  I  am  hence, 
rU  anfwer  to  *  my  luft  :  And  know  you^  lord, 
ril  nothing  do  on  charge :  to  her  own  worth 
She  Ihall  be  prized ;  but  tljat  you  fay — be*t  fo, 
I  fpeak  it  in  my  fpirit  and  honour, — no* 

Trot.  Come,  to  the  port. — rU  tell  thee,  Diomed,, 
This  brave  Ihall  oft  make  thee  to  hide  thy  head.— 
Lady,  give  me  your  hand ;  and,  as  we  walk^ 
To  our  own  felves  bend  we  our  needful  talk. 

[Exeunt  Troilus  and  Crejfid.    Sound  trumpet. 

Par.  Hark!  Hector's  trumpet. 

jEne.  How  have  we  fpent  this  morning  ? 
The  prince  muft  think  me  tardy  and  remifs. 
That  fwore  to  ride  before  him  to  the  field. 

Par.  'Tis  Troilus*  fault :  Come,  come,  to  field 
with  him. 

5  JDio.  Let  us  make  ready  fliraight. 

^ne.  Yea,  with  a  bridegroom's  frefli  alacrity;,. 
Let  us  addrefs  to  tend  on  Heftor's  heels  : 
The  glory  of  our  Troy  doth  this  day  lie 
On  his  fair  worth,  and  fingle  chivalry.  [Exeunt^ 

4 jffy  lift  :_-]    This  T  think  is  right,,  though  both  the  old 

copies  read  lufi.    Johnson. 

What  is  the  difierence,  in  our  old  writers,  between  Itifi  and  Itfi  f 

Steevens. 

'  Dh.l  Thefe  five  linjes  arc  not  iiv  the  quartet,  being  pro* 
bably  added  at  the  revifion*    Johnson. 
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SCENE        V. 

The  Grecian  Camp.- 

hter  ^ax  Arm^ d^  Agamemnon,  Jchilks,  Patroclus,  Me^ 

nelausy  UljiffeSy  Neftory  6fc. 

Jga.  Here  art  thou  in  appointment  frefti  and  fairj 
Anticipating  time  with  ftarting  courage.  ^ 

Give  with  thy  truhipet  a  loud  note  to  Troy, 
Thou  dreadful  Ajax ;  that  the  appalled  air 
May  pierce  the  head  of  the  great  combatant. 
And  hale  him  hither. 

Ajax.  Thou,  trumpet,  there's  my  purfe. 
Now  crack  thy  lungs,  and  fplit  thy  brazen  pipe: 
Blow,  villain,  'till  thy  fphered  ^  bias  cheek 
Out-fwell  the  cholic  of  puflfd  Aquilbn  ; 
Come,  ftretch  thy  cheft,  and  let  thy  eyes  fpout  blood  j 
Thou  blow'ft  for  Hedror. 

Ulyjf.  No  trumpet  anfwers. 

JchiL  'Tis  but  early  days.  . 

A^a.  Is  not  yon  Diomed,  with  Calchas*  daughter  > 

Ut/lf.  'Tis  he,  I  ken  the  manner. of  his  gait; 
He  rifes  on  his  toe ;  that  fpirit  of  his  . 
In  afpiration  lifts  him  from  the  earth. 

Enter  Diomed^  with  Crefjida. 

Aga.  Is  thiis  the  lady  Creffida  ? 
Dio.  Evenlhe. 

Ago.  Moft  dearly  welcome  to  the  Greeks,  fweet 
lady. 

•  --^hias  clfeeili    Swelling  out  like  the  bias  of  a  bowl- 
.    .  Johnson* 

Soj  in  Fittoria  Coromhonaj  or  the  Whiti  Divily  l6ia  ; 
.  **    ■    >  .  J  .  ^F^ith  bis  cheek 
**  Has  a  moft  excellent  bias'^'^''^   Steevens. 
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Nejl.  Our  general  doth  faltitc  you  with  a  kifs*' 

IJlyJf*  Yet  IS  the  kindnefs  but  particular ; 
*Twere  better,  Ihc  were  kifs*d  in  general. 

Neft.  And  very  courtly  counfel :  V\\  begin* 
So  much  for  Neftor. 

Achik  V\l  take  that  winter  from  your  lips,  faiE  lady  i 
Achilles  bids  you  welcome^ 
.  Men.  I  had  good  argument  for  kiffing  once. 

Tatr.  But  that's  na  argument  for  kiffing  now  t 
For  tlfus  poppM  Paris  in  his  hardiment ; 
And  parted  thus^  yoU"  and  your  argument. 

Ulyjf.  O  dead4y  gall,  and  theme  of  all  our  fcorns  \ 
For  which  we  lofe  our  heads,  te  gild  his  horns. 

Patr.  The  firft  was  Menelaus*  kifs  j— this,  mine  ;> 
Patroclus  kiSes  you. 

Mem  O,  this  is  trim  \  ~ 

Tatr.  Paris,  and  I,  kife  evermore  for  him. 

h^tt.  rU  hav^  my  kifs,  fir : Lady^^  by  youc 

leave.. 

Cre.  In  kiffing,  do  you  render,  or  receive  ^ 

Patr.  ^  Both  take  and- give. 

Cre.  'rUroake  my  match  to  live. 
The  kifs  you  take  is  better  than  you  givei 
Therefore  no  kifs» 

Men.  ril  give  you  boot,  PU  give  you threefor onei 

Cre.  You're  an  odd  man ;  give  even,  or  give  none.. 

Men.  An  odd  man,  lady  ?  every  man  is  odd. 

Cre.  No,  Paris  is  not ;  for,,  you  know,  'tis  true^ 
That  you  are  odd,  and  he  is  even  with  you* 

J^kn.  You  fillip  me  o'  the  head. 

Cre.  No,  I'll  be  fworn. 

^  Both  take  and  glve^  This  ipeecb  fliould  rather  be  given  ta 
M?nelau8«    TvawHiTT. 

^  rilmdke  mj  match  to  iive.^  I  will  make  fucb  bargains  as  I  may 
live  hY^fuchas  may  hring  mefrofit^  therefore  will  oot  take  a  worw 
kifs  thaa  I  give.    Johnson. 

1  believe  this  oply  mcsios— /V?  Afy  f/y  /j^,   Tyewhitt. 
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r.  It  were  no  match,  your  nail  againft  his  horn.— 
May  I,  fweet  lady,  l^eg  a  kifs  of  you  } 

Cre.  You  may. 

IJlg.  I  do  defire  it. 

Cre.  9  Why,  beg  then. 

iJljlff.  Why  then,  for  Venus*  fake,  |ive  me  a  tifs. 
When  Helen  is  a  maid  again,  and  his. 

Cre.  I  am  your  debtor,  claim  it  when  'tis  due, 

V^.  '  Never's  my  day,  and  then  a  kifs  of  you. 

Dio.  Lady,  a  word ; — I'll  bring  you  to  your  father* 

iDiomed  leads  out  Cn^da. 

Neft.  A  woman  of  quick  fenfc. 

Ulvjf.  Fie,  fie  upon  her ! 
There's  language  in  hex  eye,  her  cheek,  her  lip. 
Nay,  her  foot  fpeaks ;  her  wanton  fpirits  look  out 
At  eveiy  joint  and  *  motive  of  her  body^ 
X),  thefe  encounterers,  fo  glib  of  tongue. 
That  give  '  a  coafting  welcome  ere  it  comes. 
And  wide  unclafp  the  tables  of  their  thoughts 
To  every  ticklifh  reader !  fet  thenci  dowpi 
For  ^  fluttifli  fpoils  of  opportunity. 


^  Why^  leg  ihen.'^    For  the  fake  of  tfalme  we  fhould  Tead< 
WJj^  beg  two. 
If  you  think  kifles  worth  begging,  beg  more  than  ope.    Johnson. 

*  Never* s  my  day^  and  then  a  kifs  o/you,']  I  once  gave  both  thefe 
lines  to  Creffida.  She  bids  Ulyfles  beg  a  kifs ;  he  afts  that  he  may 
hare  it : 

When  Helen  is  a  maid  again-     >*  ■  »■ 
Sbe  tells  him  that  then  he  (hall  have  itc 

When  Hden  is  a  maid  again'  ■ 

Cre^  /  am  your  debtor  ^  claim  it  when  *tis  due  ; 
Never* s  my  dc^^  and  then  a  kifs  fair  you. 
But  I  rather  thiak  that  Ulyifes  means  to  flight  her,  and  that  the 
prefent  reading  is  right.    Jo  h  n so w. 
* motive  of  her  boify.'\     Motive  iot  fart  that  contributes  to 

4f^Oiion,      JOHNSOK. 

*  — — '<!  coaling ]     An  amorous  addrefs ;  courtfliip. 

JoHNSOK. 

*  "-^Jluttijb  ffoils  of  opportunity^']  Corrupt  wenches,  of  whole 
fjutdity  eyery  opportunity  may  make  a  prey.    Johnson. 

J  3  And 
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And  daughters  of  the  game^  [Trumpet  withiftn 

AIL  The  Trojans'  trumpet ! 
Aga.  Yonder  comes  the  troop. 

Enter  HeStor^  yEneas,  Troilus,  (sfc.  with  attendants^ 

ASne.H^W,  all  the  ftateof  Greece  !  What  Ihall  he 
done  to  him 
That  vidtory  commands  ?  Or  do  you  purpofe, 
A  viftor  fliall  be  known  ?  will  you,  the  knightfl( 
Shall  to  the  edge  of  all  extremity 
Purfue  each  other ;  or  Ihall  they  be  divided 
By  any  voice  or  order  of  the  field  ? 
Hedtor  bade  afk. 

Aga.  Which  way  would  Heftor  have  it  ? 

JSne.  He  cares  not^  he'll  obey  conditions. 

Aga.  ^^  'Tis  done  like  Hedor ;  but  fecurely  done, 

A  little 

5  ^TisdoTte  like  HeSlor ;  hut  fecurely  iont^  In  the  fenfc  of  the 
Latin,  fecurus'^-^fecurus  admodum  de  Mloy  animi  ficuri  homo*  A 
negligent  fecurity  arifing  from  a  contempt  of  the  oWe£toppcfed» 

'  "Warburton. 

Dr.  Warburton  truly  obferves,  that  the  word y^care^'  is  here 
ufed  in  the  Latin  fenfe :  and  JVfc.  Warner,  in  his  ingenious  letter 
to  Mr.  Garrick,  thinks  this  fenfe  peculiar  to  Shakefpeare,  **  for, 
lays  he,  I  have  not  been  fiWcio  trace  it  elfewherc."  This  gentle- 
man has  treated  me  with  fo  much  civility,  that  I  am  bound  in  ho« 
Hour  to  remove  his  difficulty. 

It  is  to  be  found  in  the  laft  a6t  of  the  Spanifh  Tragedy  : 
*'  O  damned  devil !  Yiowfecure  he  is." 

In  my  lord  Bacon's  EJfis^  on  Tumults^  '•  neither  let  any  prince 
or  ftate  htfecure  concerning  difcontents.'*  And  befides  thefe,  in 
Drayton,  Fletcher,  and  the  vulgar  tranflation  of  the  Bibte. 

Mr.  Warner  had  as  little  fuccefs  in  his  refearches  for  the  word 
religion  in  its  Latin  acceptation.  I  meet  with  it  however  in  H6by*8 
tranflation  of  Caftilioj  ij6i  :  **  Some  be  fo  fcrupulous,  as  it  wer^, 
with  a  religion  of  this  their  Tufcane  tung." 

.  Ben  Jonfon  more  than  once  ufes  both  ihefu^Jlantive  and  the  ad- 
jeBive  in  this  fenfe. 

As  to  the  word  Can>alero^  with  the  Spanifh  termination,  it  is  to 
be  found  in  Hcywood^  Withers,  Davies,  Taylor,  and  many  other 
writers.    Farmer. 

Aga. 
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A  little  proudly,  and  great  d^al  mifprizlng 
The  knight  opposed. 

Mne.  If  not  Achilles,  fir. 
What  is  your  name  ? 

AchiL  If  not  Achilles,  nothing. 

Mne.  Therefore  Achilles :  But,  whatever,  know 
this  ;— 
In  the  extremity  of  great  and  little, 
*  Valour  and  pride  excel  themfelves  in  Heftor; 
The.one  almofl:  as  infinite  as  all. 
The  other  blank  as  nothing.     Weigh  him  well. 
And  that,  which  looks  like  pride,  is  courtefy. 
This  Ajax  is  half  made  of  Heftor's  blood  ; 
In  love  whereof,  half  Hedor  ftays  at  home ; 
Half  heart,  half  hand,  half  Hedtor  comes  to  feek 
This  blended  knight,  half  Trojan,  and  half  Greek. 

4chih  A  maiden  battle  then  ? — O,  I  perceive  you. 


l^e-enter  Diomed. 

i^j.  Here  i«  fir  Diomed  : — Go,  gentle  knight. 
Stand  by  our  Ajax  :  as  you  and  lord  ^Eneas 
Confent  upon  the  order  af  their  fight. 
So  be  it ;  either  to  the  uttermoft. 
Or  elfe  a  breath  :  the  combatants  being  kin, 

Aga.  ^Tisd^nel^ke  HeBor^  hut fecurely  done ^  It  feems  abfurd 
to  me,  that  Agamemnon  ihould  make  a  remark  to  the  difparage- 
ment  of  He£ror  for  pride,  and  that  i^eas  ihould  immediately 
fay,  If  not  Achilles^  Jir^  vihat  is  your  name  f  To  Achilles  I  have 
ventured  x.o  place  it ;  and  eonfulting  Mr.  Dryden's  alteration  of 
this  play,  I  was  not  a  li(^le  pleafed  to  find,  that  I  had  but  fecond- 
fid  the  opinion  of  that  great  roan  in  this  point,    Theobald. 

As  the  old  copies  agree,  I  hav«  made  no  change.     Johnson. 

^  Valour  and  pride  excel  themfd<ves  in  He^ar;']  Shakefpeare's 
thought  is  not  exactly  deduced.  Nicety  of  exprefiion  is  not  his 
fhgrafterr  The  meaning  is  plain  :  **  Valour  (fays  iEneas)  is  in 
Hedtor  greater  than  valour  in  other  men,  and  pride  in. Hector 
is  lefs  than  pride  in  other  men.  So  that  He6tor  is  diftin- 
guiihed  hy  the  excellence  of  having  pride  lefs.  th^u  other  pride, 
and  valour  more  than  other  valour."    Johnson. 

I  4  Half 
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Palf  flints  their  ftrife  before  their  Jlrokps  begin* 

JJl^.  They  are  opposed  already. 

yig4»  What  Trojan  is  that  fame  that  looks  fo  heavy  ? 

Vljiffl  The  youngeft  fon  of  Priam,  a  true  knight ; 
Not  yet  mature,  yet  matphleft  j  firm  of  word  ^ 
Speaking  in  deeds,  and  deedlefs  in  \^\s  tongue ;    • 
Not  foon  provoked,  nor,  being  provok^ ,  foop  calm'd  i 
His  heart  and  haiia  both  open,  and  both  free ; 
For  what  he  has,  he  ^ives,  what  thinks,  he  Ihews  j 
Yet  givies  he  not  ^till  judgment  guide  his  bounty,  ' 
Nor  dignifies  *  an  impair  thought  with  breath  : 
Manly  as  Heftor,  but  more  dangprous ;  ' 

For  Heftor,  in  his  blaze  of  wrath,  '  fu'bfcribc^ 
To  tender  objeds  j  b)at  he^  in  heat  of  a(5tioD| 
Is  more  vindicative  than  jealous  Iqve ; 
They  pall  him  Troijus ;  and  on  him  ereft 
A  fecond  hojie,  as  fairly  built  as  Hedbr, 
Thus  fays  ^neas ;  one  that  knpys  the  youth 
Even  to  his  inches,  and,  witBi  private  foul, 
P^  in  gre^t  Ilion  '  thus  tranflate  him  to  nie. 

[Alarum.    He£lar  andAjaxfighU 

Jga.  They  are  in  adion. ' 

Nejl.  Now,  Ajax,  hold  thine  own  ! 

^roi.  Hedtqr,  thpu  fleeptfl,  awake  thee  I 

^Jiga.  His  blows  are  well  difpos'd : — ^there,  Ajax ! 


]     A  thought  unfuitable  to  the 


So,  in  Chaphian's  preface  t6  his  tranflation  of  the  Shield  of  H^^ 
r\  1598  :  •*  -i-i— hot  is  it  mpr^  imfairc  to  an  hdneft  and  abfov 


lute  man;  ic.-^    Steevens, 

»    9  ^HeBar — ^fubfirih$s 

To  ienJer  ohjeSsi—-'^  That  1^9  yields^ gives  way.  JoHNSOKf 
60,  in  K.  Lear^  falfcrih^d  lib  |x)vtrcr,  i.  c*  fubmitted/ 

StebVens. 
I  1 .11111  ■    ■  thin  trtmjlate  him  io  me  A    Thus  eftplaiu  his  charaBir% 

'       '     '  -        ^  JOHMSOK,     ' 


'.J. 


TROILUS  AND  eRESSID4.      i»i' 

* 

pio.  You  muft  no  more. 

^jEnep  iPrinces^  enough,  fo  pleafc  you^ 

Jjax.  I  am  not  warm  yet,  let  us  .fight  agaig; 

Dio.  As  Hedor  pleafee. 

He3.  Why  then,  will  I  no  more  :— — 
Thou  art,  great  lord,  my  father's  fitter's  fon^ 
A  coufin-germap  to  great  Priani's  feed  j 
*rhe  obligation  of  our  blood  forbids  \ 

A  gory  emulation  'twixt  us  twain : 
Were  tHy  commixtion  Greek  and  Trojan  fo. 
That  thou  could^ft  hy-r-This  hand  is  Grecian  all. 
And  this  is  Trojan ;  the  finews  of  this  leg 
All  Greeks  and  this  all  Troy  i  my  mothers  bhod 
Runs  on  the  dexter  cheeky  and  this  finifler 
BoundS'in  n^  father's ;  by  JoVe  multipotent. 
Thou  fliouldft  not  bear  from  me  a  Greekilh  membeii 
Wherein  my  fwprd  had  not  impreffure  made 
Of  our  rank  feud ;  Byt  the  juft  gods  gainfay. 
That  any  drop  thou  borrow'ft  from  thy  mother. 
My  facred  aunt,  ihould  by  my  mortal  fword 
Be  drained  !    Let  me  embrace  thee,  Ajax : 
3y  him  that  thunders,  thou  haft  lufty  arms ; 
Hedor  would  have  them  fall  upon  him  thus ;  .   nj 
Coufin,  all  honour  to  thee  ! 

Jjax.  I  thank  thee,  Heftor  : 
Thou  art  too  gen|:le,  and  too  free  a  man : 
I  came  to  kill  thee,  coufin,  and  bear  hencQ 
fi  great  addition  earned  in  thy  death. 
'  lleSif  *  JsTot  Npoptolymu?  fo  mirabje 

(Oq 

f  J^ot  Nfoptfkm^s  fq  niirablf 
(On  whofe  hrizht  crefi^  Fame^  with  her  lou^Jl  Oyes, 
Criesj  this  is  he ;)  coMfromi/e  to  bimfclftcc.)  That  is  to  fay, 
5^  Ypu,  an  old  veteran  wapior,  threaten  to  kill  me,  when  not 
{he  young  fon  of  Achillea  (who  is  yet  to  ferve  his  apprentifage  in 
M^ar,  under  the  Grecian  generals,    and  on  that  account  called 
^lovloXi/A^)  dare  himielf  entertain  fuch  a  thought."    But  Shaken 
H>care  meant  another  fort  of  man,  as  is  evident  from, 
'         Qn  Vihofi  bright  creft^  &c. 
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(On  whofe  bright  creft  Fame  with  her  loud'ft  O  yes 
Cries,  This  is  he)  could  promife  to  himfelf 

A  thought^ 

V 

which  charadlerifes  one  who  'goes  forcmoft  and  alone ;  and  can 
therefore  fuift  only  one^  which  <me  was  Achilles,,  as  Shakefpeare 
himfelf  has  drawn  him  : 

The  great  Achilles^  ivbom  opinion  crowns 

The  finew  and  the  forehana  ^c«r  hoji^ 
And,  again  : 

Whofi  glorious  deeds  hut  in  thefe  field%  of  late 

Made  emulous  mijjions  ^mongA  the  gods  themj'el'vcs^ 

And  drove  great  Mars  to  faBion, 
And  indeed  the  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  Hedor's  fpeech  requires  that 
the  moft  celebrated  of  his  advcrfaries  ihould  be  picked  jout  to  be 
defied ;  and  this  was  Achilles,  with  whoiTi  Hector  had  \m  final 
affair.    We  mufl  conclude  then  that  Shakefpeare  wrote ; 

"Not  Neoptolemus^s  fire  irafcible, 

On  %\}hofe  bright  crejl  ~—  ' 
In^hk  is  an  old  fehool  term,  and  is  an  epithet  fuiting  hia  cha^ 
^rat^ler,  and  the  ci^cum  fiances  he  was  then  in  : 

*'  Impiger,  iracundus^  inexorabilis,  acer.*' 
But  our  editor,  Mr.  Theobald,  by  his  ohfcure  diligence ^  had  found 
out  th»t  Wynken  de  Worde,  in  the  old  chronicle  of  The  three 
DeJiruHions  of  Troy^  introduces  one  Neoptolemus  into  the  ten 
years  quarrel,  a  pcrfon  diftin£t  from  the  fon  of  Achilles  j  an4 
therefore  will  have  it,  that  Shakefpeare  here  means  no  other  than 
the  Neoptolemus  of  this  worthy  chromclcr.  He  was  told,  to  no 
purpofe,  that  this  fimcy  was  abfurd.  For  firft,  Wynken's  Neoptor 
lemus  is  a  common -rate  warrior,  and  fo  defcribed  as  not  to  fit  the 
chara6ler  here  given.  Secpndly,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the 
poet  (hould  on  this  occafion  make  He6tor  refer  to  a  character  not 
in  the  play,  and  never  ^  much  as  mentioned  on  any  other  occa- 
fion.  Thitljly,  Wynken's  Neoptolemus  is  a  warriw:  on  the  Tro- 
jan fide,  and  (lain  \^y  AchjUes.  Bitf  He^or  mufi  needs  mean  by 
one  **  who  coul4  promife  ^  thought  of  added  honour  torn  from 
blo?^"  a  warrior  amongft  his  enemies  on  -the  Grecian  fide. 

WARBtJRTON. 

After  all  this  contention,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  the  critic 
believes  mirahk  to  have  been  changed  to  irafcible  I  fhould  fooner 
read, 

"Not  'Neoptolemus  th*  TiAfn^rahle  % 
as  I  know  not  whether  mirahle  can  befou^d  in  any  otlier  place. 
The  correi^ion  which  the  learned  commentator  gave  to  Hannier; 

Not  Neoptolemus^  fire  fo  mirable^ 
as  it  was  modeuer  than  this,  was  preferable  to  it.     But  nothing 
is  more  remote  from  juftnefs  of  lentiment,  than  for  He<Stor  to  cha- 

■  -ladterife 
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A  thought  of  added  honour  torn  from  Heftor, 

Mne.  There  is  expefiance  h^re  from  both  the  (ideSj^ 
What  further  you  will  do, 
'  Ue^.  '  Well  anfwer  it ;  . 

The  iffue  is  embracemenj:  :-^Ajax,  farewel. 

Ajax.  If  I  might  in  entreaties  find  fuccefs, 
(As  feld  I  have  the  chance)  I  would  defire 
My  famous  coufin  to  our  Grecian  tents. 

Bio,  'Tis  Agamemnon^s  wiih  j  •  and  great  Achilles 
Doth  long  to  fee  unarmed  the  valiant  Hedior. 

He^.  -f^hea?,  call  my  brother  Troilus  to  me  : 

raScrife  Achilles  as  the  father  of  Neoptoleipps,  a  youth  that  had 
not  yet  appeared  la  arms,  and  whofe  name  was  therefore  much 
lefs  known  than  his  father's.  My  opinion  is,  that  by  Neoptole- 
inus  the  author  meant  Achilles  himfelf ;  and  remembering  that 
the  fon  was  Pyrrhus  Neoptolemus,  confidered  Neoptolemus  as  the 
nmen  gentilitium^  and  thought  the  father  was  likewife  Achilles 
Neoptoleniu8%    JoHksoN. 

Shakefpeare  might  have  ufed  Neoptolcmus  for  Achilles. »  WU- 
friile  Holme,  the  author  of  a  poem  called  The  Fall  and  evil  Suc^ 
cffe  of  Rehellian^  &c.  IS37»  had  made  the  fame  miilake  before 
Inm,  as  the  following  Hanza  will  Ihew  : 

**  Alfo  the  triumphant  Troyans  vi<5h>riou«, 
"  By  Anthenor  and  iEncas  falfe  confederacie, 

*^  Sendiiig  Polidamus  tp  Neoptokmus^ 
**  Who  was  vanquiihed  and  fubdued  hy  their  canfpiracic, 

**  O  dolorous  fortune,  and  fatal  miferie ! 
**  For  multitude  of  people  was  there  mortificate 

**  With  condigne  Priamus,  and  all  his  progenie, 
"  And  flagrant  Polixene,  that  lady  delicate." 
In  Lidgate,  however,  Achilles,  Neoptolcmus^  and  Pyrrhus,  arc 
diftio^  charaders.     Neoptokmus  is  enumerated  among  the  Grc- 
irian  princes  who  firft  embarked  to  revenge  the  rape  of  Hel^n  : 
"  The  valiant  Grecian  called  Neaptolemus^ 
"  That  had  his  haire  as'blacke  as  any  jet,  &:c.'*  p.  102. 
and  Pyrrhus,  very  properly,  is  not  heard  of  till  after  the  death  of  his 
lather : 

**  Sith  that  Achilles  in  fuch  tralterous  wife  ,  / . 

**  lis  flaine,  that  we  a  meflenger  fl^.ould  fend 

**  To  fetch  his  fon  yong  Pyrrhus y  to  the  end 

**  He  may  revenge  his  father's  death,  &c,"  p.  237. 

Steevens. 
'  WVll  a'n/k\:er  it ;]     f  hat  is,  anfwer  the  expeBance.   Johnson. 

And 
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Afid  fignify  this  loving  interview 

To  the  cxpedlers  of  our  Trojan  part ; 

JDefire  them  home. — Give  me  thy  hand,  my  coufin  ; 

I  will  go^at  with  thee,  and  fee  ♦your  knights. 

^jax.  Great  Agamemnon  comes  to  meet  us  here. 

he£t.  The  worthieft   of  them  tell  me  ©ame  hj 
name ;  * 

But  for  Achilles,  my  own  fearching  eyej 
Shall  find  him  by  his  large  and  portly  fize, 

Aga*  ^  Worthy  of  arms  J  as  welcome  as  to  ox^ 
That  would  be  rid  of  fuch  an  enemy ; 
Bpt  that*§  50  welcome :  Underftand  more  clear, 
W^hat's  paft,  jaod  what's  to  come,  is  ftrjew'd  with 

hufks 
And  formlefs  ruin  of  oblivion  ; 
But  in  this  extant  moment,  faith  and  troth, 
Strain'd  purely  from  all  hollow  biasrdrawing. 
Bids  thee,  wkh  moft  divine  integrity. 
From  heart  of  very  heart,  great  He<9:or,  welcpnie, 

He£t.  I  thank  thee,  irioft  imperious  AgamenTinon* 

Aga.  My  well-fanji'd  lord  oi  Troy,  no  Jefs  to  you. 

[Ti  Troiluu 

Meni  Let  me  confirm  my  princely  brother^s  greet- 
ing;—    , 
You  brace  of  warlike  brothers,  welcome  hither, 

He5l.  Whom  muft  we  anfwer  ? 

jVdfe».  The  noble  Menelaus, 

♦  your  Intghts.']    The  word  knight^  as  often  as  it  occurs^ 

is  fure  to  bring  with  it  the  idea  of  chivalry,  and  revives  the  me- 
moiy  of  Amadis  and  his  faotaflic  followers,  rather  than  that  of 
the  mighty  confederates  who  fought  on  either  fide  in  the  Trojan 
\vaf .  I  wifti  that  eques  and  armiger  could  have  been  rendered  by  anv 
other  words  than  knight  and  ^f quire.  Mr.  Pope,  in  his  traniiatioQ 
jof  the  Iliad,  is  very  liberal  of  the  latter.     Steevbns. 

5  Worthy  of  arms !  ■  ]  Folio.  Worthy  all  arnis !  QuartOf 
The  quarto  has  only  the  two  firft,  fecond,  and  the  lafl  line  of  thi) 
(^ii^tation ;  the  iQtermediate  yerfes  feem  added  on  a  revifion. 

J0HNSQN> 
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UeS.  O^  yoU|  my  lord  ?  by  Mars  his  gauntlet^ 
thanks ! 
^Mock  noty  that  I  affed  the  untraded  oath  ; 
Your  quondam  wife  fwcars  ftili  by  Venus*  glove  : 
She's  well>  but  bade  me  not  commend  her  to  you* 

Men.  Name  her  not  now^  fir  ;  ihe's  a  deadly  theme* 

H^.  0»  pardon ;  I  offend. 

Nejl.  I  have,  thou  gallant  Trojan,  feen  thee  oft. 
Labouring  for  dcftiny,  make  cruel  way  • 

Through  ranks  of  Greekiih  youth  :  and  I  have  feexi 

thee. 
As  hot  as  Perfeus,  fpur  thy  Phrygian  fteed, 
^  Defpifing  many  forfeits  and  fubduements, 
When  thou  haft  hung  thy  advanced  fword  i'the  air^ 
Not  letting  it  decline  on  the  declined ; 
That  I  have  faid  to  fome  my  ftanders-by, 
io,  Jufiter  h  yonder  y  dealing  life  I 
And  I  have  feen  thee  paufe,  and  take  thy  breath. 
When  that, a  ring  of  Greeks  have  hemm'd  thee  in. 
Like  an  Olympian  wreftling  :  This  have  I  feen  ; 
But  this  thy  counten^ce,  ftill  lock'd  in  fteel, 
I  never  faw  'till  now.     I  knew  thy  grandfire. 
And  once  fought  with  him  :  he  was  a  foldier  good  } 
But,  by  great  Mars,  the  captain  of  us  all. 
Never  like  thee :  Let  an  old  man  embrace  thee  ; 
And,  worthy  warrior,  welcome  to  our  tents. 

Mne.  'Tis  the  old  Nefton 

UeR.  Let  me  embrace  thee,  good  old  chronicle. 
That  haft  fo  long  walk*d  hand  in  hand  with  time  :-« 
Moft  xeverend  Neftor,  I  am  glad  to  clafp  thee. 

H^.  I  would,  my  arms  could  match  thee  in  <;x)n't 
t^ntion, 

*  Mock  not^ '  tec.']    The  quarto  has  here  a  firange  corruption  ; 

Mock  not  thy  affect,  the  untraded  earth.    JoBNSOlir. 
^  I>tffipng  many  forfeits  and  fuhduementi^    Thus  the  quartp* 
The  foho  reads: 

And  feen  thee  fcoming/y;/^///  andfubdumem*  Johk8on« 

As 
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•  As  they  contend  with  thte  m  cotirtefy. 

HfSt.  I  would,  they  could.  .^ 

Ne/i.  Ha  !  by  this  white  beard,  Td  ^ght  with  thee 
to-morrow. 
Well,  welcome,  welcome !  I  have  feen  the  time 

Ulyffl  I  wonder  now  how  yonder  city  ftands. 
When  we  have  here  her  bafe  and  pillar  by  us. 

He£t.  I  know  your  favour,  lord  Ulyffes,  well. 
Ah,  fir,  there's  many  a  Greek  and  Trojan  dead. 
Since  firft  I  faw  yourfelf  and  Diomed 
In  Ilion,  on  your  Greekilh  embaffy. 

Uljyjf.  Sir,  I  foretold  you  then  what  would  enfue  : 
My  prophecy  is  but  half  his  journey  yet ; 
For  yonder  walls,  that  pertly  front  your  town. 
Yon  towers,  whofe  wanton  tops  do  bufs  the  clouds,. 
Muft  kifs  their  own  feet. 

He£t.  I  muft  not  believe  you  : 
There  they  ft^and  yet ;  and  modeftly  I  think. 
The  fall  of  every  Phrygian  ftohe  will  coft 
A  drop  of  Grecian  blood  :  The  end  crowns  all ; 
And  that  old  common  arbitratbr,  time. 
Will  one  day  end  ir. 

Ulyjl  So  to  him  we  leaVe  it. 
Moft  gentle,  and  moft  valiant  Heftor,  welcome  :* 
After  the  general,  I  befeech  you  next 
To  feaft  with  me,  and  fee  me  at  my  tent. 

Jchil.  n  Ihall  foreftall  thee,  lord  Ulyffes,  thou  !— 

Now, 

'  J[s  they  contend^-'-^Ti    This  line  is  not  in  the  quarto. 

JoHNSOK. 

5  I  Jhall  forefial  thee^  lord  VMes^   thou  !— J    Should  we  not 
read — though  f    Notwithftanding  you  have  invited  Hedlor  to  your 
tent,  I  fhall  draw  him  firfl  into  mine,^  So,  in  Beaumpnt.and  Flet-  . 
Cher's  Cupids  Revtnge^  v\  ix.  p.  460  : 

*<  O  diflcmbling  woman, 

"  Whom  I  muft  reverence /^^wg-^.— — **    Tyrwhitt. 
The  repetition  of  thou  !  was  anciently  ufed  by  one  who  meant 

to  infbit  another.     So,  in  Twelfth  Night  ]i  " if  thou  thou]fi 

him  fome  thrice,  it  (hall  not  be  amifs,''    Again,  in  the  Temfeji: 

*'  Thou 
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'Now,  Hedor,  I  have  fed  mine  eyes  on  thee  ; 
I  have  with  exad  view  perus'd  thee,  Hedkor, 
And  quoted  joint  by  joint  *. 

HeS.  Is  this  Achilles  ? 

AcbiL  I  am  Achilles. 

He5l.  Stand  fair,  I  pray  thee  :  let  me  look  on  thee, 

Achil.  Behold  thy  fill. 

Hetl.  Nay,  I  have  done  already. 

JchiL  Thou  art  too  brief ;  I  will  the  fecond  time. 
As  I  would  buy  thee,  view  thee,  limb  by  limb. 

HeS.  O,  like  a  book  of  fport  thou'lt  read  me  o'er ; 
But  there's  more  in  me,  than  thou  underftand'ft. 
Why  doft  thou  fo  opprefs  me  with  thine  eye  ? 

AchiL  Tell  me,  you  heavens,  in  which  part  of  his 
body 
Shall  I  deftroy  him  ?  Whether  there,  there,  or  there  i 
That  I  miy  give  the  local  wound  a  name  ; 
And  raake  diftindt  the  very  breach,  whereout 
Heftor's  great  fpirit  flew  :  Anfwer  me,  heavens ! 

HeU.  It  would  difcredit  the  bleft  gods,  proud  man. 
To  anfwer  fuch  a  queftion  :  Stand  again  : 
Think'ft  thou  to  catch  my  life  fo  pleafantly. 
As  to  prenominate  in  nice  conjedlure. 
Where  thou  wilt  hit  me  dead  ? 

AchiL  I  tell  thee,  yea. 

He^.  Wert  thou  an  oracle  to  tell  me  fo, 
I'd  not  believe  thee.     Henceforth  guard  thee  well ; 
For  I'll  not  kill  thee  there,  nor  there,  nor  there; 

"  Thouly'ft,  thou  jetting  monkey,  thou/^ 
Again,  in  thefiril  fcenc  o^the  fitth  aft  of  this  play  of.  Troths  and 
Crejida :  *'  r— thou  taifel  of  a  prodigars  purfe,  t/jou  /** 

Steevens, 
'  Now^  He^or,  I  have  fed  mine  e^es  on  thee;"}     The  hint  fof 
this  fcene  of  altercation  between  Achilles  aod  l^e^or,  is  taken  from 
Lidgatca   See  page. 17&.    Steevems.  •  • 

^  Jnd^  c{Uotfi4  Jpi^i  ky  y^'^^*l     ^^  quofe  is  ta  obferve.  ,  So,-  in 

I'm  fony  that  with  better  heed  and  j^d||iae&C 

I  had  not  quoted  him.    Steevens*  .  . 

But, 
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But,  by  the  forge  that  ftithy^d  Mars  his  helm^ 
ril  kill  thee  every  wKere^  yea,  o'er  and  o'ier,         v 
You  wifeft  Grecians,  pardon  mc  tihis  brag, 
'His  infolence  draws  folly  from  my  lips ; 
But  rU  endeavour  deeds  to  match  thefe  wordsy 
Or  may  I  never 

Ajax.  Do  not  chafe  thee,  coufin  ;  ■' 
And  you,  Achilles,  let  thefe  threats  alone^ 
*Till  accident,  or  purpofe,  bring  you  to^t : 
You  may  have  every  day  enough  of  HeQbr, 
If  you  have  ftomach ;  the  general  ftate,  I  feary 
Can  fcarce  entreat  you  to.  be  odd  with  him  ^ 

He£l.  I  pray  you,  let  us  fee  you  in  the  field  i 
We  have  had  pelting  wars,  fince  you  refused 
The  Grecians*  caufe. 

AchiU  Doft  thou  entreat  me,  Heftot  ? 
To-morrow  do  I  meet  thee,  fell  as  death ; 
To-night,  all  friends* 

HeSt.  Thy  hand  upon  that  match. 
.  Aga,  Firft,  all  you  peers  of  Greece,  go  to  my  tent  jf 
There  in  the  full  convive  we  * :  afterwards. 
As  Heftor's  leifure  and  your  bounties  Ihall 
Concur  together,  feverally  intreat  him.— 
5  Beat  loud  the  tabourines,  let  the  trumpets  bloWy 


*  the  general  Jiaie^  I  fe^r^ 


Can  fcarce  entreat  you  to  hretddwith  him*\    i.  c- 1  am  award' 
that  the  Greeks  will  not  wi(h  you  to  meet  him  iingly ;  ihfinuat- 
ingthatit  would  be  bad  policy  in  them  tddefirethe  man  who  had 
the  greateft  reputation  for  vs&ur,  to  rim  fuch  a  hazard  of  being 
foiled'.'    Steevens. 

♦  — — .ctf«v/w— ']  To  cMnfive'is  to  feaft,'  Thi»  word  i^  notpe*' 
culiar  to  Shakefpeare.  I  find  it  feveral  times  ufed  in  the  Hiftory  of 
Helyas  Knight  of  the  Swanne^  hi.  1.  na  date.-    Steeve'i^s. 

^  B^at  loud  the  taboKrines^^'-'—^'\  For  this  the  quarto  and  the 
latter  editions  have, 

To  tafte  your  hountlesM 
The  reading  which  I  have  given  frpm  the  fdlio  feen^ls  ehofen  a% 
the  revifion,  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  the  word  houhtinu 

JOHKSON. 

Taiourines  are  fmall   drums.  '  The  word  occurs  again    in 
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That  this  great  foldier  may  his  welcome  know. 

^  Manefit  TroiluSy  dnd  Uhffes: 

Troh  My  lord  Ulyfles,  tell  me,  I  befeech  yoiii 
In  what  place  of  the  field  doth  Calchas  keep  ? 

[//jjf.  At  Men^lails*  tent,  tndft  priricely  Troilus : 
There  Diomed  doth  feaft  with  him  to-night ; 
Who  neither  looks  on  heaven,  nor  on  the  earth. 
But  gives  all  gaze  and  bent  of  amorous  vie\t 
On  the  fair  Cr^flid.       •  .   ' 

fm.  Shall  I,  fweet  lord,  be  bound  to  you  fo  much^ 
After  we  part  from  Agamemnon's  tent. 
To  bring  me  thither  ? 

Ulyf.  You  fliall  command  me,  fir. 
As  gentle  tell  me,  of  what  fionoUr  was 
This  Cremda  in  Troy  ?  Had  Ihe  no  lover  there. 
That  wails  her  abfence  ? 

Tr'oi.  O,  iir^  to  fuch  a$  boafting  Ihew  their  fcars^ 
A  mock  is  due.     Will  you  walk  on,  my  lord  ? 
iShe  was  beloved,  Ihe  lov'd ;  ihe  is,  and  doth  : 
But|  ftill^  fweet  lovt  is  food  for  fortune*^  tooth; 

[Exeunt^ 


'  ■  "'I 


A  C   T.    V.      S  C  E  N  E     L 


Enter  Achilles^  and  PatrocluS, 


AchlL  ru  heat  his  blood  with  Greekiih  wine  t<>« 

Which  with  my  fcimitar  Til  cool  to-morrow*-^— ^ 
Patroclus,  let  us  feaft  him  to  the  height. 
?atr.  Here  comes  Therfites. 
Vol.  IX.  K  Entet 
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Enter  Therfites. 

Acbil  How  now,  thou  core  of  envy  ? 
f  Thou  crufty  batch  of  nature,  what's  the  news  ? 

Ther.  Why,  thou  pidture  of  what  thou  feemeft,  and 
idol  of  ideot-worfliippers,  here's  a  letter  for  thee, 

AchiU  From  whence,  fragment  ? 

^her. '  Why,  thou  full  difli  of  fool,  from  Troy. 

PaU\  Who  keeps  the  tent  now  ? 

"Ther.^  ^  The  furgeon's  box,  or  the  patient's  wound. 

Fatr.  Well  faid,  adveriity !  and  what  need  thefe 
tpcks  ?  , 

ner.  Pr'ythee  be  filent,  boy ;  I  profit  not  by  thy 
talk  :  thou  art  thought  to  Be  Achilles'  male  varlet. 

Patr.  *  Male  varlet,  you  rogue  !  what's  that? 

*  Tfjou  crufiy  batch  of  nature ^'^'^-^'\  Batch  is  changed  by- 
Theobald  to  botcb^  and  the  change  is  juftified  by  a  pompouj 
note,  which  difdovers  that  he  did  not  know  the  word  hatch. 
What  is  more  ftrange,  Hanmer  has  followed  him.  ISatch  is  any 
thing  baked*     Johnson. 

Batch  does  not  fignify  any  thing  baked,  but  all  that  is  baked 
at  one  time,  without  heating  the  oven  afrefli.  So,  Ben  Jonlun, 
in  his  Cataline : 

"  Except  he  were  of  the  fame  meal  and  hatch. ^^ 
Again,  in  Decker's  If  this  he  not  a  good  Flay   the  De^vil  is  in  Ity 

1612: 

**•  The  beft  is,  there  are  but  two  hatches  of  people  mo  aided  ia 
this  world." 
Again,  in  Summer* s  Laji  Will  and  Tejlament^  i6co  : 

*'  Hail  thou  made  a  good  hatch  f  I  pray  thee  give  me  a  ncv/ 
loaf." 
Again,  in  E-^vcry  Man  in  his  Humour  : 

'«  Is  all  the  reft  of  this  hatch  i'^*  Therfitcs  had  already  been 
called  cohloaf    Steevens. 

7  ThcfurgiorCshox^ — ]  Fn  this  anfvver  Therfites  only  quibbles 
upon  the  word  tent.     Ha  nmer. 

*  Male  variety ]     Hanmer   reads  male  harlot^  plaufibly 

enough,  except  that  it  ftcins  too  plain  to  require  the  explanation 
which  Patrocius  demands.      (oiiN'tiON.  , 

This  exprellion  is  mec  with  in  Dpckei''*s  Honcji  more:  '*  This  ' 
A  male 'uatlct^  fiire,  my  lord!"     FMiMtii. 
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fher.  Why,  his  mafculine  whore.  Now  the  rotten 

difeafes  of  the  fouth,   the  guts-griping,    ruptures, 

catarrhs,  loads  o*gravel  i'  the  back,  lethargies,  ^  cold 

palfies,  raw  eyes,  dirt-rotten  livers,  wheezing  lung^, 

bladders  full  of  impofthume,  fciaticaSj    lime-kilns 

i'  the  palm,  incurable  bone-ach,  and  the  riveird  fee*- 

!     fimple  of  the  tetter,  take  and  take  again  fuch  pre- 

I     pofterous  difcoveries ! 

'        ?atr.  Why,  thou  damnable  box  of  enVy,  thou, 

what  meaneft  thou  to  curfe  thus  ? 
!        T^her.  Do  I  curfe  thee  ? 

Tatr.  Why,  no,  *  you  ruinous  butt ;  you  whore- 
fon  indiilinguiihable  cur,  no. 

Ther^  No  ?  why  art  thou  then  exafperate,  *  thou 
idle  immaterial  ikein  of  ileive  filk,  thou  green  farcenet 
flap  for  a  fore  eye,  thou  taffel  of  a  prodigal's  purfe, 
thou  ?  Ah,  how  the  poor  world  is  pefter'd  with  fuch 
water  flies ;  diminutives  of  nature  ! 
Pair.  '  Out,  gall ! 

»  _  cold palfies'^—^']  This  catalogue  of  loathfotnc  maladlet 
ends  in  the  folio  at  cold  palfies.  This  paiTage,  as  it  flands,  is 
in  the  quarto :  the  retn^nchmfent  was  in  my  opinion  judicious. 
It  may  be  remarked,  though  it  proves  nothine,  that,  of  the 
few  alterations  made  by  lv£ltoh  m  the  feconcT  edition  of '  hit 
wonderful  poeih,  oile  was,  an  enlargement  of  the  enumeration 
of  difeafes.    Johnson. 

■  — —  you  ruinous  &c.]  Patroclus  reproaches  Therfitea 
with  deformity,  with  haying  one  part  crowded  into  another. 

j0HN80>f. 

The  fame  idea  bccufs  in  the  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  IF: . 
Crowd  us  andcrujb  us  to  this  monjlrous  form.        Steeveks* 
'  *  —  thou  idle  immatef-ial  Jkein  of  fleive  ^/^,..  ■  -]     All  the 
terms  ufcd  by  Therfites  of  Patroclus,   are  emblematically  cx- 
preffiye  of  flexibility,  compliance,  and  mean  ofEcioufnefs. 

,  Johnson. 

^  Outy  gall  /]  Hanmer  reads  nut-gall^  which  anfwers  well 
enough  to  finch-egg  \  it  has  already  appeared,  that  our  author 
thought  the  nut-gall  the  bitter  gall.  He  is  called  »«/,  from, 
the  conglobation  of  his  form;  but  both  the  copies  read,  Out^ 
idl!    Johnson. 

K  2  Ther» 
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^J'her.  ^  Finch  egg  ! 

Achil.  My  fweet  Patroclus,  I  am  thwarted  quite 
From  my  great  purpofe  in  to-morrow's  battle* 
Here  is  a  letter  from  queen  Hecuba  ; 
^  A  token  from  her  daughter,  my  fair  love; 
Both  taxing  me,  and  gaging  me  to  keep 
An  oath  that  I  have  fvvorn,     I  will  not  break  it : 
Fall,  Greeks;  fail,  fame;  honour,  or  go,  or  ftay  ; 
My  major  vow  lies  here,  this  Til  obey. — 
Come,  come,  Therfites,  help  to  trim  my  tent ; 
This  night  in  banquetting  muft  ail  be  fpent.— 
Away,  Patroclus,  [Exeunt. 

Ther.  With  too  much  blood,  and  too  little  brain, 
thefe  two  may  run  mad ;  but  if  with  too  much  brain, 
and  too  little  blood,  they  do.  Til  be  a  curer  of  mad- 
men. Here's  Agamemnon,— an  honeft  fellow  enough, 
and  one  that  lovps  quails ;  but  he  hath  not  fo  much 
brain  as  ear-wax  :  ^  And  the  goodly  transformation  of 


•  Finch-egg  /]  Of  this  reproach  I  do  not  know  the  exaft 
meanmg.  1  fuppofe  he  means  to  call  him  Jvtging  ^/W,  as  im- 
plying an  ufelefs  favourite,  and  yet  ♦  more,  fomcthing  more 
worthlcfs,  a  •fihging  bird  in  the  egg,  or  generally,  a  flight 
thing  eafily  crudied.     Johnson.  . 

A  finch  s  egg  is  remarkably  gaudy  j  but  of  fuch  terms  of  re- 
proach it  is  difficult  to  pronounce  the  true  figniiication.  Steevens. 

•  ji  token  from  her  daughter^  &c.]  This  is  a  circumftance 
taken  from  the  ftory  book  of  the  three  deftrudtions  of  Troy. 

Hanmer* 

•  And  the  goodly  transformation  of  Jupiter  thcrey  his  hr other ^  the 
hull] — the  primiti*ve  fatue^  and  obuq^e  meTnorial  of  cuckolds \\ 
Pie  calls  Menelaus  I  he  transformation  of  Jupiter  ^  that  is,  as 
himfelf  explains  it,  the  hull^  on  account  of  his  horns ^  which 
he  had  as  a  cuckold.  This  cuckold  he  calls  the  primitive  Jiatu$ 
of  cuckolds ;  i.  e.  his  (lory  had  made  him  fo  famous,  that  he 
llood  as  the  great  archet)'pe  of  his  chara6ler.  But  how  was  .he 
an  oblique  memorial  of  cuckolds  ?  can  any  thing  be  a  more  dire^ 
memorial  bf  cuckolds,  than  a  cuckold  r  and  fo  the  foregoing 
chara£ter  of  his  being  the  primitive  fiaiue  of  them  plainly  im- 
plies. To  reconcile  thefc  t\^*o  contradictory  epithets  therefore  wc 
ihould  read :" 

»  an  oBELiSQUE  memorial  of  cuckolds. 

He 
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Jupiter  there,  his  brother,  the  bull, — the  primitive 
ftatue,  and  oblique  memorial  of  cuckolds;  a  thrifty 
Ihooing-horn  in  a  chain,  hanging  at  his  brother's  leg, 
—to  what  form,  but  that  he  is,  Ihould  wit  larded  with 
malice,  and  malice  ^  forced  with  w/itj-  turn  him  ?  To 
an  afs,  were  nothing  ;  he  is  both  afs  and  ox-r  to  an 
ox  were  nothing ;  he  is  both  ox  and  afs.  To  be  a  dog, 
a  mule,  a  cat,  a  fitchew,  a  toad,  a  lizard,  an  owl,  a 

m 

He  is  reprefented  as  one  who  would  remain  an  eteiaial  monu- 
ment of  his  wife's  infidelity.  And  how  could  this  be  better  done 
than  by  calling  him  an  oieli/lfue  memoriatf  of  all  human  edifices 
the  mofl  durable.  And  the  fentence.  rifes  gradually,  and  proper- 
ly from  a  ^atue  to  an  ohellftjue.  .  To  this  the  editor  Mr.  Theo' 
Md  replies,  that  the  hull  is  called  th^  primitive  fiatue  :  by  which 
he  only  giveth  us  to  underftand,  that  he  knoweth  not  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  Englilh  articles  a  a^d  the.  But  hy  the  lull  is 
meant  Menelaus ;  which  title  Therfites  gives  him  again  after- 
wards  The  cuckold  and  thi  cuckold-maker  are  at  ii the  BULL 

has  the  game But  the  Oxford  editor  makes  quicker  work  with 

the  term  oblique^  and  alters  it  to  antique^  and  fo  all  the  difficulty's 
c?aded.    WARBURfoN. 

The  author- of  The  Revifal  obferves  (after  having  controverted 
every  part  of  Dr.  Warburton's  note,  and  juftified  Theobald) 
that  **  the  memorial  is  called  ohlique^  becaufe  it  was  only  indi- 
"  re£lly  fuch, .  upon  the  common  fuppofition  that  both  bulls  and 
"  cuckolds  were  fiirnilhed  with  honis.*'    Steevens. 

1 forced  wth  ixjit^ ^]   StuiFed  with  wit.    A  term  of 

cookery.  -- — In  this  fpeech  I  do  not  well  underhand  what  is  meauc 
by  loving  quails.     Johnson. 

By  loving  quails  the  poet  may  mean  loving  the  company  of  har- 
lots. A  quaii  il  remarkably  falacious.  Mr.  Upton  fays  that  Xe- 
nophon,  in  his  memoirs  of  Socrates,  has  taken  notice  of  this  qua- 
lity in  the  bb-d.  A  fimilar  allufion  occurs  in  The  Hollander^  a 
comedy  by  Glapthome,  1640: 

**  the  hot  defire  of  quails^ 

"  To  yours  is  modeft  appetite."  Steevens. 

In  old  French  caille  was  fynonimous  to  fille  de  joie.  In  the  J9/V?. 
Cmiquepar  Le  Roux,  under  the  article  caille  are  thefe  words : 
*'  Chaud  comme  une  caille  ' 

**  Caille  coifiec Sobriquet  qu'on  donne  aux  femme*. 

Sipfiefenuneeveill^amoureufe."  So,  in  Rabelais:—  '*  Cailles 
coiffees  mignonnent  chantans." — which  Motteux  has  thus  rendere4 
(probably  from  the  old  tranllation)  co^X&d^quails  and  laced  mutton, 
Waggiflily  finging.    Malone. 

K  3  put-* 
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puttock,  or  a  herring  without  a  roe,  I  Would  not  care : 
but  to  be  a  Menelaus,-:— I  would  confpire  againft 
deftiny.  Afk  me  not  what  I  would  be,  if  I  were  not 
Therfitcs ;  for  I  care  not  to  be  the  loufe  of  a  lazar^ 
fo  I  were  not  Mene}aus>  ■  *- 1  ■  ■'Hey-day  !  *  fpirits, 
^nd  fires ! 

Enter  HeSfor^    Tmlus^    ^Jax^    Jgametnmtty    W^es^ 
Ne/ior,  and  Diomed^  with  lights. 

'/Iga.  We  go  wrong,  we  go  wrong. 
j^ax.  No,  yonder  *tis  ; 
There,  where  we  fee  the  light. 
HeSf*  I  trouble  you. 
Jjax.  No,  not  a  whit. 
UJyf.  Here  comes  himfelf  to  guide  you. 

Enter  Achilles. 

'AchiU  Welcome,  brave  Hed:or ;  welcome,  princes 
^11. 

Aga.  So  now,  fair  prince  of  Troy,  I  bid  good  night, 
Ajax  commands  the  guard  to  tend  on  you, 

HeEl.  Thanks,   and  good  night,  to  the  Greeks^ 
general. 

Men.  Good  night,  my  lord. 

HeEt.  Good  night,  fweet  lord  Menelaus. 

Ther.  Sweet  draught :  Sweet,  quoth  a  I  fweet  fink, 
fweet  fewer. 

AchiL  Good  night,  and  welcome,  both  at  once, 
to  thofe 
That  go,  or  tarry. 

Aga.  Good  night.  [^Exeunt  Agam^  and  Meneh 

'    AchiL  Old  Neltor  tarries ;  and  you  too,   Diomed, 
Keep  Hedtor  company  an  hour  or  two.  . 

Dio*  I  cannot,  lord ;  I  have  important  bufinefsj 

•  ^^m^jpirlts  and  fires  /]  This  Thcrfites  fpcaks  upon  t^ie  firft 
fight  of  the  dhiant  lights.    Johnson, 

The 
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The  tide  whereof  is  now. — Good  night,  great  Heftor. 

HeSt.  Give  me  your  hand.  ♦     . 

Ulyjf.  Follow  his  torch,  he  goes  to  Calchas*  tent ; 
ril  ieep  you  company.  *     \        [^o  Troilus. 

Trot.  Sweet  fir,  you -honour  me. 

HeB.  Arid  fo,  good  night. 

Achil.  Comfe,  come,  enter  my  tent.  [Exeunt  fever  ally  ^ 

Ther.  That  fame  Diomed's  a  falfe»-hearted  rogue,  a 
moft  unjuft  knave  ;  I  will  no  more  truft  him  when 
he  leers,  than  I  will  a  ferpent  when  he  hiffes  :  ^  he 
will  fpend  his  mouth,  and  promife,  like;Brabler  the 
hound  ;  but  when  he  performs,  aftronomers  foretel 
it ;  it  is  prodigious,  there  will  come*  fome  <:hang€  ; 
the  fun  borrows  of  the  moon,  when  Diomed  keeps 
his  word.  I  will  rather  leave  to  fee  Heftor,  than  not 
to  dog  him  :  '  they  fay^  he  keeps  a  Trojan  drab,  arid 
ufes  the  traitor  Calchas  his  tent :  FU  after.— rNothing 
tut  lechery  !  all  incontinent  varlets !  [£^//. 

S  C  E  N  E    11. 

Calchas^  tent..  .• 

Enter  Diomed. 

Dio.  What  are  you  up  here,  ho  ?  fpeak. 
•  Cal.  Who  calls  ? 
Dio.  Dldmed.-— — 
Calchas,  I  think.     Where  Is  your  daughter  ?  , 
Cal.  She  comes  to  you. 

Enter  Troilus^  and  Uljjfes,  at  a  diftance  ;  after  them  Therfites.^ 
Ulyf.  Stand  where  the  torch  may  not  difcover  us. 

'  ■'  "He  ivilljhcnd  his  mouthy  and  promife^  like  BrabUr  the 
hound\  ]  If  a  hound  ^zV^j  his  mouthy  and  is  not  upon  thefcent 
qF  the  game,  be  is  by  fportfmen  called  zhahkr  ox  hr abler.  The' 
proverb  fays,  B railing  curs  never  tvantfore  ears.     Anon. 

'  ^ they  fay  ^   he  keeps  a  Trojan  drah^ ]     This  charafloi" 

of  Diomed  is  likewife  taken  from  Lidgate.    SxEEvkNSi. 

K  4  Enter 
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*  4 

.     \      Enter  Cre/Jida^. 

4  ♦.  - 

ftroL  Creljid  come  forth  to  him ! 

Dio.  How  now,  my  charge  ^^  . 

Cre.  Now,  my  fweet  guatdian  !  -^Hark, 
A  word  with  you.    -.  •      [^{/^r^* 

Trou  Yea,  fo  familiar ! 
*  U^yjf*  She  will  fing  any  man  at  firft  fight. 

Ther^  And  any  man* 
May  fing  her,  if  he  can  take  ^  her  cliff;  ih^^s  noted* 

Dio.  Will  you  re'member  ? 

Cre*  Remepi'ber  ?.  yesw 

Dio.  Nay,  but  do  then  ; 
And  Ict.youf  mind  be  coupled  with  your  words. 
"  T'm. '  What  ihould  flie  renjember  ? 

U!}f.  Lift! 

Cre.  Sweet  honey  Greek,  t^mpt  me  no  more  tp  foUy^ 

Ther.  Roguery !  -      •  • 

Z)/(?»  Nay,  then,— -— 

Cre.  ril  tell  you  what. 

Dio.  Pho  !*,  pho  !  cope,  tell  a  pin  ;  You  arc 
forfworn. — —        ' 

*  m.-^  ber  cWSi]  That  18,  hcri&gy.    Clef,  French.    Johnsoit. 
C//^,  i.  e.  a  mark  in  mufick  at  the  beginning  of  the  lines  of  a 
fong  ;  and  is  the  indication  of  the  pitch,  and-befpeaks  what  kind 
of  voice-— asj  bafc,*  ^enour,  or  treble,  it  is  proper  tor. 

Sir  J.  Hawkins. 
So,  in  ne  Chances,  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  where  AntoniO| 
cmjploying  niufical  terms,  fays, 

**  —  Will  none  but  my  C.  cliffTcwe  your  turn  ?" 
Again,  \rx  The  Lover^s  Melancholy y  1629: 

<«        I    I         that's  a  bird 

**  Whom  art  had  never  taught  r//^,  moods,  or  notes.'t 
Aga'n,  in  the  AW/^  5^////Vr,  1634  : 

"  No  crotchets ;  'tis  only  the  clfffhzz  made  her  mad.*' 
Again,  in  Middleton's  More  DiJJemblers  befides  Women  : 

'*  How  many  cliffs  be  there? — one  cliff,  fir.  Do  you  know 
4t*  but  one  cliff f — No  more  indeed,  fir^  and  at  this  time  I  know 
%\  too  much  of  that."    Steevens,       ,     -      « 

Crt. 
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Ore*  la  faitti,  I  cannot :  What  would  you  have  . 
pie  do  ? 

fher.  A  juggling  trick,  to  be— fecretly  open. 

!)/(?.  What  did  you*  fwear  you  vvou^d  beflowon  me  } 

Cre.  I  pr'ythee,  da  not  hoW  me  to  mine  oath  i 
Bid  me  do  any  thing  but  that,  fweet  Greek, 

Dio.  Good  night. 

TroL  Hold,  patience ! 

Ufyjl  How  now,  Trojan  ? 

Cre.  Piomed,—  '    * 

Dio.  No,  no,  goodnight:  iHl  be  your  fool  60 
pore. 

froin  Thy  better  muft* 

Cre.  Hark,  one  word  in  your  ear.  ^    „ 

Trot.  Q.  plague  and  madnefs  !    . 

Ulyjf.  You  iare  mov*d,  prince ;    let  us  depart,  I 
pray  you,  /    . 

Left  youi:  difpleafure  fliould  enlarge  itfelf  ' 

to  wrathful  terms  ;  this  place  is  dangerous  ^ 
The  time  right  deadly ;  I  befeech  you,  go. 

Trou  Behold,  Iprayyoii! 

Vljlf.  Now,  good  my  lord,  go  oS: 
J  You  flow  to  great. diftradion  ;  coitje^  my  lord. 

Trot.   I  pr-ythee,  flay.  '  ,  '     ,      . 

Uh/Jf.  You  have  not  patience  ;  come. 

2rw.  I  pray  you^  llay ;  by  hell,   and  tjy  hell-Su 
tormepts, 
I  will  not  fpeak  a  word.        .      '  ^ 

V  

^  Tm  flew  to  great  JiftraHion  :         ]     So  the  moderns.     Th^ 
folia  has  : 

You  Jiozv  to  great  diJlraHiottn  — — — 
The  quarto : 

You^OTW  to  great  deftruBton  **        «■"    * 
Jread: 

You^imy/9tf  great  diftra£kioDi!-—r-t.    JoHjrsoK. 
I  would  adhere  to  the  old  reading.  Toujlfyw  to  great  JefiruSion^ 
or  dlJlroBion^  means,  the  tide  of  your  hnagination  will  hurry  yoii 
either  to  noble  death  frqrii  the  hana  of  Diomed,  or  to  xkt,  height  of 
ffdftefs  froip  the  oredorain^nce  of  your  ov^n  paffiona^    Sx^b  s  y  s  v  9^ 
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Dio.  And  fo,  good  night. 

Cre.  NajTj  but  you  part  in  anger. 

"Trou  Doth  that  grieve  thee  ?  , 

0  withered  truth  ! 

UlyJJ.  Why,  how  now>  lord  ? 

yVo/.  By  Jove;  I  will  be  patient.  ' 

Cre.  Guardian ! — why,  Greek ! 

Dio.  Pho,  pho  !  adieu ;  you  palter. 

Cre.  In  faith,  I  do  not ;  come  hither  once  again. 

JJlyJ.  You  Ihake,   my  lord,  at  fomething;  will 
you  go  ? 
You  will  break  out. 

'^roi.  She  ftrokes  his  cheek ! 

Ulyjf.  Come,  come.  '  ^'  ^ 

^rou  Nay,  flay ;  by  Jove,  I  will  not  fpeaka  word  : 
There  is  between  my  will  and  all  offences 
A  guard  of  patience  :-^ftay  a  little  while. 

*Ther.  How  the  devil  luxury,  with  his  fat  rump,  and 
potatoe  finger,  tickles  thefe  together !  ♦  Fry,  lechery ^ 
fry!        *       .      •  ' 

Dlo.  But  will  you  then  ? 

Cr6*  In  faith,  I  will,  la ;  never  truft  me  elfe. 

Dto.  Give  me  fome  token  for  the  furety  of  it, 

Cre*  I'll  fetch  you  one. 

You  have  fworn  patience. 
Fear  me  not,  my  lord  ;      ^ 

1  will  not  be  myfelf,  nor  have  cognition 
Of  what  I  fed  j  I  am  all  patience. 

♦.  •  . 

Re-enter  Crejfida. 

Ther.  Now  the,  pledge ;  now,  now,  now  ! 

♦  How  the  Jivil  luxury  wzt6  If  is  fat  rump  and  ^Wx^t  finger^ 
iUkles  thefe  together  I  "^ 

Potatoes  were  anciently  regarded  as  provocatires.  See  Mr,  Col- 
flns'snbte,  which,  on  account  of  its  length,  is  given  at  the  end 
Q^  the  play.    Steevens..    ... 

Cr^. 
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Cre.  Here,  Diomed,  ^  keep  this  fleeve* 
Trot.  O  beauty ! 
Where  is  thy  faith  ? 
/.  My  lord,- 


f.  I  will  be  patient ;  outwardly  I  will. 

Cre.  You  look  upon  that  Sleeve ;  Behold  it  well.-; 
H^  lov'd  me— O  falfe  wench  ! — Give  't  me  again« 

Dio.  Whofe  was't  ? . 

Cre.  It  is  no  matter,  now  I  have't  again. 
I  will  not  meet  with  you  to-morrow  night : 
I  pr*ythee,  Diomed,  vifit  me  no  more. 

Ther.  Now  Ihe  fliafpens ; — ^Well  faid,  whetftone^ 

J)io.  I  ihall  have  it. 

Cre.  What,  this  ?  ■ 

Dio.  Ay,  that. 

Cre.  O,  all  you  gods  ! — O  pretty  pretty  pledge! 
Thy  matter  now  lies  thinking  in  his  bed 


5        .  ■■     hep  this  Jlerve.'\    The  ciribm  of  wearing  a  lady's 
Jit€ve  for  a  favour,  is  mentioned  in  HalVs  Cbronick^  fol.  12 1*-^— 
*^  One  w^re  on  his  head-piece  his  lady's^evf,  ^nd  another  bare 
*•  on  his  helme  the  glove  of  his  deareling." 
Again,  in  the  fecond  canto  of  the  Barons*  Wars  by  Drayton  :- 

**  A  \2iiy\/keife  high-fpirited  Haftings  wore.*' 
Again,  in  the  Morte  Arthur,  p.  j.  ch.  1 19 : 
**>  When  queen  Genever  will  that  Sir  Launcelot  beare.tlie  rad 
JJeeve  of  the  raire  maide  of  Aftolat,  ihe  was  nigh  out  of  her  mindc 
for  anger.'*    Holinlhed,  p.  844,    fays  K.  iienry  VIII.  **  hi^l 
on  his  head  a  IsidieiJIeeve  full  of  diamonds."    The  circumifamoe, 
lioiKrever,  was  adopted  by  Shakefpeare  from  Chaucer.    T,  and  C« 
1.  5..  1040 :  **  She  made  him  were  a  pencell  of  her  Jkve.**    A 
fencell  is  z{m2\\ pennon  or  firesimQr.     Steevens. 

In  an  old  play  (in  fix  a6b)  called  Hifiriomaftlx^  16 10,  this  in-^ 
cident  feems  to  be  burlefqued.     Troyius  and  Crejjida  are  introduced 
by  way  of  interlude :  and  Crejjida  breaks  out : 
**  O  Knight,  with  valour  in  thy  face, 
**  Here  take  my  ikreene,  wear  it  for  grace, 
•*  Within  thy  helmet  put  the  fame, 
♦*  Therewith  to  make  thine  enemies  lame." 
A  little  old  book.  The  Hundred  HyftoryesofTroye^  tells  us  **  Bry* 
ffyde  whom  mafter  C^^ac^r  callcth  Crejfcyde^  was  a  danwfell  of  great 
beaute;  and  yet  was  more  quaynte,  mutable,  and  full  of  vagau&t 
Bondyfionst      Farmer. 

Of 


I 
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Of  thee,  ^nd  me  j  and  fighs,  ajnd  bl:e^  my  gloV^, 
And  gives  memorial  dainty  kifiestjcri-t', 
^  As  I  kifs  thee.— Nay,  do  not  fn^lch  it  frommt'; 
He,  that  takes  that,   mull  take,  my  heart  withal. 
Dio.  I  had  your  heart  beforfe-,  nhis.  follows  iu 
,. .    froi.  I  did  (Wear  pationee.  . 
^Cre.  You.fhallnot  have  it j, .  JJidmed  ;  "faith  ypu 
"  *    Ihall  not; 
J^l  give  you  fomfething  ^Ife.  . 

X)/(?.  I  wiU  have  this;  Whofc  was  it  ? 
Cre.  It  is  no  matter.  *       : 

I)io.  Corpe,.  tell  me  whofe;it  was. 
'     Cre.  Twas  one's  that  lov'd  ipe  better  than  y(*U.wiU, 
But,  now  you  have  it,  take  it.  ■.  .,  ., 

Dio.  Whofe  was  it? 
'   Cre.  ^  By  all  Diana's  waitiiSg-wc^men  yonder,    • 
And  by  herfclf,   I  vvjU  not  telt  you  whofe. 

Dio*  To-morrow  wilj  I  wear  it  on  my  helm; 
And  grieve  his,  fpirit,  that  dares  not  challenge  it." 
^roL  Wer't  thou  the  devil,  and  wor'ft  it  on  thy 
horn,    ■  .       . 

It  Ihould  be  challenged. 
"  Cre.  Well,  welJ,  'tis  done,  'tis  paft ;— And  yet  it 

is- not;  .   - 

XwiIJ  not  keep  my  word.  .'.'. 

]"'  Dfo,  Why  then,  farewel ;      . 
,Tho-u  never  ftalt  mock  Dbmed  again. 

•  Cm  You  fhall  not  go :— One  canaot  fpeak  a  word, 
^But'itftraight  ftarts  you.  \ 

1-  *  Ai  liifi  thM.-^]  In  0I4  ciditions. 
As  I  kifs  thee.  ■■■'      r 
Dio.  Nay,  do  not  fnatck  it  from  rae,.  •      . 

Cre.  H^,  that  takes  that,  muft  take  my  heart  xfhhd. 
Dr.  Thirlby  thinks  th.i*  ihould  be  aU  pl^c«d  to  Creffid^.  -   She  had 
thefleeve,  and  was:kiirmg  it  rapturoufty :  and  Diomed  foatcjicsit 
-  back  from  her.    Theobald.  /  '^ 

7  By  allDian/^stvaiting-ivomenyander^']    i.e.  the  ftars  which 

Ac  points  to.    Waraurton,  -r^. 
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Dh.  I  do  not  like  this  fooling. 

fher.  Nor  I,  by  Pluto:  but  that  that  likes  not  yow,. 
Pleafes  me  beft.  • 

Dio.  What,  Ihall  I  come?   the  hour? 

Ore.  Ay,  come  : O  Jove ! — — 

Do,  coioe  :-*-!  ft  all  be  plagu'd* 

Dio.  Farewel  'till  then.  f£.r//» 

Cre.  Good  night.     I  pr*ythee,  come. 
'  Troilus,  farewei !  one  eye  yet  looks  on  thee ; 
9  But  with  my  heart  the  other  eye  doth  fee. — 
Ah !  poor  our  fcx !  this  fault  in  u&  I  find/ 
The  error  of  our  eye  direds  our  mind  : 
What  error  leads,  mull  err ;  O  then  conclude. 
Minds,  fway'd  by  eyes,  are  full  of  turpitude.  ££x//. 

Ther.  *  A  proof  of  ^rength  flie  could  not  publilh, 
.    more, 
Unlefs  ftie  fay.  My  mind  is  now  turned  whore- 

Uljlf.  Airs  done,  my  lord. 

Trot.  It  is.* 

Ulvff.  Why  flay  we  then  ? 

Troi.  To  make  a  recordation  to  my  foul 
Of  every  fyllable  that  here  was  fpoke. 

'  Troilusyfamvel !'\  The  characters  of  Creflitk  and  Pandaru«  atje 
more  immediately  formed  from  Chaucer  than  from  Lidgate;  for 
though  the  latter  mentions  them  both  chara£leriftically,  he  doea 
not  fufficiently  dwell  on  either  to  have  furnifhed  Shakefpeare  with 
many  circumltances  to  be  found  in  this  tragedy.  JLiJgate^  ipeak- 
'^%  of  Creffida,  fays  only  :  ' 

*'  She  gave  her  heart  and  lov«  to  Diomede, 
•'  To  fliew  what  truft  there  is  in  woman  kind ; 

*'  For  file  of  her  new  love  no  fooner  fped, 
**  But  Troilus  was  clean  out  of  her  mind, 

*'  As  if  (he  never  had  him  known  or  feen, 
**  Wherein  I  cannot  guefs  what  (he  did  mean," 

Steevens, 

•  But  ifuith  fny  hearty  &c.]  I  think  it  fiiould  be  read  thus  : 

But  my  heart  with  the  other  eye  doth  fee.    Johnson* 
Perhaps,  rather: 

But  with  the  other  eye  my  heart  doth  fee.     Tyrwhitt.  - 

*  Afroofofftrength  Jhe  could  not  publijh  more^  She  could  not 
publifli  a  ftronger  proof,    Johnson, 

But, 
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But,  if  I  tell  how  thefe  two  did  co-aft,   . 
Shall  I  not  lye  in  publilhing  a  truth  > 
Sith  yet  there  is  a  credence  in  my  heart. 
An  efperance  fo  obftinately  ftrong, 
*  That  doth  invert  the  atteft  of  eyes  and  ears  ; 
As  if  thofe  organs  had  deceptious  fundions. 
Created  only  to  calumniate. 
Was  Creffid  here  ? 

l^J.  '  I  cannot  conjure,  Trojan* 

Trou  She  was  not,  fufe. 

Uljlffl  Moft  fure,  Ihe  was. 

Trot.  Why,  my  negation  hath  no  tafte  of  madnefs* 

Ul^Jf.  Nor  mine,  my  lord :  Creffid  was  here  but 
now. 

TroL  Let  it  not  be  believ'd  for  womanhood  I 
Think,  we  had  mothers ;  do  not  give  advantage 
To  ftubborn  critics — apt,  without  a  theme. 
For  depravation — to  fquare  the  general  fex 
By  Crcffid's  rule  :  rather  think  this  not  Creffid. 

Uljljf.  What  hath  Ihe  done,  prince,  that  can  foil 
our  mothers  ? 

TroL  Nothing  at  all,  unlefs  that  this  were  flic. 

Ther.  Will  he  fwagger  himfelf  out  on's  own  eyes  > 

Trou  This  flie  ?  no,  this  is  t)iomed's  Creffida  : 
If  beauty  have  a  foul,  this  is  notflie ; 
If  fouls  guide  vows,  if  vows  be  fandtimony. 
If  faniftimony  be  the  gods'  delight, 

*  That  doth  i/tveri  that  tefl:  of  eyes  and  earsx]  What  teft9 
Troilus  had  been  particularizing  none  in  his  foregoing  words,  to 
govern  or  require  the  relati've  here.  I  rather  think,  the  words 
are  to  be  thus  fplit : 

That  doth  invert  the  at f eft  of  eyes  and  ears. 
L  e.  That  turns  the  very  teftiniony  of  feeing  and  hearing  againil 
themfelves.     Theobald. 

This  is  the  reading  of  the  quarto.    Johnson. 

'  I  cannot  conjure^  TrojanJ]  That  is,  I  cannot  ralfe  (pints  in  the 
form  of  Crefuda.    Johnson, 

*  If 
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*  If  there  be  rule  in  upity  itfelf. 
This  is  not  flie.     O  madnefs  of  difcourfe. 
That  caufe  fets  up  with  and  againft  itfelf ! 
5  Bi-fold  authority  !  ®  where  reafon  can  revolt 
Without  perdition,  and  lofs  aflume  all  reafon 
Without  revolt ;  this  is,  anji  is  not,  Creffid  ! 
Within  my  foul  there  doth  commence  a  fight 
Of  this  ftrange  nature,  that  a  thing  infeparate 
Divides  far  wider  than  the  iky  ftnd  earth  ; 
And  yet  the  fpacious  breadth  pf  this  divlfion 
Admits  no  orifice  for  a  point,  as  fubtle 
'  As  Arachne's  broken  woof,  to  enter. 

In- 

« 

♦  If  there  he  rule  in  unity  itfelf ^1  I  do  not  well  undcrftand  what 
IS  meant  by  rule  in  unity.  By  rule  our  author,  in  this  place  as  in 
others,  intends  virtuous  rejiraint^  regularity  of  manners^  fommand 
ofpaj^ns  and  afpetites*     In  Macheth  : 

He  cannot  buckle  his  difiemper'd  caufe 

Within  the  belt  of  rule.  ■ 
But  I  know  not  how  to  apply  the  word  in  this  fenfe  to  unity,    X 
read:  '     ^  ^ 

If  there  be  rule  in  furity  itfelf, 
Or,      If  there  be  rule  in  verity  itfelf. 

Such  alterations  would  not  offeftd  the  reader,  who  faw  the  (late 
of  the  old  editions,  in  which,  for  inftance,  a  few  lines  lower,  tJbe 
almighty  fun  is  called  the  almighty  fenne^  '^  Yet  the  words  may  ac 
kft  mean,  If  there  be  certainty  in  unity  y  if  it  be  a  r«/i?that  one  is 
one.    Johnson. 

*  Bi'fold  authority!  ■     ,         ]    This  is  the   reading  of  the  . 
quarto.   The  folio  gives  us : 

^y2»/r/ authority ! 

There  is  madnefs  in  that  dit^uijition  in  ^hlch  a  man  reafons  at 
.  onceyj^r  and  againft  himfelf  upon  authority  which  he  knows  not  to 
he  valid.    The  quarto  is  right.    Joh  m  s o n  • 
'  ■  ivhere  reafon  can  revolt 

Without  perdition^  and  lofs  ajfume  all  reafon 

Without  revolt  \ ]  The  words  lofs  2Xi^  perdition  are  ufed 

in  their  common  fenfe,  but  they  mean  the  lofs  or  perdition  of  r^^- 
/j«.    Johnson. 

^  As  is  Arachne's  broken  vjoofto  enter,"]  The  fyllable  wanting  in 
this  verfe  the  modern  editors  have  hitherto  fupplied.  I  hope  the 
xnilkke  was  not  originally  the  poet's  own ;  yet  one  of  the  quartos 
reads  with  the  folio,  Ariachnd*^  broken  woof,  and  the  other  -^ri- 

athnc^t 
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Inftance,  O  inftance  !  ftrong  as  Pluto's  gates  ;    * 

Creflid  is  mine,  tied  with  the  bonds  of  heaven  : 

Inftance,  O  inftance  !  ftrong  as  heaven  itfelf ; 

The  bonds  of  heaven  are  flipped,  diffolvM,  and  loDs'd  i 

And  with  another  *  knot,  five-ifinger-tied. 

The  fradions  of  her  faifh,  orts  of  her  love. 

The  fragments,  fcraps,  the  bits,  and  greafy  reliques 

Of  her  9  o'er-eaten  faith,  are  bound  to  Diomed. 

UlyJ]  '  May  worthy  Troilus  be  half  attached 
With  th^t  which  here  his  paffion  doth  exprefs  ? 

Trou  Ay,  Greek ;  and  that  fliall  be  divulged  well 

athnah.  It  is  .not  impoffible  that  Shakefpeare  might  have  written 
Ariadne^%  broken  woof,  having*  confounded  the  two  names  of 
the  ftories,  in  his  imagination  ;  or  alluding  to  the  clue  of  thread,- 
]bytheai£ftance  of  whieh  Thefeus  efcaped  from  the  Cretan  laby-^ 
rm'th.  I-do  not  remember  that  Ariadn^s  loom  is  mentioned  by  any 
of  the  Greek  or  Roman  poets,  though  I  find  an  allufion  toit  iii 
Humour  out  of  Breathy  a  comedy,  1607  : 

*'  — —  inftead  of  thefe  poor  weeds,  in  robes 
**■  Richer  than  that  which  Ariadne  wrought^ 
**  Or  Cytherca's  airy-moving  veft.** 
Again: 

**  ■  thy  trefles,  Ariadfte^s  twines, 

**  Wherewith  my  liberty  thou  hall  furprizM.** 

Sfan\lhTragedf4 
Again,  -  in  MuleaJJes  the  Turi^  1 6 1  o : 

**  Leads  the  defpairing  wretch  into  amaze  j 
**  But  not  an  Ariadne  in  the  world 
•*  To  lend  a  ckvo  to  lead  us  out  of  it^ 
**  The  very  maze  of  horror," 
Again,  in  La^w  Truhj  1608  :        . 

**  "  ■       come  Ariadn/s  cfenVy  will  you  unwind  ? 
AgsiQy  in  John  Florio*s  tranflation  of  Montaigne  :  **  He  v^a»'f<y 
me  in  this  inextricable  labyrinth  like  Ariadne* s  thread,^ 

Steepens** 
«  'knoty  five-Jinger-tled^  A  knot  tied  by  giving  Her* 

liand  to  Diomed*    Johnson. 

*  •'^•^o^er-eatenfaithy — —  ]  Vows  which  fhe  has  altead^r 

fwallowed  once  over^  We  ftill  fay  of  a'faithlefs  man,  that  he  has? 
taten  his  words.     Johnson. 

■  May  worthy  Troilus^"^^ ]    Can  Troilus  really  feel  oi£ 

this  occafion  half  of  what  he  Utters  ?  A  queftion  fuitable  to  the 
calm  Ulyiles.    Johnson*. 
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tn  charafters  ^s  red  as  Mars  his  heart 

Inflamed  with  Venus :  never  did  young  man*fancy 

With  fo  eternal,  and  fo  fix'd  a  foul. 

Hark,  Greek; — As  much  as  I  do  Creffid  love. 

So  much  by  weight  hate  I  her  Diomed  : 

That  fleeve  is  mine,  'that  he'll  bear  on  his  helm  ; 

Were  it  a  cafgue  composed  by  Vulcan's  fkill. 

My  fword  fliould  bite  it :  not  the  dreadful  fpour. 

Which  ihiphien  do  the  hurricano  call, 

ConfttingM  in  mafs  by  the  almighty  fun,       *    • 

Shall  dizzy  with  more  clamour  Neptunefs  ear 

In  his  defcent,  than  Ihall  my  prompted  fword 

Falling  on  Diomed* 

Ther.  He'll  tickle  it  for  his  concupy. 

Troi  OGreffid!  Ofalfe  Creffid  If alfe,  falfe,  falfc! 
Let  all  untruths  (land  by  thy  ftained  name. 
And  they'll  feem  glorious. 

Ulyjf.  O,  contain  yourfclf; 
Your  paffion  draws  ears  hither* 

Enter  jEneas. 

Mne*  I  have  been  feeking  you  this  hour,  my  lord : 
Hedor,  by  this,  is  arming  him  in  Troy; 
Ajax,  your  guard,  flays  to  conduft  you  home. 
?rw.  Hjive  with  you,  prince  :i— My  courteous  lord^ 
adieu  :— 
Farewel,  revolted  fair  ! — and,  Diomed, 
Stand  faft,  *  and  wear  a  caftle  on  thy  head  f 
ril  bring  you  to  the  gates. 


*  mmmmm  and  'uoiof  tf  cftftle  on  thy  head!']  u  e.  defend  thy  head 
ivith  armour  of  more  than  common  fecurity.    It  appears'  from  a 
paffage  in  Holinfhed,  already  quoted  in  a  note  on  Titus  Androni* 
OCX,  that  by  a  eafik  was  meant  a  clofe  helmet. 
So,  in  The  Uttle  'French  Lawyer  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher: 
"  ■  but  ufc 

"  That  noble  courage  I  have  fcen^  and  we 
"  ShaH  fight  as  in  a  cafiU:'' — -. —    STKjiVBNf . 

Vol,  IX^  JL  rr$i. 
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TroL  Accept  diftraftcd  thanks.       .      . 

^Exeunt  Trailus,  jEneas,  and  Ulyjfei^^ 
Ther.  'Would,  I  could  meet  that  rogue  Diome.d !  l 
would  croak  like  a- raven;  I  woujd,  bode,*  I  would 
bode,  Patroclus  will  give  me  any  thing  for  the  in- 
tellijjence  of  this  whore :  the  pajrot  will  not  do  more 
'  for  an  almond,  than  he  for  a  cohimodious  drab. 
Lechery,  lechery;  ftill,  wars  and  lechery;  nothing 
clfe  holds  falhion:  A  burning  devil  take  them  ! 

[^Exif. 

SCENE     III. 

The  palace  of  Tray. 
Enter  HeSor^  and  jindromache. 

% 

.  r 

And.  When  was  my  lord  fomuchungcntly  teitiper'd. 
To  flop  his  ears  againft  admonilhment  ? 
Unarm,  unarm^  and  do  not  fight  to-day. 

UeEl*  You  train  me  to  offend  you ;  get  you  iii  z 
By  all  the  everlafting  gods,  Til  go. 

And.  '  My  dreams  will,  fure,  prove  ominous  to-day. 
,  He^.  No  more,  I  fay. 

Enter  Cajfandra. 

Caf.  Where  is  my  brother  Heftor  ? 

And.  Here,  fifter;  arm'd,  and  bloody  in  intent : 

< 

*  My  dreams  ivill^/urey  f  rove  ominous  to-day »"]  The  hint  for  this 
dream  of  Andromache,  might  be  taken  either  from  Lydgate,  or 
the  following  paffage  in  Cnaucer's  Nonnes  Prefies  Tale^  &te  edit. 
V.  15147. 

**  Lo  hire  Andromacha,  Hedtores  wlf, 

"  That  day  that  Hedor  fliulde  lefe  his  lif, 

**  She  dremed  on  the  fame  night  beforne, 

*'  How  that  the  lif  of  Hedor  ihuld  be  lorne, 

*^  If  thilke  day  he  went  into  battaille  : 

**  She  warned  him,  but  it  might  not  availle ; 

"  He  went  forth  for  to  fighten  natheles, 

^'  And  was  yflain  anon  ot  Achilles."    Steevexs. 

Confore 
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Confort  with  me  in  loud  aod  dear,  petition, 
Purfue  we  hint  on  knees ;  for  I  have  dre$mt 
Of  bloody  turbulence,  and  this  whole  night 
Hath  nothing  been  but  Ihapes  and  forms  of  flaughtei^* 

Caf.  Oy  it  is  true.    •        .    '      , 

He£l»  Ho !  bid  my  trumpet  found  I 

Caf.  No  notes  of  fally,   for  the  heavens,   fweet 
brother;  .   '       '   • 

HeS.  Begone;  I  fay*:  t-he  gods  have  heard  me  fwear. 

'  Caf.  The.gods  are  deaf  to  hot  *and  peevifli  vows ; 
*rhey  are  polluted  offerings,  more,  abhorred 
Than  fpotted  livers  in  the  facrifice. 

And.  O  !  be  perfujtded  :  Dd  not  count.it  holy 
To  hurt  by  being  juft  ?  it  is  as  lawful, 
*  For  us  ta  count  we  give  what's  gain'd  by  thefts. 
And  rob  in  the  beKalf  of  charity^  " 

Caf.  *  It  is  the  purpofe>  that  makes  ilrong  the  vow  ; 
But  vows,  to  every  purpofe,  muft  not- hold : 
Unarm,  fwect  Hedor.  • 

Hi£t.  Hold  you  (till,  I  fay ;      * 
Mine  honour  keeps'the  weather  of  my  fat^  :• 
Life  every  man  hold  4  dear ;  but  the  *  dear  man 
Holds  honour  far  more  precious-dear  thaii  life.«*- 

• » 

^  F^r  us  to  rtf»ffi««*.]    Thift  is  fo  oddly  conFufed  in  the  folio, 
diat  I  tranfcribe  it  as  a  fpecimen  of  inconre^efs : 
■    '  •       do  not  count  it  holy, 
To  hurt  by  being  juft  ;•  it  is  as  lawful 
Fer  ive  ivouU  count  givt  much  to  as  violent  thefts^ 
And  rob  in  th^  behalf  of  charity.    Johnson. 
I  believe  we  ihould  read  -^—  For  we  would  give  mucb^  to  ufe 
Violent  thefts^  i.  e.  to  ufe  violent  thefts,  became  we  would  give 
muchk    The  word  count  had  crept  in  from  the  laft  line  but  one. 

Tyrwhitt. 
^  *  it  is  the  piirpofe'-'^  ]  The  mad  prophetefs  fpeaks  here  with 
all  the  coolnefs  and  judgment  of  a  fkilful  cafuift*  *'  The  eflence 
"  of  a  lawful  vow,  is  a  lawful  purpofe,  and  the  vow  of  which  the 
".end  is  wrong  "mull  not  be  regarded  as  cogent.'*  Johnson. 
*  — -  dear  man]  yaluahle  man.  The  modern  editions  read^ 
-■  brave  man. 

The  repetition  of  the  word  is  in  our  author's  manner.    Johnson, 

L  z  Enter 
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Enter  Troilus. 

How  now,  young  man.?  meaii^ft  thou  to  %ht  to^ 
day?  •    .  *        » 

Jnd.  CaiTandra,  call  ra^y  fathtr  to  perfuade. 

[Exit  Cqffandra^ 
He£t.  No,  'faitli,  young  Troilus;  dofFtby  harnefs^ 
youth;  .   '    ..     • 

I  am  to-day  i'  the  vein  of .  chivalry  :     . . 

Let  grow  thy  linews  'till  their  knots  be  ftrong^ . 

And  tempt  not  yet  the  brulhfes  of  the  war. 

Unarm  thee,  go ;  and  doubt  t)ipu  not,  brave  boy,  - 

1*11  ftand,  to-day,  for  thee,  and  me,  and  Troy. 

Trpu  Brother,  you  have  a  vice  of  mercy  m  you^^ 
^  Which  better  fits  a  lion,  than  a  man.     *      ' 

•  •  • 

He£t.  What  vice  is  that,  good  Troilus  ?  chide  me 

for  it;  .^  ' 

« 

TVoi.  When  many  times  the  captive  Grecians  fall> 
Even  in  the  fan  an^  wind  of  your  fair  (word. 
You  bid  them  rife,  and  live.     *  *      ' 

HeS.  O,  'tis  fair  play. 

Trou  Fool's  play,  by  heaven,  Hcdtor* 

He£l.  How  now  ?  how  now  ?. 

I'rou  For  the  love' of  all  the  gods. 
Let's  leave  the  hermit  pity  with  our  mother ; 
And  when  we  havf  our  armours  buckled  on^ 
The  venqm'd  vengeance  ride  upon  our  fwords; 
Spur  them  to  ruthful  work,  rein  thfcm  from-  ruth. 

HeEl.  Fie,  favage,  fie ! 

Trou  Hedior,  then /ti$  wars. 

He£l*  Troilus,  I  would  not  have  you  fight  to-day.. 

^  WJAch  letter  fits  a  llony-''^'\  The  traditions  and  ftories  of  the 
darker  ages  abounded  with  examples  of  the  lion's  generofity. . 
Upon  the  fuppoiition  that  thefe  a£ts'of  clemency  were  true,  Troi- 
lus reafbns  not  improperly,  "that  to  fpare  againft  reafon,  by  mere 
tnftindt  of  pity,  became  rather  a  generous  oeaft.  than  a  wife  man«^. 

JOITNSON., 
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Trot.  Who  Ihould  withhold  me  ?'   . 
Not  fate,  obedience,  nor  the  hajid  of  Mars  . 
Beckoning  with  fiery  truncheon  my  retire ; 
Not  Priamus  and  Hecuba  on  knees, 
'  Their  cycso'er-galled '  with  recourfe  of  teats ; 
Nor  you,  my  brother,  wirii  your  trjue  fword  drawn, 
(^pos'd  to  hinder  me,  ffiotild  flop  my  way, 
ftit  by  my  ruin. 

Re-inter  Cajfandray  with  Pritim. 


•  * 


Caf.  Lay  hold  upon  him,  Priam,  hold  him  faft : 
He  is  thy  crutch  ;  now  if  thou  lofe  thy  ftay. 
Thou  on  him  leaning,  and  all  Troy  on  thee. 
Fall  ill  together.     . 

Priam.  Come,  Hedtor,  come,  go  back : 
Thy  wife  hath  dreamt ;  thy  mother  hath  had  vifions ; 
Caffandra  doth  forefee  i  and  I  myfelf 
Am  like  a  prophet  fuddenly  enrapt. 
To  tell  thee — that  this  day  is  ominous : 
Therefore,  come  back. 

HeS.  -^neas  is  a-field ;  ' 

And  I  do  (land  engaged  to  many  Greeks, 
Eyen  in  the  faith  of  valour,  to  appear 
This  morning  to  them. 

Priam.  But  thou  Ihalt  not  go. 

He£t.  I  mull  notl)reak  my  faith. 
You  know«me  dutiful ;  therefore,  dear  fir. 
Let  me  not  fliame  refpedt;  but  give  me  leave 
To  take  that  courfe  by  your  confent  and  voice. 
Which  you  do  here  forbid  me,  royal  Priam. 

Caf.  O  Priam,  yield  not  to  him. 

Jnd.  Do  riot,  dear  father. 

HeS.  Andromache,  I  am  offended  with  you : 
Upon  the  love  you  bear  me,  get  you  in. 

[Exit  Andnvmache. 

'  ■»        with  recourfe  tf  tears  i]  \.  c.  tears  that  coadnue  to 

courfe  one  another  do.vn  the  face.    Warbueton. 

f  L  3  Trai. 
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Trot.  This  foolilh',  dreaming,  fuperftitious  girl 
Makes  all  jthefe  bodertients. 

€af.'^  O  farewel,  dear  Heftor*  * ' 
Look,  how  thou  dy'ft !  look,  how  thy  eye  turnfe  pale ! 
Look,  hpw  thy  ivourids  do  bleed  at-many  vents  ! 
Hark,  how  Troy,  roars !  how  Hecuba  cries  out ! 
How  popr  Andromache  flirllls  her  dolours  forth  ' ! 
Behold,  diftradlion,  frenzy,-  and  amazement, 
I^ike  witlefs  ahtick's,  one  another:  meet, 
And  all  cry^Heaor !  Heftor'sdead!  OHeftor! 

%roi.  Away! Away! r-*  .  •    ,  •    ■ 

C^jC  Farfwcl.  'Yet,  foft  : — Hedor,.  I  ,takc  my 

Thou  doft  thyfelf  and  all  our  Troy  deceive.  *  f  £w/. 

HeSf.  You  are  amaz'd^  my  liege,  at  her  exclaim: 
Go  in,  and  cheer  the  town  :  we'll  forth^^and  fight; 
Do  deeds  worth  praife,  and  tf  11  you  them  at  "night 

Priam.    Farewel  :  .  The    gods  witii   fafety   ftand 
about  thee  !  \^]^xit  Priam.   Alarums* 

Troi.  They  are  at  it;  hark!  Proud  Diomed,  believe, 
I  come  to  lofe  my  arm,  or  win  my  lleeve  *. 

'  O  fareivil^  Jear*  HeBorf]  The  interppfitipn  and  clamoro\H» 
fpvrow  of  CalTandra  were  copied  by  our  author  from  Lydgate, 

Stekvens. 


«        ,     fh rills  6er  dolours,  &c.]   So  in  Heywood*s  Silver  JgCf 

;  **  Through  all  th'  abyf?  I  have  JhrilfJ  thy  daughter's  lofs, 

th  my  concave  trump.*'     Steevens. 

^  According  to  tne  quartos  1609,  this  fcene  is  cotitinued  by  the 
following. dialogue  between  Pandaru?  and  Troilu9i  wbi<;h  the  poet 
certainly  meant  to  have  been  inferred  at  the  end  of  the  play,  where 
the  three  conclu4ing  lines  of  it  a^e  repeated,  in  the  copies  already 
tpentioned.'Therec^ri  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  players  ihuffled  the 
the  parts  backward  and  forward,  ail  libitum ;  for  the  poet  would 
hardly*  have  given  us  an  unnec^flary  repetition  of  the  lanje  words, 
nor  hi^ve  difiDiffed  P^ndarus  twlpe  in  the  fame  manner,  Thecon- 
clufioh  of  the  piece  will  fully  juftify  the  liberty  which  any  future 
commentator  may  take  in  omitting, the  fcerie  here  and  placing  it 
At  the  end,  where  at  prefent  only  the  few  lines  already  nientioncd, 
^re  to  be  found.     Steevens.  .    •    '    -    ■ 


'  Ent^ 


1 


r 
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»   « 


'Salter  PanJarus.     ,  • 

TaHf  Do  you  hear,  my  lord  ?  do  you, hear  ? 

Trot.  What  now  ?  ; 

Pan.  Here's  a  letter  come  from  yon"poor  girl. 

Troi.  Let  me  read.  *  ;  • 

Pan.  A  whorefon  ptifick,  a  Ayhorefon  rafqajly 
ptifick  fo  troubles  itie>  and  the  foolilh  fortune  of  this 
girl;  and  what  one  thing, , what  another,  that  I 
flwll  leave  you  onep*  thefe  days :  And  I  have' a  rhfeum 
in  mine -eye  J  too ;  andfuch  an  ach  in  my  bones,  that, 
Bnlefs  a  man  were  curft,  I  cannot  tell  .what  to  think 
on't.-T-:WKat  fays.lhe  jfhere  ?  ,       / 

Troi.  Words,  words,  mere  words,  no  matter  from 
the  heart ;     .  '      [Tearitig  the  letter. 

The  cflGbit.  doth  pperate  another,  way.— 
Go,  wind,  to  windj-therc  turn  and  change  together.— 
My  love  with  words 'and  errors  ftilllhe  feeds  i 
But  edifies  another  with,  her  deeds. 

Pan  Why,  but  hear  you — — — . 

Trot.  *  Hence,  broker  lacquey ! — ^ignomy  and  Ihame 
Purfue  thy  life,  and  live  aye  with  thy  name !  \Exeunt. 


S  C  E  N  E    IV. 

Between  Troy  and  the  campw 

[^Alarum.']  Enter  Therjites. 

Ther.  Now  they  are  clapper-clawing  one  another ; 
ril  go  look  on.  That  diffembling  aljominable  varlet, 
Diomed,  has  got  that  fame  fcuricy  doting  foolilh 
young  knave's  fleeve  6f  Troy,  there,  in  his  helm  t  I 

'  Hence^  bro|hel,   lacquey  ! ]    For  hrothel^  the  folio  reads 

Irother^ .  erroneoUfly  for  broker^  as  it  ftands  at  the  end  of  the  play 
where  the  lines  ar^  repeated*  Of  hrother  the  foUowbg  editors 
x^'i^hrothcU     J0HK8ON.  . 

.    L4       '.  .wouW 
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would  fain  fee  them  meet;  that  that  fame  youcg 
Trojan  afs,  that  loyes  the  whpre  there,  might  fend 
that  Greekilh  whore -mafterly  villain,  with  the  fleeve, 
back  to  the  diflembling  luxurious  drib,  of  a  llQevelcfs 
errand:  *  O'  the  other  fi^e.  The  policy  of  thofe  crafty 
fwearipg  rafcals, — that  ftale  ojd  moufe-eaten  dry; 
cheefe,  Neftor  j  and  that  fame  dog-fox,  Ulyfles,— is 
not  proved  worth  a  *blaqk-berry : — They  fct  me  up, 
in  policy,  that  mungril  cur,  Aj jix,  agjiiiift  that  dog 
of  as  bad  a  kind,  Achilles;  and  now  is  the  cur 
Ajax  prouder  tthan  tjhe  cur  Achilles,  and  will  not 
z\m  to-d^y ;  w.hereuppp  the  Grecians  b^n  *  to  pro-? 
claim  barbarifmi  and  policy  grpws  into*  an  ill  opi-^ 
nion.     Soft !  here  comes  fleeve,  and  t'other,    . 

Enter  Diomed.  and  TroUus. 

TroL  Fly  not ;  for,&ouldft  thou  take  the  riyer  Styx^ 
I  woold  fwim  after,      .      . 

Dio.  Thou  dcA  mif-call  retire  : 
I  do  not  fly ;  but  advantageous  care 
Withdrew  me  from  the  odds  of  multitude : 
Have  at  thee !   *  [X^^  go  offjighting^ 

.  ^her.  Hold  thy  whpre,  Grecian  ! — now  for  tby 
whore,  Trojan  ! — now  the  fleeve,  now  tlje  fleeve  ! 

Enter  HeBor. 

w 

HeSl.  Whaj:  art  thou,  Greek  ?  art  thou  for  Hedor's 
match? 

>  • 

♦  O'  the-oihefjide^  the  policy  of  thofe  crafty  fwearing  rafcals ,  &c.] 
5ut  ip  what  fenfe  arc  NeAgr and  XJlyfles  accufed  q^htmgjkuearing 
riifcals?  What,  or  to  whom,  did  they  fwear?  I  am  pofitiv^ 
tYyoxfneerlng  is  the  Xx\jfi  reading.  They  had  collogued  with  Ajax, 
sind  trimmed  him  up  ^ith  infincere  praifes,  only  in  order  to  have 
fUrred  Achilles's  emulation.  In  this,  they  were  the  true  fn^r- 
ers ;  betraying  the  firft,  to  gain  their  ends  on  the  latter  by  that  ar- 
tifice.    Theobald. 

■5  to  proclaim  iarharifmf ]  To  fet  up  the  authority  of 

ignorance,  to  declare  that  they  ^yill  be  goyerocd  by  policy  uq 
longer.    Johnson.  *     ' 

•    ^Art 
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•  Art  thou  of  blood,  and  honour  ? 
fher.  No,  ho  :-— I  am  a  rafcal ;  a  fcurvy  Tailing 

knave ;  a  very  filthy  rogue.  ' 
He£t.  I  do  believe  thcc  ; — live,.  [JEx^n 

Ther.  God-a-rm^rcy,  that  thou  wilt  believe  me ;  But 

a  plague  break  thy  ntck,'  for  frigliting  me  !  What's 


SCENE 

* 

The  fame.  .    . 

•  * 

Enter  Diomed^  dnd  a  Servant. 

Dio.  Go,  go,  my  fcrvant,  take  thou  Tjoilus*  horfe^j 
Prefent  the  fair  fteed  to  my  lady  Greffid :     / 
Fellow,  commend  my.  fervice  to  her  beauty ; 
Tell  her,  I  have  chaftis'd  the  amorous  .Trojan, 
And  am  her  knight  by  proof. 

^frv.  Igo,  my  lord. 

Enter  Agamemnon. 
»  '  • 

4ga*  Renew,  renew  !  The  fierce  Polydamas  \  '  - 
^ath  beat  down  Menon  :  '  baftard  Margarelon 

'  Haiji  • 

•  Art  thou  of  lUod  and  honour  fl  This  is  an  idea  taken  froni'the 
ancient  books  c^romandc  chivalry,  as  is  the  foUovv^ing^one  in  the 
fpeech  of  Qiomed : 

And  am  her  knight  by  proof.     Steevens. 
1  _  take  thou  Troilus^  horJTe.}  So  in  Lydgate: 
"  That  Troitus  by  maine  aiKl  mighty  force 
**  At  unawares^'he  caft  down  from  his  horfe. 
**  .Ai^  gave  it  to  h\»  fquire  for  to  beare 
*'  To  Crejrday  &c."     Steevens, 

•  — —  hafiard  Margarelon]    The  introduftion  of  a  baftard  fon 
of  Priam,  under  the  name  of  Margarelon,  is  one.of  the  circum-  . 
^Iims  takea  from  the  ftory  book  of  The  Three  DeJiruBiens  of^roy^ 

Theobald. 
The 


••    I 


•  •• 

> 


• 
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Hath  Dorcus  prifoner ; 
Atid  ftands  coloffus-wife,  waving  his  beam^ 
Uppn  the  paijied  corfes  of  the  kings 
JEpiftrophus  and  Qedius  :  Polixenes  is  flain  ; 
*    jAmphimachus,  and  Thoas,  deadly  hurt; 
Patroclus*ta*en,  or  flim ;  ^nd  Palamedes 
Sore  hurt  and  bruised  :  ^  the  dreadful  Sagittary  ' 
Appals  our  numbers ;  haftc  we,  Diomed,    ,   ' 
To  reinforceinent,  or  we  perilh  alK 


•    * 


'  *      t       "'    •     Enter  Neftor.   . 

Nefl.  Go,  bear  Patrochis'body  to  Achille.s  % 
Aad  bid  the  fnail-pac'd  Ajax.arm  for  iflianie^— 
There  is  a  thoufand  HeAors  in  the  field  :     • 
Kow  here  he  qghts '  op  Galathe  his  horl(;. 


And 


The  cirdumflancc  was  taken  from  t^y^gate^  page  194: 
**  ]VVljich  when  the  valiant  kntght,  M^rgarcton, 
•*:  One  of.  kmg  Priam's  baftard  children,*'    &c. 

SfEEVENS. 
'.     •  ■  the  Jrea<(ful  Sagittary 

Appflls  our  numbers,:  ^^ ]'    **  Beyondc  the  royalmc  of 

■     ^^  Amafbnne  came  an  auncyent  kynge,  wyfe  and  dy^reete,  named 
*  •*.  ffpyftrophus,  and  brought  a  M.  knyghtes,  and  a  mcrvaylloufe 
**  "b^^  that  5vas*calkd  sagittay&e,  that  behynde  the  myddes 
♦*•  was 'in  boHe,  And  tp  fore,  a  man  :  this  befte  was  heeVy  like  an  * 
•^^  horfe,  and  had  hi»  eyen  rede  as  a  cole,  and  fhotte  well  with  a  . 
t  •**  bowe :'  this  hefie  made  the  Grekes  fore  aferde^  andjknue  many  of 
•*  *them  with  his  ^oweJ*     The  Three  Dejiru^ions  qf  Troy,  printed ly  . 
Caxthn^  •  Theobald. 

the  dreadful  Sagittary"]     A  very  drcumftantial  account,  of 

this  Sagittary  is  likewile  to  be  found  in  Lydgate^  page  174. 

*  *',  Steevens. 

« on  G^\«tht  his  horfe^]    Yxom  The  Three  BeJlruHions  of 

Troy  is  taken  this  name  giv^n  to  Hedlor'd  horfe     Theobald. 
,**  Cal'd  Galathe  ('the  which  is  faid'to  have  been 
•**  The  goodlieft  horfe,"  &c.     Lydgate^  page  142, 
,   Again,  page  lye: 

'*  And  /ought,  by  all  the  means  he  could,  to  take 
.'     "  Galathe,  Hector's  horfe,"  &c. 
Heyd^ody  in  his  Iron  Age  -1632,  has  likewife  conti^u^  (he  fame 
appellation  to  Heilor's  horfe; 

.♦♦•My 
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* 

Aod  there  lacks  work  ;  anon,  he*s  there  afoot. 
And  tKere  jtTiev  flv,  or  die,  like  ^  fcaled  fculls 
Before  the  belching  whale  ;  then  is  he  yonder. 
And  there '  the  ftrawy  Greel^s,  ripe  for  his  edge, 
Fdl  down  before  him,  like  the  mower's  fwath  : 
Here,  there,  and  every  where,  he  leaves,  and  takes  | 
Dexterity  fo  obeying  appetite,     . 
That  what)ie  will,  he  does ;  and  does  fo  much, 
yhat  proof  is  call'd  impoffibilityt         *  . 

Enter  Vlyffes.     .     ^ 
Hiyff.  O,  courage,  courage,  princes !  great  Achilleji 
Is  arming,  weepings  curfing,  vpwing  vengeance : 

•*  My  armour,  and  my  trufty  G'alatee.** 
HtywppJ  has  taken  many  circumftances  in  his  play  from  I^dg^tem 
John  Stevens  J  the  author  of  Cintkia*s  Revenge^  1613,  (a  pj^y  torn- 
mendejl  by  Ben  Jonfon  in  feme  lines  prefixed  to  it)  has  mounted 
Ut^  on  an  elephant.    St  b  b  y  e  n  s« 

1  ■  I.  ■  •  fcaUd  fculls]  Sculls  are  great  numbers  of  6(hes  fwim- 
ning  together. '  The  modern  editors  not  being  acouainted  with 
irheterm,  changed  it  \viXoJkoaU.  My  knowledge  or  this  word  it 
derived  from  a  Tittle  book  caHed  The  Engli/b  Expojitof^  London, 
printe4  by  John  Legate,  i6i6«  The  word  likewife  occurs  in 
Ly\\y*%  Midasy  i?9^f         •    .    *  . 

"  He  hath^  by  this,  flatted  a  covey  of  bucks,  or  roqfed  zfcutt 
of  pheafants."  Th^  humour  of  this  (host  fpeech  coniifh  In  a  mifl 
application  of  the  appropriate  terms  of  one  amuCbment,  to  another* 
Again,  in  Milton :  * 

■  ^  ♦«  ■'    ■!  ■  i-  each  bay 

*^  With  fry  innqmerable  fwarms,  ai^d  fhoals 

**  Of  filh,  that  with  their  fins  and  fhining  fcales 

**  Glide  under  the  green  wave,  in  fculls  that  oft 

**  Bank  the  mid  ff  a." 
Again,  in  Warner's  AtbiotC-s  England^  1602  : 

•*  A  knavifh /2^«//  of  boys  and  g^rls,  &:c«'* 
Again,  in  the  25th  ifong  of  Drayton's  Polyolbion^  it  is  faid  of  the 
f  ormorant : 

**        ■.  from  his  wings  at  fillip         ♦  ' 

*^  As  though  he  fhot  himfdf  into  the  i^Q\xn*ifiuU^ 

"  He  under  water  goes,  &c/* 
Again,  in  the  26th  fong : 

**  My  filyer-fcaledyi>Wj  about  my  ftream's  do  fweep.** 

Stsevbns* 
?  <««.  the  ftrawy  Grr^lj,-^]  In  the  folio  it  is,  ♦ 

the  Jr^ing  Greeks,  Johnson. 


«  V 
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Patroclus*  wounds  have  rouz'd  his  drowfy  blood. 

Together  with  his  mangled  Myrmidons^ 

That  nofelefs,  handlefs»  haok'd  and  chip'd,  come  to 

him. 
Crying  on  Heftor.     Ajax  h^th  loft  a  friend. 
And  foams  at  mouth, '  and  he  is  arm^d,  and  at  it^ 
Roaring  for  Troilu3 ;  who  hath  done  to-day 
Mad  and  fantaftic  execution  ; 
Engaging  and  redeeming  of  himfelf. 
With  fuch  a  carelefs  force,  and  forcelefs  care, 
A§  if  that  luck,  in  very  fpite  of  cunning, 
Bade  him  win  a|U 

Enter  Ajax, 

JJaf.  Troilus  !  thou  coward  Troilus !  [JSW/, 

.  JDio.  Ay,  there,  there. 
Nefi.  So,  fo,  we  draw  together,  *   ^^Exeunh 

Enter  AehilleSf 

Achil  Where  is  this  Hedor  ? 
.Come,. come,  thou  boy-qucller,  fliew  thy  face  j 
Know  what  it  is  to  meet  Achilles  angry* 
iiedtor  !  where's  HpAor  ?  I  will  none  but  HcAor, 

lExih 
SCENE      VI. 

Mother  part  6f  the  fields 

,  Re-enter  Ajax. 

Ajax.  Troilus,  thou  co\yard  Troilus,   Ihew  thy 
head ! 

Enter  Dlomed. 

Bto.  Troilus,  I  .fay !  whereas  Troilus  > 

Ajax.  What  wouldft  thou  ? 

Dio.  r  would  correft  him. 

Ajax.  Were  I  the  general,  thou  (houldft  have  my 
office. 
Ere  that  corredion :  — Troilu9>  I  fay !  what,  Troilus ! 
r    .  '     " '  Enter 
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E^ter  Troilus. 

TroL  O  traitor  Diomed  !—tura  thy  falfe   facc^ 
thou  traitor,  ^ 

And  pay-thy  life  thou  ow'ft  me  for-  my  horfc  ! 
Dio.  Ha !  art  thou  there  ? 

Ajax.  ril  fight  with  him  aloi)^ ;  (laiid.  Dimmed.  . 
Dio.  He  is  my  prize,  I  will  not  loqk  upon. 
Jrgu  Come  both,  *  you  cogging  Greeks ;  have  at- 
you  both.  [^Exeunt^  fis^ting. 


Enter  HeSton 


•      -« •.  < 


He£i.  Tea,  Ttoilus  ?  O;  well  fought,  my  youngeft 
brother ! 

Enter  Achilles. 

Mil  Now  do  I  fee  thee  :  Ha ! — Have  at  thee, 
Hedor. 

HeS^.  Paufe,  if  thou  wilt.  [Pight. 

Achil.  I  dodifdain  thy  courtefy,  proud  Tfojan. 
Be  happy,  that  my*  arms  are  out  of  ufe  : 
My  reft  and  negligenGe  befriend  thee  now. 
But  thou  anon  ihalt  hear  of  me  again ; 
'Till  when,  go  feek  thy  fortune. 

i/rf?.  Fare  thee  well  :-^ 
I  would  have  been  much  more  a  frelher  man,  7 

Had  I  expected  thee.r-How  novv,  my  brother  ? 

♦  ^^.^^you  cogging  Greeks, ]  This  epithet  has  no  particu- 
lar propriety  in  this  place,  but  the  author  had  heard  of  Graaa, 
Mendax,     Johnson. 

Surely  the  epithet  had  propriety  "in  refpedl  of  Diotned  at  leaft, 
who  had  defrauded  him  of  his  miftrefs.  Troilus  billows  it  on. 
both)  uttius  oh  culpam,  A  fraudulent  man,  as  I  am  told,  is  {);iU> 
called  in  the  North-— «  gainful  Greek,  Cicero  bears  witnefs  to- 
this  charader  of  the  ancient  Greeks.  *'  Tejllmaniorunt  religlonem  et 
$imnunquani'tJianatio  coluit^^  Again—**  Gracorum  ingenia  ad 
f^Undum  farata /itnU**    SxZETEJfS. 

'■'  Re- 
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•    Re*'enter  Troilus. 

.    Tiroii  Aja'i  hath  ta'en  j^neas ;  Shall  it  be  ? 
No,  by  the  flame^of  yonder  glorious  heaven. 
He  fhall  not  carry  him  ;  Fll  be  taken  too,  ** 
Or  bring  him  off: — Fate,  hear  me  wh^t  I  fay  f  ' 
I  recfc  not  rhough  I  end  my  life  to-day*  [^Exit^ 

Enter  one  in  armour. 

HeB.  Stahd,  ftand,  thou  Greek ; .  thou  art  a  goodl/ 
mark : — 
Jf  o  ?  wilt  thou  not  ?— ^  I  like  thy  armour  well  j  v 
•  111  frufli  it,  and  unlock  the  rivets  all, 

Buc 

» 

'  — —  I  like  tfy  armffurivell;']  This  circumftance  is  taken 
from  Ly4gatc'8  poem,  page  196,: 

*^  Guldo  in  his  hiitorie  doth  (hew 

V  By  worthy  He^ior's  fall,  who  coveting 

*^  To  have  the  fumptuous  ;irmor  of  that  king,  &e# 

^*  So  greedy  was  therebfy  that  when  he  had 
^  The  body  up,  and  on  his  horfe  it  bare,        '  x 

**  To  have  the  fpoil  thereof  fuch  hafte  he  made^ 
**  That  He  did  hang  his  (hield  vMthout  all  care 
**  Behind  him  at  hie  back,  the  eafier 
*^  To  puU  the  armour  off  at  his-defire, 
**•  And  by  that  means  his  bread  clean  open  lay,/*  &c«^ 
This  fumifhed  Shakeipeare  with  the  hint  for  the  following  line  ^ 
I  am  miarmM  ;  forego  this  vantage,  Greek.    St  e  e  ve  i9S« 

^  nifrujb  //, 1    The  word  frujb  I  ncv«r  found  ©ifc- 

where,   nor   underiland  it.  •  Hanmer  explains  it,    to  bre^  (u? 
Irulfe.    Johnson.         ^  ^  ^  ^  *         ^  . 

To  frujh  a.  chicken,  is  a  term  in  carving  which  I  cannot  cx-f 
plain.  I  am  indebted  for  this  little  knowledge  of  it  to  E.  Smith'^ 
CampUtt  }}ufwifey  pubfiftiedin  174K  The  term  is  as  ancient  as 
Wynkyn  de  Worde's  Booh  of  Ktrvingt^  1 508.  Holinfhed,  de- 
fcnbing  the  foldiers  of  Richmond  making  thcmfelves  ready,  fays^ 
**  they  bent  their  bows,  and  frujhed  their  feathers  ;*'  and  (as 
Mr.  Toilet  has  obferved)  employs  it  again  in  his  Defer Iption  of  Irc" 
lanJ^  p.  29 :  **  When  they  are  fore  frujht  with  ficknefs,  or  fo 
farre  withered  with  age."    Tofrufhy  in  this  firft  inftance,  fays 


hcj 
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But  rU  be  mafter  of  it  :-^Wilt  thou  npt^beaft,  abide  ? , 
Why  tlicn,  fly  on,  VW  hunt  thee  for  thy  hide.    ££ri// 

,SC  E  N  E*'VII.-   ■  '■•. 

Tie  fame. 

Enter  Achilles ^  with  ^^rmidons. 

Achll.  Come  here,  about  jne,  you  my  Myrmidonfi^ 
Mark  what  I  fay,— Attend  me  jvhere  I  wheel :. 
Strike  not*  a  llroke,  but  keep  yourfelves  in  breath  ; 
And  when  I  have  the  btpody.  Hed;or  found. 
Empale  hiin  with  your  weapons  round  about ; 
In  fellcft  manner  execute  your  anns  ^     • 

»  •  »      ■ 

he,  fignifies  to  change  the  feathers  from  their  natural  fmcxrth  zuSi 
flopmg  poiition,  to  a  rough  perpendicular  one,  whereby  the  arrow 


ffies  the  ftea*dier  to  it«  mark,  and  whiftles  in  the  air.  In  the  fc- 
cond  inilance,  it  means  to  dijforder.  The'wotd  feems  to  be  fome-. 
times  ufed  for  any  a6^ion  of  violence  by  which  things  are  fepfkratedy 
difordered,  ordeltfoye;!,  ,     : 

So,  in  Hinders  EUofio  Libidinofo^  1606 ;  , ,      . 

>*  High  cedars  zrtfiuflsed  with  tempers,  when  lower  fhruhs  aie 
not  touched  with  the  wind."  .  ■ 

Again,  ia  Hans  Beer^fot^s  Imvifihk  Ctmtedy^  &c.  1618^ 
**  And  with  mine  arm  xafrujh  a.fturdy  lance.*' 
Again,  in  Hbe,  Hijiory  of^Hflyai  Knight  of  the  Sfwdn^  bU  1.  tK>  date:  ^ 

'*  —  fmote  him  fo  courageouily  with  his  fworde,  that  htjrufixd 
all  his  helni,  wherevyith  the  trie  fell  backward, '  &c;'* 
Ag^in,  in  Stanyhurft's  trauflatipn  of  the  firft  book  of  Virgifs 
mneid,  1582 : 

^^  All  \!o&friJhe  and  leavings  of  Greeks,  of  wrathful  Achilles*? 
Again, 

««  ji  that  knight  ^ntheous  haplye 

**  VJer^Jrupt^  or  remanent,  &c.**  •    ' 

Agaio,  in  Sir  John  Mandevile's  account  of  the  ma|^al  eateatai^« 
ments  exhibited  before  the  Grete  Ofon^  p*  285  : 

**  And  then  they  make  knyghtes  to  jouften  in  armei  fuUe  luityty, 
"  &c.— and  they ^^Z^fM  togidere  fulle  fiercely."        Stk£v£V««    '- 

' execute  your  arms.]    Thus  all  the  copies;  but  fuxely 

wtlhouldr^—- iu'/RTi.    STfiEvSKs, 

Fol- 


I 


•  • 
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•Follow  me,  firs,  and  my  proceedings  eye  :-— 

It  is  decreed — Hedtor  the  great  muil  die.      [^Ex^uttfi 

SCENE     VIIL 

^e  fame. 

J^nier  TherfueSy  MenelauSy  and  Paris. 

Theu  The  cuckold,  and  the  cuckold*maker  "are  at 
it:  Now,  bull !  now,  dog !  ''Loo,  Paris,  'loo  !  tiow 
my  double*-hen'd  fp^rrow!  'loo,  Paris,  loo!  The 
bull  has  the  game  : — 'ware  horns,  ho  ! 

,   [Exeunt  Paris  and  Mmiaus^ 

* 

Enter  Margavelon,-  '  • 

.  JMfir*  Turn,  •flaye,  and  fight.       .        ,         • 

Tker.  What  art  thou  ?   . 

Mar.  A  baftard  fon  of  Priam^s. 

Ther.  I  am  a  baftard  too ;  I  love  baftards  :  I  am  a 
baftard  begot,  baftard  inftruded,  baftard .  in  mind^ 
baftard  in  valour^  in  every  thing  illegitimate.  One 
bear  will  not  bite  another,  and  Wherefore  ihould  one^ 
baftard  ?  Take  heed,  the  quar,rers  moft  ominous  to- 
ns :  if  the  fon  of  a  whore  fight  for  a  whore,  he 
tempts  judgment:  Farewel,  baftard. 

Mir.  The  devil  take  thee,  coward !         [^Exeimfi 

SCENE     IX. 

Another  part  of  the  fields 
Enter  HeEtor. 

' '  HeSt:  Moft  putrified  core,  fo  fair  without^ 
Thy  goodly  arrnour  thus  hath  coft,  thy  life- 
Now-is  my  day's  work  done;  I'll  t^ke,  good  breath : 
R«tt,-fword  J  thou  haft  thy  fill  of  blood  and  death  h 

■    ■"  Enter  AchllkSy  and  his  Myrmidons. 

Achik  I^ook,.  Heiftor^  how- the  fun  begins. to  fetj 
How  ugly  night  comes  breathing  at  his  heels  : 

Even 
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'  Even  with  the  vail  and  dark'iiing  of  the  fun, . 
To  clofe  the  day  up^  He6:op*s  life  is  done. 

HeSi.  '  I  am  unarmed ;  forego  this  vantage,  Greek. 

Mil.  'Strike, fellows, ftrik?;  this  is  the  man  I  feek. 

iHeaor  falls. 
So,  Ilion,  fell  thou  next !  now,  Troy,  fink  down ;  / 
Here  lies  thy^  heart,  thy^finews,  and  thy  bone.— 
On,  Myrmidons ;  and  cry  you  all  amain,  * 
Achilles  bath  the  mighty  Hector  Jlain. 

*  Hark !  a  retreat  upon  our  Grecian  part* 

Myr.  The  Trojan  trumpets  found  the  like^  my  lord^ 

«  Even  iviih  /*^  vail— — ]  The  vdil  is,  I  tVihlc,  the  Jnkiai 
of  the  fun ;  not  veil  or  cover.    Jo  h  n  so  n  • 

*  lam  unarmed;  f&rego  this  vantage^  Greek^^  He6lory  in  Lyd<* 
gate's  poem,  falls  by  the  hand  of  Achilles  \  but  it  is  Troalus  who^ 
having  been  indofed  round  by  the  Myrmidons,  is  killed  after  his 
armour,had  been  hewn  from  his  body ^  which  was  afterwards  drawn 
tlttough  the  field  at  the  hoffe's  tail;  The  Oxford  Editor^  1  be- 
lieve, was  mifinformed  \  for  in  the  old  flory-book  of  The  Three 

•  LeJiruHions  of  Troy^  I  find  likewife  the  &me  account  given  of 

the  death  ofTroilus.  Hey  wood,  mhk  Rafe  of  Lucrece^  1658^ 
feems  to  have  been  indebted  to  fome  fuch  work  as  Hanmer  men* 
dons. 

<<  Had  j^uiilant  He6br  by  Achilles*  hand 
*'  Dy'd  m  a  fingle  monomacbie/  Achilles 
**  Had  been  the  worthy ;  but  being  (lain  by  odds^ 

•  '*  The  poorefi:  Myrmidon  had  as  much  honour 
*'  As  famt  Achilles,  in  the  Trojan's  death/* 

It  is  not  unpleafant  to  obferve  with  what  veheAience  Lydgatc^ 

who  in  the  grofieft  manner  has  violated  all  the  characters  drawn. 

by  Homer,  takes  upon  him  to  reprehend  the  Grecian  poet  as  the 

original  offender.    Thus  in  his  fourth  book : 

"  Oh  thou,  Horner^  for  ihame  be  now  fed, 
**  And  thee  amafethat  holdeft  thy  felfe  fo  wyfe, 
**  On  Achylles  to  fet  fuche  great  a  ptyfe 
**  In  thy  bokes  for  his  chyvalrye, 
**  Above  echone  that  doft  hym  magny fye, 
**.  That  was  fo  fleyghty  and  fo  full  ot  fraudc, 
it  "Why  geveft  thou  hym  fo  hye  a  prayfe  and  laude  ?'*' 

Steevens. 

*  ^irike^feUo^m^  Jlriie  i^-'^^'}  This  particular  of  Achilles  over-* 
powering  He6tor  by  numbers,  and  without  armour,  is  taken  froia 
theoldftory-book.  .  Hanmea. 

Vol.  IX.  '  *   M  Jchih 
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Jchil.  The  dragon  wiog  of  night  o'erfpreads  the 
earth, 
*  And,  ftickler-like,  the  armies  fep.arates. 
My  half-fupt  fword,  that  frankly  would  have  fed, 
Pleas'd  with  this  dainty  bit,  thus  goes  to  bed* — 
Come,  tie  his  body  to  mjJiorfe's  tail ; 
Along  the  field  I  will  the  Trojan  traiK  [Exeunt. 

Sound  retreat.     Shout. 

SCENE    %. 
The  fanUf 

Enter  Agamemnon,  Ajax,  Menelaus^    Nejlqrj   DiomedeSy 

and  the  refi,  marching.. 

Jga.  Hark  !  hark !  what  Ihout  is  that  I 

Neji.  Peace,  drums. 

Sol.  Achilles!  Achilles!  Heftpr's  llain  !.  Achilk^ ! 

D'lo.  The  bruit  is — He<5tor's  flain^  and  by.Achilks. 

^Ijax.  If  it  be  fo,  yet  braglefs  let  it  be ; 
Great  Hedlor  was  as  gqod  a  man  a3  he. 

Aga.  March  patiently  along,: — Let  one  b§  feat. 
To  pray  AcHilles  fee  us  at  our  tent.— — 
If  in  his  death  the  gods  have  us  befriended. 
Great  Troy  is  ours,  and,  our  fliarp  wars  are.  ejjded. 

[^Exeunf.^ 

*  Atid^  JUckler-Uke^-""'-^']  A^ickler  yrsLS  one  who  flood  by  to 
part  the  combatants  when  vi6lory  could  be  determined  without 
bloodfiied.  They  are  often  mentioned  by  Sidney.  **  Anthony 
**  (fays  Sir  Jho,  North  in  his  trinflation  o/  Plutarch)  was  himfelf 
"  in  perfon  ajlkkkr  x.o  part  the  yQung  men  when  they  had  fought 
**  enough."  They  were  called ^/tv^/eri,  from  carrying  fticks  or 
flaves  in  their  hands,  with  which  they  interpofed  betWeen  the 
duellifts.  We  now  call  thefe  filcklers—Jideftnen^  So  again,,  in 
a  comedy  called,  Fortune  hy  Land  and  Sea^  by  Heywood  and 
Rowley  :  "'tis  not  fit  that  every  apprentice  Ihouldwith  hisfhop- 
*'  club. play  between  us  the  J^ickler," 
Again,  m  the  tragedy  of  jP^z/W  il/tfn^w,  1613: 

"And  was  xiiQjikkler  'twixtmy  heart  and  him,-* 
Again,  in  Fulmus  TroeSy   1603: 

*'  A%Jiickkrs  in  their  nation's  enmity/*     Stb1bvens« 

SCENE 
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S  C  E  ?r  E     XL 

Another  part  of  the  field* 

«  ^ 

Enttr  JS^m,  and  Trojansi 

^ne.  Stand,  ho  !  yet  af e  we  matters  of  the  field : 
^  Never  g^  home ;  here  ftarve  we  out  the  night* 

Enter  TroilUJi* 

Trou  Hedor  is  flain* 

Jll.  Hedor  ? the  gods  forbid  ! 

Trou  He*s  dead ;  and  at  the  murderer's  horfe^s  tail,* 
In  beaftly  fort^  dragged  through  the  fhameful  field. — 

*  Frown  on^  you  heavens,  cftcft  your  rage  with  fpeed  I 
Skf  gods,  upon  your  thrones,  and  fmilc  at  Troy  ^  ! 
I  fay,  at  once  !  let  your  brief  plagues  be  merdy, 
And  linger  not  our  fure  deftru&ions  on ! 

^e.  My  lord,  you  do  difcomfort  all  the  hoft. 

froi.  You  underftand  mc  not,  that  tell  mc  fo : 
I  do  not  fpeak  of  flight,  of  fear,  of  death; 
But  dare  all  imminence,  that  gods,  and  men^ 
Addrefs  their  dangers  in.     Hecftedr  is  gone  ! 
Who  ihall  tell  Priam  fo,  or  Hecuba  ? 
Let  him,  that  will  a  fcreech-owl  aye  be  callM^ 
Go  in  to  Troy,  and  fay.there— -Hedior^s  dead  : 
There  is  a  word  will  Priam  turn  to  ftone ; 
Make  wells  smd  Niobes  of  the  maids  and  wives^ 
Cold  ftatues  of  the  youth  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
Scare  Troy  out  of  itfelf.     But,  m^rch,  away; 
He6k0r  is  dead ;  there  is  no  more  to  fay. 
Stay  yet ;— You  vile  abominable  tents, 

'  Never  go  home^  &c,]    This  line  is  in  the  quarto  given  to 
Troilus,    JoHKSON. 
♦ fnaile  dr#  Troyl^  Thus  the  ancient  copies ;  but  it  would 

•  better  agree  with  the  reft  of  Troilus's  wifh,  were  we  to  read : 

•— fmie  at  Troy, 

I  fay,  at  once !    Steevens* 

M'z    ■  Thus 
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Thus  proudly  pight  upon  our  Phrygian  plains. 

Let  Tit?fn  rife  as  early  as  he  dare, 

ril  through  and  through  you  ! — And  thou,  greats 

fiz'd  coward ! 
No  fpace  of  earth  Ihall  funder  bur  two  hates ; 
I'll  haunt  thee,  like  a  wicked  confcience  ftill. 
That  mouldeth  goblins  fwift  as  frenzy  thoughts.-— 
Strike  a  free  march  to  Troy ! — with  comfort  go ; 
Hope  of  revenge  Ihall  hide  our  inward  woe. 

lExeunt  ^neas,  ^c. 

Enter  Pandarus* 

Part.  Do  you  hear,  my  lord ;  do  you  hear  ? 
TroL  *  Hence, broker  lacquey !  ignomy  and  Ihame 
Purfue  thy  life,  and  live  aye  with  thy  name ! 

[^Exit  Troilus. 
Pan.  A  goodly  med'cine  for  my  aching  bones  !— 
Oh  world  !  world !  world  !  thus  is  the  poor  agent 

defpis'd ! 
O  traitors  and  bawds,  how  earneftly  are  you  fet  a' 
work,  and  how  ill  requited  !  Why  Ihould  our  endea- 
vour be  fo  ^  lov'd,  and  the  performance  fo  loathed  ? 
what  verfe  for  it  ?  what  inftance  for  it  ? — Let  me  fee  :— 
Full  merrily  the  humble-bee  doth  fing, 
*Till  he  hath  loft  his  honey,  and  his  fting  : 
But  being  once  fubdu'd  in  armed  tail, 
Sweet  honey  and  fweet  notes  together  fail,— 
Good  traders  in  the  flelh,fet  this  in  your  painted  cloths* 

« 

As  many  as  be  here  of  pander's  hall. 
Your  eyes,  half  out,  weep  out  at  Pandar's  fall  z 
Or,  if  you  cannot  weep,  yet  give  fome  groans. 
Though  not  for  me,  yet  for  your  aching  bones. 
Brethren,  and  fitters,  of  the  hold-door  trade. 
Some  twO;  months  hence  my  will  Ihall  here  be  made : 

»  Hcfice^  broker  lacquey  f  ]  So  the  quarto.    The  folio  has 

Irotber.     Johkson. 

♦  /<wV, 1  Quarto;  i%frV,  folio.    Tohn3on* 

It 
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It  fliould  be  now,  but  that  my  fear  is  this— 
'  Some  galled  goofe  of  Wincheftcr  would  hifs  : 
Till  then.  111  fweat,  and  feek  about  for  eafes ; 
And,  at  that  time,  bequeath  you  my  difeafcs.    [Ex//. 

^  Sme  galled  goofe  of  Wlnchefer"-^']    The  public  ftevrs  were 
anciently  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  biihop  of  Winchefter. 

Pope. 
Mr.  Pope*8  explanation  may  be  fupported  by  the  following  paf- 
fige  in  one  of  the  old  plays  of  which  my  negligence  has  lofl:  the  title : 
<*  Collier !  how  came  the  goofe  to  be  put  upon  you  ? 
**  ril  tell  thee :  The  term  lying  at  Wlncbefler  m  Henry  the 
Third's  day's,  and  many  French  women  coming  out  of  the  Jfle  of 
Wight  thither,  &c.  there  were  many  punks  in  the  town,  &c.** 
'  A  particular  fymptom  in  the  lues  ^venerea  was  called  a  Wincbefitr 
pefu    So  in  Chapman's  comedy  of  Monfieur  D*Olive^  1 606 : 
*•  — —  the  famous  fchool  of  England  call'd 
**  Wiqchefter,  famous  I  mean  for  the  ^^^,"  &c. 
AgsdnyBen  Jonfon,  in  his  poem  called.  An  Execration  on  FuUan: 
"  —  this  a  fparkle  of  that  fire  let  loofe, 
"  That  was  lock*d  up  in  the  Wtncheftrian  goofe^ 
*'  Bred  on  the  back  in  time  of  popery, 
**  When  Venus  there  maintain'd  a  myftery.'*  . 
In  an  ancient  fatire  called  Cockle  LorelUs  Bote^  bU  l.printed  by 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  no  date,  is  the  following  lift  of  the  di&renc 
rcudences  of  harlots : 

**  There  came  fuch  a  wyndc  fro  Winchefler^ 
•*  That  blewe  thefe  women  over  the  ryver, 
**  In  wherye  as  I  wyll  you  tell : 
**  Some  at  faynt  Kateryns^a^t.  agrounde, 
**  And  maxiy  in  Holborneyjtx^  founde, 
**  Some  at  iaynt  Gyles  I  trowe : 
**  Alfo  in  Av^ Maria  Aly^  and  at  Weftmenjler  5 
**  And  fomc  in  Sbordyche  drewe  theder, 
**  With  grete  lamentacyon ; 
**  And  by  caufe  they  have  loft  that  fiiyre  place, 
*•  They  wyll  bylde  jit  Colman  hedge  in  fpace,  &c»'* 
Hence  the  old  proverbial  fimile,  "  As  common  as  Coleman  Hedge  :^ 
now  Coleman  ftreet,    Steevens. 

There  are  more  hard,  bombaftical  phrafes  in  the  ferious  part  of 
this  Play,  than,  I  believe,  can  be  picked  out  of  any  other  fix  Plays 

^^  Shakefpeare.    Take  the  following  fpecimens: Tortivey'^ 

Pf^fiftit^e^ — protraBi'vey  '^importUfs^-^infifture^  —  deracinate^  —  JSr- 
ffidable*  And  in  the  next  Pii^^^^paft 'proportion^ — nnrej^e^ive^^^ 
fropHgnation^^-felf-aJfumptiony  '^felfadmijion^'^alfuhjugate^  ^king-^ 

''-^V,  &c.    Tyrwhitt. 

M3  THIS 


\ 
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THIS  play  Is  mofe  corredly  written  tMn  mcft  of  Sh6]te(|ieore1l 
compoiitions,  but  it  is  not  one  of  thofe  in  which  either  the  extent 
of  his  views  or  elevation  of  his  fancy  Is  fully  clifplayed.  As  the 
flory  abounded  with- materials ,  he  has  exerted  little  invention; 
but  he  has  diyerfified  his  charaji^erfi  ^tk  ^cftt  vadety,  and  pf <« 
ferved  them  with  great  exa^nefs.  His  Vicious  chara£lers  fometimes 
jdiisui^  but  cannot  cotrupt,  for  both  Creffida  and  Pandarus  are  de- 
tefted  and  contenatied.  The  comic  charad^ers  fe^m  to  have  beea 
the  favourites  of  the  writer  5  they  are  of  the  fuperficial  kifad,  and 
exhibit  more  of  manners  than  nature  ;  but  they  are  copioiifly  fill- 
ed and  powerfully  imprefTed.  Shakefpeare  has  in  his  flory  follow^ 
ed,  for  the  greater  part,  the  old  book  of  Caxtooi  which  was  then 
very  popular;  but  the  'character  of  Thcrfitesj  of  which  it  makes 
no  mention,  is  a  proof  tKat  this  play  was  written  aftter  dhapman 
had  publifhed  his  verHon  of  Homer.    Johnson. 

The  firfi  feven  books  of  Chapman ^s  Hcmer  were  publifhed  lit 
the  year  159^1  and  again  in  1598.  iThey  were  dedicated  as  fol- 
lows :  To  the  moft  hjonowred  now  living  inftance  of  the  Achilleian  viv" 
tues  eternized  hy  olivine  Homere^  the  Earl^  of  JEMexe^  Eari  Mat" 
fbally  i^c :  and  an  anonymous  Interlude,  called  The&sttes  hi^ 
HutnQurs  and  Conceits^  had  been  publiihed  in  1598*     St££V£NS« 

How  the  devil  luxury,  luith  his  fat  rump  and  potatoe  finger^ 
tickles  thefe  together. 1 

Luxuria  was  the  appropriate  term  ufed  by  the  fchool  divines, 
to  exprefs  the  fin   of  incontinence,  which  ^iccordingly  is  callea 
luxury y  in  all  our  old  £ngli(h  Writers.     In  the  Sumnne  Theohgia 
Compendium  of  Tho.  Aquinas,  P.  2«  H.  Quseft.  CLIV.  is  de  LuX" 
via  Partihus^  which  the  author  diftributes  under  the  heads  of 
Simplex  Fornifah'o^    Adulteriuviy    Inceftus^  Stuprum^  Rapt^iSy  &Cy 
ana  Chaucer,  in  his  Parfon^s  Tale^  defcanting  on  the  feven  dead* 
ly  fins,  treats  of  this  under  the  title,  De  Luxuria,    Hence  in  K^ 
Lear,  our  author  ufes  the  word  in  this  peculiar  fenfe : 
"  To't  Z.»;t»ry  pelUmell,  for  I  want  foldiersV" 
And  Middleton,  in  his  Game  ofChefs^   \^^^* 

*'  ■■■    ■'  in  a  room  filPd  all  with  Aretin^%  pid^ures, 

f*  (More  than  the  twelve  labours  of  Z^iwfwry) 

*'  Thou  (halt  not  fo  much.a§  the  ch^e  pumJmelfea 

*f  Of  Xi^crcV  dagger." 

But  why  Is  luxury^  or  lafcivioufnefs,  faid  to  have  z  potatoe 
^j.^rf— — This  root,  which  was  in  our  author's  time  but  newly 
imported  from  America,  was  copiidered  as  a  rare  exotic,  and  of-* . 
teemed  a  very  ftrong  provocative*  As  the  plant  i^  fo  common 
now,  it  may  entertain  the  reader  to  fee  how  it  is  defpribcd  by 
Gerard  in  his  Herhal^  1597,  p.  760. 

J'  This  plant  which  is  called  of  fome  Skyrrits  of  Peru,  is  gene? 
rally  of  us  called  Potatus^  or  Potatoes '-^'-^  There  is  not  any  that 
jiath  written  of  this  plant— therefore,  I  refer  the  dpfcription  there-? 
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of  unto  thofc  that  (hall  -hereafter  have  further  knowledge  of 
the  fame,  t^et  I  hdve  had  in  wy  garden  divers  roots  (that 
I  bought  at  th€  Exchange  in  L6ndon)  where  they,  flouri(h-. 
cd  until ,  winter,  at  which  tinic  they  perifhed  and  rotted. 
They  are  ufifed  to  b^  eaten  roafted  in  the  aflies.  Some,  when  they 
be  fo  roafled,  infufe  them  and  fop  them  in  wine ;  and  others,  to 
^t  tUtm  the  greater  grace  in  eating,  do  boil  them  with  prunesi- 
Howfoever  they  be  drcfled,  they  comfort,  nourifh,  and  ftrength- 
en  the  bbdie,^  propure  3i?^//x  Tup^  and  that  ivith greedinefsJ** .. 

Draytdn,  in  the  20th  fong  of  his  PolyoWion^  introduces  the 
lame  idea  concerning  t\iQ  Jtirht : 

"  The Jkirrety  which,  fome  fay,  in  Micts/tirs  the  hloodJ* 

Skakefpeare  alludes  to  this  quality  of  potatoes^  in  the  Merry . 
Wi*Oei  6f  Wtndfor : 

<*  ■  Let  the  fky   rain  potatoes^  hail  kiflin^  comfits^  and 

friow  ering056s  ;  let  a  tempeft  of  provocation  come*" 

Ben  Jonfofi  tJ^tJ^ticmihotatoepies  in  E^very  Matt  out  of  his  Hu* 
mufy  among  othef^^M  u/t^uous  meats : 

So  J.  He3rwood,  in  the  EkgUJh  Traveller^  ^^S^f 

**  Caviafe,  fturgedtt,  anchovies,  pickled  oyftersj  yea 
**  KnA^ potato  pie:  befides  all  thtdfe, 
"  What  thinkeitt  rare  and  coftly  ?"  . 

Again,  lai^e^Dumh  Knight^  1^33  • 

*'  — truly  I  think  a  marrow-bone  py^,  candied  eringoes,  pre- 
fcrved  dates ^  or  marmalade  of  cantharides,  were  mvch  better  har- 
bingers ;  cbckfparronjss  ftew*d,  dove*s  ^brains,  or  fwan's  plzzds, 
are  "vtry  provocative ;  r6a^t^d  potatoes^  or  boiled  Ikcrrets,  are 
youronly  lofty  diflies." 
Again,  in  Decker's  Honeft  JVIj^^e^  1635  : 

'*  If  file  be  a  woman ,  marrow-bone$  and /9/4r/iv-//>i  keep  me, 

Again,  m  J phafteMaid  of  Cheapjidi:^  by  Middleton,  1620: 
^*  You  might  have  fpar'd  this  bancjuet  of  eringoes, 
"  Artichoj^es,  potatoes  ^  and  your  butter'd  crab:  ^ 
*'  They  were  fitter  kept  for  your  own  wedding  cfinner. " 

Again,  in  Chapman's  Mm  Day^  16  u  : 

►  "  ^ — a  banquet  of  oyffer-pies,  ficerret-roots, /^/dr/^?^^,  eringoes, 

and  divers  other  whetibnes  ot  venery." 

Again,  in  Decker's  If  this  he  not  a  good  Play  th^  Devil  is  in  //,  1 6 1 2 ; 
*'  Potatoes  eke,  if  .you  fhSl  lack, 
"  To  corroborate  the  back." 

f^g^my  m  Jockos  Drum* s  Entertainment^   1 601: 
"  —  by  Gor  an  me  had  know  4is,  nie  woode  have  eat  fom  po^ 

tatosy  or  ringoe." 

Again,  in  fir  W.  D^Avenaiit^s  Love  and  Honour^  1649 : 
*^  You  fhall  find  me  a  kind  of  fparrow,  widoytr  | 
♦*  A  barley ^orb  goes  as  far  as  ^poiatoe^^ 

M  4  Again, 
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Affin^  in  The  Gho/i^' 16^0: 

**  Then,  the  fine  broths  I  daily  had  fent.to  me, 
-♦*  Potatoe  ^aMeSj  luily  marrow-pies,  &€•'* 
Again^  in  HiftriomaftiXj  or  the  Flayer  yohipt^  1610: 

♦'  Give  your  pliay-gull  a  ftool,  and  my  lady  her  fo6l, 
**  And  her  \3&\tx  potatoes  and  marrow,** 
Nay,  fo  notorious  were  the  virtues  of  this 'root,  that  W.  W. 
the  old  tranilator  of  the  Menoechmi  of  Plautus^  >  5  9  S  >  ^^^  introduced 
them  into  that  comedy*  When  Menoechmus  goes  to  the  houfe 
of  his  mifbefs  Erotium  to  befpeak  a  dinner,  he  adds,  ^^  Harke  ye^ 
fomeoyfters,  a  mary-bone  pie  or  two,  fome  artichockes,  and^r< 
taio-roots ;  let  our  other  difhes  be  as  you  pleafe." 

Again,  in  Greene's  Dtjputation  between  a  Hee  Conycatcher  and 
a  Shee  Co»ycatch(ry  IC92  :  **  I  pray  you,  how  many  badde  prof* 
fittes  againe  growls  nrom  whoores.  Bridewell  wou}de  have  veric 
fewe  tenants,  the  hofpittall  woulde  wante  patientes,  and  th^.fur-y 
gians  much  woorke :  the  apothecaries  woulde  have .  furphaliag 
water  znd  potato^rdots  lye  deade  on  their  handes/* 
Again,  in  Cynthia*s  Revels j  by  Ben  Jonfon* 

**  —'tis  your  onlydifh,  above  all  your /^/<j/<7«  or  oyUer-pies 
iii  the  world." 

Again,  in  the  Elder  Brother^  by  B.  and  Fletcher : 
♦*  A  banquet — well,  potatoes  and  eringoes, 
^*  And  as  I  take  it,  cantharides — Es^cellent  !** 
Ag^iDy  in  xh^Loyal Si^hjeH^  by  the  fame  authors : 

•*  Will  your  lordfhip  pleafe  to  tafte  a  &ac  potato  f 

**  *T will  advance  your  withered  ftate, 

**  Fill  your  honour  full  of  noble  itches,  &c." 

Again,  'in  The  Martial  MaiJy  by  B,  and  Fletcher : 

*f  Will  your  iadyihip  have  a  potatoe^pie?  'tis  a  good  ftining 
difh  for  an  old  lady  after  a  long  lent." 
Again,  in  the  Sea  Foyage,  by  the  fame  authon ; 


ic 


Oh,  for  fome  eringoes, 


**  Potatoes^  or  cantharides!" 

Again, 

**  See  provoking  difhes,  candied  eringoef 

**  And  potatoes.** 
Again,  in  The  Pi^ure^  by  Maffinger : 

ii  __  he  hath  got  a  pyc 

*'  Of  marrowrbones,  /<?/tf/<;^i  and  eringoes,** 
Again,  in  Maffinger's  }few  Way  to  pay  old  Debts: 

•♦•  ■  I  *tis  the  quinteiTencc 

^*  Of  ^\t  cocks  of  the  game,  ten  dozen  o"'  fparr  jws, 

**  Knuckles  of  veal,  potatcenroots  and  marrow, 

**  Coral  and  ambergns,  &c. 
Again,  in  the  Guardian^  by  the  fame  author ; 


-A 
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U/ 


PotargOi 


•*  Potatoes^  marrow,  caviare ** 

Again,  in  the  City  Madanij  by  the  fame : 

"  — — •  prefcnbes  my. diet,  and  foretells 
**  My  dreams  when  I  t2X potatoes,** 

Taj^f  the  Water  poet  ^  likewife,  in  his  character  of  zSawJ^ 
tfcribes  the  fame  qualities  to  this  eenial  root. 
Again,  Decker  in  his  Gul^s  HonSook^  1609 : 

**  PotatO'pUs  and  cuftards  flood  like  the  fioful  fuburbs  of  cook^ 
cry,  &c.** 
Agun,  m  Marflon*s  SatireSy  1599: 

ci  ■  camj)hire  and  lettice  chafie,      , 

**  Are  now  calhier'd— now  Sophi  'ringoes  eate, 
**  Candi*d  potatoes  are  Athenians*  meate. " 
Again,  inHolinflied's  Chronicky  Defcription  ofEnglaniy  pt  167 : 

^*  Of  the/4»/ii/a  and  fuch  venerous  roots,  &c.,  I  ipeake  not/' 
Laftly,  in  fir  John  ^2Lmngtoii\* Metamorpbojjs  ofAjax^  ^59^  • 

^<  Perhaps  you  have  been  ufed  to  your  dainties  of  potatoes^  of 
caveaie,  enngus,  plums  of  Genowa,  all  which  may  well  encreaf^ 
yourappedte  tofeverall  evacuations/' 

\vL^^GoodHupwin)es  JenijeU^  a  book  of  cookery  publiihed  ia 
1596,  I  find  the  following  receipt  to  make  a  tarte  that  is  a  courage 
te  a  man  or  woman : 

"  Take  two  quinces  and  twoo  or  three  hurre  rootes,  and  a  PO* 
TATON  ;  and  pare  your  POT  AXON  and  fcrape  your  roots  and 
put  them  Into  a  quarte  of  wine,  and  let  them  boyle  till  they  bee 
tender  and  put  in  an  ounce  oidates^  and  when  they  be  boiled  ten- 
der, drawe  them  through  a  firainer,  wine  and  all,  and  theii  put 
in  the  yolkes  of  eight  egges,  and  the  braynes  of  three  or  four  cocke* 
fparrowesy  and  fhraine  them  into  the  other,  and  a  little  rofe-water» 
and  feeth  them  all  with  fugar,  cinnamon,  and  ginger,  and  cloves 
and  mace;  and  put  in  a  little  fweet  butter,  and  fee  it  upon  a  cha« 
fing-difli  of  coles  between  two  platters,  to  let  it  boyle  till  It  bo 
fomething  bigge." 

Gerard  elfewhere  obferres  in  his  Herbal,  that  **  potatoes  xsaj 
ferve  as  a  ground  or  foundation  whereon  the  cunning  confedioner 
pr  fugar-baker  may  worke  and  frame  many  comfortable  coofenres 
wd  reftorative  fweetmeats." 

Thefiime  venerable  botanift  likewife  adds,  that  theftalk  ofcUt^ 
hurre  ^^  beipg  eaten  rawe  with  fait  and  pepper,  or  boiled  in  the 
t>roth  of  fat  nieat,  is  plenfant  to  be  eaten,  ^ndjiirreth  up  venereal 
mtionSf    It  likewife  iirengtheneth  the  hack^  &c/' 

Speaking  of  i/ij/f^,  he  fays,  that  "thereof  be  made  divers  ex- 
cellent cordial  comfortable  and  nouriihing  medicines,  and  that  pro- 
cure lu/t  of  the  body  very  mightilyj*  He  alfo  mentions  quinces  as 
having  the  fame  virtues. 

We  may  likewife  add,  that  Shakefpeare's  own  authority  for 
ibe  efficacy  of  quinces  ^nd  dates  is  not  waiting.    He  has  certainly 

in- 
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introduced  them  both  as  proper  to  be  employed  in  the  wedditig 
dinner  of  Paris  and  Juliet : 

**■  They  call  for  dates  und  ^fuhtcej  m  the  paftry." 

It  appears  from  Dr.  Campbell^s  f^cUtlcal  Surnj^  af  GreatRritdln^ 
that /(7Atf/^^/ were  brought  into  Ireland  about  the  year  1610,  and 
that  they  eame  firfl  from  Ireland  ipto  Lancaihire.  It. was  however 
forty  years  beTdre  they  were  m\icb  cuhivatcd  about  London.  At 
this  time  they  were  dijtinguifhed  from  the  Spanifli  by  the  name  <*f 
Y  It  ^ma  p$t  a  fses,^  or  latiata J  J  which  is  the  I  tidian  denomination 
of  the  Spahifti  fort.  The  Indians  in  Virginia  called  tncm  t^nanb. 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  the  firfl  who  planted  them  in  Ireland* 
Authors  differ  as  to  the  nature  of  this  vegetable^  as  well  as  in  refpc6t 
of  the  country  ffom  whence,  it  originally  came.  Switzer  calls  it 
Si/arum  Pehunfianufff,  i.  e.  tbtjiirret  of  Peru.  Dt,  Hill  feys  it  is 
s^felartum^  and  uiother  very  reipei^ble  natnralift  ccfMceivea  it  tf> 
be  a  ndthji  of  Mexico^  * 

The  accumililatioh  of  mitancesMn  this  note  istt>  be  regarded  ai 
a  proof  hoW  often  dark  alluiionjs  iiright  be  cleaned  up,  if  commen-» 
^tors  were  diligent  in  their  refearche?.    Colli n9« 
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Peribns  Reprelehted, 

Cymbcline,  hng  of  Britain. 
Cloten,  fon  to  the  queen  hy  a  former  hujband. 
Leonatus  Pofthumus,  a  gentleman  married  to  theprincefs. 
Belarius^  a  banifhed  lora,   difguifed  under  the  name  of 
Morgan. 

Arviragus,  j       Cadwal^  fuppofed  fom  to  Belarius. 

Philario,  an  Italian^  friend  to  Pojihumus* 

lachimo,  friend  to  Philario. 

Caius  Lucius,  ambajfador  from  Rome* 

Pifanip,  fervfintjo  Pofihumtis^  \.    . 

A  French  Gentleman. 

Cfernelius,  a  Phyfician. 

Two  Gentlemen. 


Guiderius,  7  difguifed  under  the  names  of  Polydore  and 


^een,  wife  to  Cymbeline. 

Imogen,  daughter  to  Cymbeline  by  a  former  queen. 

Helen,  woman  to  Imogen. 

Lords ^  Ladies,  Roman  Senators,  a  Tribune,  Apparitions, 
a  Soothfcyer,  Captains,  Soldiers,  Mejfengers,  and  other 
Attendants. 


SCENE,  fometimes  in  Britain  ;  fometimes  in  Italy. 
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ACT     I.       SCENE     I. 

Cymbeline^s  palace  in  Britain. 

Enter  two  Gentlemen. 

I  Gent.  ^  You  do  not  meet  a  man,  but  frowns  : 
our  bloods 
No  more  obey  the  heavens,  than  our  courtiers'. 
Still  feem,  as  does  the  king's. 
^  Gent.  But  what's  the  matter  ? 

I  Gent. 

'  Mr.  P^'fuppofed  the  ftory  of  this  play  to  have  been  borrowM 
from  a  novel  of  Boccace ;  but  he  was  mifbken,  as  an  imitation  of 
it  is  found  in  an  old  ilory-book  entitled,  Wefiwmrdfor  SmeltSm 
Thfs  imitation  differs  in  as  many  particulars  from  the  Italian  no* 
vtlift,  as  from  Shakefpeare,  though  they  concur  in  the  more  con-^ 
fiderable  parts  of  the  fable.  It  was  publifhed  in  a  quarto  pamph- 
let 1603.    This  is  the  only  copy  of  it  which  I  have  hitherto  feen* 

There  is  a  late  entry  of  it  in  die  books  of  the  Stationers*  Com- 
pany, Jan.  1^199  where  it  is  faid  to  have  been  written  hy  Kittof 
Kingfton*    Steevens. 

*  Touda  notmeetaman^  hut  frowns:  our  bloods 
No  more  obey  the  heavens  ^  than  our  courtiers 
Still  feem,  as  does  the  king*s^'\  The  thought  is  this :  we  are 
not  now  (as  we  were  wont)  influenced  by  the  weather,  but  by  the 
king's  looks.  We  no  more  ohey  the  heavens  [the  iky]  than  our  cour* 
tiers  obey  the  heavens  [God]  •  By  which  it  appears  that  the  read« 
ing— 0«r  hloodsy  is  wrong.  For  though  the  Uood  may  be  aff^dted 
with  the  weather,  yet  that  afiedion  is  difcovered  not  by  change 
oicelouTy  but  by  change  of  countentmcem  And  it  is  the  outv^ard 
not  the  fVnvVir^  change  that  is  here  talked  of,  as  appears  from  the 
^(xtifeem.    We  fhould  read  therefore  : 

_««««««—_«.  our  BROWS 

No  more  obey  the  heavens,  &c. 
Which  is  evident  from  the  precedent  words, 
You  do  not  meet  a  man  h\xi  frowns* 

And 
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I  Gent.  His  daughter,  and  the  heir  df  his  kingdom, 
whom 

He 

And  from  the  following, 

m  But  not  a  courtier, 

Altho'  they  wear  their ^c^i  to  the  Bent 

Of  the  king!s  looky  but  hath  a  heart  that  Is 

Cxlad  at  the  thing  they/cvwl  at,  ■ 
Tht  Oxford  SJUar  improves  upon  this  emeD4ation,  and  reads, 
•  our  looks 

No  more  obey  the  heart  ev'n  than  our  courtiers.. 
But  by  venturing  too  far,  at  afecond  emendation,  he  has  flript  it 
of  all  thought  ^nd  fentiment.    Warburtoi^. 

This  pafi&ge  is  fo  difficult,  that  commentators  may  difer  con- 
cerning it  without  animofity  or  ihame.  Of  the  two  emendations 
propofed,  Hanm^  is  the  more  licentious ;  but  he  makes  the 
fenfe  clear,  and  leaves  the  reader  an  eafy  paiTage.  Dr.  Warburton 
has  cdrredted  with  more  caution,  but  lefs  improvement:  his  rea- 
foning  upon  his  own  reading  it  fo  obfcure  and  perplexed^  that  I 
fufpeSfome  injury  of  the  prefs.— — I  am  now  to  tell  my  opinion, 
which  is,  that  the  lines  ftand  as  they  were  originally  written,  and 
that  a  paraphrafe,  fuchas  the  licentious  and  abrupt  expreffions  of 
our  author  too  frequently  require,  will  make  emendation  unnecef- 
fary*  H^e  do  not  meet  a  man  but  fromins ;  our  bloods — our  coun- 
tenances, which,  in  popular  ^cch,  are  faid  to  be  regulated  by 
the  temper  of  the  blood, -^if^  more  obey  the  laws  of  beanfen^-'-^vf\ith. 
dire6l  us  to  appear  what  we  really  are,*^/^tf»  our  courtiers  i^^thut 
is,  than  the  bloods  of  our  courtiers ;  but  our  bloods,  like  dusirs,-* 
Jillfeemj  as  doth  the  fungus*    JoHNSOsr. 

In  the  Torkjhire  Tragedy  1619,  which  has  been  attributed  0 
Shakefpeare,  blood  appears  to  be  ufed  for  incUuation : 

<*  For  'tis  our  blood  to  love  what  we  are  forbidden.^ 
Again,  in  AT,  Lear,  a6k  IV.  ic.  ii. 

*•  — .  Were  It  my  fitnefs 

**  To  let  thefe  hands  obey  my  blood.** 
Ib  JT.  Henry  nil.  aft  lil.  fc.  iv,  is  the  fame  thought : 
^  ^*  —  fubje^k  to  your  countenance,  glad,  or  fbrry» 

♦•  As  1  faw  it  inclined,"    Stbevbns. 
]  would  propofe  to  make  this  paiTage  clear  by  a  very  iHght  al- 
teration, only  leaving  out  the  laft  letter :  , 

You  do  not  n»eet  a  man  but  frowns :  our  blooda 

No  more  obey  the  heavens  than  our  courtiers 

Still  feem,  as  does  the  king.  ■ 

That  is,  Still  look  as  the  ling  does  i  or,  as  he  exprdOes  It  a  little 
£fierently  afterwards : 

—  wear  their  faces  to  the  bent 

Of  the  king* s  look.    Tyrwhitt.' 
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He  purposed  to  his  wife's  fole  fon,  (a  widow,^ 
TKat  late  he  married)  hath  refecr'd  nerfelf 
Unto  a  poor,  J3Ut  worthy  gentleman :  She's  we44cd  5 
Her  hufband  banifliM ;  Ifee  imprifon'd  :  all 
Is  outward  forrow  ;  though,  1  think^  the  ]fin^ 
Be  touched  at  very  heart. 
2  Gent.  None  but;  th^  king  ? 

1  GenL  He,  that  hath  loS  her,  tK?©  i   &  is  the 

•  queen. 
That  moft  dcfir'd*  the  match :  But  not  a  courtier. 
Although  they  ^yea^  their  faces  to  t;he  bent 
Of  the  king's  looks,  hath  a  heart  that  is  upt 
Glaid  at  the  thing  they  fcowi  at. 

2  Gent.  And  why  fo  ? 

1  Gent.  He  that  hath  mifs*d  the  princefs,  is  a  thing 
Too  bad  for  bad  report :  and  he  tr^at  hath  her, 

(I  mean,  that  marry'd  her, — ajack,  good  man  !— 
'  And  therefore  bajiilh'd)  is  a.  creature  fuch 
Asy  to  feek  through  the  regions  of  the  earth 
For  one  hisjike,,  there  would  be  fomething  failing 
In  him  that  Ihould  compare.     I  do  not  think. 
So  fair  an  outward,  and  fuch  ftulF  within. 
Endows  a  rnan  but  he. 

2  Gent.  You  fpeak  him  far. 

I  Gent.  ^  I  do  extend  him,  fir,  within  bimfdf ; 

.    €rulh 

'  The  original  reading  was  probably  this  7 

■  bur  bloods 

No  more  obey  the  heavens ;  the^  are  courtlans : 

Still  leem  aa  does  the  king's. 
i.e.  our  countenances  no  longer  depend  on  each^^  ']nflui^nice» 
by  which  in  the. ordinary  courle  "of  things  they  are  regulated;  they 
are  become  mere  courtiers :  Hill  are  dreft  either  in  ftnik^  or, 
frowns,  according  to  the  hent  of  the  king^s  look.  Ma  lone. 
^  /  DQ  EXTEND  him^  JtVy  within  him/elf;']  I  extend  him 
within  himfelf :  my  praife,  however  extenfrve^  is  withia  his  me^ 
tit.    Johnson. 

Perhaps  this  paifage  may  be  fbmewhat  illufl;rate(lby^h^£4'i' 
lewing  lines  in  Troitus  and  Crejiday  a6t  iii :  ^ 

*'  >  no  man  is  the  lord  of  any  thinfi:^ 
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Cruih  him  together,  rather  than  unfold 
His  meafure  duly. 

2  Gent.  What's  his  name,  and  birth  ? 

I  Gent.  I  cannot  delve  him  to  the  root :  His  fathef 
Was  ciaird  Sicilius,  who  did  join  his  honour, 
Againii  the  Romans,  with  Caffibelan ; 
But  had  his  titles  by  Tenantius,  whom 
He  fervid  with  glory  and  admir'd  fuccefs ; 
So  gained  tlie  fur-addition,  Leonatus  : 
And  had,  befides  this  gentleman  in  queftlon. 
Two  other  fons ;  who,  in  the  wars  o'thq  time, 
Dy*d  with  their  fwords  in  hand :  for  which,  their 

father 
(Then  old  and  fond  of  iflue)  took  fuch,  forrow. 
That  he-quit  being ;  and  his  gentle  lady, 
Big  of  this  gentleman,  our  theme,  deceased 
As  he  was  born.     The  king,  he  takes  the  babe 
To  Tiis  proteftion ;  calls  him  Pofthumus ; 
Breeds  him,  and  makes  him  of  his  bed-chamber  : 
Puts  to  him  all  the  learning  that  his  time 
Could  make  him  the  receiver  of;  which  he  took. 
As  we  do  air,  fall  as  'twas  minifterM ;  and 
In  his  fpring  became  a  harveft :  *  Llv'd  in  court, 
(Which  rare  it  is  to  do)  moft  prais'd,  moft  lov'd: 
A  fample  to  the  youngeft;  to  the  more  mature, 
*  A  glafs  that  feated  them ;  and  to  the  graver, 

A  child 

**  Till  he  communicate  his  parts  to  others : 
•    •*  Nor  dpth  he  of  himfelf  know  them  for  aught, 
**  'Till  he  behold  them  form*d  in  the  applaufe 
**  Where  they  are  extended^^  Sec.    Steevens. 
liv^d  in  courts 


(Which  rare  it  is  to  do)  mojl  prals^d^  mofi  lom^d:]  This  en* 
comium  is  high  and  artful.  To  be  at  once  in  any  great  degree, 
Uved  and  fraifed^  is  truly  rare.    Johnson, 

•  A  glafs  that  featured  them\ J     Such  is  the  reading  in  all 

die  modern  editions,  I  know  not  by  whoip  firfl  fubftituted,  for 

A  glafs  that J^^r^i/ them  ; 
1  liaye  diiplacedy^^/i^rV,  though  it  can  plead  long  prefcription, 
tecai^Iam  inclined  to  think  th^t  feared  has  the .  better  title. 

Mir* 
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A  ehild  that  guided  dotards  :  to  his  miflrefs^ 
For  whom  he  now  is  baiiifh^i — her  own  pri(ie 
Proclaims  how  (he  effeemM  him  and  his  virtue ; 
By  her  eleftion  may  be  truly  readi 
What  kind  of  man  he  is* 

2  GenL  I  honour  him 
Even  out  of  your  reporti     But^  pray  you,  tell  me^ 
Is  fhe  fole  child  to  the  king  ? 

I  Gentk  His  only  child. 
He  had  two  fons,  (if  this  be  worth  your  hearing, 
Mark  it)  the  eldeft  of  them  at  three  years  old, 
I^  the  fwathing  clothes  the  other,  from  their  nurfetf 
Were  ftolen ;  and  to  this  hour,  no  guefs  in  knowledge 
Which  way  they  went. 

Mimtfr  was  ft  farourite  wotd  in  that  age  for  an  exampUi  or^ 
fmtm^  by  noting  which  the  manners  were  to  be  formed,  as  drefa 
is  regulated  by  looking  in  a  glafs.  When  Don  Bellianis  is  filled 
tht  Mirrmr  rfKnighttood^  the  idea  given  is  not  that  of  a  glafs  in 
which  every  knight  mav  behold  his  own  refemblance,  but  an  ex-« 
ample  to  be  viewed  by  Knights  as  often  as  a  glafs  is  looked  upon 
by  girls  ;  tQ  be  viewed^  that  they  may  know,  not  what  they  are* 
but  what  they  ought  to  be.  Such  a  glafs  m^yfear  the  more  mature^ 
as  difplaying  excellencies  which  they  have  arrived  at  maturity 
without  attaining*     To  fiar^  is  here,  as  in  other  places,  to  frights 

lifsatid  be  tne  right  word,  it  mull,  I  think,  be  explained 
thus:  a  glafs  that  formed  them  ;  a  model,  by  the  contemplation 
and  iofpedioh  of  which  they  formed  their  manners^    Johnson, 

Fiatedh  the  old  reading. 

This  parage  may  be  wdLI  explained  by  another  in  the  firfi  part 
^  Kit^  Henry  lY: 

•  ■  "         tie  «u«f  J  indeed  the  glafs 
JFheriin  the  noile youths  did  drtik  the/n/elvesi 

Again,  Ophelia  defcribes  Hamlet,  as 

The  gla/s  of  fajhion^  and  the  mould  of  form* 
Todrefs  themfelves  therefore  m^y  be  to  form  themfelves* 

Brtjfet^  in  French,  is  to  form.  To  drefs  a  Spaniel  is  to  break 
him  io« 

Ftat  is  nic€^  exaS*    So  in  the  Tempejt : 

hoky  havo  well  my  garments  fit  upon  mej 

Much  feater  than  before. 

To  feat  therefore  may  be  a  verb  meaning — to  render  nlce^  exaH: 
by  the  drefe  of  Pofthu^us,  even  the  more  mature  courtiers  con** 
descended  to  regulate  their  external  appearance*    Steevens. 

VoL.IX,  N  %GenU 
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2  Gent*  How  long  is  this  ago  ? 

1  Gent.  Some  twenty  years. 

2  Gent.  That  a  king's  children  Ihould  be  fo  con- 

veyed ! 
So  Hackly  guarded  !  And  the  fearch  fo  flow. 
That  could  not  trace  them  I 

1  Gent.  Howfoe'er  'tis  ftrange, 

Or  that  the  negligence  may  well  be  laugh'd  at. 
Yet  is  it  true,  fir.  n 

2  Gent.  I  do  well  believe  you. 

I  Geni\  We  muft  forbear  :  Here  comes  the  gen- 
tleman. 
The  queen,  and  princefs,  [Exeunt. 

SCENE        11. 

Luter  the  S^ueeny  PoJihumuSy  Imogen,  and  attendants. 

Oueen*    No,  be   aflur*d,  you  fliall   not  find  me, 
daughter, 
After  the  flander  of  moft  ftep-mothers, 
Evil-ey'd  unto  you  :  you  are  my  prifoner,  but. 
Your  gaoler  Ihall  deliver  you  the  keys 
That  lock  up  your  reftraint.     For  you,  Pofthumus, 
So  foon  as  1  can  win  the  offended  king, 
I  will  be  known  your  advocate :  marry,  yet 
The  fire  of  rage  is  in  him ;  and  'twere  good. 
You  lean'd  unto  his  fentence,  with  what  patience 
Your  wifdom  may  inform  you. 

Poft.  Pleafe  your  highnefs, 
I  will  from  hence  to-day. 

^een.  You  know  the  peril : '- 

I'll  fetch  a  turn  about  the  garden,  pitying 
The  pangs  of  barr'd  affections  ;  though  the  king 
Hath  charg'd  you  fhould  not  fpcak  together.    iRxif. 

Imo.  O  diflembling  courtefy  !  How  fine  this  tj^ant 
Can  tickle  where  flie  wounds ! — My  deareft  hufband, 
I  fomething  fear  my  father's  wrath  ;  but  nothing, 

(Always 
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(*  Always  referv'd  my  holy  duty)  what 

His  rage  can  do  on  me  :  You  muft  be  gone ; 

And  I  fliall  befe  abide  the  hourly  Ihot 

Of  angry  eyes  ;  not  comforted  to  live. 

But  that  there  is  this  jewel  in  the  worlds 

That  I  may  fee  again. 

.  Pg/?.  My  queen  !  my  miftrefs  ! 

0,  lady,  weep  nb  more  ;  left  I  give  caufe 

To  be  fufpeded  of  more  tendernefs 

Than  doth  become  a  man  !  I  will  remain 

The  loyarft  hufband  that  did  e'er  plight  troth. 

My  refidence  in  Rome,  at  oile  Philatio's ; 

Who  to  my  father  was  a  friend,  to  me 

Known  but  by  letter  t  thithef  write,  my  queen. 

And  with  mine  eyes  V\l  drink  the  words  you  fend, 

*  Though  ink  be  made  of  gall. 

Re-enter  ^een. 

^een.  Be  brief,  I  pray  you  ; 
If  the  king  come,  I  Ihall  incur  I  know  not 
How  much  of  his  difpleafure  : — ^Yet  Y\\  move  him 

\^Afide. 
To  walk  this  way  :  I  never  do  him  wrong. 
But  he  does  buy  my  injuries,  to  be  friends ; 
fays  dear  for  my  offences.  [Exit. 

Poji.  Should  we  be  taking  leave 
As  long  a  term  as  yet  we  have  to  live. 
The  lothnefs  to  depart  would  grow  2  Adieu ! 

'  (Akvays  r^JrvV  wy  ^^A^«/yj— ]  I  fay  I  do  not  fear  my 
father,  fo  far  as  I  may  fay  ic  without  breach  of  duty.    Johnson. 

*  Though  ink  he  maae  of  gallJ]  Shakefpeare,  even  in  this  poor 
^ceit,  has  confounded  the  vegetable /^/Zf  ufed  in  ink,  with  the 
animal  ^tf//y  fuppofed  to  be  bitter*    Johnson, 


l^lack  juice  of  the  gall  of  oxen  two  ounces,  ^  &c«    Steevens* 

N  2  Jmo^ 
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ImiK  Nay,  ftay  a  little: 
Were  you  but  riding  forth  td  air  yourfelf. 
Such  parting  were  too  petty.     Look  here,  love  ; 
This  diamond  was  my  mother's  :  take  it,  heart ; 
But  keep  it  'till  you  woo  another  wife. 
When  Imogen  is  dead. 

Pojl.  How  !  how !  another  ? — • 
You  gentle  gods,  give  me  but  this  I  have. 
And  fear  up  *  my  embracements  from  a  next 
With  bonds  of  death !— -Remain,  remain  thou  here 

[Putting:  on  the  ring. 
^  While  fcnfe  can  keep  it  on !  And  fweeteft,  faireft. 
As  I  my  poor  felf  did  exchange  for  you. 
To  your  fo  infinite  lofs  ;  fo,  in  our  trifles 
I  ftill  win  of  you  :  For  my  fake,  wear  this ; 
It  is  a  manacle  of  love ;  Til  place  it 

[Putting  a  bracelet  on  her  arm* 
Upon  this  faireft  prifoner. 

Imo.  O,  the  gods  ! — « — 
When  fhall  we  fee  again  ? 

Enter  Cymbeline^  and  Lords. 
Poft.  Alack,  the  king ! 

*  Aniifeiir  up  my  emhracemenfs  from  a  next 

With  bonds  of  death! ]     Shakefpcare  mav  poetically  call 

the  cere-cloths  in  which  the  dead  are  wrapped,  tbe  hoTtds  of  death. 
If  fo,  we  ihould  read  cere  inftead  of  fear. 

WKjrthyjcanonia'd  bones  hearfed  in  death 
Have  burfl  their  cerements  f 
To  fear  upy  is   properly  to  chfe  up- 1^  burning;  but   in  this 
paiTage  the  poet  inay  have  droppM  that  idea,  and  ufed  the  word 
llniply  for  to  clofc  up,     Stbevbns. 

♦  if%ilsferfe  can  keep  thee  on  !  -.^— -  ]     The  folio  (the  only  an- 
cient and'ai!ithentic  copy  of  this  play)  reads  : 

While  fenfi  can  keep  it  oti  /.— 
which  I  believe  to  be  right.    The  expreffion  means,  while  fehfe 
can  maintain  its  4>peratiomy^'wbilefenfe  continues  to  have  po^^er^ 

.Stj&eyjens, 

Cym. 
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Cym.  Thou  bafeft  thing,  avoid !  hence,  from  mf 
fight !  , 

If,  after  this  command,  thou  fraiight  the  court 
With  thy  unworthinefs,  thou  dy'ft :  Away  I 
Thou  art  poifon  to  my  blood. 

Pofi.  The  gods  proteft  you ! 
And  blefs  the  good  remainders  of  the  court ! 
I  am  gone.  [ExiU 

Imo.  There  cannot  be  a  pinch  19  death 
More  Iharp  than  this  is. 

Cym.  O  difloyal  thing, 
That  Ihould'ft  repair  my  youth ;  *  thou  heapeft 
A  year*s  age  on  me  ! 

Imo.  I  befeech  you,  fir. 
Harm  not  yourfelf  with  your  vexation  ;  I 
Am  fenfelefs  of  your  wrath ;  ^  a  touch  more. rare 

Subdues 

■thou  heapeft 


A  yearns  age  on  me  /]    Dr,  Warburton  reads : 
A  yare  age  oh  me* 
It  fecms  to  me,  even  from  Skinner,  whom  he  cites,  x\i%tyare  is 
ufed  only  as  a  perfonal  quality.    Nor  is  the  authority  of  $ki;\ner 
fufficient,  without  fome  example,  to  jufiity  the  alteration.    Han* 
iner's  reading  is  better,  but  rather  too  far  from  the  original  copy : 

— thou  heapejl  many 

A  yearns  age  on  me. 
Iread: 

^.^^thou  heafji 

Years,  ages,  on  me.    Johnson. 
I  would  receive  Dr.  Johnfon*8  emendation :  he  is  however  mif- 
taken  when  he  fays  that  yare  is  ufed  only  as  a  perfonal  qualir)% 
Sec  Antony  a»d  CUopMra : 

Their  fliips  ^rcyare^  yours  l»e*vyv 
Tarey  however,  will  by  no  means  apply  to  Dr.  Warburton*s  {tti£L 

Steevens, 
*■"  a  touch  more  rare 

Suidues  aUpangs^  atlftars."]     Rare  is  ufed  often  for  emtnentJj 
^d;  but  I  do  not  remember  any  paiTage  in  which  it  (lands  for 
mneut^  ha  J.    May  we  read : 
*— r — a  touch  more  iTMr, 

**  Cura  4iwn  ipropioT  ludufquc  domcflicus  anmt.*'  O^tJ* 

N|  Shall 


iH  C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E, 

Subcbes  all  pangs,  all  fears. 

Cym.  Paft  graced  obedience  ? 

/wfl.  Paft  hope,  and  in  defpair;  that  way,  paft 
grace.  '        ' 

Cym.  That  might'ft  have  haci  the  fole  fon  of  my 
queen  ! 

Imo.  O  bleft,  that  I  might  not !  I  chofe  an  eagle^j 
And  did  avoid  a  ^  puttock, 

Cym.  Thou  took'fl:  a  beggar ;  would^ft  have  made 
my  throne.       •  •  ' 

A  feat  for  bafenefs. 

Ima..  No  ;  I  rather  added 
A  luftre  to  it.        . 

Cym.  O  thou  vile  one  I    . 

Imo.  Sir, 
It  is  your  fault  that  I  have  lov'd  Pofthumus  ? 
You  bred  him  as  my  play-fellow  ;  and  l^e  is 

ShalLwe  try  again : 

—a  touch  mofe  rear. 
Crudum  vulnus.     But  of  this  I  know  not  any  example.     There  \\ 
yet  another  interpretation,  which  perhaps  will  remove  the  diffir 
culty,     A  touch  more  rare^  may  mean  a  nobler  pajjion.     Johnson. 
"  So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra y  a(*t  I.  fc.  ii. 

-The death  of  Fulvia,  with  more  urgent  touches^ 
Do  ttrongly  fpeak  to  ys. 
Again,  in  thjp  Tempeft : 

Haft  thou,  which  art  but  air,  a  touchy  a  feeling 
Of  their  afflidions  ?  &c. 
A  touch  is  not  unfrequently  ufed,  by  other  ancient  writers,  in 
litis  fenfe.     So  in  V>2imei*i  Hyfnen^s  Triumpby  a  malque,   1623  : 
>*  You  muft  not,  Phillis,  be  fo  fenfible 
*'  Of  thefe  fmall  touches  which  your  jfeffion  makes.** 
*'  ——Small  touches^  •  Lydia  1  do  you  count  them  fraall  ?'* 
Again:  .  •- 

f^  Wlien  pleafure  leax'es  a /^z-'r^  at  laft 
**  To  fhew  that  it  was  ill." 
V  Again,  m'Dzmti'^CkojMtra^  ^59^  * 

*•*:  So. deep  we  feel  impreilad  in  our  blood 
'*  That  touch  which  nature  with  our  breath  did  givc^ 
A  touch  more  rare  is  undoubtedly  a  more  Sxqmjite  feelings  ^fupe" 
fior.  feujation.  ^  Stee-vens*.  -  .    .  '  * 

-aputiock.^     A  kite.     J9HNSON. 
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A  man,  worth  any  woman ;  over-buys  me 
Almoft  the  fum  he  pays^ 

Cym.  What !— art  thou  mad  ? 

Into.  Almoft,  fir :  Heaven  reftore  me ! — 'Would  I 
were 
A  neat-hei:d's  daughter !  and  my  Leonatus 
Our  neighbour  Ihepherd's  fon  ! 

Re-enter  Slueen. 

Cym.  Thou  fooliih  thing  ! 
They  were  again  together :  you  have  done 

[To  the  queen. 
Not  after  our  command.     Away  with  her. 
And  pen  her  up. 

.  ^een.  Befeech  your  patience  : — Peace, 
Dear  lady  daughter,  peace  ; — Sweet  fovereign. 
Leave  us  to  ourfelves  ;  and  make  yourfe^f  fome  com- 
fort 
Out  of  your  beft  advice. 

Cym.  Nay,  let  her  languifli 
A  drop  of  blood  a  day ;  and,  being  aged. 
Die  of  this  folly !  [£r/7. 

Entfr  Pifanicp^ 

^ueen.  Fie  ! — you  muft  give  way  : 
Here  is  your  fervant. — How  now,  fir  ?  What  news  ? 

?if.  My  lord  your  fon  drew  on  my  mafter. 

^een.  Ha ! 
Noharm,  I  truft,  is  done ? 

Pif.  There  might  have  been. 
But  that  my  mafter  rather  play'd  t;han  fought. 
And  had  no  help  of  anger  :  they  were  parted 
By  gentlemen  at  hand. 

^een.  I  ami  very  glad  On*t. 

Imo. '  Your  fon's  my  father's  friend  j  he  takes  his 
part. 

N  4  To 
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To  draw  upon  an  exile  !-r-0  brave  fir  ! 
I  would  they  were  in  Afirick  both  together ; 
Myfelf  by  with  a  needle,  that  I  plight  prick 
The  goer  back.  Why  came  you  from  your  matter  J 

P//I  On  his  command  :  He  would  not  fpffer  ipe 
To  bring  him  to  the  haven  :  left  thefe  notes 
Of  what  comitjands  I  Ihoyld  be  fubjedt  to, 
fWhen  it  pleas'df  you  to  employ  mCt 

^een.  This  hath  been 
Your  faithful  fervant ;  I  dare  lay  mine  hphpur, 
He  will  remain  fo, 

Pif.  I  humbly  thank  your  highncfs. 

:^eenf  I^ray,  walk  awhile, 

Im*  About  fome  half  hour  hence,  pray  you,  (peak 
with  me : 
You  fhall,  at  leaft,  go  fee  rpy  lord  aljoard  ; 
pof  this  time,  leave  qic,  '  ^Exeunt, 

SCENE    III, 
Enter  Cloten,  (md  two  hords^ 

1  hord.  Sir,  I  would  advife  you  to  Ihift  a  ijilrt  j  the 
violence  of  adtiqn  hath  n^ade  you  reek  as  a  facrifice ; 
Where  air  comes  out,  air  copies  in :  there^s  none 
abroad  fo  whplefopic  as  that  you  vent. 

Clot.  If  my  Ihirt  were  bloody ,  then  to  Ihift  it- — -• 
Jiave  I  hurt  him  ? 

2  hord.  No,  faith  \  not  fo  much  as  bis  patience. 

I  hard.  Hurt  him  \  his  body's  a  paflable  carcafs, 
}f  he  be  not  hurt :  it  i^  a  tl^orough*fare  for  fteel,  if  il 
be  not  hurt, 

%  Lord.  His  ftccl  w?s  in  debt;  it  went  o*  ^he  back-* 
fide  the  town.  •  [>^^» 

QJfit.  The  viUaip  woul4  fipj:  ftai}4.ipe, 
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2  Lsri.  No  ;  but  he  fled  forward  ftill,  toward 
your  face.  f-^4fc 

1  l0rL  Stand  you  \  You  have  land  enough  of  your 
own :  but  he  added  to  your  having  ;  gave  you  fome 
ground. 

2  Lord.  As  many  inches  as  you  have  oceans  : 
Puppies!  {^A^. 

OiaU  I  would,  they  had  not  come  between  us. 

%l0ri%  So  would  I,  'till  you  had  meafur'd  how 
long  a  fool  you  were  upon  the  ground.  \^Afide. 

ChU  And  that  flie  fliould  love  this  fellow,  and 
refufe  me ! 

2  Lord,  if  it  be  a  fin  to  make  a  true  eledion,  flie  is 
damn'd.  {j^ie^ 

1  Lorir  Sir,  as  I  told  you  always, '  h6r  beauty  and 
her  brain  go  not  together  :  '  She's  a  good  fign,  but 
I  have  fcen  fmall  reflediion  of  her  wit. 

2  Jj^d.  She  fliines  not  upon  fools^  left  the  refle^ioii 
(hould  hurt  her.  C^^* 

'  '-'-^ber  heaufy  and  her  hratn^  &c.]  I  believe  the  lord  meant 
to  fpeak  a  fentence,  ^*  Sir,  as  I  told  you  always,  beauty  and  bnift 
p)  not  together.*'    Johnson. 

'Sbe^s  a  good  fign,  — '-  ]     If  J^  be  the  true  readings 


the  poet  means  by  it  conftellati^n^  aud  by  r^tBion  is  meant 
fume.    But  I  rather  think,  from  the  anlwer»  that  he  wrote 
jft/af.    So,  in  his  Venus  and  Adonin 

"  As  if,  from  thence,  they  borrowed  all  their  Jhim^^ 

WARBURTOlr, 

There  is  acutenefs  enough  in  this  note»  yet  I  believe  the  poet 
meant  nothing  by  ;^^,  butya/V  tfir/wtfr^  fliew*    John  to  if* 

The  fame  allpfion  is  common  to  other  writers.    So,  in  B*  voA 
YiSXf^ixh  Fair  Maid  of  the  Inn : 

^*  a  common  trull, 

**  A  tempting  Jign^  and  curioufly  fet  forth 

**  To  draw  in  riotous  guefts.*' 
igain,  in  the  Rider  Brother^  by  the  fame  authors  ; 

"  Stand  ftill,  thou^«  of  man. " 

To  uttderftand  the  whole  force  of  Shakefpeare^i  idea,  it 
(hould  be  remembered  that  anciently  almoft  every  figu  had  a 
ffiotU),  or  fom^  attempt  at  a  witticifm|  underneath  it*.  STfi£V£yt. 


\ 

I 


ig6  C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E. 

Clot.  Come^  Til  to  my  chamber:  'Would  there 
had  been  fome  hurt  done !        - 

z  Lord.  I  vvifh  not  fb;  unlefs  it  had  been  the  fall 
of  an  afs,  which  is  no  great  hurt.  [^/ijide* 

.  Cbt.  You'll  go  with  us  ?   •  •       ^ 

I  Ijord.  rU  attend  your  lordfhip. 

Clot.  Nay,  come,  let's  go  together* 

a  Lord.'  Well,  my  lord.    /  ;     .  •  '  [Kveuni. 

SCENE'       IV. 

Imogen^s  apartments. 
Enter  Imogen^  and  Ptfanio.   -   . 

Imo.  I  would  thou  grew'ft  unto  the  Ihores  o'  the 
. , .   .         haven, 

'And  queftion'dlt  every  fail :  if  he  fiiould  write. 
And  1  not  have  it,  '  'twere  a  paper  loft 
Asoflfer'd  mercy  is.     What  was  the  laft  •     •     . 
Xhat  he  fpake  to  thee  ? 

Pif.  '  Tw^as,  His  queen,  his  queen  ! 


♦- 


^tzvere  a  paper  loft 


'  *^  'As  offer* di  mercy  /V.—— ]     i.  e.     Should  one  of  his     letters 
mifcarry,  the  Jofs.  wpuid  be  as  great  as  that  of  otferM  mercy. 
But  the  Oxford  Editor  amends  it  thus : 
..',     \  ""^^ —  'twjere  a  paper  loll, 
;t'     '  j^///6ofFer*d  mercy /« //.     War  bur  ton. 
j^  I  bdieve  the   pbet's  meaning  is,  that  the  lofs  of  that  paper 
wouI(Fpr6ve  Jis  fatal  to  her,  as  the  lofs  of  a  pardon  to  a  condejnn'd 
criminaL 

A  thought  refembling  this  occurs  in  AWs  i\:eU that  ends  well: 

"  Like  a  remorfeful /^r^/^/i  flowly  carried," 
Dr.  Warbunon's  .  opinion  may,   however,  be  fupported    from 
Milton's  Parahfe  Loji^  b.  iii,  1?  185  : 
^.      ^  *'  The  rell  fliall  hear  me  call,  and  oft  be  warn'd 
*'  .'*****  Their  iinful  ftatc,  ^nd  to  appeafe  betimes 
.-  i(  i^j,*  incenfed  deity,  while  ofcr^d s-race 

"  Inrjtes."    Steevi^ns,  - 


mo. 
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Imo.  Then  wav'd  his  handkerchief? 

Pif.  And  kifs'd  it,  madam. 

Imo.  Senfelefs  linen  !  happier  therein  than  I !— f»    . 
And  that  was  all  ? 

Pif.  No,  madam  ;  *  for  fo  long 
Ashe  could  malic  me  with  this  eye,  or  ear,  ' 
Diftinguilh  him  from  others,  he  did  keep 
The  deck.  With  glove,  or  hat,  or  handkerchief, 
Still  waving,  as  the  fits  and  ftirs  of  his  mind 
Could  beft  exprefs  how  flow  his  foul  failed  on. 
How  fwift  his  Ihip.  .     , 

Imo.  Thou  Ihouldft  have  made  him 
As  little  as  a  crow,  or  lefs,  ere  left 
To  after-eye  him. 

Pif.  Madam,  fo  I  did.  *      '    , 

Imo.  I  would  have  broke  mine  eye-ftrings  j  crack'4 
them,  but 
To  look  upon  him  ;  ^  'till  the  diminution 
Of  fpace  had  pointed  him  fliarp  as  my  needle ; 

*  ""^^forfo  long 
As  he  could  make  meimtb  his  eye^  or  ear^ 
Biftinguijb  him  from  others,'^^ — ]     But  how  could  Pofihumus 
make  hifhielf  dillinguifhed  by  his  ear  to  Pifanio  ?     By  his  tongue 
he  might  to  the  other's  par  :  ^nd  this  lyas  certainly  Shakefpeare's 
intention.    We  mufl  therefore  read : 

As  he  could  make  me  with  this  eye  or  ear, 

t)iftingui{h  him  from  others. 
The  expreffion  is  j^txriiM?;,  ^s  ^  the  Greeks   term  it :  the  party 
fpeaking  points  to  that  part  fpoken  of.     \yARBU&TONf 
'  Sh*  T.  Hanmer  alters  it  thus  j 

I— for  fo  long 

As  he  could  mark  me  with  his  eye,  or  / 

Piftinguilh 

The  reafon  ot  Hanmer 's  reading  was,  that  Pifai^io  defcribes  no  ad*  • 
drcfs  m^de  to  the  ^tfr.    Johnson. 

"^  ^ ^ till  the  diminution' 

Of  fpace  bad  pointed  himjharp  as  my  needle ;]  Th(  dlmitiMtiofLof 
ffact^  is  the  diminution  of  which  fpace  is  the  caufe.     Trees  are 
killed  by  a  blaft  of  lightning,  that  is,  by  hlajing^  not  hlajled^ 
lightning.    Johnson.,  .    - 

'  "  ^  Nay, 


^ 
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Nay,  followed  him,  *till  he  had  melted  from 
The  fmallnefs  of  a  gnat  to  air ;  and  then 
Have  turn'd  mine  eye,  and  wept.— But,  good  Pifanio, 
When  fliall  we  hear  from  him  ? 

Pijl  Be  affur'd,  madam. 
With  his  ♦  next  vantage. 

Imo.  I  did  not  take  my  leave  of  him,  but  had 
Moft  pretty  things  to  fay  :  ere  I  could  tell  him. 
How  I  would  think  on  him,  at  certain  hours^ 
Such  thoughts,  and  fuch ;  or  I  could  make  him 

fwear. 
The  Ihe's  of  Italy  ihould  not  betray 
Mine  intereft,  and  his  honour ;  or  have  char|;*d  him, 
At  the  fixth  hour  of  morn,  at  noon,  at  midnight. 
To  encounter  me  with  orifons,  for  then 
I  am  in  heaven  for  him ;  *  or  ere  I  could 
Give  him  that  parting  kifs,  which  I  had  fet 
Betwixt  two  charming  words,  comes  in  my  father^ 
And,  like  the  tyrannous  breathing  of  the  north, 
•  Shakes  all  our  buds  from  growing. 

Enter 


« I.   .    ■     next  vantageJ]    Next  offcrtunity.    Johnson. 

5  .  or  ere  I  could 

Ovve  htm  that  parting  ki/sy  which  I  had  fit 

Betwixt  two  charming  words  ; ]     Dr.  Warburton  pro- 

Bounces  as  abfolutely  as  if  he  had  been  prefent  at  their  parting, 
that  thcfe  two  charming  words  were  adieu  Pofihumus ;  but  as  Mr. 
Edwards' hats  obfcrved,  **  ihe  muft  have  linderftood  the  language 
of  love  very  little,  if  (he  could  find  no  tenderer  exprefiioo  of  it, 
than  the  name  by  which  every  one  called  her  hufband," 

Stekyens. 
*  Shakes  all  our  hxxAi  frofif  greruoing,']  A  bud,  without  siny  diA 
tin£l  idea,  whether  of  ^ower  or  fruit,  is  a  natural  reprefentati^n  of 
aniy  thin^  incipient  or  immature  j  and  the  buds  of  flowers,  if 
flowers  are  meant,  grow  to  flower;,  as  the  buds  of  fruits  grtm  ^ 
fruits.    Johnson. 

■  ■     *    the  tyrannous  hrtatihg  of  the  north^ 
Shakes  all  our  hudi  from  growing. 
fk  gteat  critic  propofes  to  read : 

Shuts  all  our  hudsfrom  blowing : 
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Enter  a  Lady. 

Lady.  The  queen,  madam, 
Defires  your  highnefs*  company. 

Imo.  Thofe  things  1  bid  you  do,  get  them  dif- 
patched. — 
I  will  attend  the  queen. 

Pif.  Madam,  I  Ihall.  [Exeunt. 


SCENE    V. 
ROME. 
Jn  apartment  in  Fbilario^s  houfe. 

Enter  T  hilar  to ^  lachimo^  and  a  Frenchman  ^ 

lach.  Believe  it,  fir :  I  have  feen  him  in  Britain ; 
he  was  then  of  a  crefcent  note ;  expefted  to  prove  fo 
worthy,  as  fince  he  has  been  allowed  the  name  of  : 
but  I  could  then  have  looked  on  him  without  the  help 
of  admiration  ;  though  the  catalogue  of  his  endow- 

and  his  emendation  may  in  fome  meafure  be  confirmed  by  tholp 
beautiful  lines  in  the  Two  Noble  Kin/men^  which  I  have  no  doubt 
were  written  by  Shakefp^re.    Emilia  is  ijpeaking  of  a  rofe  : 
"  It  is  the  very  emblem  of  a  maid. 
"  For  when  the  wefi  wind  courts  her  gentily, 
•*  How  rtiodeftly  (he  blows,  and  paints  the  fun 
"  With  her  chafte  bluflies  ?— when  the  north  come9^near 

her 
^'  Rude  and  impatient,  then  like  charity, 
•*  She  Jhuts  her  beauties  in  her  hud  again, 
"  And  leaves  him  to  bafe  briars."    Farmer. 
I  think  the  old  reading  may  be  fufficiently  fupported  by  the 
following  paifage  in  the  i8th  Sonnet  of  our  author : 

"  Rough  winds  diojbake  the  darling  iuds  of  May,** 
Again,  in  the  Taming  of^a  Shrew  : 

^'  Confiaunds  thy  fame,  as  whirlwindt^^/l^  fair  luds^ 

"^  *^anda  Frenchman^l     The  old  copy  reada-^A  Frenchmasiy 
*^Htchman^  and  a  Sfaniard.    Sts£V£Ks. 

ments 


\ 
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ments  had  been  tabled  by  his  fide,  andltoperule 
him  by  items. 

Phil.  You  fpeak  of  him  when  he  was  lefs  furnifti*d, 
than  now  he  is,,  with  that  which  *  makes  him  both 
without  and  within. 

French.  I  have  feen  him  in  France  :  we  had  very 
many  there,  could  behold  the  fun  with  as  firm  eyes 
as  he. 

lach.  This  matter  of  marrying  his  king's  daughter, 
(wherein  he  muft  be  weigh*xl  rather  by  her  value, 
than  his  own)  '  words  him,  t  doubt  not,  a  great  deal 
from  the  matter. 

French.  And  then  his  banifliment. 

lach.  Ay,  and  the  approbations  of  thofe,  that  weep 
this  lamentable^  divorce,  *  under  her  colours,  are 
v/onderfully  to  extend  him;  be  it  but  to  fortify  her 
judgment,  which  elfe  an  eafy  battery  might  lay  flat, 
tor  taking  a  beggar  *  without  more  quality.  But 
how  comes  ir,  he  is  to  fojourn  with  you  ?  How  creeps 
acquaintance  ? 

Phil.  His  father  and  I  were  foldiers  together ;  to 
whom  I  have  been  often  bound  for  no  lefs  than  my 
life  :— 

Enter  Pojlhumus. 

Here  comes  the  Briton  :  Let  him  be  fo  entertained 
amongft  you,  as  fuits,  with  gentlemen  of  your  know- 
ing, toa  ftrangerof  hisquality. — I  befeech  you  all, 

* makes bim^-^l     In  the  fcnfe  in  which  we  fay,  This  will 

make  or  mar  you.     Johnson. 

9  — —  au<7r</i  him a  great  deal  from  the  matter.'}     Makes  the 

defcription  of  him  very  diftant  from  the  truth.    Johnson. 

•  under  her  valours  y^-^-l  Under  her  banner;  by  her  in- 
fluence.    Johnson. 

*  .   .. .» ivit^of/t  more  quality. ]    The  folio  reads  lefs  quality. 

Mr.  Rowe  fSnt  made  the  alteration.     SxEEViiNS. 

be 
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be  better,  known  to  this  gentleman ;  whom  I  com- 
mend to  you,  as  a  noble  friend  of  mine :  How  worthyi 
he  is,  I  will  leave  to.  appear  hereafter,  irajther  thaji. 
ftory  him  in  his  own  hearing. 

Frenc/j.  Sir,  we  have  known  together  in  Orleans, 

Poft:  Since  when  I  have  been  debtor  to  you  for 
courtefies,  which  I  will  be  ever  to  pay,  and  yet  pay 
ftill.  .  '  ' 

French.  Sir,  you  o*er-rate  my  poor  kindnef$:  I  was 
glad  ^  I  did  atone  my  countryman  and. you  ;  it  had 
been  pity,  you  Ihould  have  been  put  together  with  fo 
mortal  a  purpofe,  as  then  each  bore,  upon  impor- 
tance of  fo  flight  and  trivial  a  nature. 

Pqft.  By  your  pardon,  fir,  I  was  then  a  young  tra- 
veller; ♦  rather  IhunnM  to  go  £ven  with  what  I  heard, 
than  in  my  every  a<9:ion  to  be  guided  by  others'  expe- 
riences: but,  upon  my  mended  judgment,  (if  I  offend 
not  to  fay  it  is  mended)  my  quarrel  was  not  altoge- 
ther flight. 

French.  Taith,  yes,  to  be  put  to  the  arbitrement  of* 
fwords ;  and  by  fuch  two,  that  would,  by  all  likely-^ 
hood,  have  confounded  one  the  other^  or  have  fallen 
both.* 

lach.  Can  we,  with  manners,  afk  what  was  the 
difference  ? 

French.  Safely,  I  think :    'twas  a   contention  in ' 

« 

'  — -  /  Jid  afont^  &c,]  To  atone  fignifies  in  this  place  to  f»- 
cmcile*    So  Ben.  Jonfon,  in  The  Silent  Woman  ; 

"  There  had  been  fome  hope  to  atone  yo\x^ 
A^in,  in  Heywood's  EngUJh  TrnveUer^  1633  : 

*'  The  conflable  is  call'd  to  atont  the  broil.** 
Again', 

*'  Yet  for  thy  fake  I  am  ato^^dm^^^.  all.**    Steeveks. 
^ '^^^^  rather  JhunrC d  to  go  even  i^}Uh  ^hdt  I  heard^  &c.]    Th» 
is  exprelTed  with  a  kind  ot  fantallical  perplexity.    He  means ^  i 
was  then  willing  to  take  for  my  diredtion  the  experience  of  others, 
more  than  fuch  intelligence  a^  I  had  gathered  myfelf*    John&ok«  - 

publick. 
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pubKck,  *  which  may,  without  contradiftion,  fuffcf 
the  report.  It  was  much  like  an  argument  that  fell 
<)ut  laft  night,  where  each  of  us  fell  in  praife  of  our 
country  miftreffes:  This  gentleman  at  that  time 
vouching,  (and  upon  warrant  of  bloody  affirmation) 
his  to  be  more  fair,  virtuous,  wife,  chafte,  conftant- 
qualified,  and  lefs  attemptible,  than  any  the  rarctt 
of  our  ladies  in  France. 

hcL  That  lady  is  not  now  living;  or  this  gentle* 
man^s  opinion,  by  this,  worn  out. 

Pojl.  She  holds  her  virtue  ftill,  and  I  my  mind. 

loch.  Ybu  muft  not  fo  far  prefer  her  *forc  ours  of 
Italy. 

Foft.  Beirtg  fo  far  provoked  as  I  was  in  France,  I 
would  abate  her  nothing ;  *  though  I  profefs  myfelf 
her  adorer,  not  her  friend. 

loch*  As  fair,  and  as  good,  (a  kind  of  hand-in-hand 
Gomparifon)  had  been  fomethingtoofair,and  toogood, 
for  any  lady  in  Britany.    7  Jf  fhe  went  before  others  I 

have 

'  ■  vQhich  meff^  'OoUhouf  c&ntradtHion^^^-^'l  Which,  un- 
doubtedly, may  be  publlckly  told.    Johnson. 

^  ''^^  though  I  profifsy  &c.]  Though  1  have  not  the  common 
obligations  of  a  lover  to  his  miflreU,  and  regard  her  not  with 
the  fendnefs  of  a  friend,  but  the  reverence  of  an  adorer* 

^  — M—  Ifjhe  went  before  others  t  have  feen^  as  thai  diamond 
of  yonrs  okt-lttfires  many  I  bmve  beheld^  I  could  not  believe  fie 
oxceUed  maty^  ]  What }   if  (he  did  really  excel  others, 

^uld  he  not  beiieve  0ie  did  excel  them  ?  Nonfenfe.  We  muft 
ftrike  out  the  negative,  and  the,  fenfe  will  be  this,  *^  1  can  ea%' 
believe  your  miftrefa  excels  many,  tho*.  fhe  be  not  the  mod  ex« 
cellent;  juftas  I  fee  that  diamond  of  yours  is  of  more  value  than 
fliany  I  have  beheld,  though  I  know  there  are  other  diamonds  of 
Bufdv  greater  value.'*    Warbu&ton. 

The  old  fending,  I  think,  may  very  well  fland  ;  and  T  have 
tli^icfore  replaced  it.  ^*  ijf  (fays  lachimo)  your  miftrefs  weoC 
before  Cpnle  qi^hers  I  have  feen,  only  in  the  fame  degree  your 
otttlufires*  many  I  have  likewife  feen,  I  fhould  not  ad- 
mil 
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kvc  feen,  as  that  diamond  of  yours  out-luftres  many 
I  have  beheld,  I  could  not  believe  ihe  excelled  many : 
but  I  have  not  feen  the  moft  precious  diamond  that 
is,  nor  ydii  the  lady. 

Pojt.  I  prais'd  her^  as  I  rated  her  :  fb  do  I  my 
.ftonci 

loch*  "JWhat  do  you  efteem  it  at  ? 

Poft.  More  than  the  world  enjoys. 

hcb.  Either  your  unparagori'd  niiftrefs  is  dead^  or 
flic's  out^priz'd  by  a  trifle. 

Pqft*  You_are  miftaken  :  the  one  may  be  fold,  or 
given ;  if  there  were  wealth  enough  for  the  purchafe^ 
or  merit  for  the  -gift  :  the  other  is  not  a  thing  for 
falcj  and  only  the  gift  of  the  gods. 

lacb*  Which  the  gods  have  given  you  ? 

Pofi.  Which,  by  their  graces,  I  will  keep; 

lacb.  You  may  wear  her  in  title  yours  :  but,  you 
know,  flrange  fowl  light  upon  neighbouring  ponds. 
Your  ring  may  be  ftolen  too  :  fo,  of  your  brace  of 
unprizeable  eftiinations,  the  one  is  but  frail,  and  the 
other  cafual ;  a  cunning  thief,  or  a  that-way-accom- 
plifli'd  courtier,  would  hazard  the  winning  both  of 
firll  and  laft. 

Poji.  Your  Italy  contains  none  fo  accompliih'd  a 

mk  on  that  account  that  fhe.excellecl  many :  but  t  ought  not  to 
inake  myfelf  the  judge  of  who  is  the  fairefb  lady,  or  which  is  the 
brightefl  diajnohd,'  till  I  have  beheld  the  finek  of  either  kind 
which  nature  has  hitherto  produced.'^  The  pafiage  is  not  non- 
fenfc.  It  was  the  bufined^  of  lachimo  to  appear  on  this  occa« 
fion  as  an  infidel  to  beauty,  in  order  to  fpint  JPodhumus  to  lay 
the  wager,  and  therefore  will  not  admit  of  her  excellence  on  any 
companfon. 

The  author  of  The  R&uifal  would  read  : 

I  could  but  believe.  Steevens. 

t  (hould  explain  the  fentence  thus :  *'*'  Though  your  lady  ex* 
celled  as  much  as  your  diamond,  /  could  not  believe  Jbe  excelled 
manj^ ;  that  is,  I  too  couldy^t  believe  that  there  are  many  vjhom  (h€ 
did  not  cxceU'*    JSut  I  yet  think  Dr.  Warburton  tight. 

JOHNSQK. 

VoE,  IX.  O  courtier. 
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courtier,  *  to  convince  the  honour  of  my  miftrcft ;  if, 
in  the  holding  or  lofs  of  that,  you  term  her  frail. 
1  do  nothing  doubt,  you  have  ftore  of  thieves  ;  not- 
withftanding,  I  fear  not  my  ring, 

Phil*  Let  us  leave  here,  gentlemen. 

Poft,  Sir,  with  all  my  heart.  This  worthy  fignior, 
I  thank  him,  makes  no  ftranger  of  me ;  -we  arc 
familiar  at  firft. . 

lach.  With  five  times  fo  much  converfatiori^  I 
fliould  get  ground  of  your  fair  miftrefs  :  make  her 
go  back,  even  to  the  yielding ;  had  I  admittance, 
and  opportunity  to  friend. 

Pojl.  No,  no. 

lach.  I  dare,  thereupon,  pawn  the  moiety  of  my 
cftate  to  your  ring;  which,  in  my  opinion,  o'er- values 
it  fomething  :  But  I  make  my  wager  rather  againft 
your  confidence,than  her  reputation:  and,  to  bar  your 
offence  herein  too,  I  durft  attempt  it  againft  any  lady 
in  the  world. 

Poji.  You  are  a  great  deal  *  abus'd  in  too  bold  a 
perfuafion ;  and  I  doubt  not  you  fuftain  what  you're 
worthy  of,  by  your  attempt. 

lach.  What's  that  ? 

P^.  A  repulfe:  Though  your  attempt,  as  you 
call  it,  deferves  more ;  a  punifhment  too. 

Phil  Gentlenben,  enough  of  this  :  it  canie  in  too 
luddenly  ;  let  it  die  as  it  was  borxiy  and,  I  pray  you, 
be  better  acquainted. 

lach.^  'Would  I  had  put  my  eftate,  and  mj  neigh- 
bour's, on  the  '  approbation  of  what  I  have  fpoke. 

'  /o  convince  fhe  honour  of  my  miftrefs \  "■  ■■]    Ctmvinct^ 

for  overcome.    WAkBURTON. 
So,  in  Macbeth'. 

*<  their  malady  convinces 

**  The  great  effay  of  art/*  Johnson. 
*  — —  tf^*jV— — 3  Deceived.  Tohnson, 
J  ..^appr6bation''''''^'\    Proof.    Johnson. 

P4. 
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Poft.  What  lady  would  you  chufe  to  affail  ? 

lach.  Yours;  who  in conftancy,  you  think,  ftands 
fo  fafe.  I  will  lay  you  ten  thoufand  ducats  to  your 
ring,  that,  commend  me  to  the  court  where  your 
lady  is,  with  no  more  advantage  than  the  opportunity 
of  a  fecond  conference,  and  I  will  bring  from  thence 
that  honour  of  hers,  which  you  imagine  fo  referv'd, 

Pofl.  I  will  wage  againft  your  gold,  gold  to  it : 
my  ring  I  hold  dear  as  my  finger ;  ^tis  part  of  it.  • 

lach.  *  You  arc  a  friend,  and  therein  the  wifer.  If 
you  buy  ladies' flefh  at  a  million  a  dram,  you  cannot 
*  preferve  it  from  tainting  :  But,  I  fee,  you  have  fome 
religion  in  you,  that  you  fear. 

?oft.  This  is  but  a  cuftom  in  your  tongue  :  you 
bear  a  graver  purpofe,  I  hope. 

lach*  I  am  the  mafter  of  my  fpeeches ;  and  would 
undergo  what's  fpoken,  I  fwear. 

Pojl.  Will  you  ?— I  fliall  but  lend  my  diamond  'till 
your  return  : — Let  there  be  covenar\ts  drawn  between 
us ;  My  miftrefs  exceeds  in  goodnefs  the  hugenefs  of 
your  unworthy  thinking :  I  dare  you  to  this  match  : 
here's  my  ring. 

Phil,  I  will  have  it  no  lay. 

lach.  By  the  gods  it  is  one : — ^  If  I  bring  you  no 

fufficient 

*  Tou  are  a  friend,  and  therein  the  vjifer. ]  I  corre6^  it  t 

Tou  are  afraid,  and  therein  the  'uoiferm 
What  lachimo  feys,  in  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech,  determines  this  to 
have  been  our  poet's  reading ': 

But,  I  fee  you  have  fome  religion  in  you,  that  you  fear. 

Warburton. 

Tou  are  a  friend  to  the  lady,  and  therein  the  'uoifer^  as  you  will 
not  expofe  her  to  hazard  ;  and  that  yowfear^  is  a  proof  of  your 
religious  fidelity,     Johnson. 

'  lach.  I^  I  bring  you  \MQ  fufficient  tefllmony  that  I  have  f«- 

)^V  the  dear  eft  bodily  part  of  your  mifrefsy  my  ten  thoufand  ducats  are 
yours ;  fo  is  your  diamond  too  :  if  I  come  off',  and  leave  her  in  fuch 
honour  as  you  have  truft  in^  Jhe  your  jevoel^  this  your  jcwel^  and  my 
gold  are  yoMYS^  &C. 

Vol.  IX.      -  O  2  Poft. 
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fufEcieftt  teftimonjr  that  I  have  enjoy'd  the  deateft 
bodily  part  of  your  miftrefe,,  my  ten  thoufand  ducat? 
are  yours ;  fo  is  your  dianaoadtoo :  If  I  come  off,  and 
kave  her  in  fuch  honour  as,  you  have  truft  in,  Ibe  your 
jewel,  this  your  jewel,  and  my  gold  are  yours  ;— 
provided,  I  have  your  commendation,  for  nty  iftore 
free  entertainment. 

.  P)®?.  I  embrace  thcfe  conditions;  let  us  have  arti- 
cles betwixt  us  : — only>  thus  far  you  fliall  anfwer; 
If  you  make  your  voyage  upon  her,  and  give  me  di- 
rc^ly  to  undcrftand  you  have  prevailed,  I  am  no 
further  your  enemy,  Ihe  is  not  worth  our  debate  3 
if  ihe  remain  unfeduc'd,  (you  not  making  it  appear 
otheVwife)  for  your  ill  opinion,  and  the  aiiault  you 
have  made  to  her  chaftity,  you  Ihall  anfwer  me  with 
your  fword. 

lach.  Your  hand;  a  covenant:  We  will  have 
th^fe  things  fet  down  by  lawful  counfel,  and  ftraight 
away  for  Britain ;  left  the  bargain  Ihould  catch  cold, 

•  Baft*  I  enibract  thefe  conditions ^  &c^]  This  was  a  wager  be* 
tween  the  two  fpeakers.  lachimp  declares  the  condkipna  of  it; 
atid  Poilhumus  embraces  them,  as  well  he  might ;  for  lachimo 
mentions  only  that  of  the  two  conditions  which  was  favourable  to 
Pofthumus,  namely,  that  if  his  wife  preferved  her  honour  he 
Ihould  win :  concerning  the  other,  in  cafe  Ihe  preferved  it  not, 
lachimo,  the  accurate  expounder  of  the  wager,  is  iilent.  To 
make  him.  talk  more,  in  character,  for  we  find  him  fharp  enoagh 
in'theprofecution  of  his  bet,  we  fhould  ilrike  out  the  negative, 
^d  read  the  reft  thus  :  If  I  hring you/uffLUnt  teflimo^ty  thatlbofot 
etijoy^d^  &c.  my  ten  thoufand  ducats  are  mine  ;  fo  is  your  diamond^ 
too*  if  I  come  pff\  and  lea-ve  her  in  fuch  honour^  3£C«  fbe  yovT 
jei{3el^  &C.  and  my  gold  are  yours.     War  bur  ton* 

I  once  thought  this  emendation  right,  but  am  now  of  opinion, 
that  Shakefpeare  intended  that  lachimo,  having  gained  his  ptti> 
pofe,  {houid  defignedly  drop  the  invidious  and  pfieniive  vpart  c/ 
the  wager,  and  to  flatter  PoUhymus,  dwell  Ions;  upon  the  mote 
pleafiug  part  of  the  reprefentation.  One  condition  of  a  wagCf 
implies  the  other,  and  there  is  no  need  to  mention  both* 

JOHNM-K* 
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and  ftarve :  I  will  fetch  my  gold,  and  have  our  two 
wagers  recorded.  - 

Pcfi.  Agreed.  \Exeunt  Pojihumus^  andlachimo. 

French.  Will  this  hold,  think  you  ? 

Phil.  Signior  lachimo  will,  not  from  it.  Pray,  let 
us  follow  'em.  .  [Exeunt. 

SCENE      VL.     '  ' 

t  * 

Cymbeline^s  Palace. 
Enter  ^een^  Ladies^  and  Cornelius. 

^een.  Whiles  yet  the  dew's  on  ground,  gather 
thofe  flowers ; 
Make  halle  :  Who  has  the  note  of  them  ? 

I  Lady.  I,  madam. 

^een.  Difpatch. —  [Exeunt  ladies. 

Now,   mafter    dodor;   have   you    brought   thofe 

drugs? 
.  Cor.  Pleafeth  your  highncfs,  ay  :    here  they  ace, 

madam  : 
But  I  befeech  your  grace,  (without  offence; 
My  confciencc  bids  me  aft.)  wherefore  you  have 
Commanded  of  me  thefe  moft  poifonous  compounds. 
Which  are  the  movers  of  a  languilhing  death  ; 
But,  though  flow,  deadly  ? 

^een.  I  wonder,  dodor, 
Thou  aflt'fl:  me  fuch  a  queftion  ;  Have  I  not  been 
Thy  pupil  long  ?  Haft  thou  not  learned  me  how 
To  make  perfumes  ?  diftill  ?  preferve  ?  yea,  fo, 
That  our  great  king  himfelf  doth  woo  me  oft 
For  my  confe&ions  ?  Having  thus  far  proceeded, 
(Unlefs  thou  think'ft  me  devilifli)  is't  not  meet 
That  I  did  ampHfy  my  judgment  in 
^  Other  conclufions  ?  .1  will  try  the  forces 

*  Other  conclufions  f ]     Other  experiments.    I  commend^  fays 

Walton,  an  angler  that  /nVj  conclufions,  and  improves  his  art. 

Johnson. 

O  3  Of 
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Of  thcfe  thy  compounds  on  fuch  creatures  as 
We  count  not  worth  the  hanging,  (but  none  human) 
T6  try  the  vigour  of  them,  and  apply 
AUayments  to  their  aft ;  and  by  them  gather 
Their  feveral  virtues,  and  cffcAs. 

Cor.  ^  Your  highnefs 
Shall  frpm  this  praftice  but  make  hard  your  heart  : 
Befidcs,  the  feeing  thefe  efFed:s  will  be 
Both  noifome  and  infectious* 

^een.  O,  content  thee.— — 

$nt4r  Pifam. 

Here  comtfs  a  fluttering  rafcal ;  upon  him        Z4f^y 
Will  I  firft  work :  he*s  for  his  niafter, 
And  enemy  to  my  fon. — How  now,  Pifanio  ?—- 
Dodor^  your  fervice  fpr  rhis  time  is  ended  ; 
Take  your  own  way. 

Cor.  I:do  fufp^ft  you>  madam,  j 
But  you  Ihall  do  no  harm.  C4^^t 

^een.  Hark  thee,  k  word [To  Pifanio. 

Cor.  [;Jftde.2  *  I  do  not  like  her.     She  doth,  think, 
flie  has 

Strange 

t  Tettr  bigbnefs 
Shall  from  this  fra&ice  hui'make  hard  your  heart  ;]|  There  is 
in  this  pal&ge  nothing  that  much  requires  a  note,  yet  I  cannot 
forbear  to  pufh  it  fbrmrd  into  pbfervation.  The  thought  would 
probably  have  been  more  amf^ifiedy  had  our  author  lived  to  be 
fliocked  with  fuph  experiments  as  have  been  publifhed  in  later 
times,  by  a'racieof  men  that 'have  pra£kifed  tortures  without  pity, 
and  related  them  i^ihbut  (haine,  land  are  yetfuflfer^  to  ere£|  their 
heads  ahiong  human  beings. 

Cape  faxa  manu,  cape  rohora,  paftor.     Johnson. 

^  I  do  not  like  her*''  ■■■]  This  folilo<}uy  is  very  inartificial. 
The  fpeaker  is  under  no  flrong  preflure '  of  thought ;  he  is  neir 
ther  refolving,  repenting,  fufpeaing^  nor  deliberating,  and  yet 
fnakes  a  lopg  fpeech  to  tell  tiimfelf  what  bimfelf  knows. 

"    '  JO^!JSON. 

Ido 
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Strange  lingering  poifons :  I  do  know  her  fpirit. 

And  will  not  trull  one  of  her  maiice  with 

A  drug  of  fuch  damn'd  nature  :  Thofe,  flie  has,  ^ 

Will  ftupify  and  dull  the  fenfe  a  while  : 

Which  firft,  perchante,  flie'U  prove  on  cats,  and 

dogs; 
Theii  afterward  up  higher  :  but  there  is 
No  danger  in  what  fliew  of  death  it  makes. 
More  than  the  locking  up  the  fpirits  a  time,    : 
To  be  mofefrelh,  reviving.     She  is  fool'd 
With  a  moft  falfe  cffeft ;  and  I  the  truer. 
So  to  be  falfe  with  her. 

^een.  No  further  fervice,  dodror. 
Until  I  fend  for  thee* 

Cor.  I  humbly  take  my  leave.  [Exit. 

^een.  Weeps  flic  ftill,    fay'ft  thou\>  Doft  thou 
think.  In  time 
She  will  not  quench ;  and  let  inftruAions  enter  ' 

W^here  folly  now  pofifefles  ?  Do  thou  work : 
When  thou  flialt  Wing  me  word,  Ihe  loves  my  fon, 
I'll  tell  thee,  on  the  inftant,  thou  art  then 
As  great  as  is  thy  matter :  greater  ;  fot 
His  fortunes  all  lie  fpeechlefs,  and  his  name 
Is  ax  laft  gafp  :  Return  he  cannot,  nor 
Continue  where  he  is  :  '  to  fliift  his'being. 
Is  to  exchange  one  mifery  with  another ; 
And  every  day,  that  comes,  comes  to  decay 
A  day's  work  In  him:  What  Ihaltthou  expe<ft. 
To  be  depender  on  a  thing  '  that  leans  ? 

■ 

J  do  not  like  her.'  ■  .  ]  This  foliloquy,  however  inartificial 
m  refpedt  of  the  fpeaker,  is  yet  neceiTary  to  prevent  that  uneafi- 
nefs  which  would  naturally  arife  in  the  mind  of  ah  audience  on 
recoOe^bn  that  the  queen  had  mifchievbus  ingredients  in  her 
pofleffion,  unlefs  they  were  undcceiv'd  as  to  the  quality  of 
them ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  ufefiil  to  prepare  us  for  the  return  of  Imo- 
gen to  life.    Steevens, 

"^  "^'•"^tojbifibhbeing^']    To  change  his  abode.     Tohnsok. 

*  r^^^tbat  leans  f  ]     That  inclines  towards  its  fell.    Johnson* 

O  4  Who 
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Who  cannot  be  new  built ;  nor  has  no  friends, 

[7}?e  ^een  drops  a. phial:  Pifanio  takes  it  up. 
So  inuch  as  but  to  prop  him  ? — Thou  tak'ft  up 
ttbu  know'ft  not  what  i  but  take  it  for  thy  labour  : 
It  is  a  thing  I. make,  which  ^ath  .the  king 
Five  times  redeemed  from  dtath  ;  I  dp  n6t  know 
What  is  moi:e  cordial  r-^-rN ay,  J  pry'thee,  t;ake  it; 
Jt  is  an  earneft  of  a  further  good 
That  I  mejm.to  thee.    -TeU.  thy  rniftrefs  how 
The  cafe  fliand^: with  her  r  ^o%  as  from  thyfelf* 
*  Think  what  a  chance  thou  changed  on  ;  but  think' 
Thou  haft  thy  miftrefs  ftill.;  to  boot,  my  fan, 
Who  lhalltak^notu:'eqfthee  :' Til  move  the  king 
To  anyfliape  of  th}(prqferm>eijt,  ft^ch  • 
As  thoult  defire  ;  and  then  myfelf,  I  chiefly. 
That  fet  thee  on  to  tjjvi?  d^rt,  afti  bound 
To  load  thy  iperit  richly.     Call  my  women  : 

..  zi  .  /  '        '  {Exit  P.ifanio^ 

Think  on  my  words.-4*A  fly,'  and conftant  knave  ; 
NQtto.beftak'dJ  the  ageotf fdr his ^mafter ; 
And  tlie  remembrancer  of  bc?'>  ta^ hold 
The  hand  faft..to-htc:l0rd;*-r1  have  given  him  that^^ 
Whicb^  if  hj^tftkie,  ilhall  .'qui»t  unpedple  her 
'  Of  l4^g^rs^fpth6c&'eet;/;imdc^ich  fli€?,  after. 

Except  Ih?  bend  her  humour^  Ihall  be  affur'd 

.» .       .  ■■ 

.•V,  »-.»•>  ■  ' 

*  Thiffk  s^b^MXhw^f^  fifM-e^ngi^mj  ■"  3  Such  is  the 
reading  of  ^a  oU  ^py9.whit)h^l)y.liClcceedii^  edxMt  has  he^n 
altered. int^    .  •  .^^-^    t  ^i  -  )•  vj  .   >i  .5   .-'  -  '•  •   >»"'  •••  ''''• 

Think  ^U9l;^a'Ci^/fiff<^^di!oi»;Ci&^^aw^0ti  ;*i*^ 
and     .  XlVii^k  vhafra  ri^flitf^thdM'r^jiif^'oni;^ 


.>l     .->.•• 


but  unBL«ca(ferily*>i  Tbe^mfitnittif'/i^:   '*-thittk  with  vffcAt  a  fak 
profpe<^/9jf  inen^ing  yqur  fojrtiincs  you  now  <hang6  y^iir  prefent 

(ervicc-V  ^SoT^ai^lpif^K  ,  -i..   -,  •"  ••"'•  :^    ^■''»' 

^  Q/IeigerBj^'A^r;/^uw/;-— rr.J    A  lei^er  ambailador,'  is  one 
thatrefiUs?  at  a  fojcei-gft  cpurt  to  promote  his  mafter*3  ihtercfl. 

V"  '■'-  - .  Johnson, 

So,  m  Meafure  fpr  Mtafurt : 

*'  — *— LordAngdo 

"  Intends  you  for  his  fwitt  ambaflador ; 

f  *  Where  you  fliall  be  an  everlafting  /^/^rr."   Steevens. 

Re-enter 
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Ri-enUr  Pifamo,  and  ladks. 

To  taftc  of  too. — So,  fo ; — well  done,  well  done  : 
The  violets,  cowflips,  and  the  primrofes, 
pear  to  my  clofet  : — Fare  thee  well,  Pifanio  ; 
Think  on  tpy  words.  {Exeunt  ^en^  and  Ladiei^ 

Pif,  Andflialldo  : 
But  when  to  my  good  lord  I  ptove  untrue, 
ril  choke  myfelf :  there's  all  TU  do  for  you.  [£«r/^ 

SCENE     VII, 

Imogeifs  apartment* 
Enter  Imogen. 

Im.  A  father  cruel,  and  a  fteprdame  falfei 
A  foolilh  fuitor  to  a  wedded  lady. 
That  hath  her  hufband  banifliM ;— O,  that  hu£band  ! 
MyVuprenie  crown  of  grief  !  and  thofe  repeated 
Vexations  of  it !  Had  I  been  thief-ftolen. 
As  my  two  brothers,  happy !  ^  but  moft  miferable 
Is  the  deiire  that's  glorious  :  ^  BlefTed  be  thofe, 

•  How 

♦  — ^«i  moft  mi/erahk 

Is  the  deftre  that^s  glorious :  \    Her  hufband,  ihe  fayf » 

prpres  her  fupreme  grief.  She  had  been  happy  had  fhe  been 
^IcQ  as  her  brothers  were,  but  now  (he  is  miferable,  as  all  thofe 
^re  who  have  a  fenfe  of  worth  and  honour  fuperior  to  the  Yulgar, 
which  occaiions  them  infinite  vexations  from  the  envious  and 
wot^hlefs  part  of  n^ankind^ .  Had  fhe  not  fo  refined  a  tafte  as  to  be 
content  only  with  the  fuperior  merit  of  Poflhumus,  but  could 
have  taken  up  with  Cloten,  fhe  mi^ht  have  efcaped  theie  perfecu* 
tions*  This  elegance  of  taile,  which  always  difcovers  an  excel* 
lence  and  chufes  it,  fhe  calls  with  great  fublimity  of  ezprelBoiiy 
pJd  defire  that* s  glorious  i  which  the  Oxford  editor  not  undcrftand* 
ing,  alters  to.  The  degree  that* s  glorious.    Warburton. 

5 Blejfedhethofe^ 

How  mean  foe* er^  that  have  their  honejl  wiUSf 

l^ich' feafons  comfort ^'mmmmm'\    The  lafl  wordi  are  ctjuiypcal ; 

but 
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How  mean  foe'er,  that  have  ifaeir  honeft  wills. 
Which  feafons  comfort. — Who  may  this  be  ?  Fie  t 

'■  '  Enter  Pifanie,  and  lachimo. 

Pif.  Madam,  a  noble  gentlem^ij  pf  Rome, 
.Comes  from  my  lord  with  letters. 

lacb.  Change  you,  madam  ?  . 
The  worthy  Leonatiw  is;  in  fafpty, 
JtXid greets  your  highnefs  dearly.    ■      [Gives  aUtjer. 

Imo,  Thanks,  good  iir ; 
You  arc  kindly  welcome. 

lacb.  All  of  her,  that  Is  out  of  door,  moft  rich  ! 
If  ihe  be  furnifli'd-witb  a.  rnind  fo  rare,  [yifiie. 

She  is  alone  the  Arabian  bird  ;  and  I 
Have  loft  the  wager.     Boldnefs  be  my  friend  ! 
Arm  me,  audacity,  from  head  to  foot  ! 
Or,  Ijke  the  Parthian,  Ifliallflying  flg^t;  '  ■ 
Rather,  direftly  fly. 

butj]wjneai«ngis.ilii»:  Who  are  b^olden  (qtlft^.tke^Qafoni 
for  tfieir  lupfort  and  nourifhment;  fa  that,  if  ttiofe  Ik  kindly, 
foch  have  nomoretocare  forordefire.    WARBURTiaM,' 
-    I  am  willinz  to  cconply  with  any  mpanin^  that  cm- be  extiaited 
fron)  the  pre^qt  text,  rather  than  change  it,  yet  will  propofe, 

.iwtjvith  great  diffidence,  a  flight  alteraticm : 

■'^^       _!_, Bleft'd  he  iHofe, 

Bow  Biegn  foe'er,  that  have  their  honeft  wilb, 
Wifii,rii^ai?scoTa{QTt.—!—  ~    '    •-■■_■ 

Who  gratify  their  in adcent  wifhes  mth  rc^MsUe  eojaymentf. 

atapother  cititeiarion,  which,  as  the  laft  woidi 
lefluivocal.may  bcpropofed.    '"  Te  be  able  to 

((ays  (he)  is  the  raiferabte  privilege  of  thoft  ivbo 
I  afpiring  thought  and  elegant  defirc«.  BlelTcd 
:r  meaii  tbeir  cdnditioni  who  have  the  power  of 
oreft  inclinattont,  which' circamflmceMAnuiM 
1  tomfort  itfelf."'  ■       ^ 

the /fiiT^s  of  all  natures,  flecp.**   Macbeth. 
*f,  16 1  c  : 
y  of  mis 


—  ...ejjieroory  of  misfortune!  paft 
*  5fq/onj  the  welcome,"- Steetens. 


Imogai 
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Imogen  readSf 

Hf  is  one  of  the  nobleft  note,  to  whofe  klndn^s 
I  am  moft  infinitely  tied*  Refletl  upon  him  accordingly^ 
as  you  value  your  truft.  '      r 

So  far  I  read  aloud  t 

But  even  the  very  middle  of  my  heart 

Is  warm'd  by  the  reft,  and .  takes  it  thankfully .-^^ 

You  are  as  welcome,  worthy  fir,  aji  I 

Have  words  to  bid  you ;  and  ihaU  ^nd  it  {q. 

In  all  that  I  can  do. 

lack  Thanks,  faifeft  )ady.-rr>     - 
What !  are  men  mad  ?  Ilath  nature  given  them 
eyes  [^^t 

To  fee  this  vaulted  arch,  ^  and  the  rich  crop 
Offeaand  land,  which. can  diftinguilh  'twixt 
The  fiery  orbs  above,  '  and  the  twinn*d  (tones 
Upon  the  number'd  beach  ?  aftd  can  we  not 
Partition  make  with  fpedtacles  (o  precious 
Twixt  faif  and  foul  ?     .  Im* 

^  mm^^and  the  rich  cxof 
Offea  andland^ ]     He  is  here  Speaking  of  the  covering 

of  fe4  and  laodv    S)^ikefpeare  therefore  wrote : 

and  the  rich  cofe^.   W/v&BU&TOK. 

Surdy  nOeniendatiDn:i8:iiecei]iaTy«  The  vaubf  J  arch  is  alike 
t^e  cope  or  covering  of/ea  and  lanJ,  When  the  poet  had  fpoken 
of  it  once,  coul4  he  hav«  thought  this  fecond  introduction  of  it 
peceflaiy  ?  The  (r9p  af/ea  and.'Uxdm^m  only  the^produ^ont 
of  either  eleinetkf#  STftevK?*8^. .  .  ' 
^      •  >.  and.  the  f^iwCdfi^nei 

XJfon  Hfe  vOsobot^d  heach  ^-*-  r-}  I  l^^v^  no  idea  in  what  fenfe 
the  beach,  4)t  ibore,  (bould  be  called  tmmber^d*  I  have  ventured, 
againfi  all  the  co^es,  to  fubfHtufe : 

Vfcnth^^^^yxxx^t^d^heacht"^ 
le.  the  infinite  eztenfive  beach,  if  wearetouoderfiandtheepi- 
tliet  as  coupled  to  that  word.    Buty  I  rather  think,  the  poet  in* 
tended  an  fypaUage^  like  that  in  the  be|^ning  of  Ovid^s  Meta^ 
morpbpfti : 

**  (In  nova  fert  animus  mutatas  diceit  fonna^ 

*«  Corpora.)'^ -—  And 
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Imo.  What  makes  your  admiration  ?  - 
lach.  It  cannot  bei'  the  eye  ;  for  apes  and  mon- 
keys^ 
Twixt  two  fuch  /he's,  .would  chatter  this  way,  and 
Contemn  with   mows  the  other :  Nor  i'  the  judg- 
ment; 
For  idiots,  in  this  cafe  of  favour,  would 
Be  wifely  definite :  Nor  i'  the  appetite ; 
Sluttery,  to  fuch  neat  excellence  opposed, 
*  Should  make  defire  vomit  emptinefs. 
Not  fo  allur'd  to  feed. 

Itno. 

And  then  we  are  to  underflund  tjie^  paflagc  thus,:  ^dthe  infiniu 
number  of  i^iniC d Jlones  ifpan.  the  iuvh*  .  TUEQkSAltD. 

.  Ufi)n  /A'..UDnumber'4  ^^ri&  f]    Senfe  apd  the  aiuithefis  oblige 
us  to  read  this  nonfenfe  thus  : 

tJppp.  (he  humbled  beach  J  ■     . 

i*  e*  becaufe  daily  insulted'  with  the  floW'  of  the  tide* 

War^urton. 

I  know  not  wc^U  how  to  r^i^late  thia-pairage.     Numbered  \% 

perhaps  numerous^     TvjiniC d Jiones  I  do  pot  underfland,     Tixjinn^d 

Jhells^  or  pairs  ofJheUs^  arc  very  common.    For  tvjMd  we  might 

read  /<u;/«V;'tnat  is,  t  mftid^  convolved  \  but  thi$  fenib  is  more 

applicable  to  fhells  than  to  ftones.    John^qn*     .. 

The  pebbles  on  the  fea  fhore  are  fo  much  of  the  fame  fize  and 
fhape,  that  twlnn'd  may  mean  as  like  as  /<uuVv,  ^o  ifi,  the  Maid 
ofthe-MiHy  by  B.  and  fletcher :.,  .      j 

^*  But  is  it  poffible  that  two  faces         .  •  .    - 

^<  Should  be  fo  t^inu^d  in  forxfiy  comple3(ipQ»  &c^ 
Again  in  our  author's  CoriolanuSy  aft  IV,  fc.  iv : 

Are  ftili  together,  who  tnmn  as  'twere,  in  love.  ^ 
The  author  of  7^^  Revifinl  Qonji^uri^s  the  ,po<et  might  have 
written ^»r«V  ftonps.     He  might  polEbly  have  writt;en  that  or  any 
other  word.— -—In  Coriolanus^  differcQt  epithet  isbejftow^d  on  thQ 
beach :  ,.   ... 

*f  Then  let  the  pebbles  on  th^  huf^ry  beach 

.     ^     -<'  Fillqpthejftars^ — -^ 

Dr.  Warburton's  conjefture  may  be  countenanced  by  the  follow- 
ing paiTiige  in  Spenier's  i*Wry  .^eetty  b.  vi,  c.  7. 

^"  But  as  he  lay:  upon  the  hwnhled  grafs.*'    Steevens# 
I  think  we  may  read  the  umhcredy  xh&Jhaded  beach.     Tbis  wore! 
is. niet  within  otjher places.     Farmer. 
^  K>hould  make  defire  vomit  emptinefs^ 

Not  Jo  aihr^d  to  fced.l  1.  e.  that  appetite,  which  is  not  al- 
luriS^  to  feed  on  fuch  excellence,  can  have  no  flomach  at  a^l ;  but, 
though  empty,  muil  naufeate  every  thing.     WARBURtON. 

I  tx% 
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Imo.  What  is  the  matter,  trow  ? 

lach.  The  cloyed  will, 
(That  fatiate  yet  unfatisfy'd  defire. 
That  tub  both  fiU'd  and  running)  ravening  firft 
The  lamb,  longs  after  for  the  garbage, 

Im.  What,  dear  fir. 
Thus  raps  you  ?  Are  you  well  ? 

lach.  Thanks,  madam  ;  well :— *Befeech  you,  lir, 

[To  Pifanio^ 
Defire  my  Vnan's  abode  where  I  did  leave  him: 
*He's  ftrange^  acd  peevilh. 

Pif. 

I  explain  this  paflage  in  a  fenfe  alihofl  contrary,     lachimo,  in 

tEis  cobhWfeited  rafjpture,;  has  (hew^n  haw^  the  eyes  and  xht  jt4dg^ 

maif  wonld  determine  in  faTOW  of  Imogen^  comparing  her  with 

AH  prefeit  miflr^fi  of  Pdfthumiis,  and  proceeds  to  fay,  that  ap^ 

petite  too  would  give  the  fame  fuffragtv    D^e,  faya  he^  when  k 

approache4  J^«//^rV9  andxonfidered  k  in  €ompari£an  with /uc/j  neat 

excellence ;^ti\M: hot  only  be  net  JV  allured  imfe(d^  but,  feized  with 

a  fi^ 'pP'Jbathing,  ui;^/^  vomit  -eihptinefs^  would  feel  the  convul- 

imi ^ ^ifguily  tiio\igbV'b3htg imfed,  it  hadi'vothittg  to eje<ft. 
•  '■!.\:t     ,ui:i:-, ■;,;',-:.].  r  i:  ■,:   \  i^^'"  >.    :.-,  '        -..,>  ..John SON. 

Dt^i^Ui^onf  ahd  Dr.f  f 0)iftfon.  hare  toth^^eto  the  pains  to 
gjve  the Jr^difittVetit'ftfnfesOF this  paflafge ;  hut  I  am  ftill  unable  to 
£onapiehen4  how  deflte/or  iny  ether  things  'carib6  made  to  vcffftt 
4ti/Bm/s;  'I  i^^r  belicte  the^alfirge  fhouid  be  read  thus : 
-^ -Sliittcry,  <^flitb  taea«fexceilence'Oppos'd> 
Should  make  deiire  vomit,  einptlndfc;,    '<    -    ,' 
Notfoi«//«rrtoY(6(*d4?    :    .     '.  i  '.K 

That  if,'^Sm\U'm/q,  pti'.'fach  dr<mm'fbricckj)i^«re  [cvenj 

This  is  * ^6t^  iU  con^^ed ; '  but  I  think  b^j^i  elm  eitplanation 
^iipii^2fh  J«^/:<?}^«^/k;^^lft  the  laigiiaj^  W  fwfctry, .  to  feel 
'the''' tohiHi{@&H^  tf  eruf^sttioa^l^hom  plibnitdle  hy6uu»}>i^^ 
"  ^  "WeW^ti^^^^khfkiil^  ekptinefu  Thc.oddity  and  Indelicacy 
of  this  paiiage  may  be  kept  in  countenance  by  the  following  cir« 
cumftance  in%[e^fagcdy  of>(i#//.>^  il^a^  15784 

V  Now  wUlIeflay  to  v<>w// if^-can  j  .        '         . 
'  •^iil^hiri^bki  yourhe^cf,^^^^  i  wHlhoW  yourAdmach,&c*** 

**  Here  mqney%atP»ikke4s  ihottgb  J^e  ^vouU  wormt»^* 
kg2ii.;i^^*^^fferepeafiete^all  make^u  tbotf^h  be  nwmld  vomit.*' 
■■^Ai     .^.-..-r/^^     ,  **         ^     Steevens. 

^He^s  i^mnge,  and  peevifh,']    He  U  a ,  forngner,  and  eafll/ 

fretted.     Jo^NSOK* 
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Pif.  I  was  going,  fir, 
*  To  give  him  welcome. 

Imo^  Continues  well  my  brd  ?  His  health,  'befeecll 
you? 

lach.  Well,  madam. 

Imo.  Is  he  difpos'd  to  mirth  ?  I  hope,  he  is. 

Jach.  Exceeding  pleafant ;  none  a  ftranger  there  v 
So  merry  and  fo  gamefome :  he  is  call'd 
The  Briton  reveller  •• 

Imo.  When  he  was  here. 
He  did  incline  to  fadnefs ;  and  oft-times 
Not  knowing  why. 

lach.  I  never  faw  him  fad. 
There  is  a  Frenchman  his  companion,  one 
An  eminent  monfieur,  that,  it  feems,  much  loves 
A  Gallian  girl  at  home  r  he  furnaces  ^ 
The  thick  fighs  from  him  ;  whiles  the  jolly  Briton 

Strange^  I  telievc,  figniiies  Jhy  or  hachnard.  So  Holtnfhedl, 
P-  735  *  ^*  ■■'  ■  brake  to  him  his  mind  in  this  mifchievous  VBOXf- 
tcr,  in  which  he  found  him  nothing^r^jy^.** 

Pee*vi/b  anciently  meant  weak,  filly.  So  in  Lylly's  En^mi&ny 
1591  :  "  Never  was  any  fo  pee^^h  to  imagine  the  moon  either 
capable  of  affection,  or  fhape  of  a  miflrefs.^  Again,  in  Lylly^ 
GalateUj  when  a  man  has  given  a  conceited  anfwer  to  a  plain 
queition,  Diana  fays,  ^*  let  him  aldne,  he  is  histfeenfi/b.**  Again, 
in  Lon>e*5  Metam9rphofis  by  Lylly,  i6oi  :  **  In  the  heavens  Ifaw 
an  orderly  courfe,  in  the  earth  nothing  but  diforderly  love  and 
peevifinefs.^*  Again,  in  Gcfioti^  School  of  Ahnfey  1579:  "  Wc 
have  innnite  poets  and  pipers,  and  {\is^\teen>\fi>  cattel  among  us  in 
Englande/*    Again,  mtntComeij^  of  Errors: 

^^  How  now !  a  madman  !  Why  thou  peevifh  (heep^ 
^*  No  (hip  of  Epidamnum  flays  for  me/'    Stebvbms* 

« he  is  calfd 

The  Briton  reveller.]    So,  id  Chaucer^s  Cohens  TaUy  kte  edk. 

▼.  4369  = 

"  That  he  was  deped  Pefkin  re^tkttr.**    Steevens. 

»-^-. ^.furnaces 

neJbii^Jtghs  from  him ;  — — }    So  in  Chapman's  preface  to 

his  tcanflationbf  the^ir/W^^H<);!Krfr,  1598:  ••  — ;^«kxf#/Athc 

,  upu¥er(all']^ghesand  complaintes.of  this  tranfpofed  world/' 

SteBtbits* 

(Your 
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(Your  lord,    I  mean)   laughs    from's    free  lutig$, 

cries.  Of 
Can  my  fides  hoidj  to  thinks  that  many^'^'who  kn&ws 
Byhjficnyy  report,  or  his  own  proof,. 
What  woman  is,  yea,  what  Jhe  cannot  chufe 
But  mtifi  be,'-'<Vill  hisfhee  hours  tangu^  '     * 

For  ajfur*d  bondage  ? 

Imo.  Will  my  lord  fay  fo  ? 

lach.  Ay,  madam  ;   with  his  eyes  in  flood  with 
laughter. 
It  is  a  recreation  to  be  by. 
And  hear  him  mock  the  Frenchman :  But,  heavens 

know. 
Some  men  are  much  to  blame. 

Imo.  Not  he,  I  hope. 

lachs  Not  he  :  But  yet  heaven's  bounty  towards 
him  might 
Be  us'd  more  thankfully.     In  himfclf,  *tis  much ; 
In  you, — which  I  account  his,  beyond  all  talents, — 
Whilft  I  am  bound  to  wonder,  1  am  bound 
To  pity  too. 

Imo.  What  do  you  pity,  fir  > 

lochia  Two  creatures,  heartily. 

Imo^  Am  I  one,  fir  ? 
You  look  on  me ;  What  wreck  difcern  you  in  me^ 
Defcrves  your  pity  ? 

lach.  'Lamentable  !  What !  ' 

To  hide  me  from  th«  radiant  fun,  and  Iblaoe 
r  the  dungeon  by  a  fnuff  ? 

Imo.  I  pray  you,  fir. 
Deliver  with  more  openhefs  your  anfwer$ 
To  my  demands.    Why  do  you  pity  me  ? 

lack.  Thut  others  do, 
I  w*  about  to  fay,  enjoy  your— j»--But  » 

It  is  an  office  of  the  gods  to  vcng'e  it. 
Not  mine  to  fpeak  on^t. 

Jmo.  You  do  feem  to  know 

.  Sotnething 
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Somethihg  of  me,  or  what  concerns  me ;  Pray  you^ 
(Since  doubting  things  go  ill,  often  hurts  more 
Than  to  be  fure^they  do :  For  certainties 
Either  are  paft  remedies  ;  or,  ^  timely  knowings 
The  remedy  then  born)  difcover  to  me 
.  ^  What  both  you  fpur  and  flop. 

lacb.  Had  I  this  cheek 
To  bathe  my  lips  upon  ;  this  hand,  whofe  touch 
Whofe  every  touch,  would  force  the  feeler's  foul 
To  the  oath  of  loyalty  ;  this  objedl,  which 
Takes  prifoner  the  wild  motion  of  mine  eye. 
Fixing  it  only  here  :  Ihould  I  (damn'd  then) 
Slaver  with  lips  as  common  as  the  flairs  ^ 
That  mount  the  Capitol ;  ^join  gripes  with  handsf 
Made  hard  with  hourly  falfhood  (falihood,  as 
With  labour)  then  lie  peeping  in  an  eye, 

Bafe 

3   I  timefy  knowing^']    Rather  timely  ix^wxr.    Johnson, 

♦  What  both  you  fpur  and  Jlof,  ]  What  it  is  that  at  once  iocitei 
you  to  fpeak,  and  retrains  you  from  it,     Johnson, 

What  hoth you Jlpur  and ftop.'\  I  think  Imogen  means  t6  en- 
quire what  IS  that  news,  that  intelligence^  or  information,  you 
profefs  to  bring,  and  yet  with-hold :  at  leaft  I  think  1>%  Johnfon's 
explanation  a  midaken  one,  for  Imogen's  requeft  fuppoles  I^clu- 
mo  an  agent,  not  a  patient.    Sir  J.  Hawkins, 

I  thinK  my  explanation  true.    Johnson, 

X  i»  as  common  4is  thejlaifs 

That  mount  the  Capitol;  — -»  ]     Shakefpeare  has  befliowed  fome 
ornament  on  the  proverbial  phrafe  ^'asxommon  as  the  high^-way.'' 

Steevens* 

♦  'join  gripes  with  handsy  &c,]  The  old  edition  reads 

jom  gripes  with  hands 
Made  hard  with  hourly  falfhood  {(faifbood  as 
With  labpur)  then  iy  peepmg  in  an  eye,  &c# . 
I  read, 

'  then  lye  peeping  « 

The  author  of  the^prefent  regulation  of  the  text  I  do  not  kaow, 
but  have  fuffered  it  to  fland,  though  not  right,     Jiard  with 
faljhood  is,  hard  by  being  often  griped  with  frequent  cjiiange  of 
hands.    Johnson. 

I  join  gripes  with  hands 

Made  hourly  hard  hy  faHhood^  as  hy  labour  ;      ^ 
Tben^  glad  n^fslf  with  peeping  in  an  eye^}  Mr,  Rowc  firft 

rcgtt- 
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Bafe  and  unluibrous  as  the  fmoky  light 
that's' fed  with  ftinking  tallow  ;  it  were  fit. 
That  all  the  plagues  of  hellihould  *at  o^e  time 
Encounter  fuch  revolt. 

ImQ.  My  lord,  I  fear. 
Has  forgot  Britain.  ,        . 

lack  And  himfelf.     Not  I, 
Inclined  to  this  intelligence,  pronounce 
The  beggary  of  his  change ;  but  'tis  your  graces 
That,  from  my  muteft  confcience,  to  my  tongue. 
Charms  this  report  out. 

Into.  Let  me  hear  no.  more, 

lach.  O  deareft  foul !  your  caufe  doth  ftrike  my 
heart 
With  pity,  that  doth  make  me-iick.       A  lady 
So  fair,  and  fattened  to  an  empery  *, 
Would  make  the  greateft  king  double  !  to  be  part* 

ner'd 
With  tomboys  *,  '  hir'd  with  that  felf^exhibition 

Which 

regulated  the  paffage  thus,  as  it  has  been  handed  down  by  fuc- 
ceeding  editors ;  but  the  repetition  which  they  wished  to  avoid,  19 
now  reilored,  for  if  it  be  not  abfolute  nonfenfe,  why  ihould  we  re« 
fufe  to  follow  the  old  copy  ?    Steevens. 

* to  an  empery,]     Empery  is  a  word  fignifying  fovereig^i 

command  ;  now  obfofete.    Shakefpeare  ules  it  in  another  play  : 
**  Your  right  of  birth,  your  empery  y  your  own," 

SxEEVENSf 

*  With  tomboys,]    We  dill  call  a  mafculine,  a  forward  girl,  9 
tomboy*    So  in  Middjeton's  Game  at  Chefs ^   1625  : 

**  Made  ^reelcore  yt^r  i  tomhoy^  a  mere  wanton/* 
Again,  in  Lylly's  MiJas^  1592  :  *'  Ifthou  (hould'ft  rigg  up  an4 
down  in  our  jackets,  thou  wouldft  be  thought  a  very  tomiof^^* 
Again,  in  Lath  Alimony : 

*'*  What  humourous  tomhcys  be  theft  ?— — 
"  The  pnly  gallant  Meilalinas  of  our  age/* 
It  appears,  from  feveral  of  the  old  plays,  that  the  ladies  of 
J^cafure,  in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare,  often  wont  abroad  in  the 
habits  of  young  men.  Verftegan,  however,  gives  the  following  ctyr 
mologyoftheword/pz»^fl)f,  ^*Tumhe.  To  dance.  Tumhody  danced; 
heerof  wee  yet  call  a  wench  that  ikippeth  or  leapeth  lyke  a-boy,  a 
tn^  :  our  name  ajfo  of  tumUing.  cometh  froin  hence." 

Steevenj. 

Vol.  IX.  P  &VV 


•\ 


iio  C  Y  M  B  £  L  I  N  E. 

Which  your  own  coffers  yield !  with  difeasM  ventures. 

That  play  with  all  infirmities  for  gold 

Which  rottennefs  can  lend  nature!  fuch  boird  ftuff  *, 

As  well  might  poifon  poifon  !  Be  reveng'd ; 

Or  ftie,  that  bore  you,  was  no  queen,  and  you 

Recoil  from  your  great  ftock. 

Imo.  Reveng'd !  • 

How  ihould  I  be  revengM  ?  If  this  be  true, 
(As  I  have  fuch  a  heart,  that  both  mine  cars 
Muft  not  in  hafte  abufe)  if  it  be  true. 
How  fliould  I  be  reveng'd  ? 

lack.  Should  he  make  me 
Live  like  Diana's  prieft,  betWixt  cold  flieets  ; 
Whiles  he  is  vaulting  variable  ramps, 
In  your  defpight,  upon  your  purfe  ?  Revenge  it. 
I  dedicate  myfelf  to  yourfweet  pleafure ; 
More  noble  than  that  runagate  to  your  bed ; 
And  will  continue  faft  to  your  affed:ion. 
Still  clofe,  as  fure. 

Imo.  What  ho,  Pifanio  ! 

loch.  Let  me  my  fervice  tender  on  your  lips^ 
.    Imor.  Away] — I  do  condemn  mine  ears,  that  have 
So  long  attended  thee. — If  thou  wert  honourable. 
Thou  would'ft  have  told  this  tale  for  virtue,  not 
For  fuch  an  end  thou  feek'ft  ;  as  bafe,  as  ftrange. 
Thou  wrong'ft  a  gentleman ^  who  is  as  far 
From  tfiy  report,  as  thou  from  honour  ;  and 
Solicit*!!  here  a  lady,  that  difdains 
Thee  and  the  devil  alike :— What  ho,  Pifanio ! — 

*  thir*d  tvitb  that  f elf -exhibit  ion]     Grofsfirumpets^  hirei 
with  the  very  penjion  which  you  allow  your  huiband.     Johwsow. 

*  ...^^fuch  hoiV A  Jiuff^  ]    So  in  the  OldLa'W  by  Maffingcr : 

" —  ]fiok  parhiPJy 

* '  As  if  thejr  came  from  Cupid^s  fcalding-houfe;'* 

Steevens.  . 
•   ♦  Let  me  niy  fervice  tender  on  your  UpsJ\     Perhaps  this  is  an  allu- 
fion  to  the  ancient  cuilotn  of  fwearing  fervants  into  noble  familicst 
So  in  Cahha  Poetdrum^  8«r,  1599 : 

ihtfjoears  him  to  his  good  abearing, 

Whilft  her  faire  fweet  lips  were  the  books  of  fwearing." 

Steevens. 
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Thekingmyfatherfliall  be  made  acquainted  • 
Of  thy  affault :  if  he  Ihall  think  it  fit, 
A  faucy  ftranger,  in  his  court,  to  mart 
*  As  in  a  Romilh  ftew,  and  to  expound 
His  beaftly  mind  to  us ;  he  hath  a  court 
He  little  cares  for,  and  a  daughter  whom 
He  not  refpedts  at  all. What  ho,  Pifanio  ! 

lach.  O  happy  Leonatus !  I  may  fay  ; 
The  credit,  that  thy  lady  hath  of  thee, 
Deferves  thy  truft  ;  and  thy  moft  perfeft  goodnefs 
Heraffur'd  credit  ! — Bleffed  live  you  long! 
A  lady  to  the  worthieft  fir,  that  ever 
Country  call'd  his  !  and  you  his  miftrefs,  only 
For  the  moft  worthieft  fit !  Give  me  your  pardon, 
I  have  fpoke  this^  to  know  if  your  affiance 
Were  deeply  rooted  ;  and  ihall  make  your  lord, 
That  which  he  is,  new  o'er  :  And  he  is  one 
The  trueft  manner'd  ;  fuch  a  holy  witch. 
That  he  enchants  focieties  unto  him  2 
Half  all  men's  hearts  are  his.' 

Imo.  You  make  amends. 

lach.'  He  fits  'mongft  men,  like  a  defcended  god ; 
He  hath  a  kind  of  honour  fets  him  off. 
More  than  a  mortal  feeming.     Be  not  angry, 
Moft  mighty  princefs,  that  I  have  adventur'd 
^otry  your  taking  of  a  falfe  report ;  which  hath 

^  As  in  a  Romijh  ^^w,— ]  The  (lews  of  Rome  are  defervedly 
cenfiired  by  the  reformed.  This  is  one  of  many  inftances  in 
which  Shakefpeare  has  mingled  the  manners  of  difbtnt  ages  in 
this  play.    Johnson. 

Romijb  was  in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare  ufed  infiead  oi  Roman* 
There  were  ftews  at  Rome  in  the  time  of  Auguftus.  The  fame 
phrafe  occurs  in  Claudius  Tiberius  Nero^  1 607  : 

•*  my  mother  deem'd  me  changed, 

**  Poor  woman !  in  the  lo^thii^mt  Romijh  ftewes  :** 
and  the  author  of  this  piece  appears  to  have  been  a  fcholar. 
Again  in  Wit  in  a  Conjiahk^  by  Glapthorne,  1640  : 

"  A  RpmiJh'i^wQ^t^  or  Grecian  hippodrome.** 
Agam  in  Tho.  Drant*s  tranflation  of  the  fim  ejnfllepf  the  fecond 
wok  of  Horace,  1567  : 
**  The  Rom{fi;i  people  wife  in  this,  in  this  point  only  jufl.'* 

Steevens. 
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Honoured  whh  caafirmatioh  your  great  judgment 
In  .the  cleftion  of  a  fir  fo  rare. 
Which  you  know,  cannot  err :  The  love  I  bear  him 
Made  me  to  fan  you  thus ;  but  the  gods  jnade  yo\i. 
Unlike  all  others,  chaj(flefs.     Pray,  your  pardon. 
Imo*  All's  well,  fir  :  Take  my  power  i'  the  coort 

for  yours. 
lach.  My  humble  thanks.*    I  had  almoil  forgot 
To  intreat  your  grace  but  in  a  fmalt  requeft. 
And  yet  of  moment  too,  for  it  concerns . 
Your  lord  ;  myfelf,  and  other  noble  friends. 
Are  partners  in  the  bufinefs. 

Imo.  Pray,  what  is't  ? 

lach.  Some  dozen  Romans  of  us,  and  your  lord, 
(The  beft  feather  of  our  wing)  have  mingled  fums. 
To  buy  a  prefent  for  the  emperor ; 
Which  I,  the  fador  for  the  reft,  have  done 
In  France  :  'Tis  plate,  of  rare  device ;  and  jewels. 
Of  rich  and  exquifite  form  ;  their  values  great ; 
And  I  am  fomething  curious,  ^  being  fl:range. 
To  have  them  in  fafe  ftowage  ;  May  it  pleafe  you 
To  take  them  in  prote<3:ion  ? 

Imo.  Willingly  ; 
And  pawn  mine  honour  for  their  fafety  :  fince 
My  lord  hath  intereft  in  them,  I  will  keep  them 
In  my  bed-chamber>» 

lach.  They  are  in  a  trunk,. 
Attended  by  my  men  :  I  will  make  bold 
To  fend  them  to  you,  only  for  this  night  j    . 
I  muft  aboard  to-morrow. 

Imo,  O,  no,  no. 

lach.  Yes,  I  befeech  ;  or  I  fliall  Ihort  my  word. 
By  lengthening  my  return.     From  Gallia 
I  croft'd  the  feas  on  purpofe,  and  on  promife 
To  fee  your  grace. 

Imo.  L thank  you  for  your  pains ; 
But  not-  ^way  to-morrow  ? 

lach.  O,  I  muft,  madam : 

•       •  being ftrangCfl    i.  c.  being  a  ftranger.    Steetens. 

-  i-.  .  There- 
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Therefore  I  ifaall  befeech  you,  if  you  plcafc 
Togrect  your  lord  with  writing,  do't  to-night ; 
I  have  out^fiood  my  time ;  which  is  material 
To  the  tfender  of  our  prefent, 

Imo,  I  will  write. 
Send  your  truftk  to  me  ;  it  Ihall  fafe  be  kept. 
And  truly  yielded  you  :  You  are  very  welcome. 


A  C  T     II.      s  C  E  N  E     I. 

I 

tymMines  palace. 

•  * 

Enter  Ckteity  and  ttw  Lords. 

Clot,  Was  there  ever  man  had  fuch  luck  !  when  I 
'  kifs^d  the  jack  upon  an  up-caft,  to  be  hit  away  ! 
1  had  a  hundred  pound  on't  :  And  then  a  whore- 
fon  jackanapes  muft  take  me  up  for  fweariiig  ;  as 
if  I  borrowed  my  paths  of  him,  and  might  not  fpend 
them  at  my  pleafure. 

1  Lord.  What  got  he  by  that  ?  You  have  broke 
kis  pate  witjj  your  bowl. 

1  Lord.  If  his  wit  had  been  like  him  that  broke  it, 
it  would  have  run  all  out.  [^AJide. 

'  ^*kifs*4  *^tj^c^  i^poa  an  up'cafi^  ■  ]  He  is  defcribing 
hl«  fate  at  bowls.  The  jack  is  the  fmall  bowl  at  which  the  others 
are  aimed.  He  who  is  neareft  to  it  wins.  Tb  kifs  the  jack  is  a  Hate 
of  great  advantage.    Johnson. 

This  cxpreffion  frequently  occurs  in  the  old  comedies.  So,  in 
A  Woman  never  vex*d^  by  Rowley,   16^2  : 

•«  This  A\:fht^ler  has ki/s^^Jthc  tniftreft  at  the  firftf^." 

Steevens. 
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« 

Clot.  When  a  gentleman  is  difpos'd  to  fwear,  it  is 
not  for  any  ftanders-by  t6  curtail  his  oaths  :  Ha  ? 

2  Lord.  ^  No,  my  lord ;  nor  crop  the  ears  of  them. 

•  •    •  •    [Jfide. 

Cht.  Whorefon  dog  !t— I  give  him  fatisfattion  ? 
^Would,  he  had  been  one  of  my  rahkl  • 

2  Lord.  To  have  fmelt  like  a  fool.  [-^^* 

Cbt.  I  am  not  vex'd  more-at  any  thing  in  the  earthy 
—•A  pox  on't !  I  had  rather  not  be  fo  noble  as  I  am; 
they  dare  not  fight  with  me,  becaufe  of  the  queen  my 
jnother ;  every  jack-flave  hath  his  belly  full  of  fight- 
ing, and  I  rnqft  go  up  and  down  like  a  iock  that  no 
body  can  match. 

2  Lord.  You  are  a  cock  afid  a  capon  too ;  and  you 
crow,  cock,  9  with  your  comb  on,  [,Afide. 

Clot.  Say  eft  thou  ?  *  •    . 

1  Lord,  It  is  not  fit,  your  lordlhip  ihould  undertake 
\  every  companion  that  you  give  offence  to. 

Clot.  No,  I  know  that :  but  it  .is  fit,  I  lhoul4  com* 
mit  offence  to  my  inferiors. 

2  Lord.  Ay,  it  is  fit  for  your  lordfliip  only. 
Clot.  Why,  fo  I  fay. 

1  Lord.  Did  you  hear  of  a  ftranger,  that's  come  to 
court  to-night  ? 

Clot.  A  ftranger  !  and  I  not  know  on't ! 

2  Lord.  He's  a  ftrange  fellow  himfelf,  and  knows 
it  nor.  14/^' 

I  Lord.  There's  an  Italian  come;  and,  'tis  thought, 
one  of  Leonatus'  friends. 

Clot.  Leonatus !  abaniih'd  rafcal ;  and  he's  another, 
whatloever  he  be,     W^o  tpld  you  of  this  ftranger?; 

?  Nof  mjn  lord;  &c.]     Thls^  I  believe,  ftiould  ftai^d (hus ; 

1  Lord.  No,  my  lord. 

2  Lard.   Nor  crop  the  cars  of  them.    [^to.  ..Johnson. 
?          'Wiii  your  comh  on.'\     The  allufion  is  to  a  fool's  cap, 

which  hath  a  comb  like  a  cock's.    Johnson. 

«  mmmmm^every  companion— i-]  The  ufe  of  companion  WZB  the  fame 
lm  offellow  novt.    It  was  a  wyrd  of  contempt.    Johnson.. 

?  Lord, 
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I  Lord.  One  of  your  lordlhip's  pages. 
dot.  Is  it  fit,  I  went  to  look  upon  him  ?,  Is  th^re 
no  derogation  in't  ?      *  • .  • 

1  Ij^.  You  gannot  derogate,  my  lord. 
Clot^  Not  eafily,  I  think. 

2  Lord.'  You  are*  a  fool ' granted  ;  therefore  your 
iffues being- foolifh,, do  not  derogate.  •     [Aftde. 

Clot.  Come,  Tli  go  fee  this  Italian  :  What  I  have 
.loft  to-day  at  bowls,  HI  win  to-night  of  him.  Come, 

;go. 

2  Lord. .  ril  attend  your  lordfhip. 

.  .  [^Exeunt  Cloten^  andfirfi  Lord^ 

^hatfucb  a  crafty  devil  as  his  mother 
Should  yield  the  world  this  afs  !  a  woman,  that    • 
Bears  all  down  with  her  brain  ;  and  this  her  foa 
Cannot  tafee  two  from  twenty  for  his  hearty 
And  leave  eighteen.     Alas,  poor  princefs'. 
Thou  divine  Imogen,  what  thou  ^ndur'ft  I 
Betwixt  a  father  by  thy  ftep-damc  governed ; 
A  mother  hourly  coining  plots  ;  a  wooer, 
More  hateful  than  the  foul  expulfion  is 
Of  thy  dear  hufband,  thaix  that  horrid  aft 
Of  the  divorce  *  he'd  make  !  The  heavens  hold  firm 
The  walls  of  th^  dear  honour ;  keep  unfhak'd 
That  temple,  thy  fair  mind  ;  that  thou  may'ft  ftand, 
Tq  enjoy  thy  banifli'd  lord,  and  this  great  land  ! 

[Exit^ 
S  C   E  N    E     II. 

A  Bed-chamber ;  in  one  part  of  it  a  Trunk. 

Imogen  reading  in  her  bed ;  a  lady  atteifding^ 

Jmo.  Who's  there  ?  my  woman  Helen  ? 
Lady.  Pleafeyou,  madam. 

« ^..-i-^beM  jDMTi^f /-— ]    In  the  old  editions ; 
.         ■■   <*  bee'ld  nMh  /• 


Hanmer, 

■  'hell  made.* 
la  whieh.he  is  followed  by  Dr.  Warburton*    JoHKSONt 
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Imb.  What  hour  is  il  ? 
Lady.'  Almoft  midnight,  ttiadam, 
Imo.  I  have  read  three  hours  then  t  taine  eyes  ttt  : 
w^ark  c —         •  •        ;  *  •      '  " 

t*oid  down  the  leaf  where  I  have  left  :  To  bed  : 
Take  not  away  the  taper,  leave. ft  burniBg; 
And  if  thou  canft  awake,  by  four,  o' the  clocks* 
Ipr*ythee,  call  rAc,     Sleep  hath  fci^'d  tne  wholl-^. 

- .  {^Exii  lady^^ 

Toyour  protediion  I  commend  me,  gods  ! 
^rqm  fairies^,  and  the  tempters,  of  the  night, 
•Gu^rd  me,  befeech  ye  !  •  •     ^  ^Sfleeps* 

\^Iadhmoj  fr6m  the.  trunk. 
'  7^, /The  crickets  fing,and  mah'^  o*€r*labour*d 
•  -  •     fenfe  •  •    '  • 

kepairs  itfelf  by  teft  :  *  Our  Tarquin  thus 
f  Did  foftly  prefs.the  rulhes,  ere  he  waken'il 

^  Frdtn  'faMesy  fkc.]    In  Macbeth  is  ^  prayer  like  thia  j 
Reftrain  in  me  the  curfed  thoughts  that  nature 
Gives  way  to  in  rfepofe !     SteeVens, 

*  ■■■■  /  -our  tar^uin^ — ]     The  fpeakcr  is  an  Italian* 

JoBN6DK» 

^ Xlid  fofily  prefs  ^oe  rw0ies> ]     It  was  the  cuftora  in    thtf 

time  of  our  author  to  ftrew  chambers  With  ruflies,.  as  we  now  cover 
Ihem  with  carpets.  .  The  ^ra^lice  is  mentioned  in  Caim  de  £pbt^ 
"ijftira  JSrliaanicTa,     Johnson. 

So,  mJirAnofJPenurJham^  ^S9^* 

**  ^ his  blood  remains. 

"-Why  Urcvfru/bas.'* 
Again  : 

*^.JFor7n>hifi  fli|)'d  Aoe  I  did  find  forae  rijbes* 
Again,  \xi  Bujjy  lyAmhotSy  164!: 
*^  Were  not  the  king  here, '  he  fiioiildAtlew  the  chamber  like  a 

Ghakefpeafelhds'xM  famj^  idccuniftance  in  iiis  'S^e^ Lmcftce  : 

*<  «by  the  li^ht  he  /pies 

**  Lucretia's  jglove  wherein  her  needle  fficks  ; 
*'  He  tak^s  k  frc^m  the  rujhei  where  it  ilea,'*  U/^ 
^he  ancient  £ngli(h  ll:age,  as  appears  from  nnare  thanooe {>aflkge 
in  Decker's  Guts  Hornbooky  1609,  was  ftrewn  with  fmjbis: 
**  —Salute  all  your  gentle  acquatntwice  that  axe  ^pi«d  either  on 
the  rufi;es4ffj<ftt  iftjiolee  'i^^iidf yoU,  tmd  drimemhaLt  troApe  you  ca^ 
Suijfi  thejage  after  you."    Sxbetens^ 

The 
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the  diaftity  he*  wounded.— Gytfeenea, 
How  bravely  thou  becoip'ft  thy  bed !  f  refli  lilly  i 
Md  whiter  than  ."the  (hects  !  That  I  tolfeht  touch  i  - 
Butkify;  one  kift  !-^Rubies  tmparagon'd. 
How  dearly  they  doH  !-^'Tis  her  breathing  that  • 
Perfumes  the  chamber  thus  :  The  flame  o*  the  taper 
Bows  toward* her;  and  would  under-peep her lids> 
To  fee  the  inclofecf  lights,  now  cianopy'd* 
^tJnder  thefe  wind0w^s':  ^  White  and  azure  J  ■  lac*d  ' 
With  blue  of  heaven's  own  tin<3:%— But  my  defign  ?' 
to  nWe^  the  chamber :— I  will  write  all  down  : — i^' 
Such^  ^nd  fuch ,  pidures  ;-r^There  the  window :— ^ 

.     -Siieh    -  '       *    • 

The.adornment  of  her'bed' ;-^The  arras,,  figures  ? 
Why,  fuch,  aad  fuch ;  —And  the  contents  p*  th^ 

ftory, .     •     '  *  ■       , 

Ah,  but  foiiie  natural  notes,  about  h^r  body, 
XAbove  ten  thoufand  meaner  moveables 
Would  teftify)  toenrich  mine  inventory, 
0  ileep,  thouiipaof  death,  lie  dull  upon  her  } 
And  be  her  fenfe  but  as  a  rnonutiient. 
Thus  in  a  chapel  lying  !— -= — Come  off,  come  off;— 

[^Taking  bjf  her  bracelet^ 
As  flippery,  as  the  Gordian  knot  was  hard  !-— 
*Tis  mine ;  and  this  will  witnefs  outwardly,- 
As  ftrongly  as  the  confc.ience  does  within. 
To  the  madding  of  h^r  lord.     On  her  left*  breaft 

^  """^ntnij  eanf>fy*dy    Siiftkerpeare  has  the  &me  expreflion  in 
ToTjuin  and  LucTece : 

**  Her«eyes,  tike'Tnsrigolds,  had  iheath'd  their  fight, 
■•*  And  canppy^d  in  darfcnefs  fweetly  lay, 
**  *Till  they  might  open  to  adorn  the  day.**     Maloke. 
'  vshiu  and  a%ur9  /  iac*d 

With  hhe  rf  bettom^s  ^m  *iii5.— — ]     We  fliould  read  : 
—white  wth  aaurclac'd, 

The  blue  pf  heayen's  own  tin£t.-^]    i.  e.  the  white  ikin 
laced  with  Mtte  T<*iht.    -War«v»ton. 

A  mole 
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A  mole  cinqucrfpotred,  '  like  the  crlmfon  drops 
•  1'  the  bottom  of  a  cowilip  2  Here's  a  voucher,' 
.  Stronger  thaft  ever  law  could  make-:  ^this  fecret 
Will  force  him  think  J  have  .piok'd  the  lock,  and 

•:    * .  ta'en  *     -  ; 

-The  treafure  of  h^r  honour.     No  more,— i-To  what 

[  :...       end  ?  ,       \ 

Why  fhotild  I  wfkc  this  down,  that'5  riveted, 
Scr^w'd  tomy  memory?  She  hath  been  reading  late, 
The  tale  of  Tereus ;  here  the  leafs  turn'd  down,   . 

Where  Philomel  gave  up rl  have  enough : . 

To  the  tfunk  sfgain,  a-^d  fliut  the  fpring  of  it. 
Swift,    fwift,   ^  you  dragons  of  the  night !  '*  that 

downing     .  -  ^ 

..'.':       •.     .  •  '    '     /  *  •  '     May 


like  the  crimjhn  drops 


r  thp  hot  torn  of  a.  co^iAiflip:'^^^     This  fitnile  contains  •  the 
fmalleft  out  of  a  thouTand  proofs  that  Shakefpeare  wa^  a  moilaccu- 
.  rare  obferver  of  nature.    Steevens. 

•  ^  ""^^^ou  dragons  of  the  night ! ]    The  ta(k  of  drawing  tjic  • 

chariot  oi  night  was  affigned  to  dragons.  On  account  of  their  fup- 
pofed  WiUchfuhiefs.'  Milton  mentions  the  dragon  yoke  of  night  in 
//  P.enferofo ;  and  in  hi^  Mqfque  at  Ludlovj  Caftle :  ^^  the  dragon 
'^Hiyomb  of  Stygian  darknefs.*'  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  whole 
tribe  of  forpents  fleep  wit;h  their  eyes  open,  and  therefore  appear 
to  exert  a  conftant  vigilance,  Steevens. 

■ u*,  fljat  davjning- 

May  hezr, the  raoffn's  eye  ^'''-'^^l  Some  copies  read  iarCi  or 
makf  harg\  others  ope^  But  the  true  reading  is  hear^  z  term 
•taken  from  heraldry,  and  very  fublimely  applied.  The  meaning 
is,  that  morning  may  affume  the  colour  of  the  raven's  eye,  which 
is  grey,  Heiitfc  it  is^fo  commonly  caHed  the  grey^^fd  .moridtig. 
And  Romeo  and  Juliet :  '  .  ^  .  , 

**  I'll  fay  yon  grey  is  noti  the  morning's  eye.** 
Had  Shakefpeare  meant  to  hare  or  open  the  eye,  that  is,  to  awake, 
'  he  had  initanceH  rather  in  the  lark  than  raven,  98  the  carKer  rifer, 
Befides,  whether  the  morning  hared  or  opened  the  raven^s  eye  was 
of  ne  advantage  to  the  fpeaker,  but  it  was  of  much  advantage  that 
it  ihould  hear  it,  that  is,  become  light. .  Yet  the  Oxford  editor 
•Judicionfly  alters  it  to : 

May  ^ijr^  its  raven -fiye.— —    WARBURTOKt 
I  have  received  Hanmer's  emendatio|i«    Johkson* 
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Jllay  bare  the  raven's  eye  :  I  lodge,  in  fear ; 
Though  this  a  heavenly  angel,  hell  is  here. 

'[Clock  Jlrikes. 
One,  two,  three  : — Time,  time  ! 

.  \^Goes  into  the  trunk :  the  Jcpie  dofe^. 

* 

SCENE        III. 

Another  room  in  the  palace.  . 

Enter  Chten^  and  Lords. 

I  Lord.  Your  lordlhip  i^'  the  moft  patient  man'  in 
lofs,  the  moft  coldeft  that  ever  turned  up  ace. 

Clot.  It  would  make  any  man  cold  tolofe. 

J  Lprd.  But  not  every  man  patient,  after  the  noble 
temper  of  your  lordlhip  j  You  are  moft  hot,  and  fu- 
rious, when  you  win.  . 

Clot.  Winning  will  put  any  man  into  courage :  If 
J  could  get  this  foolilh  Imogen,  I  fliould  have  gold 
enough  :  It's  almoft  qiorning,  is't  not  ? 

I  Lord.  Day,  my  lord. 

Clot.  I  would  this  mufic  would  come :  I  am  ad- 
vis'd  to  give  her  mufic  o*  mornings ;  they  fay,  it  will 
penetrate, 

Enter  M^ians. 

Come  on ;  tune  :  If  you  can  penetrate  her  with  your 
fingering,  fo ;  we'll  try  with  tongue  too :  if  none  will 
do,  let  her  remain ;  but  FU  never  give  o'qr.  Firft,  a 
very  excellent  good-conceited  thing;  afterj  a  wonder- 
ful fweet  air,  with  admirable  rich  words  to  it,— and 
then  let  her  confidgr, 


■w 


'^bat  dawning 


May  bare  the  ravetCs  eye ;— — ]  The  old  reading  is  h^^re^  The* 
colour  of  the  raven* s  eye  is  not  grty^  but  totally  blacky  This  I 
affirm  on  repeated  infpeftion  :  therefore  the  poet  means  po  more 
th^n  th^t  the  light  might  wake  the  raven ;  or,  as  it  is  poetically 
pxpreffed,  hare  his  eye.    Stbby«k8< 

SONG. 


9tO 
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S     ON     Q. 

■ 

*  Hark  !  hark  f  the  lark  at  heaven* s  ffite^ngs^ 

'  His'Jieeds  to  water  at  thofefprings 
On  chalicd  flowers  that  lies  ^ 

* 

« 

*'  Hark  !  bark  /  tbt  lark  Mt  havm^sjgate  ftigSyl     The  fame  hf^ 
pcrbole  occurs  in  Milton's  P«atr/«^//tf  Z^,  book  v:  .      * 

<«  — ^ye  birds 

*  *  That  finging  .trp  to  hopvcf^s  gate  afcend." 
A^g?W>"in  Shake^artf's  ^pjth  Sonnet : 
*  '  -     -4*  Laje  to  the  lark  at  break  of  day  arifing 

**  From  foUea  earth,  Jlng^  hymns  at  heaifeiCs^e^ 
.        *  .  Stekveks* 

■  Ojt  cifalic^d  fio^iir^  that  U^ ;  J     !•  e.  the  morning  fun  dries 
lip  tl\«  de*r  which  tiesf  in  rtie  cup  of  flowers.    WAHBuRTtw. 
Hanmer  reads  :• 

£affh  '<h<^}?d  6f)wer  Cupplies  ; 
lo  <C;ape  ;i  fa^Ce  conconi :  but  corre^lnefs  nniA  not  be  obtained  by 
fuch    licentious  alterations.     It  may  be  noted,  that  the  rs|^of 
a  flower  is  called  calix^  whence  chalice*    Jotm^oN, 
thofefprings 
On  cMif*d  Jhwers  that  lifiif,]  *It  Ipay  be  obfcrved,  with  regard 
|tp  tbif  apparent  falfe  concord^  that  in  Tery  old  Engliih,  the  third 
perfon  plural  of  the  prefent  tenfe  endeth  m  eth^  as  well  as  the  lin- 
gular ;  and  often  familiarly  in  esy  as  might  be  exemplifled  fion^ 
Chaucer,  &c.     Nor  was  tiill  antiqu«tlni  idiom  quite  worn  out  in 
our  author's  time,  as  appears  from  the  following  paflage  in  Romip 

tmdfzlie^t: 

Aftd  cakes  the  elf-locks  in  foul  fluttifli  hairs. 
Which  once  untangled,  jnuch  misfortune  bodes  : 
as  fiTellA^ftom  many  otbcfs'ih  the  Reliquespf  ancient  EngliJhPo€lfy% 

Pejictt., 
.    D«r  P/STcy  might  Iwive  added,  that  tbetWrd  perfon  plural  of  thr 
Anglo-Saxon  prefent  tenfe  ended  in  eth^  apd  my^<tI>anO'B(ixon  in 
r/,  which  feems  to  be  the  original  of  luch  very  ancient  Englift 
idioms.    Tollet.  .       .   # 

.     JShakefpeare  frequently  ofiend^  in  this  manner  ag^inft  the  rules 

|)fgr$itim?ir.     So,  va.  Venus  and  Adonis : 

*♦  "She  lifts  the  coffer  \\6%  thatclofe  his  ey^s, 
.    ■**  Where  lo,  P\}io  lamfsy  burnt  out,  in  aarknefs  //«.*• 

Steevens. 


Mi 
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y&i  winking  Mary-buds  begin 

'  To  ope  their  golden  (yes ; 
fVith^every  thitiT  thai  ^pretty  bin : 
My  i^  fiveet,  arife ; 

^      '    ^Jlrifey  arife. 

So,  get  you  gone  :  If  this  penetrate,  I  will  coniider*" 
your  mufic  the  better  :  if  it  do  not,  it  is  a  vice  ia 
her  ears,  which  horfe-hairs,  arid  cats-guts  %  northe 
voice  of  unpaved  eunuch  to  boot,  can  never  amend.  . 

[Exeunt  MuficianU 


SiiUer  C^mbeHne,.  ami  ^^« 

2  Lori.  Hece' comes  the  king.  . 

Cbt.  I  am  glad,  I  was  up  fo  late ;  for  that's^  the 
reafon  I  was  up  fo  early  2  He  cannot  choofe  but  take 

this  fervice  I  have  done,  fatherly. Good  morrow 

to  your  majefty,  and  to  my  gracious  mother. 

Cym.  Attend  you  here   the    door  of  .our  fteriji 
daughter  ? 
Will  (he  not  forth  ? 

•  *  -  k 

^„..^retty  bin,]    b  v«y  properly  reflored  by  Haomer,  dn 
/r?/^^  iV :  but  lie  t»o  gramraatically  reads .: 

With  all  the  things  that  pretty  hjn.     Johnson. 
So,  in  Spenfer*s  Faery  ^een^  book  1.  c.  1 . 
**  That  which  pf  them  to  take,  in  diverfe.  doubt  diey  Aw»/' 
Again,  m  Ihe^ArmignmtfU  ofParis^  1584 : 
^  Sir,  y9u  jbs^  bo»ft  your  ^ockes  aad  herdes,  that  hln  jbotU 
'      *  frefli  and  fair.'* 
Agiin— *  *  As  fnefli  as  hin  the~  flowers  in-  May.*'    Again, 

<*  Geiione,  whi4owe  hln  difpofed  to  walk."  ' 

^im^  ♦afcribes  this  piece  to  Shakefpeare.  ,  Steevens. 

s /  w//  c^vSi^Jtr your  mufic  the  better:-^ ]     i.e.  LwiU 

pay  you  more  amply  for  it.    So,  in  the  ft^inter^s  Tdk^  ad  IV  : 
" being  fomething  gtnxXyconfider^d^  I'll  bring  you,  &c." 

« cats-guts^ — — ]    T^t  c4d  oopy reads <  »^  takfes'gufsp 


Cht. 
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M.      »*  _         ^  * 

C&/.  1  hate  dTaird  her  \yith  mufics,  but  Ihe  1r6uch- 
fafes  no  notice. 

tym.  The  exile  of  her  million  is  too  new  ; 
She  hath  not  yet  forgot  him  :  fome  mpre.time    - 
Muft  wear  the  print  of  his  remembrance  out. 
And  then  lhe*s  yours, 

^een.  You  are  moll  bound  to  the  king ; 
Who  lets  go  by  no  vantages,  that  may 
Prefer  you  to  his  daughter  :  Frame  yourfelf  • 
To  ordefrly  folicits  ^ ;'  and  be  friended 
With  aptnefs  of  the  feafon  :  make  denials 
Encreafe  your  fervices  :  fo  feem,  as  if 
You  were  infpir*d  to  do  thofe  duties  which 
You  tender  to  her ;  that  you  in  all  obey  her. 
Save  when  command  to  your  difmiffion  tends. 
And  therein  you  are  fenfelefs. 

Clot.  Senfelefs  ?  not  fo. 

« 

« 
Enter  a  Mejfenger. 

Mef.  So  like  ypu,  fir,  ambaffadors  from  Rome ; 
The  one  is  Caius  Lucius. 

Cym.  A  worthy  fellow. 
Albeit  he  comes  on  angry  purpofe  now ; 
But  that's  no  fault  of  his  :  We  muft  receive  him 
According  to  the  honour  of  his  fender ; 
And  towards  himfelf,  *  his  goodnefs  forefpent  on  us. 
We  muft  extend  our  notice.— Our  dear  Ion, 
When  you  have  given  good  morning  to  your  miftrefs, 
Attend  the  queen,  ajid  us ;  we  ihall  have  need 
To  employ  you  towards  this  Roman.— Gome,  our 
queen.  [Exeunt* 

Cbt.  If  Ihe  be  up,  Fll  fpeak  with  her ;  if  not, 

7  Ti  orderly  folidu ;— — ]  i.  e.  regular  courtihip,  courtfhip 
after  the  cftaWifiied  faftuon.    Steevens,  ^  •  '*  ''   ' 

•-; — his  goodnefs  forefpent  on  ««,]  i,  e.  Thibgdd^ Offices  done 
ky  him  to  us  heretofore*   W a  r  b  v r  ton.         

Let 
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let  heir  lie  ftill,  and  dream. — By  yoUf  leave,  ho  !— . 

I  kncfw  her  women  are  about  her ;  Wbat 

If  I  do  line  one  of  their  hands  ?     'Tis  gold 

Which  buys  admittance  ;  oft  it  doth ;  yea,  and  make* 

Diana's  rangers  falfe  themfelves  ',  yield  up 

Their  deer  to  the  ftand  o'  the  fteafer:  and  'tis  gold 

Which  makes  the  true  man  kiird,  and  faves  the  thief; 

Nay,  fometime,  hangs  both  thief  and  true  man:  What 

Can  it  not  do,  and  undo  ?     I  will  make 

One  of  her  women  lawyer  to  me ;  for 

I  yet  not  iinderftaad  the  cafe  myfelf. 

By  your  leave*  ^Kmch* 

Enter  a  Lady. 

Laiy.  Who-s  there,  that  knocks  > 

Clot.  A  gentleman. 

Lady.  No  more  ? 

Clot.  Yes,  and  a  gentlewoman's  foiu  ' 

Laify.  That's  more 
Than  fome, .  whofe  taylors  are  as  dear  as  yours. 
Can  juftly  boaft  of :  What's  your  lordfhip's  pleafure  ? 

Cht.  Your  lady's  perfon :  Is  Ihe  ready  ? 

Laify.  Ay,  to  keep  her  chamber.   - 

Oot.  There's  gold  for  you  j  fell  me  your  ^ood 
.   report. 

Lidy.  How !  my  good  name  ?  or  to  report  of  you 
What  I  Ihflll  think  is  good  ? — The  princefe— — 

Enier  Imogem 

Clot.  Good-niorrow,   faireft   lifter:    Your  fweet 
hand. 

•— i-^falfc  /iSwj^/w/,— ^1  Perhaps,  in  this  inftance,^^ 
is<oot  an  adjtBivi^  but  a  verb;  and  as  fuch  I  think  is  ufed  al& 
another  of  our  author's  plays.    Spenfer  often  has  it : 

"  Thoix /al/ed  haft  thy  &ith  with  perjuiy.'*    StebvBks* 
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Imo.  Good*niorroWjL  fir :  You  lay  out  too  mw\ 
pains  ,      * 

For.purchafing  but  trouble  :  the  thanks  I  give. 
Is  telling  you  that  I  am  poor  of  thanks, 
^nd  fcarce  can  fpare  theni.  .  * 

Clot.  Still,  I  fwear,  I  love  you.    •  '     • 

Itno.  If  you  bjut  faid  fo,  'twere  as  deep  with  me  : 
If  you  fwcar  ftill,  your  recompence  i$  ftill 
That  I  regard  it  not, 

Chi.  This  is  no  anfwer,  • 

Into.  But  that  you  Ihall  not  fay  I  yield,  being 
filent,         .  .       .      ' 

I  would  not  fpeak.  *  I  pray  you,  fpare  me  :  faith, 
I  fliali  unfold  equal  difcourtefy. 
To  your  beft  kJndnefs ;  '  one  of  your  great  knowing 
Should  learn,  being  taught,  forbearance, 

Clot.  *  To  leave  ybu  in  your  madnefs,  'twwc  ipy  fin ; 
I  will  not,. 

«  —  J-(7«^  of  ypur  great  Icnowilig 

Should  learn f  heing  taught,  forhearancB.I    i*  e.    A  man  wh$ 
is  taught  forhearance,jh€,uld learn  it,     Johnson. 
*  To  leave  you  inyot^r  madnefs^  ^tnvere  my  Jin* 
J  iviil  not. 

Imo.  FooU^te  not  mad  faJku 
Clot.  Do  you  call  me  fool? 

Imo.  As  lam  mad^  I  do{\  But  does  Aie  really  call  him 
Tool  ?  The  acuteft  critic  would  be  .puzzled  to  find  it  out,  as  the 
text  ftands.  The  reafoning  is  perplexed  by  a  flight'  corruption, 
«ind.  weraiift  rfeftore  irthus : 

Fools  cure  not  mad  folks. 
You  are  mad,  fays  he,  and  it  would  be  a  crime  in  me  to  leave^you 
to  yourfelf. .  Nay,  fays  fhe,  why  fhould  ^w.  flay  ?  A  fool  never 
cured  madnefs.  Do  you  call  me  fool  ?  replies  he,  &c.  All  this 
is  eafy  and  natural.  And  that  cure  was  certainly  the  poet's  word, 
i,  ^t^  ia  very  eyidei^t  from  what  Imogen  immediatd^  fub.« 
joins  : 

If  you'll  be  patient,  I'll  no  more  be  mad ; 
That  cardf  us.both. — -^ — 
^  e,  if  you'll  ceafe  to  torture  me  with' your  "fortHlh  fblicitations, 
TU'ce^fe  to  ftiew  tpwards  you  any  thing  like  madnefs';  lb  a  dbin 
bk  !?Jirp.\vHl  bjs  efTedted  of  your  folly,  and  my  fuppofed'  ftenay^ 

^  .  Wa^'burton. 


• .    A 
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Into.  Fools  are  not  mad  folks.     . 

Cbt.  Do  you  call  me  fool  ? 

Imo.  As  I  am  mad,  I  do  : 
^  If  you'll  be  patient,  I'll  no  more  be  mad ; 
That  cures  us  both.     1  am  much  forry,  fir, 
You  plat  me  to  forget  a  lady's  manners, 
By  being  '  fo  verbal :  and  learn  now,  for  all. 
That  I,  which  know  my  heart,  do  here  pronounce. 
By  the  very  truth  of  it,  I  care  not  for  you ; 
And  am  fo  near  the  lack  of  charity, 
(To  accufe  myfelf)  I  hate  you  :  which  I  had  rather  i 
You  felt,  than  make't  my  boaft. 

Qot  You  fin  againft 
Obedience,  which  you  owe  your  father.    For 
*  The  contraft  you  pretend  with  that  bafe  wretch, 
(One,  bred  of  alms,  and  fofier'd  with  cold  diihes. 
With  fcraps  o'  the  court)  it  is  no  contrad:,  none ; 
And  though  it  be  allow'd  in  meaner  parties, 
(Yet  who,  than  he,  more  mean  ?)  to  knit  their  fouls 
(On  whom  there  is  no  more  dependency 
But  brats  and  beggary)  '  in  fclr-figur'd  knot ; 

Yet 

fools  are  not  mad  folksJ]  This,  at  Qotcn  yety  well  undcr- 
fiands  it,  is  a  covert  mode  of  calling  him  fooL  The  meaning  im- 
plied is  this  :  If  I  am  mad,  as  you  tell  me,  I  am  what  you  can 
oe?er  be.  Fools  are  not  mad  folks.    Stkevens* 

' -fo  verbal '.^'i     Is,  fo  tferhofe^  fo  full  of  talk, 

JoRNSOy. 

*  The  contrast^  &c.]  Here  Shakefpeare  has  not  prcferved, 
with  his  common  nicety,  the  uniformity  of  charaoer*  Tkve 
fpeech  of  Cloten  is  rough  and  harfh,  but  certainly  not  the  talk  o£ 
one, 

Who  can't  take  two  from  twenty,  for  hb  heart, 

And  leave  eighteen.— 
HU  argument  is  jull  and  well  enforced,  and  its  preralcace  is  al- 
lowed throughout  all  civil  nations  :  as  for  rudenefs,  he  fcems  not 
to  be  much  undermatched.    Johnson* 

* in  fclf.figur*d  knot;]    This  is  nonfcnfe.      We  ihould 

readc 

■  fclf-fingcr'd  knot ; 

Vol.  IX.  CC  i-€.  A 
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Yet  j^ou  are  cUrbM  from  that  enlargement  by 
The  confequence  o'  the  crown  ;  and  muft  not  foil 
The  precious  note  of  it  with  a  bafe  (lave, 
A  hilding  for  a  livery,  a  fquire*s  cloth, 
A  pantler,  not  fo  eminent. 

Into.  Prophane  fellow ! 
Wert  thou  the  fon  of  Jupiter,  and  no  more, 
But  what  thbu  art,  bcfides,  thou  wert  too  bafe 
To  be  his  groom  :  thou  wert  dignify*d  enough. 
Even  to  the  point  of  envy,  if  'twere  made 
Comparative  for  your  virtues,  to  be  ftil*d 
The  under-hangman  of  his  kingdom ;  and  hated 
For  being  preferred  fp  welK 

Clot.  The/outh-fog  rot  him  !         ■ 

Ifno.  He  never  can  meet  more  mifchance,  than  come 
To  be  but  nam^d  of  thee.     His  meanell:  garment. 
That  ever  bath  but  clip'd  his  body,  is  dearer. 
In  my  refpefl,  than  all  the  hairs  above  thee. 
Were  they  all  made  fuch  men. — *  How  novv,Pifanio? 

Enter  Pifanio. 

Clot.  His  garment  ?  Now,  the  devil 

Imo.  To  Dorothy  my  ^yoman  hie  thee  prefently  :— 

Clot.  His  garment  ?  ' 

Imo.  I  am  fprighted  with  a  fool  ^-j 

i.  e.    A  knot  folely  of  their  own  tying,  without  any  regard  to  pa- 
rents, or  other  more  public  confiderations.    War'burton. 

But  why  notifenfe  ?     A  felf "figured  knot  is  a  knot  formed  by 
yourfelf,     Johnson. 

*  If^ere  they  all  madefucb  men, ^^ How  no^K^^  Pifanio  fj     Sir  T. 
Hanmer  regulated  this  line  thus : 
■  ■         all  made  fuch  men. 

'Clot.  How  n)ow  f 
•     AtfiQ.  Pifanhi    Johnson. 
^  I  am  fprighted  nvith  a/ool;}    i.  e.  I  am  haunted  by  a  fool, 
as  by  SI  fprtght.    On/er-ffftighted  is  a  word  that  occurs  in  L«w- 
tric^Sy  &c.   i6o8.     Again  in  our  author's  Antony  and  Cleopatra : 

Julius  Cgfar,  ' 

Who  at  Philippi  the  good  'Br\M\,\%  gbojled.    Steevens. 

Frighted, 


'      N 
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Frighted,  and  anger'd  worfe :— Go,  bid  jmy  woman 

Search  for  ^  a  jewel,  that  too  cafually 

Hath  left  mine  arm ;  it  was  thy  mafter^s  :  fhirew  mc> 

If  I  would  lofc  it  for  a  revenue 

Of  any  king's  in  Europe,     I  do  think  j 

I  faw^t  this  morning  :  confident  I  am, 

Laft  night  'twas  on  mine  arm ;  I  kifled  it  i 

I  hope,  it  be  not  gone,  to  tell  my  lord 

That  I  kifs  atigh t  but  h  im* 

Pif.  'Twill  not  be  loft.       > 

Imo*  I  hope  fo  :  gOj  and  fearch*  [Exit  Pifanlo. 

Clot.  You  have  abus'd  me  ; 
His  meaneft  garment  ? 

Im*  Ay  I  I  faid  fo,  fir  : 
If  you  will  make't  an  aftionj  call  witnefs  to't. 

Chu  I  will  inform  your  father. 

Im:  Your  mother  too : 
She's  my  good  lady ;  and  will  conceive,  I  hope. 
But  the  worft  of  me.     So  I  leave  you^  Dr, 
To  the  worft  of  difcontent.  {^Exitp 

QoU  I'll  be  reveng'd  ;r— 
His  meaneft  garment  ?- ^Well.  [ExiU 

SCENE        IV. 
ROME. 

t 

Aniapartment  ift  P hilarious  houfi. 

Enter  PoJlhumuSy  andPhHarto* 

Pojl.  Fear  it  not,  fir :  I  would,  I  were  fo  furd 
To  win  the  king,  as  I  am  bold,  her  honour 
Wm  remain  heTs. 

Phil.  What  means  dp  you  make  to  him? 

Pg/?.  Not  any ;  but  abide  the  change  of  time ; 

•  ■■!  M    a  jewel  J  that  too  cafually 

Hath  Je/t  mine  arm  ; — ]    i.  c.  Too  many  chances  of  lofing  it 
ltt?e arifen  from  tny  carcleifhefs.    Warbv rton« 

0^2  Quake 
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Qyake  in  the  prefent  winter's  ftate,  and  wifh 
That  warmer  days  would  come  :  In  thefe  fear'd  hopes, 
I  barely  gratify  your  love  ;  th'cy  failing, 
I  muft  die  much  your  debtor. 

Pbil.  Your  very  goodnefs,  and  your  company. 
Overpays  all  I  can  do.     By  this,  your  king 
Hath  heard  .of  great  Auguftus  :  Caius  Lucius 
Will  do  his  commifEon  throughly  :  And,  I  think. 
He'll  grant  the  tribute,  fend  the  arrearages, 
7  Or  look  upon  our  Romans,  whofe  remembrance 
Is  yet  frelh  in  their  grief. 

Po/f.  1  do  believe, 
(Statift  *  though  I  am  none,  nor  like  to  be) 
That  this  will  prove  a  war;  and  you  Ihall  hear 
The  legions,  now  in  Gallia,  fooner  landed 
In  our  not-fearing  Britain,  than  have  tidings 
Of  any  penny  tribute  paid.     Our  countrymen 
Are  men  more  ordered,  than  when  Julius  Casfar 
Smird  at  their  lack  of  fkill,  but  found  their  courage 
Worthy  his  frowning  at :  Their  difcipline 
(Now  9  mingled  with  their  courages)  will  make  known 
"To  their  approvers,  they  are  people,  fuch 
That  mend  upon  the  world. 

^  Or  Jnoi  fc  i  *]  This  the  modem  editors  had  changed  into 
E\r  look.  Or  is  ufed  for  < V»  So  Douglas,  in  his  tranflation  ot 
Virgil: 

<« .  AjfFerit  he  alfo, 

•*  Or  he  his  goddes  bfocht  in  LatW  Steevens* 
•  Statiji^     !•  e.  Statefman.     Steevens. 

•* mingled  with  their  courages ]  The  old  folio  has  this 

odd  reading  t  > 

' _.  Their  difcipline, 

(Now  'uoing'led  with  their  courages)  will  make  known. 

JOHNSOtf* 

Their  dlfcipliney 


No^.^  wing-led  with  their  courages]     Rfay  mean  their  diicipline 
borrovVing*  win ^  from  their  courage  ;  i,  e;  their  miritary  know- 
ledge beip^  animated  by  their  natural  bravery.     S tee v ens. 
•  *  To  their  Ojfffro'vers^^'''^}    r.  e.  To  thofe  who  try  them. 

WaR£U&TOK. 

m 

Enter 
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Enter  lachimo. 

Phil  See !  lachimo  ! 

P(fi.  The  fwifteft  harts  have  pofted  you  by  land ; 
And  winds  of  all  the  corners  kifs'd  your  fails,    . 
To  make  your  veffel  nimble. 

Phil.  Welcome,  fir. 

Pcft.  I  hope,  the  briefnefs  of  your  anfwer  made 
The  fpecdincfs  of  your  return. 

lacL  Your  lady 
Is  one  of  the  faireft  that  I  have  lookM  upon. 

Poft.  And,  therewithal,  the  beft ;  or  let  her  beauty 
Look  through  a  cafemeot  to  allure  falfe  hearts, 
And  be  falfe  with  them. 

lacb.  Here  are  letters  for  you. 

Poft.  Their  tpnour  good,  I  truft. 

lack.  *Tis  very  like. . 

*  Poft.  Was  Caius  Lucius  in  the  Britain  court. 
When  you  were  there  ? 

lach.  He  was  expedted  then. 
But  not  approach'd. 

P(fi.  All  is  well  yet. — 
Sparkles  this  (lone  as  it  was  wont  ?  or  is't  not 
Too  dull  for  your  good  wearing  ? 

lack  If  I  have  loft  it, 
I  ihould  have  loft  the  worth  of  it  in  gold, 
ril  make  a  journey  twice  as  far,  to  enjoy 
A  fecond  night  of  fuch  fweet  Ihortnefs,  which 
Was  mine  in  Britain ;  for  the  ring  is  won, 

Pofi.  The  ftone's  too  hard  to  come  by. 

lach.  Not  a  whit. 
Your  lady  being  fo  eafy. 

Poft.  Make  not,  fir, 

*Pe/?.]  I  think  this  fpeech  Ihould  be  given  to  Philario.r^Poft- 
littiQus  ij(rai  employed  in  reading  his  letters.    Stesvens. 

0^3  •  Your 


/ 
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Your  lofs  your  fport :  I  hope,  you  know  that  w? 
Mwft  not  continue  friends. 

lach. '  Good  fir^  we  muft, 
If  you  keep  covenant :  Had  I  not  brought  ' 
The  knowledge  of  your  miftrefs  home,  I  grant 
We  were  to  queftipn  further  :  but  I  now 
Profefs  myfelf  the  winner  of  her  honour. 
Together  with  your  ring ;  and  not  the  wronger. 
Of  her,  or  you,  haying  proceeded  but 
By  both  your  wills.  ' 

Pojl.  If  you  can  make  it  apparent 
That  you  have  tailed  her  in  bed,  my  hand. 
And  ring,  is  yours :  If  not,  the  foul  opinion 
You  had  of  her  pure  honour,  gains,  or  lofes. 
Your  fword,  or  mine ;  or  mafterlefs  leaves  both 
To  who  Ihall  find  them. 

lach.  Sir,  my  circumftances<j 
Being  fo  near  the  truth,  as  I  will  make  them, 
Muft  firft  induce  you  to  believe  :  whofe  ftrength 
I  will  confirm  with  oath ;  which,  I  doubt  not, 
You'll  give  me  leave  to  fpare,  wheq  you  jh%\\  finc^ 
You  need  it  not. 

Pqfi.  Proceed. 

lach.  Firft,  her  Bed-^chamber, 
(Where^  I  confefs,  I  flept  not ;  but,  profefs, 
^ad  that  was  well  worth  watching)  It  was  h^tng'd 
With  tapeftry  of  filk  and  fiWer ;  the  ftory 
Proud  Cleopatra,  when  ftue  met  her  Roman, 
'  And  Cydnus  fwell'd  above  the  bank^,  or  for 
The  prefs  of  boats,  or  pride ;  A  piece  of  work 

So 

'  And  Cydnu$  Jhicltd  abo*ve  thehankt^  or  for 

The  prcfs  of  boati^  or  pride, — r— ]  This  is  an  agreeable, 
l-idicule  on  poetical  exaggeration,    which    gives  human  paffiops 
to  inanimate  things  :  and  particularly,  lipon  what   he  hirofetf 
i^QOSs  in  the  foregoing  play  on  this  very  fubjed  : 

*** — ^ — And  made 

*'  The  water,  which  they  beat,  to  follow  faftcr, 

{'  A^  ^'nQroui  of  tUir ftrokff^*-  : 

"  But 
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So  bravely  done,  fo  rich,  that  it  did  ftrivc 

In  workmanfliip,  and  value  ;  which,  I  wonder'd. 

Could  be  fo  rarely  and  exaiftly  wrought. 

Since  the  true  life  on't  was 

Pofi.  This  is  true ; 
And  this  you  might  have  heard  pf  here,  by  me. 
Or  by  fome  other- 

lack.  More  particulars 
Muft  juftify  my  knowledge* 

Foft.  So  they  muft. 
Or  do  your  honour  injury. 

lach.  The  chimney 
Is  fouth  the  chamber ;  and  the  chimney-piece, 
Chafte  Dian,  bathing  :  never  faw  I  figures 

But  the  fatire  is  not  only  agreeably  turned,  but  very  artfully  em- 
ployed ;  as  it  is  a  plain  indication ,  that  the  fpeaker  is  fecretly 
mocking  the  credulity  of  his  hearer,  while  he  is  endeavouring  to 
perfuade  him  of  his  wife's  falfhood*  The  very  fame  kind  ot  fa- 
tire  we  have  again,  on  much  the  fame  bccaiion,  in  The  Two  Gen;' 
thmm  of  Verona^  where  the  faUe  Protheus  fays  to  his  friend,  of  his 
friend's  miftrefs : 

««  ...^and  (he  hath  ofierM  to  the  doom, 
*'  Which  unrevers'd  llands  in  effe^al  force, 
**  A  fea  of  melting  pearly  ivkichfome  call  tears** 
A  certain  gaiety  oi  heart,  which  the  fpeaker  ibives  to  conceal, 
breaking  out  under  a  fatire,  by  which  he  would  tniinuate  to  hia 
friend  the  trifling  worth  of  woman's  tears.    War  burton. 

It  is  eafy  to  fit  down  and  give  our  author  meanings  which  he 
never  had.  Shakefpeare  has  no  great  ri^t  to  cenfure  poetical 
exaggeration,  of  which  no  poet  is  more  frequently  guilty.  That 
he  intended  to  ridicule  his  own  lines  is  very  uncertain,  when  there 
are  no  means  of  knowing  which  of  the  two  plays  was  written  firfl. 
The  commentator  has  contented 'himfelf  to  fuppofe,  that  the  fore- 
going play  in  hi^  book  was  the  play  of  earlier  compoiition.  Nor 
IS  the  reafoning  better  than  the  alTertion.  If  the  language  of  la- 
chimo  be  fuch  as  fhews  him  to  be  inocking  the  credibility  of  his 
l\earer,  his  language  is  very  improper,  when  his  bufinefs  was  to 
deceive.  But  the  truth  is,  that  his  language  is  fuch  as  a  ikilful 
vill^n  would  naturally  ufe,  a  mixture  of  airy  triumph  and  ferioua 
depofition.  His  gaiety  (hews  his  ferioufnefs  to  be  without  anxiety, 
Hud  hi$  ferioufnefs  proves  his  gaiety  to  be  without  art,    Johnson* 

CL4  So 


^ 
rf 
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♦  So  likely  to  report  thcmfelvcs :  the  cutter 
'  Was  as  another  nature,  dumb ;  out-went  her. 
Motion  and  breath  left  put. 

Poft.  This  is  a  thing, 
^^^hich  you  might  froqi  relation  likewifereap  ; 
Being,  as  it  is,  much  fpoke  of. 

lach.  The  roof  o'  the  chamber 
With  golden  cherubims  is 'fretted  :  Her  andirons 
(1  had  forgot  them)  were  two  winking  Cupids 
Of  filver,  each  on  one  foot  Handing,  nicely 
Depending  on  their  brands  *. 

Pq/i.  7  This  is  her  honour  !—  . 

Let  it  i)e  granted,  you  have  fcen  all  this,  (and  praife 
Be  given  to  your  remembrance)  the  defcription 
Of  what  is  in  her  chamber,  nothing  faves 
The  wager  you  have  laid. 

lacb. 

♦  So  likely  to  report  them/elves  .•— ]  So  near  to  fpecch.  The 
Italians  call  a  portrait,  when  the  likenefs  is  remarkablei  ^/peaking 
figure,    Johnson, 

5  Was  as  another  nature ^  dumb ;  ■■     ]    This   nonfenfe   fhould 
without  aueflipn  be  rpad  and  pointed  thus  : 

Has  2L%  another  nature  ^one',  out-w^nt  her. 
Motion  and  breath  loft  out. 
i.  e.  Has  worked  as  exquifitely,  nay  l|as  exceeded  her,  if  you  viriU 
put  motion  and  breath  out  of  the  queAion.    Wa  r  burton. 

This  emendation  I  think  needlefs.     The  meaning  is  this :  The 
fculptor  was  as  riature^  but  as  nature  dnmh ;  he  gave  ev^ry  thing 
that  nature  giyes,  but  In-eath  and  motionn    in  kreath  i^  included 
fpecch.    Johnson. 

♦  nicely. 

Depending  Oft  their  hrzndtJ]  I  am  not  fu  re  that  I  underitand 
this  paflage.  Berhaps  Shakefpear^  meant  that  the  figures  of  the 
Cupids  wcte  nlce^  poised  on  their  Innf cried  torches^  one  of  the  legs 
of  each  being  taken  off  the  ground,  which  might  render  fuph  ^ 
fupport  neceflary.  Stbevens. 
^  This  is  her  honour  / 

Let  it  be  granted  ypu  have  feen  all  tUs^  &c.]  lachima  i|ppu* 
deptly  pretends  to  bayc  carried  his  point;  and,  in  confirmatioD, 
is  very  minute  in  defcribing  to  the  hulband  all  the  furniture  and 
adornments  of  bis  wife's  bed-chamber.  But  how  is  fine  furniture 
iny  ways  a  princefs's  honour  ?     It  is  an  apparatus  fuitabie  to  her 

^dignity, 
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lach.  Then,  '  if  you  can,    [PuUing  out  the  bracelet. 
Be  pale ;  I  beg  but  leave  to  air  this  jewel :  See  ! — 
And  now  'tis  up  again  :  It  muft  be  raarried 
To  that  your  diamond ;  V\\  keep  them. 

Poft.  Jove  !— 
Once  more  let  me  behold  it :  Is  it  that 
Which  I  left  with  her  ? 

lach.  Sir,  (I  thank  her)  that  r 
She  ftripp'd  it  from  her  arm ; '  I  fee  her  yet ; 
Her  pretty  adlion  did  outfell  her  gift. 
And  yet  enriched  it  too  :  Ihe  gave  it  me. 
And  faid,  fhe  priz'd  it  once. 

Poji.  May  be,  flic  pluck'd  it  off. 
To  fend  it  me. 

lach.  She  writes  fo  to  you  ?  doth  flie  ? 

Poft.  O,  no,  no,  no ;  *tis  true.     Here,  take  this 
too ;  [Gives  the  ring. 

It  is  a  bafilifk  unto  mine  eye. 
Kills  me  to  look  on*t :— Let  there  be  no  honour. 
Where  there  is  beauty;  truth,    where  femb lance; 
love, 

dignity,  but  certainly  makes  no  part  of  her  charaAer.     It  might 
have  been  called  her  father's  honour,  that  her  allotments  were 
proponioned  to  her  rank  and  quality.     I  am  perfuaded  the  poet 
intended  Pofthumus  fhould  fay,  **  This  particular  defcription, 
which  you  make,  cannot  convince  me  that.  I   have  lofi:  my  v^a- 
gcr :  your  memory  i^  gooi  ;  and  fpme  of  thefe  things  you  may 
hjjve  learned  from  a  third  hand^  or  feen  yourfelf ;  yet  I  expcdt 
proofs  mor<e  dire<^'and  authentic/'    I  think  there  is  little  ctuemon 
but  we  ought  to  reilore  the  place  as  I  have  done  : 
Wpat*s  this  t*  her  honour  ?     Theobald. 
This  emendation  has  been  followed  by  both  the  fucceeding 
editors,  but  I  think  it  muft  be  rejeded.     The  exprefCon  is  iro- 
nical,   lachimo  relates  many  particulars^  to  itrhich  roilhumus  an- 
iwers  with  impatience,    ,        ' 
This  is  her  honour ! 
That  is.  And  the  attainment  of  this  knowledge  is  to  paf^  for 
the  corruption  of  her  honour,    Johnson. 

*"■■  ■  —  ify^^  ^^*> 

Be  pale  I  ■  ]  If  you  can  forbear  tqflufli  your  cheek 


with  rage.    jo^MSOfff 


Where 
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Where  there's  another  man  :  'The  vows  of  women 
Of- no  more  bondage  be,  to  where  they  are  made, 
Than  they  are  to  their  virtues ;  which  is  nothing  :— 
O,  above  meafure  falfe ! 

Phil.  Have  patience,  fir. 
And  take  your  ring  again ;  *tis  not  yet  won  : 
It  may  be  probable,  fhe  loft  it ;  or. 
Who  knows  if  one  of  her  women,  being  corrupted, 
Hath  ftolen  it  from  her. 

Po/l.  Very  true; 
Andfo,  I  hope,  he  came  by't : — Back  my  ring; — 
Render  to  me  fome  corporal  fign  about  her,. 
More  evident  than  this ;  for  this  was  ftolen. 

lach.  By  Jupiter,  I  had  it  from  herarm. 

Pqft.  Hark  you,  he  fwears ;  by  Jupiter  he  fwears. 
Tis  true  ; — nay,  keep  the  ring-^-n'tis  true  :    M  am 

fure. 
She  could  not  lofe  it :  her  attendants  are 
AH  fworn,  and  honourable  :— They  induced  to  fteal 
it! 

And 

•  —  T/je  tvows  of  nvMUfty  &c.]  Th^  love Towedby women  no 
more  abides  with  him  to  whom  it  is  vowed,  than  women  adhere 
tO'  their  virtue.     Johnsov. 

*  ■  Prnfure 

She  could  not  lofe  it\  her  attendafits  are 
Allfivorn  and  honourable* — Th^  induced  to  feal  it^ 
Andhy  a  franker!. — «t?,~]  The  abfurd  conchiiions  ofjea» 
lonfy  are  here  admirably  painted  and  expofed.  Pofthumus,  on 
the  credit  of  a  bracelet,  and  an  oath  of  the  party  concerned, 
judges  againft  all  appearances  from  the  intimate  knowledge  of  his 
Wife's  honour,  that  (he  was  falfe  to  his  bed  ;  and  grounds  that 
judgment,  at  lall,  upon  much  lefs  appearances  of  the  honour  of 
her  attendants.    War  burton*. 

^  Her  attendants  are  all  fwom  and  honourable  J\  It  was  anciently 
the  cuftom  for  the  attendants  onournobility  and  other  great  per* 
fonages  (as  it  is  now  for  the  fervants  of  the  king)  to  taTce  an  oath 
of  fidelity,  on  their  cnt-ance  into  office.  In  the  houfhold  book 
of  the.  5th  earl  of  Northumberland  (compiled  A.  D.  1512.)  it  is 
cxprefsly  ordered  [pnge  49]  that  *'  what  perfon  foever  he  be  that 
comyth  to  my  Lorces  fcrrice,  that  incontyncnt  after  b'e  be  en- 
tered 


i 
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Aad  by  a  ftranger  ? — No ;  he  hath  ciyoy'd  her : 

>  The  cognisance  of  her  incpntineiicy 

Is  this,— ihe  hath  bought  the  name  of  whore  thus. 

dearly. — 
There,  take  thy  hire ;  and  all  the  fiends  of  hell 
Divide  themfeives  between  you  ! 
.  Phil.  Sir,  be  patient : 
This  is  not  llrong  enough  to  be  belieY^ 
Of  one  perfuaded  well  of-— — 

Pqft.  Never  jalk  pn't : 
She  hath  been  coltecj  by  Jxinif 

lach.  If  yovi  fee)^ 
For  further  fati§fyrng^  under  .he;rbreaft, 
^  (Worthy  the  prefling)  lies  a  mole,    right  prpud 
Of  that  mod  delicate  lodging  :  By  my  life, 
I  kifs'd  it ;  and  it  gave  me  prefent  hunger 
To  feed  again,  though  full.    You  do  remcrnber 
This  ftain  upon  her  ? 

Pq/l.  Ay,  apd  it  doth  conf  rm 
Another  flain,  as  big  as  hell  can  hold. 
Were  there  no  more  but  it. 

lach.  Will  you  hear  more  ? 

Pqfi.  Spare  your  arithmetick:  never  count  the 
turns  ; 
Once,  and  a  million  ! 

tered  in  the  chequyrroull  [check-rol|]  that  he  be  /w^rn  in  the 
countyng  hoiis  by  a  gentillmaQ-ufher  or  yeman-u(hcr  in  the  pre« 
fence  of  the  hede  officers ;  and  on  theire  abfence  before  the  clerk,e 
of  the  kechynge  either  by  fuch  an  oath  as  is  in  the  Book  ofOthes^ 
ytf  any  fuch  [oath]  be,  or  ells  by  fuch  an  oth  as  fhall  fey  me  beib 
to  their  difcrecion." 

Even  now  cytxy  /errant  of  the  king's,  at  hit  firft  appointment, 
ji  iworn  in,  before  a  gentleman  ufher,  at  the  lord  chamberlain's 
office.    Percy- 

*  The  cognizance        ■      ]  The  badge.;  the  token  ;  the  vifible 

j)r00f.      JOHNSOK. 

'  (Worthy  yht  prtffing)'^']  Thua  the  modem  editions.  The 
pld  folio  reads, 

(Worthy  ber  prefliDg)«-*pi«  JoHKSOM* 

Jacb* 
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lack  V\l  be  fworn,— — 

Pqft.  No  fwearing: — 
If  you  will  fwcar  you  have  not  done't,  you  lye  ; 
And  I  will  kill  thee,  if  thou  doll  deny 
Thou  haft  made  me  cuckold^  . 

lach.  I  will  deny  nothing. 

Poji.  O,  that  I   had  her  herej  to  tear  her  limb- 
.  meal ! 
I  will  go  there,  *  and  do't ;  i*  the  court ;  before 
Her  father: I'll  do  fomething [^Exit. 

Phil.  Quite  befides    * 
The  government  of  patience !— You  have  won  : 
Let'5  follow  him,  iad  pervert  the  prefent  wrath 
He  hath  againft  himfclf> 

lacb.  With  all  my  heart.  [^Exeunt. 

SCENE        V, 

Another  room  in  P  hilarious  houfe. 

Enter  Pqfthumus. 

Pojl,  '  Is  there  no  way  for  men  to  be,  but  women 
Muft  be  half-workers ,?  We  are  all  baftards ; 
And  that  moft  venerable  man,  which  I 
Did  call  my  father,  was  I  know  not  where 
When  I  was  ftamp-d ;   fomc  coiner  with  his  tools 
Made  me  a  counterfeit :  Yet  my  mother  feem'd 
The  Dian  of  that  time  :  fo  doth  my  wife 
The  non-pareil  qf  this.-rrQh  vengeance,  vengeance ! 

'  Is  there  no  w^,  &€.]  Milton  was  very  probably  indebted  to 
this  fpeech  for  one  of  the  fe^tiipeot^  whi^b  be  bas  given  to  A4an)« 
Faradlfe  Loft^  book  x. 

"  .  Q  wby  did  God,  ^ 

*'^  Creator  wife,  that  peopled  higheft  heaven 

^^  With  fpirits  mafcuhne,  create  at  lad 

**  This  novelty  on  earth,  this  ifair  defedt 

**  Of  nature,  aiid  not  fill  the  world  at  once 

'*  With  men  as  angels  without  feminine, 

■**  Or  find fome  other  Hxjay  to  generate 

"  Mankind?'*    Steevens. 


Me 
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Me  of  my  lawful  pleafure  Ihe  reftrain'd. 

And  pray'd  me,  ofr,  forbearance  :  did  it  with 

A  pudency  fo  rofy,  ths  fweet  view  on't 

Might  well  have*  warm*d  old  Saturn ;  that  Ithdught 

her     •        .-^ 
As  chafte  as  unfunn'd  fnow  :-^0,  all  the  devils  !— 
This  yellow  lachimo,  in  an  hour,         was^t  not  ?— 
Or  lei's, — ^at  firft  :  Perchance  he  fpoke  not;  but,  . 
Like  a  full-acorn'd  boar,  a  German  one, 
Cry^d,  0h  !  and'  mounted  :  .found  no  oppofition 
But  what  he  look'd  for  fliould  opp>ofe,  and  (he 
Should  from  enc^atiter'  guard.    Copld  I  find  out 
The  woman's  part  in  me !  For  there's  no  motion 
That  tends  to  vice  in  man,  but  I  affinn' 
It  is: the  woman's  part :  Be'c  lying,  note  it. 
The  woman's  ;  flattering,  hers;  deceiving,  hers ; 
Luft and  rank  thoughts,  hers,  hers;  revenges,  hers; 
Ambitions^  covetings,: change  of  prides,  dilHain, 
Nice  longings,  llanders,  mutability,  - 
All  faults  that  nwy  be  nam'd,  nay,  that  hell  knows;. 
Why,  hers,  in  part,  or  all ;  but,  rather,  all :    • . 
For  even  tp  V  ice  .^ 

They  are  Qot  conftant,  but  are  changing  ftili 
One  vice,  but  of  a* minute  old,  for  one 
Not  half  fo  old  as  "that.    Til  write  againft  them,        £ 
Deteft  them,'Curfe  them  : — Yet  'tis  greater  fkill    / 
In  a  true  hate,  to  pray  they  have  their  will :        : .  I 
The  very  devils  cannot  plague  them  better.     [^Exiu 


f.'i' 


ACT- 
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ACT    III.     SCENE    L 

r 

Cymbelin^s  Palace •' 

Enter ^  injtate^  Cymbeline^  ^ueen,  Cbten,  'and  Lords,  at 
one  door ;  and  at  another y  Caius  Lucius^  and  AHendaits. 

Cym^   Now  fay,   whjit  would   AuguftUs   Carfar 
with  us*?  .  :'M   .  . 

Luc.  When  Julius.  Gaefv  (whofe  remembrance 
yet 
Lives  in  men's  eyes ;  and  will  to  ears,  and  tongues^ 
Be  theme,  and  hearing  ever)  was  in  this  Britain, 
And  conquered  it,  Caffibelan,  thine  uncle, 
(Famous  in  Caef^r^s  praife?,  no  whit  lefe 
Than  in  his  feats  deferving  it) .  for  him. 
And  his  fucceflion,  granted  Rome  a  tribute. 
Yearly  three  thoufand  pounds ;  which  by  thee  lately 
It  left  untender^. 

^een.  And,  to  kill  the  marvel. 
Shall  be  fo  ever. 

Cht.  There  be  many  Caefara, 
Ere  fuch  another  Julius.    Britain  is 
A  World  by  itfelf ;  and  we  will  nothing  pay 
For  wearing  our  own  nbfes. 
.  ^een*  That  opportunity. 
Which  then  they  had  to  take  from  us,  to  refume 
We  have  again-— Remember,  fir,  my  liege. 
The  kings  your  anceftors ;  together  with 
The  natural  bravery  of  your  ifle ;  which  ftands 
As  Neptune's  park,  ribbed  and  paled  in 

■  Now  ySpr,  ivUfat  would  Augufius  Cafar  'with  us  f  J    So  in  JT. 
yobn: 

"   Now  fay,  ChadUon,  what  would  France  with  us  ? 

Steevens. 

With 


C  y^\t  B  E  L  I-  N  E.  539 

*  With  rocks  uijfcal'e^He,  and  roaring  waters  ; 
With  fands,  that  will  not  bear  your  enemies'  boats^, 
But  fuck  them  up  to  thetop-maft.     A  kind  of  con- 

queft 
Csefar  made  here ;  but  made  not  here  his  brag 
Of,  came^  and  fo'Wy  and  overcame  :  with  ^ame   . 
(The  firft  that  ever  touch*dhim)he  was  carried 
From  off  our  coaft,  twice  beaten;  and  hislhipping, 
'  (Poor  ignorant  baubles !)  on  ourterriblc  feas. 
Like  egg-lhells  mov'd  upon  their  furges,  crack'd 
As  eafily  'gainft  our  rocks  :  *  For  joywhereof, 
Thefam*d  Cafflbelan,  who  was  once  at  point 
(0,  gigtet  fortune !)  to  matter  Gaefar's  fword. 
Made  Lud's  t5wn  with  rejoicing  fires  bright,  * 

And  Britons  ftrut  with  courage. 

€hL  Come,  there's  no  more  ttibiite  to  be  paid  : 
Our  kingdom  is  ftronger  thari.it'was'at  that  time; 
and,  as  I  faid,'  there  is  no  more  fnph  Ca^fars  :  other 
of  them  may  have  crooked  nofes ;  tut;  to  own  fuch 
ftrait  arms,  none, 

Cym.  Son,  let  your  mother  e,nd. 

Clot.  We  have  yet  many  among  us  can  gripe  as. 
hard  as  Caffibelan :  I  do  not  fay,  I  am  one  ;  but  I 
have  a  hand. — Why  tribute?  whyfhould.wc  pay 
tribute?  If  Csefar  can  hide  the  fun  frbm  us  with  a 
blanket,  or  put  the  moon  in  his  pocket,  we  will  pay 

*  With  Tod^s  mnfc/deabk^  ■  i  3  lliil  reading  is  H'masefs^ 
The  old  editions  have :  ,        v. .      ' 

With  oaks  unfcalablc,— —    Johnson* 

"  The  ilpength  of  our  land  confifts^f  our  feairien  in  tlieir 
wooden  forts  and  cal^les ;  our  rocks^  Ihelves,  and  Jirtesy  that  lye 
along  our  coai^s  ;  and  our  trayned  bands/'  From  chapter  lo^ 
of'Bariffe's  MHitafy  .Dffcipline^  '^iPf  ieemmgly  from  Toote^^ 
Legtnd  of  Britomart.     Tollet* 

^  (Poor  ignorant  hauhles  />— ]     Ignorant^  for  ofnonfi. 

Radier,  unacquainted  Wi^  the  nature  of  our  boiflerous  feas. 
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him  tribute  for  light ;  elfe^  6r,  no  more  tribute^ 
pray  you  now. 

Cym.  You  muft  know, 
^Till  the  injurious  Roman  did  extott 
This  tribute  from  us,  we  were  free :  C«far's  am- 
bition, 
(Which  fwell'd  fo  much,  that  it  did  almoft  ftretch 
The  fides  o*  the  world)  ♦  againft  all  colour,  here 
Did  put  the  yoke  upon  us ;  which  to  Ihake  off. 
Becomes  a  warlike  people,  whom  we  reckon 
Ourfelves  to  be  ;   we  do.    Say  then  to  Casfar, 
Our  anceftor  was  that  Mulmutius,  which 
Ordain'd  our  laws ;  .whofe  ufe  the  fword  of  Casfar 
Hath  too  much  mangled ;  whofe  repair,  and  fran- 

chife. 
Shall,  by  the  power  we  hold,  be  our  good  deed. 
Though  Rome  be  therefore    angry.     Mulmutius 

made  our  laws. 
Who  was  the  firft  .of  Britain,  which  did  put 
His  brows  within  a  golden  crown,  and  call'd 
Himfelf  a  king. 

Luc.  I  am  forry,  Cymbelinc, 
That  I  am  to  pronounce  Auguftus  Caefar 
(Cafar,  that  hath  more  kings  his  fervants,  than 
Thyfelf  domeflic  officers)  thine  enemy  : 

Receive  it  from  me  then  : r-War,  and  confufion, 

Iri  Ca^far's  name  pronounce  1  *gain{l  thee  :  look 

For  fury  not  to  be  refilled  : Thus  defy*d, 

I  thank  thee  for  myfqlf. 

Cym.  ^  Thotj  art  firelcome,  Caius. 

Thy  . 

.  *  ^^^^agalnfl  all  colour ^^-^'l     Without  any  pretence  of  rigkt. 

JoHNSO^f• 

'  Thau  ^rt  i.K::k-jfm^  .Caius. 
^^i>^  Cm /uf  l.d' g'.Hcd  mi\\   my  youth  [  ff>ent 
Much  u:idcr  *n}ii :  — ^ — -  j     S  Jinc-tew  hints  for  thispart  of  tie 
plav  nrc  take  a  li\-  -i  tisj^'irsdiLi  ; 

*'.K.yirbeiriK:..    lay-  h-,   (ns   fjme   write)   was  broi^ght  up  at 
Kbrnci,  and  there  was  ixi,\do  knight  by  Auguftus  Cafar,  under 

wham 
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*rhy  Csefar  knighted  me  ;  my  youth  I  fpent 
Much  under  him  :  of  him  I  gathered  honour ; 
Which  he,  to  feek  of  me  again,  perforce. 
Behoves  me  ^  keep  at  utterance.     ^  I  am  perfed:. 
That  the  Pannoriians  and  Dalmatians,  for 
Their  liberties,  are  now  in  arms  :  a  precedent 
Which,  not  to  read,  would  fhew  the  Britons  cold  : 
So  Cjefar  Ihall  not  find  them* 

Luc.  Let  proof  fpeak. 

dot.  Hh  majefty  bid's  you  welcome;  Make  paf- 
time  with  us  a  day^  or  two,  or  longer  :  If  you  feek 
us  afterwards  iii  other  terms,  you  Ihall  find  us  in  our 
fal^wate^  -girdle :  if  you  beat  us  out  of  it,  it  is 
yours ;  if  you  fall  in  the  adventure,  our  crows 
fliall  fare  the  better  for  you  ;  and  there's  an  cnd« 

Luc.  So,  fir, 

Cym^  I  know  your  n^after^s  pleafure,  and  he  mine: 
All  the  remain  is,  welcomet  \\Exeunt. 

whoift  hfe  ferved  in  the  wah,  and  was  ih  fuch  fevotir  v^th  him, 
tbat  he  was  at  liberty  to  pay  his  tribute  or  not/* 

"  ——..Yet  \vc  find  in  the  Roman  writers,  that  after  Julius 
Cxikr's  death,  when  Auguflus  had  ucken  upon  him  the  rule  of  the 
empire,  the  Britains  retufed  to  pay  that  tribute.'* 

**  — But  whether  the  controverfy,  Which  ilppeareth  to  fall 

forth  betwixt  the  Britains  and  Auguftus^  was  occafioned  by  Kim" 
bcline,  I  have  not  a  vouch." 

"  ^—Kymbeline  reigned  thirty-five  years »  leaving  behind 
Uffl  two  fbns,  Guideri us  and  Arvi ragus.'*    Stebvens. 

*  — -ieef  at  utterance.-'m^mm']    i,  e.  At  extreme  diftancc. 

War  BURTON. 

More  properly,  in  a  (late  of  hoflile  defiarice,  and  deadly  oppo* 
fition,    Johnson. 

At  utterance  means  to  keep  at  the  extremity  of  defiance.  Com" 
htaoutrance  is  adefperate  fight,  that  muft  conclude  with  the  life 
of  one  of  the  combatants.    So  in  The  Hiftory  of  Helyas  Knight  of 

the  Swanne^  bl.  1.  no  date :  *^ -Here  is  my  gage  to  fuftaine 

ktotbe  utteraunce^  and  befight  it  to  the  death.**    Stebvens. 

^  *-    ■— /  am  perfeBy  ]     I  am  well  informed.   So,  in  Macbeth  : 
" in  your  fVate  of  honour  /  am  perfeSl.*^    Johnson, 

,  Vet.  IX.  R  SCENE 
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J  v., 

.   .,  Jmther  roonh-   ^,     j, .,,,,,,  ,^ 
jBfi/^  PiJantD. 
jP//  How !  of  adultery  ?   Wherefore  write  jaa 

not  r-^  ■    "   '      ■'.'  1  *•  '  "  '^nnyii  rn^  f  • 

•  What  monfters  her  ace%tfe  Jr-^Leooatiarf-J  ,o5^\ 
'    O,  maftef  I  what  ?  flirange/ iefe6tian     i  f)fl/    \'^ 
Is  fallen  into  thy  ear  ?  «  What  falfe  Italib*^    st^\ 
(As  poifonous  tongu'd^  as  handed)  baAhbpreaFdil'tl " 
On  thy  too  ready  bearing  ?— Difloyal  ?•  Naniil  .tdi 
She's  punifh'd  for  her  truth ;  and  undei^;be?^l  5*^4  f 
More  goddefs-iike  than  wife^like^  fudi  zffudtB  ^2  J 
As  would  ■  tak^  in  fome  virtue.-^ ©.my  macriftciri  'C 
Thy  mind  to  Her  is  now  a&iow^  as  wejpev;t  -^v/  ^f  r  : 
Thy  fortunes.«w-How !  that  i  ihonldrmmlef  het  ? 
Upon  the  love,,  ^nd.  trwh^  and  vows,  vrhkhil^  >  i 
Have  made    to   thy    command  ? — 1,    her  ?— her 

.'blood?         'v  .-.o*     ■•*      ..'    •    V    .-^  \-^-  • 
If  it  be  fo  t<y^^o-gb6*  fer^tee,  n^ver    .     '      '^   *  ^ 
Let  me  be  counted  ferviceable.     How  I'o'ofc  ¥» 
That  I  Ihould  feem  to  lack  humanity. 
So  much  as  thisfaft  comes  tOs  ?  D&^t :  The  let$€n 

'■'''  •  "  '  FReadihg. 

•  Wiat  mofifiirs  her  accufi  f— }    Might  we  not  feiKy  fead : 

9  ..^^trhatfalfe  Italian,  '       "  '    '  '    \ 

{As  poisonous  tottgu^d^  as  iafideJ)''^^  About  §Kikef|>eare'i 
time  the  pnnflsce  of  pdfiming  was  very  common  in^  Italy^^  an^  the 
-fufpicion  of  Icaliaii  ppifons  yet  more  common.'    tpHNaak* 

»  ^«».take  lajome  <virtue*  I    To  take  m  a  towq.  Is  t»rw 

00  in  AiUony  and  Clcopatru  s 

■  '  ■  «■      cut  the  Ionian  feas. 

And  take  tk  Toryne— — ,   Steevbns, 

that 
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tbsi  t  bavefent  her,  by  her  own  command^ 

Shall  give  thee  tj^rtunity: O  daipn'd  paper ! 

Black  as  the  ink  that^s  on  thee  !  Senfelefs  bauble  ! 
Art  thou  a  feodary  fbr  this  ad  \  and  lodc'ft 
So  virgin-like  without  ?  Lo,  here  Ihe  comcsi 

Ent&  IffioffiH. 

s  I  ahi  igtiorant  ih  What  t  atn  comnlaticied* 
Imo.  How  now,  Pifanio  ? 
Pif.  Madam^  here  is  a  letter  from  my  lord. 
Inio.  Who  >  thy  lord  ?  that  is  my  lord  ?  Leonatus  ) 

♦  0>  leirh*d  indeed  were  that  aftrbnomer^ 
That  knew  the  ftars^  as  I  his  charad:ers  ; 

He'd  lay  the  future  open. You  good  gods^ 

Let  what  is  here  contained  t-elifti  of  love> 

Of  my  lord's  health,  of  his  content,— yet  not> 
That  we  two  are  afunder^  let  that  grieve  him  *! 
(Some  griefs  are  medicinable ;  that  is  one  of  them^ 

•  For  it  doth  phyfic  love)— of  his  content, . 

^Ari  thou  a  feodary  far  fits  tfiff  f— ]  A/eoJaiy  is  one  Wha 
liol4s  hiB  eibte  under  the  tenuve  of  fuit  and  feryice  to  a  fupcHor 
lord.    Hanmer. 

^  /  am  ignorant  in  what  I  am  commanded^  i«  e.  I  am  unprac<^ 
tifcd  in  the  arts  of  murder.    Steevens. 

♦  0,  learned  indeed  were  that  aftrtmomer^  &c.]  This  was  a  very 
faatural  thought.  She  muft  needs  be  fuppofcd,  in  her  circum- 
ftancesy  to  be  extremely  .felicitous  about  xkit,  future  \  and  defiroua 
of  coming  to  it  by  the  amllance  of  that  fuperftition.  W  a  a  b  u  r  t  on* 

'  —  Zn?  thaigriente  him  /]  I  fhoufd  wifh  to  read  : 
Of  my  lord's  health,  of  his  content ; — yet  no ; 
ThaJ  we  two  are  afuhder,  \&t  that  grieve  him ! 

TYkWHiTt. 

•iV  it  doth  phyCic  /<?w)]— —    That  is,   grief  for  abfcnco," 
te^  love  in  health  and  vigour*    Johnson. 
00  in  Macbeth : 

The  labour  we  delight  in,  fhyjksfain^    Steevens* 

K%  All 
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•  »  -  - 

All  but  in  that !— Gfood  wix,  thy  leave  :—7  Bleft  Br^ 
Yqubees,  that  make  thefe  locks  of  courifell  Lovers, 
Artd  men  in  dangerous  bonds^  pray  not  alike  • 
Though  forfeiters  you  caft'in  prifon,  yet       '''^  ^  ^ 
You  clafp  youngCupid's  tables. — Good  news,' gods? 

[^Reading. 
Jujlke^  and  your  father^ s  wrath ^  Jlootdd  he  take  me  in 
his  dominiotTy  couldnot  be  fo  cruel  to  me,  as  you  ^  0  the 
dear  eft  of  creatures^  would  even  renew  me  with  your  eyes. 
"Take  notice^  that  I  am  in  Cambria^  at  Milfbri-Haven : 
What  your  own  love  will,  out  of  this,  advife  you,  follow. 
So,  he  .wijhes  you  all  happinefs,  that  retkains^  hyalt&hh 
vow,  and  your,  increajing  in  love,  ■  •  i .  i 

Leonatus  Pofthumus* 
O,  for   a  horfe   with  wings  [ — -Hear'ft    thou,  fir 

fanio?-  -.' 

He  is  at  Miiford-Haven  :  Read,  and  tell  me 
How  far  'tis  thither.     If  one  of  mean  affairs 
May  plod  it  in.  a  week,  why  may  not  I  - 

Glide  thither  in  a  day  ? — Then,  truePifanio, 
-(Who  long'ft,  like  me,  to  fee  thy  lord;  w^ho  long'ft,— 
O,  let  me  'bate, — but  not  Kke  me  : — yet  long'ft,— 

But  in  a  fainter  kind  : — O,  not  like  me  ; 

•  -  '.     '  ^   ''^ 

.     7- BkJ^e  ,  -     , 

QTou  h.ces^  that  make  thefe locks  ofcotftifcl!     Lovers,' 
A»d  men  in  dangerous  bonds^fray  not  alike  j  •» 

TJjou^h  forfeiters  you  caft  in  prfon^  yet 

* "  '  Tou  clafp  young  Cupid'* s  tables. ]     The  meaning  of  thiJ, 

which  had  been  obfcured  by  ^xvaxm^  forfeitures  for  forfeiters^  is 
no  more  than  that  the  bees  are  not  blell  by  the  man  who  forfeiting 
•a  bond  is  feat  to  prifon,  as  they  are  by  the  lover  for  whom  they 
uerform  the  morfe  plealing  office  of  fealing  letters.     Steevens. 

'^    * loyal  to  his  *uoWy  and  your  increafing  in  love^\     I  read: 

Loyal  to  his  vow  2n^you,  increafing  in  love*    J9,unsqk« 
We  fliould  rather,  I  think,  read  thus  :  — and  your,  inqreafk'^  in 
love^  Leonatus  Poilhumus.— — ^To  make  it  plain,  that  yanr  is  to 
be  joiued  in  conftrudion  with  Leonatus^  and  no?  with  in^Ke^fing ; 
!|^  that  the  latter  is  a.participk  prcfent,  and  not  a  mm^^^ 

For 
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For  aiiaerS  beyond,  bq^Qud,)  (^y^  ai)d /peak  thick, 
(I^ayeY^^W^^'^'^r  flio'nld  fill  the.  bores  of  hearing. 
To  tiie  fippthering  of^thefenfe)  how  far  it  is  ■ 
To  this  farrie  bleflcd  Milford  :  And,  by  the,  way, 
TeU  me  how  Wa^les  was  niade  To  happy,  as 
To  inherit  fuch  a  haven  :  But,  firft  of  all. 
How  we  may  fteal  from  hence-;  and,  for  the  gap 
That  we  Ihallmake  in  time,  from  our  he^ce-going 
'Tili  quf  return,    to  excufe  : — but  firft,  how   get 

^   hence  : 
Why  ih^uld  excufe  be  born  or  e'er  begot  ? 
We'll  t^lk  of  that  hereafter,     Pry'thee,  fpeak, 
Hpwjp^ny  fcore  of  miles  may  we  wxU  ride 
Twixt  hour  and  hour  ? 
i;Pi/;,,Onp  fcore,  *twixt:  fun  and  fun, 
Ma4?W/s  enough  for  you  ;  and  too  much  too. 

Imo.  Why,  one  that  rode  to  his  execution,  man. 
Could  ^eypr  go^fo  flow;  I  have  heard  of  riding 

pagers. 
Where  horfes  have  be.cn  nimbler  than  the  fands 
^  That  run  i'  the  clock*$  behalf ;— But  this  is  fool- 

.     •    ery  : —  . 

Qoj  bid  jxiy  woman  feign  a  ficknefs ;  fay 
She'll  home  to  her  father:  and  provide  me^  prefently^ 
A  riding  fuit ;  no  coftlier  than  wopld  fit 
'  A  franklin's  houfewife, 

Pif.  Madam,  you're  beft  confider. 

Imo»  *  I  fee  before  me,  man,  nor  here,  nor  here,  • 
•    -1  Nor 

*  I*  '    , 

9  Thiitrm  P  the  clock's  hthalff ]     Thi«  fantaftical  exprd"- 

€011  means  no  more  than  fand  in  an  hour-glafs,  uied  to  meafure 
time.    War  BUR  TON. 

'  !^frinkim*s  beufewlfe.']     A  franklin  is  literally  a  freeholder^ 
wiftafi^kll  ellrate,  ndther«tr/7/df/«  nor«i;tf^/,     Johs^son. 

*  I fce'-hefo^e  me^  man^  nor  here^  nor  bere^ 
Nor  "what  enfues  ;  but  have  a  fog  in  them^ 

That  I  cannot  look  thro  J ]     Where  is  the  fabflantive  .to 

which  this  relative  plural,  them^  can  poflibly  ha^e  any  reference  ? 
Tiverc  is  none  j  and  the  fenfe,  as  well  as  grammar,  is  dcfe<5tive, 

R  3  IXm^ 
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Nor  ^zt  fcnfuefe ;  but  have  a  fog  in.  thetrt-. 
That  I  cannot  look  through.     Away,  I  pr*ythc^  j 
Do  as  I  bid  thee  :  There's  no  ftiQre  to  fay ; 
Acceffible  is  nofie  but  Milford  way,  lEx^unt, 

SCENE    IIL 

Changes  fo  a  forgft,  in  fTaks,  with  4  ctM^ 

Enter  BelariuSy  Guiderius,  and  A)  viragus. 

£d.  A  goodly  day  not  to  keep  houf(f,  with  fuch 
Whofe  roofs  as  low  as  ours  f  '  Stoqp,  bpys :  This  gate 

Inftruds 

I  have  ventured  to  refbrCf  ^gs^infl  the  authority  of  the  printe4 
copies  : 

but  h^vie  a  fog  in  kfn^ 
That  I  <:annot  look  thro-. 
Imogen  would  fay  :  "  Don't  talk  of  confidering,  man;  I  neither 
fee  prefent  events,  nor  confequences  j  but  am  in  a  mift  of  for- 
tune, and  refolved  to  proceed  on  the  project  determined."     In  ken^ 
jneans  in  profped,  within  iight,  before  my  eyes.    Theobald. 

J  fee  before  me^  man  ;  nor  here  nor  thcre^ 

Nor  'ujhat  enfitesy  but  have  a  fog  tit  them^ 

That  I  cannot  look  through. ]     Shakefpeare  fays  (he  can 

fbe  before  her,  yet  on  which  fide  Toever  fhe  looks  there  is  a  fcg 
vrhich  flie  cannot  fee  through.  This  nonienfe  is  occafioned  by 
the  corrupt  reading  of  but  have  af&g^  for,  that  b^e  a  fog ; .  ani 
then  all  is  plain.  *'  I  fee  before  me  (fays  (he)  for  there  i$  no  fog 
on  any  fide  of  me  which  I  cannot  fee  through."  I^r.  Theobald 
pbjedls  to  a  fog  in  ihem^  and  alks  for  the  fybftantive  to  \vhicb  tit 
relative  plural  (them)  relates.  The  fub{l-anti<re  n  places j  implied 
in  the  words  here^  there^  and  what  enfues :  for  not  to  know  that 
Shakefpeare  perpetually  takes  thefe  lihe/tief  of  grammar,  is 
knowing  nothing  of  his  author.  So  that  there  is  no  need  for  bis 
(krange  ftuff  of  a  fog  in  ken.    War  bur  ton. 

This  paifage  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  very  cafily  underfiood, 
without  any  emendation.  The  lady  fays  :  "  I  can  fee  neither 
pne  way  nor  other,  before  me  nor  behind  me, ,  but  all  the  ways 
^re  covered  with  an  impenetrable  fog."  ,  There  are  obje<5yons  in- 
superable to  all  that  I  can  propofe,  and  fince  reafon  can  give  ni« 
|io  counfel,  I  will  refolveatonce  to  follow  tny  i|iclination. 

JoHNSOK, 

3 Stoop  ^<7yj;— -]     The  old  copy  reads  :— :A^/,  boys:— 

from  whence  Hanmer  conjectured  that  the  poet  wrote— /(*?/, 

boys— 


Inftrufts  y^U^qjy  to  ^ore  thcjh^^vejn  and  bows  you 
To  u^n  W  J^^lpfe  '0c$  of /mpiiarchs 

Are  archr<^%  ^gh^^at  ^^ntt  tpay  jet,  tb'rq^gh 
Ap^-if-^^p  ♦their  impious  tyxbands  oft,  without 
Good  fnocrow  to  tlie  fun.^-^HailJ  thouf^ir  heaven  1 
We  houfe  i*  the  rock,  yet  ufe  thee  not  fo  hardly 
As  prouder  HveW  klor  ^   ^ '    i 

Gi^/4,,^?ifl>.V^Y.en  J.,  .     ;, 

Jrvi  Hail,  Tieaveh ! 

SsL  Now  for  oar  mountain  fport :  Up  to, yon  hill. 
Your  legs^re  yoiing  i  1*11  tread  thefe  flats*    G>nfider, 
^Khfln»i$?P»  2^pye  perceive  me  lijce  a  crow, 
jS^^t,|l[  is  pi^e,  .wfeich  Jeffens,  and  fets  off.  . 
^A^ijffu  may  then  revolve  what  tales  I  have  told  you. 
Of  courts,  of  princes,  of  the  tricks  in  war  : 
'^^Thi^ifervicels  not  fervice,  fo  being dont, 
But  ^eing  io  allowed  :  To  apprehend  thus. 
Draws  us  a  profit  from  all  things  we  fee  : 
^^And  often,  to  ouf  tomfort,  fhall  we  find 
•  Thcifiiarded  beetle  in  a  fafer  hold 
Tiim  i&  tdie  Aiil-wing'd  eagle.     O^  this  life 

boys -as  that  word  affords  a  good  introduftion  to  what  follows. 
Mr;  lldWe.  reads  **  iS'^c  bo^s— *%  which  (as  ufual)  had  beenfilcnt- 
ly  c6pied.    St ee yens,' 

'  Z*'— ^'/fe/V  Impious  turhands  on^ ]  •  The  idea  ofagtantwta^ 

'  ateotf^-the  readers  6f  romances,  who  were  almoft  all  the  readers  of 
'  thofc'tdmc^i. always  confounded  with  that  of  a  Saracen.    Joh«  son. 
'^'Ithisfit'vice  is  not  fervice^  &c.]     In  war  it  is  not  fufficientto 
do  duty  wen  i  the  advantage  rifes  not  from  the  a£t,  but  the  ac- 
ceptance df  ihe  aft.     John  son. 

'    **  7hi  fliardcd  leetU ]     i.  e.  the  beetle  whofe  wings  are  en* 

clofed  Wt'hinVd  Sxf'hujks  or  Jhards,    So  in  Gower,Dr  Conjt/^ 
Ji9neAmantis^Xih.\.  fol.  103.  b. 

"  That  with  his  fwerd,  and  with  his  ipere, 
•'^  He  tiAight  not  the  ferpent  dere : 
'■"     ^«  He  kas  fo  M^trded all  aboute, 
*•  Iticid  all  edge  toole  withoute.** 
GoT^  ii  hci-e  fpegkiog  of  the  dragon  fubdued  by  Jafon. 

■         '  St££V£NS. 

/I    .J/,  H'.  *\.      ^  '.IS 

.J      . 
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1$  nobler,  thaa  attending*  fiar  atchi^ck  ^ ; 
Richer,  ^  than  doing  nothing  fo^^.a'habe.; 
Pr-ojqder,  thajaruftlibg/in  uapaidrfj^rifilk.:' 
Sych  gain  the  cap  of  him,  that  makes  them  fine, ' 
Yet;  feeps  his  book  uncrorfsy  2  rno  life  tonours* 


i    "       -    ,    I,'  '.    '     .       •   •        'j  <     \      !    )i 


^ ,""  attending  for  a  check ;  ]  Cke^i  ^^^^^pie^u  i^  ^his  pla^o 
a  reproof  y  but  1  ratter  think  it  Signifies  coTiimand^,  controuL,  Thus 
in  Troilus  and  CreJJida^  the  reftri6^ions  of'  ilHftotli  *are  called 
Ariftotle's  checks,    Steevens, 

»  .,•,: — than  doing  noihingfw  a  bauble ;] ;  i  e*  Vain  titles  of 
.  honour  gained  by  an  idle  attepdanc^  at  court.    But  the  Ojcford 
editor  reads,  j^r^jf  ^n^f.     War^urton, 

The  Oxford  editor  knew  the  ireafon  of  this' 'alteii^tion,' though 
his  cenfurer  knevv  it  not.    The  old  edition  r^eads  ; 

I^icher,  than  doing  nothing  for  ^  ^(jtie. 
Oi  hahe  "^ovQQ  c6rr^&.ox  mzdc  lauhk ',  apd  H^nrne^^  thc^ught  h^ni- 
felf  equally  authoriied  to  make  prihe,  X  think  iahe^ckn  hardly  be 
rSght.  It  fliould  be  remembereid,  however,  'that  hkitFh  ^wa^' an- 
ciently fpdt  hahle  j  fo  that  Dr.  Warburton  in  reaiicy  has  addied 
but  one  letter.  A  iauhle  wa^  part  of  the  infignia  of  a  fool,.  /§o 
in  AWs  ivell  that  ends  ivell^  a6t  IV.  fc.  v.  the  ^lovya  fny^  ;   ^ 

"  I  would  give  his  wife,  my  hauhle^  fir.**        "'  " '     "^\' 
}t  was  a  kijid  of  truncheon,  (fays  fir  John  Hawkins) -^tB  a  YkLi 
carved  on  it.     To  this  Belarius.  may  alludey.and  meon  that  ho- 
nourable poverty  is  more  precious  than  a  Jinecure  at  court,  of 
which  the  hadge  is  a  truncheon  or  a  'wand* 

'•   So.^  maliddleton^sG^w^^CV^,;i623;-;  '*    *  *'    ;^^  '  ^''' '* 
"  Artthouibcruelforanhohoiii'Jd'^tf^y^?"' '    ''^>'   ** 
As,;  ij^w^v^r,  ( i^t  ivas  once  the  cuilom  in,  Eogla^idibitiaiVDurites 
at  court  to  beg  the  .wardffliip  of  V«/^«/j  who  were  born  to  gr«it 
'  riches,  our  author  may  allude  to  it  on  this'occafion/    Frequent 
fompialnts"we,re  made  that  nothing  voasdone^  towards  the  education 
J  of  thefe  unhapjpy.  xwphans.    Steevens.   .    .^:-  '   .:'-^'{.>i4  >. 
.^ A  »I 'have  always  fufpeded  that  the  right  rjesadjngi^filJijis  -p^iHiie 
Is  what  I  had  not  in  a  former  edition  the  confidence  to  ipro-* 

Richer,  than  doing  nothing  for  a  irah.  ^     •= 

Brqhjujn  is  a  badge  of  honour,*  6r"theerifigu_of'ai\l\Qt)ovy*,  or  any 
■"fmiV^  worn  as  a  mark  of  dignity.     The  word  was '  fliaflfge  to  the 


..  cia^^ 

wjio  terms  it  vl  reward.'  Cooper,  in  his  Thefanrus'^  defines  it  to 
%Q7L'pri:il  or  r coward  for  any  game%     T  o  h  K  s  o  n  • 

^  * 9u^dy 
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Guid.    Out  pf  your  proof  yoo  fpeak :  wcjf  poqr 
uafledgM, 
Have  never  wing'd  from  view  o'  the  neft ;  nqr  fc^ow 

not 
What  air's  from  home.     Haply,  this  life  is  beft,    ;- 
If  quiet  life  be  beft ;  fweeter  to  you,  ..    v  - 

That  have  a  iharper  known ;  well  correfpon^ing 
With  your  ftiff  age :  but,  unto  us,  it  is  .    :   , 

A  cell  of  ignorance ; , travelling  abed ; 

^A  prifon  for  a  de^btor,  that  not  dares 
'To  ftridfa  limit.' 
/  Jrv.  *  What  Ihould  we  fpeak  of,  - 
When  we  are  as  old  as  you  ?  when  we  fliall  hear .    .  ^ 
The  rain  and  wind  beat  dark  December,  how,    . 
Jn  thi§  our  pinching  cave,  Ihall  we  difcourfe 
The  freezing  hours  away  ?     We  have  feeri  npthiing ; 
We  are  beaftly ;  fubtle  as  the  fox,  for  prey  ; 
Like  warlike  as  the  wolf,  for  what  we  eat : 
Our  valour  is,  to  chape  what  flies  ;  our  cage 

:  We  make  a  quire,  as  doth  thp  prifon^d  bird, 
And  fipg  our  bondage  freely. 

Bel.  *  How  ypu  fpeak  ! 
Did  you  but  know  the  city's  ufuries, , 
And  felt  them  knowingly  :  the  art  o*  the  court. 
As  hard  to  leavp,  as  keep  ;  whofe  top  to  cliaibt 
Is  certain  falling,  or  fo  flippery,  that 
The  fear's  a$  bad  as  falling  :  the  toil  of  the  war, 

/A  pain  that  only  feems  to  feek  out  danger 

,  r  the  name  of  fame,  and  honour  ;  which  dies  i*  the 
fearch  j 

•  ^'ToJlrtJe  a  ltmiu'\    To  overpafs  his  bound.     Johnsok* 
"  Wlmtjbould  vjejpeak  of]     This  dread  of  an  old  age,  uofisp^ 

piled  with  matter  for  difcourfe  and  meditation,  is  a  fentiment  na« 

tural  and  noble,.    No  ftate  can  be  more  deftitute  than  that  of  him^ 

who,  when  the  delights  of  f^nfe  forfake  him,  has  no  pleafures  of 

^he  mind.    Johnson. 
*H(nuj;ou  Jpeak  /]     Otway  feems  to  have  taken  many  hints  for 

the  converfation  that  palTes  between  Acafto  and  jbls  fons.  from  the 

fjptme  before  us.  *  SxEEviNS,^  -  S 

Ana 
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And  hath  a,$.  oft  a  flsuder^fiH  epifsapbf  <     i  . . 
As  record  of  fair  z&, ;  nay,  matiy^,tinH»i^ 
Doth  i+LdpferVe  hy  doing  iwcH  ;.:wh4t*s  wwrfer, 
Myft  ciirt?fy  at  tl^ececufurb  :•*— O^  b<^$,  tliis-ftpry 
The  world  -may  read  in  me  :  My  body's  mark'd 
With  Roman  fword^ ;  Hftdiriy  rt^oirt  Wa« nemce 
Fira  with  the  beft  bf  h6tfei  q^rta^felihe  fovM^mi^  ; 
And  when  a  fel4ier  was  the  theipe^,hiy  ^aimp»  . . : 
Was  noft  far  off:'  Then  was  I as^itree,     't  r 
Whofe  boughs  didteftd  wfrtl  fth*i  btit;  ift«!<Pii^lft:, 
A  ftorm,  or  robbery^  ga[U  it  w.h^;.you  y^^ .,  ,^    '  -*^" 
Shook  down  my  mcHow  h^n^dgs,  )^^  my  I'^ff^f^i 
And  lirft  me.  bare  to  weather  K  ^/i    •    i-  nonlnL 

Guid,  Uncertain  favour  !^''*  -"^    ^  '-•*^'    -- '• 
Bel  My  fault  being  'nothing'<as'I  fcavif  t€?l<l  yem^cfift) 
But  that  two  villairts,  \yhofe  f^lfe  oat^^spt^ev^tlVl 
Before  my  p?ife6:  honour,  fwore  to  Cymbefine,     r* 
I  was  confederate  with  the  Romans  r  fd» 
FoUow'd  my  batiHhmcnt;  and,  tKcle  twenty  y^ars. 
This  rock,  and  thefei3eiaw'fn<J8,'htfv«been'iwy^te»i4 : 
Where  I  have  liv^d  at  hoifeft  freedom  ;  pay*d    ''    •  ^ 
Mor^  pious  debts  to  heaven,  thaA  ki  all 
The  fore-end  of  my  time«-*-But>  up  to  the -itabwiidaiTis ; 
This  IS  -not  htniters'  langn^e  :  i^,  thatiftrikes  •    :*^ 
'  The-xnetrifon  fit*,  flirfl  be 'the  ICHrd-d'thefea^'i  -    •' 
To  him  the  otl^er  twoihaM  mlniftet.;       ^     ;  "  ""  "i* 
And  wc  will  fear  iio  poifoTi,  which  attends  .  ^^ . 
Inrplace  of  ^cater  ifetse;    V\\  meet  you  in  theTvalle;^. 

How  hard  it  Is,, to  hide  the  fparks  ©f  nat^ure  !^^   "^  ^^^ 
Thefe  boys  know  littk^  they  aic  ^QiistQ  thf^^c^Mgt^ 
*'jMar  GymbeUQe-dreftmstirstit^ey^ireaUv^^  i 

^jIhJ left  mi  hin  to  Hxjia^bir.\  ]So  m  i^imoKi  . ,.  ,  f  '^  \«>4ti^ 
That  ixumbef Itfs  upoa  me  iluck,  a«  leaves « . ^  ,  <. , .  ^^^* 
Do  on  the  oak,  iaje  wtb  one  wnt» « ^tiSu,^    .:j,^^ 


Tb<J7 
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They  thmk^  they  vltc  mine ;  anA,  though  trained  up 

tbos  meanly 
*  r  the  cflW,  whertin  tjhey  bow,  their  tlioughts  do  iiJt 
The  roofs  of  palaces  j  Sitid  nature  prompts  thcm^^ .  * 

^Pthtrnw^Uc^]    Mr.  i\>pe  reads : 
. ,,  Ifere  i|i  th^  cave,  therein  thf^Ux  thoughts  do  hit 
The  roof  of  palaces; 
but  the  fehtence  breaks  oS*  imperfe6^y«    The  old  editions  read  i 

V  thecatr,  where0n  ths  ^^tVsthcir  thoughts  do  hit,  &c.    ' 
|tfn  Ro^  law  tbi^  li)c0wile  was  faulty ;  and  therefore  amended  it 
thus : 

V  the'  cave,,  where^  en  th^  bow,  their  thoughts  do  hit,  &c; 
Ithiii&it  ihbuldhe  only  with  the  aheration  of  one  letter,  and  the 
addition  of  another ; 

r  the  cave,  i^tre^  on  the  ir^w,  ^ 

Aod  jfojhemininar  «nd  fyntax  of  the  fentence  is  coraptete.  ^  We 
call  the  atcbif^  of  a  cavfrn^  .or  overhanging  of  a  hilt^  metsrphorir 
call^,  ^iWiikv;  and  in  Tike  manner  the  Ureeks  and  LatinSuied 
iffiif  wad  jfkfercilitm.'   Theobald.       < 
—  tbo*  trained  vfi  tims  tneardyy 

r  the  cave^  th^rc  on  the  broW| ]     The  old  editions  read : 

4*  the  cave  'whereon  the  how  j  ■■ 
Wfcfeh;  thbugh  very  cotnipt,  will  direft  us  to  the  true  reading ; 
which,  jirhendghtly  pointed,  is  thus  : 

thot^fa  trainM  up  thus  meanly 

V  the  cave  ^wherein  fhey  how 

i.  e.  Tlius  meanly  brought  up.  Yet  in  this  very  cave,  whifch  is 
To  low  that  thfey  mnft  bow  or  bend  in  entcrbg  it,  yet  are  their 
thoughts  io  exalted,  &c.  This  is  the  antithefis.  Belarius  had 
TpofcSi  before  of  the  lownefs  of  this  cave : 

A  goodly  diy !  not  to  keep  houfe,  with  fuch 

Whole'rbi^iirriiwv  lis  ours.     Sec,  boys!  thisgSfte         v 
"^  .  •  fiiftrut£^s  jrou  hnw  to  adore  the  heavens ;  and  bows  you 

Ttfitionfung's  holy  office,    WARBvaroN. 
Hanraer  reads ; 

I'  the  cave,  here  in  this  Brow.        ■  ■  ■  .   ^    '  -    ' 

I'thihkthe  reading  is  this  : 

r  thecanfe,  wherein  the&pw,  &c.  ,  i 

That  is,  they  are  trained  up  in  the  cave^  "jyhere  their  thoughts  in 
hittihg  the  how,  15r  arch  of  their  habitation,  hit  the  roofs  of  pa- 
iaces.  In  other  words,  though  thdi*  condition  is  low;  their 
droughts  are  high. '  The  fentence  is  at  lift,  as  Theobald  re- 
marks, abrupt,  but  perhaps  no  lefs  foitableto  Sha^efpeai*e.  I  know 
Dotwbetli^r  Dr.  Warburton's  cohjedturc  be  pot  better  than  mine. 

Johnson. 

In 
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In  fimple  and  low  things,  to  prince  it,  much 

Beyond  the  trick  of  others.     ^  This  Poly dore,— 

The  heir  of  Cynibcline  and  Britain,  whom 

The  king  his  father  call'd  Guiderius, — Jove  ! 

When  on  my  three-foot  ftool  I  fit,  and  tell 

The  warlike  feats  I  have  .don«,  his  fpirits  fly  out 

Into  my  ftory  :  fay, —  "Thus  mine  enemy  fell; 

And  thus  I  Jet  my  foot  on  his  neck*^  even  then 

The  princely  blood  flows  in  his  cheek,  lie  fweats, 

Strains  his  young  nerves,  and  puts  himfelf  in  poilure 

That  afts  my  words.     The  younger  brother,  Cadwal, 

^  (On.ce,  Arviragus)  in  as  like  a  figure,' ' 

"  Strikes  life  into  my  fpeech,  and,  Ihcws  much  piore 
His  own  conceiviftgt     Hark !  the  game  is  rouz'd  !— 
O  Cymbeline !  heaven,  and  my  confcience,  knows. 
Thou  didli  unjuftly  banifli  me :  whereon,  ^^[  . 
At  three,  and  two  years  old,  ^I  ftole.thef^  ^^^'^^»'i 
Thinking  to  bar  thee  of  fucceflion,  as 

'  Thou  reft'ft  me  of  my  lands.     Euriphile^.   -^ 
Thou  wali  their  nurfe:    they  took  thpe  jor/tlieir 
mother,     .        .    ,      .  ,  ,    .  ^^.       , 

,  And  every  day  do  honour  to  her  grave : 
Myfelf,  Belarius,  that  am  Morgan  calFd, 
They  take, for  natural  father..  ,The  game  is  up..[J51ri/. 

■'         ■■  .'■'■' 

•T/jis  Poly  dor  By — ]     The  old  copy  of  the  play  ,j[exccpt 


Ii6?e;iiu4lefe  4t  may  fee  only  a  bl under  of  vthe  printga:).'riils  rfhc 
cyi64b  ib&  of  Cymbeline  Polidore,i,4s  'Oft^n>aa  the/namie  occurs ; 
and  -yet  there  are  ibme  Who  may  aik  whether  ft  \%  notojjBote J&ely 
that  the  prih^cr  fttould  have  blundered  in  the  other. ipljftes,  -than 
that  he  fliould  have  hit  upon  fuch  an  uncommon  namc^^s 
/*<3f/d'//<p//r  in -this  lirft  inftance^     Steevens,*'.  j/v.;iu  ;iii    ■" 

6 J  Jivh  theft  hahcs\\  Shakefpeave feeina tttiiixtexid  Bela- 
rius for  a  good  charadter,  yet  he  hi^kcs  hini  £ot^t»the  injury 
which  he  hasTdoneto  the  young  princes,  whom  he  has  rcrbbed  of 
afcih^di)m  only  to  rob  their  father  of  heirs,i-H^— TteilatjsiT^pArt  pf 
this  foliloquyk  vtty  inartificia],  there  being  no.  particuhii  xeaf^n 
vc^  Beianui  ihould  now  tell  to'  himiblf  ^vhs^t  be-couldiiiot-knQiY 
fettteri>y  telling  it,'  -Jobntcon.    ^  -  ?.    *    ^ » »  tuoiji  y 
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I  ■  ... 

S    C    E-  N    E     IV. 

'        iVl»^  Milford-Haven. 

£«/^r  Pi/am) f .  ir»i  Imogen. 

7»w.-  Thou  told'ft  me,  when  we  came  from  horFc, 
'the  place  *      -  .• 

Wa/tieiT  at  hand  : — Ne*er  long'd  my  mother  fo 
To  fee  me  firft,  as  I  have  now  : — Pifanio  !  Man ! 
'Where  is  Pofthumus  ?    What  is  in  thy  mind. 
That  makes  thee  Ilare  thus  ?    Wherefore  breaks  that 

FroAi  the  inward  of  thee  ?  One,  but  painted  thus. 
Would  be  interpreted  a  thing  perpl'ex'd  ; 

Beyond  felf-explication  :  Put  thyfelf 
Into  a  haviour  of  lefs  fear  %  ere  wildnefs  ^  \ 

Vanquilh  my  ftalder  fenfes.     \Vhat's  the  matter  ? 
Why  teftder^ll  thou  that  paper  to.  me,  with 
A  look  untender  ?     If  it  be  fummer  news, 
Smile  to't  before :  if  winterly,  thoii  beed'ft 

.  •»'  ffj}ere  is  Tofthunms  ?—  ]  Shakefpeaise*s. upparent  ignoraaoe 
of  quantity  is  not  the  leafl  among  many  proots  of  his  want  of 
IqKomg. '  ..Throughout  thi&  play  he  calU  FoflMmuSy  Pofihumus^ 
add  Arviti^us^  Arwirdgusm.'  Jt  may  be  /aid  that  quantity  in  th^ 
ag^  of  our.  author  <cii(L  not  appear,  to  have  beea  nuich  <-c^rded« 
tn  the  trai^dy  of  JD^xTfiyjf  by  Alexander.  Moiilrie.^lprd  3 terrm^) 
1603,  Darius  is  aJvray& .  called  Dartus^  zxA  .Euphrates^-  Eu" 
fhratuJi^.     ..     .        ■  .    .  ■ 

"  The  diadem  that  Danus  crft  hadr  borne —^—  . 
fiijci  ..fi*>TThc.  famous  Euphrates  to  be  yout  border^ — ** 
V  Agaio^i  mthc  a  I  ft  Song  of  J)rayton*s  P<?/y<7/^;V« ;' 
0  ojv-Jf/'  That  gliding.go  in  ftat^  like  fwelling  EupkrStesJ!* ,-    .;  « 
'o'&li^oUgkciut  Iw  Arthur  Gorges'  tranflation  <of  Lfic^sif  JSmpbri* 
/ioisjhke&iiei^en.iofiead  of  ^»/^r^/fi.     St|;sv£ns».       .  r 

^^(ft:«U«>iKiiua#er'-^ti-^]  -This  word ^  as  t^ften  a$  it  oQcurs  in  Sh^ff> 
ipeare,  ihould  not  be  printed  as  aA  abbreviattoa^ipf  leha*oiimp^ 
Haviour  was  a  word  commonly  uied  in  his  time/  Se&  Spenfes; 
^giogueQ-:     .  .  ... 

..  **,The:r  ill  i^^v/^^r  garres  men  mlfTay.'*    Steevens. 

But 


.,<t 
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Bac  keepdf^Wiiit^aficeiftilSa-s^IftfyliQamd's  hand! 
That :^  drug-d^stall'd  Italy  Hath  odr^citafted  hihi. 
And  he's  at  fome'hard  point.r — ^peak>  man;  thy 

tohgue   /"-^       )  Is  \  ^'j  , 
May  take  ofFfome  extremity,  which  tarcad 
Would  be  even  mortal  to  me«   *      »i  4  • 

Pif.  Pleafe  you,  read  | 
And  you  Ihall  find  me,  wretched  man^  a  thing 
The  moft  difdain'd  of  fortune^      •  v  •  - 

ImozeH  reads* 

7^  mtfirefs,  Pijanib,  bath  plaftt  th'Jlmff^  in  nff 
ied;  the  teftimonies  whereof  lie  bleeding  in  me*  I  fpeak 
not  out  of  weak  furmifes ;  but  from  proof  as  Jlrong  as  my 
grief  and' as  certain  as  lexpeb  m^,  revenge.  That  part, 
thouy  Pifanioy  mufi  aH  for  me^  if  thy  faith  h  not  tainted 
with  the  breach  of  hers.  Let  thine  cnxm  hands  take  adoa^ 
her  Ufe  :  IJball  give  thee  opportunity  at  Miljhrd-Haven  i 
fiie  hath  pry  letter  for  the  purpofe  t  Where,  if  ^thou  fear  to 
firike,  and  to  make  me  certain  it  is  done^  thou  art  thepanf 
dar  to  her  ^(honour y  and  equally  to  me  difioyal*, 

Pif  What  fliaU  I  need  to  draw  my  (word  ?  tlje 
paper 
i^tii  cut  her  throait  a}ready.-— ^J^o,  ^tU  flander  i 
Whofe  edge  is  iharper  than  the  fword ;  whofe  tongo< 
Qiit-venom$  *  all  the  worms  of  Nile ;  whofe  breath . 
Rides  on  the  porting  winds,  and  doth  belye    . 
All  corners,  of  the  world :  kings,  queens,  and  ^ftates, 
Maids,  matrons,  nay,  the  fecrets  of  the  grave 

i9^mKufKmT^mn*J-rr'r^J  ..  This  is  smother  allufiott  to  It4uui 
poifon?.  '  JoBNSOiir. 

.  *>  ^^f^fi^mnk^yiff  Ni^  i-"^!  Serpents  and  dragons  by  the  old 
Maters  were  called  tMorms.  Of  this>  &v«ral  infiances  are.  ^ven  19 
^ftml^ii.  oQtxii  j^ntat^  ami Cl^paira.    Steeyens. 

"^atesj]    Perfonsof  higheft  rank*    Johnson* 

This 


C  Y^M  E  E/  K  I'N  £• 
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This  vipcr«ii»fl9iMi«;^  ef»ffir»#*«^Wik2tf!  iebfer,  maddtn  ? 

//ffo.  Falfetcr  bU  bed^kWhotat  ft^  to  be  falfe  > 
To  lie  in  w^tcb  tber^  and  t>o  think  on  him  ^ 
To  weep  'twixt  clock  a%id  clock  ?  if  flecp  cKarge 

nature^ 
To  break  it  with  a  fearful  dream  of  bioi. 
And  cry  myfelf  awake  >  tbat'»  falfe  to  his  bed  ? 
Is  it?        •■     ^    -       .«■•'.'•,  ^ 

Pif.  Alas,  good  lady !     .      -.  ,    f^V. 

Imo.  I  falfe  ?  Thy  confcience  witnefs :— -lachtmo^ 
Thou  didft  accufe  him  of  incontinency ; 
Thou  then  look'dft  like  a  villain ;  now^  o^ethinks. 
Thy  fN^uF*a  good  enough*— » Some  jay  of  Italy, 
♦  Wbofe  mother  was  her  painting,  hath  betray 'd  him; 
Poor  I  ani  fiale,  a<  garment  out  o£  hihiqjx } 
And,  -for- 1  am.  richer  than  to  hang  by  the  walls, 
I  tpyft  be  ript*  i— to  pieces  with  me  !r— O5  ^    ] 

A^^n's,;^w^  are  womea^s  traitors  I  All  good  feemjing, 

'  ,Ttr— ^!«*n^  j*y  ^/*^>}  There  U  a  prettinefs  in  this  erpi^ 
fion^  Mft^y  in\ta\hn^  ngnifying  bath  ^Jay  and  a  fi^^ore :  I^^up* 
pofeffom  tht  gay  feathers  of  that  bird.     Wak'b ur ton . 

So,  in  the  Jj&rry  fFivcs^  &c,'  "  tcaclvhim  to  know  turtle!*  fifWn 
/flyi."    Steevens. 

*  ''P^fc.ro^tber.^M^  ^^r  pttimmg^ — r— .l.;^TJ^ifl  ^azj^le^r, 
Theobald  mucH  :  he  thinks  it  may  fignify,  'whtft ^mvthtr  vjos  a 
hird  */l  the  fame  feather ;  or  that  it  (hould  be.  read,;  whofe  pother 
'MiW^tfiii.  'Wh3t  fin  thi*  bc^a9  r  khoiir  kot.  *  Wm. 
ItiMt»ledilMdi/^  the  M  in  mcMhef  bsppcowgttoPbe  i^^rfMl  «i  iftic 
F^t^ilK^^^f  f^^-  \  Afld  what  wat  jmery  ridicpk)«8,  QHp. 
«bn  employed .  l^inif^Jf  (prpperiy  enough.  indee4)  in  finding  ji 
meamng  for  it.  '  InlKoft,  'the.tj'pe  vf(>rdi&  meeiher^  k  north  coutl'- 
Pj  wbrd}^^ieji9ri^' ^uey^  Si'that  thfe'fciifc'of,  htr  methirn^s 
herfainfing^  ijk  '^&t  Oie-hxd^oaly'Kti  araicarance  of  beaut^Cy  fer 
which  fhe  was  beholden  to  her  paint.     War  bur  ton. 

SmeJffyofJtai^y  made  by  art  the  creature,  not  of  nature,  )}Ut 
of  paintingT^'  In  this  fenfe  painting  maiy  be  not  improperly  term- 
ed h,er  7»*//vr.     JOHJfSON.  "- 

lmet^itli"a«m  expYjclIion  in  otoe  of  the  old  co*«^ies,  hue 
forgot*^o  nof  ^  ^h'e  4ate  or  .n>me  of  the  piece  :  '    ' '" 

a  parcel  of  conceited  feather^aps,  whofe  fathers 


**  were  their  garments*^*  •  Strbveks* 


By 
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By  thy  ftvok^  O^  buftand,  9^V  be^thougkt 
Put  on  for  viUainy ;  iKit  born^  where'c  |;fbws ; 
But  worn,  a  bait  for  ladies, 
Pif.  Good  madam,  hear  me^    . 
Imo*   1  rue  iioneft  men  being  heard^  like  falfe 
jEneas, 
Were,  in  his  time,  thought  falfe  :  and  Sinon*s  weep- 
ing • 
Did  fcandal  many  a  holy  tear ;  took  pity 
l^rom  qiofttrue  wretchednefs  :  ^  Sd,  thou,    Poft- 

humus,    ' 
Wilt  lay  the  leaven  on  all  proper  men  ; 
Goodly,  and  gallant,  ftiall  be  falfe,  and  perjur'd. 
From  thy  great  fail.-— Come,  fellow,  be  thou  honeft  : 
Do  thou  thy  mafter's  bidding ;  When  thou  fee'ft  him, 
A  little  witnefs  my  obedience :  Look  ! 
I  draw  the  fword  myfelf :  take  it ;  and  hit 
The  innocent  manfion  of  my  love,  my  heart : 
Fear  not ;  ^tis  empty  of  all  things,  but  grief : 
Thy  mafter  is  not  there ;  who  was^  indeed. 
The  riches  of  it :  Do  his  bidding ;  ftrike. 
Thou  may'ft  be  valiant  in  a  better  caufe ; 
But  now  thou  feem^ft  a  coward. 


•<S^y  thou^  F^fihumus^ 


,  Wilt  y^  the  leaven  on  all  proper  w«i;]  When  Pofthumuf 
tbought  his  wife  falfe,  he  unjuuly  fcandalized  the  whole  fex.  His 
wife  here,  under  the  fame  impreffions  of  his  infidelity,  attended 
with  more  provoking  circumftances,  acquits  his  fex,  and  lays  the 
fault  where  it  was  due.  The  poet  paints  from  nature.  This  is 
life  and  manners.  The  man  thinks  k  a  diihonour  to  the  fupe- 
riority  pf  his  underftanding  to  be  jilted^  and  therefore  flatters  his 
vanity  into  a  conceit  that  the  difgrace  was  inevitable  from  the  gene- 
ral infidelity  of  the  fex*  The  woman,,  on  the  contrary,  not  imagio<« 
ing  tier  credit  to  be  at  all  vSSt&eA  in  the  matter,  never  feeks  out  for 
io  extravagant  a  cqniblation  ;  but  at  once  eafes  her  malice  and  her 
grief,  by  laying  the  crime  and  damage  at  the  door  of  fome  ob- 
fioxious  coquet.    Warburtov. 

Hanmer  reads : 

lay  the  i^#/— ^ 
without  any  neceffity.    Johkson. 


W'  H^p^^  vils-anftwipeiit i .       ,  .    s  *t  . 
Thou  Ihni^^^ciaffi^'Qy  hkv^      •  .  f..   •«  . . :  f^ 

Into.  Why,  I  muftdiei^  ,  .        •    .      r 
And  if  I  do  not  by  thy  h?i^,  thou  art 
No  fervjBt  (rffhy  niaftc?*s;  Againft  felf-flaughter 
There  is  a  prohibition  fo  divine. 
That  cravens  my  w^pk^  liand*     Come,   here's  my 
heart ; — — 

*  Something's  afore't :— Soft,  foft;  we'll  no  defence  ; 
Obedient,  a  J  the  fcabbard.  •-r-^^What  is  here  ? 

*  The  fcriptures  of  the  loyal  Leonatua, 
All  turn'd  to  herefy  ?  A^ay,  avy:ay, 
Corrupters,  of  .my  faith  !  you  Ihallno  more 

Be  ftomachers  to  myheart !  Thusmay poor  fools 
Believe  falfe  teachers^' :  Though  thofe  that  are  be-' 

*  tray'd,  :     .  ... 
Do  feel  the  treafon  Iharply,  yet  the  traitor 
Stands  in  worfe  cafe  of  woe. 

And  thou,  Pofthumus,  that  diddeft  fet  up  , 

My  difbbedicnce  'gainft  the  king  my  father,  . 

And  mad'fl:  me  put  into  contempt  the  fuits .  j;  ;^ 

Of  princely  fellows,  Ihalt  hereafter  find 

It  is  no  adt  of  common  paflage,  but 

A  ftrain  of  rarenefs  :  and  I  grieve  myfelf. 

To  think,  when  thou  Ihalt  be  dif-edg'd  by  "hef  *• 

'  That  now  thou  tir'ft  on,  how  thy  memory^  '  ^ 

Will  then  be  pang'd  by  me.-^ — Pr'ythee,  difpatc|i  i 

The  lamb  entreats  the  butcher :  Where's  thy  knife  \ 

Thou  art  too  flow  to  da  thy  mailer's  bidding,        *' 

'  Something's  afore't }    The  old  copy  reads.; 

Something's  a^foot^^'   ■       Johnson^ 

*  The  fcriptures ]     So  Ben  Jonfon,  in  The  fad  Shepherd  i  « 

"  The  lovtr^s  fcriftureSf  Hehodore's,  or  Tatius*.** 
Shakefpeare,  however,  means  in  this  place,  an  oppofition  between- 
fcripture^  in  its  common  fignification,  and  herejy,     Steevens. 

'  That  mns)  thou  tir^ft  ofiy ]     A  hawk  is  faid  tO  tire  upon 

tbat  which  he  pecks  f  from  tirer^  French,    Johnson. 

Vol.  IX.  S  Whea 
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When  I  dcfire  it  too- 

Pif.  O  gracious  lady  ! 
Since  I  received  command  to  do  this  Wfinefs,  \ 
I  have  not  flept  one  Wink. 
Imo.  Do*t,  and  to  bed  then. 
Pif.  ^  ril  wake  mine  eye-balls  blind  fitft. 
*   *  Imo.  Wh'erefote  then 
Did'ft  undertake  it  ?    Why  haft  thou  abus'd 
I  So  maijy  miles,  with  a  pretence  ?  this  place  ? 
Mine  ^dlibti,  and  thine  own  ?•  our  horfes'  labour  ? 
The  time  inviting  thee  ?  the  perturbed  court, 
For  my  being^ablent ;  whereunto  I  never 
Purppfe  return  ?  Why  haft  thou  gdtie  fo  far, 
*  I'o  be  unbent,  when  thou  haft  ta'en  thy  ftand^ 
"The  eleifted  deer  before  thee  ? 

Pif.  But  to-  win  time 
To  lofe  fobad  employment :  in  the  which 
I  have  confider'd#of  a  courfe ;  Good  lady. 
Hear  me  with  patience. 

Imo.  ^Talk  thy  tongue  weary ;  fpeak  : 
I  have  heard,  I  am  a  ftrum'pet ;  and  mine  ear. 
Therein  falfe  ftruck,  can  take  no  greater  woutid. 
Nor  tent  to  bottom  that.    ^But  fpfeak* 

Pif*  .Then,  madam, 
I  thought  you  would  not  back  again.         .     . 
Imo.  Moft  like ; 
•'  Bringing  me  here  to  kill  me. 
PJf'  Not  fo,  neither  : 
But  if  I  were  as  wife  as  honeft,  then 
My  purpofe  would  prove  well.     It  cannot  be. 
But  that  my  mafter  is  abus'd : 

*  ni  wake  mine  eye-halls  firft. 

Jmo.  Uljerefore  then]  This  is  the  old  rcadijig.  The 
modern  editions  for  ^ake  read  hreak^  and  fupply  the  deficient  fyl- 
lable  by  Ah^  wherefore.     I  read : 

1*11  wake  niine  eye-balls  out  firfl,  or,  hlind  fnA,    Johnsok* 

5  To  $e  U7ibenty ]    To  have  thy  bow  unbent,  alluding  to  a 

hunter,    Johnson, 

Some 
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Some  villain^.ay^  and  lingular  In  his  art^ 
Hath  done  you  both  this  curfed  injury. 

Imo.  Some  Roman  courtezan* 

Pif.  Noj  on  my  life., 
ru  give  but  notice  you  are  dead,  and  fend  him 
Some  bloody  fign  of  it ;  for  'tis  commanded 
I  fliould  do  fo :  You.fhall  be  mifs'd  at  courts 
And  that  will  well  confirm  it. 

> 

Imo.  Why,  good  fellow, 
What.fliall  1^0  the  while  ?  Where  bide  J  How  live? 
Or  in  my  life  what  comfort,  when  I  am 
Dead  to  my  hufband  ? 

Pif.  If  you'll  b^ck  to  th^  court,     ■  ■ 

Imo.  No  court,  fiq  father ;  nor  no  more  ado 
With  that  harlh,  noble,  fimple,  nothing ; 
That  Clotcn,  whofe  love-fuit  hath  been  tp  mc 
As  fearful  as  a'iiege. 

Pif.  If  .not  at  court. 
Then  not  in  Britain  muft  you  bide. 

Imo.  Where  then  ? 
Hath  Britain  ^W  the  fun  that  ihines  ?  I3ay,  night. 
Are  they  not  but  in  Britain  ?  I'  the  world's  volum^ 
Our  Britain  ieems  as  of  It,  but  not  in  it ; 
In  a  great  pool,  a  fwan's  neft  :  Fr'ythec,  think 
There's  livers  out  of  Britain. 

Pif  I  am  moft  glad 
You  think  of  other  place.     The  embaffador, 
Lucius  the  Roman,  comes  to  Milford-Haven 
To-morrpw  :  *  Now,  if  you  could  wear  a  mind 

Dark 

•  — —  ^<j<y;,  tfjau  could Hj^ear  a  mind 

Dark  as  your  'fortune  is ; ]     What  bad  the  darlnefs  of  her 

mind  to  do  with  the  conccalracnr  of  pcrfon,  which  is  hereadvis'd  ? 
Oa  the  contrary,  her  mind  was  to  continue  unchanged,  in  order 
'  tofuppott  her  change  of  fortune.    Shakefpeare  wxote : 

.—-Now,  if  yod  could  weara^TfWii. 
Or,  according  to  the  French  cfrthography,  from  whence  I  pre- 
fume  aroie  the  corruption :  • 

,—  Now,  if  you  could  wear  a  mim.    Wa9,bu&ton» 

S.a  T# 


iSo 


C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E. 


I    ^ 


Dark  as  your  fortune  is ;  anc^  but  difguife 
That,  which,  to  appear  itfelf,  rhuft  not  yet  be. 
But  by  felf-danger ;  you  fliould  tread  a  courfc 
Pretty,  and  7  full  of  view  :  yea,  haply,  near 
The  teiidence  of  Pofthumus ;  fo  nigh,  at  leaft^ 
That  though  his  actions  were  not  vifible,  yet 
Report  fliould  render  hini  hourly  to  your  ear. 
As  truly  as  he  moves.  \ 

Imo.  O,  for  fuch  means  ! 
•  Though  peril  to  my  modefty,  not  death  on't, 
I  would  adventure. 

Pif.  Well,  then  here's  the'  point  :•   '  - 
YoU  muft  forget  to  be  a  woman  ;  change 
Command  into  obedience ;  fear,  and  nicenefs> 
(The  handmaids  of  all  women,  or,  more  truly. 
Woman  its  pretty  felf )  into  a  waggifh  courage ; 
Ready  in  gybes,  quick-anfwer'd,  faucy,  and 
As  quarrellous  as  the  weazel  r^  nay,  you  muft 
Forget  that  rareft  treafure  of  your  cheek, 
Expofing  it  (but,  O,  the  harder  heart } 
Alack,  no  remedy)  to  the  greedy  touch 

.  To  wear  a'  dark  mind^  is  to  carry  a  mind  impenetable  to  tlie 
fearch  of  others.  Darknefs^  applied  to  the  mind^  is  fecrecy^  ap- 
plied to  the  fortune^  is  ohjcurity.  The  next  lines  are  obfcure. 
Tou  muji^  fays  Pifanio,  dlfguife  that  greatnefs,  ^hich^  to  affear 
hereafter  in  its  prof  er  form ^  cannot  yet  appear  without  great  dan- 
ger to  if/elf*     JOHNSON. 

^ fullofvie^\)X''--^\x  With  opportunities  of  examining 

yowr  affairs  with  your  own  eyes.    Johnson.    : 
*  Though  peril  to  my  modejly^  J     I  read  ; 

•     Through  peril  '    ■ 

/  vjould  for  fuch  means  adventure  through  peril  ofjnodejiy  j  I  would 
rifque  every  thing  but  real  difhonour.    JeHNSoir. 
'9  '     '      ^nayy  you  mujl 

Forget  that  rareft  treafure  of  your  cheek ; 

JExpoJtng  it  {hut^  oh^  the  harder  heart  ! 

Alack^  no  remedy)  I  think  it  very  natural  to  reflet  in. this  dif- 
trcfs  on  the  cruelty  of  Pofthumus.  .  Dr.  Warburton  propofcs  lo 
read; 

the  harder  hapl       >  >    JoHVsoir. 

Of 
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Of  common-kifShg  Titan  ;  and  forget 
Yaur  labourfome  and  dainty  trims,  wherein 
You  made  great  Juno  angry. 

Ime.  Nay,  be  brief : 
I  fee  into' thy  end,  and  am  almoft    i 
A  man  Steady t, 

Pif.  Firft,  make  yqurfelf  b\it  like  one.- 
Forc-tbinking  this,  1  have  already  fit, 
(Tis  in  my  cloak-bag)  doublet,  hat,  hofe,  all 
That  anfwer  to  them  :  Would  you  in  their  ferving,  . 
And  with  what  imitation  you  can  borrow 
From  youth  of  fuch  a  feafon,  Yore  noble  Lucius 
Prefent  yourfejf,  defire  his  fervice,  tell  him 
Wherein  you  are  happy,  ('  which  you'll  make  him 

know. 
If  that  his  head  have  ear  in  mufic)  doubtlefs, 
With  jpy  he  will  embrace  you  ;  for  he*s  honourable. 
And,  doubling  that,'  moft  hgly.    Your  mcains  abroad 
You  have  me,  rich ;  and  I  will  never  fail 
Beginning,  nor  fupplyment. 

Jmo.  Thou  art  all  the  comfort 
The  gods  will  diet  me  with.     Pr*ythee,  away  : 
There's  more  to  be  confider'd ;  but  *  we'll  even 
Al^that  good  time  will  give  us  ;  ^  This  attempt 
I  ami  foldior.co,  and  will  abide  it  with 

»        tci^hich  you'll  niaic  htm  know^l    This  is  Hanm^lf's  readU 
bg, ,  TJie  cpmippn  books  tay,e  ij;:  . 

*  ^11- which  %v/7/ make  him  know.       '      \'\ 

Mr.  Theobald,  ia  one  of  his  loqg  notes,  cniJeavQurs  to  prove, 
that  it  ihould  be  : 

which  will  make  Kim  f^. 
He  is  followed  by  Dr,  Warburton.    Johnson. 

». — wr//even 

All  that  good  time  nvill  ^ive,  (is.;"  ]     We'll  make  our 

work  even  with  our  time ; .  we'll  do  wha^  time  will  ^l6w. 

'^'.m  n^v^r;^.  ..•.,.  :    :     .    •       Johnson. 

^ — ;■  ^  ^,    fbii  attempt    ^ 

lam  foUier  to,       ■]  "  i,  e.  I  have  inlified  and  bound  myfclf 
loiji    Warburton. 

S  3  A  prince's 
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'  A  prince's  courage;    Away,  I  pr'ythee. 

Pif.  Well,  madi^m,  we  muft  take  a  fliprtfarewel  j 
Left,  being  mifs'd,  I  be  fufpc&ed  of 
Your  carriage  from  th^  court.     My  noble  rniftrefs, 
Here  is  a.  box ;  I  had  it  from  the  queen  ; 
What's  in't  is  precious  :  if  you  are  fick  at  fea. 
Or  ftomach-qualm'd  at  land,  a  dram  of  this 

Will  drive  away  diftemper. To  fome  ihade. 

And  fit  you  to  your  manhood : — May  the  gods 
DireA  you  to  the  beft !  . 

Imo.  Amen  :  I  thank  thee.  [ExeunU 

S    C    E    N    E        V. 

The  palace  of  Cymbeline, 

Enter  Cymhellne^  ^een,  Chten,  Lucius,  and  lards, 

4 

Cym.  Thus  far ;  and  fo  farewel. 

Luc.  Thanks,  royal  fir. 
My  emperor  hath  wrote :  I  muft  from  hence ; 
And  am  right  forry,  that  I  muft  report  yc 
.  My  matter's  enemy. 

Cyfn.  Our  fubjefts,  fir. 
Will  not  endure  his  yoke  ;  and  for  ourfelf . 
To  fliew  Icfs  fovereignty  than  they,  muft  needs 
Appear  unkinglike. 

Luc.  $0,  fir,  I  defire  of  you 

A  conduft  over  land,  to  Milford-Haven. 

Madam,  all  joy  befal  your  grace,  and  you  ! 

Cym.  My  lord;?,  you  are  appointed  for  that  office ; 

The  due  of  honour  in  no  point  omit ; 

So,,  farewel,  noble  Lucius. 

Luc.  Your  hand,  my  lord. 

Clot.  Receive  it  friendly  :  but  from  this  time  forth 
I  wear  it  as  your  enemy. 
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Ij4c*  Sif,  the  event 
Is  yet  to  name  the  winner :  Fare  you  well, 

Cym.  Leave  not  the  worthy  Lucius,  good  my  lords, 

*Tifl  he  have  croft  the  Severn. K[ap,piners*! 

[E^//.  Lucius^  &?a 

^een.  H^.goes  hence  frowning.:  but  it  honours  liSj 
That  we  have  given  him  Caufe. 

Clot,  'Tis^il.tlie better; 
Your  valiant  Britons  have  their  wilhes  in.  it, 

Cym,  Lucius  hath  wrote  already  to  the  emperor 
How.it  ^oe&  here.     It  fits  us 'therefore,  ripelyV 
<)ur  chariots  and  our  horfemen  be  in  reaqinefs  : 
The  powers  that  he  already  hath  in  Gallia'  ' 
Will  loon  be  drawn  to  head,  from  whence  he  moves 
Jlja^ar  for  Britain. 

^een.  'Tis  not  fleepy  bufinefs ; 
But  rnyft  be  looked  to  fpeedily,  and  ftrongly. 

Cym^  Qur  expedation  that  it  Ihould  be  thus. 
Hath  made  us  forward. "   But,  my  gentle  queen. 
Where  is  our  daughter  ?     She  hath  npt  appeared 
Before  the  Roman,  nor  to  us  hath  tendered 
Tne  duty  of  the  diy  :  She  looks  us  like 
A  thing  more  made  of  malice  than  of  duty ; 
We  have  noted  it. — Call  her  before  us;  for 
We  have  been  too  light  in  fufferance.  [Exit  afervanu 

§iueen^  Royal  fir. 
Since  the  exile  of  Pofthumus,  moft  retired 
Hath  her  life  been  ;  the  cure  whereof,  my  lord, 
Tis  time  muft  do;    'Befeech  your  majefty. 
Forbear  Iharp  fpeeches  to  her  :  She's  a  lady  / 

So  tender  of  rebukes,  that  words  are  ftrokes. 
And  ftrokj^s  death  to  her. 

Re-enter  the  Servant. 

C^m*  Where  is  flie,  fir  ?     How 
Can  her  contempt  be  aiifwer'd  ?  , 
Serv^  Pleafe  you,  fir,  •  ^ 

84  Her 


»64  C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E. 

Her  chambers  are  alUock*d ;  and  there's  no.anfwcr 
That  will  be  given  to  the  loud  of  noife  we  tnike.  . 

^een^  My  lord,  when  laft  I  went  to  vifit  her^j. 
She  pray'd  me  to  excufe  her  keeping  clofej     - 
Whereto  conftrain'd  by  her  infirmity. 
She  fhould  that  duty  leave  unpaid  to  you. 
Which  daily  Ihe  was  bound  to  proflfer  r  this 
She  wifli'd  me  to  make  known  ;  but  our  great  coiMt . 
Made  me  to  blame  in  memory. 

Cym.  Her  doors  locked  ? 
Not  feen  of  late  ?  Grant,  heavens,  that,  which  I  fear, 
Prove  falfe !  [^Exit. 

^een.  Son,  I  fay,  follow  the  king. 
.    Clot,  That  man  of  hers,  Pifanio  her  old  fervant, 
I  have  not  feen  thefe  two  days.  [Exit% 

^een.  Go,  look  after. — 
Pifanio,  thou  that  fland^ft  fo  for  Pofthumus  !— 
He  hath  a  drug  of  mine  :  I  pray,  his  abfence 
Proceed  by  fwallowing  that;  -for  he  believes 
It  is  a  thing  moft  precious.     But  for  her,     .       ,  . 
Where  is  Ihe  gone  ?    Haply,  defpair  hath  feiz'd  her  j 
Or,  wing'd  with  fervour  of  her  love,  lhe*s  flown 
To  her  defir'd  Pofthumus :  Gone  Ihe  is 
To  death,  or  to  diflionour ;  and  my  end 
Can  make  good  ufe  of  either ;  She  being  down*.  _. 
I  have  the  placing  of  the  Britilh  crown. 

Re-enter  Chten^ 

How  now,  my  fon  ? 

Clot.  'Tis  certain,  flie  is  fled  : 
Go  in,  and  cheer  the  king ;  he  rages,  none 
Dare  come  about  him. 

^een.  All  the  better :  May 
This  night  fore-fl:all  him  of  the  coming  day  ! 

lExit^ecn. 

Got*    I  love,  and  hate  her :    for  Ale's  fair  and 
royal; 

And 
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*And  that  ihe  hath  all  courtly  parts  more  exquifite 
Than  lady,  ladks,  woman ;  from  every  one 
,  The  beft  ihe  hath,  and  flie,  of  all  compounded, 
Outfells  them  all :  I  love  her  therefore ;  But, 
Difdaining  me,  and  throwing  favours  on 
The  low  Pofthumus,  flanders  fo  her  judgment. 
That  what's  elfe  rare,  is  choakM ;  and,  in  that  point, 
I  will  conclude  to  hate  her,  nay,  indeed. 
To  be  revenged  upon  her.     For,  when  fools 

Enter  Pifamo* 

Shall— Who  is  here  ?     What !  are  you  packing, 

firrah  ? 
Come  hither :  Ah,  you  precious  pandar  !  Villain, 
Where  is  thy  lady  ?    In  a  word  ;  or  elfe 
Thou  art  ftraightway  with  the  fiends. 

Pif.  O,  good  my  lord ! 

Cht.  Where  is  thy  lady  ?  or,  by  Jupiter, 
I  will  not  afk  again.     Clofe  villain, 
ril  have  this  fecret  from  thy  heart,  or  rip 

♦  j^nd  thatjhe  hath  all  courtly  farts  more  exquifite 
Than  lady  ladies  woman ;  from  each  one 
The  hefi  Jhe  hath^  — — : — 1     The  fecond  line  is  intolerable 
npnfenfe.     It  lliould  be  read  and  pointed  thus  : 

Than  lady  ladies ;  ivinning  from  each  one. 
The  fenfe  of  the  whole  is  this,  1  love  her  becaufe  Ihe  has,  in  a 
more  exquifite  degree,  all  thofe  courtly  parts  that  ennoble  [lady] 
women  of  quality  [ladies']  tvinnirtg  from  each  of  them  the  bell  of 
their  good  qualities^  &c*  Lady  is  a  plural  verb,  and  ladies  a 
noun  governed  of  ic ;  a  <|uaint  cxpreffion  in  Shakefpeare's  way, 
and  fuiting  the  folly  of  the  charadter.    War  bur  ton. 

I  cannot  perceive  the  fecond  line  to  be  intolerable,  or  to  be 
nonfenfe.  The  fpeaker  only  rifes  in  his  ideas.  She  has  all  courtly 
fartsy  fays  he,  more  exquifite  than  any  lady^  than  all  ladies^  than 
^W nvomankind^     Is  this  nonfenfe ?     Johnson. 

There  is  a  fimilar  paflage  in  j^lPs  well  that  ends  welly  a6l  II, 
fe.  iii,  *<  To  any  count ;  to  all  counts ;  to  what  is  man.'* 

TOLLET, 

Thy 


a66  C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E. 

Thy  heart  to  find  it.     h  ihe  with  Pofthumus  ? 

From  whofe  fo  many  weights  of  bafencfs  cannot  ' 

A  dram  of  worth  be  drawn, 

Pif.  Alas,  my  lord. 
How  can  fhe  be  with  him  ?   When  was  Ihc  mifsM  ?- 
He  is  in  Rome. 

Clot  Where  is  (he,  fir  ?     Come  nearer; 
Ko  farther  halting  :  fatisfy  me  home. 
What  is  become  of  her  ? 

Pif.  O,  my  all-worthy  lord  ! 
Clot.  All-worthy  villain ! 
Difcover  where  thy  miftrefs  is,  at  once. 

At  the  next  word, No  more  of  worthy  lord,— p 

Speak,  or  thy  filence  on  the  inftant,  is 
Thy  condemnation  and  thy  death, 

Pif.  Then,  fir,.  ^ 
This  paper  is  the  hiftory  of  my  knowledge 
Touching  her  flight. 

Clot.  Let*s  fee*t  :-^I  will  purfue  her 
Even  to  Auguflias'  throne. 

Pif.  ^  Or  this,  or  periih.  -j 

She!s  far  enough  ;  and  what  he  learns  by  this,  >[-4^^' 
May  prove-  hi«  travel,  not  her  danger.  J 

Clot.  Humh! 

pif.   rU  write    to    my  lord,    fee's   dead.     0, 
Imogen,  [-^^t 

f  Or  thisy  prpirifif.l    Tkefe  words,  I  thinky  belong  to  Cloten, 
who,  requiring  the  paper,  fays : 

Let^s  feit :  I  *will purfue  her 
Even  to  Auguftus^  throne.     Or  this^  or  teri/bm 
Then  Pifanio  giving  the  paper,  fays  to  himfeli : 
She's  far  enoughy  he.     Johnson. 
I  own  I  am  of  a  different  opinion.    Or  this^  orperijh^  properly 
belongs  to  Piianio,  who  iays  to  himfelf,  as  he  gives  the  paper  mto 
the  hands  of  Cloten,  /  miift  either  give  it  him  freefyj  or  peri/bin 
" .  nty  attempt  to  keep  it :  or  elfe  the  words  may  be  coniidered  as  a  re- 
ply to  Cloten's  boafl  of  following  her  to  the  throne  of  Auguihis, 
and  arc  added  llily ;  Tou  will  either  do  what  you  fay  ^  or  ftr\jh^ 
*which  ii  the  more  probable  of  the  tvjo.     Steevens. 
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jSafe  may*ft  thou  wander,  fafc  return  agam  ? 

doL  Sirrah,  is  this  letter  true'? 

Pif.  Sir,  as  I  think; 

Clot:  It  is  Pofthumus  hand  ;  I  know't.-*-SkTah,  if 
Aou  wouldft  not  be  a  villain,  but  da  me  true  fefvice  ; 
undergo  thofe  employments,  whferein  I  ihould  have 
caufe  to  ufe  thee,  with  a  ferious  induftry, — that  is, 
what  villainy  foe'er  I  bid  thee  do,  to  perform  it>  di- 
reftly  and  truly, — I  would  think  thee  an  honeft  man  i- 
thou  Ihould'ft  neither  want  my  means  for  thy  relief, 
nor  my  voice  for  thy  prefertnent* 

Pif.  Well,  my  good  lord.  v 

Clot.  Wilt  thou  ferve  me  ?  Fbr  fince  patiently  and 
conftantly  thou  haft  lluck  to  the  bare  fortune  of  that 
beggar  Pofthumus,  thou  can'ft  not  in  the  courfe  of 
gratitude  but  be  a  diligent  follower  of  mine*  Wilt 
thou  ferve  me  ? 

Pif.  Sir,  I  will. 

Clot.  Give  me  thy  hand,  here's  my  purfe.  Haft 
any  of  thy  late  mafter's  garments  in  thy  poffefEon  ? 

Pif.  I  have,  my  lord,  at  my  lodging,  the  fame 
fuit  he  wor6  wheri  he  took  leave  of  my  lady  and 
miftrefs. 

Cht.  The  firft  fervice  thou  doft  me,  fetch  that  fuijt 
hither  :  let  it  be  thy  firft  fervice ;  go. 

Pif  I  ihall,  my  lord.  [£r/V. 

Cht.  Meet  thee  at  Milford-Haven  :——• I  forgot  to 

alk  him  one  thing ;  Til  remember't  anon  : ^^^^\ 

there,  thou  villain  Pofthumus,  will  I  kill  thee.— 1 
would,  thefe  garments  were  come.  She  faid  upon  a. 
time,  (the  bitternefs  of  it  I  now  belch  from  my  heart) 
thatflie  held  the  very  garment  of  Pofthumus  in  more 
refpeft  than  my  noble  and  natural  perfon,  together 
with  the  adornment  of  my  qualities.  With  that  fuit . 
upon  my  back,  v/ill  I  ravilh  her :  Firft  kill  him,  and 
in  her  eyes ;  there  ihall  ihe  fee  my  valour,  which 
will  then  be  a  torment  to  her  contempt*  He  on  the 
ground,  my  fpeech  of  infultment  ended  on  his  dead 

body,-^ 
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body,— ai)cj  when  ipy  luft  hath  dined,  (which,as  I  fay, 
to  vex  her,  I  will  execute  in  the  clothes  that  ihe  fo 
praised)  to  the  court  Pll  knock  her  back,  foot  her 
home  again.  She  hath  defpis'd  me  rejoicingly,  and 
I'U  be  merry  in  my  revenge. 

Re-enter  Pifanio,  with  the  chaths. 
<  • 

Be  thofc  the  garments  ? 

Pifh  Ay,  my  noble  lord. 

Clot.  How  long  is*t  fince  Ihe  went  to  Milford.- 
Haven  ? 

Pif.  She  can  fcarce  be  there  yet.      -  ^  . 

Clot.  Bring  this  apparel  to  my  chartlbcr;  that  is 
the  fecond  thing  that  I  have  commanded  thee  :  the 
third  is,  that  thou  wilt  be  a  voluntary  mute  to  my 
defign.  Be  but  duteous,  arid  true  preferment  fliall 
tender  itfelf  to  thee, — My  revenge  is  now  at  Milford ; 
Would  I  had  wings  to  follow. it ! — Come,  arid  be  trjie. 

■     '*     iExit. 

Pif.  Thou  bidd'ft  me  to  my  lofs  2  for,  true  to  thee, 
Were  to  prove  falfe,  which  I  will  never  be. 
To  him  that  is  moll  true. — To  Milford  go. 
And  find  not  her  whom  thou  purfu'fL     Flow,  flow. 
You  heavenly  bleffings,  on  her  !     Thi?  fool's  fpeed; 
%  ;Crpft;  with  flownefs  ^  labour  be  his  mee'4  S  ii£&/<t 


S  C  E  N  E     VI. 
Ithe  forefi  and  tavi. 


-■>:"v     ill'. 

r^  - 


'  *•         .  .  Enter  Imozerti  in  btr/s  clothes."    '  -'*  .^"^^-^  . 

JjfW.;  Ifeej,  a  man's  life  is  a  tedious  6h^-i":"i;\ 
I  have  tir'd  myfelf ;  and  for  two  nights  tQ^therr/^-^ 
Have  made  the  ground  my  bed.     I  fhould  be  fick, 
But  that  my  refolution  helps  me.— Milford, 

When 
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When  from  the  mountain  top  Pifanio  ftiew'd  thee^ 

Thou  waft  within  a  ken  :  O  Jove  !  I  think. 

Foundations  fly  the  wretched :  fuch,  I  mean, 

Wherfe  they  fliould  be  relievM.  Two  beggars  told  mf, 

I  could  not  mifs  my  way  :  Will  poor  folk  lye. 

That  have  affliftions  on  th'eitl ;  knowing 'tis 

A  punifhment,  or  trial  ?  Yes :  no  wonder. 

When  rich  ones  fcarce  tell  true  :  To  lapfe  in  fuHnefs; 

*  Is  forer,  than  to  lye  for  need ;  and  faliliood 

Is  worfe  in  kings,  than  beggars. — My  dear  lord  f 

Thoii  art  one  o' the  falfe  ones  :  Now  I  think  on  thee^^ 

Hy  hunger*s  gone  ;  but  even  before,  I  was 

At  point  to  fink  for  food.— But  what  is  this  ? 

Here  is  a  path  to  it':  'Tis  fome  favage  hold  : 

I  were  beft  not  call ;  I  dare  not  call :  yet  famine,'  / 

Ere  clean  it  overthrow  nature,  makes  it  valiant. 

Plenty,  and  peace,  breeds  cowards ;  hardnefs  ever 

Of  hardinefs  is  mother.— Ho !  who's  here  ? 

^  If  any  thing  that's  civil,  fpeak ;  if  favage, 

'     -  -  Take, 

*  Is/orery'-'^-^'\     Is  a  greater^  or  heavier  cnmc,     Johnsok.  . 

*Ifa7ty  thing  that's  civil,  — — —  ]     Ci'Vily  for  human  creature, 

Warburton. 

If  any  thing  that^s  civil ^Jpeaki  iffav^^^ 
yk^/,  or  lend.  — ]     She  is  in  doub^  whether  thi§  .ca.v^jbe 
tbe  habitation  of  a  man  or  beail*^    If  k  be  the  formett,  ^.Uds 
a\v^  fpeak  ;  if  the  latt^ij,  that  is,  the  den  of  ^  favage  beai}»  w^at 
then  ?     Take  or  lend-^W^  fhould  read : 

Take  V  'i  ^nd.-^ ^  ,  .r 7 

i.  e.  Take  my  life  ere  famine  end  it. .  Or  w^  commonly  4afed  ibr 
trt:  this  agrees  to  aU  that  went  before.  But  >  the  Oxford  editor 
cuts  the  knot : 

Take,  or  yield  food, 
%»  he ;  as  if  it  was  poffible  fo  plain  a  fentence  fliouU  evejr  h^vc 
been  blundered  into  7tf/ftf  ^r /^»^,    War  bur  ton. 

I  fujppofe  the  emendation  propofed  will  not  eafily  be^  received ; 
it  is  drained  and  obfcure,  and  the  objeftion  againft  Hanmcr's 
reading  is  likewife  %'ery  Arong.  I  queftion  whether;  after  the 
words,  if  favage^  a  Jine  be  not  loft.  I  can  offer  nothing  better 
than  to  read : 

Ho! 
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Take,  or  lend. — Ho !-— No  anfwcr  ?  then  TU  enter* 
Beft  draw  my  fword ;  and  if  mine  enemy 
But  fear  the  fword  Jike^me,  He'll  fearcely  look  ©n't., 
,  Such  a.foe^  good  heavens !         [^^egoes  into  the  %a^. 

Enter  Belarius;  Guiderm,-Md  Arviragus. 

BiU  You,  Polydore,  haye  proved  beft.  woodijiap, 
and 
Are  matter  of  the  feaft  i  Cadwal^  and  I, 
Will  play  the  cook,  and  fervant;  /ti^our  match : 
The  fweat  of  induftry  would,  dry^  apd  die. 
But  for  the  end  it  works  to.     Come ;  our  ftom^dx^ 
Will  make  what's  homely,  favoury:  Weariuefs  • 
Can;(jvore  upon  thcflint,  when  xefty  flofh 
Finds  the  down  pillow  hard.— Now,  peace  be  here. 
Poor  houfe,  that  keep'ft  thyfelf! 

Quid.  I  am  throughly  weary. 

Arv.  I  am  weak  with  toily  yet*  ftrqng  in  appetite. 

Quid.  There  is  cold  meat  i*  the  cave ;  we'll  bronze 
on  that. 


*Ho  !  twho^s  here  ? 


If  any  thing  that*s  civil,  take  cr  knJ^ 
If  favagc^  Jpeakm 
Jf  you  arc  clvilifed  ^xA  peaceiAle^  take  a  price  for  what  I  want,,  of 
hnd  it  for  a  future  recompence  ;  if  you  are  rough  inhof^kMe  m* 
habitants  of  the-mountain,  j^^/ii^y  that  1  fliay  know  my  ilate;^ 

Johnson. 
.  Dr.  Johnfon's  interpretation  of  thcfe  words  is  confirmed  by  wjiat 
Ipiogen  fays  afterwards—  '  .'     " 

*  *  I  callM ,  ^  a«d  thought  tt>  have  heg£d  at  bought.^*-  ^Malone. 
Jf  any  thing  that* s  civily  fpeak  I  i/favage^ 

Takey  or  lend. — Ho  I ]    It  is  by  no  means  neceflary.  to  fup- 

pofc  that  forage  hold  ^gniiies  the  habitation  of  a  heaft.  •  It  may 
as  well  be  ufed-  for  the  cave  of  VLfan/agCy  or  'Ouild  man^  who^  in  the 
romances  of  the  time,  -were  reprefented  as  refidic^in  the  woods, 
like  the  famous  Orfon^  Bremo  in  the  play  of  l\Tucedorus^ .  or  the 
iavage  in  the  feventh  c^nto  of  the  fourth  book  of  Spenfer's  Faery 
.^eettf  and  the  6th  B.  C.  4.    Steevexs. 

Whilft 
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Whiffl  what  we  have  kilVd  be  cook'd. 

Bel.  Stay ;  come  not  in  : —  [Lookifl^HH. 

Bot  that  it  eats  our  visuals,  I  fliouH  think 
Here  were  a  fairy. 

GuiL  What's  the  matter,  fir  ? 

5?/.  By  Jupiter,  an  angel  !6r>  if  not. 
An  earthly  paragon  ! — Behold  ^divincnefs 
No  eldci:  than  a  boy  ! 

Etf/^r  Imogen. 

\ 

Ima.  Good  mafkrs,  harm  me  not : 
Before  I  entered  here,  I  caird ;  and  thought 
To  have  begg*d,  or  bought,  what  I  have  took :  Good 

troth, 
I  baVc  ftolen  nought ;  nor  would  not,  though  I  had 

found 
Gold  ftrew*d  o*  the  floor.  Here's  money  for  my  meaiti 
I  would  have  left  it  on  the  board,  fo  foon 
As  I  had  inade  my  meal ;  and^partcd 
With  prayers  for  the  provider. 

Guid.  Money,  youth  ? 

jirv*  All  gold  and  filver  rather  turn  to  dirt ! 
As  'tis  no  better  reckoned,  but.of  thofc 
Who  worihip  dirty  gods.  ,       . 

Imo.  I  fee,  you  are  angry : 
Know,  if  you  kill  me  for  my  fault,  I  fhould 
Have  dy'd,  had  I  not  made  ^  it. 

Bel.  Whither  bound  ? 

Imo.  To  Milford-Haven. 

Bel.  What's*  your -name? 

Imo.  Fidele,  fir:  I  have.a  kinfman,  who 
Is  bound  for  Italy ;  he  embark'd  at  Milford  ; 
To  whom  being  going,  almoll  fpent  with  hunger, 
I  am  fallen  in  this  offence. 

Bel.  Pr'ythee,  fair  youth. 
Think  us  no  churls ;  nor  meafure  our  good  minds 

By 


I 
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By  this  rude  place  wc  live  in.    Well  encountcr'd  I 
^  Tis  almoft  night :  you  fhall  have  better  cheer 
Ere  you  depart ;  and  thanks,  to  ftay  and  cat  it.— 
Boys,  bid  him  welcome, 

Guid.  Were  you  a  woman,  youth, 
I  fhould  woo  hard,  but  be  your  groom.— In  honelly 
^  I  bid  for  you,  as  Td  buy. 

Arv.  I'll  make*t  my  comfort. 
He  is  a  man  ;  FU  love  him  as  my  brother  :-— 
And  fuch  a  welcome  as  Fd  give  to  him. 
After  long  abfence,  fuch  is  yours  : — Moft  welcome ! 
Be  fprightly,  for  you  fall  'mongft  friends. 

Into.  "Mong'ft  friends  ! 
'  If  brothers  ?—*  Would  ithadbeen  fo,  that  they' 
Had  been  my  father's  fons !  *  then  had  my 

prize  \[^i^i 

Been  lefs  ;  and  fo  more  equal  ballafting 
To  thee,  Pofthumus. 

BeL  He  wrings  at  fome  diftrefs. 

Guid.  'Would,  I  could  free't ! 

Arv.  Or  I ;  whatever  it  be. 
What  pain  it  coft,  what  danger !     Gods ! 

BeU  Hark,  boys.  [Whifpertn^* 

5  Vdihidforyou^  a^Pdhuy.']  This  is  Hanmcr's  reading.   Tho 
other  copies, 

I  bid  for  you,  as  I. do  buy.    Johnson. 
I  think  this  paflage  might  be  better  read  thus  :«^ 

I  Jhould^oo  hard^  but  he  your  groom.'^jH  bonefty 
I  hid  for you^  as  Pd  buy. 
That  is,  I  fiiould  woo  hard,  but  /  would  be  your  hridt^groomn 
[And  when  I  fay  that  I  would  'woo  hard^  be  aiiUHed  that]  in  bo- 
nefty I  bid  for  you,  otiyat  the  rate  at  'which  I  wouldpufchafe  yout 

Tyrwhitt. 
I  have  adopted  this  pun£tuation,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  true 
one.    St££vens*  * 

^  ■  I      then  had  my  prize  ' 

Been  lefs\  and  fo  more  equal  ballafting]    Ha  nmer  reads  plaU- 

iibly,  but  without  necefSty,  ^r/c^  for /n'zf,  ^nd  balancing  for  hi- 

lafting.    He  is  followed  by  Dr.  Warburton.    The  ineamngis,— 

Had  I  been  lefs  a  prize,  I  ihould  not  have  been  too  heavy  for  Foi^- 

humUS.      JoHN^ONt 

Jmo. 


G  Y  M  Ei  fi  L  1  N  E.  «7j 

hi^^  Great  men, 
TJiit  h^  a  court  no  bigger  than  this  cave> 
That  did  attend  tbemfelvesi  and  had  tjie  virtue 
Which  their  own  confcience  fealM  them,  (laying  by 
'  That  nothing  gift  of  diifFcring  multitudes) 
Coulcl  liot^out-peer  thefe  twain.     Pardon  me,  gods  I 
Td  change  my  lex  to  be  companion  with  them, 
Siftc^.  IJeOnatus  falfe—- ^ — 

Bel.  it  Ihall  be  fo  : 
Boys,  we'll  go  drefs  our  hunt. — Fair  youth^  come  iti : 
Difcourfe  is  heavy,  failing-;  when  we  have  fupp*d. 
We'll  mannerly  demand  thee  of  thy  ftor/^    •     - 
So  far  as  thou  wilt  fpeak  it;  .;'.*' 

Guid.  Pray,  draw  near. 

Av.  l" he  night  to  the  owl,  ahd  morn  to  jtlie  larkj 
lefs  welcome* 

Im.  Thanks,  fif.  'V' 

jlrv.  I  pray,  draw  near,  [^^xeunU 

SCENE    VIl. 
RO  M  Ei 

Enter  two  Roman  SenatorSy  and  TribuneU 

1  Sen.  This  is  the  tenor  of  the  emperor's  writ  j 
*  That  fince  the  common  men  ate  now  in  aftion 

*  That  noihtng  gift  of  dififmg  ihuliitudes)']     Th^  poe'f  imift 
mean,  that  courts  that  obfcquSous  adoration^  which  the  lifting' 
migar  pay  to.  the  great,  is  ^  tribute  of  no  price  or  value.     I  am 
perfuaded  therefore  our  poet  coined  this  participle  from  the  French 
verb,  and  wrote : 

That  nothing  gift  of  defering  multitudes « 
i.e»  obiequious,  paying  deference*-— -Deferer,  Cfder par  reffe^'' 
A  quilcun^  elfeir^  conJejcendre^  &C4—— Deferent,  cMl^reffeBueux^ 
&c.  Richelet,    Theobald, 

He  is  followed  by  fir  T.  Hanmer  and  Dn  Warlfufton  ;  but  I 
&  not  fee  why  differing  may  not  be  a  general  epithet,  and  the  cx^- 
prcffion  equivalent  to  the  «f<3f;*y-/6^<i//^z/ rabble*    Johnson* 

*  Thatfincc  the  common  men  are  now  in  aStion  t 
*Gainft  the  Pannonians  and  Dalmatians^                             ^  » 
Jnd  that^  &c*]    Thefe  fafts  are  hiftorical.    Stebtens / 

Vol.  IX  T  ^Galuft 
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'Gainft  the  PannonianS  and  Dalmatians ; 
And  that  the  legions  now  in  Gallia  are 
Full  weak  to  undertake  our  wars  againft 
The  fallen-ofF  Britons  ;  that  we  do  incite 
The  gentry  to  this  bufinefs  :  He  creates 
Lucius  pro-conful :  '  and  to  you  the  tribunes. 
For  this  immediate  levy,  he  commands 
His  abfolute  commiflion.     Long  live  Cacfar  t 

Tri.  Is  Lucius  general  of  the  forces  ? 
'■  2  Sen.  Ay. 

Sri.  Remaining  now  in  Gallia  ? 

I  Sin.  With  thofe  legions 
Which  I  have  fpoke  of,  whereunto  your  levy 
Muft  be  fupplyant :  The  words  of  your  commiiEoR 
"V^ill  tie'  you  to  the  numbers,  and  the  time 
Of  their  difpatch. 

31^7.  We  will  difcharge  our  duty*  ^ExemU 


A  C  T     IV.      S  C  E  N  E     I. 

s 

Theforefiy  near  the  cave. 

Enter  Cloten. 

'I  am  near  to  the  place  where  they  ihoutd  meet,  if 
Pifanio  haVe  mappM  it  traly.     How  fit  his  gar- 

r 

;  9 , and  to  you^  the  tribunes^ 

For  this  immediate  le*vy^  he  commands 

His  alfolute  commij/wn,^^^-^ — ]  Commands  his  cdmmijjiQn  i» 
fiicha  phrafe  as  Shakefpeare  would  hardly  haVe  ufed.'  1  ha*fe 
Tcntared  to  fubiiitute : 

"  he  commends 


His  ab(blute  commiifion.- 


i.'e.  He  recommends  the  care  of  making  this  levy  to  you ;  and 
gives  you  an  abfolute  commiffion  for  fo  doing.    War^urton* 

The  plain  meaning  is,  he  commands  the  commiflion  to  be  given 
to  you*    So  we  fay,  \  ordered  Aq  materials  to  the  workmen. 

JOHNSOW* 

•DleiltS 


C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  £•      .      ^75 

mehts  fcrve  me  !  Why  fliould  his  miftrefs,  who  was 
made  by  him  that' made  the  paylpr,:  not  be  fit  too? 
the  rather  (faving  reverence  of  the  word)  for, 
*tis  faid,  a  woman's  fitoefs  comes  by  fits.  Therein  I 
muft  play  the  workman.  I  dare  fpeak  it  to  myfelf,  , 
(for  it  is  not  yain^glory^  -for  a  man  and  his  glais  to 
confer;  in  his  own  chamber,  I  mean)  the  lines  of 
my  body  are  as  well  drawn  as  his  ;  no  lefs  young, 
more  ftrong,  not  beneath  him  in  fortunes,  beyond 
•him  in  the  advantage  of  the  time,  above  him  ia 
birth,  alike  converfant  in^eneral  fervices,  and  more 
remarkable  in  fiiigle  oppofitiohs ;  yet  this  ^  iniperfe- 
verant  thing  loves  him  in  my  defpight.  What  mor- 
tality is  !■  Pofthumus,  thy  head,  which  is  now  grow- 
ing upon  tfhy  ihoulders,  fliall  within  this  hour  be  off; 
thy  miftrefs  enforced ;  thy  garments  cut  to  pieces  ^  be- 
fore thy  face  :  and  all  this  done,  fpurn  her  home  to 
ier  father ;  who  may,  haply^  be  a  little  angry  for 
my  fo  rough  ufage  :  but  my  mother,  having  power 
of  his  teftinefs,  Ihall  turn  all  into  my  commenda- 
tions* My  horfe  is  ty*d  up  fafe :  Out,  fword,  ancl 
to  a  fore  purpofe  !  Fortune,  put  them  into  my  hand! 
•This  is  the  very  defcription  of  their  meeting-place  ; 
and  the  fellow  dares  not  deceive  me.  [^Exk. 

♦— /z«5^/T^^««#— "]  Thus  the  former  edidons*  Hanmer 
xtzik'^iU^fer fever  ant  n    Johnson. 

Imperfe'veran)  may  mean  no  more  than  perfeverant^  lilce  ini'* 
Wom'd,  /wpaffion'd,  /wmaik'd,    Steevens, 

'  —  before  thy  face :  ■  ]  Pofthumus  was  to  have  his  head 
ftmck  off,  and  then  his  garments  cut  to  pieces  before  hh  igce  ; 
we  fbould  ready— ^r  face,  i.  e.  Imooea's,  done  to  defpite  her, 
who  had  faid^  ifhe  edeemed  Pofthumus  s  garment  above  the  perfcp 
of Clotctt..  Waxburton. 


T  i  SCENE 
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■  ♦ 

SCENE      II. 

m  - 

7%e  Cave. 
EnUr  BelariuSy  Guiderius^  ArviraguSj  and  Imogen. 

Bel.  You  are  not  well :  remain  here  in  the  cave  j 
We'll  come  to  you  after  hunting. 

Arv.  Brother,  ftay  here :  [To  Imogen. 

Are  we  not  brothers  ? 

Imo.  So  man  and  man  fliould  be ;      ' 
But. clay  and  clay  differs  in  dignity,  -        • ;      ^ 

Whofc  dull  is  both  alike.     I  am  very  fickr 

Guid.  Go  you  toliunting,  Til  abide  with  him. 

Imo.  So  fick  I  am  not;^  yet  I  am  n^  well: 
But  not  fo  citizen  a  wanton,  as         •  .. 
To  feem  to  die,  ere  fick  :  So  pleafe  you>  leave  me; 
.  ^  Stick  to  your  journal  courfe  :*  the  breach. pf  cuftom 
Is  breach  of  all.     I  am  ill ;  but  your  being  by  mc 
Cannot  amend  me  :  Society  is  no  comfort  , 
To  one  not  fociable  :  I  am  not  very,  fick, 
.Since  I  cap  reafon  of  it.     Pray  you,  truft  me  here: 
'ril  rob  none  but  myfelf ;  and  let  me  4ic,         f 
Stealing  fo  poorly. 

Guid.  I  love  thee ;.  I  have  fpoke  it :  ^  ' 

'  How  much  the  quantity,  the  weight  as  much, 
'As  I  do  love  my  fatlier. 
■.     Bel.  What?  how?  how? 
;     Arv.  If  it  be  fin  to  fay  fo,  fir,  I  yoke  me 
In  my  good  brother's  fault  :  I  know  not  why, 
1  love  this  youth  ;  and  I  have  heard  you  fay, 

•  Stick  to  your  journal  courfe :  the  breach  of  cufiom 
Is  breach  of  alL — ]     Keep  vour  dally  courfe  uninterrupted; 
If  the  ibted  plan  of  life  is  once  broken,  nothing  follows  hue  coo« 
fufion.     Johnson, 

^  Hoiv  much  the  (ptantityy         ]     I  read  : 
'  '  vf»  much  the  quantity,  'JoHKSOtit 
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Love's  reafon's  without  reafon  :^the  bier  at  door, 
And  a  demand  who^  is't  Ihall  die,  I'd  fay, 
A^'  father  J  not  this  youths 
fi^/.  O  noble  ft  tain  !  .  '  . 

0  worthinefs  of  nature !  breed  of  grcatnefs  ! 
Cowards  father  cowards,  and  bafe  things  fire  bafe:» 
Nature  hath  meal,  and  bran*;  contempt,  and  grate% 

1  am  not  their  father ';  yet  who  this  fliould  be, 
Doth  miracle  it felf,  lov*d  before  me;  '  , 
'lis  the  ninth  hour  o'  the  morn, 

Arv.  Brother,  farewel.  - 

Imo.  I  wilh  ye  fpOrt.  ..  :.. 

Arv.  You  health.— p-So  pleafe  you,  fir  '.        ' 

lmo.\Ajide.'\  Thefe  are  kind  creatures.      Gods, 
what  lies  I  have  heard  !\ 
Our  courtiers  fay,  airs  favage,  but  at  court : : 
Experience,  O, .  thou  difprov'ft  report ! 
The  imperious  feas  breed  monfters ;  for  the  difh^ 
Poor  tributary  rivers  as  fweet  fiih, 
I  atn  fick  ftill ;  heart-fick  :*^— -^Pifanio, 
ni  now  tafte  of  thy  drug. 

Guid.  '  I  could  not  ftir  him  :     -     ' 
Hefaid,  he  wis  ^  gentle,  but  unfortunate  j       *    '• 
Dilhoneftly  afflided,  but  yet  hoheft,  ^       . 

Ai-v.  Thus  did  he  anfwer  me  :  yet  faid,  hereafter 
I  might  know  more.  • 

M  To  the. field,  to  the  fieW ;—  J      71 

We'll  leave  you  for  this  time  ;  go  in,  and  reft» 
;  Aw.  We'll  not  be  long  away.  .        ..  • 

Bel,  Pray,  be  not  fick^  .    ^ 

For  you  muft  be  6\ir  Jioufewifcr         *'  ~    „ 

«  m^^^So  pleafe  youy  JtrJ\  I  cannot  fcHft'  this  courth lphre{Jg 
fifo.m  the  mouth  of  Arviragus.  It  (hould  rather,  I  thlnk^^begixi 
Imogen's  fpeech.    Tyrwhitt.   ^  > 

*  /  couU  notjtir  him :]     Not  move  him  to  tell  his  ftoiy.  ^ 

*  -^"-^gentlii  lut  unfortunate ;]  GcniUf  is  wtlfhrit^  of  birth 
{tt)b¥e  the  vulgar.    Johnsok. 

T3  -6»i 
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Imo.  .Well,  or  ill, 
I  am  bound  to  you.  -  [^Exit  Imogen^ 

Bel.  And  (halt  be  ever.— — 
This  youth,  however  diftrefs'd^  appears,  he  hath  had 
Good  anceftors. 

Jrv.  How  angeMike  he  fings  ! 
,'(auid.  But  his  neat  cookery  ! 
He  cut  our  roots  in  charadlers  ; 
And  faucM  our  broths,  as  Juno  had  been  fick, 
And  he  her  dieter. 

Jrv.  Nobly  he  yokes 
A  fmiling  with  a  figh  :  as  if  the  figh 
Was  that  it  was,  for  not  being  fuch  a  fmile ; 
The  fpile  mockiftg  the  figh,  that  it  would  fly 
From  fo  divine  a  temple,  to  commix 
With  winds  that  failors  rail  at. 

Guid.  I  do  note, 
That  grief  and  patience,  rooted  In  him  both, 

*  Mingle  their  fpurs  together, 

Arv.  Grow,- patience  ! , 
And  let  the  '  (linking  elder,  grief, -untwine  . 
JHis  perifliing  root,  with  the  increaiing  vine  !; 

BeL  *It  is  great  morning.     Cocne  ;^^^^ay• — r^ 
Who's  there  ? 

•        •■       *■  ( 

Enter  Cloten. 
iClot  I  caonot  find  thofe.  runagates  ;  that  villain. 

•  Mzngle  their  fpurs  togtthn'i  .  ^^rs^  an  old- word  for  tHc  fibres 
fofatree.    Pope. 

^  ^^^Jlifiking  elJery^^^  Shalccfpeare  had  only  ktnEnf^fif 
vines  which  grow  againft  walls,  and  therefore  may  be  fomctimci 
entangled  with  the  eUer^  Perhaps  we  (hpuld  xtsji^-^untwine  from 
ibenfMi.    Johnson. 

•  Sfr  J6fiti^ifev<^kins  pr6|>6fes  to  redd  en't-jjlny.  He  fays,  "Let  the 

itinking  elder  lOriefl  entfwine  His  root  with  the  vine  [Patienice^ 
imd  in  tlit end-PatSence  muft  outgrow  Grfef.'*    Steevens. 

f£l  ii  ^hai  moming^z ]  .AGaUicifm,.   Grand  jour.  , 

'"^    ■   ■  .,..  'Steetens..- 

'•      .  '  Hath 
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ft 

Hath  mock*d  me  : — I  am  faint, 

BeU  Thofe  runagates  !  . 
Means  he  not  us  ?  I  partly  know  him  ;  *tis 
Cloten,  the  fon  o'  the  queen.     I  fear  fome  ambufh. 
I  faw  him  not  thefe  many  years,  and  yet 
I  know  'tis  he  :-?-We  are  held  as  outlaws  :— Hence. 

Quid.  He  is  but  one  :  You  and  my  brother  fearch 
What  companies  are  near  :  pray  you,  away ; 
Let  me  alone  with  him* 

[^Eteunt  Belarius,  and  Arviragus* 

Clou  Soft  i  What  are  you 

That  fly  me  thus  ?  fome  villain  mountaineers  ? 

I  have  heard  of  fuch. — What  flave  art  thou  ? 
Guid.'AtYmz 

More  flavilh  did  I  ne'er,  than  anfweripg 
A  flave  without  a  knock. 

Cht.  Thou  art  a  robber, 
A  law-breaker,  a  villain  :  Yield  thee,  thief. 

Quid.  To  who  ?  to  thee  ?  What  art  thou  ?  Have 
not  I 
An  arm  as  big  as  thine  ?  a  heart  as  big  ? 
Thy  words,  1  grant,  are  bigger ;  for  I  wear  not 
My  dagger  in  my  mouth,     Say,  what  thou  art; 
Why  I  Ihould  yield  to  thee? 

Clot^  Thou  villain  bafe,   . 
Know'ft  me  not  by  my  clothes  ? 

Quid.  No,  nor  thy  taylor,  rafcal. 
Who  is  thy  grandfather ;  he  made  thofe  clothes. 
Which,  as  it  feems,  make  thee  ^ 

Qht.  Thou  precious  varlet. 
My  taylor  made  them  not. 

Quid.  Hence  then,  and  thank 
The  man  that  gave  them  thee.   Thou  art  fome  fool ; 
I  am  loth  to  beat  thee. 

•  JVtf,  nor  thy  taylor,  rafcal^ 
WljQ  h  thy  grandfather  ;  he  inade  ih&fe  clothes y 
Which  J  as  it  feems^  make  thee.']     See  a  note  on  a  fimilar  paf- 
ftgc  IB  a  former  fcaie  :  • 

•*  Whofe  moiher  was  h^x  painting.**    Steev£N$. 

T  4  Clot. 
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Cbt.  Thou  injuriQu?  thief, 
Jipar  but  Ti\j,  na^gie,  and  tEdobiCf  . 

Cuid.  What's  thy  name  ? 

Cht.  Cloten,  thou  villain*- 
,  Guid.  ClQtCD,  thpu  double  villain,  ht  thy  name, 
J  cannot  trep^ble  at  it ;  were  it  toad,  adder,  fpider, 
^fwouidmovej  me  footer*       ,.:.'• 

Cfa/.  To  thy  f urthitc  feaf,.    .    r . 
Nay,  to  thy  mere  confufion',  thtm  Ihalt  know 
I  am  fon  tQ  the  que^n.      -      ,  : 

Guid.  I  am'forry  for't;  not  fecrping     4 
So  worthy  as  thy  birth*     ;' 

Clot.  ^rt.  im  -afeard  ? 

Guid.  Thofe  that  I  reverence,  thofe  1  fear ;   the 
wife  :  '  .    w:     j:  \'  ' 

At  fools  I  laugh,  not  fear  them. 

Clot.  Die  the  death  : 
When  I  have  ilain  j^te  with  my  proper  hand, 
I'll  follow  thofe  that  even  now  fled  hence. 
And  on  the  gates  of  Lud's  tpwn  fet  yovir  heads: 
f  Yield,  rufScmouqifliliGer*  iFighty  an^  txeunf. 

.4  ••,■■.'  .    ...     •      ■    •  '• 

•  Tiey^  rftjltc  mounia^ern^  I  believe,  upon  examination,  the 
ch^ra^ter  of  Clotep  will  not  prove  a, very  qonfift^nt  one.  Ad  I. 
iceneiv,  the  lords  who  are  con vcrfing  with  him  on  the  fubjeftof 
his  rencontre  with  PoUhumus,  reprefent  the  latter  as  Having  nei- 
ther put  forth  his  ftrength  or  courage,  but  ftill  advat>cipg  for- 
ward^ fp  the  prince,  who  retired  before  him  j. yet  at  ih^sSs  lail 
appearance,  We  fee  him  fighting  gallantly,  and  falling  fy  t^c 
hand  of  Arviragus.  The  fame  perloris  afterwards  fpeak  or  him 
as  of  a  mere  afs  or  idiot;  and  yet,  a6tlil.  fcene  i.  he  returns  one 
pf  the  nobleft  and  rnoft  fealonablc  anfwcrs  to  the  Roman  ^nvoy: 
and  the  reif  of  his  converfation  on  the  fame  occafion^  thlough  it 
jt^ay  Jack  form  a  little^  by  Ho  means  refembles  the  language  of  roily. 
•P[c  behaves  with  proper  dignity  and  civility  at  parting  with  Lu- 
pus, and  yet  is  ridiculous  and  brutal  in  his  treatment  of  Tmogeo. 
Belarius  defcribes  Mm  as  not  having  fenfe  enough  to  know  what 
fear  is  (which  he  defines  as  being  fometimes  the  e£fe6^  of  judg- 
ment) ;  and  yet  he  forms  very  artful  fchemes  for  gaining  the  af- 
fection pf  his  miflrefs,  by  mqans  of  her  attendants;  together 
perfon  into  his  pow^r  afterwards ;  and  ftpems  to  be  no  lefs  ^a- 

*        \  '  quaintc^ 
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'  ^ter  Behrhts,  and  Jrviragus, 

JBeL  No  company's  abroad. 

Jrv.  None  in  the  world:  Yoii  did  miftake  him, 
fure. 

Bel.  I  cannot  tell :  Long  is  it  fince  I  faw  him. 
But  time  hath  nothing  blurrM  thofe  lines  of  favour 
Which  then  he  wore ;  ^  the  fnatgheg  in  his  voice. 
And  burft  of  fpeaking,  were  as  his  :  I  am  abfolutet, 
*T was  very  Cloten. 

Jrv.  In  this  place  we  left  them  : 
I  wilh  my  brother  make  good  time  with  him. 
You  fay  he  is  fo  fell. 

BeL  ^  Bping  fcarce  made  up, 

I  rpean, 

quainted  with  the  charatfler  of  his  father,  and  the  afcend^ncy  the 
queen  maintained  over,  his  uxorious  weaknefs.  We  find  Cloten,  in 
mort,  reprefented  at  once  as  brave  and  daftardly,  civil  and  brur 
tal,  fagacious  and  fooliffi,  without  that  fubtilty  of  diftinftion,  and 
thofe  ihades  of  gradation  between  fenfe  and  folly,  virtue  and  vice, 
which  conftitute  the  excellence  of  fuch  mixed  characters  as  Polo- 
nius  in  Hamlet^  and  the  Nurfe  in  Romeo  and  Juliet.    Steevens. 

7  thefnatches  in  his- voice ^ 

And  lurfi  ofj^ealingj'  ]     This  is  one  of  our  author'f 

frokes  of  obfervation.  An  abrupt  and  tumultuous  utterance  y'eiy 
frequently  accompanies  a  cpnfufi^d  and  cloudy  underflanding. 

Johnson, 

•  In  the  old  editions : 

Being  fcarce  made  ^p^ 

imean^  to  man^  he  had  not  apprehenj^on 

0/ roaring  terrors:  jfordefeA  of  Judgment 

Is  oft  the  caufe  of  fear  ^-^--^^  If  I  underftand  this  paflage,  it 
It  is.  mock  reaioning  as  it  Hands,  and  the  text  muft  have  been 
nightly  corrupted,  Belarius  is  giving  a  dcfcription  of  what  CIo-. 
ten  formerly  vvas;  and  in  anfwer  to  what  Arviragus  fays  o^ his  3^- 
ingfofeU.  **  Ay,  fays  Belarius,  h6  was  fo  fell;  and  being  fcarce 
then  at  man's  eftate,  he  had  no  apprehenfion  of  roaring  terrors, 
i.  e.  of  any  thing  that  could  check  him  with  fears."  But  thenj 
how  does  the  inference  come  in,  built  upon  this  ?  For  defedi:  of 
judgment  is  oft  the  caufe  of  fear.  I  think  the  poet  meant  to  have 
faid  the  mere  contrary,  Cloten  was  defective  in  judgment,  and 
therefore  did  not  fear.  Apprehenfions  of  fear  grow  from  a  judg- 
nent>^  Weighing  dang«ttf    And  aveiy  ealy- change,  from  the 
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I  mean^  to  man,  he  had  not  apprehenfion 
Of  roaring  terrors :  For  the  cfleQ:  of  judgment 
Is  oft  the  caufe  of  fear, — But  fee,  thy  brother. 

Re-enter  Guidermf  'with  doten^s  head* 

Guid.  This  Cloten  was  a  fool ;  an  empty  purfe, 
There  was  no  money  in*t :  not  Hercules 
Could  have  knocked  out  his  brains,  for  he  had  none ; 
Yet  I  not  doing  this,  the  fool  had  borne 
My  head,  as  I  do  his. 

BeU  What  haft  thou  done  ? 

Cuid.  ^  I  am  perfed,  what :  cut  off  one  Qoten's 
head. 
Son  to  the  queen,,  after  his  own  report ; 
Who  caird  me  traitor,  mountaineer ;  and  fwore," 
With  his  own  fingle  hand  he'd  '  take  us  in, 
Difplace  our  heads,  where  thank  the  gods,  they  grow, 

traces  of  the  letters,  j|^ves  us  this  fenfe,  and  reconciles  the  reafoo* 
ing  of  the  whole  pauage : 

—for  th*  eff^H  of  judgment 
Is  oft  the  caufe  of  fear*     ■  ■   ■     Theobald. 
Hanmer  reads,  with  equal  jufinefs  of  fentiment : 
■  for  defcft  of  judgment 

Is  oft  the  turw  of  fear. 

But ,T  think,  the  pky  of  ^eSl  and  caufs  more  reiembling  the 
manner  of  our  author.    Jo  h  n  s  o  n  • 

1(  fear,  as  in  other  paSfages  of  Shakefpeare,  be  underftood  it 
an  a&ve  figtiification  for  what  may  caufe  fesu*,  it  means  that  Clo- 
ten's  defed):  of  judgment  caufed  him  to  commit  actions  to  the 
terror  of  others,  without  due-  confideratiop  of  his  own  danger 
therein.     Thus  in  JT^  Henry  IV.  part  2. 
——•all  thcfe  boldy^^rx. 
Thou  fee'fi  with  peril  I  have  anfwerod.    Tollet. 
^  I  am  fftfeS^  wAtf/.—- ~]     1  am  will  inf^rmtdt,  what*    S© 
In  this  play : 

VTCiperfe^^  the  Pannonians  are  in  arms.    JoHNs,oif« 
'  tote  us  ia,]     To  take  in,  was  the  phrale  ip  ufc  for  to 

mfprthind  an  out*law,  or  to  make  him  amenable  to  public  juftice, 

Johnson. 
To  take  in  means,  fimply,  to  conquer,  to  fubdue*    So  in  An-^ 
i0Hy  and  Cleopatra : 

■cut the  Ionian  ieas. 
And  take  in  Toryne,    STaevsii s« 

And 
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AfiH  fet  them  on  Lud^s  town. 

Beh  We  are  all  undone. 

Guid.  Why,  worthy  father,  what  have  we  to  lofe. 
But,  that  he  fwore  to  take,  our  lives  ?  The  law 
Protefts  not  us ;  Then  why  fliould  we  be  tender. 
To  let  an  arrogant  piece  of  flelh  threat  us  ? 
Play  judge,  and  executioner,  all  himfelf  ? 
For  we  do  fear  the  law  *  ?  What  company 
Difcover  you  abroad  ? 

Bel.  Nofinglefoul 
Can  we  fet  eye  on,  but.  In  all  fafe  reafbn. 
He  mufi  have  fome  attendants.  '  Though  his  honour 
Was  nothing  but  mutation ;  ay,  and  that 
From  one  bad  thing  to  worfe ;  not  frenzy,  not 
Abfolute  madnefs  could  fo  far  have  rav'd. 
To  bring  him  here  alone :  Although,  perhaps^ 
It  may  be  heard  at  court,  that  fucn  as  we 
Cave  here,  hunt  here,  are  out-laws,  and  in  time 

*  For  tve  Jo  fear  the  law  T ]    For  b  here  uftd  in  the  ienfk 

of  iecaufe.    So  in  Marlowe*«  Jew  ofMaka^  1633  : 
**  Secf  the  fimplioity^f  thcfc  bafc  flates  ! 
**  Who,  for  the  Ttifattns  have  no  faith  themfelves, 
**  Think  me  to  be  a  fenfelefs  lump  of  clay**' 
So,  in  Othello : 

**  And  fir  I  know  thou  art  fall  of  love  and  honefty.** 

Malohe. 

»        Though  his  honour 

Wias  nothing  hut  fMttafion^  &c.]  What  has  his  honour  to  do 
here,  in  his  beine  changeable  in  this  fort?  in  his  adding  as  a  mad- 
man, or  not  ?  I  nave  ventured  to  fubflitute  humour^  again  ft  the 
authority  of  the  printed  copke ;  and  the  meaning  feems  plainly 
this :  *'  Tfiough  he  was  always  fickle  to  the  laft  degree,  and  go- 
verned by  humour^  not  found  fenfc;  yet  not  madnefs  itfelf  could 
roa^e  him  fo  hardy  to  attempt  an  enterprive  of  this  nature  alone, 
and  unfeconded.'*  Theobald. 
— ^""^Though  his  itononr 

ff'as  nothing  hut  mutation '^-'^^'l  Mr.  Theobald,  as  ufual,  not 
tinderftanding  this,  toms  honour  to  humour.  But  the  text  is  right, 
and  means,  that  the  only  notion  he  had  of  honour,  was  the  fa» 
fliion,  which  wa*  perpetually  changing.  A  fine  ^ftroke  of  fatire, 
ircll  expreflcd ;  yet  the  Oxford  editor  follows  Mr.  Theobald. 

WAJLBtrnroiT^ 
May 
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May  make  feme  Itronger  head;  the  which  hie  hearings 

(As  it  is  like  hirti)  might- break  but,  and  fwear  '' 

jtie*d  fetchtrs  m;  yet.is'c not  probable. 

To  come  alone,  either  he  fo  undertaking. 

Or ,  they   fo  fuffering :  then  on.  good  ground  ,wc 

fear,  .     . 

If  we  do  fear  this  body  hath,  a  tail  . 
More  perilous  than  the  head. '    .. 

jiri>.  Let;  ordinance 
Come  as  the  gc^ds  forefay  it :  howfoe'cr, 
•  My  brother  hath  9on6  well. 

Bel.  I  had  no  mind    . 
To  hunt  this  day :  the  boy  Fidelc's  licknefs 

*  Did' make  niy  way  long  forth. 

Quid.  With  |iis  own  fword. 
Which  he  did  Wave  againft  itiy  throat,  I  have  ta'cn 
His  head  from  him  :  Tir  throw  it  into  the  creek 
Behind  our  rock ;  and  let  it  to  the  fea. 
And  tell  the  fiihes,  he's  t;he  queen's  fon,  Cloten.:' 
•       That's  alTFreck;  ./    ' ';  ("Exit. 

BeL  I  fear,  'twill  be  feveng'd ": 
'Would,  Poly dore,'  thou  h'ad'fl:  not  done't !  though 

valour 
jpecon5(ea  thee  well  enough. 

Arv.  'Would  I  had  done*t,  '         ' 

So  the  revenge  alone  purfu'd  me  1-— Polydore, 

•  I  loVe  thee  brotherly  ;  but  envy  much, 
Xliouhafrrqbb^d  me  of  this  deed:  I  vyould,^  revenges, 
.TW  poifiblfl ,  iirength  might  meet,  would  feek'  us 

through, 
-And  put  us  to  our  ^n(Ver.-  ■  ^  '\\  '] 

\     Beh  Wi^ll,  'tis  done  :— 

We'll  hunt  aomorfe  to-day,  nor  feck  for  danger 

'  ■*      *   ,  '     ••■■■'  \  ' '  •  -  '  '.x 

''•'\^ ^Dtd mMJbf^^-JOay  hngforth,"]  Fidele*s  fickn^s  made  my  walk 
[finth  from  the  cAve^tuiious.    J^unson^ 
s  revenges^ 

That poJjibU  Jlrengtb  might  meet ,^     ■      ]     Such  purfuit  of  ren- 
peance  AS  fell  v^ithia  a^y  poiSbilit^  of  oppoiition.    Johnson. 

.       '  Where 
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Where  there's  no  profit.    J  pr'ytlx^,  to  out  rock ; 
You  and  Fidele  play. the  cooks ;  TU  ftay 
'Till  hafty  Polydore  rerg.rn,-and  bring  him 
To  dinner  prefehtly,         ,      '     ,  .  ' 

A(v.  Poet  fick  Fidele  t 
rt!  Willingly  to  him  :  To  gain  his  colour^ 
*  Td  let  a  parifh  of  fuch  Cloteiis  biopd^'.  -        ^ 

And  praife  myfelf  for  charity.  T  ££iir/ 

BeU  O  thou  goddefs, 
Thou  divine  Nature,  thou  thyfelf  tliou  blazon'ft 
In  thefe  two  princely  boys !  They  ard  as  gentle 
As  zephyrs,  blowing  below  the  yipiet. 
Not  waging  his  fweet  head  ;  and  yet  as  rough. 
Their  royal  blood  cnchaf  *d,  as  the  fudeft  wind. 
That  by  the  top  doth,  take  the  mduritain  pine^      -   ' 
And  make  hini  ftoop  to  the  vale.     *Tij5  wonderful j(>  • 
That,  an  invifible  inftitid:  ihould  fraqae  them 
To  royalty  unlearn'd ;  honour  untaught; 
Civility  not  feen  from  qther;  valour. 
That  wildly  grows' in  them,  but  yields  a  Crop   '•    '-'" 
As  if  it  had  been  fow'd !     Yet  ftill  it's  ftrange. 
What  Cloten's  being  here,  to  us.pbrt^DiJs ; 
Or  what  hii^  death  will  bring  us.      j     .      -•  :  ,  •" 

•  Vd  let  a  parifli  of  fuch  Clotens  Ihod^  This  nonfenfc  flipuI4  be 
corre^ed  thus: 

IM  let  1^  marijb  of  foch  Qoten8  blood :    ' 
i.e.  a  iDsirlh  or  lake,  i. So., Smith,  in  his  account  of  Virgitiift,. 
*'  Yea  Venic^,  at  this  time  the  admiration  of  the  e^hh,  vvS^at 
firft  but  a  niarijh^  inhabited  Iby  poor  fffliermeii,"    In  the  firft  book 
oiMofcahts^  chap,  ix.  i^en  244  the  txianflators  ufe  the  word  in  the 
fame  fenfe.     War  bur  ton. 

The. learned pbmmientator  has  dealt, JtKe  ireppach  of  nonfenie 
very  liberally  through  this  play,  Why  this  is  nonfenfe,  I  cannot 
difcover.  I  would,  fiiys  the  young  prince,  to  recpover  Fidele,  kill 
as  a4^.ClotQi|9  as  would-  fill  a  parijh*     JownsoSi  . 

^•Hisvifage,  fays  Fenner  of  a  catchpoUy  was  almod:  eaten, 
thxibugh  with  pock-holes,  lb  that  half  a  /ar4^<]tf  children  mi^t 
hare  played  at  cherry  •pit  in,  hi«  face*  ^ '  f  A&msr^  - 


K 
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Re-enter  Guiderlus. 

G////i  Whereas  my  brotbei:  ? 
I  have  fcnt  Cloten's  clot-pole  down/thjeftretm. 
In  embaffy  to  his  mother ;  his  body's  hoftage 
For  his  return.  ,  .    [^S^enmmi^^ 

BeU  My  ingenious  inftrument  I 
Hark,  Polydore,  it  founds!  But  what  occafion 
Hath  Cadwal  now  to  give  it  uiotion  ?  Hark ! 

Guid*  Is  heat  home?  • 

BeU  He  went  hemce  eveii  now. 

Guid.  What  does  he  nvean  ?  fince  .d^ath  of  af 
dearefl:  mother  ,.  /  .       '   \.  . 

It  did. not  fpeak  before.     AH  Ibltftin  things 
Should  anfwer  folemn  accidents..  -  The  matter? 
Triumphs  for  nothing,  and  lamenting  toys^ 
Is  jollity  for  apes,  and  grief  for  boySi 
Is  Cadwal  mad  ? 


I* 

1  V         « 


Re-enter  AwiraguSy  with,  Imgm  as  dead^  heoflug  hf 

hU  arms* 


1  ■  >i 


Bel.  Look,  here  he  comes,     ^ 
And  brings  the  dire  occaiion  in  liis  arms^  • 
Of  what  we  blanie  him  fqr  ! 

^rv.  The  bird  is  dead. 
That  we  have  matje  fo  much  on.     I  had  ^ath^r 
Have  ikipp'd  from  fixteen  years  of  age  to  fixty,/  ..- 
And  turned  my  leaping  time  into  a  crutch. 
Than  have  feen  this.  ' 

Guid.  Oh  fweeteft,  faireft  liUy  ! 
My  brother  wears  cheje  not  thcf  one  ^adf  fo  w^H, 
As  when  thou  grew%4:hyfelf. 
*  Bel.  7  O,  melancholy !  ^       ?' 

.;    ".mo 

^  O,  Milmtcboly  I 
WTjo  ever  yet  j»mld.fjumd  thy  ji^Ulam  t  Jmf  ^ 
Tbe  4fozey  ta  Jhevj  'what  coaft  thyjluj^gi/b  crare 
Might  eajiUefi  harbour  in  ^       .  ]     'fl^c  folia  rcadc  • 

V thy  fluggiih  carei 

whidi 
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Who  ever  yet  coold  found  thy  bottom  ?  find 
The  ooz«,  to  fhew  what  coaft  thy  iluggiih  crai:e 
Might  eafilieft  harbour  in  ? — Thou  bleffed  thing  ! 
Jove  knows  what  man  thou .  might'ft  have  made; 

butl% 
Thou  dy^dft,  a  moft  rare  boy,  of  melancholy  !— 
How  found  you  him  ?     * 
Arv.  Stark,  as  you  fee ; 

' ' ' 

which  Dr.  Warburton  allows  to  be  a  plaufible  reacGng,  but  (ub« 
Aitutes  r^rriK-i  in  its  room ;  and  .witK this,  Dr.  Johnfon  tacitly  a<;« 
quiefcesy  and  inferts  it  in  the  text.  Mr.  Sympfon,  In  his  notes 
on  Beaumont  and  Fletcher/  vol.  vi.  p%e44i,  has  retriered  the 
true  reading,  V^i&h  is, 

— • thy  ilttgl^fli  cr^r^. 

^The Captain^  page  lo: 

"  let  him  renture 

**  In  fome  decayM  crare  of  his  own/* 
A  crare^  fliys  the  author  of  The  R^vifal^  is  a  finall  trading  veffiil^ 
called  in  the  Latin  of  the  middle  ages  crayei^i*    The  fame  word^ 
though  fomewhat  differently  fpelt'^  occurs  in  Harrington's  tranfla« 
tton  of  Ariqfto^  book  39,  fVanza  28  : 

*^ '  A  miracle  it  wa§  to  fee  them  grown 

**  To  ihips,  and  barks,  with  gallies,  bulks  and  crajfes^ 

**  Each  veflcl  having  tackling  of  her  own, 

**  With  fails  and  oars  to  help  at  aM  eflays.'* 
Again,  in  H^ wood's  G^/c/f^ -^^e,   1611  : 

**  Behold  a  form  to  make  your  craen  and  barks.** 
K^pmyinI)niyton*sM//eries  of"  ^usoM  Margaret: 

**  Aft^j  a  long  chafe,took  this  Jittic  traVf 

**  Which  he  fupposM  him  fafely  'fliould  convey.'^ 
Again,  in  the  2  2d' Song  of  Drayton's  Pa^olhion: 

««  — — -fame  fheUypr  little  ctm^  j  . 

**  Hard  labouring  for  the  land  on  the  iigb- working  fea,** 
Again,  m  Amintasfor his Phillisy  ]publiflie4  m  En^laiufsHeli" 
con^  1614: 

**  Till  thus  my  foule  doth  paile  in  Charon's  crare^'* 
Mr.  Toilet  obferves  that  the  word  often. occurs  19  UoHnihed,  at 
twice,  p.  906,  vol.  n.    Steevens.  •        , 

The  word  is  ufed  in  the  ftat.  2  Jac.rl.  c-  32.  **  the  owner  0/ every 
Jhlpy  vejjelj  or  crayer."    Tyrwhitt. 

•.  ^-^^hut  /,]  .  This  is  the  readipg  of  the  firft  folio,  whiichJater 
cdltora  not  underftanding,.  have  changed  into  ^«/ah!'  'the 
meaning  of  the  paflage  I  take  to  he  thh  :^-Jd*i*e  kno<vs^  what  man 
^Qumight^Jl  hanf^  matk^  Sut  /know,  fJbou  ditiiji^  &c.  fyiwHiTT. 

Thus 
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Thus  fmiling,  as  fome  fly  had  tickled  flumber, 
Not  as  death's  dart,  beinjg  laugh'd  at:  his  right 

check 
Repofing  on  a  culhion. 

Guid.  Where  ? 

jirv.  O' the  floor; 
His  arms   thus  leagu'd  :  I  thought,  he  flept ;  and 

put 
My  clouted  brogues  '  from  off*  my  feet,  whofe  rude* 

'   nefs 
Anfwer'd  my  fteps  too  loud. 

Guid.  Why,  he  but  fleeps  ' : 
If  he  be  gone,  he'll  make  his  grave  a  bed; 
With  female  fairies  will  his  tonib  be  haunted. 
And  worms  will  not  come  to  thee. 

Af^.  With  faiteft  flowers, 
Whrlft  fummer  lafts  *  ,  and  I  live  here,  Fidelc, 
rU  fweeten  thy  fad  grave  :  Thou  flxalt  not  Wck 
The  flower,  that*s  like  thy  face,  pale  primrofe ;  nor 
The  azur'd  hare-bell,  like  thy  veins  ;  no,  nor 
The  leaf  of  eglantine,  whom  not  to  llander, 

»  —clouted  hrogues — ]  Arc  (hoes  ftrcngthencd  with  clout  or  heh 
nails.  Iq  fome  parts  of  England,  thin  plates  of  iron  called  cttfuu 
are  likewife  fixed  to  the  ihoes  of  ploughmen  and  other  rudlcks, 

Steevenst. 
■  Why^he  hutjleefs:']  I  cannot  forbear  to  introduce  a  pafTage  fome- 
what  like  this,  nrom  Webfter's  White  Dcvily  or  Vittoria  Cffrornbrna^ 
on  account  of  its  lingular  beauty. 

**  Oh,  t-hou  foft  natural  death  !  that  art  joint  twin 

**  To  fweeteft  flumber !  no  rough-bearded  comet 

**  Stares  on  thy  mild  departure :  the  dull  owt 

*^  Seats  not  againfl  thy  cafement :  the  hoarfe  wolf 

**  Scents  not  tny  carrion : — pity  winds  thy  corfe, 

♦•  While  horror  waits  on  princes  ^'•  SrEBTfiNf* 

'  Whiljf  {\xa\mti  lafts,  &c.]     So  in  PerkUs  Prince  of  Jjre: 
"  No,  I  will  rob  Tellus  of  her  wecdc 
*♦  To  ftrewe  thjr  greene  with  flowers ;  the  yellowes,  bluest 
*'  The  purple  violets  and  marygolds, 
**^  Shall  as  a  carpet  hang  upon  tHy  gra^ey 
^*  While Jummer  day es  doth  lafi.^^   STEEVENSt^ 

Out* 


r 
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Out-f^eeteh*d  not  thy  breath  :  ^  the  rucido.ark  would. 
With  charitable  bill  (O  'bill,  fore-fhaming  ' 

Thofe  rich-left  Kcirs,  that  let  their  fathjers  lie 
Without  a  monument ! )  brino[  thee  all  this  ; 
Yea,  and  furr  d  mbfs  befides,  w-hei^  flowers,  are  none. 


T4je  ruddock  HK^ould^ 


With  eharltaUc  hiU^  Iring  thee  all  thh  \ 
Tea^  and  furred  mojs  hefidesy  ^uoben  flovj*rs  are  no^e^ 
To  winrerrground //if  f <7r/J.-tj(]  Here  agaipV't^e  itictaphor  is 
flrangely  mangled.  What  fenfe  .is  there  in  ^kter -grounding  a 
corfe  with  m^s  f  A  coffe  ntiglit  indeed  be  faid  to  be  winter-^ 
fTwndtd  in  good  thick  clay.  But  the  t^V^tx.furx*d  to  mofs  diisfta 
us  plainly  to  another  reading,   '      "  ' 

T^:V^tLttx^go^^\in  thy  ocrfe :  — 
i.  e.  thy  (uparoer  hib^t  ftall  be  a  light  ^im;«  oi  fl(n\)eKs^  thy  wintfcr 
habit  a  good  warm  y«rrV^/MJU»  of  «?/^.   .  War&urton* 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  rejcded word. wa^s  Sthakefpeare's,- 
fince  the  protedion  of  the  dead,  and  not  their  ornam.ent,  was 
what  he  i?i^san't*to  exprefs.  lo  nii^it^^r'-ground % 'pXi.nt^  is  to  ptx)- 
tedit  frgji  the  inclemency  o^thc  vi^jnter-Ceafpn,  by  ftpaw,  duhg, 
Sec.  laid  iveriu^  This  precaution,  is  commonly  taken  in  refpe^ 
oftcnder*tfee!S'*or.flo?v'ef'S,  fiich  as '  Arv^ragus,  who  loved  Fidele, 
reprefems'her'tobc.  •      '• 

The  ruddotk  i» .  tbe  ted-^rvafi^  ^nd  is  fo  called  by  Chaucer  and 
Spenfcf: 

'*  The  tame  ruddqck^;*'ixA  the  coWard  kite." 
The  office  of  covering  the  dead  ie  likewife  afcribed  to  the  rnd» 
iocl^  by  Dray-ton  in  his  poem  called  The  QvjI: 
**  CovVing  with  mofs  the  dead's  unclofed  eye, 
**  •The  litue  reSrcaJi  teacketh  charitie.*'    Steevens. 
•^•^the  ruddock  would,  &c.]     Is  this  an  alliifion  tothe^i^j  oj^ 
thei\3ood^  or  was  the  notion  of  the  trcdbreaft  covering  dead  bpdies^ 
general  before  the  writing  that  ballad  ?     Percy. 

Tliis  paiTageis  imitated  by  Wcbfter  in  his  tragedy  of  Ti>e  Wl?iu 
^evil;  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  confirms  the  old  reading: 
**  The  rohin-red-breaft,  and. the  wren, 
**  With  leaves  and  flowers  do  cover  friendlefs  bodies ; 
"  The  ant,  the  field  moufe,  and  the  mole 
^'  Shall  raife  him  hillocks  that  Ihall  keep  him  warm,  &c,** 

FarmHS.. 
Which  of  thefe  two  plays  was  fir  ft  written,  cannot  now  be  de- 
termined. Webfter^  play  wa3  publifhcd  in  1612,  that  of  Shake- 
fpeare  did  not  appear  in  print  till  1623.  In  the  preface  to  the  edi- 
tion of  Webfter*s  play  in  163 1  (for  it  is  wanting  in  my  copy  161 2) 
he  thus  fpeaks  of  Shakefpeare :  **  And  laftly  (without  Wrong  laft 
to  be  named)  the  right  hapjjy  and  copious  induftry  of  M.  Shake- 
fpeare, &c.*'    Steevenj, 

Vol.  IX.  U  To 
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To  winter-ground  thy  corfe. 

Guid.  Pr'ythee,  have  done ; 
And  do  not  play  in  wench-like  words  with  that 

Which  is  fo  ferious.     Let  us  bury  him,  , 

•  •       • 

And  not  protraft  with  admiration  what 
Is  now '  due  debt, — To  the  grave. 
Arv.  Say,  where  fliaH's  lay  him?' 
Guid.  By  good  Euriphile,  our  mother. 
Arv.  Be*t  fo: 
And  let  us,  Polydore,  though  now  our  voices 
Have  got  the  manniih  crack,  fing  him  to  the  ground. 
As  once  our  mother  ;  ufe  like  note,  and  words. 
Save  that  Euriphile  muff  be  Fidele. 

Guid.  Cadwal,    ..   • 
I  cannot  fing :  Til  weep,  and  word  it  with  thee  : 
For  notes  of  forrow,  out  of  tune,  are  worfe 
Than  priefts  and  fanes  that  lie. 
J7'v.  We'll  fpeak  it  then. 

Bel.  Great  griefs,  I  fee,  medicine  the  lefs  :  for 
Cloten 
Is  quit^  forgot.     He  was  a  queen's  fon,  boys ; 
And,  though  he  came  our  enemy,  remember, 
*  He  was  paid  for  that :  Though  mean  and  mighty, 

rotting 
Together,  have  one  duff ;  yet '  reverence,     . 
(That  angel  of  the  world)  doth  make  diftinftion 
Of  place  'twixt  high  and  low.  Our  foe  was  princely; 
And  though  you  took  his  life,  as  being  our  foe. 
Yet  bury  him  as  a. prince. 

Guid.  Pray  you,  fetch  him  hither. 

*  He  wMfal/i/or  that : ]     Hanmer  reads : 

He  fjas  pa  id  for  that :  — — 
rather  plaufibly  than  rightly.     PaU  is  ioxpunljhed.    So  Jonfon : 
*'  Twenty  things  more,  my  friend,  which  you  know  due, 
**  For  which,  or  pay  me  quickly,  or  V)Xf€^  yoyi** 

JOHI^SON. 

3  reverence^ 

(That  angel  of  the  world) ]     Reaver ence^  or  due  rejjard  to 

fubordination,  is  the  power  that  keeps  peace  and  order  in  the 
world.    Johnson* 

Ther- 
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Thiirfites*  body  is  as  good  as  Ajax^ 
When  neither  are  aliye. 

Jw.  If  you^li  go  fetch  him, 
Well  lay  our  fong  the  whiift. — Brother,  begin. 

[£r//  Belarius. 

Guid.  Nay,  Cadvsral,  we  muft  lay  his  head  to  the  eaft ; 
My  father  hath  a  rejifon  for'<*  .  • 

Arv.  'Tistrue* 

Guid.  Come  on  then,  and  ftitiove  him* 

.^.  .So, — Begin. 

SONG. 

Guid.  Fear,  no  more  the  hat  0^  thefuHy 

Nor  the  furiom  winter* 5  rages ; 
TI20U  thy  worldly  tqfk  haft  done^ 

Home  art  gone y  and  tden  thy  wages  t 
^oth  golden  lads  and  girls  all  muji ^ 
As  chimney "fweepersy  come  to  duft. 

Arv.  *  Fear  no  more  the  frown  0*  the  great ^ 

Thau  art  pajl  the  tyrant* s  firoke ; 
Care,  no  more  to  cbathj ,  and  eat  \   - 

To  thee  the  reed  is  as  the  oak  .* 
^  Thefcepter^  learnings  phyjicy  muji 
All  follow  thiSy  and  come  to  duft. 

Guid.  Fear  no  more,  the  lightning-jlajh^ 
Arv.  Nor  the  all-dreaded  thunder^one ; 
Guid,  *  Fear  notjtandef^  c^nfure  rajh ; 
Arv.  Thou  hqftfinijh*djcy  and  moan : , 

♦  Fear  no  more^  &c.]  This  is  the  topic  of  confolation  that  na- 
ture di^tes  to  alltnenonthefeoccalions  The  fame  farewell  We 
hare  oVer  the  dead  body  in  Lucian.    T/xyov  aG^Mi'  hmti  J^^^y^* 

««Tf  5ri»y49V»f y,  &C.      WaRBURTON. 

'  The  fcepter,  learnings  &c.]  The  poet's  fehtiment  fcertjs  to  have 
been  this.*- All  human  excellence  is  equally  fubjedt  to  the  flroke 
of  death :  neither  the  power  of  kings,  t)or  the  icience  of  fcholars, 
nor  the  art  of  thofe  whofe  immediate  Ihidy  is  the  prolongation  <5f 
life,  can  protedthem  from  the  final  deiliny  of  man.    Johnson* 

*  Fear  notjlander^  &c.]     Perhaps, 

Fear  not  77tf«</#r*«  ccnfure  rafti.     JoHnsqk* 

U  2  B:)th4 
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■  \ 

Both.  Jll  lovers  young,  allhverspiujt 
I  Conjign  to  thee,  and  come  to  duji. 

Guid,  No  exortifer  harm  thee  ! 

Arv.  Nor  no  witchcraft  charm  thee  ! 

Guid'  Ghofi  mlaid  forbear  thee !  •      ' 

Arv.  Nothing  ill  come  near  ih^e  I 

Both,  ^iet  confummation  *  have  ; 

Jnd  renowned  be  thy  grave '  / 

•  « 

Re-enter  Belarius,  with  the  body  ofClpten. 

Guid.  We  have  dofie  our  obfequies :  Come,  lay 

him  down.  *  .    ♦ 

Bel  Here's  a  few  flowers;   btit  about  midnight, 
more: 
The  herbs,  that  have  on  them  cold  dew  o'  the 

night. 
Are  ftrewings  iStt'ft  foi:  graves. — ^Upon  their  faces  :— 
You  were  as  flowers,  now  withered  :  even^  io 
Thefe  herb'lets  Ihall,  which  we  upon  you  ftrow.— 
Come  on,  away :  apart  upon  our  knees. 

7  Conjtgn  to  thee,——]     Perhaps, 
Confign  to  this,  » 

And  in  the  tprraer  ftanza,  for  all  follow  this^  we  rtiight  read,  mU 
foUovj  thee.    Johnson. 

Conjtgn  to  theey  is  right.     So  in  Romeo  and  Juliet : 

feal 
•  A  datelefs  bargain  to  engroffing  death. 

Toxonfign  tothec^  is  to  feal  the  fame  contrail  withtKec,  i.  e.^W 
their  names  to  thine  upon  the  regiflcr  x>f  death.    Stbeyens. 

*  ^iiet  confummation  hofve;]  Confummation  is  ufcd  in  the  fame* 
fenfein  A'".£Jwtfr^/III.  1599: 

"  My  foul  will  yield  this  caftle  of  my  flefii, 

*'  This  mangled  tribute^  with  all  willingnefs, 

**  To  darknefs,  confummation^  dufl  and  worms." 

Steevens. 
^  ^thy  grarje.]  For  the  obfequies  of  Fidele,  a  fong  was  written 
^y  ^y  nnhappy  friend,  Mr.  William  CoUins  of  Chichefter,  a 
-1^.  ^^^  ^^  uncommon  learning  and  abilities.     I  ftiall  give  it  a  place 

at  the  end,  in  honour  of  his  memory.    Johnson. 

The 
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The  grouticl,  that  gave  them  firft,  has  them  again  2 
Their  pjcafure  here  is  paft,  fo  is  their  pain.   ^ExeunL 

Imogen,  awaking. 
Imo.  Yes,  fir,  to  Milford-Haven ;  Wliich  is  the 


way?- 


I  thank  you.-— ^— By  yon  bufli  ? Pray,  how  far 

thither? 
■  'Ods  pittikins ! — '- — can  it  be  fix  niiles  yet  ?— — 
I  have  gone  all  night :— Taith,   Til  lie  down  and 

fleep. 
Btrf,  foft !  tto  bedfellow : — O,  gods  and  goddeffes  ! 

*      '     [^Seeing  the  body. 
Thefe  ftow^s  are  like  the  pleafures  of  the  worjd  ; 
Thi$  bloody  man,  th^  care  on't.— ^I  hope,  I  dream  ; 
For,  fo,  I  thought  I  was  a  cave-keeper, 
Aud  cook  to  honeft  creatures :  But  'tis  not  fo  ; 
*Twas  but  a  bolt  of  nothing,  fliot  at  nothing, 
Which  the  brain  makes  of  fumes :  Our  vety  eyes 
Are  fometin^es  like  our  judgments,  blind.  Good  faith, 
I  tremble  ftill  with  fear  :  But  if  there  be 
Yet  left  in  heaven  as  fmall  a  drop  of  pity 
As  a  wren's  eye,  fear'd  gods,  a  part  of  it ! 
The  dream's  here  ftill :  even  when  I  wake,  it  h 
Without  me,  as  within  me ;  not  imagined,  felt. 
A  headlefs  man ! — —The  garments  of  Poftbumus ! 
I  know  the  ihape  of  his  leg  :  this  is  his  hand  ; 
His  foot  Mercurial ;  his  Martial  thigh  ;  . 

The  brawns  of  Hercules  :  but  *  his  Jovial  face 

Mur- 


1  >i 


^Ods  pittikins  /— ]  This  diminutive  adjufatkm  is  ufed  by 
Decker  and  Webfter  in  Wiftnoard  Hoe^  iboj  ;  in  the  Shoemaker* s 
Holiday^  or  the  Gentle  Crafty  1600  :  It  is  deiiTed  from  God's  ptj 
pity^  which  likcwifc  occurs  in  Cymheline*    SteeVens. 

* his  Jovial  /ff/--— ]     Jo^vial  fece  iignifies  in  this  place, 

fuch  a  face  as  belongs  to  Tove,    It  is  frequentlj^  ufed  in'the  fame 
fenfe  by  other  old  dramattc  writejrs.    So  Heywood,  in  The  Silver 

««- A^ 


294  C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E.  . 

Murder  in  heaven  ?— rHow  ? — ^'Tis  gone. — PifaniO| 
All  curfes  madded  Hecuba  gave  the  Greeks, 
And  mine  to  boot,  be  darted  on  thee  !  Thou, 
'  Confpir'd  with  that  irregulous  devil,  Cloten, 
Haft  here  cut  off  my  lorcT— To  write,  and  read, 

Pe  beqcefdrth  treacherous  I Damn'd  Pifanio 

Hath  with  his  forged  letters,— — ^damn'd  Pifanio-r 
From  this  moft  braveft  veffel  of  the  world 
Struck  the  main-top ! — O,  Pofthumus !  alas. 
Where  is  thy  head  ?  where's  that*?  Ay  me  i  where'* 

that  ? 
Pifanio  might  have  kiird  thee  at  the  heart. 
And  left  this   head  on. — How  .fliould  this   be? 

Pifanio  ? 
fTis  he,  and  Cloten  :  malipe  and  lucre  in  them 
Have  lay'd  this  woe  here.    O,  *tis  pregtiaat,  preg- 
nant !  ^ 
The  drug  he  gave  me,  which,  he  faid,  was  precious 
And  cordial  to  me,  have  I  not  found  it 
Murderous  to  the  fenfes  ?  That  confirms  it  home  : 
TThis  is  Pifanio's  deed,  and  Cloten's  :    O!  — 
Give  colour  to  my  pale  cheek  with  thy  blood. 
That  we  the  horrider  may  feem  to  thof<? 
Which  chance  to  find  us :  Q,  my  lord !  niy  lord ! 

**  Alcides  here  will  ftand, 

*'  To  plague' you  all  with  his  high  joi;ial  hand." 
Agnn^  inHcyvroo6i*8  Rafe  of  Lucrece J   1630: 

.  **  T&oa  Jovial^hsiTid  hold  up  thy  fceptcr  high,'* 
y\.gain,  in  his  Golden  Age^   1611,  fpeaking  of  Jupiter : 

«* all  that  ftand, 

**  Sink  in  the  weight  of  his  high  jovial  hand." 

ST££VfiN$# 

^  Cenfpir^d'withy  &c.]    The  old  copy  reads  thus : 

,-  'T ^  -^ — =-thou, 

GottfpirM  with  th^t  irregulous  divel,  Cloton. 
I  fbppofe  it  ihduld  be,  •  - 

CbnfpirM'with  tb*  irreligious  AtvW^  Cloten*    Johnson. 
Irregulous  (if  there  be  fuch  a  word)  muft  mean  la^lefs,  Irtcn- 
tious,  out  of  rule,  jura  negans  fibi  nata.     In  Retnolds's  Gods  R^ 
fvengo  againfi  JldulUry^  P-  *^I>  I  wieet  witH  'f  irregulated  lull.** 

"  "  .  Entff 
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.  Enter  Lucius,  Captains,  &c.  and  a  Soothfayeu 

Cap.  To  them,  the  legions  garrifon'd  in  Gallia, 
After  your  will,  have  drofs'd  the  fea ;  attending       # 
You  here  at  Milford-Haven,  with  your  Ihips : 
They  are  in  readiriefs. 
Lue»  But  what  from  Rome  ? 
Cap.  The  fenate  hath  ftirr'd  up  the  confiners. 
And  gentlemen  of  Italy  ;  moft  willing  fpirits. 
That  promife  noble  fervice ;  and  they  come 
Under  the  conduft  of  bold  lachimo, 
Syenna's  brother.  • 

Luc.  When  expedt  you  them  ? 
Cap.  With  the  next  benefit  o'  the  wind, 
Luc.  This  fprwardnefs 
Makes  our    hopes  fair.      Command,   our  prefent 

numbers 
•  Be  muft^sr'd  ;  bid  the  captains  look  to't. — Now,  fir. 
What  have  you  dream'd,  of  late,  of  this  war's  pur- 
pbfe  ? 
iSooth.  *  Laft  night  the  very  gods  fhewM   me  a 
vifion  : 
(I  faft,  and  pVay'd,  for  their  intelligence)   Thus:— 
i  faw  Jove*s  bird,  the  Roman  eagle,  wing'd 
From  the  fpyngy  fouth  to  this  part  of  the  weft, 
.There  vanilh'd  in  the  fun-beams :  which  portends, 
{Unlefs  my  fins  abufe  my  divination) 
Succefs  to  the  Roman  hoft.    ' 

♦  Lafi  nigh  the  very  geds  Jhpw^d  me  a  vifion ;]  The  'very  gods 
may,  mdejpd,  fignify  the  gods  themfelves  immediately,  and  not 
by  the  intervention  of  other  agents  or  inftruments  ;  yet  1  am  per- 
.fuaded  the  reading  is  corrupt,  and  that  Sl^akefpeare  wrote, 

Laft  night,  the  w^rry  god?— - 
Warey  here  fignifying  animadverting ^  forewarning^  ready  to  give 
notice  I  not,  as  in  its  more  ufual  meaning,  cantious^  referved. 

Warburton. 
Of  this  meaning  J  know  not  any  example,  nor  do  1  fee  anv 
»ccd  of  aUer^tion.    It  was  no  common  dream,  tfJt  fent  from  the 
v^O'  ^^^>  or  tlic  gods  themfelves,    Johnson^ 

U  4  .  Dft^ 
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Luc.  Dream  often  fo. 
And  never  falfe,-^ — Soft,  ho  !  what  trunk  iS  here. 
Without  his  top  ?  'The  ruin  fpeaks,  that  fometioic 
It  was.  a.  worthy  building* — How  !  ^  a  page  !— — 
Or  dead,  or  fleeping  on  him  ?  But  dead,  rather : 
For  nature  doth  abhor  to  make  his  bed 
With  the  defundt,  or  lleep  upon  the  dead, — 
Let's  fee  the  boy'^s.  face.  •        ' 

Cap.  He  is  alive,  my  lord. 

Ijcc.  He'll  then  inftrudt  us  of  this  body. — Young 
one. 
Inform  uf  of  thy  fortunes ;  for,  it  feems. 
They  crave  to  be  demanded  :  Who  is  this. 
Thou  mak*ft  thy  bloody  pillow  ?  Or  *  who  was  he. 

That, 


•W/6^    ^VJOS     hCy 


That^  othertxjtje  than  noble  nature  did, 

.  Hath  altered  that  ^ood  pi^ure? ]     The  editor,  Mr. 

Theobald,  cavils  at  this  pauagc.  He  fays,  it  is  far  from  bemg  ' 
JiriMly  grammatical\  and  yet,  what  is'lfraiige^  he  fobjoios  ap>- 
raphrafe  of  his  own,  which  (hews  it  to  be  JlriHly  grammaticd: 
**  For,  fays  he,  the  QDnftru<5lion  of  thefe  words  is  this  :  who  hath 
alter'd  that  good  pidure  6therwife  than  nature  alter*d  it  ?'*  I  fup- 
pofe  then  this  editor's  meaning  was,  that  the^  grammatical  con- 
iirudtion  would  not  conform  to  the  fenfe  ;  for  a  bad  writer,  like  a 
bad  man,  generally  fays  one  thing  and  meana  another*  He  fub« 
joining,  "  Shakefpeare  deiigned  to  fay  (if  the  text  be  genuine) 
Who  hath  alter'd  that  good  pidure  from  what  noble  nature  at  firft 
made  it  ?"  Here  again  he  is  miftaken ;  Shakefpeare  meant,  like 
a  plain  man,  juft  as  htJpoke\  and  as  our  editor  firft  paraphrafed 
him,  Who  hath  altered  that  good  pi<^ure  otherwife  than  nature 
altered  it  >  And  the  folution  of  the  difficulty  in  this  fentiment, 
which  fo  much  perplexed  him,  is  this  :  the  fpeaker  fees  a  young 
man  without  a  head,  and  confequently  much  Jhdrtcn^din  ffcature  ; 
on  which  he  breaks  out  into  this  exclamation :  Who  hath  altered 
this  good  form,  by  making  it  Ihorter  ;  To  contrary  to  the  pradHcc 
of  nature,  which  by  yearly  accelTion  of  growth  alters  it  by  mak- 
ing it  taller?  No  occafion  then  for  the^editor  to  change  did inio 
hidy  with  an  allufion  to  the  command  againft  murder;  which  then 
flioqld  have  been  yj>r^/Vinflead  of  3/V/.     War  bur  ton*. 

Here  are  many  words  upon  a  very  flight  debate.  The  fenfe  is 
uot  much  cleared  by  either  critic.  The  queflion  is  alked,  not 
about  a  hody^  but  ^piBure^  which  is  not  very  apt  to  grow  fhorter 
pjr  longer.    To  'do  a  pidture,  and  a  pidture  is  well  done\  ar^ftenti- 

'  '  ing 
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Thar,  othenvifc  than  noble  nature  did. 
Hath  altered  that  goed  pifture  ?  What's  thy  intcreft 
In  this  fad  wreck  ?  How  came;  it  ?  Who  is  it  ? 
What  art  thou? 

Imo.  I  am  nothing  :  or  if  noj. 
Nothing  to  be  were  bettor.    This  was  my  matter, 
A  very  valiant  Bfiton,  and  a  goodi 
That  here  by  mountaineers  lies  flain  :— Alas  f 
There  are  no  more  fuch  mailers :  I  may  wander 
From  caft  to  ojccident,  cry  out  for  fervice,      ^ 
Try  many,  all  good,  ferve  truly,  never 
Find  iuch  another  matter.. 

Luc.  'Lack,,  good  youth !  '     • 

Thou  mov'tt*  no  lefs  with  thy  complaining,  than   , 
Thy  matter  in  bleeding  :  Say  .his  name,  good  fVietjd; 

Imo*  ^  Richard  du*  Champ.  If  I  do  lye,  and  do 
No  harm  by  ir^,  though  the  gods  hear,  1  hope  l^dc. 
They'll  pardon  it.     bay  you,  fir  ? 

Luc.  Thy  naixie  > 

Imo.  Fidde,  fir. 

Lucs  Th6u  doft  approve  thyfelf  the  very  fame  : 
Thy  name  well  fits  thy  faith  ;  thy  faith,  thy  nante.  * 
Wilt  take  thy  chance  with  me  ?  I  will  not  fay. 
Thou  Ihalt  be  fo  well  mattered ;  but,  be  furc, 

ing  phrafes ;  the  qiieftion  therefore  is,  Who  has  altered  this  pic- 
ture, fo  as  to  make  it  othertirife  than  nature  ^«/.it.    Johnson. 

Olivia  fpeaking  of  her  own  beauty  as  of  a  piSJturty  afks  Viola  if 
it  "  is  not  well  ^oiu  ?"     Steevens. 

^'Richard du  Champ.-^^ — ^]  Shakefpeare  jvas  indebted  for  his 
modern  names  (which  fometimes  arc  mixed  with  ancient  ones)  as 
well  as  his  anachronifms,  to  the  fafhionable  novels  of  his  time. 
In  a  collection  of  ftories,  entitled  A  Pitite  Palace  of  Pettie  bis 
Pkafure^  1^7^)  I  &<1  the  fotbwmg  circumflances  of  ignorance 
and  abfurdity.  In  the  ftory  of  the  Horatii  and  the  Curiatii,  the 
Toaring  of  cannons  is  mentioned.  Cephahis  and  Frocris  are  faid  to 
be  of  the  court  of  Venice ;  and  *'  that  her  father  ivr ought  fo  with 
the  dukfy  that  this  Cephaluswasfent  poft  in  amhaffage  to  the  Tmrke. 
^ — Eriphile,  after  the  death  of  her  hulband  Amphiarau«,  {the 
TJjehan  prophet)  calling  to  mind  the  affedtion  wherein  Z>««/;|(/0r- 
imio  was  drowned  towards  her,"  &c.  &c.    Steevens. 

No 
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No  IcTs  beloved.     The  Roman  emperor's  letters, 
;nt  by  a.wnful  to  me,„lliould  pot  fooner 
'han  thiae  own  worth  prefer  thee  :  Go  with  me* 

Imo.  Fli  fo]ljF>  fir-  But,  firft,  an't  pleafe  the  gods, 
1^11  hide  my  niafter  frpm  the  flies,  as  deep 
As  7  thefe  poor  pick-'axes  can  dig :  and  when 
With  wild  wooa-kaves  awl  wee^s  I  Jiayp  ftrewM  Jil$ 

grave. 
And -oji  it  iai4  a  century  of  pray er$. 
Such  as  1  can,  twice  o'er,  ill  weep,  and  figh  j 
And,  leaving  fo  his  fervice,  follow  you^ 
So  pleafe  you  entertain  me.  •  . 

Luc.  Ay>  good  youth  j 
And  rather  ffi^ther  the,e,  thaii  njafter  the?.— 
MyJxknds^  "  '  \  . 

Th^  boy  hajth  jtayght  us.  manly  duties  :  Let  us 

jFind  pyt^the  prettieft  daizy'd  plot  we  can, 

An^  make  him  with  our  pikes  and  partizans 

A  grave  :  Come,  *  arm  bim, — Boy,  he  is  preferr'S 

By  thee  to  us ;  and  he  Ihall  be  interred. 

As  fcldiers  can.     Be  cheajrful  j  .wipe  thine  eyes : 

S9me  falls  arp  means  the  happier  to  arif^.     [^ExenfJt* 

SCENE    III. 

4 

^  Cynibeline^s  palace* 
EnterXlymbelme,  Lords,  and  Ptfanw. 

CyntK  Again ;  and  bring  me  word,  how  'tis  with 
her. 

A  fever 

*thefe  poor  pici-axiS'-'-'^']     Meaning  h^  fingers. 

JOHNSOM. 

•arm  htm,  ■      ]     That  is,  Take  him  up  in  your  arms* 

•   Hakmsr* 
9  Cymheline^s  palace^']     This  fccne  is  omitted  again ll  all  autho- 
rity by  fir  T.  Hanmer.     It  is  indeed  of  no  great  ufe  in  the  progrcfs 
of  the  fa;ble,  yet  it  makes  a  regular  preparatibh  foi:  the  next  a^. 

•     •       -    '      •    Johnson. 

"^  The 


,,  ^• 
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A  fever  with  the  abfence  of  her  foh ; .  » 

A  madneft,    of   which   her '  life's    in   danger 

Heavens^ 

How  deeply  you  at  once  do  touch  me  !  Imogen,   '  ' 
The  great  part  of  my  comfort,  gone  ;  my  cjueeii  ' 
Upon  a  defoerate  bed ;  and  in  a  time 
When  fearful  y/ars  point  at  me :  lier  fon  gone. 
So  needful  for  this  prefent :  It  ftrikes  me,  paft 
Tjie  hope  of  comfort.— But  for  thee,  fellow. 
Who  needs  muft  know  of  her  departure,  and 
Doft  feem  fo  ignorant,  we*ll  enforce  it  from  thee 
By  a  fharp  torture.  i     ' 

Pif.  Sir,  my  life  is  yours, 
I  humbly  fet  it  at  your  will :  But,  for  my  miftrefs, 
I  nothing  know  where  Ihe  remains,  why  gone. 
Nor  when  Ihe  purpofesTeturn.    'Befeech  your  higHf 

nefs,    . 
Hold*  me  your  loyal  fervant. 

h^rd.  Gdod  my  liege. 
The  day  that  Ihe  was  mifEng,  he  was  here :  • 

I  dare  be  bound  he's  true,  and  Ihall  perform 
All  parts  of  his  fubjqftion  loyally.     For  Cloten,— 
There  wants  no  diligence  in  feeking  him, 
'  And  will,  no  doubt,  be  found. 

Cym.  The  time  is  troublefome ; 
We'll  flip  you  for  a  feafon;  but  *  ourjealoufy  [To  Pif. 
Poes  yet  depend. 

The  h6X  is,  that  fi»  Thomas  Hacmer  has  tnferted  this  fuppofed 

5miiHon  as  the  eighth  fcen<p  of  ad  JII.  The  fcene  which  ia  Dr. 
ohnfon's  firft  edition  is  the  eighth  of  a6l  llh  is  printed  in  a  fmall 
letter  under  it  |o  ]H[aQmer's»  on  a  fuppoiitign  that  it  was  fpurious. 
In  this  ii^^reffion  it  is  the  third  fcene  bfad  IV.  and, that  which  in 
Johnfon  18  the  eighth  fcene  of  ad  IV.  is  in  this  the  feventh  fcene. 

Steevens. 

'  AaJ wWlf ]    I  think  it  (hould  be  read ; 

'jAnd  /?^V/,— Steevens. 

*  ■  '    our  jealoufy 

Does  yet  dependJ\  '  My  fnfpicion  is  yet  undetermined ;  if  I  do 
not  condemn  you,  I  likewife  have  not  acquitted  you.  Wc  now 
&Jf  the  cati/e  is  defending^     JoHNSON. 

'•/   ■  Loi'd* 
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.      Lord.  So  plcafe  your  maj-eftyi  -- 
The  itoman  legions,  all  from  G^Uhi  drawit,. 
Are  landed  on  your  coaft ;  with  a  fupply 
Of  Ri:>jiian  gentlexncn,  by  the  fcnate  fent. 

Cym.  Now  for  the  cbunfel  of  my  fon,  and  queen  i  -* 
I  am  amazU  with,  matter  ^     ,     :    - 
^  Lord.  Good  my  liege,  •  * : 

*  Your  preparation  can  affront  no  lefs 
Than  what  you  hear  of :  come  more,  for  mpreyoVrc 

ready : 
The  want  is,  but  to  put  thefe  powers  in  nation. 
That  long  to  move.    ^  .        •  -    * 

Cym.  I  thank  you :  Let's  withdraw ; 
Arrd  meet  the  time^,  as  it  feek,s  us.    We  fe?r  sot 
What  can  from  Italy  annoy  ui ;  but       '  • 
,Wc  grieve  at  chaqces  here.— — Aw^y.  [Exemt, 

Tif  ^  I  heard  no  letter  from  my  mafteif,  fince 
I  wrote  him,  Imogen  was  flain :  'Tis  ftrange :' 
Nor  hc;^r  I  from  my  miftrefs,  who  did  promife 
,  To  yield  me  often  tidings  :  Neither  know  I 
What  is  betid  to  Cloten  ;  but  remain 
Perplexed  in  ail.     Thevheavens  ftill  muft  work : 
Wherein  I  am  falfc*  I  am  honeft ;  not  true,  to  be  true. 
Thefe  prefent  wars  ftiall  find  I  love*  my  country, 
Even  *  to  thejiote  o'  the  king,-  or  I'll  fall  in  then». 
•All,JDther  doubts,  by  time  let  them  be  cleared  : 
Fortune  brings  in  iome  boats,  that  are  not  fteer'd. 

[Exit. 


*  lam  amaz'd  ihizh  matter. J    u  e.  confounded  by  variety  of 
bufinefs.    St e evens. 

♦  Tour  preparation  &c,]     Your  forces  are  able  to  face  fuch  an 
army  as  we  hear  the  enemy  will  bring  againft:  wi.    Johnson. 

*  /  heard  no  letter -r^  ]  '  T  fuppofe  we  fliould  read  with  Hanni«r, 

pfve  had  no  letter.  ■  Steevens. 

Perhaps,  **  I  heard  no/^/<?r."    Mus grave. 

•  ,0^^^to  the  note  o*  the  kingy  -^ —  ]     I  will  fo  diftinguifh  myfelf, 
theking fliall  remark  my  valpur.    Johnson. 

SC.EN^ 
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SCENE      IV, 

Before  the  can>e^      •        ^  • 

JEtf/^  SelariuSy  Guiderius,  mi  Arviragus.  '  • 

Quid.  The  noife.is  round  about  lis. 

Bel.  Let  us  from  it.  • 
.  ArO.  What  pleafufe,  fir,  find  we  in  life^  to  lock  iC 
From  aftioh  and  adventure  >  . 

Guid.  Nay,  what  hopfe 
Have  we  in  hiding  us  ?.  this  way,  the  Romans 
Muft  or  for  Briton!^  flay  us ;  or  receive  us 
For.barbarous  and  unnatural  revolts 
During  their»ufe,.  and  flay  us  after,    . 

Bet.  Sons, 
We'll  higher  to  the  mountains ;  there  fecure  us#  ^ 
To  the  king*8  party  there*s  no  going  :  newnefs  ^ 

Of  Cloten's  death  (we  being  not  known,  nor  mufter'd 
Among  the  bauds)  may  drive  us  to  ^  a  render 
Where  we  have  liv'd ;  and  fo  extort  from  us  that 
Which  we  have  done,  *  whofe  anfwer  would  be  death 
Drawn  on  with  torture.    •  •         • 

Quid. .  This  is,  fir,  a  doubt. 
In  fuch  a  time,  'nothing  becoming  you,       .  * 

Nor  fatisfying  us.     ,     •  •.  ' 

Aw.  It  is  not  likely. 
That  when  they  hear  the  Rpman  horfes  neigh. 
Behold  '  their  quartered  fires,  have  both  their  eyes 


•  * 


^4  nader 


Where,  w  have  V/vVj'*— ]    An  aecoiint  of  our  place  of 
sibode.    This  4iaiogue  i$  a  jufi:  rcprefeotation  of  the  fuperfluous 
caution  of  an  old  man.     Johnson. 
Render  is  ufcd  in  a-  fimilar  fenfe  in  Tzman^  a6i  V.  ♦ 

**  And  fends  us  forth  to  make  their  forrow?d  render/* 

Stejivbns, 

• who/e  an/wer — ]  *  The  retaliation  of  the  death  of  Clofien 

would  be  deat/jf  &c.     Johnson. 

't^eir  quartcr'd  ^r«,  —  ]    Their  fires  regularly  difpofed. 

Johnson. 

And 
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And  cars  fo  cloy*d  importantly  as  now, 

TKat  they  will  wafte  their  time  upon  ojjr  note^ 

To  know  from  whence  we  are. 

BeL  O,  I  am  known 
Of  many  in  the  army  :  many  years. 
Though  Cloten  then  but  young,  you  fecf;  not  woit 

him  • 

From  my  remembrance.     And,  befides,  the  king 
Haih  not  deferv*d  my  fervice,  nor  your  loves  ; 
Who  find  in  my  exile  the  want  of  breeding. 
The  certainty  of  this  hard  life  ;  aye  hopelefs 
To  have  the  courtefy  your  cradle  promised. 
But 'to  be  ftill  hot  fummer's  tanliijgs,  and 
The  Ihrinking  flaves  of  winter. 

Gtiid.  Than  be  fo,' 
Better  to  ceafe  to  be.     Pray,  fir,  to  the  army : 
I  and  my  brother  are  riot  known ;  yourfelf. 
So  out  of  thought,  and  thereto  fo  o'er-grown, 
CanncJt  be  queftionM. 
•    4rv^  By  this  fun  that  Ihines, 
I'll  thither :  What  thing  is  it,  that  I  never 
Did  fee  man  die  ?  fcarce  ever  looked  on  blood. 
But  that  of  coward  hares,  hot  goats,  and  venifon  ? 
Never  beflrid  a  horfe,  fave  one,  that  had 
A  rider  like  myfelf,  who  ne'er  wore  rowel 
Nor  iron  on  his  heel  ?  1  arii  alham'd 
To  look  upon  the  holy  fun,  to  have 
The  benefit  of  his  bleft  beams,  remaining 
So  long  ajpoor  unknowrt. 

Guia.  By  Jieavens,  FU  go  : 
If  you  willblefs  me,  fir,  and  give  me  leave, 
ril  take  the  better  care ;  but  if  you  will  not. 
The  hazard  therefore  due  fall  on  me,  by; 
The  hands  of  Romans ! 
Jrv.  So  fay  I ;  Amen. 
BeL  No  reafon  I,  fince  of  your  lives  you  (tt 
So  flight  a  valuation,  fliould  refcrve 
My  crack'd  one  to  n\ore  care.  Have  with  you, boys: 


r^" 
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* 

If  in  your  country  wars  you  chance  to  die. 
That  is  my  bed  too,  lads,  arid  there.  FU  lie : 
Lead,,  lead.— The  time  (eems  long;   their  bk>od 
thinks  fcorn,  [^i^iJe. 

Till  it  fly  out,  and  Ihew  them  princes  bom. 

lExeunt, 


.  A   C   T     V.      S  C  E  N  E    I. 

ji  field,  between  the  Britijh  and  Roman  camps ^ 

Enter  Pofihumus,  with  a  '  bloody  handkerchief.     • ' 

Toft.  *  Yea,  bloody  cloth,  I'll  keep  thee ;  for  I 
wilh'd  ' 
Thou  IhouJd'fl:  be  colour'd  thu^.    You  married  ones. 
If  each  of  you  would  take  this  courfe,  how  many 
Muft  murder  wives  much  better  than  theitifelves 


■  ■  hlcody  handkerchief.'\  The  bloody  token  of  Imogen's 

death,  which  Pilanio  in  the  toregoipg  a6t  determined  to  (end. 

JoH^rsoN. 

*  Teay  bloody  clothy  Sec]  This  is  a  foliloquy  of  nature,  utter- 
ed when  the  effervefcence  of  a  mind  agitated  and  perturbed  fpon- 
taneouily  and  inadvertently  difcharges  itfelf  in  words.  The 
ipeech,  throughout  all  its  tenor,  if  the  laft  conceit  be  Excepted, 
fccms  to  ilTue  warm  from  the  heart.  He  firft  condemns  his  own 
violence ;  then  tries  to  difburden  himfelf,  by  imputing  part  of  the 
crime  to  Pifanio ;  ha  next  fooths  his  mind  to  ^n  artificial  and  mo- 
mentary tranquillity,  by  trying  to  thipk  that  he  has  been  only  an 
inftrumcnt  ofthe  gods  for  the  happinefs  of  Imogen.  He  is  now 
grown  reafonable  enough  to  determine,  that  having  done  fo  much 
evil,  he  will  do  no  more  ;  that  he  will  not  fight  againft  the  coun- 
try which  he  has  already  injured  ;  but  a$  life  is  not  longer  fup- 
portable,  he  will  die  in  a  juft  caufe,  and  die  with  the  obfcurlty  of 
a  man  who  does  not  think  himfelf  worthy  to  be  remembered.  * 

JoHNSON^. 

y  -.!■  .  ■"■  /  '•xiJIj^J]     The  old  cppy  reads — /  am  w/j^V. 

ST£.£V£NS« 

For 
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For  wrying  but  a  little  *  ?^ — O,  Fifank) ! 
Every  good  fervant  does  not  all  commands : 
'No  bond,  but  to  do  juft  ones.^— Gods !  if  you 
Should  have  ta'en  vengeance pn  ray  faults,  I  never 
Had  liv'd  *  to  put  on  this :  fo  had  you  faved 
The  noble  Imogen  to  repept ;  and  ftruck 
Me,  wretch,  more  worth  your  vengeance.  But,  alack, 
YoU  fnatch  fome  hence  for  little  faults ;  that^s  love, 
^Tp  have  thepi  fall  no  more  :  you  fome  permit 
*To  fecond  ills  witb  ills,  *  each  elder  worfe ; 
7  And  make  them  dread  it,  to  the  doers'  thrift. 

But 

♦  Far  wryiBg  kut  f  little  ^— ^— ]  This  uncommon  verb  is  like- 
wife  ufed  by  Stanyhurft  in  the  third  book  of  his  tranilation  of  Vir- 
gil* 1582:  . 

««  ■    ,1        the  may  Iters  ivrye  the  ▼cflcls/* 
Again,  in  Daniel's  Cleopatra^  1599^ 

**' in  her  finking  down,  fhe  wry,^i 

**  The  diadem.  "    Steevens. 

5  ^.^  to  put  on^'-^'}     Is  to  incite  J  to  injiigate.     JoHNSOJf. 
So,  in  Macbeth:        *'     »  the  powers  above, ' 

•*  Put  on  their  inftruments.'^ 

•  "-"^each  elder  'Wor/e;'\  For  this  reading  all  the- later  editors 
have  contentedly  taken,  , 

■    ■     ■  each  worfe  than  other ; 
without  enquiries  whence  they  have  received  it.    Yet  they  knew, 
or  might  know,  that  it  has  no  authority.    The  original  copy 
reads, 

each  elder  worfe ; — 
•  The  laft  deed  is  certainly  not  the  oldeft,  butShakefpeaie  calls  the 
deed  of  an  elder  man  an  elder  deed.    J  o  h  n  son  • 

— eaci?  elder  ivor/e  ;]  i.  e.  where  corruptions  are,  they  grow  with 
years,  and  the  oldefl  (inner  is  the  greatell.  Voir,  Gods,  permit 
fome  to  proceed  in  iniquity,  and  the  older  fuch  are,  the  moK 
their  crime.    Tollet. 

7  Jlftd  make  them  dread  it,  ^  to  the  doers*  thrifi^"]     The  diviniiy- 
.  fchools  have  not  furnifhed  jufler  obfervations  on  the  condu^of 
.  Providence,  than  Pofthumus  gives  us  here  in  his  private  reflec- 
tions.   You  gods,  fays  he,  ad  in  a  di&rent  manner  with  your 
difiecent  creatures ; 

You  fnatch  fome  hence  for  little  faults ;  that's  love,     . 
To  have  them  fall  no  more.- 
Others,  fays  eur  poet,  you  pennit  to  live  on,  to  multiply  and  in* 
creafe  in  crimes ; 

And  make  them  dread  it ^  to  the  doers'  thrift. 

Ho 
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feut  Imogen  is  your  own  :  "  Do  your  bell  wills. 
And  make  me  bleft  to  obey ! — I  am  brought  hither 
Among  the  Italian  gentry>  and  to  fight 
Againft  my  lady's  kingdom  :  'Tis  enough 
That,  Britain,  I  have  kiird  thy  miftrefs ;  peace ! 
Ill  give  no^  wound  to  thee.   Therefore,  good  heavens. 
Hear  patiently  my  purpofe :'  Til  difrobe  me 
Of  thefe  Italian  wceds^  and  fuit  myfelf 

Here  U  a  relative  without  an  antecedent  fubflaritive ;  which  it  ft 
breach  of  grammar*     We  lAuft  certainly  rea4 : 

And  make  them  dreaded^  to  the  doers*  thrift. 
i«  e*  others  you  permit  to  aggravate  one  crime  with  more  ;  Which 
enormities  not  only  make  them  revered  and  dreaded,  but  turn  in 
bcher  kinds  to  their  advantage.  Dignity,  refped,  and  profit,  ac* 
true  to  them  froto  crimes  committed  with  impunity.  Theobald. 
This  emendation  is  followed  by  Hanmer.  Dr.  Warburton 
reads,  I  know  nbt  whether  by  the  printer^s  negligence. 

And  hiake  them  dread^  to  the  doers^  thrift. 
There  feems  to  be  no  very  fati&fa^^ory  fenfe  yet  offered.    I  read, 
but  with  hedtation. 

And  make  them  deeded^  to  the  doors'  thrift. 
The  word  i^JirJ' Iknow  not  indeed  where  to  find;  but  Shake* 
fpeaie  has,  in  another  fenfe,  undeeded  in  Macbeth : 

«i  ■  -_—  rtiy  fword 

"  I  {heath  again  undeededk***     '  <■ 
I  will  try  again,  atidread  thus : 

others  you  permit 

To  fecond  ills  with  ills,  each  other  wOrfe, 

And  make  them  trade  //,  to  the  doers'  thrifti 
Trade  and  thrift  correfpond.    Our  author  plays  with  trade ^  as  it 
fignifies  a  lucrative  vocation,  or  a  frequent  practice*    So  Ifabella 
fays : 

**  Thy  fin*8,  not  accidental,  but  a  traded*  Johnson. 
However  ungrammatical,  I  believe  the  old  reading  is  the  true 
one.  To  make  them  dread  it  is  to  make  them  fcrfruere  in  the  ccm* 
migiim  of  dreadful  aliens.  Dr.  Johnfon  has  obferved  on  a  pafTage 
in  Hamlet,'  that  Pope  and  Rowe  hare  not  refufed  this  mode  of 
fpetking : "  Tofinmr  it  ox  faint  //"-.^and  *«  to  coy  it." 

S  TEE  YENS. 

" Do  your  beft  w///i, 

And  make  me  hleft  t*  ohey  /— -  ]    So  the  copies.     It  was  mote 
in  the  manner  of  our  author  to  have  written, 

- —  Do  your  hleft  wills. 

And  make  mt  bleft  t'  obey.——    Johnsok. 

Vol.  IX  X  As 


1 
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As  docs  a  Briton  peafant :  fo  1*11  fight 
Againft  the  part  1  come  with  }  fo  1*11  d% 
For  thee,  O  Imogen,  even  for  whom  my  life 
Is,  every  breath,  a  death  :  and  thus,  unkndwn^ 
Pity'd  nor  hated,  tp  the  face  of  peril 
Myfelf  ril  dedicate.     Let  me  make  men  knbw 
More  valour  in  me  than  my  habits  Ihow.  * 
,Gods,  put  the  ftrength  o' the  Leonati  in  me ! 
To  fliame  the  guife  o'  the  world,  I  will  begin 
The  falhion,  lefs  without,  and  more  within.    [EttV. 

S  C  E  N  E,   II. 

Enter  LiUcius^  lachima,  and  the  Roman ,  army  at  one 
door ;  and  the  Britijb  army  at  another  ;  Leonatm 
Pq/thumus  following  it  like  a  poor  foldier.  Th\ 
march  over^  and  go  out.  Then  enter  again  injkirmi) 
lachinto  and  Pojihumus  :  Jh  vqnqmjheth  and  difarmeth 
lachimoj  and  then  leaves  him* 

*    lach.  The  heavinefs,  and  guilt,  within  my  bofom 

Takes  off  ipy  manhood  :  I  have  bely'd  a  lady. 

The  princcfs  of  this  country,  and  the  air  on't 

Revengingly  enfeebles  me ;  Or  could  this  carle  *, 

A  very  drudge  of  nature's,  have  fubdu'd  me. 

In  my  profeflion  ?  Knighthoods  and  honours,  borne 

As  I  weir  mine,  are  titles  but  of  fcorn. 

If 'that  thy  gentry,  Britain,  go  before 

This  lout,  as  he  exceeds  our  lords,  the  odds 

Is,  that  we  fcarce  are  men,  and  you  are  gods,  [£nV, 


*  fjjis  carle,]     Carte  is  ufed  by  our  old  writers  in  oppo- 

fition  to  a  gentleman.    See  the  poem  of  yohn  the  Reeve. 

Percy. 
Carlot  IS  a  word  of  the  fame  fignification,  and  occurs  in  our  au- 
thor's As  you  like  it,     Again^  yi  an  ancient  interlude  or  morali^^ 
^printed  by  Raflcll,  without  title  or  date, 

**  A  carlys  fonne,  brought  up  of  nought.*' 
The  thought  feems  to  have  been  iniitated  in  Pbilajten 

.*•  The  eods  take  part  againit  rtte ;  could  this  bc^r 
*  Have^eld  me  thus  elfe  ?'*    Steetens, 

•       tht 
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the  battle  continues ;  the  Britons fy ;  CytnheUne  is  takftt : 
then  enter  to  his  refcue^  Belarius,  Guideriusi^  and 
Arviragus.  - 

Bel.  Stand,  ftand !  We  have  the  advantage  of  the 
ground ; 
The  lane  is  guarded  :  iiothing  routs  us,  but 
The  villainy  of  our  fears. 

Guid.  Arv.,  Stand,  ftand,  and  fight ! 

Enter  Pofthumus^  and  feconds  the  Britons.    They  re/ctfi 

.    CymMine,  and  Exeunt.    • 
Then^  enter  Lucius,  lachimo,  and  Imogen. 

'    Luc.  Away,  boy,  from  the  troops,  ahdfavethy-i 

felf: 
For  friends  kill  friends,  and  the  diforder's  fuch 
As  war  were  hood-^ink'd. 

lach.  *Tis  their  frclh  fupplies. 

Luc.  It  is  a  day  turn'd  ftrangely :  Or  betimes 
Let's  re-inforce,  or  fly •  [Exeunt. 

SCENE     IXL 

jinother  part  of  the  field. 

Enter  Pofihumus,  arJaBritiJh  Lord. 

Lord.  Cam'ft  thou  from  where  they  made  the  ftarid  ? 

P^.  I  did  :^ 
Though  you,  it  feems,  come  from  the  fliers,. 

Lord.  I  did, 

Pqft.  No  blame  be  to  you,  fir ;  for -all  Was  loft. 
But  that  the  heavens  fought :  The  king  himfelf 
Of  his  wings  deftitute,  the  army  broken. 
And  but  the  backs  of  Britons  feen,  all  flying 
Through  a  fti*ait  lane ;  the  enemy  full-hearted. 
Lolling  the  tongue  with  flaughtering,  having  work 
More  plentiful  than  tools  to  do't,  ftruck  down    ' 

-  X  2  Some 
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Some  mortally,  fome  llightly  touched,  fome  fallirfg 
Merely  through  fear ;  that  the  ftrait  pafs  was  damm^ 
With  dead  men,  hurt  behiad,  and  cowards  living 
To  die  with  lengthened  ihame. 
.  Lord.  Where  was  this  lane  ? 
Poji.  Clofe  by  the  battle,  ditch'd,  and  wall'd!  «rith 
turf; 
Which  gave  adVaiitage  to  aft  ancient  foldier,^ — >     \ 
An  honeft  one,  I  warrant ;  who  deferv'd 
So  long  a  breeding,  as  his  white  bear4 'came  to. 
In  doing  this  for  his  country  ;— atKwart  the  lane. 
He,  with  two  ftriplings,  (lads  more  like  to  run 
♦  The  country  bafe,  than  to  commit  fuch  flaughter; 
With  faces  fit  for  malks,  or  rather  fairer 
Than  thofe  ^  for  preferVation  cas'd,  or  fliame) 

Made 

3  Clofe  hy  the  hattkj  &c.]  The  (topping  of  the  Roman  army  by 
three  perfons,  is  an  alluiion  to  the  iloryof  the  Hays,  as  related  by 
Holinlhed  in  his  Hiftory  of  Scotland^  p.  155  :  **  There  was  neere 
to  the  place  of  the  battell,  a  long  lane  fenfed  on  the  ftdes  with 
.  ditches  and  walks  made  of  turfe,  through  the  which  the  Scats 
which  Hed  were  beaten  downe  by  the  enemies  on  heapes. 

*'  Here  Haie  with  his  fonnes  fuppofing'  they  might  bell  ftale 
the  6ght,  placed  themfelves  overthwart  the  lane,  beat  them  backe 
whom  they  met  fieeing,  and  fpared  neither  friend  nor  fo ;  but 
downe  they  went  all  fuch  as  came  within  their  reach,  wherewith 
divers  bardie  perfonages  cried  unto  their  fellowcs  to  returne  backe 
unto  the  battell,  &c," 

,  It  appears  from  Peck's  JVmu  Memoirs  Csfr.   article  88,  that 
Milton  mtended  to  have  written  a  play  on  this  fubjed. 

'      MUS  GRAVE. 

♦  The  country  hafe^'-^^l  u  e.  A  ruftic  game  q^Xl^d prifon^han^ 
X}x\^r\y  prifon-hafe.    So,  mt\\t  Trageify  tfHoffman^  163X/ 

**  ni  run  a  little  courfe 

*f  At  hafe  or  barley-break  ** 

Again,  in  t\it  Antipodes^  1638  : 

*"       ■    my  men  can  run  at  hafe  J** 
Again,  in  the  30th  Song  of  Drayton's  Polyolhion: 

"  At  hood-wink,  barley -brake,  at  tick,  or  prifon-haft^' 
iVgain,  in  Spehfer's  Fairy  ^eetiy  B.  5.  c,  8. 

^*  So  ran  they  all  as  they  had  been  at  haceJ'*    STB:ETEifSi 
5  .     ■        ff^r  prefervation  tias^d^  or  ihame)  ]     Shame  for  roo- 
icfty.'*  WAR-BuaroN. 

Sir 
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Made  good  the  paflage  ;  cry*d  to  thofe  that  fled. 

Our  Britain* s  harts  die fiyingy  tfot  our  men  : 

to  darknefsjleety  fouls  that  fly  backwards  !  Stand ; 

Or  we  are  Romans^  and'wi^ give  you  that 

Ukebei^Sj  which  you  Jhtin  beqfily  i  andmu^fave^ 

But  to  look  back  in  frown :  ftandy  fiand. — Thefe  three, 

Three  thoufand  confident,  in  a^  as  many, 

(For  three  performers  are  the  file,  when  all 

The  reft  do  nothing)  with  this  word,  fiand^  ftand^ 

Accommodated  by  the  place,  more  charming 

With  their  own  noblenefs,  (which  could  Irave  turned 

A  diftaiF  to  a  lance)  gilded  pale  looks. 

Part,  ihame,  part,  fpirit  renewed ;  that  fome,  tum'd 

cawaf*d 
But  by  example  (O, .  a  fin  in  war, 
Damn'd  in  the  firft  beginners !)  'gan  to  look 
The  way  that  they  did,  and  to  grin  like  lions 
Upon  the  pikes  o'  the  hunters.     Then  began 
A  ftbp  i'the  chafer,  a  retire  ;  anon, 
*  A  rout,  confufion  thick :  Forthwith,  they  fly 
Chickens,  the  way  which  they  ftoop'd  eagles ;  flave$. 
The  ftrides  they,  viftors  made :  And  now  our  cowards, 
(Like  fragments  in  hard  voyages,  became 
The  j[if/5  o'the  neec))  having  found  the  back-door  open 

^i^  7.  Hanmer  reads  the  pafTage  thus ; 

Thajii  fome  for  prefer vation  cas'd . 

for  Jbame^ 

Make  good  the  pqffag^y  cryM  to  tboie  that  fled, 

Our  Britain's  harts  die  flying,  &c« 
Theobald's  reddipg  is  right.    Jo  h  n  s  o  n • 

^  A  r^uty  confufion  thick ;— —  ]  '^^i*  >.•  read  as  if  it  was  a  fhUk 
m^ufion^  and  only  anotj^r  berip  for  ro^t:  whereas  confitfion-thick 
fliould  be'  read  thus,  lyith  an  hyphen,  and  is  a  very  beautiful 
compound  epithet  to  rout*  £ut  Shakefpeare's  flne  didiop  i$  not  a 
little  obfcured  throughout  bv  thus  disfiguring  his  compouiid  ad* 
jciSHves.    Warburton. 

}  do  not  fee  what  great  addition  is  made  tofne  di^ioif  by  this 
eompqund.  |s  it  not  as  natural  to  enforce  the  prii)cipal  event  in. 
fk  ilor^  by  repetition,  as  to  ^Ql^rgc  t^ie  pri/)cipal  jBgUfQ  m  a  pi^ure  ? 

X3       ;       ^       Of 
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«        • 

Of  the  unguarded  hearts.  Heavens,  how  they  wou&dt 
Some,  flain  before.;  fomq,  dying ;  fome,  their  friends 
O*er-borne  i*  the  former  wave  :  ten,  chacM  hf  one. 
Are  now  each  one  the  llaughtet»-man  of  twenty  : 
Thofe,  that  would  die  or  ere  refift,  are  grown 
The  mortal  ^  bugs  o'  the  field. 

Lord.  This  was  ftrange  chante  : 
A  narrow  lane !  an  old  man,  and  two  boys  I 

Pq/i.  *  Nay,  do  not  wonder  at  it :  You  are  made 
Rather  to  wonder  at  thQ  things  you  4iear, 
Than  to  work  any.     Will  you  rhimc  upon't. 
And  vent  it.  for  a  mockery  ?  Here  is  one : 
Two  baySy  an  old  man  twice  a  hy,  a  lane^ 
Freferv* d  the  BrttonSj  was  the  Romans\bane. 

Lord.  Nay,  be  not  angry,  fir. 

Foji.  'Lack,  to  what  end  ? 
Who  dares  pot  ftand  his  foe,  Y\\  be  his  friend  ; 
For  if  he- 11  dp,  as  he  is  made  to  do, 
I  know,  he'll  quickly- fly  my  friendftiip  too. 
You  have  put  me  ipto  phime. 

Lord.  Farewel ;  you  are  angry*  [-Ew^ 

3»^^— ]     Terrors.    JoHXSoir. 


So  in  the  ne  Spanijb  Tragedy  ^  1605  : 

**  Where  nought  but  mnes,  hugs^  and  tortures  dwell." 
Po  in  the  Battle  of  Alcazar ^   1 1^94  : 
*  *  Is  Amurath  BafTa  fuch  a  bugj . 
*'  That  he  is  mark'd  to  do  this  doughty  deed  ?" 
Again  : 

**  And  (hall  we  be  afraid  of  baffas,  and  of  hugs  V* 
Again ^  in  Selimus  Kmperbr  of  the  Turks y   1638  : 

**  He  brings  with  him  that  great  Egyptian  ^ug^ 
^'  Strong  Tonombey,**  Steevens. 
*  j^ary ,  4^  not  ivoniier  at  it : — ]  Sure,  this  is  mock  rea(bnin]j 
with  a  vehgearice*  What !  becaufe  he  was  made  fitter  to  wonder 
lit  great  adions,  than  to  perform  any,  he  is  therefore  forbid  to 
V^nd^r  ?  Not  and  iut  are  perpetually  miftaken  for  one  another  in 
the  old  editions.    Theobald. 

There  is  no  need  of  alteration.  Poflhumus  firft  bids  him  not 
wonder,  then  tells  him  in  another  mode  of  reproach|  that  i^onder 
U  aJJ  that  he  was  made  for.    Johnjson.  ' 
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R(fi^   $tiJl   going  ? — This   is  a  lord  !    O   noUlc 

i 


To  be  i'  thg  field,  and  aik,  what  news,  of  me  ! 
To-day-,  now  inany  would  hav§  given  their  honours 
To  have  Tav'd  their  carcaiTes  ?  took  heel  to  do't. 
And  yet  died  too  ?  '  I,  in  mine  own  woe  charmed. 
Could  not  fipd  death,  where  I  did  hear  him  groan ; 
Nor  feel  him,   where  he  ftruck  :     Being  an  ugly 

» ponfter,         ^     ^ 
Tis  ftrange,  he"  hides  him  in  frefli  cups,  foft  beds,  c 
Sw^et  words;  or  hath  more  miniftcrs  than  we 
That  draw'his  knives  i*  the  war.— .-Well,  I  will  fin4 

him :  ■ 

Fpr,  bein^  now  a  '  favourer  to  the  ]Rom^n, 
rJTo  more  a  Brirori,  I  have  refum'd  again 
The  part  I  came  in  :  Fight  I  will  no  more, 
B^  yiejii  ipe  to  the  verieft  hind,  that  Ihall 
Once  toucTi  my  ihoulder.     Great  the  flaughter  is 


•——-/,  in  mine  own  ivoe  charm* J^'\  Alluding  to  the  com- 
(non  fuper(htion  of  fZ>tfr/wj  being  povverful  enough  to  keep  men 
inhurt  m  battle.  It  was  derived  from  our  Saxon  anceftors,  arid 
and  fo  is  common  to  us  with  the  Germans,  V^ho  are  above  all 
other  ppopte'  giyien  to  this  fupcrftltipn ;  which  made  Erafmuf, 
where,  in  his  Moria  Encomium,^  he  gives  to  each  nation  its  pro- 
per charaderiftic,  fay,  "  Germani  corporum  proceritate  &  magiae 
cognitionc  fibi  placent.'^    And  Prior,  in  his  ^//w^jr ;  = 

**  North  Britons  hence  \izye  fecond,  fizht ; 
'  **  AJi^  Germans  free  from  gun^Jhot£^t^^    WaHburton. 
See  a  nbte  on  Macbeth^    a6t  V.  fc.  ult.      So  in  Drayton's 
}fympbidia  : 

Their  fcconds  minifter  an  oath 

Winch  ivas  indifferent  to  them  bothy 

%haty  on  their  knightly  faith  and  troth ^     . 

No  mzf^xc  them  fuppiied ; 
Jin d fought  them  that  f  hey  had  no  ch2irms 
fVherenvi/h  to  <work  each  other* s  harms^ 
But  came  with  fimple  open  arms 

To  have  their  cattfes  tried.     Steevens. 
'  ^^^^ favourer  to  the  Roman,]     The  editions  before  Hanmer*ft 
for  Roman  read  Briton ;  and  Dr.  Warburton  reads  Briton  ftill. 

Johnson. 

X  ±  Here 
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Here  made  by  the  Roman  ;  '  great  the  anfwer  be 
Britons  muft  take :  For  me,  my  ranfom's  death ; 
On  either  fide  I  come  to  fpend  my  breath ; 
Which  neither  here  FU  keep,  nor  bear  again^^ 
But  end  it  by  fome  means  for  Imogen. 

Enter  two  Britifh  Captains^  and  Soldiers*^ 

i        .       J*  ■ 

1  Cap.  Great  Jupiter  be  prais'4  !  Lucius  is  taken: 
*Tis  thought,  the  old  man  and  his  foti^  wiere  angels. 

2  Cap.  There  wa:s  a  fourth  man,  in  a  filly  habit  V 
♦  That  gave  the  affront  with  them. 

1  Cap.  So  'tis  reported ; 

But  none  of  them  can  be  found. — Stand !  Who's 
there?  ;        :    .r    . 

To/i.  A  Roman ; 
Who  had  not  now  been  drooping  here,  if  feconds 
Had  anfwer'd  him. 

2  Qip.  Lay  hands  on  him ;  A  dog ! 
A  leg  of  Rome  ihall  not  return  to  tell 

"SSfhat  crows  have  peck'd  them  here :  He  brags  hii^ 
fervice  ' 

As  if  he  were  of  note  ;  bring  him  to  the  king. 

.  ■      .     .  -       '.-..■'■■     *  -  •  ■  '  • 

.  •         '  gnat  the  anfwer  he]    Anfwer^  z%  once  in  tkis  play  ()€♦ 
fore,  \s  retaltaiioM.    Johnson. 

«  -^ — a  filly  hah't.]    Silly  is  Jtmple  or  rufic.    So  in  K.  Lear : 
.  '  tweny  ^filfy  auckiDg  obferv»nts«*— * .   Steevens. 

^  flat'gavi  the  afflx>Dt  with  tbem»    That  is,  that  turned  th^ir 
feces  to  the  enemy.    Johnson.      .  \ 

So,  in  Ben  Jonfbn's  Alekymifi: 

<(  To  da^r  thou  fhalt  have  ineots,  and  to-morroir 
**  Give  lords  the  affront.^*    Steevens. 


Enter 
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CYMBELINE.  SH 

■t 

J&r/^  tymbeliney  BelariuSy  Guiderius^  Jrviragus,  Pijanto^ 
and  Roman  captives.  The  captains  prefent  Pofthumut 
to  Cymbeliney   v)ho  delivers  iim  over  to  a  gaoler ; 

fiftei-wbicbf  aUgoout.     . 

• » 

S  G  E  N  E     IV. 

♦ 

Aprifon. 

Enter  Fofthmus^  and  two  Gaoler f. 

X  Gaol  *  You  fliall  not  now  be .  ftolen,  you  liavq 
locks  upoh  you ; 
So,  graze,  as  you  find  pafture. 
a  GaoL  Ay,  or  a  ftomach.  [Ex/funt  Gaolers^ 

Pojl.  Moil  welcome,  bondage  !  for  thou  art  a  wayi 
I  think,  to  liberty  :  Yet  am  I  better 
Than  one  that's  fick  o'  the  gout ;  fince  he  had  rather 
Groan  fo  in  perpetuity,  than  be  cur'd 
By  the  fure  phyfician,  death  ;  who  is  the  key 
To  unbar  thefe  locks.     My  confcience  !   thou  art 
fetter'd 

^ofe  than  my  fhanks,  and  wrifts  :  You  good  gods, 

give  me 
The  penitent  inftrument,  to  pick  that  bolt. 
Then,  free  for  ever !  Is*t  enough,  I  am  forry  ? 
So  children  temporal  fathers  do  appeafe  ; 
Qpds  ^re  more  full  of  mercy.     Muft  I  repent  ? 
I  cannot  do  it  better  than  in  gyves, 
Defir'd'^  more  than  conftrain'd  :  *  to  fatisfy. 

If 

5  TouJbaU  not  now  It  ftohn^ ]     This  wit  o]F  the  goaler  aU 

ludcs  to  the  cuftom  of  putting  a  lock  on  a  horfc's  leg,  when  he  is 
pmed  to  pafture.    Johnson. 

'.  •• ' to  fatisfy, 

|f  of  /»y  frtidom  V/j  tbt  main  fart^  take 
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If  of  my  freedom  ^tis  the  main  part,  take 

>J9  ftridter  reader  of  ipe,  than  my  all. ..,.   r 

I  know,  you  are  more  clement  th^  vij?  fPCn^ 
Whp  pf  t'heix  bfoken  debtors  talcea.  third,  * 

A  lixth,  a  tenth,  letting  them  thrive  a^ija 
On  their  abatement ;  th^t^s  not  my  define  : 
For  Jnjogen*s  dear  life,  take  mine  ;  and  though 
'Tis  not  To  dear,/yfct  'tis  a  life;  you  coin'd  it : 
TTween  man  and  man,  they  weigh  not  every  ftamp ; 
Though  light,  take  pieces  for  the  figure's  fake ; 
You  rather  mine,  being  yours :  And  fo,  gr,eat  powers, 
If  you  will  take  this  audit,  take  this  life, 
Andcapc^l  thefe  ^  cold  bonds.     Q  Iqapgen  ! 
Til  fpeak  to  thee  in  filence,  £He  Jleeps* 

I 

•  Nofi[i^er  render  ofme^  than  ^  tf^^«  J  W^Jiat  we  can  difcover 
from  the  nonfenfe  of  the^e  lines  is,  that  the  fpeaker,  in  a  fit  of 
penitency,  compares  his  circuroftances  with  a  debtor's,  who  is 
willing  to  furrender  up  aU  to  appeafe  his  creditor.  This  being 
t))e  fenfein  general,  I  m^iy  Yie^nture  toiay,  t}ip  trqe  rquljiiginul 
jiavebeenthis:  * 

^  ■  ,       to  (atisfy, 

I  d^^my  freedom  ;  ^tis  the  main  part ;  take 

^p  flij^r  render  oJFme  than  any  id(. 
The  verb  d*off\%  too  frequently  ufcd  by  our  authpr  tg  need  any 
indances  ;  and  is  here  employed  wifh  peculiar  deggt^cCi  i.  e*  T0 
give  aB  the  iatisfadtion  I  am  able  to  your  offended  godheads,  I 
voluntarily  divefb  myfelf  of  my  freedom :  'tb  the  only  thing  \ 
have  to  atoi;e  with  ;  , 

/■.  .  take 

No  flri|fter  rciider  of  me,  than  my  all.  Warbp  r  tok. 
Pojdhumus  queftions  whether  contrition  be  fufhcient  atonement 
for  guilt.  Then,  to-fatisfy  the  offended  gods,  he  defires  them  to 
take  no  more  than  his.prefent  all,  that  is,  his  life,  if  it  is  the 
main  part^  the  chief  p<Mnt.  or  principal  condition  of  ^is  fireedpi|i| 
ivC.  of  his^  freedom  from  future  punifhment.  This  interpretation 
appears  to  be  warranted  by  the  tormer  part  of  the  fpeech.  The 
Revifal  is  jullly  feyere  w  tljie  incon(iftency  of  Dr.  Warburtoji's 
corre&ico).    Steevens.        - 

'  ^—^cMhonds.---^^     This  equivocal  ufe  'of  hands  is  appthcr 
inftance  of  our  author's  infelicity  in  pathetic  fge^ch'es.  Johnsok, 

•  SoUmn 


C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E.  jr^ 

[  Solemn  mtf/ick,  ^  Enter ,  as  in  an  apparition^  SiciUus 
Leonatusy  fathef  to  Pojlhumus,  an  old  man^  attired 
like  a  warrior ;  leading  in  his  hand  an  ancient  matron^ 
his  wifey  and  mother  to  PofthuntuSy  with  mujick  before 
them.  Then,  after  other  mujick ,  follow  the  two  young 
Leonatiy  brothers  to  Pojlhumus^  with  wounds  as  the^ 
died  in  the  wars.  They  circle  Pojlhumus  rounds  as  he 
Uesjleeping.  . 

m 

% 

Sid.  No  mare^  thou  thunder-mafter,  fhew    . 
Thy  fpit^  on  mortal  flie^  : 
With'  Mars  fall  out,  with  Juno  chide. 
That  thy  adulteries 
Rates,  and  revenges* 
Hath  my  poor  boy  done  ought  but  w.elj, 

Whofe  face  I  never  iaw  ? 
I  dy*d,  whilft  in  the  womb  he  ftay'd^ 
Attending  Nature's  law. 

• 

^Solemn  fnufick^Scc.']  Here  follow  a  v/Jton^  z  pia/hue^  and  a/r4^ 
fhify^  which  interrupt  the  fable  without  the  leaft  neceffity,  ani 
unmeafurably  lengthen  this  a<5V.     I   think  it  plainly  foiited  iiv 
afterwards  for  mere  fhow,  and  apparently  not  of  Shak^^^i^s. 

Pop*. 

Every  reader  mud  be  of  the  fame  opinion.  The  futafcqucnt 
narratives  of  Poflhumus,  which  render  this  mafque,  &c.  unnecel^ 
iary,  (orj)erhap8  the  fcenicaldireftions  fuppli^d  by  the  poet  him- 
felf)  feem  to  have  excited  fome  manager  of  a  theatre  to  difgrace 
the  play  by  the  prefent  metrical  interpolation.  Shak^fpearc, 
who  has  conducted  his  fifth  a^  with  fuch  matchlefs  £b;iU,  could 
never  havedefigned  the  vifion  to  be  twice  defcribed  by  Pofthumus^ 
had  this  contemptible  nonfenfe  been  previouily  delivered  on  the 
fcgc.  The  followmg  pailagefrom  Dr.  Farmer's  £^wiUihew  that 
it  was  no  unufual  thing  for  the  players  to  indulge  tbemfelves  ip. 
making  additions  equally  unjuitifiabler-'- — ^^  We  have  a  fufficient 
Infiance  of  the  liberties  taken  by  the  ai^ors,  in  an.oldpamphlet^ 
^ySTafti,  Q.2X\tdi  Lenten  Stuffe^  with  the  Prayfe  of  tht  redHerning^ 
4to.  1 599,  where  he  alTures  us,  that  in  a  play  of  his  called  The 
il^ofD^gs^  foure  aBs^  without  "his  confent,  or  the  leaft.  guefs  of 
^is  drift  or  fcojpe,  were  fupplied  by  the  players."    Steeveks. 

Whofc 
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Whofc  father  then  (as  men  report. 

Thou  orphan's  father  art) 
Thou  fliould'ft  have  been,  and  fljiielded  hini 
From  this  earth-vexing  fmart. 
Moth.  Lucina  lent  not  ine  her  aid. 
But  took  nle  in  my  throes  ; 
?  TJiat  from  me  was  Pofthumus  ript. 
Came  crying  'mongft  his  f^es,, 
A  thing  of  pity  I 

Sici.  Great  nature,  like  his  anceftry. 
Moulded  the  ftuff  fo  fair. 
That  he  aeferv'd  the  praife  o'  the  worjd,   ' 
As  great  Sicijius'  heir, 
J  Bro.  When  once^he  was  mati^r.c  for  mai>, 
In  Britain  where  was  he 
That  could  ftand  up  his  parallel ; 

Or  fruitfuTobjed:  be 
In  eye  of  Imogen,  that  befl; 
Could  deem  his  dignity  } 
Moth.  With  marriage  wherefore  was  he  mock'd| 
Tq  Ije  exird,  and  thrown 
From  Leonati'  feat,  arid  caft 
From  her  his  deareft  one. 
Sweet  Imogen  ? 

Sici.  Why  did  you  fqffer  lachimo, 
Slight  thing  of  Italy, 
To  taint  his  nabler  heart  and  brain 

With  needlefs  jealoufy ; 
And  to  become  the  geek  and  fcorn 
O*  the  other's  villainy  i 

9  7bat  from  me  my  Pofthumus  rtpt^']     The  old  copy  reads : 
That  from  me  was  Pofthumus  ript. 
Perhaps  we  Ihould  read. 

That  from  my  womi  Pofthumus  ript,    ' 
Came  crying  ^mongft  his  foes.     Johnson. 
Th!s  circumftance  is  met  with  in  the  DeviVs  Gbarter^  16071 
The  play  of  Cjtmhelifte  did  not  appear  in  print  till  1623  : 
"  What  would*ft  thou  run  again  into  my  .womb  ? 
**  If  thou  wcrt  there,  thou  ftiould'ft  be  Pojtbumtis^ 
M  And  ript  out  of  my  fides,  &c,'^    Stesyens. 


• 
» 
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1  Bro^  For  this,  from  ftiller  feats  we  came, 
Our  parents,  and  us  twain. 
That,  ftriking  in  our  country's  caufe, 

Fell  bravely,  and  were  llain  ; 
Our  fealty,  and  Tenantius'  right, 

With  honour  to  maintain. 
.   I  Bro.  Like  hardiment  Pofthuitius  hath 

To  Cymbeline  performed  : 
Then,  Jupiter,  thou  king  of  gods, 
Why  haft  thou  thus  adjourn'd 
The  graces  for  his  merits  due  ; 
Being  all  to  dolours  turn*d  ? 
Sicu  Thy  chryftal  window  ope ;  look  out ; 
"     No  longfer  exercife, 
Upon  a  valiant  race,  thy  harlh 
And  potent  injuries  : 
Moth.  Since,  Jupiter,  our  fon  is  good. 

Tike  off  his  miferies* 
Sici.  Peep  through  thj  marble  manfion ;  help!    . 
Or  we  poor  ghofts  will  cry 
T«  the  ihining  fynpd  of  the  reft, 
Againft  thy  deity. 
2  Broth.  Help,  Jupiter ;  or  we  appeal. 
And  from  thy  juftice  fly. 

Jupiter  defcends  *  in  thunder  and  lightnings  fitting  upon  an 
e^gle :  he  throws  a  thunder-bolt.  The  ghojts  Jail  on 
ibeir  knees. 

*  Jupiter  defcends-^^-'^l  It  appears  from  AcolafluSy  a  comedy 
Ijy  T.  Palfgrave,  chaplain  to  K.  Henry  VIII.  bl.  h  i  C29,  that 
the  defcent  of  deities  was  common  to  our  flage  in  its  earlieft  fhite. 
**  Of  whychc  the  iyke  thyng  is  ufed  to  be  (hewed  now  a  days  in 
ibge-plaies,  when  ibme  God  or  fome  Snynt  is  madQ  to  appere 
forth  of  a  clovfde,  and  fuccoureth  the  parties  which  femed  td  be 
towardes  fome  great  danger,  through  the  Soudan's  crucltic.** 
The  author,  for  fear  this  defcriptidn  fliould  not  be  fuppofed  to  ex- 
tend itfelf  to  our  theatres,  adds  in  a  marginal  note,  **  the  lyke 
maoer  ufed  nowe  at  our  days  in  llage  playes,"    Steevens. 
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Jupju  No  more,  ywi  petty  fpirits  of ,  region  low. 

Offend  our  hearing;  hufli!— Hc3fwdare  youghofts, 
Accufe  the  thunderer,  whofe  bolt  yoifknow, 
.    Sky-planted,  batters  all  rebelling  coafts  ? 
Poor  ihadows  of  Elyfium,  hence ;  and  reft 

Upon  your  never-withering  banks  of  flowers : 
Be  not  with  mortal  accidents  oppreft ; 
'   No  care  of  yours  it  is ;  you  know,  ^tis  ours. 
Whom  beft  I  love,  I  crofs ;  to  make  m/  gift. 
The  more  delayed,  delighted.     Be  content ; 
Your  low-laid  fon  our  godhead  will  uplift ; 
.   His  comforts  thrive,  his  trials  well  are  ipeitt. 
Our  Jovial  ftar  reign'd  at  bis  birth,  and  in        \    • 
Our  temple  was  he  married.— -Rife,  *  and  fade  !— 
He  Ihall  be  lord  of  lady  Imogen,  .      , 

And  happier  much  by  his  afflidion  made. 
This  tablet  lay  upon  his  breaft ;  wherein 

Our  pleafure  his  full  fortune  doth  confine ; 
And^fo,  away. :  no  farther  with  your  din 
*  Exprefe  impatience,  left  you  (Hr  up  mine- 
Mount  eagle,  to  my  palace  chryftalline.  [jifeenis. 
SicL  He  came  in  thunder ;  his  cdeftial  breath 
Was  fulphurous  to  fmell-:  the  holy  eagle  * 
Stooped,,  as  to  foot  us  :  his  afcenfion'is 
More  fweet  than  our  bleft  fields  :  his  royal  bird 
Prunes  the  immortal  wing  *,  and  ^  cloys  his  beak, 
:As  when  his  god  is  .pleas'd. 

M 

*  Prunes  the  immortal  w/ag*,  — —  ]  A  bird  is  faid  to  frune  him- 
ielf  when  he  clears  his  feathers  from  fuperfluities.  So  In  Dray- 
ton's'P^^^/^^ff,  Song  I. 

^^  Some,  fitting  on  the  beach  to  frune  their  painted  bredfts.** 

Steevens. 
3  —cloys  i!>is  ieaiy'i     Perhaps  we  fhoulJ  read, 

■      ■  daws  his  beak.    Tyrwhitt. 

A  cley  is  the  fame  with  a  claw  in  old  language.    Farmer^ 
So  in  Gower,  De  Confejjione  Amantis^  lib.  iv«  foU  69  ; 
**  And  as  a  catte  wold  ete  fifhes 
**  Without  wetynge  of  his  dees.** 

Again, 
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OL  Thanks,  JupUet ! 

Si0.  The  marble  pavement  clofes,  ht  is  enter'd 
His  radiant  rOof :  — Away  !  and,  to  be  bleft 
Let  us  with  care  perform  his  great  beheTft/    [^Fkmjh. 

Poft.  [waking.']  Sleep,  thou  haft  been  a*grandflre, 
and  begot 
A  fathecto  me :  and  thou  haft  created 
A  mother,  and  two  brothers  :  Bat  (O  fcorn  !) 
Gone  !  they  went  hence  fo  foon  as  they  were  born. 

And  fo  I  am  awake. Poor  wretches,  that  depend 

On  'greatnefe*  favour,  dream  as  Y  have  done ; 

Wake^andfind  nothing.-i ^^But,  alas,  Ifwerve: 

Mahy  dream  ndt  to  find,  neither  defcrve. 

And  yet  are  fteep'd  in  favours ;  fo  am'  I, 

That  have  this  golden  chance,  attd  Icnow  riot  why. 

What  fairies  l^unt  this  ground?  A  book?  O,  rare 

one ! 
Be  not,  as  is  6Ur  fadgled  world,  a  garment 
Nobler  than  that  it  covers  :  let  thy  cfFed:s 
So  follow,  to  be  moft  unlikd  our  courtiers, 
As^good  as  promife. 

[  Reads  ] 

When  as  alton^s-zvhelpjhall^  to  hintfelf  unkn&tvn^  'ivith- 
mtfeeklngfindj  and  be  embraced  by  a  piece  of^retidirnir; 
and  when  from  a  Jlaiely  cedar  Jball  •  be  hpt  branches^ 
whschy  being  dead  many  years j  jhaU  after  revive^  hi 
jointed  to  the  old  Jiockj  andfreJJoly  grow ;  then  pall  Poft- 
humus  end  his  t>ttJh'ieSy  ^Britain  be  fortunate^  ^nSfiouriJh 
in  peace  and  plenty. 

Again,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Un^ertuocds:   - 

*«  _, from  the  feize 

•*  Of  vulture  death  and  thofc  relentlefs  dgys^*^ 
Barrett,  in  his  Ahtarie^  'S^o,  fpeaks  ^<  of  a  diieafe  in  cat« 
tell  betwixt  the  ekes  of  their  feete."  And  in  the  Bvok  cfHawk''^ 
in^j  &c.  bl.  1.  no  date,  under  the  article  P ounces ^  it  is  faid, 
**  The  cleis  within  the  fote  ye  (hall  call  aright  her  pounccau**  To 
f/<f<zv  their  beakSf  is  an  accuflomed  adion  with  hawks  and  ^gles. 

ST£ftVfiK$. 

Tis 
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♦  *TiS  ftill  a  dream ;  or  elfefuch  ftufF  as  madtnen 
Tongue,  and  brain  hot:  either  both,  or  nothing; 
Or  fenfelefs  fpeaking,  or  a  fpeaking  fuch 
As  fenfe  cannot  unti^.    Be  what  it  is^ 
The  adtion  of  my  life  is  like  it,  which' 
1*11  keep  if  but  for  fympathy. 

Re-enter  Gaolers, 

.GaoU  Come,  fir,  are  you  ready  for  death  ? 

JP^.  Over-roafted  rather :  ready  long  ago- 

GaoU  Hanging  is  the  word,  fir ;  if  you  be  ready 
for  that,  you  are  well  cook'd. 

Poft.  So,  if  I  prove  a  good  repaft  to  the  fpeAator^, 
the  difh  pays  the  Ihot. 

GdoU  A  heavy  reckoning  for  you,  fir :  But  the 
comfort  is,  you  ihall  be  cali'd  to  no  more  payments, 
fear  no  more  tavern  bills  ;  which  are  often  the  fadnefs 
of  parting,  as  the  procuring  of  mirth  :  you  come  in 
faint  for  want  of  meat,  depart  reeling  with  too  much 
drink ;  forry  that  you  have  paid  too  n>uch,  ^  and  forrjr 

that 

♦  ^Tisjiill  a  dream ;  or  elfe  fuch  fiuff  ai  madmen 
Tongue y  and  brain  not '-do  either  hoth^  or  nothing        ■ 
Or  fenfelefs  f^akingy  or  a  fpeaking  fuch 
Asjenfc  cannot  untie.  ■  ■        ]     The  obfcurity  of  this  paflage 
arifes  from  part  of  it  being  fpoke  oft)\t  propheiy,  and  part  to  it. 
This  writing  on  the  tablet  (fays  he)  is  dill  a  dream ,  or  elfe  the 
raving  of  madnefe.     Do  thouy  O  tablet,  either  both  or  nothing ; 
either  let  thy  words  and  fenfe  go  together,  or  be  thy  bofom  a  rafa 
tabula.    As  the  words  now  iland  they  are  nonfenfe,  or  at  leaft  in- 
Tolve  in  them  a  fenfe  which  I  cannot  develope.    War  burton. 
The  meaning,  which  is  too  thin  to  be  eafily  caught,  I  take  to 
be  this :  This  is  a  dream  or  madnefs^  or  hoth'-^or  nothing^^ut  w^- 
ther  it  be  a  f^eech  vjitbont  confcioufnefs^  as  in  a  dream,  or  a  fieecb 
vnintellizible^  as  in  madnefs,  be  it  as  it  is,  it  is  like  jsvy  courfi  of 
life.     We  might  perhaps  read. 

Whether  ^tf/-5,  or  nothing  Johnson. 

The  word — do  is  inferted  unnecefTarily  by  Dr.  Warburton,  both 

in  his  text  and  his  note.    It  is  not  in  the  old  copy.       Steevens. 

s  ..— irvi/y#rry  that  you  are  paid  too  much  ;— ]     TaxtHrn  bilhf 

fays  the  goaler,  are  the  fadnefs  of  partings  as  the  procwrii^  »/ 

.  mirih'^^you  depart  reeling  ^loith  too  much  drink \  forry  thatyouo99t 

paid  t90  much^  4y»i/— what  ?   forty  that  you  are  paid  too  nncb* 

Whcif 
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tlslit  you  are  paid  too  much ;  purfe  and  brain  b6th 
empty  :  the  brain  the  heavieir,  for  being  too  light  t 
the  purfe  too  light,  being  drawn  '  of  heavinefs :  O! 
of  this  contradiftion  you  fhall  now.be  quit.*— -O,  the 
charity  of  a  penny  cord  !  it  fums  up  thoufands  iti  a 
trice :  you  have  no  true  *  debitor  and  creditor  but  it ; 
of  what's  pafl)  is,  and  to  come,  the  difcharge :— ^ 
Your  neck,  fir,  is  pen,  book,  and  counters ;  fo  the 
acquittance  follows. 

Pq/l,  I  am  merrier  to  die,  than  thou  art  to  live* 

Gaol.  Indeed,  fir,  he  that  fleeps  feels  not  the 
tooth-ach  :  But  a  man  that  were  to  lleep  your  fleep, 
and  a  hangman  to  help  him  to  bed,  I  think,  he  would 
change  places  with  his  officer :  for,  look  you,  fir, 
you  know  not  which  way  you  ihall  go. 

Pqfi.  Yes,  indeed,  do  I,  fellow. 

Gaol.  Your  death  has  eyes  in*s  head  then ;  I  have 
not  feen  him  fo  piftur'd  :  you  muft  either  be  direded 
by  fome  that  take  upon  them  to  know  ;  or  take  upon 
yourfelf  that,  which  I  am  fufe  you  do  not  know ; 

Where  isi  the  oppofition  ?  I  read,  Andmtny  that  you  Aretaidi^ 
mch.  I  take  the  fecond  paid  to  be  *paid^  for  afpaid^  filtedj  fa*' 
tiateJ,  Johnson. 
^""^forry  that  you  have  paW  too  much^  andfony  that  you  are  paid 
too  mucb;^*''^'}  u  e.  foriy  that  you  have  paid  too  much  out 
of  your  pocket,  and  ibrry  that  you  arefaid^  wfubdmod^  too  much 
bythelKiuor.     So  Falfbff ; 

<«  feven  of  the  eleven  Ipct^d^ 

The  fame  conceit  is  in  the  iu'di  pirt  of  Decker*s  IhTt^Whore^ 
i6jo: 

*«  You  zs^paidt 
•*  Yes,  fir, 

<^  So  (hall  fome  of  u9  be  anon,  I  fear/* 
Again,  in  Beii  Jonfon's  73d  Epigram. 

**  For  which  oxpoj^  me  quickly,  or  VWpay  you." 
Again  in  the  fifth  fcene  of  the  fourth  a£t  of  the  SJ^rry  PHves  of 
Windfar.     StEEVEWS. 

«  •j.M.^W  drawn  rf  heavinrfs :]     Drawn  is  emho^^eWd^  txen* 
terakd.'^SQ  itt  common  language  a  fowl  is  laid  to  be  drawx  when 
iti  inteftines  are  taken  out.     St  b  g v  b  n  9. 
*  --^^dokiur  amt  ^rfditof^'-'-^]    For  an  aawnthg  looL 

JOHKSOK. 

Vol.  IX.  Y  or 
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or  *  jump  the  after-enquiry,  on  your  own  peril :  and 
how  you  Ihall  fpeed  in  your  journey's  end,  I  thiak, 
you'll  never  return  to  teU  one. . 

Pojl.  I  tell  thee,  fellow,  there  are  none  want  eycs> 
to  dired  them  the  way  I  am  going,  but  fuch  as  wink, 
and  will  not  ufc  them, 

GaoL  What  an  infiftite  mock  is  this,  that  a  man 
fliould  have  the  belt  ufe  of  eyes,  to  fee  the  way  of 
blindnefs !  I  amfure,  hanging^s  the  way  of  winkings 

Enter  a  Mejfenger. 

iC&/I  Knock  off  his  manacles ;  bring  your  prifoner 
to  the  king;  . 

Pqft.  Thou  bring^ft  good  news ;  1  am  call'd  to  be 
made  free. 

Gaol  rU  be  hang'd  then. 

Pojl.  Thou  Ihalt  be  then  freer  than  a  gaoler ;  no 
bolts  for  the  .dead*     [Exeunt  PofthumuSj  and  Mejfenger. 

Gaol  Unlefs  a  man  would  marry  a  gallows,  and 
beget  young  gibbets,  *  I  never  faw  one  fo  prone. 
Yet,  on  my  confcietMie,  there  are  verier  knaves  defirc 
to  live,  for  all:  h^  be  aRortian  r  and  there  be  fome  of 
them  too,  that  dieiagainftthj^ir  iwills;  fo  fliould  I,  if 
I  were  one.     I  would  we  were  all  of  one  mind,  and 


my  wilh  hatihia  prefeni:)e^it  iju't/. . 


3 jj^j„p  fig  after-enquiry^^^^     That  Is,  venture  at  it  with- 
out thought.     So  Macbeth  I  .  *  .^.-.»        .  . .  x  ..    . 

'^  )^r^y,/««5>tte  rife*  to  come**' \  JohvsjOk. 
♦  «,^.» / nei}er.^ /aw 'onefdiw^Vi^y^     u  e.  forward.     In.  tb'* 
fenfe  the~wor4  k.ufeci.ik^WUfrijd& Holme's  poem,  entitled  7^^  Fd 
and  evil  Succefs  of  Rebellion^  &C*  1537; 

**  Thus  lay  they  in  Doncaftcr^.with  curtal  and  ferpentine, 
^^  With  bombard  aiicTbafirdk,  with  mzntrane  and  viaorous.*^ 
.  Again  b  Sir  A«  Gorges'  tranflation  of  the  uxth  book  or  Lucant 

**  Thcflklian  ficrie  deeds 

**  For  ufc  of  war  to  prone  and  fit."    Stbbvens, 


SCENE 
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« 

SCENE        V », 

< 

dymbeline*s  'Unt. 

inter  Cymbeliniy  BelariuSj  GuideriuS,  JrviraguSy  Pifanioi 

and  Lords.     . 

tym  Stand  by  my  fide,  you,  whom  the  gods  have 
made 
Prefervers  of  my  throne.    *\Voe  is  my  heart. 
That  the  poor  foldier,  that  fo  richly  fought, 
Whofe  rags  ftum'd  gilded  arms,  whofe  naked  treaft 
Stept  before  targe  of  proof,  cannot  be  found : 
He  fliall  be  happy  that  can  find  him,  if 
Our  grace  can  make  him  fo« 

Bel.  I  never  faw 
Such  noble  fury  m  fo  poor  a  thing  i 
Such  precious  deeds  in  ^  one  thatpromisM  nought 

]But 

^'Scene  V.]  Let  thofe  who  talk  fo  cohfidentiy  about  the  fkxVL 
of  Shakefpeare's  cohtemporary,  Jonfon,  point  out  the  concluiioi^ 
of  any  one  of  his  plays  which  is  wrought  with  more  amfice,  and 
yet  a  lefs  degree  ot  dramatic  violence  than  this.  In  the  fcene  be* 
fore  us,  all  the  funriving  charaders  are  afTembled ;  and  at  the  ex^ 
pence  of  whatever  incongruity  the  former  events  may  have  been 
proiluced,  perhaps  little  can  be  difcovered  on  this  occafion  to  of* 
fend  the  moft  icilipulous  advocate  for  regularity  i  and,  I  think^ 
ss  little  is  found  wanting  to  fatisfy  the  fprciator  by  a  catafhophe 
which  is  intricate  without  confufioni  and  not  more  rioh  in  oma« 
inent  than  in  nature*    Steevens. 

*  ■  ■  one  thai  promised  nought 

But  beggary  dud  poor  looks,  fiut  how  can  it  be  faid^  that  onci 
whofe  pdor'  looL  promife  heggaty^  promifed  poor  looks  too  ?  It  was 
not  the  poor  look  which  was  promifed ;  that  was  vifible.  We  muft 
reads 

But  beggaiy  and  poor  luck. 
Thisfett  the  matter  right,  and  makas  Belarius  fpeak  fe&fe  tod  to 
?bepurpofe«    .Foi*  diei«  was  the  extraordinary  thing ;  he  promifed 
Bothing  but  poor  luck%  and  yet  performed  all  thefe  wonders* 

WiABVitToir* 
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But  beggary  and  poor  looks* 

Cym.  No  tidings  of  him  ? 

Pif.  He  hath  been  fearch'd  among  the  dead  and 
livmg. 
But  no  trace  of  him. 

Cym*  To  my  grief,  I  am 
The  heir  of  his  reward  ;  which  I  will  add 
To  you,  the  liver,  heart^  and  brain  of  Britain, 

[To  Belarius^  Guiderius^  and  Arviragus* 
By  whom.  I  grant,  fhe  lives  :  'Tis  now  the  time 
To  alk  or  whence  you  are  : — report  it.     ^ 

BeL  Sir, 
In  Cambria  are  we  born,  and  gentlemen : 
Further  to  boaft,  were  neither  true  nor  modeft, 
Unlefs  I  add,  we  are  honeft. 

Cym.  Bow  your  knees  : 
Ariie  my  knights  o*  the.  battle  ^ ;  I  create  you 
Companions  to  our  perfon,  and  will  6t  you 
With  dignities  becoming  your  eftates. 

Enter  Cornelius^  and  Ladies* 

There*s  bufinefs  in  thefe  faces  : — Why  fo  fadly 
Greet  you  our  vi&ory  ?  you  look  like  Romans, 
And  not  o*  the  court  of  Britain.    * 

Cor.  Hail,  great  king  \ 
To  four  your  happinefs,  I  mufl:  report 
'the  queen  is  dead. 

Ofm.  Whom  worfe  th^n  a  phyficiati 
Would  this  report  become  ?  But  f  cahfider. 
By  medicine  life  may  be  prolonged,  yet  death 
Will  feiK  the  dod:or  too.-^How  ended  flie  ? 

To  promife  nothing  hut  poor  looks^  may  be,  to>  g^re  no  prO!ili& 
of  couram}us  behaviour.    Johnson. 
.  &  in  jr.  Rich.  II. 

-  -  *♦  Ta/tf£?i  fo  ^^r/^andtofpeak  fofair."'    Steevbws, 
7  — ^knights  4>*  the  hatth\-''^'\     Thu4  in  Stoivce^s  Chronide^ 
p.  164,  edit.  i6f  5 :  *'  Philip  of  France  made^  Arthur  Plantagener 
knight  of  the  Jklde**    Stee YEN«# 

•  Cor. 
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Cor.  With  horror,  madly  dying,  like  her  life; 
Which^  being  cruel  to  the  world,  concluded 
Moll  cruel  to  herfelf.     What  fhe  confefs'd, 
1  will  report,  fo  pleafe  you  :  Thefe  her  women 
Can  trip  me,  if  I  err  ;  who,  with  wet  cheeks. 
Were  prefent  when  Ihe  finilh*d. 

Cym.  Pr'ythee,  fay. 

Cor.  Firft,  fhe  confefs'd  fhe  never  lov'd  you  j  only 
Affeded  greatnefs  got  by  you,  not  you  ^    , 
Slarried  your  royalty,  was  wife  to  your  place ; 
Abhorred  your  perfon. 

Cyni.  She  alone  knew  this : 
And,  but  Ihe  fpoke  it  dying,  I  would  not 
Believe  her  lips  in  opening  it.     Proceed. 

Cor.  Your  daughter,  whom  Ihe  bore  in  hand  to  lov« 
With  fuch  integrity,  flie  did  confefs 
Was  as  a  fcorpion  to  her  fight ;  whofe  life. 
But  that  her  flight  prevented  it,  Ihe  had' 
Ta'en  off  by  poifon. 

Cym.  O  moft  delicate  fiend ! 
Wno  is*t  can  read  a  woman  ? — Is  there  more  ? 

Cor.  More,  fir,  and  worfe.     She  did  confefs,  Ihe 
had 
For  you  a  mortal  mineral ;  which,  being  took. 
Should  by  the  minute  feed  on  life, .  and,  ling'ring, 
By  inches  wafte  you  :  In  which  time  fhe  purposed, 
Bywatching,  weepings  tendance,  killing,  to 
Overcome  you  with  her  Ihew :  yes,  and  in  time, 
(When  Ihe  had  fitted  ypii  with  her  craft)  to  work 
Her  fon  into  the  adoption  of  the  crawn. 
But  failing  of  her  end  by  his  ftrange  abfence. 
Grew  fh^melefs-defperate  ;  open'd,  in  defpight 
Of  heaven  and  men,  her  purpofes ;  repented 
The  ills  ihe  hatch'd  were  hot  effeded  ;  fo, 
Pefpairing,  dy'd. 

Cym.  Heard  you  all  this,  her  women  ? 

Lady.  We  did,  fo  pleafe  your  highnefs* 

Cym.  Mine  eyes 

y  X  W^rc 
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Were  not  in  faulty  for  Ihe  was  beautiful ; 

Mine  ears,  that  heard  her  flattery  ;  nor  my  heart, 

That  thought   h(sr  like  her  feeming ;    it  had  been 

vicious. 
To  have  miftrufted  her  :  yet,  O  my  dai?ghter ! 
That  it  was  folly  in  me,  thou  may'ft  fay. 
And  prove  it  in  thy  feeling.     Heaven  mend  all ! 

flnter  Lucius ^    lachimOy    and  other   Ro^ia'4  frijoners} 

Pojihutnus  behind^  and  Imogen^ 

m 

Thou  cotp'Il  not^  Caius,  nqw  fqr  tribute  ;  that 
The  Britons  jiave  raz'd  put,  though  with  the  lofs 
Of  ipapy  a  bold  one ;  whofe  kinfn?en  have  made  fuit, 
That  their  good  fouls  may  be  appeased  with  flaughter 
Of  you  their  captives,  which  purfejf  haye  grapted  : 
Sp,  think  pf  your  eftate. 

Luc.  Confider,  fir,  the  chance  qf  waf ;  the  day 
Was  yours  by  accident ;  had  it  gone  with  us. 
We  ftpuld  not^    when  1:be  blood  ^as  cold^  haye 

threaten'd 
Gur  prifoners  with  the  fword.     But  fince  the  god^ 
Will  have  it  thus,  that  nothing  but  ourlive^ 
May  be  cali'd  ranfom,  let  it  come  :  fufficethj, 
i^  R.omai>  with  a  Roman's  heart  can  fuffer  ; 
Auguftus  lives  to  think  on*t :  And  fo  much   ' 
For  my  peculiar  care.     This  one  thing  only 
I  will  entreat ;  My  boy,  a  Briton  born. 
Let  him  be  ranfo{ri'd  :  never  matter  ha4 
A  page  fo  kind,  fp  duteous^  diligent, 
$0  tender  over  his  occafions,  true, 
*  Sofeat^  fo  nurfe-like  :  let  his  virtue  join 
With  my  requeft^  which^  TH  Piake  bold,  yourliighi, 

nefs 
Cannot  deny ;  bp.  tiath  done  HP  Briton  harni, 

*??/?'?'» '3    6oread^|  fo  dextrous  in  waiting.  Johnsok: 
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.  Though  he  have  fervy  a  Roman :  fave  him,  fir^ 
Apd  fpare  no  blood  befidc. 

Cym.  I  have  furcly  feen  him ; 
His  'favour  Is  familiar  to  me  :— Boy, 
Thou  haft  looked  thyfelf  into  my  grace,  and  art 
Mine  own.     I  know  not  why,  wherefore,  I  fay. 
Live,  boy  :  ne'er  thank  thy  matter ;  live  : 
And  alk  of  Cymbeline  what  boon  thou  wilt. 
Fitting  my  bounty,  and  thy  ftate, '  FU  give  it ; 
Yea,  though  thou  do  demand  a  prifoner. 
The  nobleft  ta*en. 

Imo.  I  humbly  thank  your  highnefs. 

Luc.  I  do  not  bid  thee  beg  my  life,  good  lad ; 
And  yet,  I  know,  thou  wilt. 

Into.  No,  no ;  alack. 
There's  other  work  in  hand  ;  I  fee  a  thing     • 
Bitter  to  me  as  death  :  your  life,  good  mafter, 
Muft  Ihuffle  for  itfelf.  ' 

Luc.  The  boy  difdains  me. 
He  leaves  me,  fcorns  me :  Briefly  die  their  joys. 
That  place  them  on  the  truth  of  girls  and  boys.— 
Why  ftands  he  fo  perplex'd  ? 

Cym.  What  wouldft  thou,  boy  ? 
I  love  thee  niore  and  more;  think  more  and  more 
What's  beft  to  aik.    Know'ft  him  thou  look'ft  on  ? 

.     fpeak. 
Wilt  have  him  live  ?  Is  he  thy  kin  ?  thy  friend  ?  ' 

Imo.  He  is  a  Roman ;  no  more  kin  to  me. 
Than  I  to  your  highnSfs ;  who,   being  born  your 

va£al. 
Am  fomething  nearer. 

Cyw.  Wherefore  ey'ft  himfd? 

Imo.  rU  tell  you,  fir,  in  priyate,  if  you  plealc 
To  give  me  liearingt ' 

^  ^"•'^famour  is  familiar*'^'^    I  am  acquainted  with  his  coun- 
tcnancc.    Johnson. 

Y  4  Cym. 
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Cym*  Ay,  with  all  my  heart. 
And  lend  my  beft  attention.     What-s  thy  name  ? . 

Imo.  Fidel e,  fir. 

Cym*  Thoi^  ai;t  my  good  youth,  my  page ; 
V\l  be  thy  mailer ;  Walk  with  me;  fpeak  freely. 

[Cymbeline  and  Imogen  walk  (^^ 

Bel.  Is  not  this  boy  revived  from  death  ? 

Jrv.  '  Oncfand  another 
Not  more  refembles :  That  fweet  rofy  lad. 
Who  dy'd,  and  was  Fidele — What  tjiink  you  I 

Guid.  The  fame  dead  thing  alive^ 

BeL  Peace,  peace !  fee  further ;  He  eyes  us  not ; 
forbear; 
Creatures  may  be  alike:  were -the,  I  am  furc 
He  would  have  fpoke  to  us,  .. 

Guid.  But  we  faw.  him.  dead. 

Eel.  Be  filent ;  let's  leq  further. 

Pif.  It  is  my  miftrefs  : .      '  •    .  '  [4^ 

Since  ihe  is  living,  let  the  time  rua  on. 
To  good,  or  bach        [Cyml?.  and  Imogen  (nm^  foumwtix 

Qym.  C^me,  ftand  .thovj  \y  our  fide ; 
Make  thy  demand  alpud.-^Sir,  ilep  you  forth  j 

[7i  lacbimo^ 
Give  aqfwer  to^this  boy,  and  do  it  freely ; 
Or,  by  our  greatnefs,  ?nd  the  grace  of  it. 
Which  is  our  honour,  bitter  torture  Ihall 
Winnow  the,  truth  fropi  fallhood.'— -rOn,.  fpeak  to 
'     him.  . 

Imo.  My  bboti  is^  that  this  gentlenuan  naay  render 
Pf  whom  hfe  had  this  ring* '     '  .   ^ 

.   Pojl.  What's  that  tp  him?  :     l4/tde* 

'  One  fand  another 

Not  more  re/emhles  ^tfoaat  rc^  hu^^'\  A  iBgfit  corruption 
has  made  nonfcnft-jOf  this  paf&gew  ^  Qqc  gram  might  refemblc 
f^nother,  ^but  none  a  humaa  form.    We  fliocddTead  : 

Not  more  refemblesi./Z«««  he  th\  fwoet  rpfy  lad, 

-  '  Wai^burtok. 

There  waa  no  great  difficulty  in  the  line,  which,  when  proper- 
ly pointed,  ne^ds  no  alteration.    Johnson, 

Cym. 
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Cym.  That  diamond  upon  your  finger^  fty. 
How  came  it  yours  ? 

lach.  Thou*lt  torture  me  to  leave  unfpoken  that 
Which,  to  be  ipokc,  would  torture  theCt 

Cym*  How !  me  ?        ^ 

lach.  I  am  glad  to  be  conftrain'd  to  utter  that 
which 
Torments  me  to  conceal.    By  villainy 
I  got  this  ring  J  'twas  Leonatus*  jewel. 
Whom  thou  didft  banilh;  and  (which  more  may 

grieve  thee. 
As  it  doth  me)  a  nobler  fir  ne*er  Hv'd 
^Twixt  Iky  and  ground.    Wilt  thou  hear  more,  my 
lord  ?  _ 

Cym.  All  that  belongs  to  this. 

lacb.  That  paragon,  thy  daughter. 
For  whom  my  heart  drops  blood,  and  my  falfe  fptrits 
•  Quail  to  remember,-— Give  me  leave ;  I  faint. 

Cym.  My  daughter !    what  of  her  ?   Renew  thy 
ftrength ; 
Ihad  rather  thou  ihouldft  live  while  nature  will. 
Than  die  ere  I  hear  more :  flrive,  man,  and  fpeak* 

lach.  Upon  a  time,  (unhappy  was  the  clock 
That  fti:uck  the  hour !)  it  was  in  Rome,  (accursed 
The  manfioa  where  !)  'twas  at  a  feaft,  (O,  'would 

^  Quail  t0  ftmemhiff^-^^l  To  fuatl  is  to  fink  into  dejedHqn. 
The  word  k  common  to  many  authors ;  smongthe  reft,  to  Stany- 
{lusft,  iix  hh  traoflation  of  the  fecond  book  of  the  ^neid: 

4^  With  nightly  fileace  was  I  foirdj  and  greatly  wkh 
horrcy.** 
Agrift,  vc^  I>M^ and BithfaU^  '799' 

**  Can  make  us  yield,  or  quail  our  courages." 
k^  in  Muced^rus: 

^^  Thaifo  doft  fmail zv90imn*%  mind." 
AgBtt>^  in  the  C«>UBteft  of  Rsmbroke's  Antotdus^  i  j90  ; 

*^  One  day  there  will  come  a  day  * 

*•  Which  fhall  4[uail  thy  fortune's  flowr.** 
Again,  in  the  Three  Lmdies  ofLondony   1 584 : 
H  Ste  cannot  4fji«i/  ma  if  flte  come  in  likenefs  of  the  mat  Deril.** 

OTE8VBNS, 

Our 
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CYMBELINE, 


Our  viands  had  been  poifon'df  or,  at  leaft, 

Thofe  whicK    I   hcav'd  to  head !)  the  good  PoU- 

huimis, 
(What  Ihould  1  f ay  ?  hi  was  too  .good,  to  be 
Where  ill  men  were ;  and  was  the  beft  of  all 
Amongft  the  rar'ft  of  good  onqs)  fitting  fadly. 
Hearing  us  praife  our  loves  of  Italy 
For  beauty  that  made  barren' the  fwell'd  boaft 
Of  him  that  beft  could  fpeak  :  ^  for  feature^  laming 

The 


3 


-/or  feature,  lamhg']    ^eatur$  for  proportion  of  parti, 


which  Mr.  Theobald  not  underfianding,  would  d\x.tr  to  Jiature* 

for  feature,  laming 

The  Ihrine  of  Venus,  or  flraight-pight  Minerva, 

Poftures  beyond  brief  nitatt ;  .  ■  '  > 
\,  c.  The  ancient  Aatues  of  Venus  and  Minerva,  which  exceeded, 
ill  beauty  of  exa£t  proportion,  any  living  bodied,  the  work  of 
%rief  natur$\  i.e.  of  hafty,  unelaborate  nature.  He  gives  the 
fame  charadter  of  the  beauty  Df  the  antique  in  Antony  and  Cleo* 
fair  a : 

**  0*er  pi£luring  that  Venus,  where  we  fee 

"  The  fancy  out-^ork  nature.^ 
It  appears,  from  a  number  of  fuch  paflages  as  thefe,  that  onr  au- 
thor was  not  ignorant  of  the  fifli$  arts*  A  paiTage  in  De  Piles* 
Cours  de  Pein4urepar  Frindpes  will  give  great  light  to  the  beauty 
of  the  text.  — ^^^  Feu  defentimemwit  ite  fartagmfur  la  haute  dc 
V antique*  Les  gens  d'eiprit  qui  aiment  les  beaux  arts  ont  eftime 
dans  tous  les  terns  ees  merv^illeuxouvrages.  Nous n>ifyom  dam  la 
anciens  auteurs  qieantite  de  pajfages  Su  pour  Iqiier  les  beautez  vi" 
vantes  on  les  comparoit  aux  Ifertufe**'-*-— JVie  ^dohAs  imagines  (dit 
MaFxime^eTyr)  de  pouvoir  jamais  trouvir  uweieOfttenaturelle^  qui 


etoient  ii  beaux  qu'on  pouToit  afiurer  qu'^en  tout  ce  qu'il  av(nt  de 
Vhomme  c'etoit  la  meme  beauteque  I'on  remarque  dansles  ftatues 
les  plus  parfaites."--^-— £t  Philo{lrat?e,'  parlaot  de  4a  beaute  de 
Neoptoleme,  &  de  la  refemblance  qu'il  9Voii!  avec  fon  pere 
Achille,  dit :  *'  Qu'en  beaute  fon  pare  avoit  Mutant  d'avaati^ 
fur  lui  que  les  flatues  en  ont  fur  les  bedux  hommes*  Les  au- 
teurs moderncs  ont*fuivi  ces  memes  fentitp^ns  fur  h  haute  de 

f  Antique J^ Je  r^orteirai  feulment  celui  de  Scaliger,     **  Lc 

Ttioytn  (dit  il)  que  oou^  paiffions  riea  voir  qui  approch^  de  U  per* 
fe<5lion  de^  beliefs  flatues,  puifquil  eft  permis  a  I'art  de  choifir,  de 
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*  .  < 

The  ihrihe  of  Venus,  or  ftraight-pight  Minerva, 
Poftures  beyond  brief  nature ;  for  condition, 
A  fhop  of  all  the  qualities  that  man 
Loves  woman  for ;  befides,  that  hook  of  wivinjg, 
Faimefs,  which  ftrikcs  the  eye;—— 

Cym.  I  ftand  on  iire ; 
Come  to  the  matter, 

lack  AU  too  foon  I  fliall, 
Unlefs  thou  wouldft  grieve  quickly.«p— This   Poft- 

humus, 
(Moll  like  ^  noble  lord  in  love,  and  one 
That  had  a  royal  lover)  took  his  hint ; 
And,  not  difpraifing  whom  we  prais*d,  (therein 
He  was  as  calm  as  virtue)  he  began  , 

His  miftrefs*  pidure;    which  by  his  tongue  being 

^    made,  .    . 

Arid  then  a  mind  put  in^r,  dtherour  brags  . 
Were  crack'd  of  kit<;h^n  trulls^ .  or  hi$i  4efcnptio|Q 
Proved  us  unfpeaking  fots. 

Cym.  Nay,  nay,  to  the  purpofe. 


'>-t- 


.yctrtnqber,;  dVjoftier*  de.  ^trig^f^  fc-qu'au  .ccwjtriiiw,:!*  flaiunj 
s'eil  tpi;^^t9 alteree 4epui» Hi croitioft du  {>renaiersbpaiixie eaqul 
Diett  joigpi^itb  beaute  de'la  f&xm^  ^ce^e.di^  I'jiinocence."  This 
lail  quol^lioQ  from  ScaUgcr*  weil^  explains  "what  Shakei]peare  meant 
hy^hrief  natfiff  i^i,  e.  ioelaborate,  bsft/i  and  catcfei'sjafi-tathe 
el^gaaceof  form,  jo  refpe^  Qf /ir/^  which  ufea.  the-^peculiar.  ad<- 
drcfs,  ftboye.es^plaiiied^  toarriycHiC  pHerfeftiooi.  r  WarbwtJbl'pon. 

I  caxmot.  hctlp  adiiing,  :t}vat  paffages  ofv  this Jcind  are  but  weak 
proofs.lh^  our  po,^  w^^onyeH^ot  vVith;what  we  icaU- at  prefent 
tbeftfUi4friu\  l^hi  panthcon^^ofchia.  c«vnr  ^e  (feWal  of  wthfch  I 
have  feefi)-aiRild  ,a  moft  minute  Qiujl  particular  account  of  the  di& 
ferent  4eigrees^  of  beaiit}^  imputtid  to  the  difTeifiept  d^tie$ ;  and  as 
^l^^kefpfiare  ha(^  %%.\esi&  .^^  opportunity  of  reading  Chapman's 
tranflatieciof>H(K9!r«ry  t)»efh'ft;palrt  of  which  was  publiSied  in  1596, 
with  additions  in- SL598/  fnd  entire  ia^  s6i-i,  he  might  haVe 
taken  thefe  ide^irpm  thened,  without bdog^at:^!  indebted  to  his 
pwn  p^trticulor  ;pbferi!at}^>  j)r  la^uidnfance  with  flatuaty  and 
painting*  Jt.i^  furelyimore^fi^riUs  iionouri  to  remark  how  well 
he  hgs  empl<^je<i  the  little  knowledge  be  appears  to  have  had  of 
fi^ulpture  or  mythology,  than  from  hift  frequent  aUufions.  to  them 
(0  fupnofip  be  ^a^  intimately  ^9(^u3ipted  wi^b  either*    Steevens.  } 
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lacb.  Your  daughter's  chaftity-^th^re  it  begins.— 
He  fpake  of  her^  as  Dian  had  hot  dreams^ 
And  Ihe  alone  were  cold  :  ^V'hercat,  I,  wretch  ! 
Made  fcruple  of  his  praife  ;  and  wager*d  with  him 
Pieces  of  gold,  'gainft  this  which  then  he  wore 
Upon  his  honour^  finger,  toattain 
In  fuit  the  place  of  Ms  bed,  and  win  this  ring 
By  hers  and  mine  adultery  :  he,  true  knight^ 
No  lefler  of  her  honour  confident 
Than  I  did  truly  find  her,  flakes  this  ring ; 
And  would  fo,  had  it  been  a  carbuncle  * 
Of  Phoebus'  wheel ;  and  might  fo  fafely,  had  it 
Been  all  the  worth  of  his  car.     Away  to  Britain 
Poft  I  in  this  defign  :  Well  may  you, 'fir. 
Remember  me  at  court,  where  I  was  taught 
Of  your  chafte  daughter  the  wide  difference 
*Twixt  amorous  and  villainous.  Being  thus  qqench'd 
Of  hope,  not  longing,  mine  Italian  brain 
'Gan  in  your  duller  Britain  operate 
Moft  Vilely ;  for  my  vantage,  excellent  j 
And,  to  be  brief,  my  pradlice  fo  prevailed, 
That  I  returned  with  fimular  proof  enough 
To  make  the  nobile  Leonatus  mad. 
By  wounding  his  belief  in  her  renown 
With  tokens  thus,  and  thus  ;  '  averring  notes 
Of  chamber- hanging,  pistes,  this  her  bracelet| 
(O,  cunning,  bow  I  got  it !)  nay,  fome  marks 
Of  fecret  on  her  perion,  that  he  could  not 
But  think  her  bopd  of  chaflity  quite  crack'd, 
I  having  ta*en  the  forfeit.  Whereupon,—— 
Methinks,  I  fee  him  now,— 

Pqfi.  Ay,  fb  thou  do'ft^  {Q)ming  forwcfri 

Italian  fiend  !*— Ah  txitj,  moft  credulous  fool^ 

4  ^^a  carhuneh^  tfeJ]  So  in  Antony  emd Cleopatra  f 
•*  He  has  dcferv*d  h,  were  it  carhuifcted 
«<  UkePhtekus  can".  Steevens. 

>  ^ipverring,  notes]    8trch  marks  of  the  chamber  vA 

udarcfy  ag  anf erred  ot  confinned  my  report.    Johnson. 

^  •         ^  Egrc. 


I 
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Egregious  murderer,  thief^  any  diing 
That's  due  to  all  the  villains  paft,  in  being. 
To  come ! — O,  give  me  cord,  or  knife,  or  poifon, 
Some  upright  jufticer  ^  !  Thou,  king,  fend  out 
For  torturers  ingenious  :  it  is  I 
That  all  the  abhorred  things  o'  the  earth  amend. 
By  being  worfe  than  they.     I  am  Pofthumus, 
That  kiird  thy  daughter : — villain-like,  I  lie ; 
That  caused  a  leffcr  villain  than  myfelf, 
A  facrilegious  thief,  to  do't : — the  temple 
Of  virtue  was  flie ;  yea,  ^  and  flie  herfelf. 
Spit,  and  thro\y  ftones,  caft  mire  upon  me,  fet 
The  dogs  o'  the  ftreet  to  bay  mc  :  every  villain 
Be  caird,  Pofthumus  Leonatu* ;  and 
Be  villainy  lefs  than  'twas  ! — O  Imogen  ! 
My  queen,  my  life,  my  wife !  Q  Imogen, 
Imogen,  Imogen! 
Imo.  Peace,  my  lord ;  hear,  hear 


Pojl.  Shairshave  a  play  of  this?  Thou  fcornful 
page, 
There  lie  thy  part.  [^Striking  her ,  Jhe  falls. 

Tif  O,  gentlemen,  help 
Mine,  and  your  miftrefs — O,  my  lord  Pofthumus ! 
You  ne'er  kill'd  Imogen  'till  now  :-7-Help,  help  !— 
Mine  honoured  lady ! 

Cytn.  Does  the  world  go  roimd  ? 

PoJl.  How  come  *  thefe  ftaggers  on  rrte  > 

^Somt  nfright  jufficer !]    I  mciet  With  <hi«  aatiquated  wocd  la 

The  Tragedy  ofDariws^  1603  : 

**  — this  day, 

•*  Th*  eternal /w/?/V^  fees-through  the  ftan/' 
Again  in  Larjn  Tricks ^  &c.  1 608  : 

**  No :  we  muft  have  an  upright  y*;?/<w.'* 
k^\n^mVi[zrTitx'%AlhJon*s  England^  1 60a,  bookx*  chap.  r4i 

**  Precelling  his  progenitors,  a  jufticer  upright." 

Steetfns. 

7  ^^.^^avdjhe  her/elf. ']  That  js,  Shft  was  iuit  Ofify  ;V^  um^k  of 
virtue^  but  virtue  herfelf*    Johnson, 

*  — ^tbefejlaggers —  ]  This  wild  and  delirious  perturbationr 
Stagers  is  the  horie's  apoplexy.    Johnsok, 


334  C  Y  M  B  E  L  I  N  E. 

Pif.  Wake,  my  QiHlrefs  f 

Cytn.  If  this  be  fa,  the  gods  do  mean  to  ftrike  mtf 
To  death  with  mortal  joy. 

P//I  How  fares  my  miftrefs  ? 

Imo.  O,  get  thee  from  my  fight; 
Thou  gav'ft  me  poifon :  dangerous  fellow^  hence ! 
Breathe  not  where  princes  are,  • 

Cym.  The  tunc  of  Imogen  ! 

fif.  Lady,  the  gods  throw  ftoncs  of  lulphur  on 
me,  if 
That  box  I  gave  you  was  not  thought  by  me   . 
A  precious  thing;  I  had  it  from  the  queen. 

Cym.  New  majrter  ftrll  ? 

Into.  It  poifon*d  me. 

Cor.  O  gods ! —       m,        ■         '. 
I  left  out  one  thing  which  the  queen  confefs-d. 
Which  rauft  approve' thee  honeft  x^  If  Pifenio 
Have,  fa  id  fhe,  given  his  miftrefs  that  xonf eft  ion 
Which  I  gave  him  for  cordial,  flic  is.  fcrv'd  . 
As  I  would  ferve  ^  rat,  .  '  :   . . 

Cym.  What's  this,  Cornelius?  . 

Cor.  The  queen,  fir,  very  oft  importun'd  me 
To  temper  poifons  for  her ;  ftill  pretending 
The  fatisf adion  of  her  knowledge,'  QvAf  ' 
In  kifling  creatures  vile,  as  cats  anddogs^ 
Of  no  efteem  :  I,  dreading  that  her  purpofe 
Was  of  more  darker,  did  conipound  for  her 
A  certain  fluff,  which,  being^.ta'en,  would  ceafe 
The  prefent  power  of  life ;!  but,  in  fiiort  tirw. 
All  offices  of  nature  fliould  again    ;  - 

Dp  their  due  f unftibns.-^Have  y ou  ta-eh  of  il  ? 

imo.  Mofl:  like  1  didi  for  t  was' dead,, 

Bei*  Myhoysy"  ,       .. 

There  was  our  errors 

Guid.'  This  is  Cmt  Fidele. 

Imo.  Why  did  you  throw  your  wedded  hdy  from 
you? 

Think, 
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^  Think,  that  you  arc  open  a  rock ;  and  now 
Throw  me  again. 

P(fi.  Hang  there  like  fruit,  my  foul; 
Till  the  tree  die !         * 

Cym.  How  now,  my  fiefli,  my  child  ? 
What,  mak'ft  thou  me  a  dullard  *  in  this  adl  ? 
Wilt  thou  not  fpeak  to  me  ? 

Inio.  Your  bleffing,  fir.  {^KneeUngn 

Bel  Though  you  did  love  this.youth,  I  blame  you 
not;    . 
You  had  a  motive  for't^     [fto  Guiderius  and  Arvir^us^ 

Cym.  My  tears,  that  fall. 
Prove  holy  water  on  thee  !     Imogen, 
Thy  mother's  dead. 

Im.  I  am  forry  for't,  my  lord. 

Cym.  O,  (he  w^s  naught ;  and  long  of  her  it  was. 
That  we  meet  here  fo  ftrangely  :  But  her  fon 
Is  gone,  we  know  not  how,  nor  where.  * 

Pif  My  lord. 
Now  fear  is  from  me,  I'll  fpeak  ti:oth.     Lord  Cloten, 
Upon  my  lady's  miffing,  came  to  me- 

.  .    '   '  .  •  • 

*  Think  f  that  you  are  upon  a  rod ; ]     In  this  fpeechj  or  la 

the  anfwer,  there  is  little  meaning.  I  fuppofe^  (he  would  fay, 
Confider  fuch  another  a£t  as  equally  fatal  to  me  with  precipitatlOA 
from  a  rock,  and  oow  let  me  fee  whether  you  will  repeat  it: 

:    \  JoHfitsoN« 

Perhaps  only  a  fiage  dire6Hon  is  wanting  to  clear  this  pailage 
from  obfcarity.  Imogen  firft  upbraids  her  hufband  for  the  vio- 
lent tneatn»ent  (lie  had  jufl  experienced ;  then  confident  of  the  re« 
turn  of  pa(fion  which  (lie  knew  muil:  fucceed  to  the  difcorery  of 
her,  innocence,  the  poet  might  have  meant  her  to  ru(h  into  his 
arms,  and  while  (be  clung  about  him  fafl^-  to  dare  him  to  throv 
her  off  a  fecond  time,  left  that  precipitation  fhould  prove  as  fatal 
to  them  both,  as  if  the  place  where  they  f^ood  had  been  a  rock« 
To  which  he  replies,  hang  there^  u  e.  round  my  neck|  till  the 
frame  that  now  fupports  you  (hall  decay*    Steevens. 

'  — a  dullard -«-»]  In  this  place  means  a  perfon  fhipidly  uncon« 
ccrn'd.    So  in  Hifiriomaftix^  or  the  Flayer  ivhifty  i6io  : 

*♦  What  duUard!  would'ft  thou  doat  in  rufty  art  ?•* 
Again,  Sunyhurfl  in  his  veriion  of  the  firfl  book  ot  Virgil,  158^ : 
**  We  Moeres,  lyke  dullards^  are  not  fo  wytles  abyding^** 

StS£V£NS« 

With 
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With  his  fword  drawii ;  foam'd  at  the  mouth,  and 

fwore. 
If  I  difcover'd  not  which  way  flie  was  gone^ 
It  was  my  inftant  death  :  By  accident^ 
I  had  a  feigned  letter  of  my  mafter*8 
Then  in  my  pocket ;  which  direAed  him 
To  feek  her  on  the  mountains  near  to  Milford  ; 
Where,  in  a  frenzy,  in  my  mafter's  garmentSj, 
Which  he  inforc'd  from  me,  away  he  pofts 
With  unchafte  purpofe,  aiid  with  oath  to  violate 
My  lady's  honour :  what  became  of  him> 
I  further  know  not. 

Guid.  Let  me  end  the  ftory  : 
I  flew  him  there. 

Cym.  Marry,  the  gods  forefend  ? 
I  would  not  thy  good  deeds  fliould  from  my  lips 
Pluck  a  hard  fentence :  pr'ythee,  valiant  you^, 
Deny*t  again* 

Guid.  I  have  fpoke  it,  and  I  did  it. 

Cym.  He  was  a  prince. 

Quid.  A  moft  ineivil  one :  The  wrongs  he  did  nie 
Were  nothing  prince-like ;  for  he  did  provoke  me 
With  language  that  would  make  me  fpurn  the  fea, 
If  it  CQiUd  fo  roar  to  me :  I  cut  ofTs  head ; 
And  am  right  glad,  he  is  not  Handing  here 
To  tell  this  tale  of  mine. 

Cym.  I  am  forry  for  thee : 
By  thine  own  tongue  thou  art  condemned,  and  muft 
Endure  our  law :  -Thou  art  dead. 

Imo.  That  headlcfs  man 
I  thought  bad  been  my  lord. 

Cym*  Bind  the  offender, 
And  rake  him  from  our  prefence. 

BeL  Stay,  fir  king  : 

This  man  is  better  than  the  man  he  flew. 

As  well  defocnded  as  thyfelf ;  and  hath 

More  of  thee  merited,  than  a  band  of  Clotens 

Had 
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Had  ever  fear  for, — — L«t  his  arms  alone } 

»  '  ITo  the  guards 

They  were  not  born  for  bondage* 

Cym.  Why^  old  foldier, 
Wilt  thou  undo  the  wortti  thou  art  unpaid  for, 
5  By  tailing  of  our  wrath  ?  How  of  defcenC 
As  good  as  we  ? 

Av.  In  that  he  fpake  too  far* 

Cym.  And  thou  fhaltdie  for't* 

Bel  We  will  die  all  three  : 
But  I  will  prove^  that  two  of  us  are  as  gbod 
As  I  have  given  out  him, — My  fons>  I  rnuft^ 
For  my  own  part,  unfold  a  dangerous  fpeech, 
Though,  haply,  well  for  you, 

Arv.  Your  danger's  ours, 

Guid.  And  our  good  his. 

Bel  Have  at  it  then.— 
By  leave  ; — Thou  had'ft,  great  king,  a  fubjeit;  whd 
Was  caird  Belarius. 

Cym.  What  of  him  ?  he  is 
A  banifli'd  traitor. 

Bel  He  it  is,  that  hath 
*  Affum*d  this  age  :  indeed,  a  banilh'd  man ; 

I  know 

'  Bji>  tafting  of  our  ivrath  f ]     But  how  did  Belarius  undo 

or  forfeit  his  merit  by  tafting  or  feeling  the  king's  wrath  ?  Wc 
ihould  read : 

By  hafting  of  our  wrath  ?  ■ 

i.  e.  by  haflening,  provoking ;  and  as  fuch  a  provocation  is  un- 
dutifiil,  the  demerit,  confequently,  undoes  or  makes  void  hia 
former  worth,  and  alljprerenfions  to  reward.     Warbur.ton» 

There  is  no  need  ofchange;  the  confequence  is  taken  for  the 
whole  a£tion  ;  hy  tafting  is  hy  forcing  us  to  make  thee  tafte. 

Johnson, 

♦  hSwrv^Athis  ^^.•— ]  I  believe  is  the  fame  as  reached  at 
attaif^d  this  age*    otekvens. 

As  there  is  no  reafon  to  imagine  that  Belarius  had  alTumed  the 
appearance  of  being  older  than  he  really  was,  I  fufpedt  that,  in- 
fed  of  age^  we  ought  to  read  gage ;  fo  that  he  may  be  under- 
ilood  to  refer  to  the  engagtment^  which  he  had  entered  into,  a  fevr 
lines  before,  in  thcfe  words : 

Vol,  IX.  Z  •— Wc 
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I  knoW  not  how,  a  traitor.  •  * 

tym.  Take  him  hence; 
The  whole  world  fliall  not  favc  hira, 

BeL  Not  too  hot  : 
Firft  pay  me  for  the  nUrfing  of  thy  fons  ; 
And  let  it  be  confifcate  all,  fo  foon 
As  I  have  received  it. 

Cym.  Nurfing  of  my  fons  ? 

Bel.  I  am  too  blunt,  andfaucy:  Here's  my  knee : 
Ere  I  arife,  I  will  prefer  my  fons  ; 
Then,  fpare  not  the  old  father.     Mighty  fir, 
Thefe  two  young  gentlemen,  that  call  me  father, 
And  think  they  are  my  fons,  are  none  of  mine  ; 
They  are  the  iflue  of  your  loins,  my  liege. 
And  blood  of  your  begetting. 

Cym.  How  !  my  iffue  ? 

BeL  So  fure  as  you  your  father's.     I,  old  Morgan, 
Am  that  Belarius  whom  you  fometime  baniih'd : 
*  Your  pleafure  was  my  near  offence,  my  punilhment 
Itfelf,  and  all  my  treafon  ;  that  I  fuffer'd. 
Was  all  the  harm  I  did.    Thefe  gentle  princes 

"  We  will  die  all  three ; 

**  But  I  will  prove  that  two  of  us  gre  as  good 

**  As  I  have  given  out  him.**    Tyrwhitt. 

5  Tour  pleafure  *was  my  near  offence  j ]  I  think  this  paluge 

may  better  be  read  thus  : 

Your  pleafure  was  my  dear  offence,  my  punilhment 

Itfelf  was  all  my  treafon ;  that  I  fu&r'd, 

Was  all  the  harm  I  did.— — 
The,  offence  which  coft  me  fo  dear  was  only  your  caprice.    My 
fut&rings  have  been  all  my  crime.    Johnson. 

The  reading  of  the  old  copies,  though  corrupt,  is  generally 
nearer  to  the  truth  than  that  of  the  later  editions,  Which,  for  the 
moft  part,  adopt  the  orthography  of  their  refpeftive  ages.  An 
ioftance  occurs  in  Uie  play  6i  Cymheliney  in  the  lafi:  fcene.  Be- 
larius  fays  to  the  king : 

Your  pleafure  was  my  near  offence,  my  punilhment 

Itlclf,  and  all  my  treafon. 

Dr.  Johnfon  would  read  dear  offence^  In  the  folio  it  is  iuirt\ 
which  plainly  points  out  to  us  the  true  reading,  mctre^  as  the 
word  was  then  fpelt.    Tyrwhitt. 

•  For 
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(For  fuch,  and  fo  they  are)  thefe  twenty  years 
Have  I  trained  up  :  thofe  arts  they  have,  as  I 
Could  put  Into  them  ;  my  breeding  was,  fir,  as 
Your  highnefs  knows.     Their  nurfe,  Euriphile, 
Whom  for  the  theft  I  wedded,  ftole  thefe  children 
Upon  my  bariiihment :  I  mov*d  her  to't ; 
Having  received  the  punilhment  before. 
For  that  which  I  did  then  :  Beaten  for  loyalty 
Excited  me  to  treafon  :  Their  dear  lofs. 
The  more  of  you  'twas  felt,  the  more  it  fliap'd 
Unto  my  end  of  ftealing  them.     But,  gracious  fir. 
Here  are  your  fons  again  ;  and  I  muft  lofe 
Two  of  the  fweet*ft  companions  in  the  world  ; 
The  benedidion  of  thefe  covering  heavens 
Fall  on  their  heads  like  dew  !  for  they  are  worthy 
To  inlay  heaven  with  liars. 

Cym.  *  Thou  weep*ft,  and  fpeak'ft. 
The  fervice,  that  you  three  have  done,  is  more 
Unlike  than  this  thou  teirft  :  I  loft  my  children ; 
If  thefe  be  they,  I  know  not  how  to  wiih 
A  pair  of  worthier  fons. 

BeL  Be  pleas'd  a  while.-* 
This  gentleman,  whom  I  call  Polydore, 
Moft  worthy  prince,  as  yours,  is  true  Guiderius  : 
This  gentleman,  my  Cadwal,  Arviragus, 
Your  younger  princely  fon  ;  he,  fir,  was  lap'd 
In  a  moft  curious  mantle,  wrought  by  the  hand 
Of  his  queen  mother,  which,  for  more  probationjl 
I  can  with  eafe  produce, 

Cym.  Guiderius  had 
Upon  his  neck  a  mole,  a  fanguine  ftar ; 
It  was  a  mark  of  wonder. 

BeL  This  is  he ; 

•  fhou  weep^Jl  andj^aJ^J.']  "  Thy  tean  give  teftimony  to  Ac 
fincerity  of  thy  relation ;  and  I  have  the  lefs  reafon  to  be  incre- 
dulous, becaufe  the  adtions  which  you  have  done  within  mr 
knowledge  are  more  incredible  than  the  ftory  which  you  relate/*. 
The  king  reafons  very  juftly,    Johnson. 

.    Z  2  J!Vh« 
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Who  h^th  upon  him  ftill  that  natural  (lamp : 
It  was  wife  nature's  end  in  the  donation. 
To  be  his  evidence  now. 

Cym.  O,  what  am  I 
A  mother  to  the  birth  of  three  ?  Ne'er  .mother 
Rejoic'd  deliverance  more  : — Bleft  may  you  be  % 
That,  after  this  ftrange  ftarting  from  your  orbs, 
You  may  reign  in  them  now  !— O  Imogen, 
Thou  haft  loft  by  this  a  kingdom. 

Imo.  No,  my  lord  ; . 
I  have  got  two  worlds  by*t.— O  my  gentle  bro- 
thers, 
HaVe  we  thus  met  ?  O  never  fay  hereafter, 
Put  I  am  trueft  fpeaker  :  you  caird  me  brother. 
When  I  was  but  your  fifter  ;  I  you  brothers, 
I  When  you  were  fo  indeed. 

Cym.  Did  you  e*er  meet  ? 

Arv.  Ay,  my  good  lord. 

Gidd.  And  at  firft  rneeting  lovM  ; 
Continued  fo,  until  we  thought  he  died. 

Cor.  By  the  queen's  dram  Ihe  fwallow'd. 

Cym.  O  rare  inftind: ! 
When  (hall  I  hear  all  through  ?  This  ^  fierce  abric^- 

ment 
Hath  to  it  circumftantial  branches,  which 
Diftinftion  ftiould  be  rich  in.— Where  ?   how  liv'd 

you  ? 
And  when -came  you  to  ferve  our  Roman  captive  ? 
How  parted  with  your  brothers  ?  how  firft  i^et  them? 

V 

7— mayj?£^K  5r.]  The  old  copy  reads— ^r^  you  be.  STSfiVE^** 
■  When  you  werefoy  indeed."]  The  folipgiy^s  ; 
When  vji  were  fo,  indeed. 
If  this  be  right,  we  muft  read  : 
fmo*  J,  you  brothers. 

jfrv.  Whei\  we  were  fo,  indeed.    Johnsow. 
9  :;^.m.^  fierce  abridgment'}  Fierce^  i^vehemenijraf  id*  J&HKSOK* 
•Sp,  in  Timpn  of  Athens  : 

Oh,*  ihtjierce  wretchedn^ls  that  glory  brings  I  St££Y£NI« 

•*  Why 
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*  Why  fled  you  from  the  court  ?  and  whither  ?  Thefe, 

And  your  three  motives  to  the  battle,  with 

I  know  not  how  much  more,  Ihould  be  demanded  ; 

And  all  the  other  by-dependancies, 

jFrom  chance  to  chance ;  but  nor  the  time,  nor  place. 

Will  ferve  our  long  *  interrogatories.     See, 

Pofthumus  anchors  upon  Imogen  ; 

And  fhe,  like  harmlefs  lightning,  throws  her  eye 

On  him,  her  brothers,  me^  her  mailer  ;  hitting 

Each  objcd:  with  a  joy  :  the  counter-change 

Is  feverally  in  all.     Let's  quit  this  ground. 

And  fmoke  the  temple  with  our  facrifices. 

Thou  art  my  brother ;  So  we'll  hold  thee  ever. 

[To  BelartuL 

Imo.  You  are  my  father  too  j  and  did  relieve  me. 
To  fee  this  gracious  feafon. 

Cym.  AHo'er-joy'd, 
Save  thef^  in  bolids  :  let  them  be  joyful  too^^     . 
For  they  Ihall  tafte  our  comfort. 

Im$^  My  good  mafter, 
I  will  yet  do  you  fervice. 

Ijsc4  Happy  be  you  !   . 

Cym.  The  forlorn  foldier,  that  fo  nobly  fought, 
He  would  have  well  becom'd  this  place,  and  grac'd 
The  thaiikings  of  a  king. 

?ojl.  I  am,  fir. 
The  foldier  that  did  company  thefe  three 
In  poor  befeeming ;  'twas  a  fitment  for 

■  Why  Jled you  from  the  courts  and  whether  the/?  f}  It  mull  be 
le^ed  thus : 

Why  fled  you  from  the  court  ?  and  whither  f  Thefe,  &c. 
The  king  is  aiking  his  daughter,  hdw  ihc  has  lived ;  why  (he  fled 
ftem  the  court,  and  to  what  place :  and  having-  enumerated  fo 
tttoy  particulars,  he  ftops  (hbrt.    Theobald. 

*  WiUfertfe  our  hng—l  So  the  firft  folio.  Later  editors  have 
omitted  our^  for  the  fake  of  the  metre,  I  fuppofe ;  but  *  unnccef- 
larily;  9%  iriurrogatory  is  ufed  by  Shakefpcare  as  a  qUadriJyllahlim 
See  the  Merchant  of  Fenia  near  the  end,  where  in  the'  old  edi- 
iiptt  it  it  written  intergatory.    Ty» WKlttt 

Z  3  The 
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The  purpofe  I  then  followed  : — That  I  was  he^ 
Speak^  lachitno ;  I  had  you  dpwn^  and  might 
Have  made  you  finiftu 

Ic^h.  I  am  down  again  : 
But  now  my  heavy  confcience  finks  my  knee^  [Kneels. 
As  then  your  force  did.  Take  that  life,  'befeechyou, 
Which  I  fo  often  owe  :  but,  your  ring  firft ; 
And  h^re  the  bracelet  of  the  trueft  princefs. 
That  ever  fwore  her  faith. 

Pqjl.  Kneel  not  to  me : 
The  power  that  I  have  on  you,  is  to  fpare  you ; 
The  malice  towards  you,  to  forgive  you  :  Live, 
Apd  deal  with  others  better. 
.    Cymb.  Nobly  doomed  : 
We'll  learn  our  freeneft  of  a  fon-in-Iaw| 
Pardon's  the  word  to  all, 

Arv.  You  bolp  us,  fir^ 
As  you  did  mean  indeed  to  be  our  brother; 
Jby*d  are  we,  that  you  are. 

Poji.  Your  fervanr,  princes. — Good  my  lord  of 
Rome, 
Call  forth  ypur  foothftyer :  As  I  flept,  methought, 
preat  Jupiter,  upon  his  eagle  backed. 
Appeared  to  me,  with  other  fprightly  ihews  ^ 
Of  mine  own  kindred  :  when  I  wak*d,  I  found 
This  label  on  my  bpfom ;  whofe  containing 
Is  fo  from  fenfe  in  hardnefs,  that  I  can 
Make  no  colledion  of  it '  :  let  him  flieiy 
J^is  ikill  iq  jhe  conftruftion. 

Luc.  Philarmonus,— — ^ 

t  —  fyn^tXyJhews — ]  Arc  gjioflly  sppearanceii.    Steevik^ 
?  Mah  nocoMt&xon  of  i/.]  A  colleft'ion  is  a  corollary,  a  con* 
fequence  deduced  from  premifes.     So,  in  Sir  John  Davies's  poem 
en  The  Immortality  of  the  Soul ; 

M  When  fhe,  from  fundry  arts,  one  llpll  doth  draw; 

**  Gathering  from  divers  fights,  one  aS  of  war ; 
f ;  Fi'Qfn  niany  cafes  like,  one  rule  of  law : 
M  Thcfe  h^,€o(MiMjf  not  the  fenfcs  arc."  Steeviks* 

Sootb. 
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Sootk  Here,  my  good  lord, 

Imc.  Read^  and  declare  the  meaning. 

Sooth/ayer  reads. 

When  as  a  lianas  whelp  Jball,  to  him/elf  unknown^  with- 
$ut  feeiing  find,  and  be  embraced  by  a  piece  of  tender  air ; 
and  when  from  a  fiately  cedar  Jhall  be  kpt  branches, 
which,  being  dead  many  years  J  JhaU  after  revive,  be  Joint- 
ed to  the  old  ftock,  and  frejhly  gronv  ;  then  jhall  Poji-- 
hmus  end  his  miferies,  Britain  be  fortunate,  and  jlourifh 
in  peace  and  plenty. 

Thou,  Leonatus,  art  the  lion's  whelp ; 
The  fit  and  apt  conftrudion  of  thy  name. 
Being  Leo-natus,  doth  import  fo  much. 
The  piece  of  tender  air,  thy  virtuous  daughter, 

[7b  Cymbeline. 
Which  we  call  mollis  aer ;  and  moUis  aer 
We  term  it  mulier :  which  mulier,  I  divine. 
Is  this  moft  conftant  wife ;  [To  Pqft.2  who,  even  now, 
Anfwering  the  letter  of  the  oracle. 
Unknown  to  you,  unfought,  were  clip*d  about 
With  this  moft  tender  air, 

Cym.  This  hath  fome  feeming. 

Sooth.  The  lofty  cedar,  royal  Cymbeline, 
Perfonates  thee :  and  thy  lopt  branches  point 
Thy  two  fons  forth  :  who,  by  Belarius  ftolen. 
For  many  years  thought  dead,  are  now  reviv'd. 
To  the  majeftick  cedar  join'd ;  whofe  iflue 
Promifes  Britain  peace  and  plenty. 

Cywi  Well, 
*  My  peace  we  will  begin :— And,  Caius  Lucius, 
Although  the  vidlor,  we  fubmit  to  Caelar, 
And  to  the  Roman  empire;  promifing 

^  f/fy  peace  ^g  will  begin : «— — ]  I  think  it  better  to  read : 
By  peace  wc  frill  begin.*——    Johnson, 

Z4  T9 
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To  pay  our  wonted  tribute,  from  the  whick 
We  were  diffuadcd  by  our  wicked  queen ; 
On  whom  heaven's  juftice,  (both  on  her,  and  hers) 
Hath  lay'd  mod  heavy  hand. 

Sooth*  The  fingers  of  the  powers  above  do  tunp. 
The  harmony  of  this  peace.     The  vifipn. 
Which  I  made  known  to  Lucius,  ere  the.  ffrokc 
Of  this  yet  fcarce-cold  battle,  at  this  inftant 
Is  full  accomplifli'd  :  For  the  Roman  eagle. 
From  fouth  to  weft  on  wing  foaring  aloft, 
LeffenM  herfelf,  and  in  the  beams  o*  the  fun 
5o  vanifli'd  ;  which  fore-^lhew^d,  our  princely  eaglej 
The  imperial  Csefar,  Ihould  again  unite 
His  favour  with  the  radiant  Cymbeline^ 
Which  Ihines  here  in,  the  weft. 

Cym.  Laud  we  the  gods ; 
And  let  our  crdoked  fmokes  climb  to  their  noflril^ 
From  our  bleft  altars  \l  Publifli  we  thisi  peace 
To  all  our  fubje(3:s.     Set  we  forward  :  Let 
A  Roman  and  a  Britifh  enfign  wave 
Friendly  together  :  fo  throqgh  Lud's  town  march; 
And  in  the  temple  of  great  Jupiter 
Our  peace  well  ratify  ;  .feal  it  with  feafts.-^ 
get  on  there  :- — Never  was  a  war  did  ceafe, 
Eire  bloody  hands  were  wafli'd,  with  fuch  a  peace. 

[Exeunt  omes* 

» 

THIS  play  has  many  juft  fentfrnentt,  Jbine  natural  dialogucJi 
l^n4  fomc  pleafing  fcenes,  but  they  are  obtained  kt  the  expcnceof 
much  incongruity.  To  renftark  the^  folly  of  the  fidlcm,  th^  ab* 
furdity  of  the  condut^,  the.  cobfufiqn.  of  th^  names,  and  is^nt 
pers  of  different  times,  and  the  impoflibility  of  the  events. in  any 
fyflem  of  life,  were  to  wafle  criticifm  upon  unrcfiftineimbecility^ 
lipon  faults  too  evidcAt  for  d^tc^on,  and  too  groft  tor  agjpin* 


^  S,X>NO 


J  SONG,  fung  hy  Guiderius  and  JrviragHs  over 

Fidek^  fippofid  /<^  ^e  dead. 

By  M.WfLhXAU   CoiLlNS. 

I, 

m 

To  fair  Ftdele^s  grajj^  tomhy 

Soft  maids,  and  village  hinds  Jhall  bring 
Each  opening  fweet,  of  earlieft  bloom^ 

Jnd  rtfie  all  the  breathing  fpring. 

2. 

No  wailing  ghqft  Jhall  dare  appear 

To  vex  with  Jhrieks  this  quiet  grove  : 
But  Jhepherd  lads  ajfemble  here, 

Jnd  melting  virgins  own  their  hve. 


No  withered  witch  Jhall  here  be  feen^ 

No  goblins  lead  their  nightly  crew  : 
The  female  fays  Jhall  haunt  the  green^ 

And  drefs  thy  grave  with  pearly  dew. 

4-         * 

The  redrbreajl  oft  at  evening  houri 

Shall  kindly  lend  his  little  aid^ 
With  hoary  mofsj  and  gathered  jhwers. 

To  deck  the  ground  where  thou  art  laid^ 

5- 

When  howling  winds,  and  beating  rain^ 

In  tempefts  Jhake  the  fylvan  cell; 
Or  midft  the  chace  on  ev*ry  plain ^ 

fk  lender  thought  on  thee  Jhall  dwell. 

Each 
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Each  lonely  fcene  Jhall  thee  refiore  ; 

For  thee  the  tear  he  duly  Jhed  : 
Belo^dy  ^till  life  could  charm  no  more ; 

Jnd  mourn* d  'till  pit/s  felf  be  dead. 


KING 


^  » 


KING    LEAR. 


\    *. 


I 


Perfons  Reprefentcd, 

Lear,  King  of  Britain. 

King  of  France. 

Duke  of  Burgundy. 

Duke  of  Cornwall. 

Duke  of  Albany. 

Earl  of  Glofter. 

Earl  of  Kent. 

J£dgar,  Son  to  Glofter. 

Edmund,  Bqftard  Son  to  Glofter. 

Curan,  a  Courtier. 

Ph^ian. 

FooL 

Ofwald,  Siewarita  Goneril 

A  (^tainimpl^^ b  Eiimund.,^ 

Gentleman^  aitenaant  on  Cordelia. 

A  Herald* 

Old  Man,  Tenant  to  Glofter. 

Servants  to  Cornwall. 


f-  * 


Goneril,  ^ 

Regan,     V  Daughters  to  Lear. 

Cordelia^  J 

Kn^hts  attending  on  the  Kingj  Officers,  Meffengers^ 

Soldiers,  and  Attendants. 

SCENE,  Britain, 


'KING      LEAR. 


A  C  T    L       S  C  E  N  E      I. 

j^ng  Learns  Balace. 
Enter  Kent,  Gbjier,  and  Edmund. 

Kent.  I  thought,  the  king  had  more  afFcdcd  the 
duke  of  Albany,  than  CornwalL 

Gh. 

*  The  ftory  of  this  traj^dy  had  found  iti  way  into  many  bal- 
lads andotbcr  metrical  pieces;  yet  Sbakefpeare  feems  to  have 
^CA  .more  indebted  to  the  True  Chronicle  Hiftory  of  King  Leir 
/^n^his  Three  Daughters^  GonoriUj  Ragan^  aid  CorMla^  1605, 
(which  I  have  already  publiihed  at  the  end  of  a  coUedtion  of  xk^ 
quatto  copies)  than  to  all  the  other  performances  together.    It 
appears  from  the  books  at  Stationers'  Hall,  that  ibme  play  on  this 
fuhjcft  was  entered  by  Edward  White,  May  14,  1594.     "  j^ 
bopfce  cntituled,  The  mojlefamoui  -Chronicle  Hyjlorie  of  Leire  King 
of  E^flanJy  and  his  three  Daughters.^*    A  piece  with  the  fame 
title  IS  enter'd  again,  May  8,  i6oj;  and  again  Nov.  a6,  i6o7« 
SijBe  the  extrads  from  thefe  Entries  at  the  end  of  the  Prefaces, 
?ic.    From  The  Mirror  of  Magiflrates^  i^^6^  Shakefpeare  bai^ 
however,  taken  thrhint  for  the  behaviour  of  the  Steward,  aod 
the  reply  of  Cordelia  to  her  father  concerning  her  future  marri* 
age.    The  epifode  of  Qlofter  and  his  (bns  mufl  have  been  b^« 
rowed  from  oidney's  Arcadia^  s^s  I  have  not  found  the  leaft  trace 
of  it  in  any  other  work.     I  have  referred  to  thefe  pieces,  whe4« 
ever  our  author  feems  more  immediately  to  have  followed  them, 
ioi  the  courfc  of  my  notes  on  the  play.     For  the  firil  KingJLear^ 
fee  likewife  Six  old  Plays  on    'which  Sbakejpeare  fowukd^   &C* 
publiflied  for  S.  Leacroft,  Charinj;«Crofs. 

The  reader  will.alfo  find  the  flory  of  K.  Lear^  m  the  fecond 
hqok  and  loth  canto  of  Spenfer's  Faery  ^een^  and  in  the  15th 
chapter  of  the  third  book  of  Warner's  AlbiorCs  England^  x6os« 

Thp  whole  of  this  play,  however,  could  not  haYe  been  writ- 
ten tiU  after  x6o3«  Harfnet's  pamphlet  to  which  it  contains  fo 
many  referenipes,  (as  will  appear  in  the  notes)  was  not  publifiwd 
till  that  year.     Steevens. 

'  Camden,  in  his  Remains^  (p.  306.  ed.  1674O  tellf  a  fimilaf 
^xy  to  this  of  Leir  or  Lear^  of  Ina  kmg  ot  the  Weft  Saxons; 

whicbj 
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Gh.  It  did  always  feem  fo  to  us  :  but  now^  *  in 
the  divifion  of  the  kingdom,  it  appears  riot  which 
of  the  dujces  he  values  moft ;  for  '  equalities  are  fo 
weighed,  ♦  that  curiofity  in  neither  can  ^  make  choice 
of  cither's  moiety. 

KItnt.  Is  not  this  your  fon,  my  lord  ? 

Gh.  His  breeding,  fir,  hath  been  at  my  charge :  I 
have  fo  often  blufli'd  to  acknowledge  him^  that  now 
I  am  brazM  to't. 

Kent.  I  cannot  conceive  you. 

Gh.  Sir,  this  young  fellow's  mother  could :  where- 

which,  if  the  thing  ever  happened,  probably  was  the  real  origia 
of  the  fable*     See  under  the  head  ot  PTt/e  Speeches*    Percy* 

*  m^-'^in  the  divifion  of  the  kingdom^ J  There  i{  fomediing 

of  obfcurity  or  inaccuracy  in  this  preparatory  fcene*  *  The  king 
has  already  divided  his  kingdom,  and  yet  when  he  enters  he  exa- 
mines his  daughters,  to  difcover  in  what  proportions  he  ihould 
divide  it.  Perhaps  Kent  and  Glofler  only  were  privy  to  his  de« 
£gn,  which  he  itill  kept  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  changed  or 
performed  as  fubfequent  reafons  fhould  determine  him* 

Johnson. 

«  *— .r^»^i////Vj,— — ']  So,  the  firft  quartos;  the  rolio  reads— 
^alities,    Johnson. 

Either  may  ferve ;  but  of  the  former  I  find  an  inftance  in  the 
Flower  of  Frien4lhipj  1568:  **  After  this  match  made,  and 
equalities  confidered,  &c.'*    Steevens* 

4  ^^that  curiofity  in  neither — ]  Curiofity^  for  eza6^e(i:  fcrutiny. 
The  fenfe  of  the  whole  fentence  is.  The  qualities  and  propertia 
of  the  feveral  divifions  are  fo  weighed  and  balanced  againfl  one 

'another,  that  the  exa6teft  fcrutiny  could  not  determine  in  prefer- 
"  ring  one  (hare  to  the  other.    War  bur  ton, 

Curififity  is  fcrupuloufnefs,  or  captioufnefs*  So,  in  the  Tamit^ 
of  a  Shrew  y  a6t  Iv*  fc.  iv* 

**  For  curious  I  cannot  be  with  you.**  Steevens* 

5  ■■  '  ■  make  choice  of  either* s  moiety. ]  The  ftri6t  fenfe  of  the 
word  moiety  is  half  one  of  two  equal  parts ;  but  Shakefpeare  com- 
monly  ufes  it  for  any  part  or  divifion* 

Methinks  my  moiety  north  from  Burton  here, 

In  quantity  equals  not  one  of  yours : 
and  here  the  divifion  was  into  three  parts*    Steevens*  . 
Heywood  likewife  ufes  the  word  moiety  as  fynonymous  to  anypgri 
Of  portion,     *'  I  would  unwillingly  part  with  the  greateft  moittf 
of  my  own  means  and  fortunes**'    Hift*  of  fFomen^  1624.    . 

Malone. 

upon 
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upon  flie  grew  round*wombed ;  and  had^  indeed,  fir, 
a  Ton  for  her  cradle,  ere  fhe  had  a  hufband  for  her  bed. 
Do  you  fmell  a  fault  ? 

Kent.  I  cannot  wiih  the  fault  undone,  the  iflue  of 
it  being  fo  proper. 

Gh.  But  I  have,  fir,  a  fon  by.  order  of  law,  ^  fomc 
year  elder  than  this,  who  yet  is  no  dearer  in  my  ac- 
count, though  this  knave  came  fomewhat  faucily^ 
into  the  world  before  he  was  fent  for :  yet  was  his 
mother  fair ;  there  was  good  fport  at  his  making,  and 
the  whorefon  muft  be  acknowledged,— Do  you  know 
this  noble  gentleman,  Edmund  ? 

Edm.  No,  my  lord. 

Gh.  My  lord  of  Kent :  remember  him  hereafter 
as  my  honourable  friend. 

Edm.  My  fervices  to  your  lordfhip. 

Kent.  I  muft  love  you,  and  fue  to  know  you  better. 

Edm.  Sir,  I  ihall  fiudy  deferving. 

Glo.  He  hath  been  out  nine  years,  and  away  he 
Ihall  again  :— The  king  is  coming. 

[Trumpets  found  within. 

Enter  Lear^  Cornwall f  jllbar^,  Gmeril^  Regan,  Cordelia^ 

and  attendants. 

Lear.  Attend  the  lords  of  France  and  Burgundy, 

Glofter. 
Gb.  I  ihaH,  my  liege.  [Exeunt  Glofter y  and  Edmund. 
Lear.  Mean  time  we  ihall  I  exprefs  our  darker 

purpofe. 

The 

•  •'^^fmiyear  elder  than  thts^-"'^']  The  Oxford  editor,  not 
vnderflanding  the  common  phrafe,  alters  year  to  jf ears.  He  £d 
not  confider,  the  Bafhrd  fays  : 

For  that  I  9m/cme  twelve  or  fourteen  moon-ihines 
Lag  of  a  brother,  Warburton. 

Somey§ar^  is  an  expreffion  ufed  when  we  fpeak  indefinitely. 

Stssvens. 
'— f;^</i  our  &9x\tr  purpofe.l   Darker^  for  morcfccrets 
Mformdirt^,  oblique.    Wa&bvjltok. 

Thif 


t 
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The  map  there.— Know,  that  we  have  divided, 
la  direc,  our  kingdom  :  *  and' 'tis  our  faft  intent 
'?o  A^ke  all  cares  and  bufinefs  from  our  ^e  ^  ;^ 
^onferncg  them  on  younger  ftrengths  ',  while  we  * 
Unburdened  crawl  toward  death.---Our  Xoxi  of.CarQ?^ 

wall. 
And  you^  our  no  lefs  loving  Ion  of  Albany, 
We  have  this  hour  a  '  coQuant  will,  tp  publifli 
.Our  daughters*  fcveral  dowers,  that  future  ftrifc 
May  be  prevented  now.     The  princes,  Fraqce  and 

Burgundy, 

This  word  may  admit  a  further  e:?rpIicatioh.  WeJhaUexprefs 
OUT  darker  purpofe :  that  is,  we  have  already  made  known  in 
^fijme  meafure  our  defiga  of.  parting  the  kingdoiyi ;  we  will  now 
difcover  what  has  not  been  told  before,  the  reafons  by  which  wc 
(hall  regulate  the  partition^  This  interpretation  will  juftifyor 
palliate  the  exordial  dialogue,    Johnson. 

8 and^tis  our  faft  intent,^     This  is  an  interpolation  of 

Mr.  Lewis  Theobald,  for  want  of  knowing  the  tneanipg  of  the 
old  reading  in  the  quarto  of  1608,  and  firil  folio  of  1623  9  where 

we  find  it, 

and  *tis  ourjffr^  intent ; 

which  is  as  Shakefpeare  wrote  it ;  who  makes  Lear  declare  his 
purpofe  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  character :  that  the  Jlrjt 
Tjea^n  of  his  abdication  was  Uie  love  of  his  people,  that  thcj 
might  be  protected  by  fuch  as  were  better  able  to  difcharge  the 
truft ;  and  his  natural  affedtion  for  his  daughters  j  only  ihe/econl 
*  ^  Wakburtqn. 

Fafih  the  reading  of  the  firft  folio,  and,  I  think,  the  true 
reading.     Johnson. 

©•^•^p-  fiom  pur  agi ;]  The  qfia^tos  t^A-"^ o^r  Jiite. 

Steevens. 

'  Conferring  them  on  younger  ftrengths,].  is  the  reading  of  the 
folio ;  the  quartos  readj  Confirming  them  on  younger  y^^rj. 

OTEEVINS. 

*  mm-^^jiihlle  ^^  UtS]  Trom  imfile 'Mfif  down  to  prevented  nevif 

^j^ouMtted  in  the  quartos.  ^  Steevens.. 

3  — confiant  njo'dl  feems  a  confirmation  of  fafl  intent.    Johnj. 

Con/lant  is  fir m^  determined,    Confiant  rjjill  is  the  certa  voluntm 

of  Virgil.    The  fame  epithet  is  ufed  with  the  iame  meaning  in 

the  Merchant  of  Fenice  •  .      ^ 

elfe  nothing  in  the  world 

Could  turn  fo  nuich  the  cooftitution 
Of  any  confiant  man*  Steevens- 

Great 
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Great  rivals  in  our  youngeft  danghter^s  loVe, 

Long  in  our  court  have  made  their  amorous  fojourn^ 

And  h^Yearetabe  anfwer'fl, — Tettnie,  mydaughtersy 

(Since  n6\^  ♦We  wfll:  div6ft  us,  both  of  rule, 

Intcrefr  of  territory,  cares  of  ftate,) 

Which-  o^  y^,  Ihall^  we  fay,  doth  lovcf  us  ihbft  ? 

That  we  our  largeft  bounty  may  extend 

*  Where  nature  doth  with  merit  challenge.— Goneril, 
Oureldeft-born,  fpeafcfirft. 

6on.  Sn  I 
Do  love  you  more  thaa  words  can  wield  the  tnatterj 
Dearer  than  eye-fight,  fpaoc  and  liberty ; 
Bfcyond  what  can  be  valued,  rich  or  rare ; 
No  lefs  than  life,  with  erace,  health,  beatity,  hbnoUi'  t 
As  much  as  child  e^er  loy*d,  or  father  founds 
Alb^  that  makes  breath  poor,  and  fpeech  unable  ; 

*  Beyond  all  manner  of  fo  much  I  love  you. 

Cor.  What  fliall  Cordelia  ^  do  ?  Love,  and  Be  filerit. 

Lear.  Of  all  thefe  bounds,  even  from  this  line  t* 
this. 
With  ihadowy  forefts  and  with '  champains  rich'd, 

♦  SiMce  HM  &c«]  Thefe  two  Imes  are  omitted  m  the  quartof; 

Steeveks. 
^  Wkre  nature  dctb  noitb  merit  chaUenge.  ■  ]  Where  the' 

claim  of  merit  18  fupcradded  to  that  of  nature ;  or  where  a  ftt*' 
periour  degree  of  natural  filial  affeBion  is  joined  to  the  claim  of 
other  merits.    Steetens. 

*  Beyond  all  manner  of  fo  mucb-^"^']    Beyond  all  affigiiabie 

Sandty,    I  love  you  beyond  limits,  and  cannot  fay  it  nfo  mucb^' 
'how  much  foever  I  ihould  name,  it  would  yet  be  more. 

Johnson* 
^  -— J;9^— ^]  So  the  quarto;  the  folio  has j^^l*  JoKiffOK« 
•  ^^-^andvuitb  champains  richM, 
With  fUnteoui  riven- 


Thefe  words  are  omitted  in  the  quartos.    To  rich  k  an 

verb.    It  is  ufed  by  Tho«  Drant  in  his  tranfladon  of  Ronice'a 

Mpifiet^  1567: 

'^  To  riHh  his  country  let  his  iKiotds  Iftk  floiRfing  wafier 

£dl/*     STSITEIf  s« 
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With  plenteous  rivers  and  wide-fkirted  mead^y 
We  make  thee  lady  :  To  thine  and  Albany's  iflue 
.  Be  this  perpetual.— What  fays  our  fecond  daughter^ 
Our  deareft  Regan,  wife  to  Cornwall  ?  Speak. 

Reg.  I  am  made  of  that  felf  metal  as  my  fifter  % 
And  prize  me  *  at  her  worth.     In  my  true  heart 
I  find,  ihe  names  my  very  deed  of  love ; 
Only  flie  comes  too.  Ihort ':  *.  that  I  profefs 
Myfelf  an  enemy  to  all  other  joys, 
^  Which  the  moft  precious  fquare  of  fenfe  pojBTeffcs; 
^And  fiiid,  I  am  alone  felicitate 
In  your  dear  highnefs'  love. 

Cor.  Then  poor  Cordelia  \  ,  {Afider 

And  yet  not  fo ;  fince,  I  am  fure,  my  love's 
^  More  pondVous  than  my  tongue. 

•  /     .  « »  , 

.*  lam  made^  fe'r.]  Thus  the  folio.    The  quarto  reads,  5/r,  I 
am  made  of  ihe  felf -fame  metal  that  myfifier  is.^  Steieyens. 
.  •  *  And  prize  me\  I  believe  this  palTagc  fhould  rather  be  pomtcd 
thus^ 

And  fri'te  me  at  her  'ujorth^  in  rt^  true  heart 
■  ■  I  find ^  Jhe  namesy  ^c. 
That  iB'f'Andfo  may  you  /frrse  me  at  her  worthy  as  inmytrve 
heart  Ifindy  that^r  names^  &c.     Tyrwhitt. 

»  ■■  M  that^  I  profefs']  That  feems  to  ftand  without  relation, 
but  is  referred  to  find ^  the  firfl  conjundion  being  inaccurately 
fupprefled*    I  Hnd  that  ihe  names  my  dt^y  I  find  that  I  profefti 

&C.      JOHM'SON* 

^  Which  the  mpfl  frecioui  fquare  of  fenfe  pojfejfes ;]  By  the  fquare 
of  fenfe,  we  are,  nere,  to  linderfiand  the  four  nobler  fenfcs, 
viz.  ihi^fighU  hearings  tafie^  and  fmeiL  For  a  young  lady  could 
not,  with  decency,  mfinuate  that  Ihe  knew  of  any  pleafurcs 
which  the^/'i'.afiforded.  This  is  imagined  and  ezpreSed  with 
great  propriety  and  delicacy.  But  the  Oxford  editor,  iorfquare^ 
Tcst^jjfurit.  ..Warburton. 

This  is  acute ;  but  perhapsfquare  means  only  compafs^  comprt' 
henfion.     Johnson.  .  ..  , 

.  So,  \n^-Paranvfis  tothePrince^  by  lord  Sterline,  1604: 
•*:  Thu  fquare  of  reafon,  and  the  mind's  clear  eye.'* 

Stevens. 
^  AUre' pfifid^rcus  than  my  fffffgue.]    WefliouW   read,  /Af/> 
tongue^  meaning  her  liflcrs.    War  burton, 

Ithiak 


/' 
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Lear.  To  thee,  and  thine,  hereditary  ever. 
Remain  this  ample  third  of  our  fair  kingdom ; 

*  No  lefs  in  fpace,  validity,  and  pleafure. 

Than  that  confirmed  *  on  Goneril. —  ^  Now,  our  joy, 

•  Although  the  laft,  not  leaft  ;  to  whofe  young  love 
The  vines  of  France,  and  milk  of  Burgundy, 

Strive  to  be  interefs^  ^ ;  what  can  you  fay,  '  to  draw 
A  third,  more  opulent  than  your  lifters  ?  Speak. 

I  think  the  prefeht  reading  right.     Johnson. 
More  pond'rous  than  my  tongue*'}  Thus  the  folio  :  the  quarto 
reads,  more  richer*     Steevens. 

'  No  lefs  injpace^  validity^ — ]    Validity ^    for  worth,  value; 
not  for  integrity,  or  good  title.     War  bur  ton. 
So,  in  the  De^nPr  Charter^   1^07  : 

*'  The  countenance  of  your  friend  ii  of  lefs  value  than  his 
councel,  yet  both  of  very  fm all  «r;^jr//V//y."    Steevens. 

* confirmed ]  The  folio  reads,  conferred.     Steevens. 

.  ^  Now  ourjoy^]  Here  the  true  reading  is  picked  out  of 

two  copies.     Butter's  quarto  reads  : 

But  now  our  joy, 

Although  the  laft,  not  leaft  in  our  dear  love. 
What  can  you  fay  to  win  a  third,  &c. 
The  folio : 

■  ■■     '     .Now  our  joy, 

Although  our  laft,  and\t2S\. ;  to  whofe  young  love 
The  vines  of  France,  and  milk  of  Burgundy, 
'  Strive  to  be  int'refs'd,     WJjat  can  you  fay  &c.      Johnson. 

•  Although  our  l^y  not' leaft ^  .&c.]  So,  in  the  old  anonymous 
play,  King  Leir  fpeaking  to  Mum  ford : 

«<  to  thee  laft  of  all ; 

«*  Not  greeted  laft,  'caufe  thy  defert  was  fmall.     ' 

Steevens. 

*  Siri*ve  to  ^  interefs'd ;]  So,  in  the  Preface  to  Drayton's  P{>fy' 
Sion:  *'  — there  is  fcarce  any  of  the  nobilitie,  of  gentry  of  this 
land,  but  he  is  fome  way  or  other  by  his  blood /a/^;X^ J  therein.'* 
Agmn,  in  Ben  Jpnfon's  SeJ^nus : 

*'  Our  facred  laws  and  juft  authority 
**  Arc /a/tfr^</ therein." 
To  intere^  and  to  interejfcy  .are  not,  perhaps,  different  fpelling« 
of  the  fame  verb,  but  are  two  diftin£l  words  though  of  the  fame 
import ;  the  bne  being  derived  from  the  Latin,  the.  other  from 
the  French  inter effcr,     Steevens. 
.*  -— — /pi/r<jw]  The  quarto  reads— what  can  you  fay,  to*L\:in. 

Steevens. 

A  a  z  Cor. 
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Cor.  Nothing,  my  lord. 

Lear.  *  Nothing  ? 

Ccn-.  *  Nothing. 

Lear.  I^^othing  can  come  of  nothing :  fpeaj^  again. 

Cor.  Unhappy  that  I  am,  I  cannot,  hc^vc, 
My  heart  into  my  mout;h  :  I  Ipyc  yojcq-  m^cfty 
According  to  njy  bpi^d;  ppr  nvore,  nprlef^, 

\Lear.  How,  how,  (Jilor^elia  ?  '  mend  yqiit.fppech 
a  little. 
Left  it  may  mar  your  fortunes. 

Cor.  Grood  my  lord. 
You  have  begot  me,  bred  n:^e,  IpyUmc;  t 
Return  thofe  duties. ha.cK  as. are  rig^6t.tit. 
Obey  you,  love  you,  and  moft  honour  you. 
Why  have  my  Idlers  hjuibands^  if  thpy  fay. 
They  love  you,  all  ?  ♦  Haply,  w^en  I  flwll  wed. 
That  lord,  whpfe  faland .  mufb  take  my  plight,  fiialt 

carry  '     "^ 

Half  my  love  with,  him^  half  my  care,  awd  4^ty : 
Sure,  I  Ihali  never  marry.lil^  my  fifter^, 
5  To  love  my  father  alK 

Lear.  But  goes  thy  heart  with  this  ? 

Cor.  Ay,  my.good  lord. 

Lear.  So  young,  and  fo  qntieqdej:.?. 

Cor.  So  young,  my  lord,  and  true. 

Lear.  Let  it  be  fo,— Thy  truth  then  be  thy  dpwcr : 
For,  by  the  facrcd  radi^i^ce  of  the  fun ; 

*  Thefe  two  fpeechea  are  wanting  in  the  quartos.    Steeveks. 
'  How^  6oWy  Cordelia  ?]  Thus  the  folio.    The  quarto  (ead» 

— G^)  tOf  g9  to.      ST£EV£KS. 

♦  Hafly^  tvben  IJhallwed,  &c.]   So,  in  Tbi  Mirror  •f 
MagiflrateSj  1586,  Cdrdilafays:  '      ' 

"  To  love  you  as  I  ought,  my  father,  well : 
"  Yet  ihortly  1  may  chance,  if  fortune  wilt, 
*^  To  find  in  heart  to  beare  another  more  goodwill: 
<*  Thus  much  I  faid.of  nuptial  loves  that  meant*'* 
»  Steevens. 

'  To  love  my  father  alh^^']  Thefe  words  are  reftored  from  the 
firft  edition,  without  which  the  ftnfe  was  not  coihplete.    Pope. 

Tlje 
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The  myfteries  of  Hecate,  aiid  tht  night ; 

By  all  the  operatiotis  df  the  orbs. 

From  whom  we  do  exift,  land  ceafe  to  be ; 

Here  I  difclaitn  all  my  paternal  care. 

Propinquity  and  property  of  blood. 

And  as  a  ftranjger  to  my  heart  and  me 

*  Hold  thee,  from  this,   for  ever.    The  barbarous 

Scythian, 
Or  he  that  makes  his  generation  meiTes 
To  gorge  his  appetite,  ftxall  to  my  bofom 
Be  as  well  neighboured,  pitied,  and  relieve. 
As  thou  my  fometime  daughter. 

fOntt.  Good  my  liege,— 

Lear.  Peace,  Kent ! 
Come  not  between  the  dragon  and  his  wrath : 
I  Wd  her  moft,  and  thought  to  fet  my  reft 
On  her  kind  fturfery*— Hence,  and  avoid  my  fight ! — 

[To  Cordelia  \ 
So  be  my  grave  my  peace,  as  here  I  give 
Her  father's  heart  from  her !— Call  France ;— Who 

ftirs  ? 
C^H  Burgundy.— —Cornwall,  and  Aiban}% 
With  my  two  daughters*  dowers  digeft  this  third  j 
Let  pride,  which  me  calls  plainnefs,  marry  her. 
I  do  inveft  you  jointly  with  my  power, 
Preheminence,  and  all  the  large  efPedrs 
That  troop  with  majefty,  Ourfelf|  by  monthly  courfe. 
With  refervation  or  an  hundred  knights. 
By  you  to  be  fuftain'd,  fliall  our  abode  • 
Make  with  you  by  due  turns.    •  Only  we  ihall  retain 

The 

•  Hold  thee^  from  //&//,— 3  i.  c,  fix)in  thiB  time.    Steevens, 
^  [To  Cordelia.']  Rather,  as  the  author  of  thc  i^^'Z'^  pbferves, 
to  Kent.    For  in  the  next  words  Lear  fends  for  France  and  Bur- 
gundy to  offer  JCordelia  without  a  dowry.    Steevens* 
¥  Q^iy  retain 

The  name^  and  all  the  additions  to  a  king  : 
Thefvoay^  revenue^  execution^ 

Bekvtdfons^  Be  yours  i —  ] 

A  a  3  JU^ 
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The  name,  and  all  the  addition  to  a  king ; 
The  Iway,  revenue,  execution  of  the  reft. 
Beloved  fons,  be;  yours  :  which  to  confirm. 
This  coronet  part  between  you.       [Giving  the  crown. 

Kent.  Royal  Lear, 
Whom  I  have  ever  honoured  as  my  king, 
Lov'd  as -my  father,  as  my  mafter  followed. 
As  my  great  p^itron  thought  on  in  my  prayers,— 

Lear.  The  bow  is  bent  and  drawn,  make  from  the 
fliaft. 

Kent.  Let  it  fall  rather,  though  the  fork  invade 
The  region  of  my  heart :  be  Kent  unmannerly, 
When  Lear  is  mad.  Whatwould'ft  thoudo,  old  man? 
^  Think'ft  thou  that  duty  Ihall  have  dread  to  fpeak, 

When 

The  old  books  read  the  lines  thus ; 

.  The  fway,  revenue,  e:xecution  of  the  refi^ 

Beloved  fons,  be  yours. 

Tl\i8  is  evideptly  corrupt ;  and  the  editors  not  knowing  what  to 
make  of— i?/'  the  reji*-^y  left  it  out.  The  true  reading,  with- 
out doubt,  was  : 

Tne  fway,  revenue,  execution  of  th*  hef^ 

Beloved  fons,  be  yours. 

Htji  is  an  old  word  for  regal  command :  fo  that  the  (enfe  of  the 
whole  is, — I  will  only  ret«in  the  name  arid  all  the  ceremonious  ob- 
fervances  that  belong  to  a  king ;  the  effcntials^  as  fway,  revenue, 
adininillration  of  the  laws,  be  yours.     Warburton. 

execution  of  the  nji^^  I  do  not  fee  any  great  difficulty  in 

the  words,  execution  of  the  reft^  which  are  in  both  the  old  copies. 
The  execution  of  the  ref  is,  I  fuppofe,  dll  the  other  hujjnefs.  Dr. 
Warburton's  own  explanation  of  his  amendment  confutes  it;  if 
hejl  be  a  regal  command^  they  were,  bv  the  grant  of  Lear,  to 
have  rather  the  heft  than  the  execution.  Johns.on. 
\  ^  Think^ft  thou^  that  duty  Jball  have  dread  t<k  fpealy"]  I  have 
given  this  pafl'age  according  to  the  old  folio,  from  which  the  mo- 
dern editions  have  filently  departed,  for  the  fake  of  better  num- 
bers, with  a  degree  of  infincerity,. -which,  if  not  fometimes  de- 
tc<^tcd  and  cenfured,  muft  impair  the  credit  of*  ancient  books. 
One  of  the  editors,  and  perhaps  on Iv  oho,  knew  how  much  mif- 
chief  may  be  done  by  fuch  clandcftme  alteratibhsi.  The  quano 
agrees  with  the  folio,  except  that  for  refer*ve  tfjy  ftate^  it  gives, 
re*vcrfc  thy  docin^  and  has  ftoppSy  inftead  onfalls  to  folly.     The 


meaning  of  anfwer.my  life  Tfiy judgment^  is,  Let  my  life  be  anfj^er^ 
ny  judgment^  or,  Ii\?iHJiakc  m^  life  on  7uy  opinion. — The 
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read" 
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When  power  to  flattery  bows  ?  To  plainnefs  honour's 

bound. 
When  majefty  fioops  to  folly.     Reverfe  thy  doom*; 
And,  in  thy  beft  confideration,  check 
This  hideous  rafhnefs  :  anfwer  my  life  my  judgment. 
Thy  youngeft  daughter  does  not  love  thee  leaft  ;  ' 
Nor  are  thofe  empty-hearted,  whofe  low  found 
'  Reverbs  no  hoUownefs. 

Lear.  Kent,  on  thy  life,  no  more. 

Kent.  My  life  I  never  held  but  as  *  a  pawn 
To  wage  againft  thine  enemies  :  nor  fear  to  lofe  it. 
Thy  fafety  being  the  motive. 

Lear.  Out  of  my  fight ! 

Kent.  See  better,  Lear ;  and  let  me  ftlU  remain 
\  The  true  blank  of  thine  eye. 

Lear. 

fcadiDg  wliicli,  without  any  right,  has  poflelTcd  all  the  modern 
copies  is  this  : 

■  to  plainnefs  hon(^ur 

Is  bound,  when  majefty  to  folly  falls. 

Referve  thy  ftate ;  with  better  judgment  check 

This  hideous  rafhnefs ;  with  my  life  I  anfwer, 

Thy  youngeft  daughter,  &c. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  reverfe  i)jy  doom  was  Shakefpcare*s 
firft  reading,  as  more  appoiite  to  the  prefent  occafion,  and  that 
he  changed  it  afterwards  to  refervt  thyjiate^  which  conduces  more 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  a6Hon.    Jo hn-son. 

*  Reverbs ]  This  is  perhaps  a  word  of  the  poet's  own 

Baking,  meaning  the  fame  as  reverberates,    Steevens* 
* a  paivn 

To  wage  againft  thine  enemies ;  — ^  ] 
Le.  I  never  regarded  my  life,  as  my  own,  but  merely  as  a  thing 
of  which  I  had  the  pofTeilipn  not  the  property  ;  and  which  was 
entruftcd  to  me  as  a  pa^jon  or  pledge,  to  be  employed  in  'waging 
war  againft  your  enemies. 

To  linage  againft  is  an  expreflion  ufed  in  a  letter  from  Guil, 
Webbe  to   Rob'.  Wilmot,    prefixed  to  Tancred  and  Guifmund^ 

1592:  **  you  fliall  not  be  able  to  voage  againft  me  in  the  . 

charges  growing  upon  this  a6lion.*'    Steevens. 

^  The  true  blank  of  thine  eye.]  The  b/ank  is  the  white  or  exa6t 
mark  at  which  the  arrow  is  lliot.  See  better^  fays  Kent,  and  keep 
w  alv:ays  in  your  viezv.    Johnson. 

A  a  4  So, 
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Lear.  Now,  by  AppUQ,-rTrr? 

Kent.  Now,  by  Apollo,  king. 
Thou  fwear*ft  thy  gods  in  v^n. 

Lear.  O,  vai&l  f  mifcreaat ! 

\_Laying  his  hund  on  bisjyuord. 

Alh.  Com.  Dear  fir,  forbear  *.    - 

Kent.  Do;  kill  thy  phyfician,  and  th^feebeftqw 
Upon  the  foul  difeafe.     Revoke  thy  gift  ^ ; 
Or,  whilft  I  can  ven.t  clamour  from  my  throat, 
ni  tell  thee,  thou  doft  evil. 

Lear.  Hear  me,  recreant ! 
On  thine  allegiance  hear  me  !— - 
Since  thou  haft  fought  to  make  us  br^^k  our  vow, 
(Which  we  durft  never  yet,)  and,  with  *  ftrain'd  prvJe^ 
'  To  come  betwixt  our  fentence  and  our  power, 
(*  Which  nor  our  nature  nor  our  place  can  bear,) 

Our 

So,  in  the  tragedy  of  C.  T.  Ntro^  1607  : 

"  He  will  climb,  and  aim  at  honour's  'oshlte.^^ 

Again,  in  the  IJle  of  Gulls y  1633  : 

"  It  cannot  but  clcavp  the  very  n^hite  of  pur  hpp^." 

St££V£NS. 

♦  Dearjir^  forhearJ\  This  fpeech  is  omitt^  ii;  the  quartos. 

Steevens. 
5  m.^>^tby  gift*']  The  quartos  read— /)&y  Jl^fjKf.    Steevens, 

•  .  ^jlraind  pride]  The  oldeft  copy   reads  Jirayed  fridi\ 
that  is,  pride  exorbitant ;  pride  paiSng  due  bounds.,     Jphnsqn. 

^  To  come  het=ujixt  our  fentence  and  our  power;]  Power  ^  for  ex* 
ecution  of  the  fentence.    War  burton. 

Rather^  as  Mr.  Edwards  obferves^  our  power  to  execute  theA 
fentence.     Steevens. 

*  Which  nor  our  nature^  nor^ourflace^  can  hear^ 

Our  potency  make  ^pod; — ]  Mr.  Theobald,  by  putting  the 
firft  line  into  a  parenthehs,  and  altering  make  to  made  in  tl^  fe^ 
cond  liqe,  had  deftroyed  the  fenfe  of  the  whole ;  which,  as  it 
flood  before  he  corrupted  the  words,  was  this :  **  You  have  en-r 
deavoured,  fays  Lear,  to  make  me  break  my  oath ;  yau  have 
prefumed  to  flop  the  execution  of  my  fentence !  the  latter  of 
thefe  attempts  neither  my  temper  ntor  high  ftation  will  fuffer  me 
to  bear ;  and  the  other,  had  I  yielded  to  it,  my  power  could 
not  make  good,  or  excufc." — -^Which^  in  the  firfl  line,  Tefer- 
ring  to  both  attempts  :  but  the  ambiguity  of  it,  as  it  might  re- 
fer only  to  the  latter,  has  oc^J^iiQned  »ll  th?  obfcurity  of  the.  pat. 
fage,    WARBURTOjJf 

Thco. 


K    I    N    G      L    E    A    R*        ^^ 

Our  potency  made  good,  take  thy  reward. 
Five  days  we  do  allot  thee,  for  provifion 
To  Ihield  thee  from  difafters  *  of  the  world  ; 
And,  on  the  fixtb,  to  turn  thy  hated  back 
Upon  our  kingdom  :  if,  on  the  tenth  day  following; 
Thy  banilh'd  trunk  be  found  in  our  dominions. 
The  moment  is  thy  death  :  Away !  '  By  Jupiter, 
This  Ihall  not  be  revok'd. 
Kent*  Why,  fare  thee  well,  king :  fince  thus  thou 
wilt  appear, 
*  Freedom  lives  hence,  and  banifliment  >i  here.— « 
The  gods  to  their  dear  ih^lter '  take  thee,  maid, 

IToCordeTuu  ' 
That  jufily  think'fi,  and  haft  mofi  rightly  faid !~ 

Theobald  only  inferted  the  parenthefis. ;  he  found  made  good  vx 
tbe  b«(l  copy  of  i6aj*  Dr.  Warburton  has  very  acutely  ez« 
plamed  and  (Jefended  the  reading  that  he  has  chofen,  but  I  ans 
not  certain  that  he  has  chofen  right.  If  we  take  the  reading  o£ 
the  folio,  0ur  potency  nauie  gopdy  the  feafe  will  be  lefs  profound 
ind^,  but  lefs  intricati;,  and  equaUy  commodious.  Jls  thorn 
baft  come  witb  unroii/onahle  trzde  between  tbe  fentence  which  I  had 
faffed^  and  the  power  h  witch  I JbaH  execute  it^  take  thy  reward 
in  another  fentence  wBich  JhaU  make  good,  Jhatt  eJlahWh^  fitdl 
maintain^  that  power*  If  Dr.  Warburttm^t^  explanation  bft 
chofen,  and  every  reader  wiU  wifh  to  chpofe  it,  we  may  better 
read: 

Which  nor  our  nature,  nor  our  fiate  can  bear^ 
Or  potency  makegood.  >  , 
Mr.  Davies  thinks,  that  our  potency  made  good^  relates  only  to  our 
/£ir«.*Which  our  nature  cannot  bear,  nor  our  place^  without 
departure  from  thttotency  of  that  place.  This  is  eaiy  and  clears 
—Lear,  who  is  characterised  as  hot,  heady,  and  Tiolent,  is, 
with  very  juft  obfenration  of  life,  made  to  entangle  himfelf  witb 
vows,  upon  any  fudden  provocation  to  vem  revenge,  and  theit 
to  plead  the  obligation  of  a  vow  in  defence  of  implacability. 

Johnson. 

^  '^-^df/afiers^l  The  quartos  read  diferfes*    Stbsvens. 

'  ^--^By  Jupiter^']  Shakefpeare  makes  his  Lear  too  much  a 
ni)  thologlfi  :  he  had  Hecate  and  Apollo  before.    Johnsok. 

^  freeidom  lives  hence^  ■  ]  So  the  folio :  .the  quartos  <;oncuC 
iq  reading — Friendjhip  lives  hence.    Stesyzns. 

9  wdearjheber^'i  Ti»j^^ttm  read   prokfHoeu    Steevens. 

And 
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And  your  large  fpeechcs  may  your  deeds  approve, 

[To  Regan  and  Goneril 
That  good  efFefts  may  fpring  from  words  of  love.— 
Thus  Kent,  O  princes,  bids  you  all  adieu ; 
♦He'll  fliape  his  old  courfe  in  a  country  new.     [Exit. 

Re-inter "  Glofieri     with   Prance y    Burgundy ^     and  at- 
tendants. 

Glo*  Here's  France  and  Burgundy,  my  noble  lord. 

Lear.  My  lord  of  Burgundy, 
We  firft  addrefs  towards  you,  who  with  this  king 
Have  rivaird  for  our  daughter ;  What,  in  the  leaft, 
Will  you  require  in  prefent  dower  with  her. 
Or  ceafe  your  queft  of  love  ^  ? 

Bur.  Moft  royal  majefty, 
I  crave  no  more  than  hath  your  highnefs  ofFerM, 
Nor  will  you  tender  lefs* 

Lear.  Right  noble  Burgundy, 
When  flie  was  dear  to  us,  we  did  hold  her  fo ; 
But  now  her  price  is  fall'n  :  Sir,  there  Ihe  ftands ; 
If  aught  within  that  little,  ^  feeming  fubftance. 
Or  all  of  it,  with  our  difpleafure  piec'd. 
And*  nothing^  more,  may  fitly  like  your  grace. 
She's  there,  and  ihe  is  yours. 

Bur.  I  know  no  anfwer. 

♦  He^lljhape  his  oldcourfi^^'\     He  will  foJlow  his  old  maxims ; 
lie  will  continue  to  a6lr  upon  thefame'principles. '  Johnson. 

*  ^eft  of  kftve,}  ^eji  of  lave  is  amorous  expedition.    The 

term  originated  from  Romance.  A  queft  was  the  expedition  in 
which  a  knight  was  engaged.  This  phrafe*  i«  often  to  be  met 
with  in  the  Fairy  ^tteen.     Steevens. 

^  Seeming'l  is  beautiful.    Johnson* 

Seeming  rather  ineahs^m^w.     So,  in  the  Merry  Wtves^-  &c. 
**  ——pluck  the  borrowed  veil  of  modefty  from  the  fo 
feeming  miftrefs  Page." 
Again,  mMeafurefor Meafure: 

**  .  hence  (hall  we  fee^ 

f  >  If  power  change  purpofe,  vfaat  Q^feemers  be." 

Ste£vens. 
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Leau  Sir,  will  you,   with  thofe  •  infirmities  Ihc 
'  owes. 
Unfriended,  new-adopted  ta  otir  hate, 
Dower'd  with  our  curie,  and  ftranger'd  with  our  oath^^ 
Take  her,  or  leaye  her  ? 

Bur.  Pardon  me,  royal  fir ; 
•  Election  makes  not  up  on  fuch  conditions. 

Lear.  Then  leave  her,  fir  ;  for,  by  the  power  that 
made  me, 
I  tell  you  all  her  wealth. — For  you,  great  king, 

[To  FrancBm 
I  would  not  from  your  love  make  fuch  a  ftray. 
To  match  you  where  I  hate ;  therefore  befeech  you 
To  avert  your  liking  a  more  worthier  way^ 
Than  on  a  wretch  whom  nature  is  afliam'd 
Alnioft  to  acknowledge  hers. 

France.  This  is  moft  ftrange ! 
That  fhe,  who  even  but  now  was  your  beft  objeft. 
The.  argument  of  your  praife,  balm  of  your  age, 
'  The  beft,  the  deareft ;  fliould  in  this  trice  of  time 
Commit  a  thing  fo  monftrous,  to  difmantle 
So  many  folds  of  favour  !  Sure,  her  offence 
Muft  be  of  fuch  unnatural  degree. 
That  monfters  it ',  *  or  your  fore-vouch*d  afFeftion 

Fall 


'mxjes^"]  i.  e.  Is  pofleiTed  of.    Steevens* 


'  Ele^ion  makes  not  up  an/uch  conditions,']  To  make  up  flgnifies 
to  complete,  to  concludfe ;  as,  th^  made  up  the  bargain ;  but  in 
thi$  fenfe  it  has,  I  think,  always  the  fubjccl  noun  atter  it.  To 
mah  itp^  in  familiar  language,  is  neutrally,  to  come  forward^  to 
make  ad^vancesy '^YiY^^  I  think,  is  meant  here..    Johnson. 

»  the  beft,  thc,dearejii ]  Beji  is  added  from' the  firft  copy, 

Johnson* 
There  is  no  copy  in  which  heft  is  omitted,  .  The  quartos  read— 
Moji  hejiy  moft  deareft.    Steevens. 

*  That  monfters*//.]  This  uncommon  verb  occurs  again  in  Co*^ 
riolanusy  a6t  11;  ic.  ii  :. 

"  To  hear  my  nothings  monfter^d*^    StbEtbnS. 

*  The  common  books  read : 

■•  •  • 

■    .         or  your  fore-vouch'd  affcftioa 
F^U'n  into  taint ; 

Thif 


•     I 


^U        KIN    G     LEAR. 

Fall  int6  taiae :  Which  hi  believe  df  her, 

Muft  be  a  faith^  that  reafon  without  miracle 

Should  never  plant  in  me. 

,    €or%  I  yet  befeech  your  majefty^ 

(If  for  I  want  that  glib  and  oily  artj 

To  fpeak  and  purpofe  not ;  fince  what  I  w6Il  intiind^ 

Thil  Hfld  kfll  no  cldftr  or  Atot^  fttife^  nbt  b  il&A  iUaing  diftbo- 
rized  by  any  copy,  though  it  has  crept  into  all  the  late  editions* 
The  early  quarto  reads :  .  ^ 

■   or  yoU  for  vduchM  ^l^ions 
FilHn  into  tabt. — ' 
The  foUd  s 


dr  your  ford-TOuch'd  afe£&il 


j^ad  into  taint  •»• 
Taint  is  ufcd  for  corr'ufiiim  arid  fof  Ji/grfi'ee.    tt  Acfefore  WC  talc 
the  oldeft  readitrg  it  may  ht  rbfbrm^thus : 

.« fure  her  offence 

Muft  be  of  fuch  unnatural  degree^  . 

That  monflers  it ;  or  ^ou  for  vouchM  affe6don 

fall  ifito  taint. 
Her  oWst^e  tArxdt  h6  ptodigious,  or  you  mvL&faif  into  rtprHaeSJot 
iMmng  v9ntbidaJfeitionm)ait\i  yon  did  ixot  feel.    If  th^  re^o^ 
of  the  folio  be  preferred,  we  may  with  a  Very  flight  change  pit)« 
duce  the  fame  ienfe : 

<      -  -fuit  her  <M6ltt 


Mufl  be  of  fuch  unnaturd 

Tb^  i^iiflerft  it,  or  yonr  fore-touch' J  stfisdioa 

Falls  into  taint.—— 
That  IS,  fidls  into  reproach  ot  etnfkrti  But  ihere  is'  another  pof- 
fiblefenfe.  Or  llgniiSes  iefiire^  and  on  eifer  \%  U^it'&eri  the 
meftBRRg  in  the  rolio  may  therefore  be.  Sure  her  crime  muji  he 
indnftrdus  before  ^90>-  e^e^ion  can  he  offered  voiih  heitred.  Let  th6 
]«dderdbrentiine.— ^As  I  am  not  much  a  fi!end  to  conje^ural 
tfme&dacifmy  I  ihouM  prefer  the  latrer  fenfl:^  which  requites  tb 
change  of  rei^tig.    Joanitok. 

.  Or^  withovtt  tite  adjuh£l>f^(^y  i^^x^hefore*    So^inJ^fH^s 
If  at.  Hfft*  r^67  r  **  The  pyrites  alio  fparkleth  j  andt  beW  W^y 

~cd*^ih' any  nian-'s  Hand,  btttttfcth  Kiiti  <ire^!^^.<^^ 


'perceivilig  I  IhoQld  ^  W<« 


holflenpandprened'^ 

perceiveth  it.    Aggin,  Ihid:  ** 

i>r  1  g<>t  home;**   (dotttm. 

Taint  is  a  term  belonging  to  falconiyt  So,  ki  thte  Bddie  ef 
Haukyng.^SK.  bnt.  tib'  datiTr**  A*  tisM  ka  thiiiig  th^V  goeth 
overthwart  the  fethers,  &c,  like  «^  irvi^iJ  eiaic®  #ith  wiirmest*' 


ru 


rU  do't  before  I  fpes^fc)  that  you  make  ktiowii 

It  is  no  vicious  blot^  mucdet,  oi^' fbul>tip&^ 

No  unchaftc  adion^  or  diflionourMftcp, 

That  batb  deprivM  me  of^  youir  graco  and  favoiar: 

But  even  for  want  of  that,  for  which  I  am  richer  ; 

A  ftill-ipHci^ing  eye,  audi  fuck  a  tongue 

That  I  am  glad  Jjhave  not,  though^  not  to  bave  i^j 

Hath  loll  me  iiv  your  liking. 

Lear.  Better  thou» 
Hadft  not  been  born^  than  not  to  have  pleasM  me 
better. 

Fpa9k:ep  Ip  k  no  more  hk»  tkU  ?  a  tardinefi  il| 
nature. 
Which  often  leave^^  the  hiibr^  ufi^ke>^ 
That  it- intends  to  daP'—Mir  lord  of  Burgimdjr^ 
What  fay  3«)u  to  the  lady  ?  Love  is  not  loye^ 
When  it  is-mingled  -  with  regards,  that  ftand  * 
Alool  ^  -from-  the^  entire-poioti    Will  you  have-  her  ? 
She  is  herielf  a  dowry-^^* 

Bufm  ^'Btoyal  Lear, 
Give  but  that*  portion  which-  yaurfelf  propos'd^ 
And  here  I  take  Cordelia  by  the-  hand^ 
Datchefs  ,of  Burgundy^ 

Lear.  Nothing:  I^bavefwom;  I  am  firm* 

Bur.  I  am  fori:y  theih  Jovl  have  fo  loft  a  father^ 
That  you  nwlt  lofe  a  hufband. 

'WiifjreQArd»thatJ}aHd,'i  The  quarto  reads : 
vixtkx  rejpcfis  that  ftandr*    Stebtens. 


*  from  tic^ft^ire.foint9\  ""  ]  Entire f  for  right,  tru^ 

Warbu&ton* 
B^j^ther^  iingle,  unmixed  with  other  confideratioBs.  Johns9V« 
Dr.  johhfon  T«  nghj.    The  meaning  of  the  psUTagf  Wj.  that 
his  fove  wants  fomething  to  mark  its  fincerity ; 

^*  Who  f<a^ks/9r  aught  in  love  but  love  alone*'* 

',    *  SXEEVENfr 

'  Sfff  is  htrfelf  a  dowryt  ] .  The  quarfos  read : 
She  is  herfelf  «|^  dov^,    Steeyenj^. 

•  Royal  t^ar^l  So,  theqjiaito;  thc/olip  ha«— i?ey^,fc«^« 

Stbeyens. 

Cor. 
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Cor.  Peace  be  with  Burgundy  ! 
Since  that  refpeds  of  fortune  arc  his  love, 
I  fliall  not  be  his  .wife. 

France.  Faireft  Cordelia,  that  art  moft  rich,  being 
poor ; 
Moft  choice,  forfaken ;  and  moft  lov'd,  dcfpis*d ! 
Thee  and  thy  virtues  here  I  feize  upon  : 
Be  it  lawful,  I  take  up  what's  caft  away. 
Gods,  gods!  *tis  ftrange,  that  from  their,  cold'ft 
ncglefjt  .  ' 

My  love  fliould  kindle  to  inflara'd  refpcft. 

Thjr  dowerlefs  daughter,  king,  thrown  to  my  chance, 
Is  queen  of  us,  of  ours,  and  our  fair  France : 
Not  all  the  dukes  of  watfrifli  Burgundy  ; 

Shall  buy  this  unpriz-d  precious  maid  of  me.— — 
Bid  them  farcwcl;  Cordelia,  though  unkind : 
I  Thou  lofeft  here,  a  better  wher^  td  find. 
\    Lear.  Thouhaft  her,  France :  let  her  be  thine ;  for  we 
Have  no  fuch  daughter,  nor  fliall  ever  fee 
That  face  of  hers  again  :— Therefore  be  gone. 
Without  our  grace,-  our  IdVe,  our  benizon.— 
Come,  noble  Burgundy. 

'Flottrijh.    Exeunt  Lear^  Burgundy,  feft:* 

France.  Bid  fafewel  to  your  lifters.  , 

Cor.  The  jewels  of  our  father,  with  walh'd  ^yes 
Cordelia  leaves  you  :  J  know  you  what  you  are ; 
And,  like  a  fitter, .  am  moft  loth  to  call 
Your  faults,  as  they  are  nam'd.  Ufe  well  our  father : 
To  your  profefl[ing  bofoms  *  I  commit  him  : 
But  yet,  alas  !  flood  I  within  his  grace, 

;  "^  Tiou  lofeft  here y^-'-'-'^r-'^  Here  and  auit^r^  have  die  power  of 
nouns.  Thou  lofeft  this  refidence  to  find  a  better  rcfidence  in 
another  place.    Johnson. 

»  profeJingyMdtCiu']  All  the  ancient'  editions  read— ^*- 

fejjtd*  The  alteration  is  Mr.  Pope's,  but,  perhaps,  is  unnccef- 
iiiry,  as  Shakefpearc  often  ufes  one  *  participle  for  the  other ; 
—hf^itjtg  hr  Jimged :m  the  GentUmen  of  Ferona^  and  all^ol^ing 
fot  ttll-obeyed  in  Antffny  imd  Cleopatra.    STEETfiKS.     -  • 

I  would 
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I  would  prefer  him  to  a  better  place.    • 
So  farewel  to  you  both. 

Reg.  Prefcribe  not  us  our  duties.  • 

Gon:  Let  your  ftudy     '      .     - 
Be,  to  content  you,r  lord ;  who  hath  receive  yon  • 
At  fortune's  alms  :  You  have  obedience  fcanted, 
'  And  well  are  worth  the  waiit  that  you  have  wanted.' 

Cor.  Time fliall unfold  what  *  plaited  cunnbg  hides^ 
*  Who  cover  faults,,  at  laft  Ihame  them  derides* . 
Well  may  you  profper  !  - 

France.  Come,  ipy  fair  Cordelia. 

[Exitmt  Frmcty  andCor^eU^l 

*  AndweUare  worth  the  want  that youiav^  vjontedJ]  Thia  ii 
i  very  obfcure  expreffion,  and'muft  6e  pieced  out  with  an  Implied, 
fenfc  to  be  undcxilood.  Thiff  I  take  to  be  the  poet's  meanmg, 
ftript  of  the  jingle  which  makes  it  dark :  **  You  well  deiierve  to 
meet  with  that  want  of  love  from  your  hufband,  which  you  have 
profeiSed  to  want  for  our  father.'*  .  Theobald. 

And  well  are  worth  the  want  that  you  have  wanted.l  This  nott- 
ienfe  muft  be  correfted  thus :  < 

And  well  are  worth  the  want  that  yo\x  have  vaunted. 
i.e.  that  diiherifony  which  you  fo  much  glory  in,  you  deferve. 

War  BUR  TON.    . 

I  think  the  common  reading  very  {uitable  to  the'  manner  of  oar 
author,  and  well  enough  explained  by  Theobald.    Johnson. 

I  explain  the  pafTage  thus :  — ^  You  are  well  deferving  of  the 
want  of  dower  that  you  are  withouu  •  Sd,  in  the  third  part  of 
JT.  HentyVh  aft  IV.  fc.  i :  **  Though  I  want  a  kingdom^^''  i.c* 
though  I  am  without  a  kingdom.  Again,"  in  Stowe's  Chronicle^ 
p!  137  :  '*  Anfelm  was  expelled  the  realm,  and  wanted  the  whole 
profits  of  his  bifhoprick,"  i.  e.  he  did  not  receive  the  profits, 
&c.    ToLLET.  ^  .,   .  , 

*  — ^Aj//^i/ r«««/«^— -^ ]  I.e.  complicated^  involved,  cunning, 

Johnson. 
The  TX'ord  unfold^  and  the  following  lines  in  our  author's  Fenus 
ptd  Adonis^  &ew  that  plaited^  or  (as  the  quarto  has  it)  pleated^  is 
the  true  reading : 

**  For  that  he  colour'd  with  his  high  eftate, 

**  Hiding  bafe  fin  in //(ftf/j  of  majefty."    Maz.one. 

*  Who  cover  faults^  &c.]  The  quartos  read. 

Who  covers  faults,  at  \?SiJhame  them  derides. 
This  I  have  replaced.    The  former  editors  read  with  the  folio: 
Who  covers  faults  at  laft  with  fhame  derideSt    Steevens. 

Gon. 
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Gon.  Sifter^  it  is  not  st  little  I  hare  to  &7^  of  wfaaf 
moft  nearly  appertains  to  us  both^  I  think,  our  £»4 
ther  will  hence  to^ntght.. 

Rgg.  That's  moft  certainy  and*  widr  jron  i  next 
Iciowh  with  US'. 

G(nu  You  fee  how*  full. of  changes  his  age  is^;  tte 
Qbfervatioiv  we  have  made  of  it  hath  not  been  Httle  t 
be  alwayislov'd!  our  fiAer  moft ;.  and  with  what  poor 
judgaieAC  he  hach  now  caft  her  oSy  appeac^^  IM 
groftiy. 

Rig*  'Tis  the  infirmity  of  his  age  •^  yet  he  hadi^er 
but  w»uierly  known  himffelf. 

Gon.  The  beft  and  foundeft  of  his  time  hath  been 
But  raflii;  thw  muft  we  look  to  receive  from  his  age, 
not.  alone  the  imperfedions-  of  long^engxafted  can- 
ditian,.  but^^  tfaerewithsdi,  the  imruly  waywairdnefs 
tjiat infirm  andebolerick  years  bring  with'tfttm. 

Reg*  Such  unconffant  ftarts  are  we  like  to  haVo 
from  him,  as  this  of  Kent's  banishment. 

Ga»%  Thwe  Ist  further  compliment  of  leaV^taking 
between  France  and'  him.  Pray  you,  '  let^  ur  Mr 
together:  If  our  father  carry  authority  with  f\ichdif- 
pontions  as  he  bears^  this-  laft  furrender  of  bis  will 
hut  offend  UB. 

Reg^  Wo  fliall  ftother  think  of  it. 

Gon.  We  muft  do  fomethin^  and^i^theheit: 

^^, j^/ «i  hit— — ].  So  the  old  quarto.    The  fblid,  /f/  st 

fit*     JOHtfSON; 

— — /rfa«hit— ]  I.e. agree.    Steeyens. 

e  the  hat}  u  c.  We  m^iSt^rike  n^hlktbe  iftifs  ht. 


SCENE 


M    '< 
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S  C  E  N  El    IL 


W  ' 


A  cqftle  behngtng  to  the  earl  (?/  Glojier. 

Enter  'Edmund,  with  a  letter*  * 

Edm.  ^  Thou,  nature,  art  my  goddefs ;  to  thy  law 
My  fervices  are  bound  :  Wherefore  fliould  I  ^ 

•  Stand  in  the  plague  of  cuftom ;  and  permit 

5  Tbou^  naiure^  art  n^  goddefs  ^^^--^^  He  makes  his  baftard 
ttn  atheift.  Italian  atheifm  had  mUch  infe^ed  the  Englifh  court, 
as  we  learn  from  the  beft  writers  of  that  time.  But  this  was  the 
general title^thofe atheifts  in  their  works'  gave  to; nature:  thus 
^anini  calls  one  of  his  books.  Be  admirandU  Naturae  Regi^a 
deseque  mortalium  Arcanis*  So  that  the  title .  here  is  cmpha* 
tical.    Warburton. 

Dr.  Warburton  fays  that^Sttakefpeare  hsfs  made^  his  hajiard  art 
atbeifl ;  when  i;  is- very  plain  that  Edmund  oiily^aks  of  nature 
in  oppofition  to  cufiontj  and  not  (as  he  fuppofes)  to  .the  exif(ence 
of  a  God*  Edmund  meaiiis  cmly,  as  he  came  not  into  the  world 
as  eufiom  or  laiv  had  prefcribed,  fo  he  h&d  nothiii^  to  do  but  td 
follow  »d(/»r£Land  her  laws,  w^tck  mako^no  ^ifi^i^nco  l^tween 
legitimacy  and  illegitimacy,  :betweedfthe  eldefl  ao^  the  youngeft. 

To  contradidl  Dr.  Warburton's  aflertion  yet-.mor^.ftrongly, 
Edmund  concludes  this  very,  fpeipch  by  an  invocation  to  htayen. 
**  Now  ^^/^  fiand^up  for  baftards  !*'    Stsevens, 

^  StdMJn  the  ptag^^ip/^^wsr,— ^]  The  "ii^xSyplagne  i^r  m  all 
the  fid  copies  :  I  can  fcarcely  think  it  right,  nor  can  I  yet  re» 
coQcKe  myfelF  to  plage^  the  emendation  propofed  by  Dr.  Warbur- 
ton,  though  I  have  nothing  better  to  offer.    Johnson. 

The  meanltig  is  plain,  though  o<&lly  expteiTol.  Wherefore 
ihould  I  acquiefce,  fubmit  tamely  to  the  plagues  aitd' idtjufiice  of 
cuftom  ?  '     /  * 

ShAefptftreieemtf  to  Tncan*  by  the  pU^ue  of  ^uftdm^  'Wfirfeforc? 
fliodd-l^ernitn  in  a  iituation  where  I  fhall  be  plagued  and  tor* 
iDetitedt>nly  in  confequence  of  the  contempt  with  which  cuftom 
^^rds  thofe  who  are  not  the  iiTue  of  a  lawful  bed  ?  Dr«  War« 
burton  defines  ^/<i^«  to  be  the  place ^  the  cpuntry^  the  houndary  s.eA 

cuftom ;  a  word  to  be  found  only  in  Chaucer.    Stsetsks* 

< 

Vol.  IX.  Bb  The 
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7  The  curiofity  of  nations  •  to  deprive  mc. 
For  that  I  am  fome  twelve  or  fourteen  moon-lhincs 
^  Lag  of  i  brother  ?  Why  baftard  ?  Wherefore  bafc  ? 
When  my  dimenfions  are  as  well  compadt, 

^  The  courtefy  of  nations-^'-^']  Mr.  Pope  reads  nicety.  The 
copies  give,-— »//&^  curiolity  ^  natiem 'y^^\i\jx  our  author^s  word 
was,  curtejy.  In  our  laws  fome  lands  are  held  by  the  curtejy  af 
Eftgland.    Theobald. 

Vuri<]fity^  in  the  time  of  Sh^efpeare,  was  a  word  that  £giii- 
niiied  an  ort^ir'nic4!  fcrupuloi^fnfifs  jjd  manners,  drefs,  &c»  I|i  this 
fenfc  it  is  ufed  in  Timon,  *'  When  thou  wall  (fays  Apemantus) 
in  thy  gilt  and  thy  perfume,  they  mock'd  thee- for  too  much  cu- 
riofity.  Barrett  in  his  Alvearie^  or  ^adrupU  DiSlionary^  1580, 
fntfSrpretS  it,  piJuddHtgenct:  fimetbing.  too  curious^  or  too  much  af- 
fe^^d:  and  agfiin  in  (bis  play  of  iT.  Lear^  Sbakefpeare  fecins  to 
ufe  k  iii  the  fame  fenfe,  ^*'  which  I  have  rather  blamed  as  my  own 
j[ealous  curhjit^.^^  Curi^iif  i^  ihe  old  reading,  which  Mr.  Thco» 
bald  changed  into  court^^  though  the. former  is  ufed  by  Beau- 
mont and  Fiet<;)iec,  witii.th^  meaning  for  which  Ixontaid. 

It  is  true,  that  Orlando,  in  As  Tou  Like  It^  fays;  **  Tl» 
courtefy  of  nations ^lo«i^  you  ihy  better;"  but  rOvlondo.is  not 
there  inveighing  agaiitilitiie  law  of  primogeniture,  but  only  a^inft 
the  unkind  advantage  his  brother  takes  of  it,  and  couktefy  is  a 
ivord  that  fully  fqits  tfae,ocGa&>iv  Sdtnund,  on  the  contrary,  |s 
lurnjng  this  Uw  Into  fidicule ;  and  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  the  curio' 
fity  ff  nations^  (i.  e*  the  idle,  i»lce  di^in<^ons  of  the  world)  is  a 
phrafe  of  conten^pt:  .much  more  natnral  in  his  mouthy  than  th6 
fofter  expt^on  qi^^courtfjy  of  nations,    S-ve&veks. 

^..-^rrr^to deprive nfCyl  To  deprive  .was,  in  our  autho^  tiine, 
fynonymoua.to.^/^//^^r/V*  The  old  dictionary  rendois  txharedo 
\iy  ^his  wprd :  aod  Holinihed  fpcaks  of  the  line  ef  Hemy  iefire 
dcprivec)*  .   :  . 

.    /^g2\nj,ixvW^rQcr^s  A&i^^t KieglaHdy  1602,  Book  ilL  .ch«.JDri. 
"  To.3(5W,  if  whoroiy/e  hai^  deprived  y«  Ihall  uefkise  a^in^'' 

^>  The^QOe  f^figr^d^  for.hjiS,tote  deprinjing  nothlpg  mov^d.^ 

Steevens, 
\  '  ji^VZ^i^'^''^/^^]  £dmtind*in.ve]flis  againft  the^^muioy 
of.p^^b^^}^.two  inftaocei,  :with  vefpet^  to  younger  :b<n»hcrB, 
find  to  \(fif^^%  In  tlae  former  he  inuil  not  be  undsrftood  10 
js|f^9j|i|  .l^p^fejf,  but  tl»e!  argument  becomes  general  by  tmp^ 
i^g  W^^  .'ihaii  ip  rfgid^  Whertfort  Jhonid  I  vr  Of/y  sfuM^ 

^  ......  Haicmbji* 

-  .  .My 
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My  mind  as  generous,  and  my  fliape  as  tnje. 
As  honeft  madam's  iffue  ?  Why  brand  they  us 
With  bafe  ?  with  bafenefe?  baftardy  ?  bafe,  bafc  ? 
'  Who,  in  the  lufty  ftcalth  of  nature,  .take 
More  compofition  and  fierce  quality, 

Shan  doth,  .within  a  dull,  ftale,  tired  bed, 
o  to  the  creating  of  a  whole  tribe  of  fops. 
Got  'tween  afleep  and  wake  ?  — Well  then. 
Legitimate  fedgar,  I  mutt  have  your  land  : 
Our  fi^ther's  Jove  is  to  the  baftard  Edmund, 
As  to  the  legitimate  :  Fine  wordj-r-l^gitimate ! 
Well,  my  legitimate,  if  this  letter  fpeed. 
And  my  invention  thrive,  Edmund  the  bafe 
*  Shall  top  the  legitimate.     1  grow ;  I  jprofper  :— 

Now, 

•  Who^  in  the  tufty  fiealth  df  Haturt^  &c.]  Thdc  fin^  lines  are 
an  inftance  irf  our  audior's  adniirable  art  in  giving  proper  fenri- 
XRtDX^  to  his^chara(Ser5.  The  h(iftard'^  is  .that  pf  a  pojiHriDed 
athcift  J  and  his  being  made  hy  iSl^xtxAt  judicial  afiroltm  x^'as  dc- 
figned  as  one  mark  of  fuch  a  charader.  Fpr  this  impious  juggle 
had  a  religious  reverence  paid  to  it  at  that  dme.  Ahd  therefore 
the  beft  chara6ters  in  this  play  acknowledge  the  force  of  the  ftar^* 
influence.  But  how  mucn  tne  lines  following  this,  are  in  cha- 
rader,  may  be  feen  by  that  monftrous  wifli  of  Vanmi,  the  Ita* 
lianatheitt,  in  \i\%.xx2i^UJieadmirandis  Naturt^yScc.  printed  at  Paris, 
i6i6.  the  very  year  our  poet  died.  '•  O  utinam  extra  tmiimum 
&  connuhialem  thorum  ejjem  frocreatus  !  Ita  'enim  progenitores  ptei 
in  venerera  incaluiflent  ardcntius,  ac  cumulatim  anatlmque  gene- 
tofi  femina  contuliflent,  ^  quihus  ego  forma  hlanditiam  et  elegak^ 
tiamj  rohuftai  corporis  vires  ^  mentemque  innuhiUm  confequutus  juij^ 
fim*  At, quia  cpnjugatorum  funi  fobol,eSy  l>is  orbatus  fum'  bonis." 
Had  the  book  been  publiftied  but  tet^  or  twenty  years  fooner,  who 
would  not  have  believed  that  Shakefpeare  alluded  to  this  pafTage  i 
But  the  divinity  of  his  genius  foretold,  as  it  were,  what  fuch  an 
atheift  as  Vanini  would  i^y,  when  he  wrote  upon  fuch  a  fubje^^ 

WARfitntTOK. 

*  Shall  he  the  legitimate, ']  Here  the  Oxford  editor  would 

ihew  us  that  he  is  as  good  at  colningphrafes  as  his  .autl^or,  ai^d 
fo  altefs  the  text  thus :' 

Shall  toe  th*  legitimate. — — 

i*e«  fays  he,  Rand  on  even  ground  with  hi  fit  ^  ai  hi$  WuM  do  Wit!b 
his  author.  *  Wakbvkton, 

B  b  a  Jh^ 
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'  Now, .  gods,  ftand  up  for  baftards ! 

Enter  Glqfter. 

Glo.  Kent  banlih'd  thus !  And  France  in  choler 
parted  ! 
And  the  king  gone  to-night !  *  fubfcrib*d  his  power ! 
Confin'd  to  '  exhibition  !  ^  All  this  done 
Upon  the  gad  ! — Edmund  !  How  now  ?  what  news  ? 

Hanmer's  emendation  will  appear  very  plaulible  to  him  that 
{hall  confult  the  original  reading.     Butter's  quarto  reads  : 

Edmund  the  bafe 


Shall  tooth^  legitimate*' 


The  folio,         ■  '  ■    Edmund  the  bafe 

Shall  to  th*  legitimate 


Hanmer^  therefore,  could  hardly  be  charged  with  coining  a 
word,  though  his  explanation  may  be  doubted.  To  toe  him,  is 
perhaps  to  kkk  him  out^  a  phrafe  yet  in  vulgar  ufe ;  or,  to  toe^ 
may  be  literally  tofupplant.    The  word  be  has  no  authority. 

Johnson. 
Mr.  Edwards  would  read, — Shall  top  the  legitimate. 
I  have  received  this  emendation,  becaufe  the  fucceeding  ex« 
preffion,  I  grow ^  feems  to  favour  it.     Steevens. 

^  Nowy  godsy  ftand  up  for  haftards  /]  For  what  reafon  ?  He 
does  not  tell  us ;  but  the  poet  alludes  to  the  debaucheries  of  the 
pagan  godd,  who  made  heroes  of  all  their  baflards. 

War  BURTON. 
*  .1    fabfcribM  his  power  /]  SulfcriUdy  for  transferredf 

alienated.,   Warburton. 

To  fubfcribe,  is,  to  transfer  by  figning  qx  fulfcriling  a  writing 
of  tedimonv*  We  now  ufe  the  term,  Hey«3/ZW^r</ forty  pounds 
to  the  new  ouilding.     Johnson. 

The  folio  reads— /r^ri^^.    Steevens. 
5  xexhihition!'-^^  \%  allowance*    The  term  iayetufed 

in  the  univerfities.    Johnson. 
«  .JJI  this  done 

Upon  the  gad !   .  1 

So  the  old  copies :  the  later  editions  read : 

All  is  gone 
Upon  the  gad  !  ■ 

which,  beiides  that  it  is  unauthorized,  is  lefs  proper.  To  do  up* 
on  the  gad^  is,  to  aci  by  the  fudden  fiimulation  of  caprice,  as 
cattle  run  madding;  when  they  are  itung  by  the  gad  fly. 

Johnson. 

•      »       «  . ,   <      , , 


«      »>     . 
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'  Edm.  So  pleafe  your  lordfliip^'  none.  -'        .  *' ' 

".    Inputting  up  the  letter. 

Gh.  Why  fo  earneftly  feek  you  to  put  up  that 
letter  ? 

Edm.  I  know  no  news,  my  lord. 

Gh.  What  paper  were  you  reading  ? 

Edm.  Nothing,  my  lord.    * 

Glo.  No?  What  needed  then  that  terrible  difpatch. 
of  it  into  your  pocket  ?  the  quality  of  nothing  hath 
not  fuch  need  to  hide  itfelf.  Let's  fee  :  Conie,  if  it 
be  nothing,  I  Ihall  not  need  fpedtacles. 

Edm.  I  befeech  you,  fir,  pardon  me  :  it  is  a  letter 
from  my  brother,  that  I  have  not  all  o*er-read ;  and 
for  fo  much  as  I  have  perus'd,  I  find  it  not  fit  for 
your  over-looking. 

Gh.  Give  me  the  letter,  fir. 

Edm.  I  ihall  offend,  either  to  detain  or  give  it.^ 
The  contents,  as  in  part  I  underftand  them,  are  ta 
blame. 

Glo.  Let's  fee,  let's  fee.  • 

Edm.  1  hope,  for  my  brother'sjuftification,  he  wrote 
this  but  as  an  efiTay  or  ^  tafte  of  my  virtue. 
•  Gfo.  reads.]  '  This  policy y  and  reverence  of  age^  maket 
the  world  bitter  to  the  hefi  of  our  times  ;  keeps  our  for'^ 
tunes  from  uSy  *till  our  oldnefs  cannot  reliflf  them.  I  begin 
to  find  an  ^  idle  and  fond  bondage '  in  the  opprejfion  of  aged 
tyranny ;  who  JwaySy  not  as  it  hath  power^  but  as  it  is 


^  tafte  of  «y  virtue.'\  Though  tafte  may  ftand  in  this 

place,  yet  I  believe  we  (hould  read,  qjfay  or  teft  of  my  virtue  : 
they  are  both  metallurgical  terms,  and  properly  joined*  So,  in 
Hamlet : 

**  Bring  me  to  the  z^.**    Johnsok. 
•  This  policy  and  reverence  of  ages  ]  Age  is  the  reading  of 

both  the  cyi^Kxi  authority.    Butter's  quarto  has,  this  policy  of 
age  ; ,  the  JHd,  this  policy  an^  reverence  of  age.     JoH>fSON. 
The  twn  <^Btn<i  publilhed  by  Butter,  concur  with  the  folio  in  read* 
ing  c  s  duodecimo  is  the  only- copy  that  has  ages. 

Stesvens. 
and  foni^-^'\  Weak  and  fooliih*    JoHNSoii, 

Bb3  >/. 
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fuffered.  Come  to  me,  that  of  this  I  m^  jjifeah  mre* 
If  our  father  would  Jleep  *till  I  wak*d  him^  you  fhould 
enjoy  half  his  revenue  far  ever^  and  /w  thi  beloved  of 
your  brother^  Edgar. — Hum — ConfpiraGy  ! —  Sleeps 
*till  I  wak*d  him y-^you  fhould  enj^  half  his  reveme*-^ 
— My  fon  Edgar  T  Had  he  a  hand  to  write  this  ^  a 
heart  and  brain  to  breed  it  in*  ? — When-  c^me  this  to 
you  ?  Who  brought  it  ? 

Ednt.  It  was  not  brought  nre^  ray  lor-d>  there's  the 
cunning  of  it ;  i  ^ound  it  thrown  in  at  the  cafeoient 
of  my  clofet. 

Gh.  You  know  the  character  to  be  your  brother's  ? 
;  JE^dnp.  If  the  matt^  were  good,  nxy  lord,  1  durft 
fivcar  it  were  his ;  but,  in  refpedk  of  that,  I  would 
fain  think  it  were  not. 

Gk.  It  is  his. 

£^«  It  is,  his  ha;)d^  my  lord ;  but,  I  hope^  his 
heart  is  not  in  the  contentS4 

Glo.  Hath  he  never  heretofore  founded  you  yo,  thta 
bufinefs  ? 

.  ^dm.  Never,  my  lord:  But  \  have  often  heard 
him  maintain  it  to  be  fit,  that,  iox^^  at  perfe&  age^^ 
and  fathers  declining,  the  father  fhould  be  a^  ward 
to  the  fob,  and  the  fon  mana^  hi$  revenue. 

Glo^^  O  vill'^io,  villain ! — His  v-cry  crpinion  in.  the 

letter ! Abhorred  villain  !    Unnatural,  detefted,- 

^rutiih  villain  !  worfe  than  brutiih  ! — Go,  firrah,^ 
feek  him  ;  TU  apprehend  him  : — Abominable  vil- 
lain !t— Where  is  he  ?      - 

Ednik  I  do  not  w^H  know,  my  lord.  If  it  iha}!* 
pleafe  you  to  fuffpcnd  your  indigaation  ^gaJnft  my 
brother,  'till  you  c^p  derive  from  hinj  better  teftirii6fty 
of  his  intent,  you  lliould  run  a  cert^^  cpiirife }  where, 
if  you  violently  procefed  againft  Hm^  miftaking  his 
purpofe,  it  would  rtiake  a  gfeat  gap  in  ^o\xi  own 
Jioribtrr,  andihatein  jiecesthe  fceaft  of  his  obedience. 
I  dare  J>awn  doWn  niy  |ife  ^or  Iiim,  that  he  hath 

wfit 
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wrin  ihk  to  feel  my  afiedllon  to  your  &bik)Ury  and  to 
no  otivei:  *  ptetemre  of  dan^r^ 

Gh.  Think  you  fo  ? 

Edm.  If  your  honour  judge  it  meet,  I  v<^ill  place 
you  where  you  fliall  hear  .us  cotifer  of  ihh,  and  by  zh 
duiicuhf  dflwance  have  ybilr  fatbfadtibn  i  ahd  that 
without  aiky  further:  delay  than  this  very  eveniiig, 

Ghi  He  cannot  be  fuch  a  monfter. 

Edm.  *  Nor  is  not,  fuip. 

Gh.  To  his  father,  that  for  tenderly  and  Entirely 
lores  him.-!- Heaven  and  ear<k !— ^Edrnuii<i5  feek 
\ikn  out ;  '  wind  nae  int6  him,  I  ^ray  you  :  frame 
the  bufinefs  after  your  own  wifdom  :  ♦  I  would  un- 
ftate  myfelf,  to  be  m  a  due'  refblucion. 

Edf9f. 

• 

»  prete/tce'^''-^}  Pretence  is  dcfign,  porpofe,.   So,  after- 

wards in.  this  play*         -  .       ^ 

Pretence  and  purpofe  of  lintcmdneis.    Johnson, 
^  E^,']  from  Nor  is,  to  heaven  and  earth  I  arc  words  omiN 
ted  il^  the  foTio.    Steevens. 

•  '  -^i^^wVi/ine  into  him^ — -"]  I  <>"^c  thought  it  fhouldbc 
iead,  yeiu  iato  him ;  but,  ptrhapS|  it  is  a  familiar  phrafe,  like 
iefxtit  ibis\    Johnson. 

So,  in  fkvel/th'Ni^ht :  f*  cBalfehge  me  the  duke's  youth 

to  flgnt  with  him."  Inftances  of  thi^  p^aiTeolo^  occur  itt  the 
M&chant  of  FehicCi  JT,  Henry  tSt.  Part  I,  and  m  Othclh* 

Stervens. 
♦  -T-'-*-/ wtf»W  unftate  Tnyfelf  to  h  in  a  due  re/olution.}  i.e.  I 
will  throw  afide  all  conHderation  of  my  relation  to  him,  that  I 
ibat  :i^  as  juf&e  requires.    War  bur  ton. 

Such  is  this  learned-man's  explanation.    I  take  the  meaning 
to  be  rather  tWs,  Do  you  frame  the  hujmefs^  who  can  adt  with  lefs 
emotion  j|  I  would  unjtate  myfelf;  it  would  in  me  be  a  departure 
frdtti  the'  paternal  character,  to  he  in  a  due  refohtion^  to  be  fet* 
tied  and  compofed  on  fuch  an  occafion.    The  words  'would  and 
j(&^»i^  are  in  old  language  often  confounded.    Johnson* 
The  ftmc  word  occurs  in  Antow^  arid  Cleopatra  : 
••  Yes,  like  enough,  high-battkid  (Jsefar  will 
'*  Unjiate  his  happincfs,  and  be  fiag'd  to  ihew 
•*  Againft  a  fworder.*'— — 
To  uttftatey  in  both  thefe  inflances,  feems  to  have  the  fame  mean* 
ing.    Edgar  has  been  reprefented  as  wifhing  to  poflefs  his  fa« 
tbex;'s  fortune,  i«  e«  to  unftate  him ;  and  therefore  his  father  fays 
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JE^jW.  I  will  feefc  him^  fir,  prclcntly. ;  ^  convey 
the  bufinefs  as  I  ihall  find  means^  and  acquainryou 
withal. 

Gh.  Thefe  late  eclipfes  in  the  fun  and  moon  por- 
tend np  good  to  us.:  Though  ^  the  wifdom  of  nature 
can  reafoD  it  thus  and  thus,  yet  nature  finds  itfelf 
'  fcourg'd  ty  the  fequent  eflfe(fts  :  love  cdols,  friend- 
fliip  falls  off,  brothers  divide  :  in  cities,  mutinies; 
in  countries,  difcord;  in.  palaces,  treafon;  and  the 
bond  crack'd ^twixt  fon. and. father.  '  *  This  villain 
of  mine  comes  under  the  predidion;  there's  fon 
^gainft. father  :  the  l^ing  falls  from  bias  of  nature; 

.  '  ' 

he  would  unfiate.  Ininitlf  .tO'  h^  fufficiently  refotved  to  puniih 

'    Ttf  enftafe  is  to  confer  a  fortune.     So,  in  Meafure  for  Mea» 

/«^<f-  ■       .  ....... 

■■       his'pdfleflions'  .  .  . 

We  do  enjiate  and  widow,  you  withal,    "Stee yens. 

It  fe^ms  to  me^  thsit  I  ivouU  un/lat^.  n^elfva  this  palTage  means. 

fimply,  I  vjoufd  give  my  eftate  (including  rank  as  well  as  fortune,) 

Tyrwhitt. 

convey  the  lufinifs^^T-'l  Convey^  for  introduce  :  bu^ 


cottv^  -is  a  fine  word,  as  alluding  to  the  pra6tic?  of  clapdeflin^ 
conveying  goods,  fo  as  npt  to  be  foujid  upon  the  felon. 

War  BUR  TON. 
To  convey  is  rather  to  carry  ihro^zk  ^l^^n  to  introduce ;  in  this 
place  it  is  to  manage  drtfully:'\\t  wy  of  a  juggler,  that  he  has 
^  clean  conveyance*     JohnsoK.    , 

So,  in  Mother  Bo?tihie\  by  Lilly,  1599  ^    **  Two,  ^hey  fay, 
may  keep  couilfel    if  one  be  away;  but  to  convey  \riiytry  twq 
are  too  rcw,  and  four  are  too  many," 
Again  J  in  A  mad  World  my  Mafters^  by  Middletoii,  1.640  : 

<*  ^ thus  I've  ciiavp'y  It ; — 7- 

**  I'll  counterfeit  a  fit  of  violent  ficknefs,"^   3t?evens, 
§0,  in  lord  Sterline's  y»/w  C^r,  1607: 

**  A  circumftahce  or  an  indifferent  thing. 

^^  Doth  oft  ma;*  all,  when  not  withicare  qoi\vey*d^ 

Mai^one* 
«         .J       ^be  iviJUom  of  nature '  ]  That  is,  though  natUr 

ral  philofophy  can  give  account  of  edipfcs,  yet  we  feel  their  con- 
fcquences.    Johnson. 

7  This  villain—]  All  from  aflerifk  to  a&eril^  i?  9mitted  in  th^ 

quartos.      §T]5EVENS| 
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there's  father,  againft  child.  We  have  feen  the  beft 
of  our  time  :  Machinations,  hoUownefs,  trdaclierjr, 
and  all  ruinous  *  diforders,    follow  us  dlfquietly  to  ^ 

our  graves  !  * Find  out  this  villain,   Edmund  ; 

it  Ihall  lofe  thee  nothing ;  do  it  carefully  : And 

the  noble  and  true-hearted  Kent  banilh'd !  his  of- 
fence, honefty  ! Strange  !  ftrange !  [£^/7. 

Edm.  •  This  is  the  excelYent  foppery  of  the  world  i 

that, 

"  This  is  the  exceUtnt  foppeiy  of  the  wi?rA/,  &c.]  In  Shakefpeare'i 
beft  playsy  befide$  the  vices  that  arife  from  the  fubje£t,  there  is 
generally  fomc  peculiar  prevailing  folly,  principally  ridiculed, 
that  ruhs  through  the  whole  piece*  Thus,  in  The  Tempefi^  the 
lying  difpofition  of  travellers,  and,  in  As  You  "Like  tt^  the  fan-: 
^ic  humour  of  courtiers,  is  expofed  and  fatirized  with  infinite 
pleafantry.  In  like  manner,  in  this  play  of  Lear^  the  ddtages] 
of  judicial  aftrology  are  feverely  ridiculed,  *  I  fancy,  was  the; 
date  of  its  firft  performance  well  confidered,  it  would  be  found 
that  fomethin^'or  other  happened  at  that  time  which  gave  a 
more  than  ordinary  run  to  this  deceit,  as  thefe  words  feem  to  in- 
timate; I  am  thinkings  brother ^  of  a  fr edition  I  read  this  othet 
ia^y  vjhat  Jhould  follow  thefe  ecliffes.  However  this  be,  an  im- 
pious cheat,  which  had  fo  little  foundation  in  nature  or  reafbn, 
(b  detefUble  ah  original,  and  fuch  (atal  confequences  on  the 
manners  of  the  people,  who  were  at  that  time  ftrangely  befotted 
with  it,  certainly  deferved  the  feverefl:  la(h  of  fatire.  It  was  a 
fundamental  in  this  noble  fcience,  that  whatever  feeds  of  good 
difpofltibns  the  infant  unborn  might  be  endowed  with  either  from 
nature,  or  tradu6lively  from  its  parents,  yet  if,  at  the  time  of 
its  birth,  the  delivery  was  by  any  cafualty  fo  accelerated  or  re- 
tarded, as  to  fall  in  with  the  predominancy  of  a  malignant  con- 
ftellation^  that  momentary  influence  would  entirely  change  its 
nature,  and  bias  it  to  all  the  contrary  ill  qualities  :  fo  wretched 
and  monftrous  an  opinion  did  it  fet  out  with.  But  the  Italians, 
to  whom  'w«  owe  this,  us  well  as  mofl  other  unnatural  crimes 
and  follies  of  thefe  latter  ages,  fomenred  its  original  im- 
piety to  the  moft  deteflable  height  of  extravagance.  Petrus 
Aponenfis,  an  Italian  phyfician  of  the  13th  century,  afTures  us' 
that  thbfe  prayers  which  are  made  to  God  when  the  moon  is  in 
conjundion  with  Jupiter  in  the  Dragon's  tail,  are  infallibly 
heard.  Th^  great  Milton,  with  a  juu  indignation  of  this  im- 
piety, hath,  in  his  Paradife  Re^ained^  fatirized  it  in  a  very 
beautiful  mapner,  by  putting  thefe  reveries  into  the  mouth  of 
^he  devilf    Nor  coi^d  the  licentious  H^belais  himfelf  forbear  to 

ridicule 
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Hbzx^  when  we  are  fieb  in  fbrtunet  (often  tho  furfeit  ^ 
our  own  behaviour)  we.make  guilty  of  our  difaAefSj 
the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  ftars :  as  if  we  were 
villains  by  neceffity ;  fools,  by  heavenly  com^pulfion; 
knaves,  thieves,  \  and  treachersy  by  fpherical  predo- 
minance ; 

ridicule  this  impiotis  dotagjp;^  wliicb.  he  does  with  exquifite  ad- 
dref^  and'  hartidur,  where,  in  the  fable  which  he  fo  agreeably 
^i  itom  iBfop,  of  the  man  who  applied  to  Jupiter  for  the  lofs 
of  his  hatchet,  he  makes  thofe  who,  on  the  poor  man*s  good  fuc« 
cefs,  had^rojeded  to  trkk  Jupiter  by  the  fame  petitictti^  si^  kind 
of  aitrologic  atheiils,  who  afcrioed  tbijs  gdod  fortune,  that  they 
imagined  they  w^re  now  all  goings  to  {>artake  of,  to  the  influence 
{if  fome  rare  conjunftion  and  Configuration  of  the  ^ra.     *^  Hen^ 
Ben,  difentils*-— Et.doncquesi  telle  eft  au  fempa  preient  la  re- 
ydlution  des  Cieulz,  la  conuellation  des  Aflres,  &  a^peS*  des  ph«« 
netes,  que  quiconque  cdignee  perdra,  ibubdain  deviendra  ainfi 
Jichc  t^         '   JV<y».  .-^'v^-  du  IV.  Livre,  ■■■    ,  ■  But  to*  retain  to 
SHakefpeare.    3o'  blafphemous  a  delufioa,  therefi^^,  ie  hccano 
ihe  honefly  of  our  poet  to  exjpofe.    B^t  it  was  a  leitder  pointy 
an^d  required  m^agmgt    For  this  im^loufi  juggle  had  i»  his  time 
i  kind  of  rell^ous  reirerencd  paid  to  tt«    It  was  therefore  to  be 
^one  obliquely ;  and  the  circumdances  of  the  fcene  furMi(hc<i 
fiim  with  as  good  an  opportunity  as  he  could  wifli.    The  perfbns 
1^  the  drama  are  all  Pagans,  fo  that  as,  in,  com^liaace  Co  culbm^ 
lis  gx)od  chara£iers  were  not  to  fpeak  ill  of  judicial  aftrolo^,  they 
could  on  account  of  their  religion  f^ve  no  reputation  tait«     Buc 
ui  order  to  expofe  it  the  more,  he,  with  great  judgment^  mvkff^ 
tlieftl  Pagans  fatallfis ;  as  appears  by  thefe  words  of  Leai^: 
"xiy  all  the  operations  of  the  orbs^ 
From  whom,  we  do  exifl  and  oeafe  to  be«      . 
f'pr  the  doctrine  of  fate  is  the  true  founda.tion  of  j«diaal  afinw 
lqg;>%    Having  thus  difcredited  it  by  the  verv  commendations 
given  to  it,  he  was  in  no  danger  of  having  his  dire&  fatire  agamft 
It  m^aken,  by  its  being  put  (as  he  wa^  obliged,  both  in  paying^ 
r^egard  to  cuflom,  and  in  lollowing  nature)  into  the  mouth  oi  the 
vlu^n  and  atheift,  efpecially  when  he  has  added  fuch  force  of 
reafQa*  to  his  ridicule,  in  the  words  referred  to  in  the  beginoing- 
of  the  note.    War  burton. 

9  «^  and  iriMchcrsi  ■  ]  The  modem  editors  read  treacherous ; 
but  the  reading  of  the  firft  copies,  which  I  have  refloreki  to  the 
text,  may  be  fupported  from  pioft  of  the  old  coatempoi&iy.  w^ 
tcr5.    So,  in  Do£i^  JyoiI^poU^  a  comedy,  1^00  : 

**  How  fniootb  the  CMSixHagtuacb^  kabk'd  upon  it!" 

Ajaiflr 
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tmnmce  r  druBdca/rdBt^  lyars,  and  adulter ert^  V]P  nn  i^n 
ferc'd  obedienq^  o£  planbtary  ioftiehec ;  an<|  ^1  t\iU 
v^e  aF€  evtl  in,  hiy  i  divine  thruSlirig  on  :  'An  admi;^ 
nfafe  evafionr  of  .whore^mafter  mbi)^  to  lay  his  g6a^ilh 
difpofition  to  the  charge  of  a  ftar  !  *  My  father  conn 
pounded  with  niy  mQ)ther  under  the  dragon's  tail ;  «nd 
my  nativity  was  under  urfa  major ;  fo  that  it  follows^ 
I  am  rough  and  lecherous. — Tut^  I  ihould  have  been 
that  I  am,  had  the  nvaidenlieft  dar  ip  the  firmameaC 
twinkled  on  my  baftardiziAg«r    Edgar— **-^ 

Enter  E(^r^ 

and  ^  paf  '^  be  oomea,  like  the  cafiailrppIiQ  of  ^c 

oldl 

Agaby  in  E*very  Man  in  his  Humoiir : 

**  s  ,  Ob,  you  treacbourP^ 

AgaiOf;  in  Robert  M.arl  of  Uuntingdan^ . \.6q\  : 

*  *  >  Rente,  trecher  as  thou  art  !** 

A^piin^  in  t)ic  Bloody  Banjuet^   1639  :       ^ 

**  To  poiibn  tke  right  .vife  of  iervice — a  trecher.** 
Chaucer«  m  his  Ramaunt  of  the  Aofe^   mentions  **  the  falfe 
iriochet^  and  Spenfer  often  u^es  the  fame.  word.    Stesvetks. 

*  An  admirahle  evafion — to  lay  his-^difpoftiou  on  the  charge 
^  a  fiat  t-^^^-^  ;  3  We  fhould  read,  change  of  a  Jar  f 
which  both  the  fenie  ind  grammar  require.  It  was  the  opinion 
ofaftrok^ers  (fee  What  is  faid  juit  apove)' that  the  moroentaiy 
influence  did  all ;  and  we  do  not  fay,.  Lay  a  thing  on  the  tharge^ 
6at  to  the  charge.  Bcfides,  change  '^  anfwering  to  evafon  juft 
a{>OTe,i  gives  additional  elegance  xo  the  ezpreSon. 

War  BUR  TON. 
^-^ofafiwr^l  Both  the  qyartos  read — io  the  charge  offars. 

Steevens. 

*  fat  be  <•#»«—]  The  quartos  read, 

<■■    ^''a^idw/ he  comes,  Steevje:^s. 

^  *  '  ■     he  comesy  Uhe  the  catafirophe  of.  the  old  comedy  :  J 

'tbis  we  are  to  unaerftand^  as  a  compliment  intended  by  the 
siathor,  on  the  natural  winding  up  of  the  plot  in  the  comedy  of 
die  ancient?  ;  which  as  it  was  owing  to  the  artful  and  yet  na- 
tural introduction  of  the  perfons  of  the  drama  into  the  fcene, 
nifl  in  the  iiick  of  timet  or  j^^/,  as  our  author  fays,  makes  the 
iimilitude  irery  proper.    This,   without  doubt,    is  the  fupreme 

i^eauty  of  oomeiQr,  confidered  as  an  aBion<»  And  as  it  depends 
olely  On  a  ilri£t  obfervance  of  the  unitiesy  it  fliews  that  thefe 
^nitiu  arc  in  iiatvure,  and  in  the  reafon  of  things,  and  not  in  ar 

mere 
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old  comedy  :   My  cue  is  villainous   meianchory,- 
with  a  figh  like  Tom  o'  Bedlam. — O,  thefe  cclipfcs 
do  portend  thefe  ^ivifions !  fa,  fol,  la,  me— - 
-  -£^.  How  now,  brother  Edmuhd  ?  What  ferious 
contemplation  are  ^ou-in  ? 
'Edm.'  I  am  thinking,  brother,  of  a  prediction  I 

inerc'  arbitrary  inventiox^  of  the  Greeks,  as  fome  of  our  own 
country  rr/V/Vj,  of  a  low  mechanic  genius,  have,  by  their  woiiis, 
perfuaded  our  *wits  tor  b.elievei,  -  For  common  fenfe  requiring  that 
the  fubje^t  of  one  comedy  (liould  be  one  aHion^  and  that  that  action 
ihould  be  contained  nearly  within  the  period  of  time  which  the 
reprelentation  of  it  takes  up  ;  hence  we  have  the  unities  of  time 
znHaAton  ^  and,  from^hefe,-  unavoidably^  arifes  the  third,  which 
h  that  of  place.  For  when  the  whole  of  one  a^ion  is  included 
within  a  proportionable  fmall  fpace  ^f  //W,  there  is  no  room  to 
change  thcyrf«/,  but  allipufl  be  done  upon  one  Jpot  of  ground. 
Now  from  this  laft  unity  ^  (the  heceflary  ifTue  of  the  two  other, 
which  derive  imoivediately  from  nature)  proceeds  all  that  beauty 
of  the  cataftrophe^  or  the  winding  up  the  plot  in  the  ancient  co- 
medy. .For  all  the  perfons  oi  the  drama  being  to  appear  and  ad 
ott  one  limited  fpot,  and  being  by  their  feveral  interefts  to  em-, 
barras,  and  at  length  to  condu<^  the'  a6Hon  to  its  defHn*<i^  period, 
there  is  need  of  confummate  ikill  to  bring  them  on^  and  take  them 
offf  naturally  and  necejfarily  ;  for  the  grace  of  a<5tion  requires  the 
one,  and  the  pcrfe£tion  of  it  the  other.  Which  conduct  of  the 
adidn  muft  needs  produce  a  beauty  that  will  give  a  judicious  mind 
the  highelj  pleafure.  On  the  other  hand,  when  a  comic  writer 
has  a  whole  country  to  range  in,  nothing  is  eatier  than  to ^W  the 
perifons  of  the  drama  ]\x^  ixjhere  \\t  would  have  them;  and  this 
requiring  no  art,  the  beauty  we  fpeak  of  is  not  to  be  found.- 
Confequently  a  violation  of  the  unities  deprives  the  drama  of  pne 
of  its  greateft  bea'uties ;  which  provfes  what  I  afTerted,  that  the 
three  unities  are  no  arbitrary,  mechanic  ii^vention,  but  founded  in 
reafon  and  the  nature  of  things.  The  Tempeji  of  Shakefpeare  fuf- 
ficiently  proves  him  to  bewail  acquainted  with  tfiefe  unities  ;  and 
the  parage  in  queftion  fliews  him  to  have  becii  ftruck  with  thQ 
beauty  that  refults  from  them.     War  burton. 

This  fuppofition  will  not  at  all  fuit  with  the  chara6^er  of  Ed- 
mund, with  the  comi^  turn  of  his  whole  fpcech,  nor  with  the 
general  idea  of  Shakefpeare*s  want  of  learning;  fp  that  I  am 
more  apt  to  think  the  ^%.^2L^fatire\)^2^xx  panegyric y  and  intended 
to  ridicule  the  very  aukward  concliifions  o?  our  old  comedies, 
where  the  perfons  of  the  fcene  make  their  entry  inartificially,  and 
juil  when  the  poet  wants'  th^m  on  the  flage.     Warnei;, 

read 
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read   this   other  ^lay,    what    ihouid   follow   thefe 
cclipfes.  ^       .  .      ;- 

Edg.  Do  you  bufy  yourfclf  with  that  ? 

Em.  *  I  promiie  you,  the  effects  he  writes  .of, 
fucceed  unhappily;  ^**  as  of  unnaturalnejfs  between  the: 
child  and  the  parent;  death,  dearth,  diijTolutions  of 
ancient  amities ;  diyiiionsin  date,  menaces  and  male-* 
didions  againft  king  and  nobles ;  needlefs  diffidences^ 
banilhment  of  friends,  diffipation  of  cohorts  7,  nup- 
tial breaches,  and  I  know  not  what. 

'Edg<.  *  How  long  have  you  been  a  fedary  aftro- 
nomical  ?      " 

Edm.  Come,  come ;  *  when  faw  you  my  father  lalli 

Edg.  Why,  the  night  grone  by.  . 

Emt.  Spake  you  with  him  ? .  ,  / 

Edg.  Ay,  two  hours  together. 

Emt.  Parted  you  in  good  terms  ?  Found  you  no 
difpleafure  in  him,  by  word,  or  countenance  ? 

Edg.  None  at  all. 

JE/fe/.  Bethink  yourfelf,  wherdn  you  may  have 
offended  him  :  and  at  my  entreaty,  forbear  his  pre^ 
fence,  until  fome  little  time  hath  qualified  the  heat 
of  his  difpleafure ;  which  at  this  inAant  fo  rageth  in 

5  I propiife you^^-^'\  The  folio  edidon  commonly  di^rs  from 
the  fxrft  quarto,  by  augmentations  or  infertions,  but  in  this  place 
it  varies  by  omiffion,  and  by  the  omlffion  of  fomething  which  na- 
turally  introduces  the  following  dialogue.  It  ts  eafy  to  remark, 
that  in  this  fpeech,  which  ou^ht,  I  think,  to  be  inferted  a»  it 
how  is  in  the  text,  Edmund,  with  the  common  craft  of  fortune- 
tellers, mingles  the  paft  and  future,  and  tells  of  the  future  only 
what  he  already  foreknows  by  confederacy,  or  ^an  attain  by  pro- 
bable conjecture*    Johnson* 

^— ^  ^— ]  Allnom  this  afierilkto  the  next,  is  omitted  in  the 
folio.     Steevens. 

'^•^dtjjifation  of  cohorts. — ]  Thus  the  old  copy.  Dr.  Johnfon 
veads,  ot  courts.    Steevkns. 

•  How  low  hwvtyou  ]  This  line  I  hs^vc  reflored  fix)m 

the  two  eldeit  quartos,  and  hare  regulated  the  following  fpeech 
according  to  the  fame  copies.    Stsstens.  , 

him. 
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him,  '  that  wkfe  the   mifchief  ^f  your  pttfatt  it 
would  fcarcely  allay. 

Edg.  Some  villain  feath  done  me  wrong: 

Em.  That's  my  fear.  **I  pray  you,  have  a 
continent  forbearance,  till  the  ipeed  of  his  rage  goes 
flower  •  and,  as  1  fay,  retire  with  rtie  to  my  fodg- 
ing,  from  whence  i  will  fitly  bring  you  to  hear  my 
lord  fpeak  :  !Pray  y^ou,  go.;  tKei^e's  my  key  :—^lf 
you  do  ftir  abroad,  go  arm*d. 

Edg.  Arn:i'd,  -brother  ?  * 

Em.  Brother,  I  advifeyou'to«t^e'befl:;  goarm^d; 
I  am  no  honeft  man,  jf  th.ere  be  any  good  .meaning 
towards  you  :  1  have  told  yoy  whati  have.feen  and 
heard,  but  faintly;  -nothing  like  tlie  image  and  hor- 
ror of  it :  Pray  you,  away. 

Edg.  Shall  i  hear  from  you  anon  ? 

Em.  I  do  ferve  you  ip  this  bqfinefs.--^[jEv//  Edgar. 
A  credulous  father,  tod  a  brptlier  noble, 
Whofe  nature  is  fo  far  from  doing  harms. 
That  he  fufpec9:s  none ;  on  whofe  fooliih  honefty 

My  pradices  ride  eafy  !-^I  fee.thebufinefs. « 

J.et  me,  if  not  by  birth,  h^ye  lands  by  wit  : 

All  wich  me's  meet,  that  I  can  fafliion  fit.        [Ea//. 


.*•■■  '^  ihat  wUh  the  tnlfchirf  of  y^tur pirfon-'-'^y  Thi$  readipg 
is  ill' both  copies;  yet  I  belien^e  th®  author  ^yp  ft,  t&^  but 
ymh .tk§  m\fchief  ^i your ,peitfoix , it. wpuid Icar^e  aUay' 

^  ,    JpiiN$ON, 

;i  4o  iiot  fe^  ai^y  u^ed  of  alter^ion.    -He  could  npt  ep^preis ^ 

^iQlcQ^e  of  J^B  JFi^ber's  difpleftfure  In  ftrcoiger terms  than  by  fay* 
In^it.w^sfp.grisat  thgt.it  would .fciirfi^ly  be  appea&d  by  the  cb- 
flru^ion  of  his  fon. '  Malon£* 

^JCh^f,sff^fAar:\JiL\i%9xmm  thk  And  tic  next  aftcrjikf  is 
omitted  in  the  quartos,  STi;EyENS» 
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^he  duke  of  jSbaw/s  palace. 

Enter  Oonerii^  and  ^t'ewarL 

Gon.  Did  my  father  ,ftrike   my  gejQtkfp^n  for 
^ding  of  bis  fool  ? 

Stew.  Ay,  madam. 

Gon.  By  day  and  night !  he  wrorigs  me ;  every  hour 
He  flalhes  into  one  grofs  crime  or  other, 
T|i?kC  fets  us  all  at  odds  :  Til  not  endure  it : 
His  knights  grow  riotous,  and  himfelf  upbraids  us 
On  every  trifle  :— ^When  he  returns  from  huntings 
i  will  not  fpeak  with  him ;  fay,  I  am  fick ;— r— 
If  yo^  cbnke  flack  of  former  iervices. 
You  ihall  do  well ;  the  fauk  of  it  Fli  anfwcr. 

Stew.  .He*s  coming,  ipadam ;  I  hear  him. 

{Horns  within. 

Gon.  Put  on  what  weary  negligence  you  pleafe. 
You  and  your  fellows ;  Td  have  it  come  to  queftion : 
If  he  diflike  it,  let  him  to  my  lifter, 
Whofe  min^^ud  min^^  I  know,  in  that  are  one,. 
*  lAiA  ta  be  over-rul'd.     '  Idle  old  man. 
That  ftill  wovild  manage  thbfe  authorities. 
That  he  hath  given  away  !-~Now.,  by  my  Uf4e, 
^  Old  fools  are  babed  agaia ; ,  •and  muft  be  us'd 

With 

'  ■■■  i-  lilt  tHiman^  The  lines  from  one  afterUk  to  the  other, 
IS  they  are  fine  in  themfeixes,  and  rery  much  in  charader  for 
Ooneril,  I  have  rcflored  froip  the  old  quarto.  The  laft  vcrfc, 
tvhioh  I  have  Vemur'd  to  amend,  is  there  printed  thus : 

With  ehecks,  like  Hatt'nes  when  they  are  feen  abusM. 

,  Theobald, 
•  Old  fools  art  tabes  arain ;  ani  tnuft  he  ns*d 

With  checks  Hke  jiaBries  when  they  are  feen  abused,  ]  Thus  the 
<M^rto  neftdsi^efe^Httes*  It  is  plain  they  are  corrupt.  But 
they  have  been  made  worfe  by  a  fru^itlefs  attempt  to  corred  them. 
Andfirft,  for 

01d^#/x  are  babes  again ;         ■  ■   ■■ 

pro- 
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With  checks,  as  flatteries  when  they  are  feen  abus'd  *• 
Remember  what  I  have  faid* 

Stm\ 

A  proverbial  expreffipn  is  .here  plainljr  alluded  to;  but  it  is  a 
flrange  proverb  v^hich  only  informs  us  that  fools  are  innocents. 
Wc  mould  read, 

01d^/;&x  are  babes  again  ; 
Thus  fpeaksthe  proverb,  and  with  the  ufuai  good  ienieof  one. 
The  next  line  is  jumbled,  out  of  all  meaning :, 

With  checks  like  flatt'rics  when  they're  feeaabusM* 
Mr.  Theobald  reftores  it  thus, 

With  checks  like  flattVrr/  when  they're  fcen  to  ahufe  sis. 
Let  us  confidcr  the  fenfe  a  little.  Oldfolks^  fays  the  fptfakcr,  are 
habes  again ;  well,  and  what  then  ?  Why  then  they  muft  be  ufed 
like  flatterers.  But  when  Shakeipcare  quoted  the  proverb,  we  may 
be  afrure.d  his  purpofe  was  to  draw  forae  inference  from  it,  and 
liot  run  rambling  af^er  a  fimilitude^  And  that  inference  was  not 
difficult  to  find,  had  co^nmoa  fenfe  been  attended  to,  whith  telU 
us  Shakefpeare  mufl  have  wrote, 

0[di  folks  are  babes  again ;  and  muft  be  us'd 

With  checks,  itot  flatteries  when  they'rie  feen  abusM. 
i.  e.  Old  folks  bein^  grown  children  again,  theyihould  be  ufed  as 
we  ufe  children,  with  checks^  when  we  find  that  the  little  flatteries 
we  employed  to  quiet  them  are  abufedj  by  their  becoming  more 
peevifh  and  perverfe  by  indulgence. 

■  when  theyVe  feen  abus*d. 

i.  e^  When  we  find  that  thofe  flatt'ries  are  abus'd. 

War  BURTON. 
Thefe  lines  hardly  deferve  a  note,  though  Mr.  Theobald  thinks 
them  very  fine.    Whether  fools  or  folks  fliould  be  read  is  not 
worth  enquiry.     The  controverted  line  is  yet  in  the  old  quarto, 
not  as  the  editors  reprefen]iit,:battbu8  ; 

With  checks  as  flatteries  when  they  are  feen  abused. 
I  am  in  doubt  whether  there  is  any  error  of  tranfcription.  The 
fepfe  feqms  to  be  this  :  Old  men  mufl  he  treated  ijoitb  checks ^  when 
as  they  are  feen  to  be  deceived  nvith  flatteries :  or,  vuhen  tbey  an 
ijoeak  enough  te  he  feen  abufed  by  flatteries,  they  are  then  weak 
enough  to  be  ufed  i\}itb  checks.  There  is  a  pky  of  the  wofds 
vfed  and  abufed.  To  alufe  is,  in  our  author,  very  frequently  the 
fame  as .  to  deceive.  'This  conflru£iion  is  harfh  and  ungrammau- 
cal ;  Shakefpeare  perhaps  thoi^ht  it  vicious,  and  chofe  tothfoir 
away  the  lines  rather  than,  correal  them,  nor  would  now  thank 
the  ofHcioufnefs  of  his  editors,  who  reflore  whac  they  do  notttn* 
derflaud..    Johnson.  ". 

The 
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Stew.  Very  well,  madam. 

Gon.  And  let  his  knights  have  colder  looks  among 
you;^ 
What  grows  of  it,  no  matter ;  advife  your  fellows  fo : 
I  would  breed  from  hence  occafions,  and  I  Ihall, 
That  I  may  fpeak  : — V\\  write  ftraight  to  my  fitter. 
To  hold  my  very  courfe  : — Prepare  for  dinner, 

[^Exeunt. 

SCENE        IV. 

An  open  place  before  the  palace  • 

Enter  Kent,  difguifed. 

Kent.  ^  If  but  as  well  I  other  accents  borrow. 
That  can  my  fpeech  diffufe,  my  good  intent 

May 

The  plain  meaning,  I  believe,  is— old  fools  muft  be  ufed  with 
checks,  as  flatteries  mull  be  checked  when  they  are  made  a  bad 

Ufeof.      TOLLET.  '    ' 

I  underfland  this  pallage  thus.  Old  fools — muft  he  ufed  with 
checks^  as  well  as  flatteries^  'oohen  they  [i.  e.  flatteries]  are  feen  to 
htahufed.     Tyrwhitt. 

5  If  hut  as  fivelt  I  other  accents  horrowy 
And  c4n  my  fpeech  difufe.— *— — ] 
Thus  Rowe,  Pope,   and  Johnfon,  in  contradiction  to  ^l  the 
ancient  copies. 
The  firft  folio  reads  the  whole  paflage  as  follows  : 
If  but  as  w/// 1  other  accents  borrow, 
That  can  my  fpeech  defufe^  ray  good  intent 
^    May  carry  through,  &c. 
We  muft  fuppofe  that  Kent  advances  looking  on  his  difgiiife. 
This  circumAance  very  naturally  leads  to  his  fpeech,   which, 
otherwife,  would  have  no  very  apparent  introduftion.     If  I  can 
change  my  fpeech  as  well  as  I  have  changed  my  drefs.     To  diffufe 
fpeech,  lignifies  to  diforder  it,  and  fo  to  difguife  it ;  as  in  the 
Merry  Winces  of  Witkdf or ^  a6l  IV.  fc.  vii : 
««  rufli  at  once 

"  With  fome  diffufed  {ong: 


Again,  in  the  Nice  Valour^  &c.  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Cu- 


Vot.  IX. 


.^ 
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May  carry  th rough. itfelf  to  that  full  ifluc  . 
For  which  I  raz'd  my  likenefs.— Now,  baniihM  Kent, 
It  thou  can'rt  Terve  where  thou  daft  ftand  condemn'd, 
(So  may  it  come  I")  thy  mafter,  whom  thou  lov'ft, 
Shall  find  thee  full  of  labours. 


Horns  zvithht.    Enter  Lear^  Knight s^  and  Attendants. 

Lear.  Let  me  not  (lay  a  jot  for  dinner  ;  go,  get  it 
ready. 
How  now,  what  art  thou  ? 

Kent.  A  man,  fir. 

Lear.  What  doft  thou  profefs  ?  What  would'ft  thou 
with  us? 

Kent,  i  do  profefs  to  be  no  Jefs  than  I  feem ;  to 
ferve  him  truly,  that  will  put  me  in  truft  *,  to  lovfc 
him  that  is  honeft ;  to  converfe  with  ^  him  that  is 

'.  •  ■    "  f  . :  ... 

I      • 

Again f  in-  a  book  entitled,  A  Green  Forefi,' or  A  Natural  Hljlory, 
&c.  by  John  Maplet,  1567  ;  "  In  this  flone  is  apparently  feene 
verre'  often  the  verie  forme  of  a  tode,  with  befpot ted  and  co- 
loured feete,  but  thofe  uglye  and  dcfufidlyj'  ■■  ■  To  dlfuji 
fpeech  may,  however,  mean  to J^eak  hroad^  with  a  elownifli  accent, 

-« The  two  eldeft  quartos  concur  with  the  folio,  except  that 

they  read  wW7  i nftead  of  wiV/.     S  tee  v  e n  s . 

.2)/^}^/rt/ certainly  meant,  in  our  author^s  time,  wild,,  irregular,^ 
heterogeneous.     So,  in  Gvcch^s  Fan^voell  io  FoilJe^   1617:. 

*'  I  have  fecn  a*rt  EngUfli  gentleman  fo  ikfufcd  in  his  fuits,.  his 
doublet  being  for  the  weare  ojt  Caftile,  his  hofe  for  Venice,  his 
hat  for  France,  his  cloak  for  Germany,  that  hec  feemed  no  way 
to  be  an  Englifliman  but  by  the  face."     MiVto^iE. 

*  I  '■  Jmn  that  is  tuZ/C,  and  fajrs  little;  ■  ]  Though  faying 
little  may.  be  the  charader  of  wifdom^  it  was  not  a  quality  to 
chiife  a  companion  by  for  his  converfation.  We  Jhould  read,— 
to  fay  little  ;  which  was  prudent  when  he  cliofe  a  wife  companion 
to  ptbfit  by.  So  that  it  was  as  much  as  to  fay,  I  profefs  to  talk 
little  myfelf,  that  I  may 'profit  the  more  by  the  converfation  of 
the  wife.     Warburton. 

To  converfe  fignifies  immediately  and  properly  to  keep  companj^ 
not  to  difcourfe  or  talk.  His  meaning  is,  that  he  chufes  for  bis 
companions  men  of  refcrve  aiid  caution  ;  men  who  are  no  tattlers 
'  nor  tale-bearers.     The  old  reading  is  the  true,    JoHNspy. 

We  ftill  fay  in  the  fame  fenfe— -he  had  criminal  co?rjerfatis% 
with  her— ^meaning  commerce.    M.\lon£« 

wife, 
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^ife,  arid  fays  little;  to  fe^r  judgment;  to  fighr^ 
when  I  canpot  choofe  ;  ^  and  to  eat  ho  fifii, 

Leur.  What  art  thou  ? 

Kent.  A  very  honeli-hearted  fellow,  andaspqoras 
the  king; 

Lear.  If  thou  be  as  poor  for  a  fubjedt,  as  he  is 
for  a  king,  thou  art  poor  enough.  What  would'fl: 
thou? 

Kent.  Service; 

Lear.  Whom  wduld^ft  thbii  ferve  ? 

Kent.  Yod. 

Lear.  Doil-thou  Ijnow  me,  fellow  ? 

Kent.  No,  fir-;  but  you  have  that  in  your  coun- 
tenancef  which  I  Vv^ould  fain«call  mafter* 

LedK  What's  that  ?. 

» 

Kent^  Authority. 

Lear*  What  fervices  can^tt  thou  do  ? 

Keyit*  I  can  keep  honeft  counfel,  ride,  run,  mar  a 
turious  tale  in  telling  it^  and  deliver  a  plain  melEige 
bluntly  z  that  which  ordinary  men  are  fit  for,  I  am 
qualify'din  \  and  the  beft  of  me  is  diligence. 

Lear^  How  old  art  thou  ? 

tCen^.  Not  fo  young*  fir,  td.l<3ve  a  woman  for  fing- 


.  7  ..  .  ,  and  to  eat  no  JIJJj.']  In  queen  Elizabeth '$  time  the 
tapifti  were  cftcemedj  and  with  good  rcafon,  enemies  to  the  gq* 
vernment.  Hence  the  proverbial  j)hrale  of,  He*s  an  honeft  man^ 
and  eats  nojijh ;  to  (ignify  he*s  a  friend  to  the  governmeiit  and  a 
Prote{bnt.  The  eating  fifh,  on  a  religious  account,  being  then 
efteemed  fuch  a  badge  of  popery,  that  when  it  was  enioia'd  fof 
a  feafon  by  ad  of  parliament,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fifli- 
towns,  it  Was  thought  neceflary  to  declare  the  reafon ;  hence  \t 
\vas  called  *  Cecirs  fafi:  To  this  difgraceful  badge  of  popery 
Fletcher  alludes  in  his  Woman-hattry  tvhp  makes  the  courtezan 
fey,  when.  Lazarillo,  in  fearch  of  the  Umbrano's  head,  was 
feized  at  her  houfe  by  the  intelligencers  for  a  tray  tor :  "  Genr 
tiemen,  I  am  glad  you  have  difcovered  him.  He  ftiould  not  have 
eaten  under  my  roof  for  twenty  ppuods.  And  fure  I  did  not 
like  him,  when  he  called  for  fijh.''^  »  And  Marfton's  Dutch  Cour* 
te%an:  **  I  truft  I  am  none  of  thft  wicked  that  taifijh  a  fry  day !% 

War  BUR  TON.    / 

C  c  i  ingS 
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ing ;  nor  fo  old,  to  dote  on  her  for  anything:  I 
have  years  on  my  bacl^  forty-eight. 

Lear.  Followme ;  thou  ihalt  ferve  me  ;  if  I  like 
thee  no  worfe  after  dinner,  I  will  not  part  from  thee 
yet, — Dinner,  ho,  dinner! — Where's  my  knave  ?  my 
fool  ?  Go  you,  arid  call  my  fool  hither : 

Enter  Stewards 

You,  you,  firrah,  where's  my  daughter  ? 

Stew.  So  iji^eafe  you, [Exit. 

Lear.  What  fays  the  fellow  there  i  Call  the  clot- 
pole  back. — Where's  my  fool,  ho  ? 1  think  the 

world's  afleep. — How  npw  ?  whereas  that  mungrel  ? 
Knight.  He  fays,  my  lord,  your  daughter  is  not  well 
Lear.  Why  came  not  the  flave  back  to  me,  when  I 
call'd  him  ?  . 

Knight.  Sir,  he  anfwer'd  me  in  the  roundeft  man- 
ner, he  would  not. 
Lear.  He  would  not ! 

Knight.  My  lord,  I  know  not  what  the  matter  is ; 
but,  to  my  judgment,  your  highnefs  is  not  entertain'd 
with  that  ceremonious  affeftion  as  you  were  wont; 
there's  a  great  abatement  of  kindnefs  appears,  as 
well  in  the  general  dependants,  as  in  the  dukehim- 
felf  alfo,  and  your  daughter. 
Lear.  Ha  !  fay'ft  thou  fo  ? 
.    Knight. .  I  befeech  you,  pardon  me,  my  lord,  if  I ' 
be  miftaken  ;  for  my  duty  cannot  be  filent,  when  I 
think  your  highnefs  is  wrong'd. 

Lear.  Thou  but  remember'ft  me  of  mine  own  con- 
ception :  I  have  perceived  a  moft  faint  negled  of 
late  ;  which  I  have  rather  blamed  as  mine  own  jealous 
curiofity,  thin  as  a  very  pretence  ^  and  purpofe  of 

*         "  a  very  pretence]  Pretence  in  Shakefpeare  generally  fig- 

;iIfiesy<?/^«.     So,  in  a  foregoing  fcene  in  this  play  :  *'  tQ 

no    other  pretence  of  danger."     Again,  in  HolinJ/eJ,    p,  6^^: 
*'  the /r^/^«/^^  evill  purpofe  of  the  queene."    Steevens. 

unkind- 
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unkind  nefs  :  I  will  look  further  into't.*--But  where's 
my  fool  ?  I  have  not  feen  him  thefe  two  days. 

Knight.  Since  my  young  lady's  going  into  France, 
fir,  the  fool  hath  much  pin'd  away, 

Lear.  No  more  of  that ;  I  have  noted  it  well.— • 
Go  you,  and  tell  my  daughter  I  would  fpeak  with 
her. — Go  you,  call  hither  my  fool.— 

Re-enter  Steward. 

O,  you  fir,  you  fir,  come  you  hither ;  Who  am  I, 
fir? 

Stew.  My  lady's  father. 

Lear.  My  lady's  father  !  my  lord's  knave  :  you 
whorefon  dog !  you  flave !  you  cur ! 

Stew*  I  am  none  of  thefe,  my  lord ;  I  befeech  you, 
pardon  me. 

Lear.  Do  you  bandy  looks  ^  with  me,  you  rafcal  ? 

[^Striking  him. 

Stew,  ril  not  be  ftruck,  my  lord. . 

Kent.  Nor  tript  neither ;  you  bafe  foot-ball  player. 

[Tripping  up  his  heels. 

Lear.  I  thank  thee,  fellow ;  thou  ferv'ft  me,  and 
ril  love  thee. 

Kent.  Come,  fir,  arife,  away ;  I'll  teach  you  dif- 
ferences ;  away,  away  :  If  you  will  meafure  ypur 
lubber's  length  again,  tarry  :  but  away :  go  to ; 
Have  you  wifdom  ?  fo.  [Pujhes  the  Steward  out. 

»  Lear.  Now,  my  friendly  knave,  I  thank  thee  2 
there's  earned  of  thy  fervice.         [Giving  Kent  money. 


■bandy  looks         ]  A  metaphor  from  Ttnnis: 


)9 


*>  Come  in,  take  this  hanJy  with  the  racket  of  patience.^ 

Decker'^  Satiroviaftix* 
Agftin  :  **  —buckle  with  them  hand  to  hand, 

^^  And  harn^  blows  as  thick  as  haililones  fall/' 

Wily  Beguiled. 
Steeyens* 


C  c  (?  Enter 
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M^ter  FqoU 

FooL  Let  me  hire  him  too ; — Here's  my  coxcomb. 

[Giving  Kent  his  cap, 

Lear.  How  now,  my  pretty  knave  ?  ho^w  doft 
thou? 

Fool  Sirrah,  you  were  beft  take  my  coxcomb. 

Kent.  Why,  fool '  ?    ^ 

FooL  Why  ?  For  taking  one's  part  that  is  out  of 
favour  :  Nay,  an  thou  can'ft  notfmile  as  the  wind  fits, 
thouMt  catch  cold  Ihortly  :  There,  *  take  my  cox- 
comb :  Why,  this  fellow  has  banifh'd  two  of  his 
daughters,  and  did  the  third  a  bleffing  againft  his 
will;  if  thou  follow  him,  thou  rtiuft  needs  wear 
my  coxcomb: — How  now,  nuncle  ?  *Would  I  had  * 
two  coxcombs,  and  two  daughters ! 

Lear.  Why,  my  boy  ? 

Fool  If  I  gave  them  all  my  living,  Fd  keep  my 
coxcombs  myfelf :  There*sf  niine;  beg  aftother  of 
thy  daughters. 

Lear.  Take  heed,  firrah ;  the  whip. 

Fool.  Truth's  a  dog  that  muft  to  kennel  \  he  muft 

•  J'Vljy  fool  ?]  The  folio  read? — "johy^  my  hoy  f  and  gives  this 
queftion  to  Lear.    Steevens. 

*  take  my  cox^coTnh.'-^i^'\  Meaninor  his  cap,  called  fo,  be- 

paufe  on  the  top  of  the  fool  or  jefter's  cap  vvj^s  fevved  a  piece  of 
red  cloth,  refcmbling  the. comb  of  a  cock.  The  word,  aftetr 
*^'ards,  was  ufed  to  denote  a  vain,  conceited',  meddling  fellow. 

War  BURTON. 

See  Fig.  XII.  m  the  plate  at  the  end  of  the  firft  part  of  King 
Henry  IV.  with  Mr.  Toltet's^cxplftnation,  who  ^has  fince^ddcdi 
^hat  Minfliew,  in  hisi>/<ff/tf«tfr>r,  iGiy.  fays,  "  Natural  ideots  and 
fools,  have,  and  {till  do  accuuome  themfelves  to  weare  in  their 
cappes  cockes  feathers,  or  a  hat  ivit/j  a  necie  and  head  cf  4i  ccdt 
gn  the  top^  and  a  bell  thereon^  &c."    Steevens. 

3  .»    ■  ■■/'LUtf  coxcombs^ ]    Two  fodls  caps,    intended,  as  it 

ibems,  to  mark  double  foll)r  in  the  man  that  gives  all  to  tu$ 
(iaughtprs.    JqiiMSON^  .  .        ^ 

Is 


' 
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be  whipp'd  out,  when  the  *  lady  brach  may  ftand  by 
the  fire  and  (link. 

Ledr.  A  peftilent  gall  to  me ! 

Fool.  Sirrah,  Til  teach  thee  a  fpecch-       [To  Kent.^ 

Lear.  Do. 

Fool.  Mark  it,  nuncle :— — 

Have  more  than  thou  Ihowefl, 
iSpeak  lefs  than  thou  knoweft, 

*  Lend  lefs.  than  thou  oweft. 
Ride  more  than  thou  goeft, 

*  Learn  more  than  thou  troweft. 
Set  lefs  than  thou  throweft  ;    . 
Leave  thy  drink  and  thy  whore. 
And  keep  in-a-door. 

And  thou  ftialt  have  more 
Than  two  tens  to  a  fcore. 

Kent*  This  is  nothing,  fool  *. 

.  *       *    -It. 

♦  ^^^^lady  hrach' ]  Brach  is  a  bitch  of  the  hunting  kind. 

^^  Nos  quidem  hodic  hruch  dicimus  de  cane  fbeminea,  quse  lepo* 

rem  ex  odorc  perfequitur.    Spelm.  GloiT.  in  voce  BraccoJ* 

Dr.  Letherland,  on  the  'margin  of  Dr.  Warburtoa's  edition,  pro- 
laoS&di  lady* s  brach y  'u^.  favoured  animal.     The  third  quarto  has 
'  a  much  more  unmannerly  reading,  which  I  would  not  wifh  to 
eilabliih  :  but  all  the  other  editions  concur  in  reading  lady  brach  * ' 
Loify  is'fiitl  a  common  name  for  a  hound.    So  Hotfpur : 

**  I  had  rather  hear  lady^  iivy  brach ^  howl  in  Irifli/* 
,  Agsun,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Poem  to  a  Friend^  &c. 
**  Do  all  the  tricks  of  a  fait  lady  bitch.** 
In  tke  old  black  letter  Booke  of  Huntyngy  &c,  no  date,  the  lift 
of  dogs  concludes  thus :  **  ——and  fmall  ladi  poples  that  here 
awai  the  fleas  and  divers  fmall  feutes."    We  might  read — **  when 
lady  \\Mt  br(uh^  Uc**'   Steevens. 

^  Lend  lefi  than  thou  9^€ft^'\  That  is^  do  not  Und  all  that  thou 
haft.     To  owe^  in  old  Engliih,  is  topojfefe.    If  ^tw  be.  taken  for 
•  to  be  in  deht^  the  more  prudent  precept  would  be : 
Lend  mere  th»i  thou  oweft^     Johnson. 

*  Learn  more  than  thou  troweft,]  To  /r^iw,  is  an  old  word 
which  fignifies  to  believe.    The  precept  is  admirable* 

Warburton. 
^  fits  ii  notbingj  fool.1  The  quartos  give  this  fpeech  to  L^ar^ 

Steevens. 

C  c  jf     *  FqoU 
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Fool.  Then  it  is  like  the  breath  of  an  unfee'^ 
lawyer ;  you  gave  me  nothing  for't : — Can  you  make 
no  ufe  of  nothing,  nuncle  ? 

Lear.  Why,  no,  boy ;  nothing  can  be  made  out 
of  nothing. 

Fool.  Pr*ythee,  tell  him,  fo  much  the  rent  of  his 
land  comes  to  ;  he  will  not  believe  a  fool.    [To  Kent. 

Lear.  A  bitter  fool ! 
'     Fool.  Doft  thou  know  the  difference,  niy  boy,  bcr 
tween  a  bitter  fool  and  a  fweet  fool  ? 

Lear.  '  No,  lad,  teach  me. 

fool.     That  lord,  that  counfel'd  thee 

To  give  away  thy  land. 
Come  place  him  here  by  me,— 7 

Or  do  thou  for  him  ftand :  ' 
The  fweet  and  bitter  foo} 

Will  prefently  appear  ; 
The  one  in  motley  here. 

The  other  found  out  there. 

Lear.  Doft  thou  call  me  fool,  boy  ? 

Fool.  All  thy  other  titles  thou  haft  given  away; 
that  thou  waft  born  with, 

Kent.  This  is  not  ialtogether  fool,  my  lord. 

Fool.  No,  Yaith,  lords  and  great  men  will  not  let 
me ;  9  if  I  had  a  monopoly  out,  they  would  have 

'  •     /part 

■  JVtf ,  /tf//— ]  This  dialogue,  from  No^  laJ,  teachme^  down  to^  Give 
me  an  eggy  VfSiS  reflored  from  the  firfl  edition  by  Mr.. Theobald.  It 
IS  omitted  in  the  folio,  perhaps  for  political  reafons,  as  it'fecmcd 
to  cenfure  monopolies.    Johnson.  -  - 

5  —  (/*  I  had  a  monopoly  out^  they  ivould  have  a  part  onU  :'^'\ 
A  fatire  on  the  grofs  abules  of  monopolies  at  that  time  ;  and  the 
torruption  and  avarice  of  the  courtiers,   who  commonly  went 
Ihares  with  the  patentee.     Warburton, 
♦The  modern  editors,  without  authority,  read — 
a  monopoly  <?«*/,— 

Monopolies  were  in  Shakefpcare's  time  the  common  objefts  of 
||,tire*    So^  in  Decker's  Mqtcb  me  (»  London^  163 1  : 

''  '  u  -.Give 
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part  on't :  and  ladies  too,  ihey  will  not  let  me  have 

«li  fool  to  myfdf ;  they'll  be  fnatching, Give  me 

an  egg,  nuncle,  and  Til  give  thee  two  crowns. 

Lear^  What  two  crowns  lliall  they  be  ? 

FooL  Why,  after  I  have  cut  the  egg  i'  the  middle, 
and  eat  up  the  meat,  the  two  crowns  of  the  eggi 
When  thou  cloveft  thy  crown  i'  the  middle,  and 
gaveft  away  both  parts,  thou  boreft  thine  afs  on  thy 
back  over  the  dirt ;  Thou  had'ft  little  wit  in  thy  bald 
crown,  when  thou  gaveft  thy  golden  one  away,  if 
I  fpeak  like  myfelf  in  this,  let  him  be  whipp'd  that 
firft  finds  it  fo. 

'•  Fools  ne^er  had '  lefs  grace  in  a  year ;      [Singing. 

For  wife  men  are  grown  foppijh ;     - 
And  know  not  how  their  wits  to  wear^    • 

Their  manners  are  fo  a^ifh. 

Lear.  When  were  you  wont  to  be  fo  full  of  fongs, 
^rrah  ? 

FooL  I  have  ufed  it,  nuncle,  ever  fince  thou  mad'ft 
thy  daughters  thy  mothers  :  for  when  thou  gaveft 
jhem  the  rod,  and  put'ft  down  thine  own  breeches, 

**  — Give  him  a  court  loaf,  ftop  his  mouth  with  a  monopoly.^* 
Again,  in  Ram' Alky y  or  Merry  Tricks ^  i6ii  : 

*'  A  knight,  and  never  heard  of  fmock-fees  !  I  would  I  had 
a  monopoly  oi  them,  fo  there  was  no  impoi.  fet  on  thei)i." 
Again,  in  the  Birth  of  Merlhiy  1662  : 

*'  ■  So  foul  a  monfler  would  be  a  fair  monopoly  worth  the 
pegging. 

In  the  books  of  the  Stationers'  Company,  I  meet  with  the  fol- 
lowing entr)-.  *'  John  Charlewoode,  06t.  1587:  lycen fed  unto 
him  by  the  whole  confent  of  the  afliftants,  the  onlye  ymprynting 
of  all  manner  of  billes  for  plaiers."  Again,  Nov.  6,  1615.  The 
liberty  of  printing  all  billes  for  fencing  was  granted  to  Mr.  Pur- 
foot.    Steevens- 

***  Fofils  ne'er  had  lefs^racc  in  ayear,"}  There  never  was  a  timci 
when  fools  were  lefs  in  favour ;  and  the  rcafon  is,  that  they 
were  never  fo  little  wanted,  for  wife  men  now  fupply  their  pjace. 
Such  I  think  is  the  meaning.     The  old  edition  has  vjit  for  grace*. 

Johnson. 

"  ^.^lefs grace — ]  So  the  folio.    Both  the  quartos  read— ^ 

Icfi  1V:t,      St£EV£NS, 

Then 
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Thentbiy  for  fudden  joy Jld  weep  ^y         [SingiDg, 

,And.Iforforro^^fungy 
TChatfuch  a  kingjhould  play  bo-peep^ 
4ndgo  the  fools  among. 

;  Pr'ythee,  nuncle,  keep  a  fchool-maftcr  that  can  teach 
^  thy  fool  to  lie ;  I  would  fain  learn  to  lie. 

Lear.  If  you  He,  firrah,  we'll  have  you  whipt. 
Fool.  I  marvel,  what  kin  thou  and  thy  daughters 
are :  they'll  have  me  whlpt  for  fpcaking  true,  tboult 
have  me  whipt  for  lying ;  and,  fometimes,  I  am  whipt 
for  holding  my  peace,  .  I  had  rather  be  any  kind  of 
^thing,  than  a  fool  :  and  yet  I  would  not  be  thee, 
nuncle ;  thou  haft  pared  thy  wito'both  fides,  and  left 
nothing  in  the  middle  :  Herecomes  one  o*  the  parings. 

Enter  Goneril. 

Lear.  .How  now,   daughter  ?    what  makes  *  that 
frontlet  on  ? 
>Iethinks,  you  are  too  much  of  late  i'  the  frown. 

*  Then  they  for fudden  joy  Jid  weepy  &c.]  So,  in^  the  Rape  */ 
X«fr^<^<?,  byHeywood,  i6jo: 

*<  When  Tarquin  firft  in  court  began, 

*'  And  was  approved  king, 
*^  So  YCitVi  for  fudden  joy  did  iveepy 
*^  But  Iforforro^ojjing.** 
I  cannot  afcertain  in  what  year  T.  Heywood  firft  publiflied  thii 
play,  ^5.  the  copy  in  1630,  which  I  have  ufed,  was  i\\t  fourth 
imprefSon.    Steevens, 

3  that  frontlet ]  Lear  alludes  to  the  frontlet^    which 

was  anciently  part  of  a  woman's  drefs.    So,  in  the  play  called 

thtFoureP\  1569: 

**  Forfooth  women  have  many  lets, 
*'  And  they  be  mafked  in  many  nets  : 
*'  As  frontlets^  fillets,  partlets,  and  bracelets : 
*«  And  then  their  bonets  and  their  ppinets.** 
Again,  in  Lyllv'sJW/W^j,  1592:        .     '      .      . 

*6  Hoods,  frontlets^  wires,  cauls,  curhng-irons,  pernwigf, 

bodkins,  fillets,  hair-laces,  ribbons,  roles,  knotftrings,  glaffes,  &c, 

•  "  Steevpns. 

M 
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Fool.  Thou  waft  a.  pretty  fellow,  when  thou  had* ft 
no  need  to  care  for  her  fi:awning ;  now  thou  art  an  O 
without  a  figure  :■  I  am  better  than  thou  art  now ;  I 
2m  a  fool,  thou  art  nothing. — Yes,^  forfoothy  I  will 
hold  my  tongue;  [To  Goneril]  fo  your  face  bids  me, 
though  you  fay  nothing.  '  Mum,  .mum. 

He  that  keeps  nor  cruft  nor  crym,   . 
Weary  of  all,  Ihall  want  foqie.— 

*  That's  a  Iheal'd  peafcod.  [Pointing  to  Lear^ 

Gon.  Not  only,  fir,  this  your  aU-licens*d  fool. 
But  other  of  your  infolent  retinue 
Do  hourly  carp  and  quarrel ;  breaking  forth 
In  rank  and  not-to-be-endured  riots.     Sir, 
I  had  thought,  by  making  this  well  known- unto^you. 
To  have  found  a  fafc  redrefs  ;  but  now  grow  fearful. 
By  what  yourfelf  too  late  have  fpoke  and  done. 
That  you  prote<ft  this  courfe,  and  *  put  it  on 
By  your  allowance ;  which  if  you  Ihould,  the  fault 
Would  not  Tcape  cenfure-j  nor  the  rcdr^flealleep; 
Which,  in  the  tender  of  a  wholefome  weal. 
Might  in  their  working  do  you  that  offence. 
Which  elfe  were  fliame,  that  then  neceffity 
Will  call  difcreet  proceeding. 

Fooh  For  you  trow,  nuncle. 

The  hedge-fparrow  fed  the  cuckoo  fo  long. 

That  it  had  its  head  bit  oflf  by  its  young. 

« 

•  ^'ThQ^saJheaP'Jpeafcodi,']  i.*.  Now«i  merebuik)  which  con* 

tains  nothing.     The  ocrtfide  of  a  king  remains,  but  all  the  ia« 
trinfic  parts  of  royalty  are  gone :  he  has  nothing  to  give. 

Johnson. 

Tha^s  aJbtaVdpettfcdd^  The  robing  of.  Richard  lid's  cfEgy  in 

Weftminfter-abbey  is  Wfoughtwith^^<»J[f  epen^'sxA  the  feas  out ; 

perhaps  in  allufion  to  his  being  once  in  full  pofleflion  of  fovereignty, 

but  foon reduced  to  an  empty  title.    See  Camden-^s  Remains^  > 674» 

p.  453,   edit,  16579   p.  340.      TOLLET. 

'  i  ^m^put  it  on]  i.  e.  promote,  pufh  it  forward.   So,  m  Macietb: 
**  the  powers 

•    f *  'fut  on  their  inftrumcnti.".— -*    Stjeevens. 

So, 
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« 

So,  out  went  the  candle,  and  we  ^  were  left  dark- 
ling. 
Lear.  Are  you  our  daughter  ? 
Gon.  Come,  fir, 
I  would,  you  would  make  ufe  of  that  good  wifdom 
Whereof  I  know  you  are  fraught ;  and  put  away 
Thefe  difpofitions,  which  of  late  transform  you^ 
From  what  you  rightly  are. 

Fool.  May  not  an  afs  know  ^vhen  the  cart  draws 
the  horfe  ? — ^  Whoop,  Jug !  I  love  thee. 

Lear.  Does  any  here  know  me  ?-^Why  this  is  npt 
Lear  ^ : 
Does  Lear  walk  thus  ?  fpeak  thus  ?--r-Where  are  his 

eyes  ? 
Either  his  notion  weakens,  or  his  difcernings 
Are  lethargy'd — Ha !  waking  ? — *Tis  not  fo  '. — 
Who  is  it  that  can  tell  me  who  I  am  ?»— Leart 
ihadow  *  ? 


6  wgrg  left  darkling.]    This  word  is  ufcd  by  Milton^ 

Paradife  Lofty  book  i : 

'■■"■  as  the  wakeful  bird 

Sings  darkling.^ -^ :-     Steevens. 

^  transform  yoM,'}  Thus  the  quartos.     The  folio  reads— 

tranjport  you.     Steevens. 

8  pf^joopj  Jugy  &c.]  There  are  in  the  fool's  fpeeches 

feveral  pailages  which  feem  to  be  proverbial  allufions,  perhaps 
not  now  to  be  underftood.    Johnson. 

WJjoopy  Jug^  I  love  thee."]  This,  as  I  am  informed,  is  a 
quotation  from  the  burthen  of  an  old  fong.     Steevens. 

*  ■  this  is  not  Lear:']  This  palTage  appears  to  have  been 
imitated  by  Ben  Jonfon  in  his  Sad  Shepherd: 

**  this  is  not  Marian  ! 

**  Nor  am  I  Robin  Hood  !  I  pray  you  afk  her  ! 
**  Alk  her,  good  ftiepherds  !  alk  her  all  for  me  : 
**  Or  rather  aik  yourfelves,  if  (he  be  (he ; 
**  Or  I  be  J."     Steevens. 
' — Ha!  waking  f  -^^Tis  notfo,]    Thus  the  folio.   The  quartos 
read : 

■       Jleeping  or  waking ;  ha  !  fure  'tis  not  fo.     Steevrns. 

*  '■^Ltar^iJljado'Vj  ?]  The  folio  gives  iheie  words  to  the  Fool. 

SlS££V£NS. 

I  woul4 
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I  woiild  learn  that ;  '  for  by  the  marks 

Of  fov^reignty,  of  knowledge,  and  of  rea.fon, 

Ilhould 


-for  hy  the  ntarh 


Of  fov'reignty^  of  kno^\}kdge^  and  of  reafon\ 
His  daughters  prove  fo  unnatural,  that,  if  he  were  only  to  judge 
by  the  reafon  of  things,   he  muft  conclude, '  they  cannot  be  his'  • 
daughters.     This  is  xht  though^.     But  how  does  his  fi^inglhip  or 
f6vereignty  enable  him  tg  judge  of  this  matter?  The  line,  by  be- 
ing falfe  pointed,  has  loft  Its  fenfe.     We  (liould  read, 

Of  fovereignty  of  knowFedge,  — —  ' 

i.  e.  the  underihnding*  .  He  Calls  it^  by  an  ^equally  fine  phrafe,' 
in  Hamkt^ — Sovereignty  of  reafon.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
editors  had  depraved  it  there  too.  See  note,  a6i:  i.  Tcene  7,  of  that 
play.    War  BUR  TON.   .  '  '  '         ' 

The  contcfted  palTagc  is  wanting^  in  the  folio.  Ste evens. 
The  difficulty,  which  mufl  occur  to  every  reader,  is,  to  con- 
ceive hovf  tht  marks  of  fonweignty^  of  knowUdge^  and  of  reafon^ 
fliould  be  of  anv  ufe  to  perfuade  Lear  that  he  had^  or  had  not, 
daughters.  No  logic,  I  apprehend,  could,  draw  fuch  a  con- 
clufion  from  fuch  premjfes.  This  difficulty,- however,  may  be 
entirely  removed,  by  only  pointing  the  paflage  thus : 

■■  for  by  the  marks 

OffovVeignty,  of  knowledge,,  and  of  reafon, 
I  fhould  be  falfe  perfuaded — I  had  daughters. — 
Your  name,  fair  gentlewoman  ? 
The  chain  .of  Lear's  fpeech  being  thus  untangled,  we  can  clearly 
trace  the  fucceflion  and  connection  of  his  ideas.     The  undutiful 
behaviour  of  his  daughter  fo  difconcerts  him,  that  he  doubts,  by 
turns,  whether  (he  is  Goneril,  and  whether  he  himfelf  is  Lear. 
Upon  her  firft  fpeech,  he  only  exclaims, 

Are  you  our  daughter  ? 

Upon  her  going  on  in  the  fame  ftyle,  he  begins  to  qucflion  his 
own  fanity  of  mind,  and  even  his  perfonai  identity.  He  appeal* 
to  the  by-ftanders, 

Who  is  it  that  can  tell  me  who  I  am  ? 

-  I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  toldr-  For  (if  I  was  to  judge  myfelf )  hy 
the  marks  qf  fovereignty  y  of  knov^ledge^  and  of  reafon^  which  once 
diftinguiftied  Lear,  (but  which  I  have  now  loft)  I  Jhould  he  falfe 
(againft  my  own  cohfcioufnefs)  /i?;y}/tf^(?ij/  (that  I  am  not  Lear). 
He  then  Aides  to  the  examination  of  another  diftinguifliing  mark 
of  Lear : 

I  had  daughters. 
15ut  not  able,  as  it  ftiould  feem,  to  dwell  upon  fo  tender  a.  fub- 
jed,  he  haftily  recurs  to  his  firft  doubt  concerning  Goneril,— 
Your  name,  fair  gentlewoman.     Tyrwhitt. 

This 
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I  fhould  be  falfep^rfuaded-I  h^d  daugbcers  ^. 
Your  name,  'fair  gentlewoman  ? 
Gon*  Come,  fir ;  ,      ' 

'  This  admiration  is  much  o''the  favour 
Of  other  yoifr  new  pranks*  .  I  do  befeech  you. 
To  underftand  my  purpofes  aright  i 

'  As'  you  are  old  and  reverend,  you»fliould  be  wife  i 
fiere  do  you  keep  a  hundred- knights  and  fquires } 
Menfo  diforder'd,  fo  debauched,  and  bold. 
That  this  our  court,  infe<3:ed  with  their  manners,- 
Shews  Hke  a  riotous  inn  :  epieuriiin  and  luft; 
Make  it  mor.e  like  a  tavern^  or  a  brothel, 

.  Than  *  a  graced  palace.     The  .fhame  itfelf  doth  fpjeaii 
For  inftant  remedy  :  Bq  rhea  d^&'d 
By  her,  that  elfe  will  take  th^e  thing  Ihe  begs,- 
^  A  little  to  difquantity  your  train  j 

Ahi 

This  note  is  wrftten  vtrith  confidence  difprojiortionate  to. the 
conviction  which  it  can  bring.  Lear  might  as  vveH  know  by  thi 
marks  and  tolcens  arifiug  from  foverei^ty,  knowledge,  aiid  rca-' 
Ibn^  that  he  had  or  had  not  daughters,  as  he  could  know  by  any 
thing  elfe.  But,  fay^  he,  if  J  judge  by  thcfc  tokens,  I  fiiid  the 
perfuafion  falfe  by  which  1  long  thought  myfelf  the  father  of 
daughters.     Johnson. 

* — '^I  had  daughter s,-''\  Hcfe  the  quarto  interpofes  the  fol^' 
lowing  fhort  and  ulelefs  fpeech  of  the  fool : 

'*  Which,  they  wiir  make  an  obedient  fatber/* 
irhlch^  is  on  this  occafion  ufed  with  two  deviations  from  prefent 
language.     It  is  referred,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  gramnjariarisy 
to  the  pronoun  /,  and  is  employed,  according  to  a  mode  now  ob^ 
folete,  i'ot  whomy  the  a<:cu/atfvecafeofw^<7.     Stejivens. 

5  _: —  a  graced  palace, — ]  A  palace  grac'd  1>y  the  prefcncc  0! 
a  fovereign.     War  burton. 

*  ^^  little  to  difqua?itity your  train  ;3  A  little  is  the  reading;  but 
It  appears,  from  what  Leaf  fays  in  the  ne^t  fcene,  that  this  num-* 
hi^rjlfy  was  required  to  be  cut  off,  which  (as  the  editions  ftoocf) 
is  no  where  fpecificd  by  GoneriL     Pope. 

Of  fifty  to  dfqtiantlty  your  train  ;]  If  Mf.  Popfe  had  examined 
the  old  copies  as  accurately  as  he  pretended  to  have  done,  he 
would  have  found,  in  th^frjl folio y  that  Lear  had  an  exit  marked 
for  him  ^fter  thefe  words— ^  * 

To  have  a  thanklefs  child.— Away,  away, 
.and  goes  out  while  Albany  and  Goneril  have  a  fhort  conference 

of 
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And  the  remainder, '  ^  that  fliaft  ftUl  'depettd. 
To  be  fuch  men  as  may  befort  your  age. 
And  know  thcmfelvcs  and  you. 

Lear.  Darknefs  and  devils  t- 

Saddle  my  horfes ;  call  my  tt'ain  together.— 
Degenerate  b^ftard  \  •  ril  not  trouble  thee  j 
Yet  have  I  left  a  daughter,  . 

Gk.  You  ftrike  my  people  ;  and  your  difbtder'cl 
rabble 
Make  fervants  o£  their  betters. 

■ 

Enter  Mbany^ 

I^^.  Woe,   that  too  late.  r€pep{s,-—0,  fir,   are 
you  come  ?  '  * 

!s  it  your  will  ?  fpeak,  fir. — Prepare  my  horfes»-*- 

Ingratitude  !  thou  marble-heartefd  fiend. 

More  hideous,  when  thou  lhew*fl:  thee  in  a  child,.  ., 

\  Than  the  fea-monilcr  ! 

Alb.  Pray,  fir,  be  patient  ^. 

Lear.  Detefted  kite  t  thou  liefi: :  \Jto  GonerlL 

of  two  fpeecbcs  ;  and  then  returns  in  a  ftiU  greater  paffion^ 
kaving  been  informed  (as  k  Ihould  feem)  of  the  exprefs  Bumhcr, 
without*  '  • 

What  ?  fifty  of  roy  followers  at  a  clap  \ 
ThU  renders  all  change  neeidiefs;  and  tfiuay,  ^w^,  being  .re- 
ftored,  prevents  the  repetition  of  gh^  go\  my  people ;  which,  a* 
the  text  fiood  'before  this  regulations  concluded  both  that  and 
the  foregoing  fpeech.  Goner  J,  with  great  art,  is*  made  to  avoid 
raentioning  the  limited  number  ;  and  leaves  her  father  to  be  in-  ' 
foTfned  of  it  by  accident,  which  (be  knew  would  be  the  cale  as 
foon  as  he  left  her  prefence.    Steevens. 

7 ^that  Jhall  fiill  depend^']   Beptnd^  for  eontmue^  in 

feryice.    War  bur  ton. 

?  Than  the  fea-MOxfier  /J  Mr,  Upon  obferves,  that  the  fea- 
mpnfter  k  the  Hippopotamus^  the  hieroglyphical  fymbol  of  im- 
piety and  ingratitude^  Sandys,  in  his  travels,  fays — <*  that  btf 
f*  kilji^th  his  lire,  and  ravilheth  his  own  dam."     Steevens. 

»  Fray^  //*,  he  patient, 1  The  quartos  omit  this  fpeech. 

Steevens. 

:  My 
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My  train, are/men x)f.  choice,  ^fidrareft  parte. 
That  all: particutotftof  duty  kxi5>\y:;.     .,    -^  . 
And  in  the  moH  exaftrfegM^  .fuppqrE,^ 
The  woi^fliips  of  their^iame.— ^0  gioft  fmall  fault. 
How  ugly  didft  thou  in.Cofdeli^^lhew !      , 
Which,  *  like  an  engine,  ^fcrcinch'd  iny  fram^pf  na- 
ture- -     •     .^ 
From  the  fixt  place ;  drew  from  my  heart. ^11  love, 
And  added  to  the  gall.     O  Lear,  Lear,*  ly^ar  ! 
Beat  at  this  gate,  that  let  thy  folly  in,  [^i^lriktnghhiead. 
And  thy  dear  judgment  out ! — Go,  go,  my  people. 

Alb.  My  lord,  I  am  guiltlefs,  as  I  am  ignorant 
Of  what  hath  mov*d  you  ^ 

Lear.  It  may  be  fp,  my  lord.-^-— ^-^ 
He^r,  nature!  hear ;   dear  goddefs,  hear  L 
Sufpend  thy  purpofe,  if  thou  didft  intend  „   * 
To  make  this  creature  fruitfirl ! 
Into  her  womb  C6nvey  fteiility  ;-    .    ' 
Dry  up  4n  her  the  organs  of  increafe.; 
And  *  from  her  derogate  body  never  fpring 
A  babe  to  honour  her  I  ^  If  ftc  muft  teem,    . 
Create  her  child  of  fpleen  ;  that  it  may  live. 
And  be  a  thwart  difi-\atur'd  *  torment  to  her ! 

'  *  — //yfv  an  engine, — } '  Mr.  Edwards  conjefturcs  that  by  an  en- 
gine is  meant  the  rack.    He  is  right.     To  engine  is,  in  Chaucer,  to 
^f dr/«  uppn  the  rack\  2^d  in  the  following  paffage   from  the 
0}re€  Lords  of  LonJon^  i^Q^^V  engin'c  feems  to  be  uftd  for  the  fame 
ihllrument  of  torture.  _  *         '    . 

"  From  Spain  theV  come  with  engine  andjntent 
*'  To  flay,  fubdue,  to  triumph,  and  t0mhT^*' 
Again,  in  the  T^lght-Walhr^  by  B.  and  Tletcher :  t* 

"  Ther  fouls  fliot  through  with  adders,  torn  dh  ^«^/wJ.** 
^  .  ,  Steevens.  ' 

3  Of  ^^hat  hath  ?non;' d  ^ctu\  Ovci\\^td,\vi  the  quartos. 

Steevens. 

■    *  .mt-^from  her  derogate  lody  ]  Derogate  for  unnaturah 

'  War  BURTON.  ' 

-1R.:uher,  I  think,  degraded  \  hlafted.     Johnson. 

5  difrtatur'd']  D//«^/«rV  is  wanting  natural  affe6lion.   So, 

Daniel  in  Hymen  s  Triumph^   i^2^3  : 

"  I  am  not  fo  di/haturedsL  man."    Steevens. 


KING      I,.E    A]  R.        40X 

Let  it  flao^p  wrinkles  in  her  ^raw  of  jfoutii ;  . 

With  ^  ca^i^Qt  ^ars  fret  clWnneU  in  her  cheel^s ;  r    * 

Turn  all  he?  afiother's  pain^,  and  heuefits, 

To  laughter  and  contempt ;  that ihe  ms^y. feel .:\. 

How  fliarp^r  than  a  ferpent's  too^h  it  is     ^ 

To  hav«.  a  thiHikkfs  child !— ?»Away,  pway  j     [^Exiim 

M.  Nawi  gods^  that  we  ad9re9  whereof  c^mea 
thisi  ? 

Gm^  Never  afflid:  yourfelf  to  know  the  caufe  ; 
But  let  his  ^ifpofition  have  that  fcope  . 
That  dotage  gives  it. 

Re*enter  Le4t. 

*         » 

LiWTk  Wh^t,  fifty  of  my  followers,  at  a  clap  J 
Within  a  fortnight ! 

M^  What's  the  matter,  fir  ? 

Lear.  V\\  tell  thee ; — Life  and  death !  I  am  afliamU 
That  thou  hj(ft  power  to  fbake  my  manhood  thus : 

{jTo  Goneril. 
'  That  thefe  hot  tears,  which  br.eak  from  me  perforce. 
Should  make  thee  worth  them.-r-Blafts  and  fogs 

upon  thee ! 
'  The  untented  woundings  of  a  father's  curfe 
Pierce  every  fenfe  about  thee ! — Old  fond  eyes, 

«  ca^ent  tearS'^-^]  i.e.  Falling  tears.     Dr.WarburtOQ 

Would  read  camknu    Steevens.  r      ' 

^  I  will  traDfcribe  this  palTage  from  the  firfi  edition,  that  it 
may  appear  t9  ttaife  who  are  unacquainted  wijth  old  boolffi,  'what 
18  the  diiHculqr  of  revifion,  and  what  indulgence  is  due  to  thole 
that  endeavour  to  reftore  corrupted  pailages.— 72>tf/  thefe ht 
tears ^  that  hnake  from  fnt  perforce^  Jhould  make  the  'Worfe  hlajts  and 
fo^s  upon  the  untenekr  ixfoundings  of  4  father^ s  cttrfe,  fert^e-  et^rj- 
finfe  ajfout  tbf  old  fond  eyes^  ieweep  this  caufe  ^gain^  &c. 

JbHfJSpN. 

*  T^f  untented  woundings      ■      ]    XIntented  ^  WQunds,    mesma 
Wounds  in  their  word  flate,  not  havlne  a  tent  in  thepi'  to  digeitr 
them ;  and  may  poffibly  iignify  here  iSch  as  will  not  admit  of 
having  a  tent  put  into  them  for  that  purpofe*  Qa^  of  t)ic  quartos 
itads,  untender.    Steeyens. 

Vol.  IX*  .      D  d  J^^ 
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Beweep  this  caufe  again,  V\\  pluck  you  out ; 
And  caft  you,  with  the  waters  that  you  lofe  ^^ 
To  temper  clay.-^Ha  f  is  it  come  to  this  ? 
^  Let  itbe  fo  :— Yet  I  have  left  a  daughter^ 
Who,  I  am  fure,  is  ktnd  and  comfortable; 
When  fli'e  Ihall  hear  thts  of  thee,  with  her  naib 
She^lJ  flea  thy  wolfilh  vtfage.    Thou  ftalt  find. 
That  rU  refume  the  fliape  which  thou-  doft  think 
I  have  caft  off' for  ever ;  thou  flialt,  I  warrant  thcc; 

-    \JExeu}tt  Leavy  Kenty  and  a^tendanUt 
Gon.  Do  you  mark  that,  my  lord  > 
j/ilb.  I  cannot  be  fo  partial,  Goncril, 
To  the  great  love  Ibear  you, — - 
,   Gon.  Pray  you,  qontent. — What,  Ofwald,  ho  f 
You,  fir,  more  knave  than  fool,  after  your  maften 

iTo  the  Tool. 
FooL  Nuncje  Lear,  nuncle  Lear,  tarry,  and  take 
the  fool  with  thee. 

A  fox,  when  one  has  caught  her. 
And  fuch  a  daughter. 
Should  fure  to  the  flaughter. 
If  my  cap  would  buj^  a  halter  ; 
So  the  .fool  follows  after.  [Exit* 

V  '^^'*  Gon.  This  man  hath  had  good  counfel ; — Abu0- 

dted  knights  ! 
'Tis  politic,  and  fafe,  to  let  him  keep 
I  At  point,  a  hundred  knights.     Yes,  that  on  every 

dream, 
3Each  buz,  each  fancy,  each  GomplaiiHT,-  diflike. 


^    »        ■  ■        thafyou  !oie.]  The  quartos  read — that  you  mde, 

\  Steevens. 

*  *  Let  it  he  fo^  &c.]    The  reading  is  here  gleaned  up,  part 

from  the  firft,  and  part  from  the  fccond  editioir.' '  JoHNSoy. 
JLtljlt  hefo  is  omitted  in  the  quartos.    Steevens^ 
*  Goh.  All  from  this  ailierilk  to  the  next,  is  otaitted  m  the 

quartos,     Steevens. 

^  Ai painty]  I  believe,    means  completely  al-med,  and  conrc- 

quently  ready  at  appoinHncKt  or  coitiiiiaad  on  the  flrghtcft  notice. 

'    '  Steevens, 

He 


XJ         «.. 
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H^  may  enguard  his  dotage  with  their  powers. 
And  hold  our  lives  at  mercy*— Ofwald,  I  fay  !— 

Alb.  Well,  you  may  fear  too  far. 

Gon.  Safer  than  truft  too  far  : 
Let  me  ftill  take  away  the  harms  I  fear. 
Not  fear  ftill  to  be  taken.     I  know  his  heart :  \ 
What  he  hath  utter'd,  I  have  writ  my  iifter ; 
If  ihe  fuftain  him  and  his  hundred  knights,  « 

When  I  have  {hew*d  the  unfitnefs  *, How  noW;j 

Ofwald*? 


Enter  Steward. 

What,  have  you  writ  that  letter  to  my  .fitter  ? 

Stew.  Ay,  madam. 

Gon.  Take  you  fome  company,  and  away  to  horfe  5 
Inform  her  full  of  my  particular  fear ; 
And  thereto  add  fuch  reafon$  of  your  own. 
As  qiay  ^  compact  it  more.     Get  you  gone ; 
And  haften  your  return.    No,  no,  my  lord, 

.    \_Exit  ^Stewardl 
This  milky  gentlenefs,  and  courfe  of  yours. 
Though  I  condemn  it  not,  yet,  under  pardon. 
You  are  much-^  more  at  taik  for  want  of  wifdom. 
Than  prais'd.  for  harmful  mildnefs. 

Alh.  How  far  your  eyes  may  pierce,  I  cannot  tell ; 
Striving  to  better,  pft  we  mar  what's  well. 

4  m^Hdw  nowy  O/hvalJf}  The  quartos  read— luZ'^/  0/hv€i^J^  ho!^ 
Ofw,  Here^  Madam. 
Gon.  What  have  you  <writ  this  letter^  Vc.     Steevens. 

s       »  comfMB  it  more. ]  Uoite  one    /.tumftance  with  an* 

other,  fo  as  to  make  a  confiftent  account.    Johnson.  ' 

'  «  more  at  talk——]  It  is  a  common  phrafe-  now  with  pa- 

rents and  governeffes.  Plltakeyoutotajky  i.e.  I^iU  reptehend 
and  correal  you.  To  he  at  tajk^  therefore,  is  to  be  liable  to  repre* 
bcnjion  and  correBion.     Johnson. 

■  Both  the  quartos  inflead  of  tf^ /<f^ — rend^  alapt.  A  late  editor 
of  Xing  Ltar^  fays,  that  the  firft  quarto  reads  attq/k^d;  but  uri- 
lefs  there  be  a  third  quarto  which  I  have  never  feea  ox  heard  of, 
his  affertion  is  erroneous.    Steevews, 

D  d  2      ^  Gon. 
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Gon.  Nay,  then 

^.  Well,  well ;  the  event-  [Exeunt.. 

SCENE    V. 

i 

A  court ryard  before  the  duke  of  ALbar^^s  palace* 

Enter  Lear y,  Kent,  andFooL 

Lean.  Go  you  before  to  Glofter  with  thefe  letters: 
acquaint  my  daughter  no  further  with  any  thing  you 
know,  than  comes  from  her  demand  out  of  the  let- 
ter :  If  your  diligence  be  not  fpeedy,  I  fliall  be  ^ 
there  before  you. 

Kent..  I  will  not  fleep^.  my  lord,  'till  -I  have  deli-' 
Vered  your  letter.  {piiu. 

Fool.  If  a  itnan^s  bt^ins  were  in  his  heels,  wert 
*  not  in  danger  of  kibes  ?' 

Lear.' hy^  boy. 

Fool.  Then,  I  ,pt'ythee,.  be  wierry  ;  thy,  wit  fliall 
4»oac  go  flip-lhod,, 

Lear.  Hz 9  ha,  ha  ! 

Foot*  JShalt  fee,,  thy  other  daughter  will  ofe  thee 
kiadly  :  for  though  ihe*s  as  like  this  as  a  cra^bis  like 
an  apple,  yet  I  can  tell  what  I  can  tell, 

Lear.  Why  what  can*ft  thou  tell,  boy  ? 

Fool,  She  will  tafte  as  like  this,  as  a  crab  does  to  a^ 
crab.  Thou  can'ft  tell,  why  one's  nofe  ftands  i'  the 
middle  of  one's  face  ? 

Lear.  No.     / 

Fool.  Why,  P'^keep  one's  eyes  on  either  fide  one'j 
nofe ;  that  whaf  a  man  cannot  fmell  out,  he  may  fpy 
into. 

Lear.  '  I  did  her  wrong :— • 

ther£  hefore  you.l  He  feems  to  intend  to  go  to  hii 


I 


daughter,  but  it  appears  aften^'ards  that  he  is  gping  to  the  houft 
of  OloAer.    Johnson. 

*  /  did  her  avr^/sr^— «— ]  Jie  16  muling  on  Cordelia.    Joiinsok* 

FoqI 
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FooL  Can'ft  tell  how  an  qyfter  makes  his  Ihell  ? 

Lear.  No. 

Fool.  N^r  rBeitheri  b*|t  I  can  tell  why  a  fnaH  has 
a  houfe. 

Lear.  Why? 

Foal.  Why,  to  put  h ts  head  in  ;  not  to  give  it  away 
to  his  daughters,  and  leave  his  horns  without  a  cafe. 

Lear.  I  will  forget  my  nature. — So  kind  a  father! — 
Be  my  horfe«  ready  -? 

F(H>L  Thy  afles  are  gone  about  'em.  The  rcafon 
why  the  feveu  ftars  arc  no  more  than  feven,  is  a  pretty 
reafon. 

Lear.  Bccaufe  they  are  not  eight  ? 

Fool.  Yes^  indeed :  Thou  would'ft  make  a  good 
fooh 

Lear.  •  To  take  it  again  perforce  i— Monfter  in- 
gratitude ! 

Fool.  If  thou  wert  my  fool,  nunde^  Tdhav^  thee 
beaten  for  being  old  before  thy  time* 

Lear.  How*s  that  ? 

Fool.  Thou  Ihould'ft  not  have  been  old,  before 
thou  hadft  been  wife. 

Lear.  O,  let  me  not  be  mad,  not  mad,  fweet heaven! 
Keep  me  in  temper  ;  I  would  not  be  mad  !-«• 

r 

Enter  Gentleman. 

How  now !  Are  the  horfes  ready  ? 
Cent.  Ready,  my  lord* 
Lear.  Come,  boy. 

Fod.  She  that's  a  maid  now,  and  laughs  at  my 
departure. 
Shall  not  be  a  maid  long,    unlefs  things  be  c^t 
ihorter.  {Exeurit. 

*  To  iake  it  again  perfirce  f^'-'-^^']  He  k  meditating  on  the  re* 
fui&pck>n  of  his  royalty.    Johnson. 

He.  is  rather  meditating  on  his  daughter's  having  in  (6  violent  a 
manner  deprived  him  of  thofe  privileges  which  oefore  ihe  had 
agreed  to  grant  him.    Steevens. 

Dd3  ACT 


\ 
.  I 
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ACT    IL       S  C  E  N  E     I. 

I 

jl  cqfik  bebngin^  to  4he  earl  of  Glojer. 

Enter  Edmund,  and  Curan,  meeting. 

Edm.  Save  thee,  Curan. 

Cur.  And  you,  fir.  I  have  been  with -your  fa- 
ther ;  and  given  him  notice,  that  the  duke  of  Corn- 
wall, and  Regan  his  dutchefs,  will  be  here  with  him 
to-night. 

£^.  How  comes  that  ?        ' 

Cur.  Nay,  I  know  not :  You  have  heard  of  the 
news  abroad  ;  I  mean,  the  whifper*d  ones,  for  they 
are  yet  but '  ear-kiffing  arguments  ? 

Edm.  Not  I ;  Pray  you,  what  are  they  ?   ' 

*  Cur^  Have  you  heard,  of  no  likely  wars  toward, 
^twixt  the  dukes  of  Cornwall  and  Albany  ? 

Edm.  Not  a  word. 

Cur.  Yoi^  may  then,  in  time.    Fare  you  well,  fir. 

[Exit. 

]S,dm.  The  duke  be  here  to-riight  >  The  better!  Beft! 
This  weaves  itfelf  perforce  into  my  bufinefs ! 
My  father  hath  fet  guard  to  take  my  brother ; 
And  I  have  one  thing,  of  a  '  queazy  queflion, 

Which 

«  II    ear-hjjing  arguments.']  Subjcds  of  difcourfej  topics. 


Johnson. 

Ear^hJIing  arguments  means  th^t  they  are '  yet  in  reality  on^ 
whijper^dones*     Steevens.  * 

*  Cur.  This  and  the  following  fpeech, .  arc  .omitted  in  one  of 
the  quartos.     Steevens, 

'?   ^  ^-  queazy  quejiion^  ]  Something  of  zfifpicious^  qwfimdk^ 
and  uncertain  nature.     Thisw,  I  think,  .thft  meaning.    JqhnsoK. 
^ea  y^  I  believe,-  rather  means  delicate^  what  requires  to  be 
handled  nicely.    So,  IJen  Jopfon,  in  Sejanus : 

**  Thofe  times  are  fomewhat  gueaJy,to  be  touch'd.*?-« 
>f  Have  you  not  feeu  or  re^4  part  oJf  his  book'  ?" 
•      '      "  ••     '     -  So, 
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Which  I  muft  aft :— Briefnefs,  and  fortune,  work!  -^ 
Brother^  a  word  ^ — defcendc — Brother,  Ilayj 

EtUsr  Edgar^  •  ^ 

My  father  watches  :— O  fir,  fly  this  place  ; 
Intelligence  is  given  where  you  are  hid ; 
You  have  now  the  good  advantage  of  the  night ;— i 
Have  you  not  fpoken  'gainft  the  dyke  of.  Cornwall? 
He's  coming  hither ;  now,  i'  the  night,  ^  i'  the  hafte. 
And  Regan  with  him.;  ^  Have  you  nothing  faiid 
Upon  his  party  'gainii  the  duke  of  Albany  > 
Advife  yourfelf.  •      '^ 

E^.  I  am  fure  on't,  not  a  word. 
E£n.  I  hear  my  father  coming,— Pardon  me ':— i 
In  cunning,  I  muft  draw  my  fword  upon  you  :-— 
Draw  :  Seem  to  defend  yourfelf :  Now  quit  you  well. 
Yield : — oome  before  my  father ; — Light,  ho,  here  !-— 
Fly,  brother ; — Torches !  torches \ — So,  farewel.-— 
I  {^Exit  Edgau 

Some  blood  drawn  on  me  would  beget  opinion 
i  \Wounds  his  arm* 

j     Of  my  mor-e  fierce  endeavour :  I  have  feen  drunkards 
I     Do  more  tban  this  in  fport.— Father  i  father  J 
Stop,  flop  I  No  help  } 

So,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Ncn^j  Inn: 

*'  Notfs  of  a  ^eq/y  and  fick  firomacli,  lal>ouring 
*•  With  want  of  a  true  injur)',"— 
Again,  in  Much  Ado  ahout  Notbinz  : 

^^  Delpight  of  his  quick  wit  and  queazy  ilomach.'*- 

Steevens,  . 
*  — /*  the  hajle^l  I  fliould  fuppofe  we  ought  to  read  only  In 
iajle;  i'  the  being  repeated  accidentally  by  the  compoivtor. 

Steevens,  ' 


I 

I 

!  S 


hantejiou  nothing /aid 


Upon  his  party  gainjl  the  duke  of  Albany  f] 
The  meaning  is,  have  you  faid  nothing  upon  the  party  formed  ly 
hm  againft  the  duke  of  Albany  f     Han  mer  • 
•  I  cannot  but  think  the  line  corrupted,  and  would  read  :  i 

Againfi  his  party,  for  the  duke  of  Albany  ?    Jojinson* 

P'd  4  '  Ent^ 


•^..^j 


>     '  * '       •        "  "  "■ 

Enter  Clqfiery  and  Servant  $  with  Urchei^. 

G&.  Now,  Edmund,  whcre*s  the  villain  ? 
]^dm.  Here  flood  be  in  the  dark,  his  fharp  (word 
out, 
•  Mumbling  of  wicked  charms,  cbnjuring  Ae  Itiooiv 
To  iland  his  aufpicious  taiftrefs  :-^  .        ' 

Glo^  But  where  is  he  ?  '     * '■' 

!Edtn,  Look,  fir,  I  bleed, '  ^  '  '^  ^' ' 

Gfor  Where  is  ttie  villain,  Edmund  ? 
£iw.  Fled  this  ^ay,  fir.    When  by  no  itieaps  he    \ 

could ,  " 

G&.   Purfue  him,    ho  !— Go  after, -By  no 

means, — ^what  i 
Ednh  Perfuade  me  to  the  murder  of  your  lordfliip ; 
But  that  I  told  him,  the  revenging  gods 
"^ainft  parricides  did  all  ^  their  thujnders  bend ; 
Spoke,  with  how  manlfolc^  and  ftrong^  bond 

"The  child  was  bound  to  tHe  'father; -Sir,  in  fine, 

Seeing  how  lothly  oppofitc  I  ftood 

To  his  unhatutal  purpofe,  in  fell  motion. 

With  his  prepared  fword,  he  charges  home 

My  utiprovided  body,  lanc'd  ipirie  arm  : 

But  when  he  faw  my  beft  alarum^d  fpirics. 

Bold  in  the  quarrel's  rightj^  rous 'd  to  the  encQuntcfi 

Or  whether  *  gafted  by  the  noiffe  I  made. 

Full  fuddenly  he  fled. 

■ 

•  Mtttfihling  of  wjzckfd  charms^  voi^unng  %he  moon\  This  was  a 
proper  cirpumftance  to  urge  to  Qloflcr  ;  who  appears,  by  what 
pgfled  between  him  and  ms  baftard  fon  ina  foregoing  fc^ne,  to 
be  very  fupcrilitious  with  regard  to  this  matter,     Warbuilton. 

■  The  quartos  read,  'warhling  inflead  of  mumbling.    Steeveks* 
^  their  thundery       '  ■    j  Firftcjuhrto;  the  reft  Have  it, 

the  thunder*     JoKkson. 

•  '■     '  "'gafted- — ^]  Frighted.    Johksqn. 
So,  in  Beaumont  and  Pletchcr's  Wit  atfi^aJ  We^ons : 

u  L^ — ^-cither  the  fight  of  the  lacfy  has  gafted  V^y  orclfe 
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Gfo.  Lcit  him  fly  f ar  : 
■  Not  in  this  land  fliall  he  remain  uncaught ; 
And  found — Difpatch. — The  noble  duke  my  maftcr. 
My  worthy  *  arch  and  patron,  comes  to-night : 
By  his  authority  I  will  proclaim  it. 
That  he,  which  finds  him,  fliali  deferve  our  thanks. 
Bringing  the  *  murderous  coward  to  the  flake  j 
He,  that  conceals  him,  death, 

Edm.  When  I  diflwaded  him  from  his  intentt 

♦  And  found  him  pight  to  do  ic,  with  curft  fpeech 
I  threaten'd  to  difcover  him  :'  He  replied. 

Thou  mpojf^tng  baftard  !  d»Ji  thou  thinky 

Jfl  would fiand  againjl  tbee^  *  would  the  repofil 

Of  any  trifiy  virtue y  or  worthy  in  thee 

Slake  thy  words  faith' d  ?  No :  what  IJhouU  dewfj^ 

m 

'   "Not  in  this  lanJJbaU  he  remain  uncaught ; 
And  found  dijhatch'^the  noUe  dukt^  £<^«]| 
This  Donfenfe  fhoufa  be  read  and  pointed  thus : 

Not  in  this  land  fhall  he  remain  uncaught ; 
And  found,  difpatch'd^i^*     War  burton. 
I  do  not  fee  how  this  change  mends  the  fenfe :  I  think  it  may 
le  better  regulated  as  iii  the  page  abor^.    The  fenfe  is  iBter<tipt« 
ed.    He  fhall  be  caught — and  found,  he  JbaU  ie  fmnijbed*    Dif« 
fSftch.    Johnson. 

*  — ^fi&— —  ]  i.e.  Chief;  a  word  now  ufed  only  in  com- 
j>efition,  as  arch-angel^  arch'duke. 

30|  in  Heywood's  If  you  know  not  me^  ybu  know  JtModyi^  46^15/: 
**  Poole,  that  arch  fior  truth  <aiid  hmiefiy.''    StfeR^EKS. 

'  '  "   '     mvrth$rous  coward J  The  firfi  edition  fcads, 

eaittf^    JoBNspN. 

♦  And  found  him  pight  to  do  it^  ^th  curft  fpeed>\  Pight  is 
fitchedy  fixed,  fettled.    Curfi  is  fevere,  %arfhy  Vekeoie&tly  angry, 

Johnson* 
So,  in  the  old  morality  of  Lujfy  JwDentus^  j  j6l : 
**  Therefore  my  heart  is  vx^^^  jnnght  - 
"  Of  her  alone  to  have  a  fight* 
Thus,  in  Troilus  and  Crejida  :  * 
•♦  tents 

*•  Thus  proudly //§'i2»/  upon  our  Phrygian  plains.** 

STfiev£N«. 
'  I  III    ^W9mld'4heyifdfkt\   i«^  Would  any  o^Hnion  that  mea 
}iave  repcM  iii  J:hy  ffud,  vhtue,  &c.    Wiulaukton* 
t%9  ^'muurtp  rcgds,  could  the  repofure.    St££yeks» 

•  '  (Ai 
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f 

(As  this  I  would ;  ^,  though  thou  didft  produce 

My^verychara£lcr)rdMrnitall 

yb  thy  Juggeftiortj  ptot,  and  damned  praEtice : 

And  thou  muft  make  a  dullard  of  the  worlds 

If  they  not  thought  the  profits  of  my  death 

Were  very  pregMpt  and  potential /pur 5 

To  make  theefeek  it.  "  [Trumpets  within^ 

Glo.  O^ftrange,  faften'd  villain! 
Would  he  deny  his  letter,  laid  he  ? — I  never  got  him. 
H"^rk,  the  duke's  trumpets!    I  know  not  why  he 

comes  : — — 
All  ports  1*11  bar  ;  the  villain  i^all  not  fcape ; 
The  duke  muft  grant  me  that :  befides,  his  pidhirj? 
1  will  fend  far  and  near,  that  all  the  kingdom 
May  Kave  due  note  of  him  :  and  of  .my  land,     •  • 
Loyal  and  natural  boy,  Til  work  the  means  .  , 
To  make  thee  capable  ^ 

•      « 

1  ,  1 

Enter  Cor mv all,  Regqn^  and  attendants. 

I    Corn.  How  now,  my  noble  friend  ?  fince  I  came 

hither,  . 
(Which  I  can  call  but  now)  I  have  heard  ftrange  news. 

jR^p-.*  If  it  be  true,  all  vengeance  comes  toofliort, 
Whkh  canpurfue  the  offender.  How  does  my  lord  ? 

Gh.  O,  mladam,  my  old  heart  is  crack'd,  is  crack'd ! 
^     Reg.  What,  did  my  father's  godfon  feek  your  life  ? 
He  whom  my  father  nam'd  ?  jour  Edgar  > 
.     Glo.  O,  iVy/  Udy,'  Ihame  would  have  it  hid ! 
^Reg.  Was  he  not    companioa  with  the  riotous 


That  tend  upon  my  father  > 

Gb.  I  know  not,  madam  :        ' 
It  is  too  bad,  too  bad. 

«  Srrnngeand.l^cl  ^xxotgdndfafiened.  Quarto.  Johnso^^ 
*  7  Gafaile  of  my  land^^^^^  i.e.  cipablc  of  ftiCcecding^ tomy 
laad,  notwiehftanding  the  -legal  bar  of  thy  iUegitimgcy.  : 
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EJm.  Yes,  madam,-  he  was  of  that  conforf.    ^ 

Reg.  No  marvel  then,  though  he  were  ill  aiFefted  ; 
'Tis  they  have  put  htmoti  the  old  man's  deaths 
To  have  the  expence  and  wafte  of  his  revenues* 
I  have  this  prefent  evening  from  my  lifter 
Been  well  informed  of  them  ;  and  with  fuch  cautions^ 
That,  if  they  come  to  fojourn  at  my  houfc^ 
ru  not  be  there,  *  *  • 

Corn.  Nor  I,  affure  thee,  Regan.—— 
Edmund,  I  heat  that  you  have  mewn  your  father  - 
A  child-like  office. 

Edm.  *Twas  my  duty,  fir. 

Gh.  i  *  He  did  bewray  his  pradice ;  and  received 
This  hurt  you  fee,  ftriying  to  apprehend  him. 

Corn.  Is  he  purfuM  ? 

Gb.  Ay,  my  good  lord. 

Corn.  If  he  be  taken,  he  fliall  never  more 
Be  fear'd  of  doing  harm  :  make  your  own  purpofe. 
How  in  my  ftrength  you  pleafe. — For  you,  Edmundj^ 
Whofe  virtue  and  obedience  doth  this  inftant 
So  much  commend  itfelf,  you  Ihall  be  ours ; 
Natures  of  fuch  deep  trwft-  we  fliall  much  need  j  - 
You  we  firft  feize  on  ■  -^^ 

Edm.  I  Ihall  ferve  you,  fir. 
Truly,  however  elfe.  . 

Gh.  For  him  I  thank  your  grace. 

Corn.  You  know  not  why  we  came  to  vifit  youy-^ 


•  He  didhtwrzy  his praBzce\^-^^'\  \.t.  Dif cover ^  heiray.    Soj^ 
In  The  Downfall  of  Robert  Earl  of  Huntington^  1601 : 

"  We  were  hewray*d^  befet,  and  forc'd  to  yield.' 
Again,  in  The  DeviPs  Charter ^  1607  :  * 

**  Thy  folitary  palfions  fhould  Bewray 

*^  Some  difcontent." 


» 


Pra^ice  i^  always  ufed  by  Shakefpeare  for  infidious  mifcbief   Soj 
ivi  Revenge  fir  Honour^  by  Chapman  ; 

"  Howe'er  thou  urap'ft  my /rtf^/Vw  with  life." 
Th?  quarios  read  betray.    STfiEVfiNilr 
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jR^j:^  Thus  o«  «>f  feafQH ;  ^^^  thrwdiQg  dark-cy'd 

» bcc«fe»!i^>  laoW^  Glofter^  of  fomc  prize, 
Whcrek  we  muft  have  ufe  of  yo.^r  acfvlcc  :— ^^ . 
Our  father  ha  hath  writ,  fa  feat h  ow  fitter, 
,Of  differences,  which  I  beft  thought  it  fe- 
To  anfwer  * froniour  home;  theieveral meffcBgcrs 
From  hence  attend  difpatch.  Our  good  old  frieBtf,t 
Lay  comforts  tp.  yowr  b(rfom ;  and  beftpwr 
Your  needful  coawfel  to  pur  b^fij^ifcs. 
Which  crave  the  tnftant  uf^.  '"       ' 

Glo.  I  ferve  you,  madam  j  /  

graces  dri9  f^ht  welcorp<e^  [Smk 


SCENE      U, 

Enter  Kent  and  Steward ^  feveralfy.      ' 

Stew.  Good  cvea  \  to .  thee,  frknd  :  Art  of  this 
'V  houfc? 

Kent.  Ay.  .    '    '  '  '' 

place  this  reading,  though  I  have  gr^  liifpicio^  that  the  poet 

' freadiiig  dirk-cyM  night,  ^ 

i  €.  travelling  in  it.    The  other  carries  too  ^Mcwm  and  mcaa  an 
allufion.    It  muft  «bter  be  borcow'd  fr«in  xU  pm  P^« 

high  ftreets  ;  or  to  threading  a  needle  m  the  dark^     rHEOBALD, 


)    v'-*'  i;    «> "  " 


The  quarto  reads :  

1.  ,-^  thteat'img  4ark-ey'd  tiigfit.    JoHi^e*^'^::^  %.,ji  u 
Shakefpear  ufcs  the  former  of  tbde.  eiyi;eaipn8  yxK.C^^m^'* 

a£t  III :.  ^     /      .      ' 

They  would  not /y^rW  tjie  g^98.    STEfiv^nf, 

«  Ocr^>L,  «^3i;f  e/^r,   V">iV  priz^,3    Wp  piQuld  itai, 

/^/«^  i.  e.  weight.    Warbuztoau  ;  .,  .,... 

»  --l./rm^«r^^«^:---l  Not  at  Voi;^^  fiijft  ^  5^|..Sf 

place.    JoHNsbau  ^,     ^ ..      ^     j  '»  *  i* 

3  GoadevettA  Thus  thci^jlir^.    T^folw-^S?  ^'*'^?l' 
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^ew.  Where  wi^y  we  fet  our  horfcs  ? 
Kent.  Y  th'mire.  .     '    '^ 

St€w.  Pr'y  thee,  if  thou  love  me^  tell  rac* 
Kent.  I  Jove  thee  not. 
Stew.  Why^  then  I  care  uot  for  thee. 
Kent.  If  I  had  thee  in  ♦  Liplbury  pinfald>  I  would! 
iftake  thee  care  for  me-- 

Stew^ 

♦  .^^^^LipJhttrf^pinfoltt^^'-'^-^y  The  allufion  wVidi  f«em«  to  ife 
contained  in  this  Hue  I  -do  not  underftand.  In  the  'riolent  erttp«^ 
two.  of  reproaches  which  burfls  from  Kent  in  this  dialogue,  there 
are  fome  epithets  which  the  commentators  have  left  unexpouod- 
eA,  and  which  1  am  not  very  able  to  make  clear.  Of  a/^r«'- 
fiiittdiiHinfe  Ilcnow  not  th<  meaning,  unlefe  it  be  that  he  iMtt 
different  dreifes  for  difierent  occupations*  Lilfy^*Der*d  is  ams^ 
arJj^ ;  white^iUasled  and  wiute^kir^J  iiie  fiill  in  vul^r  ufe.  An 
^eni'trnuk'inheriting  Jla^uc^  \  take  to  be  a  wearer  o?  old  cafl-off 
doaths,  an  inheritor  of  torn  breeches,    Johnson. 

I  do  not  &mI  th<  oame'^^'Z^ll^*^.'  it  may  be  a  cant  phnafi^ 
viih  fame  •csifUf^tioiH  taken  from  a  place  whare  the  fines  wene 
asbitrfrjr*  Tbrte-fttited^aoi^^^  I  believe,  be  ^ird-fuitedy  weMrtng 
cloaths  at  the  third'hand.  Edgar,  in  his  pride,  had  thru  fmt^ 
wXy.    Fahmea. 

Lipjhury  pinfold m&y^  a  cant  expreflion  importing  the  fameat^ 
LobU  Pound,    Sa,  in  Maflinger's  Duke  of  Milan : 
**  To  man-y  her,  and  iay  he  was  the  party 
M  Found  in  JUb's  PoundJ* 

>  A  PifffUd  is  ^  pound.  Thus  in  Gafcoigne*s  Dan  Bm-ihdaiAo 
^  Buthi^  1587  : 

^*  In  fuch  "Apin-folde  were  his  pleafures  pent.^' 

Thrte  fiuied  knMH  might  mean,  in  an  age  of  oilentatiovii  fiaerjr 
like  diat  of  Shakefpeare,  one  who  had  no  greater  diasge  of 
vaynent  than  ibreejuits  would  furnilh  him  with ;  fo,  in  Ben  Joir* 
fon's  Silent  Woman :  **  — wert  a  pitiful  fellow,  and  hadft  iiotlua^ 
but /^«f>u>f^  apparel  :*'  or  it  may  fignify  a  fellow  thricefued 
at  Am?,  who  hA$tireefuits  for^  debt  Handing  out  againft  him.  A 
onf-trunk-inkeritingjla've  may  be  ufed  to  iignify  a  fellow,  the 
whole  of  whofSpofl^ffions  are  confined  to  one  coffer^  and  thattoo 
r«i6friW  firom  his  father,  who  was  no  better  provided,  or.hidi 
ifCKthing  more  to  bequeath  to  his  fucc^r  in  poverty  ;  a  poor  Mgtti 
ifereditary^  as  Timdm  calls  Apemantus.  A  ^wtrfted-ftocJdng  kumt  m 
another  reproaoh  -of  the  fame  kind.  The  ilockings  in  £119*^ 
land,  m  the  ;dgn  of  queen  Elizabetb  (  as  I  leasn  ftcm 
^UihW$  Anaiomie  of  Ahiffes^  printed  in  1995)  were  remaricably 
,  ^  cxpeo-n 
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Stew.  Why  doft  thou  ufe  me  thus?  I  know  thee 
not.  "  .       /     ^ 

Kent.  Fellow,  I  know  thee. 

Stew.  What  doft  thou  know  me  for? 
. '  Kent.  A  knave,  a  rafcal,  an  eater  of  bi*oken  liieats; 
a  bafe,  proud>  Ihallow,  beggarly,  three-fuited,  ^  hun- 
dred-pound,  filthy  worfted-ftocking  knave;  alillv- 
liycr'd,  aft  ion -taking  knave ;  a  whorfon,  glafs-gazing, 
fuper-ferviceable,  finical  rogue ;  one-trunk-inheriting 
ikve ;  one  that  would'ft  be  a  bawd,  in  way  of  good 
fefvice,  and  art  nothing  but  the  compofition  (*f  a 
knave,  beggar,  coward,  pandar,  and  the  fon  arid'hcir 
of  a  mungrel  bitch  :  one  whom  I  will  beat  inttfcte- 
^rous  whining,  if  thou  deny'ft  the  lead  fyllable  of 
thy  addition  \ 

Stew.  Why,  what  a  monftrous  fellow  art  thoui  thus , 

.expenfive,  and  fcarce  any  other  kind  than  fiik  were  woraf  even 
(a»<hi8  author  fays)  by  thofe  who  hsd^iot  above  forty  ihtlHng$  % 
year  wages.— So,  in  an  old  comedy,  called  The  Hog  hath  hft  hh 
A<ir/,i6i I,  by  R.Taylor:  - 

^^  good  parts  are  no  more  iet  by  in  thefe  timeS|  diao  I 

good  leg  in  a  ixyoolknftocking** 
Again,  in  72>^  Ctf^/«/«,, by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher : 

**  Green  ficknefles  and  ferving-men  light  on  yon,' 
"  With  grcafy  breeches,  and  in  i^oolknftockingsJ* 
'Again,  in  the  MlferUs  of  Anf ore* d  Marriage^  1607  :  Two  feWt 
young  men  come  to  claim  their  portion  from  their  elder  brother 
who  is  a  fpendthrift,  and  tell  him  :  ♦'  Our  birthright,  good  brother: 
this  town  craves  maintenance ;  filk-Jiockings  muft  be  had^  &c,'*  ' 
.  '  Silk  ilockings  were  not  made  in  £ngland  till  1560,  the  iecood 
-year  of  <^ueen  Elizabeth's  reign.    Of  this  extravagance  Draytoi 
takes  notice  in  the  i6tli  fong  of  his  Polyolhion: 
i   .         **  Which  our  plain  tatherserfl  would  have  accounted  fih 
**  Before  the  coilly  coach  and  filkenftotk  came  iiiw**  - 
.1    p      .       .  Stebvens. 

•  •  s  ml  *  hundred-pound ^'-^^'\  A  hufidred-pound  gintlefnan  \s  a  ICfA 
of -reproach  ufed  in  Middlcton's  Phoenix ^'  1607.     Steeveks. 

*  -^^  addition, 1  i.  fe.  titles.  The  a6t  x  Hen,  V.  ch,  v.  which  di* 
jtQz  thsx  in  certain  wrhsy-  a-  defcHption  (hoald  be  ^ddded^  x&  t)ki 
^narne  of  the  defendant,  expreflive  of  his-eltate,  myftery,'degrecj 
feci  is  ealled  the  flattfte  of  Addifionu '  Malok£« 

»  • 

to 
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io  rail  on  one,  that  is  neither  known  of  thcte^^lnor 
knows  thee?  i       -"'  *  '""  r 

Kent.  What  a  brazen-fac'd  varlet  art  thou,  to^deny 
thou  know'ft  me  ?  Is  it  two  days  ago,  fince  I  tript 
upthy  heels,  and  beat  thee-,  before  theiing'f.  Draw, 
you  rogue :  for,  though  it  be  night,  yet  the  moon 
Ihiijes ;  ^  Fit  make  a  fop  o*  the  moonfliine  of  you  t 
D^nw  you  whprefon  cuUionly  barber-monger,  *  draw^ 

[^Drawing  hisfwori^ 

J^ew.  Away ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee. 

Kent.  Draw,  you  rafcai :  you  come  with  •  letters 
againft  the  king ;  and  take '  vanity  the  puppet's  part^ 
againft  the  royalty  of  her  father  :  Draw,  you  rogue, 
or  ril  fo  carbonado  your  Ihanks :— draw,  yourafeal ; 
come  your  ways. 
;   Stew^  Help,  ha!  murder!  help! 

^  ■  m  make  a  fop  9*  the  moonjhine  of  you.     ■      ]  This  iji 

equivalent  to  our  modem  phrafe  of  makiir^  the  fun  Jhine  through 
my  one.  But,  alluding  to  the  natural  philofophy  of  that  time, 
it  is  obfcure.  The  Peripatetics  thought,  though  falfely,  that  the 
rays  of  the  moon  were  cold  and  moift.  The  fpeaker  therefore 
fays,  he  would  make  a  fop  of  his  antagonifl,  which  fhould  abforb 
the  humidity  of  the  moon's  rays,  by  letting  them  into  his  guts. 
For  this  reafon  Shakefpeare,  in  Romeo  andJuUet^  fays: 
*         ««  the  moonftiine*s  'Ajatry  beams.'* 

Audi  in  the  Midfummer  Night* s  Dream  : 

♦*  Qucnch'd  in  the  chafl  beams  of  the  'watry  moon.'* 

Warburton. 
^  nimake  a  fop  0^  the  moonfliine  of  you  ^^  Perhaps  here  an  equi- 
voque was  intended.     In  the  Old  Shepherd^ s  Kalendar^  among  the 
difhes  recommended  for  Prymetyne^  **  One  is  egges  in  monejbine*^ 
'      '  ^  Farmer. 

•  -^ — riarJ^er*mongtr^^-^^'\  Of  this  word  I  do  not  dearly  (fee 
the  force.    Johnson. 

Barhef  ^monger  may  mean,  dealer  in  the  hvoer  tradefmen  :  a  flur 
upon  the  jdeward,  as  taking  fees  for  a  recommendation  to  the  bu-* 
iinefs  of  the  family*    Farmer. 

. «  — T — vanity  the  puppet^ s^-'^^^  Alluding  to  the  myfteries  or 
allegorical  (hews,  in*  which  vanity,  iniquity,  and  other  vices, 
wre  perfonified,    |ohnson, 

Kent. 
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JKdf»  StrBce*   yot  ikvt;.  (taod^   rogtie,    iliiiid) 
you  '  neat  flave^  ilrike.  i&^h^  hkh 

,St0Wf  Help  1k>  !  muoder  1  murdtr! 

J5^;f«w  HcfW' now  ?  What's  the  matter?  Part. 

.  |!;^l.  With  ypu,  goodman  boy,  if  yo^p)ipa&i  <»WCg 
J'il  fl^fli  yovi »  cpnie  on,  young  mafter- 

Gh.  Weapoip(sI  arms!  What's  the  matter  here? 
.  Carn^  Keep  peace,  upon  your  lives ;    . 
He  dies^  that  ftrifces  again  :  What  h  the  taatfier  ? 

iS^  The  metfengf  rs  frpm  our  filter  a^d  the  ioiigf 
-   Cqrni  Wb»t  is  your  difference  ?  fpeak^ 

Stew.  I  am  fcarce  in  breath,  myior4.. 

Kent.  No  marvel,  you  have  fo  bfeilrrr'd  y^jur  valaur# 
You  cowardly  lalcal,  *  nature  difciaims  iii  thee  i 
A  tailor  made  thee. 

Corn.^  Thou  art  a  ftrai^e  fellcnv  :    . 
A  tailor  make  a  m^fi  t 

Kent*  Ay,  a  tailor,  fir :  a  ftone^cutter,  or  apsunier^ 

*  -~>«rtf/^w, — -"]  Yqu  mene  flavc,  you  rcry  flave, 

Tou  neatjlave^  I  believe;,  means  no  more  than  jou  Jimal  raf- 
€aif  you  who  are  an  aifeaiblai^  oi  foppery  aiidp€ivtr4yM  Ben  JQir 
ion  iifes  the  fame  epithet  m  his  Poetafter  ; 

**  By  thy  leave,   my  neat  fcoundrel.**    Steevens. 
^  ^^r-^.naturc  dHclaiznsi^  thee ;]  So  the  quartos  and  the  bl&fh 
Th^  jpodern  editors  rje^d,  without  authority  : 

.  nature  difckums  her  Jbitre  in  thee. 

The  old  reading  is  the  true  one.    So,  in  E..  Brome's  N^iftrn 
Laf$^  1633: 

**  "  I  will  dif claim  in  your  favour  hereafter,** 

A(|aio,  In  The  C^fiis  Alur*dy  by  Ben  lonfon,  1609  : 

■     "  Tkii  to  di/ckim  in  all  th'  effeas  of  plcafuzc." 
Again ; 

**  No,  I  di/cUum  in  her,  I  fplt  at  her.'* 
Ajgain,  in  Warner's  Album* s  England^  1602^  B.  III.  chap,  zni 
**  Not  thefe,  my  lords,   make  me  di/liaim   in  it  whi^ 
all  purfuc,"    Steevens. 

could 
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Wuld  not  have  made  him  (6  iH>  fhotJgh  they  had 

been  but  two  haufs  at  the  trade. 
Corn*  Speak  yet,  how  grew  youi?  quarfel  ?  ' 
Stew^  This  ancient  ruffian,  fir,  whofe  life  I  have 
fpar*d, 

At  fuit  of  his  grey  beard, 

Kent.  '  Thou  whorefon  zed  !  thou  Untieceflary  let-* 

ter! — My  lord,  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  tread 

*this  upbolted  villain  ^  into. mortar,  and  daub  the  wall 

of  ^  Jakes  with  him*— -Spare  my  grey  beard,  you 

wag  jail  ? 

'  T^oU  'uohorfofi  %edt  thoU  hnhecejjhry  iefterf^-^'}  I  do  not 
Well  underftand  fapw  a  man  is  reproached  by  being  called  zed^  not 
how  Z  is  an  untiecejfary  letter,  Scarron  Compares  his  deformity 
to  the  (hape  of  Z,  and  it  may  be  a  proper  word  of  infuU  to  a 
crook-backed  man  ;  but  why  fhould  Goneril's  lleward  be  crook- 
edy  unlefs  the  alLuiion  be  to  his  bending  or  cringing  pofture  in 
the  prefence  of  his  fuperlors.  Perhaps  it  was  .written,  thou 
^\jhorefon  C  (for  cuckold)  thou  unnecejary  letter,  C  is  a  letter 
unneceflTary  in  our  alphabet,  ©nc  of  its  two  founds  being  repre* 
fented  by  S,  and  one  by  K4  But  all  the  copies  concur  in  the 
common  reading.     Johnson. 

Thou  ivhorefoH  zed !  thou  unnecejTary  letter  ! '  ]  Zed  is  here 

probably  ufed.as  a  term  of  contempt,  becaufe  it  is  the  laft  letter  . 
m  the  Englifli  alphabet,  and  as  its  place  may  be  fupplied  by  S, 
and  the  Roman  alphabet  has  it  not ;  neither  is  it  read  in  any 
word  originally  Teutonic.  In  Barret's  jihearie^  or  Siuadruple 
hiBlonary^  ^5^0,  it  is  quite  omitted,  as  the  author  affirms  it  to 
be  rather  a  fyllable  than  a  letter.  C  cannot  be  the  unnecelTary 
letter,  as  there  are  many  words  in  which  its  place  will  not  be  fup^ 
plied  by  any  other,  as  charity^  chajiify^  &c.     S  tee  yens. 

Thou  ijjbore/on  Tied !'  thou  unmceffary  letter.     This  is  taken  from 
the  grammarians  of  the  time.     Mulcafter  fays,  **  Z  is  much-  - 
harder  amongjft  us,  and  fcldom  feen  : — S  is  become  its  lieutenant 
^ered.    It  is  lightlie  expreifed  in  £ngli(h,  faving  in  foren  en* 
franchifments ."    Far  mer  . 

^  ^^this  unbolted 'Villain"--''-^']  i.  e*  Unrefined  by  education,  the 
bran  yet  in  bim.     Metaphor  from  the  bakehoufe.    War  bur  ton« 

'  into  mortar y  -^ — ]  This  expreilion  was  much  in  ufe 

in  our  author's  time.     So,  Maffingcr,  in  his  NewWet^topay  old 
Dehts^  aft  I.  fcene  i : 

*«  ■■■     I  will  help  your  memory, 

*'  And  tread  thee  into  mortar,*^ .  Ste£VEK6. 

Vql.  IX.  E  e  UnbifheJ 
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Corn^  Peace^  firrah  ! 
You  beaftly  knave,  know  you  no  reverence  ? 

Kent.  Yes,  fir ;  but  anger  bath  a  privilege. 

Corn.  Why  art  thou  angry  ? 

Kent.^  That  fuch  a  flave  as  this  fliould  wear  a  fword. 
Who  wears  no  honefty.  Such  fmiling  rogues  as  thefe, 
•  Like  rats,  oft  bite  the  holy  cords  in  twain 

Too 

UnhoUed  mortar  is  mortar  made  of'  unfifted  lime,  and  therefore 
to  break  the  lumps  it  is  ncceffary  to  tread  it  by  men  in  wooden 
Ihocs.     This  unholted  villain  is  therefore  this  coarfe  rafca}. 

TOLLET, 

^  Like  rats^  oft  hite  the  holy  cords  atwaine, 

Which  are  ^  intrineey  t*unioo/e\ — '- } 

Thus  the  firft  editors  blundered  this  paiTage  into  unintelligible 
nonfenfe.  Mr.  Pope  fo  far  has  difengaged  it,  as  to  give  us  plain 
fenfe ;  but  by  throwing  out  the  epithjct  holy^  it  is  evident  that  he 
was  not  aware  of  the  poet's  fine  meaning.  I  will,  fir  A  eftabliih 
and  prove  the  readings  then  explain  the  allufion*  •  Thus  the  peer 
gave  it : 

Like  rats,  oft  bite  the  hofy  cords  in  twain. 

Too  intrinjicate  t*  unloofe  :  — — 
This  word  again  occurs  in  our  author's  Antot^  and  Cleopatra^ 
where  fhe  is  fpeaking  to  the  Afpick : 

i*  Come,  mortal  wretch ; 

*'  With  thy  fharp  teeth  this  knot  intrinjicate 

**  Of  life  at  once  untie." 

And  we  meet  with  it  in  Cynthic^s  Revels^  by  Ben  Jonfon. 
Tet  there  are  certain  punSlilios^  or^  as  I  may  more  nakedly  infinuate 
them^  certain  intnndcatt  Jirokcs  and  ivordSf  to  nvhich  your  aBivity 
is  not  yet  amounted^  &:c.  It  means  inward,  hidden,  perplext ; 
as  a  knot,  hard  to  be  unravelled  :  it  is  derived  from  the  Latin 
adverb  intrinfecus  \  from  which  the  Italians  have  coined  a  very 
beautiful  phrafe,  intrinjicarji  col  une^  u  q>  to  grow  intimate  with, 
to  wind^one  felf  into  another.  And  now  to  our  author's  fenfe. 
Kent  is  rating  the  flevy^rd,  as  a  parafite  of  Goneril's ;  and 
fuppofes  very  juftly,  that  he  has  fomented  the  quarrel  betwixt 
that  princefs  and  her  father  :  in  vvhich  office  he  compares  him  ta 
ar  facrilegious  rat :  and  by  a  fine  metaphor,  as  Mr.  Warburton 
obferved  to  me,  (liles  the  union  between  parents  and  childrea 
the  holy  cords.    Theobald, 

Like  rats^  oft  hite  the  holy  cords  in  twain 

T'oo  intrinjicate  t*  unloofe :  ] 

By  thefe  holy  cords  the  poet  means  the  natural  union  between  pa» 
rents  and  children.     The  metaphor  is  taken  irom  the  cord^  of  the 
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Too  'intrmficate  f  unloofe  :  footh  every  paffion 
That  in  the  nature  of  their  lords  rebels  ; 
Bring  oil  to  fire,  fnow  to  their  colder  moods ; 
Renege,  affirm,  ^  and  turn  their  halcyon  beaks 
With  every  gale  and  vary  of  their  matters ; 
Knowing  nought,  like  dogs,  but  following.—; 
A  plague  upon  your  '  epileptic  vifage  ! 
Smile  you  my  fpeeches,  as  I  were  a  fool  ? 
Goofe,  if  I  had  you  upon  Sarum  plain, 
Fd  drive  ye  cackling  home  to  '  Camelot. 

Corn.  What  art  thou  mad,  old  fellow  ? 

Glo.  How  fell  you  out  ?  fay  that. 
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fanStuary ;  and  the  fomenters  of  family  differences  are  compared 
to  thefe  facrilegious  rats.    The  expreffion  is  fine  and  noble. 

WARBtfRTON. 

y  an  J  turn  their  halcyon  beaks 

With  ev^ry  gale  and  vary  of  their  majlers  \  ] 
The  halcyon  is  the  bird  othcrwife  called  the  king'fijher.    The 
▼ulgar  opinion  was,  that  this  bird,  if  hung  up,  would  nmry  with 
the  wind,  and  by  that  means  (hew  from  what  point  it  blew. 
So,  in  Marlow's  Je^  of  Malta y  1633  : 
*'  But  how  now  flands  the  wind  ? 
**  Into  what  corner  peers  ray  Hal^on^shillV* 
Again,  in  Storer's  Life  and  Death  of  too.  Wol/ey,  Cardinallj  a 
poem,  1599  : 

*'  Or  as  z  halcyon  with  her  turning  breft, 
*^  Demonflrates  wind  from  wind,  and  eaft  from  well.'* 

Steevens, 
•  epileptic  'vifagef]  The  frighted  countenance  of  a  maa 

ready  to  fall  in  a  fit.     Johnson. 

9  Cameloti  Was  the  place  where  the  romances  fay 

king  Arthur  kept  his  court  in  the  Weil ;  fo  this  alludes  to  fome 
proverbial  fpeech  in  thofe  romances.     War  bur  ton. 
So,  in  the  Birth  of  Merlin ^  1662 ; 

** raife  more  powers 

**  To  man  with  ilrength  the  caftle  Camelot.^* 
Again,  in  Drayton's  Poiyolbion^  Song  III : 

**  Like  Cameloty  what  place  was  ever  yet  renown'd  ? 
*•  Where,  as  at  Carlion,  oft  he  kept  the  table  round.** 

S  TEE  yens'. 
In  Somerfetfhire,  near  Camelot,  arc  many  large  moors,  where 
are  bred  great  quantities  of  geefe,  fo  that  many  other  places  aro 
from  hence  fupplied  with  quilU  and  feathers •    Han  mar* 

E  e  2  Kent. 
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Kent.  No  contraries  hold  more  Antipathy  ', 
Thanl  and  fuch  a  knave. 

Corn..  Why  deft  thou  call  him  knave  ?  What's  his 
offence  ? 

Kent.  His  countenance  likes  me  not  *• 

Corn^  No  more,  perchance,  does  mine,  or  his,  or 
hers. 

Kent.  Sir,  'tis  my  occupation  to  be  plain  ; 
I  have  feen  better  faces  in  my  time. 
Than  ftand  on  any  fhouldcr  that  I  fee 
Before  mc  at  this  inftant. 

Corn.  This  is  fome  fellow, 
Who,  having  been  praisM  for  bluritnefs,  doth  afTeft 
A  faucy  rou^hnefs  ;  and  '  conftrains  the  garb, 
Quit?  from  his  nature  :  He  cannot  flatter,  he  !— » 
An  honefl  mind  and  plain, — he  muft  fpeak  truth: 
An  they  will  take  it,  fo;  if  not,  he's  plain, 
Thcfe  kind  of  knaves  I  know,  which  in  this  plainncfr 
Harbour  more  craft,  and  more  corrupter  ends, 
♦  Than  twenty  filly  ducking  obfervants. 
That  ftrctch  their  duties  nicely. 

Kent. 

*  No  cmtraries  hold  more  antipathy^ 
Than  I  and  fuch  a  knave. '\ 
Hence  Mr.  Pope's  expreflion :  •  , 

*•  The  ftrong  antipathy  of  good  to  bad.**     Tollet. 

*  likes  me  not.]  i.  e.  pi  cafes  me  nor.     So,  in  Every  Man 

§ut  of  his  Humour : 

**  I  did  but  call  an  amorous  eye,  e*en  now, 

**  Upon  a  pair  of  gloves  that  fomewhat  kVd  mc/* 

Steevens» 
3  ■■  confrahis  the  garb 

^Itcfrom  his  nature.  '         ] 

Forces  his  outjide  or  his  cppearance  to  fomething  totally  difftrent 
from  his  natural  difpoiition.     Johnson. 

♦  Than  tixjcnty  lilly  duckl?ig  obfervants^]  The  epithet  filly  can* 
npt  be  right,  ift,  Becaufe  Cornwall,  in  this  beautiful  fpeecb, 
is  not  talking  of  the  different  fuccefs  of  thefe  two  kinds  of  para- 
fite<*,  but  of  their  different  corruptions  of  heart.  2d,  Becaule  be 
fays  thefe  ducking  obfervants  know  ho^jo  to  itretch  their  duties 
Bicely.     I  am  perfuaded  weHiould  read  : 

Than  twenty yF//j  ducking  obfervants, 
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Kent.  Sir,  in  good  footh,  or  in  fincere  verity, 
.  Under  the  allowance  of  your  grand  afpedt, 
Whofe  influence,  like  the  wreath  of  radiant  fire 
*  On  filckeripg  Phxbus*  front, — — 

Cor.  What  mean^fl  thou  by  this  ? 

Kent..  To  go  out  of 'my  dialed,  which  you  dircom7 
mend  fo  much.  I  know,  fir,  I  am  no  flatterer  ;  he 
that  beguird  you,  in  a  plain  accent,  was  a  plain 
knave;  which,  for  my  part,  I  will  not  be,  ^  thougk 

which  not  only  alludes  to  x\iQ  garb  of  a  court  fycophant,  but  ad- 
mirably well  denotes  the  fmoothnefs  of  his  chara^er.  But  what  is 
more,  the  poet  generally  gives  them  this  epithet  ia  other  placesl 
So,  in  Richard  ill*  he  calls  them  : 

*'   Silky ^  fly,  infinuating  Jacks.** 

And,  in  CoriolafUis : 

*<  when  {leergrows 

**  Soft  as  t\\Q  para/Ite^s^lk.**  War  BUR  TON. 

The  alteration  is  more  ingenious  than  the  arguments  by  which 
it  is  fupported.     Johnson. 

Silly  means  only  fpnpU^  or  ruftlc.     So,  in    Cymheline^    a6l  V. 
fc       ni : 

"  There. was  a  fourth  man  in  ^Jilly  habit,"  meaning  Poflhu- 
mus  in  the  drefs  of  a  peafant.     Nicely  isfooJiJhly,     Niais.  Fr. 

Steevens. 
'  0«  flickering  Phcshus^  front— '\  Dr.  Johnfon  in  his  Di^ionary 
fays  this  word  means  xojlutter.     I  meet  with  it  iu  The  Hijory  of 
Clyomon^  Knight  of  the  GoUen  Shield^    1599  i 

*'  By  flying  force  oi  flichring  fame  your  grace  fliall  under- 
fland.*' 
Again,  in  The  Pilgrim  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher : 

"  fome  caftrel 

*'  That  hovers  over  her,  and  dares  her  daily  ; 

"  ^o\T\cJiickring  Have.'* ■ 

Sir  Thomas  North,  in  his  tranflation  of  Plutarch^  ^talks  of  the 
flickering  enticements  of  Cleopatra. — Stanyhurfl,  in  his  tranflation' 
of  the  fourth  book  of  Virgil's  jEneidy  1582,  defcribes  Iris, 

"  From  the  iky  dovm  Jiickcring^  &c." 
And  again  in  the  old  play,  entitled,  Fuimus  Troes^   1603  : 

♦<  With  gaudy  pennons  ^/tv&m»^  in  the  air.** 
Again,  in  the  Arraignment  of  Paris,   i  584  : 

*'  Her  turtles  and  her  fvvans  unyoked  be, 
**  And^ickcr  near  her  fide  for  company."    Steevens. 
*  though  IJhould  ixjin  you r  difpleafure  to  intreat  w^, /V/.]' 

Though  I  Aould  win  you,  difplcafed  as  you  now  are,  to  like  me 
fo  wcU  as  to  intreat  me  to  be  a^ knave.    Johnson, 

E  c  3  I  Ihould 
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I  Ihould  win  your  difpleafure  to  entreat  me  to  it. 

Cor.  What  was  the  offence  you  gave  him  ? 

Stew.  I  never  gave  him  any  : 
It  pleas*d  the  king  his  mafter,  very  late. 
To  ftrike  at  me,  upon  his  mifconftrudion  ; 
When  h€,  ^  conjundt,  and  flattering  his  difpleafure, 
Tript  me  behind  ;  being  down,  infulted,  rail'd. 
And  put  upon  him  fuch  a  deal  of  man,  that 
That  worthy'd  him,  got  praifes  of  the  king 
For  him  attempting  who  was  felf-fubdu'd  ; 
And,  in  the  flefhment  of  this  dread  exploit. 
Drew  on  me  here  again. 

Kent.  None  of  thefe  rogues,  and  cowards, 
•  But  Ajax  is  their  fooL 

Corn.  Fetch  forth  the  flocks,  ho ! 
You  ftubborn  ancient  knave  %  you  reverend  braggart, 
We*ll  teach  you — ^ — r 

Kent.  Sir,  I  am  too  old  to  learn  : 
Call  not  your  flocks  for  me  :  I  ferve  the  king ; 
On  whofe  employment  I  was  fent  to  you  : 
You  Ihall  do  fmall  refpeft,  Ihew  too  bold  malice 
Againft  thfe  grace  and  perfon  of  my  mafter. 
Stocking  his  meflenger. 

Corn.  Fetch  forth  the  flocks  ; — 
As  I  have  life  and  honour,,  there  fliall  he  fit  *till  noon, 

Regan.  ^Till  inoon  !  'till  night,  my  lord ;  and  all 
night  too. 

^  ConjunH  is  the  reading  of  the  old  quartos ; ,  company  of  the 
folio.     Steevens. 

*  But  Ajax  is  their  fool.]  Their  fool  means  here,  their  ^w//, 
their  laughing-ftoch.  Thefe  fiqical  puppies  (fays  Kent)  thefe 
rogues  and  co^vards^  never  meet  with  a  man  fuperior  to  themfelvcs, 
but  they  make  him  their  jeft,  like  Ajax  with  Thcrfites,  Shake- 
fpeare's  idea  of  Ajax  may  be  feen  in  his  Troilus  and  Cnjjida^ 
where  he  is  the  fool  of  the  play,  and  the  conftant  objedt  of  fher- 
Jites  ridicule,  for  a  fcurvy  *vaUant  afsy  Mars^s  ideot^  &c. 

Steevens. 

0  ——ancient  knave,]    Two   of  the  quartos  read — mifcreant 

knave,  and  one  of  them — unremerent^  inflead  of  reverend. 

Stjeevens. 

KenU 
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Kent.  Why,  madam,  if  I  were  your  father's  dog> 
You  Ihould  not  ufe  me  fo. 

Reg.  Sir,  being  his  knave,  I  will. 

[Stocks  brought  out '. 

Corn.  This  is  a  fellow  of  the  fe  f-fame  colour  * 
Our  fitter  fpeaks  of : — Come,  bring  away  the  (locks. 

Glo.  Let  me  befeech  your  grace  not  to  do  fo : 
V*  His  fault  is  much,  and  the  good  king  his  mafter 
Will  check  him  for*t :  your  purposed  low  correction 
Is  fuch,  as  bafeft  and  the  meaneft  ^  wretches. 
For  pilferings  and  mod  common  trefpalTes, 
Are  puniih'd  with  *  :  the  king  muft  take  it  ill. 
That  he,  fo  flightly  valu*d  in  his  meffenger. 
Should  have  him  thus  reftrainM. 

Corn.  rU  anfwer  that, 

Reg.  My  filler  may  receive  it  much  more  worfc. 
To  have  her  gentleman  abus*d,  affaulted. 
For  following  her  affairs. — Put  in  his  legs. — — 

[Kent  is  put  in  thefiocks  U 
Come,  my  good  lord  ;  away, 

[Exeunt  Regan^  and  Cornwall. 

Glo.  I  am  forry  for  thee,  friend ;  'tis  the  duke's 
plea  fu  re, 
Whofc  difpofition,  all  the  world  well  knows, 

'  ^-Jlocks]  This  is  not  the  firft  time  that  ftocks  had  been  intro- 
duced on*  the  ftage.  In  Hick-fcorner^  which  was  printed  early  ia 
the  reign  of  K,  Henry  VIIL  Pify  is  put  into  them  and  left  there 
till  he  is  freed  by  Perfeveraunce  and  Contemplacyon.     S  tee  yens. 

*  colour,"]  The  quartos  read,  nature,     Steevens. 

'  His  fault -^l  All  between  the  aftcriiks  is  omitted  in  the  folio. 

Steevens. 

*  .    -tlfe  meaneft ]  This  is  a  conjectural  emendation  by 

Mr.  Pope.     The  quartos  rezd-^anJ  temneji^    perhaps,    for  con- 
UrmieiPJi.     Steevens. 

*  I  know  not  whether  this  circumftance  of  putting  Kent  in  the 
fioch  be  not  ridiculed  in  the  puniihment  of  Numps,  in  Ben  Jon- 
fon's  BartholomeiAJ'Fair, 

It  (hould  be  remembered,  that  formerly  in  great  houfes,  as  flill 
in  feme  colleges,  there  were  mtyvt^AAtJIocks  for  the  corredion 
©f  the  fervants.    Farmer. 

E  e  4  Will 
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f  VVill  not  be  rybb'd,  nor  floppM  i  I'll  eatrcat  for  thee, 
Kent.  Pray,   do   not,    fir ;    I  have  watch'd,   and 
^    traveird  hard  ; 

Some  time  I  ftiall  fleep  out,  the  reft  Til  whiftle, 

*A  good  man's  fortune  naay  grow  out  at  h^cls ; 

Give  you  good. morrow  ! 

GIo.  The  duke's  to  blame  in  this;  'twill  be  ill  taken, 

[Exiu 
Kent,  7  Good  king,  that  mufl:  approve  the  common 
faw  ! 
Thou  out  of  heaven's  benediftion  com'ft 
To  the  warm  fun  ! 
Approach,  thou  beacon  to  this  under  glob^,^ 

[Looking  up  to  thi^nrnny 
That  by  thy  comfortable  beams  I  may 
Perufe  this  letter !: — Nothing  alriioft  fees  miracles' ; 
Biit  mifery, — '  I  know,  'tis  from  Cordelia  ; 

[Reading^the  letter. 

Who 

•  Will  net  he  ruWdy  nor  Jiopp^d.  ■  ■  ]    Metaphor  fronj 

bowling.     War  BUR  TON. 

7  Good  king^  that  mufl  approve  the  common  fa^v !]  That  art 
now  to  exemplify  the  common  proverb,  That  out  of^  &c.  That 
changeft  better  for  worfe,  Hanmer  obferves,  that  it  is  a  pro- 
verbial faying,  applied  to  thofe  who  are  turned  out  of  houfe  and 
home  to  the  open  weather,  It  was  perhaps  firfl  ufcd  of  men  dif- 
ifiiffed  from  an  hofpital,  or  houfe  of  charity,,  fuch  a$  was  ereQed 
formerly  in  many  places  for '  travellers.  Thofe  houfes  had 
names  properly  enough  alluded  to  by  heavcTis  henediHion. 

Johnson. 

They^w  alluded  to~,  is  in  Heywood's  Dialogues  on  Proverb^ 
book  ii,  chap.  5, 

*'  In  your  renning  from  him  to  me,  ye  runne 
*'  Out  of  God^s  hlcjjing  into  the  i\:arme  funnel 

Tyrwhitt. 
*  • — Nothing  almoftfees  miracles^']  Thus  the  folio.     The  quartos 
read — Nothing  almofl.  fees  ?ny  ixjrack.     Steevens. 

9  ^.  I  kno^  *tisfrom  Cordelia^  &c,  1    This  paiTage,  which 

fome  of  the  editors  ^have  degraded  as  fpurious,  to  the  margin, 
a.nd  others  have  fileptly  altered,  I  have  faithfully  printed  ac- 
cording to  the  quarto,  from  which  the  folio  differs  only  in  punc- 
tuation. The  paiTage  is  verj'  obfcure,  if  not  corrupt.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  read  thu§ ; 

•  ■  Cor-. 


i 
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Who  hath.moft  fortunately  been  informM 
Of  my  obfcured  courfe  ;-— *  and Jhall find  time 

From  this  enormous  jiate^ fitting  to  give 

Lofes  their  remedies  ; — All  weary  and  o'er-watch'd. 
Take  vantage,  heavy  eyes,  not  to  behold 
This  Ihameful  lodging. 

F6rtune,good  night;  fmile  once  more;  turnthywheel! 

[Hejleeps^ 

SCENE     III. 

Apart  of  the  heath* 

Enter  Edzar. 

Edg.  I  heard  myfelf  proclaimed  ; 
And,  by  the  happy  hollow  of  a  tree, 
Efcap'd  the  hunt.     No  port  is  free ;  no  place, 

--—t--- Cordelia -"—--has  been ------inforincd 

•Of  my  obfcured  courfe,  and  (hall  find  time 
From  this  enormous  ftate-feeking,  to  give 

LofTes  their  remedies, 

Cordelia  is  informed  of  our  affairs,  and  when  the  enormous  eareof 
feeking  her  fortune  will  allow  her  time,  fhe  will  employ  it  in  rc- 
medymg  loiles  This  is  harfh ;  perhaps  fomething  better  may  be 
found,  I  have  at  leafl  fupplied  the  genuine  reading  of  the  old 
copies.  £«^r;97tf«i  is  .unwonted,  out  of  rule,  out  of  the  ordiaary 
courfe  of  things.     Johnson. 

So  Hoiinihed,   p.  647,    **  The  maior  perceiving  this  encrmcmt 
doing,  &c."    Steevens. 

*  —  ,     ■■  ■  I    and  Jhall  find  time 

From  this  enormous  fi ate ^  fteking  togi*tfe 
LoJJes  their  remedies*  •  ] 

I  confefs  I  do  not  underfland-this  paiTage,  unlefs  it  may  be 
Confidered  as  divided  parts  of  Cordelia's  letter  j  which  he  is  reading 
to  himfelf  by  moonlight :  it  certainly  conveys  the  fenfe  of  what 
fhe  would  have  faid.  In  reading  a  letter,  it  is  natural  enough  to 
'dwell  on  thofe  circumftances  ni  it  that  promife  the  change  in  our 
affairs  which  we  moil  wifli  for  ;  ^nd  Kent  having  read  Cordelia's  af- 
furances  that  (he  will  find  a  time  to  free  the  injured  from  the  enorm-*^ 
ous  raifrule  of  Regan,  is  willing  to  go  to  fleep  with  that  plea (ing 
refledtion  uppermcft  iu  his  mind,     But  this  is  mere  conjedture. 

SxitRVEJfS. 

That 
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That  guard,  and  moft  unufual  vigilance. 

Does  not  attend  my  taking.  .  While  I  may  fcape, 

I  will  preferve  myfelf :  and  am  bethought 

To  take  the  bafeft  and  moft  pooreft  ihape. 

That  ever  penury,  in  contempt  of  man. 

Brought  near  to  beaft :  my  face  I'll  grime  with  filth; 

Blanket  my  loins ;  *  elf  all  my  hair  in  knots ; 

And  with  prefented  nakednefs  out-face 

The  winds,  and  perfecutions  of  the  iky. 

The  country  gives  me  proof  and  precedent' 

Of  Bedlam  beggars  %  who,  with  roaring  voices. 

Strike  in  their  numb'd  and  mortlfy'd  bare  arms 

Pins,  wooden  pricks  *,  nails,  fpiigs  of  rofemary ; 

And  with  this  horrible  objed:,  from  low  farms  ^, 


*  ■  el/ all  ffty  hair  in  knots \']  Hair  thus,  knotted,   \r» 

vulgarly  fuppofed  to  be  the  work  of  elves  and  fairies  in  the  night. 
So,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet  : 

*'  —  plats  the  manes  of  horfes  In  the  night, 
**  And  cakes  the  elf-locks  in  foul  fluttiih  hairs, 
*'  Which,  once  untangled,  much  misfortune  bodes." 

Steevens. 
'  Of  Bedlam  hcggars^'\  In  the  Bell-man  of  London^  by  Decker, 
5th  edit,  1640,  is  the  following  account  of  one  of  thele  charac- 
ters, under  the  title  of  an  Abraham-Man.  "  he  fweares  he 

hath  been  in  Bedlam,  and  will  talke  frantickely  of  purpofe :  you 
icepinnes  fluck  in  fundry  places  ot  his  naked  fleih,  efpeciallyin 
his  armes^  which  paine  he  gladly  puts  himfelfe  to,  only  to  make 
5'ou  believe  he  is  out  of  his  wits.  He  calles  himfelfe  by  the 
name  of  Pocre  Tom^  and  comming  near  any  body  cries  «ut. 
Poor  Tom  is  a  cold*  Of"  thefe  Abraham-men^  fome  be  exceeding 
merry,  and  doe  nothing  but  ling  fohgs  fafliioned  out  of  their  owiie 
braines  :  fome  will  dance,  others  will  doe  nothing  but  either* 
laugh  or  weepe  :' others  are  dogged,  and  fo  fallen  both  in  loke  and 
fpecch,  that  fpymg  but  a  fmall  company  in  a  houfe,  they  boldly 
and  bluntly  enter,  compelling  the  fervants  through  feare  to  gl^e 
them  what  they  demand."  To  fiam  Abraham^  a  cant  term,  iHll 
ia  ufe  among  failors  and  the  vulgar,  may  have  this  origin. 

Steevens. 
.  ♦  — .«iu^tf^<?« /nV^i,]  i.e.  ikewers^     So,  in  The  If y  II  of  the 
Deiiyll,  bl.  1.  no  date.     "  I   give  to  the  butchers,    &c.   pricks 
inough  to  fet  up  their  thin  meate,  that  it  may  appeare  thickeand 
well  fedde."     Steevens. 

5  — -itfw  tarms,]  The  quartos  read,  low  fervice.    Steevens. 

POQS 
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♦  Poor  pelting  villages,  flieep-cotes,  and  mills. 
Sometime  with  lunatic  bans  \  fometime  with  prayers, 
Inforce  theircharity. — *PoorTurlygood!  poor  Tom ! 
That's  fomething  yet ; — ^  Edgar  I  nothing  am.  [ExU. 


•  Poor  pelting  villages^ ]  Petting  is  ufcd  by  Shakcfpcare  in 

the  fenfe  of  beggarly  :  I  fuppofe  from  pelt  a  fkin.     The  poor 
being  generally  cloathed  in  leather.    Warburton. 

Pelting  is^  I  believe,  only  an  accidental  depravation  o^  petty. 
Shakefpeare  ufes  it  in  the  Midfummer'Night^s  Dream  of  fmaU 
hooks.    Johnson.  . 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher  often  ufc  the  word  in  the  fame  fenfe 
as  Shakefpeare.     So  in  King  and  no  King^  aft  IV ; 

"  Thk  felting  J  prating  peace  is  gotod  for  nothing." 

^anijb  Curate^  aft  IL  ic.  ult. **  To  learn  the  felting  law." 

Shakefpeare's  Midfummer  Nigbt^sDream^--^*'*^  cv^ry  felting  river.'* 
Meafurefor  Meafure^  aft  II.  fc.  vii  : 

**  And  tYtry  felting  petty  officer.** 
Again,  in  Troilus  and  Crepda^  Heftor  fays  to  Achilles  : 

*'  We  have  h'dA  felting  wars  fince  you  refus'd 

**  The  Grecian  caufe." 
From  the  firft  of  the  two  lafl  inftances  it  appears  not  to  be  a  corrnftion 
rf petty ^  which  is  ufcd  the  next  word  to  it,  but  feems  to  te  the 
fame  2&faltty  \  and  if  it  comes  from  pelt  a  fkin,  as  Dr.  Warbur- 
ton  fays,  the  poets  have  furniflied  'villages^  peace,  law^  rivers^ 
takers  of  jujiice  and  w^rj,  all  out  of  one  wardrobe.     Steevens, 

'  lunatic  bans,]  To  han^  is  to  curfe. 

So,  in  Mother  Bomhie^   'S94»  ^  comedy  by  Lilly  :      , 

*'   Well,  be  as  be  may  is  no  hanning^^ 
5o,  in  Arden  of  Fe'verjham^   '592  :  ^ 

**  Nay,  if  thofe  lan^  let  me  breathe  curfes  forth. 

oTEEVK  IM^ 

«  poor  Turlvgood  !  poor  Xom  /]  We  fhould  read  Tur^ 

lupin.  In  the  fourteenth  century  there  was  a  new  fpecies  of  gip. 
fics,  called  Turlupins^  a  fraternity  of  7iaked  beggars  ^  which  ran  up 
and  down  Europe.  However,  the  church  ot  Rome  hath  digni- 
fied them  with  the  name  of  heretics,  and  adually  burned  fome  of 
them  at  Paris.  But  what  fort  of  religionifls  they  were,  appears 
from  Genebrard's  account  of  them.  *»  Turlupin  Cynicorum 
fe£tam  fufcitantes,  de  nuditate  pudendorum,  &  publico  coitu." 
Plainly,  nothing  but  a  band  of  Tom -o" -Bedlams.  Warburton. 
.  Hanmer  reads,  poor  Turluru.  It  is  probable  the  word  Turly^ 
^Pi?^  was  the  common  corrupt  pronunciatiop.     Johnson. 

*  Edgar  I  nothing  am,]  As  Edgar  I  am  outlawed,  dead  in 

law ;  I  have  no  longer  any  political  exiflence.    Johnson. 

SCENE 


428   '      KING       LEAR; 

&    C    E    N    E     IV. 
■  Earl  of  Glofter^s  cc^le. 

Enter  Ledr^  Fovly  and  Gentleman. 

Lear.  ^Tis  (Irange,  that  they  {hould  fo  depart  from 
home. 
And  not  fend  back  my  meffenger. 

Gent.  As  I  learn'd, 
The  night  before  there  was  no  purpofe  in  them 
Of  this  remove. 

Kent.  Hail  to  thee,  noble  mafter  ! 

Lear.  How !  mak'ft  thou  this  Ihame  thy  paftime  ? 

Kent.  No,  my  lord  *. 

Fool.  Ha,   ha  ;    look  !  *  he  wears  cruel  garters ! 

Horfes 

■  Ear?  of  GIqfler*s  cafile.']  It  is  not  very  clearly  difcovcred 
why  Lear  comes  hither.  In  the  foregoing  part  he  ient  a  letter 
to  Gloftcr;  but  no  hint  is  given  of  its  cbn'tents.  He  feems  to 
have  gone  to  vifit  Glofter  while  Cornwall  and  Regan  might  pre- 
pare to  entertain  him,    Johnson. 

It  is  plain,  I  think,  that  Lear  comes  to  the  earl  of  Glocefler's, 
in  confequence  of  his  having  been  at  the  duke  of  Cornwall's,  and 
having  heard  there,  that  his  fon  and  daughter  were  gone  to  the 
carl  of  Glccefler's.  His  firft  words  fhew  this  :  **  ^Tisjirangcthai 
they  (Cornwall  and  Regan)  Jhould'  fo  depart  from  home ^  and  not 
fend  lack  my  meffenger  (Kent) ."  It  is  -clear  alfo  from  Kent's 
ipeech  in  this  fcene,  that  he  went  diredlly  from  Lear  to  the  duke 
oif  Cornwall's,  and  delivered  his  letters,  but,  inftead  of  being 
ftnt  back  with  any  anfwer,  w^as  ordered  to  follow  the  duke  and 
dutchefs  to  the  earl  oFGlocefter's.  But  what  then  is  the  meaning  of 
Lear*s  order  to  Kent  in  the  preceding  adt,  fcene  v.  Go  you  hcfire 

to  Glocefler  ivith  thefe  letters, The  obvious  meaning,  and  what 

will  agree  beft  with  the  courfe  of  the  fubfequent  events,  is,  that 
the  duke  of  Cornwall  and  his  wife  were  then  redding  at  Gloceiler, 
Why  Shakefpeare  fliculd  choofe  to  fuppofe  them  at  Glocefter,  ra- 
ther than  at  any  other  city,  is  a  difterent  queftion.  Perhaps  ho 
might  think,  that  Glocefter  implied  fuch  a  neighbourhood  to  the 
earl  of  Glocefler's  caftle,  as  his  ftory  required,     Tyrwhitt. 

*  Noy  my  lord.']  Omitted  in  the  quartos,     Steevens. 

^ he  ivears  cruel  garters, — ]  I  believe  a  quibble  was  here 

intended.     Cis^irl  fignifics  vjorfied^  of  which  flockings,  garters, 

night- 
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Horfes  are  ty'd  by  the  heads ;  dogs^  and  bears,  by 
the  neck ;  monkies  by  the  loins,  and  men  by  the 
legs :  when  a  man  is  over-lufty  +  at  legs,  ^  then  he 
wears  wooden  nether-ftoclf:s« 

night-caps,  &c.  are  made ;  and  it  is  ufed  in  that  fenfe  in  Beau* 
mont  and  Fletcher's  Scornful  Lady^  adt  ii. 

^*  For  who  that  had  but  naif  his  wits  about  him 

**  Would  commit  the  counfel  of  a  ferious  fin 

**  To  fuch  a  crrwel  night'caty -'^^ 
So  again  in  the  conjcdy  of  The  T^uo  angry  Women  of  JUngton^ 
printed  1599 : 

«  I'll  warrant  you,  he'll  have 

**  His  rr»f//^tf;7rrjcrof8  about  the  knee." 
So,  in  the  Bird  in  a  Cage^  163  J^; 

*^  I  fpeak  the  prologue  to  our  (ilk  and  cruel 

"  Gentlemen  in  the  hangings." 
Again,  in  Woman^s  a  Weathercock^   1 6 1 2  : 

.    **  Wearing  o(JIlk  -why  art  thou  ftill  (o  cruel}** 
Again,  in  Edmund  Prefhvich's  Poem  on  a  lady  working  abed 
With  crrwell ; 

**  Not  rr^w^'/Zbed,  but  bed  of  rr«f//y.*'     St e evens. 
■♦—  onjer-hfiy  in  this  place  has  a  double  fignification.     Lujlinefs 
anciently  me^ntfaucincfs. 
So,  in  Decker's  If  this  le  not  a  good  Play  the  Devil  is  in  it^  1612  : 

**^  -^upon  pain  of  being  plagued  for  their  lujiynefs*  '* 
Again  y  in  Claudius  Tiler ius  Neroj   1607  : 

«    ^. (he*ll  fnarl  and  bite, 

*•*  And  take  up  Nero  for  his  luJUnefs** 
Again,  in  fir  Thomas  North's  tranflation  oi Plutarch:  * 

**  Caffius*  foldiers  did  fhewe  themfelves  verie  flubbomc  and 
lufiiem  thecampe,  &c."    Steevens. 

5  //6g«  he  <uccars  'uoooden  nether- ftocki.  5  Nether-flocks  id 

ihe  old  word  for  flockings*  Breeches  were-  at  that  time  called 
**  men's  overjlockesj^  as  1  learn  from  Barrett's  Alvearie^  or  ^a^ 
druple  DiHionary^  1^80.  Stubbs,  mYCis  Anatomic  of  Abufes^  has 
a  Whole  chapter  on  ST'^i)/^^;;^//^  ^Nether -Stockes  <worne  in  Eng^ 
landy  <£95«  Hepvood  among  his  Efigramsy  1562,  has  the  fol- 
lowing :    ' 

**  Thy  upper  flocksy  be  they  ftuft  with  filkc  or  flocks, 

**  Never  become  thee  like  a  nether  paire  of  flocks*** 
Again,  in  Reginald  Scott's  Z)//2-/?'v/'ry  ^j/" /iP}7^^rr^i/>,  158J: 

— •*  to  cover  the  pot  with  my  right  netherfock** 

Steevens. 

Lear* 
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Lear.  What's  he,  that  hath  fo  much  thy  place 
miftook 
To  fet  thee  here  ? 

Kent.  It  is  both  he  and  fhe. 
Your  fon  and  daughter, 

Lear.  No. 

Kent.  Yes. 

Lear.  No,  I  fa)\ 

Kent.  I  fay,  yea. 

Lear.  *  No,  no  ;  they  would  not, 

Kent.  Yes,  they  have. 

Lsear.  By  Jupiter,  I  fwear,  no. 

Kent.  By  Juno,  I  fwear,  ay  . 

l^ar.  They  durft  not  do*t ; 
They  could  not,  would  not  do't;  'tis  worfe  than 
murder, 

•  To  do  upon  refpeft  fuch  violent  outrage : 
Refolve  me,  with  all  modeft  hafte,  which  way 
Thou  might'fl  deferve,  or  they  impofe,  this  ufagc, 
Coming  from  us. 

Kent.  My  lord,  when  at  their  home 
I  did  commend  your  highnefs*  letters  to  them. 
Ere  I  was  rifen  from  the  place  that  fhew*d 
My  duty  kneeling,  came  there  a  reeking  poft, 
Stew'd  in  his  hafte,  half  breathlefs,  panting, forth 
From  Goneril  his  miftrefs,  falutations ; 

*  Delivered  letters,  fpight  of  intermiffion. 

Which 

•  Liari\  This  and  the  next  fpeech  are  omitted  in  the  folio. 

SffiEVEMS. 

7  By  Junoy  Ifwear^  ay.  ]    Omitted  in  the  quartos. 

Steeveks. 

*  To  do  upon  refpeB/uch  violent  outrage:^  To  violate  the  pub- 
lic and  venerable  charader  of  a  meflenger  from  the  king. 

Johnson. 
'  Delivered  letters^  fpis^ht  of  mxtxmMon^']  Intermijfion^  for  an- 
other meflage  which   they  had  then  before  them",   to  confider 
of;  ciAM  tnterm/Jttm^  becaufe  it  came  between  their  Icifureand 

the  llcward's  meffage.    V/arburton,    . 

Spiih 
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Which  prefently  they  read  :  on  whofe  contenst, 
"  They fummon'd  up  their  meiny,  ftraight  took  horfe ; 
Commanded  me  to  follow,  and  attend 
The  leifure  of  their  anfwer ;  gave  me  cold  looks  : 
And  meeting  here  the  other  meflenger, 
Whofe  welcome,  I  perceived,  had  poifon'd  mine, 
(Being  the  very  fellow  which  of  late 
Difplay'd  fo  faucily  againft  your  highnefs) 
Having  more  man  than  wit  about  me,  I  drew ; 
He  rais'd  the  houfe  with  loud  and  coward  cries : 
Your  fon  and  daughter  found  this  trefpafs  worth 
The  fliame  which  here  it  fufFers. 
Fool.  *  Winter's  not  gone  yet,  if  the  wild  g^efe  fly 
that  way. 

Fathers,  that  wear  rags, 

Do  make  their  children  blind  ; 

But  fathers,  that  bear  bags. 
Shall  fee  their  children  kind. 

Fortune,  that  arrant  whore, 

Ne^er  turns  the  key  to  the  poor. — — 


Splght  of  intcrm'fjjion  is  imthout  paufe^  njuithout  fufferlng  time  hi 
intervene*     So,  in  Macbeth  : 

*<  ■     gentle  heaven, 

"  Cut  (hort  all  intermijjion^  &c.**    Steevens. 
*  They fummoit^d up  their  vix^my^ ]  Meiny ^  i.e.  people; 

ropE;. 
Mcfney  a  houfe.     Mefnie^  a  family,  Fr. 
So,  in  Monjieur  D^OU-je^   1 606 . 

if  ftie,  or  her  fad  meiny^ 


a 


*'  Be  towards  fleep,  I'll  wake  them.** 
Again,  in  the  bh  1.  Romance  of  Syr  Eglamoure  of  Artoys^  no 
date : 

**  6f  the  cmperoure  took  he  leave  ywys, 

**  And  of  all  the  meiny  that  was  there.** 
Again : 

**  Here  cometh  the  king  of  Ifrael, 

**  With  a  fayre  meinyeJ*'    Steevens. 
*  Winter* s  not  gone  yety  &c.]  If  this  be  their  behaviour,  the 
lying's  troubles  are  hot  yet  at  an  end.     Johnson. 
lliis  fpeech  is  omitted  in  the  quartos.    Steevens. 

But 
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But^  for  all  this,  tbou  ihalt  have  as  many^  doloirt^ 

from  thy  dear  daughters,  as  thou  can*ft  tell  in  a  yean 

'  Lear.  O,  how  this  mother  -^  fweils  up  toward  my 

heart  I 
Hyjterica  pajjio  !  down,  thou  climbing  forrow. 
Thy  element*s below  !— Where  is  this  daughter? 

Kent.  With  the  earl,  fir,  here  within. 

Lear.  Follow  me  not ;  ftay  here.  [Exit$ 

Cent.  Made  you  no  more  offence  than  what  you 
fpeak  of  ? 

Kent.  None. 
How  chance  the  king  comes  with  fo  fmall  a  train  ? 

Fool.  An  thou  hadft  been  fet  i'  the  flocks  for  that 
i^eftion,  thou  hadft  well  deferv^d  it. 

»  — —  •  ■  dolour sj]  Quibble  intended  between  dolours  and 
dollars.    Ha  n  m  e  ^ . 

The  fame  quibble  had  occurred  in  the  Tempefl^  and  vaMeafurt 
for  Meafure,     Steevens. 

♦  Ohy  ho^M  this  mother,  ^r.]  Lear  here  afFe6ts  to  pafs  off  the 
Iwelling  of  his  heart  ready  to  burit  with  grief  and  indignation^ 
for  the  difeafe  called  the  Mother^  or  Hyfterica  Pajfioy  which,  m 
our  author's  time,  was  not  thought  peculiar  to  women  only.  In 
Harfnct's  Declaration  of  F opijh  Impoftures^  Richard  Mainy^  Gent, 
que  of  the  pretended  demoniacs,  depofes,  p.  263,  that  the  iirft 
night  that  he  came  to  Denham,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Peckham,  where 
thefe  impoilurcs  were  managed,  he  was  fomewhat  evill  at  cafe, 
and  he  grew  worfe  and  worfo  with  an  old  difeafe  that  he  had, 
and  which  the  pr lefts  perfuaded  him  was  from  the  pofleffion  of 
the.  devil,  viz.  **  The  difeafe,  I  fpake  of  was  a  fpice  of  the 
Mother^  wherewith  1  had  bene  troubled  .  .  before  my  going  into 
Fraunce  :  whether  I  doe  rightly  term  it  the  Mother  or  no,  I  knowc 
not  .  .  .  When  I  was  ficke  of  this  difeafe  in  Fraance,  a  Scottifh 
doctor  of  phyfick  then  in  Paris,  called  it,  as  I  remember,  FertU 
ginem  Capitis.  It  rifeth  .  ...  of  a  winde  in  the  bottome  of  the 
belly,  and  proceeding  with  a  great  fwelling,  caufeth  a  very  pain- 
full collicke  in  the  flomack,  and  an  extraordinary  giddines  in  the 
head.'* 

It  is  at  lead  very  probable,  that  Shakefpeare  would  not  have 
thought  of  making  Lear  afFe<^  to  have  the  Hyfterick  Pajjion^  or 
Mother ^t  if  this  paflage  in  Harfnet's  pamphlet  had  not  fuggeftcd 
k  to  him,  when  he  was  fele6ting  the  other  particulars  from  it, 
in  order  to  furnilh  out  his  character  of  Tom  of  Bedlam,  to 
whom  this  demoniacal  gibberifh  is  admirably  adapted*    Percy. 
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kent.  Wliyi  fool? 

Fool.  We'll  fet  thee  to  fchool  to  an  ant,  to  teach 
thee  there's  no  labouring  in  the  winter.  *  All  that  fol- 
low their  nofes  are  led  by  their  eyes,  but  blind  men ; 
and  there's  not  a  nofe  among  twenty,  but  €an  fmell 
him  that's  (linking.  Let  go  thy  hold,  when  a  great 
wheel  runs  down  a  hill,  left  it  break  thy  neck  with 
following  it ;  but  the  great  one  that  goes  up  the 
hill,  let  him  draw  thee  after.  *  When  a  wife  man 
gives  thee  better  counfel,  give  me  mine  again  :  1 
would  have  none  but  knaves  follow  it,  fince  a  fool 
gives  ir.  -  ' 

That,  fir,  which  ferves  and  feeks  for  gain. 
And  fellows  but  for  form^ 

* '  AH  thatfoUow  their  nofes  are  led  hy  their  ejeSy  hUt  Mind  men  ; 
cndthere^s  not  a  nofe  among  twenty^  hut  can  fmell ^  &C.]  There  \% 
in  this  fentence  no  clear  icries  of  thought.  If  he  that  follows  hit 
nofe  is  led  or  guided  by  his  eyes,  he  wants  no  information  from  hi« 
nofe.  I  perfuade  myfelf,  but  know  not  whether  I' can  perfuade 
others,  that  our  author  wrote  thus : — "  All  men  ar6  led  by  their 
*'  eyes,  but  blind  men,  and  they  follow  their  nofes :  and  .there's 
"  not  a  nofe  among  twenty  but  can  fmell  him  that's  ftinking."— — » 
Here  is  a  fucceffion  of  reafoning.  You  afk,  why  the  king  has 
no  more  in  his  train  ?  why,  becaufe  men  who  are  led  by  thei^ 
eyes  fee  that  be  is  ruined  ;  and  if  there  were  any  blind  among 
them,  who,  for  want  of  eyes,  followed  their  nofes,  they  might 
by  their  nofes  difcover  that  it  w^is  no  longer  fit  to  follow  the  kingw 

Johnson", 

The  word  twenty  refers  to  the  nofes  of  the  lllnd  fnen^  and  not 
to  the  men  in  general.  The  paflage,  thus  ccnfidered,  bears 
dearly  the  very  fenfe  which  the  above  note  endeavours  to  Cilablifh 
by  alteration.    Steevens. 

®  ;—  IVhen  a  v:}fe  man  gives  thee^  tec  J]  Ohc  cannot  too  much 
commend  the  caution  which  our  moral  poet  ufes,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  to  prevent  his  fentiments  from  being  perverfely  taken.  So 
here,  having  given  an  ironical  precept  in  commendation  of  per- 
fidy  and  bafe  defertion  of  the  unfortunate,  for  fear  it  llipuld  be 
underilcod  ferioufly,  though  delivered  by  his  buffoon  orjeller, 
he  has  the  precaution  to  add  this  beautiful  corrective,  full  of  fine 
fenfe:—*'  I  would  have  none  but  knaves  follow  it,  lince  a  fool 
gives  it.'*    War  burton. 

Vol.  IX.  F  f  Will 


434         K    I    N    G      L    E    A  .R. 

Will  pack,  when  it  begins  to  rain^ 

And  leave  thee  iii  the  ftorm. 
J  But  I  will  tarry  ;  the  fool  will  flay. 

And  let  the  wife  man  fly  :' 
The  knave  turns  fool^  that  runs  away; 

The  fool  no  knave,  perdy. 
Kent.  Where  learned  you  this,  fool  ? 
FooL  Not  i*  the  flocks,  fooL 

« 

Re-enter  Lear,  with  Glower. 

Lear.  Deny  to  fpeak  with  me  ?  They  are  fick  ?    ' 
they  are  weary  ? 
They  have  travell'd  hard  to-night  ?  Mere  fetches ; 
The  images  of  revolt  and  flying  off! 
Fetch  me  a  better  anfwcr. 

Gh.  My  dear  lord. 
You  know  the  fiery  quality  of  the  duke  ; 
How  unremoveable  and  fixt  he  is 
In  his  own  courfe. 

Lear.  Vengeapce  !  plague  !  death  !  confufion  !— 
Fiery  ?  what  quality  ?  Why,  Glofter,  Glofter, 
I'd  fpeak  with  the  duke  of  Cornwall,  and  his  wife/ 

Gk.  ^  Well,    my  good   lord,    I   have  ittforin'd 
them  fo.  ' 

Lear.  Inform^  them  !  Doft  thou,  undcrftand  me, 
man  ? 

'  But  I  will  tarty  ;  the  fool  vjllljlay^  \ 

And  let ^  &c.]  ; 

I  think  this  paffage  erroneous,  though  both  the  copies  concuff   ; 

The  fenfe  will  be  mended  if  we  read :  I 

But  I  will  tarry  ;  the  fool  will  flay. 

And  let  the  wife  man  fly  ;  •        j 

The  fool  turns  knave,  that  runs  away'; 

The  knave  no  fool,— — — 
iThat  I  ftay  with  the  king  is  a  proof  that  I  am  a  fool,  tjic^wifi? 
men  are  defertiag  him.     There  is  knavery  in  this  defertion,  but 
there  is  no  folly.    Johnson. 

*  Glo,'\  This,    with  the  following  fpccchy  is  omitted  in  th«^ 
quartos.     Steeyens* 


J 
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t?/a.  Ay>  niy  good  Jprd. 

/>^r.  The  king  woujid  fpeafc  with  Cornwall ;  the 
dear  father 
Woiild  with  his  daughter  fpeak>    commands  her 

fervice  : 
Are  they  informed  of  this  ? — My  breath  and  blood !  -^ 
Fiery  ?  the. fiery  duke  ? — Tell  the  hot  duke,  that —  ^ 

No,  but  not  yet : may  be,  he  is  not  well : 

Infirmity  doth  ft  ill  negledt  all  office, 
Whereto  our  health  is  bound ;  we  are  not  ourfelves, 
When  nature,  being  opprefs'd,  commands  the  mind 
To  fuJEFer  with  the  body  :  I'll, forbear; 
And  am  fallen  out  with  my  more  headier  will. 
To  take  the^  indifpos*d  and  fickly  fit 
For  the  found  man.— rDeath  on  my  ftate  !  wherefote 

{^Looking  on  Kenti 
Should  he  fit  here  ?  This  aft  perfuadcs  me^  ^ 
That  this  remotion  of  the  duke  and  het 
*  Is  praftice  only*     Give  me  my  fervant  forth  : 
.Go,  tell  the  duke  and  his  wife,  Td  fpeak  with  them^ 
Now,  prefently ;  bid  them  come  forth  and  hear  me, 
Or  at  their  chamber  door  Pll  beat  the  drum, 
'^Till  it  cry,  Sieep  to  deaths 

Gh.  1  would  have  all  well  betwixt  you*        f^ExIti 

Lear*  O  me,  my  heart,  my  rifing  heart! — but, 
down. 

FooL     Cry  to  it,  nuncle,  as  the  cockney  *  did  to 

the 

^  '^Tellthe  hot  dukcy  that ]  The  quartos  read— Tell  the  hot 

duke,  that  heat'-''--     S tee v ens, 

'  Is  pradlce  only. — — . ]  PraSlice  .is  in  Shakefpeare,  and 

Other  old  writers,  ufed  commonly  in  an  ill  fenfe  for  unlawful  ar'- 
tifice*    Johnson. 

*  ,^^^ — the  cockney]  It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  the  exadk 
power  of  this  term  of  contempt,  which,  as  the  editor  of  the  Can-' 
terhury  Talis  of  Chaucer  obferves,  might  have  been  originally 
borrowed  from  the  kitcHen*  From  the  aiicient  ballad  of  the 
Turnament  f^  Tottenham^  publiflied  by  Dr.  Percy  in  his  fecond 
▼olumc  of  4ndent  Foitry^  p.  24,  it  fliquld  fecm  to  fignify  a  cook  : 

F  f  a  "  Af 
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'  the  eels,  when  flie  put  them  i'  t;he  pafte  alive ;  ihe 
rapt  *em  o'  the  coxcombs  with  a  ftick,  and  cry'd, 
Down,  wantons  J  down-:  'Twas  her  brother,  that,  in 
pure  kindnefs  to  his  horfe,  buttered  his  hay. 

Enter  Cornwall^  Regan,  Ghfter,  and  Servants. 

Lear*  Good  morrow  to  you  both. 
. .  Corn.  Hail  to  your  grace  !        [^Kent  isfet  at  Uberty. 

Reg.  I  am  glad  to  fee  your  highnefs. 

Lear*  Regan,  I  think  you  are ;  I  know  what  reafoa 

have  to  think  fo  :  if  thou  ihould*ft  not  be  glad, 
would  divorce  me  from  thy  mother's  tomb. 
Sepulchring  an  adultrefs  *. — O,  are  you  free  ? 

[To  Kent. 
Some  other  time  for  that. — Beloved  Regan, 
Thy  lifter's  naught :  O  Regan,  ^  ihe  hath  tied 
Sharp-tooth'd  unkindnefs,  like  a  vulture,  here, — — 

[Points  to  his  heart. 

f 

**  At  that  feaft  were  they  ferved  in  rich  array  ; 
**  Every  five  and  five  had  a  cohney,'* 
i.e.  a  cook^  or fcullion^  to  attend  them. 

Shake  fpeare,  however,  in  l^welfth  Night,  makes  his  Clown 
fay,  '*  I  am  afraid  this  great  lubber  the  world,  will  prove  ar^f^- 
/z/y."  In  this  place  it  feems  to  have  a  lignification  not  unlike 
that  which  it  bears  at  prefent ;  and,  indeed,  Chaucer  in  his 
Revels  Tale,  ver.  4205,  appears  to  employ  it  with  fuch  a  meaning : 
*'  And  whan  this  jape  is  tald  another  day, 
"  I  fhall  be  halden  a  daffe  or  a  colienay^^ 
See  the  notes  on  the  Canterhury  Tales  of  Chaucer,  Vol,  IV.  p.  25  j, 
where  the  reader  will  meet  with  all  the  iiiformation  to  be  had  on 
this  fubje6t.    Steevens. 

^   ihe  eels,  ivhenjhe  put  them  i^  the  pajle ]   Hinting  that 

the  eel  and  Lear  are  in  the  fame  danger.     Johnson. 

*  fepulchring,  &c,]  This  word  is  accented  in  the  fame  manner 
by  Fairfax  and  Milton ;  . 

*'  As  if  his  work  fliould  his yr/«/tv6<rr  be,"     C.  i,  fl.  25. 
**  And  iofepulchcr^d  in  fuch  pomp  doe  lie.'* 

Milton  on  Shakefpeare,  line  xv,     Steevens* 
5  ,  Jhe  hath  tied  . 

Sharp-tooth^ dunhndnefsy  like  a  tvulture  here,"] 
Alluding  to  the  fable  of  Prometheus.     War. burton. 

Icaa 
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I  can  fcarce  fpeak  to  thee ;  thou*lt  not  believe^ 
•  Of  how  deprav'd  a  quality — O  Regan  ! 

Reg.  I  pray  you,  fir,  take  patience ;  I  have  hope. 
You  lefs  know  bow  to  value  her  defert, 
'  Than  ihe  to  fcant  her  duty. 

Lear.  Say  ?  ^  How  is  that  ? 

jR^^.  I  cannot  think,  my  fitter  in  the  leaft 
Would  fail  her  obligation  ;  If,  fir,  perchance,  ' 

She  have  reftrainM  the  riots  of  your  followers, 
'Tis  on  fuch  ground,  and  to  fuch  wholefome  end. 
As  clears  her  from  all  blame. 
'  Lear.  My  curfes  on  her  ! 

Reg.  O,  fir,  you  are  old ; 
Nature  in  you  ftands  on  the  very  verge 
Of  her  confine  :  you  Ihould  be  ruUd,  and  led 
By  fome  difcretion,  that  difcerns  your  ftate 
Better  than  you  yourfelf :  Therefore,  I  pray  you. 
That  to  our  fiftcr  you  do  make  return ; 
Say,  you  have  wrong'd  her,  fir. 

Lear.  Afk  her  forgivencfs  ? 

*  Of  ho^j)  depra'v'd  a  quality  -  '■  ]  Thus  the  quarto.  The 
folio  reads  : 

With  how  deprav'd  a  quality  ■     Johnson. 

'  Than/he  to  fcant  her  duty,']  The  word  fcant  is  diredly  con-. 
trary  to  the  fenfe  intended.     The  quarto  reads  : 

ftack  her  duty, 

which  is  no  better.     May  we  not  change  it  thus : 

You  lefs  know  how  to  value  her  defert, 

Than  Ihe  to /can  her  duty. 
To /can  may  be  to  meafure  ox  proportion  •     Yet  our  author  ufes  his 
negatives  with  fuch  licentioufnels,  that  it  is  hardly  fafe  to  make 

any  alteration. Scant  may  mean  to  adapts  to  fit^  x.q  proportion  ; 

which  fenfe  feems  Hill  to  be  retained  in  the  mechanical  term 
fcantling^     John-son. 

Hanmer  had  propofcd  this  change  oi fcant  into  fcan^  but  furely. 
no  alteration  is  neccflary.  The  other  reading— ^cyt  would  anfwer 
as  well.  You  lefs  know  how  to  value  her  defert,  than  (lie 
(knows)  to  fcant  her  duty,  i.  e.  than  fhe  can  be  capable  of  being 
wanting  in  her  duty.     Steevens. 

*  Say^  &c.]  This,  as  well  as  the  following  fpee:h,  is  omitted 
*n  the  quartos,    Steevens. 

F  f  3  Do 
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'  Do  you  but  mark  how  this  becomes  thehoufe? 

Dear  daughter y  1  confefs  that  I  am  old  i 

'  Age  is  unttecejfaty ;  on  my  knees  I  beg,  [Kneeling, 

That  you'll  vouchfafe  me  raimisnty  bed^  and  food. 

Reg. 

•  Do  you  huf  mark  how  this  becomes  the  houfe  ?]  This  phrafe  to 
ihc  is  uaintelligible,  and  feems  to  fay  nothing  to  the  purpoft ; 
neither  Can  it  mean,  how  this  becomes  the  order  of  families. 
Lear  would  certainly  intend  \o  reply,  how  does  a&ing  my  daugh- 
ter's forgivenefs  agree  with  common  fafhion,  the  eflablilhed  rule 
and  cuflom  of  nature  ?  No  doubt,  but  the  poet  wrote,  becomes 
the  ufe.  And  that  Shakefpeare  employs  td/e  in  this  fighification, 
is  too  obvious  to  want  a  proof.     Theobald, 

Do  ycu  hut  mark  hovj  this  htcomes  the  houfe  ?]  Mn  Theobald 
fays,  ^^  This  phrafe  feems  to  fay  little  to  the  purpofe  ;*'  and 

therefore  alters  it  to, becomes  the  «/r,— which  fignifies  Icfs. 

The  Oxford  Editor  makes  him  ftill  more  familiat — becometh  tfj. 
All  this  chopping  and  changing  proceeds  from  an  utter  ignorance 
of  i  great,  a  noble,  and  a  moft  expreffive  phrafe,— becomci 

the  hoj/fe-j whicl^  fignifies  the  order  of  families,  duties  of 

relation.     War  bur  ton- 

With  this  mofi  exprej]i<ve  phrafe  I  believe  no  reader  is  fatisficd, 
Z  fufpedl  that  it  has  been  written  originally  : 
Alk  her  forgivenefs  ? 

Do  you  but  mark  how  this  becometh thus. 

Dear  daughter,  I  confefs,  &c. 
Becomes  the  houfe^  and  becometh  thus^  might  be  eafily  confounded 
by  readers  fo  unlkilful  as  the  original  printers*     Johnson. 

Dr.  Warburton's  explanation  may  be  fupported  by  the  follow* 

ing  paflage  in  Milton  on  Divorce^  book  ii.  ch.  I2.     **  the 

reftraint  whereof,  who  is  not  too  thick-fighted,  may  fee  how  hurt- 
ful, how  deflru6live,  it  is  to  the  houfe^  the  church,  and  common- 
wealth !*'     TOLLET. 

The  old  reading  may  likewife  receive  additional  fupport  from 
the  following  paffage  in  the  Blind  Beggar  of  Alexandria^  1598: 

**  Coine  up  to  f upper ;  it  will  become  the  houfe  wonderful  well." 

Mr.  Toilet  has  fince  fumijflhed  me  with  the  following  extraft 
from  fir  Thomas  Smith's  C<p/«w^«tw/i///6  of  England y  4to.  i6oi. 
chap.  If.  which  has  much  the  fame  expreilion,  and  explains  it. 
**  They  two  together  [man  and  wife]  ruleth  the  houfe*  The 
houfe  I  call  here,  the  man,  the  woman,  their  children,  their  fcr- 
vants,  bond  and  free,  &c."    Steevens. 

'  Age  is  unneceflary :— —  ]  i.  e.  Old  age  has  few  wants. 

JOHNSOtf. 

This  ufage  of  the  word  unneceffary  is  quite  without  example  \ 
and  I  believe  my  learned  coadjutor  has  rather  improved  than  ex- 
plained 
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Re^.  Good  fir,  no  more ;  thefe  arc  unfightly  tricks : 
Return  you  to  my  fitter. 

Lsar.  Never,  Regan  : 
She  hath  abated  me  of  half  my  train  ; 

*  Looked  black  upon  me ;  ftruck  me  with  her  tongue, 
Moft  ferpent-like,  upon  the  very  heart :— — 

All  the  ftor*d  vengeances  of  heaven  fall 

On  her  ingrateful  top !  Strike  her  young  bones. 

You  taking  airs,  with  lamenefs  ! 

Corn.  Fie,  fir,  fie  ! 

Lear.  You  nimble  lightnings,  dart  your  blinding 
flames 
Into  her  fcornful  eyes  !  Infedt  her  beauty. 
You  fen-fuck'd  fogs,  drawn  by  the  powerful  fun, 

*  To  fall  and  blaft  her  pride ! 

Reg. 

l^lained  the  meaning  of  his  author,  who  {etms  to  have  defi^ned 
to  fay  no  more  than  that  it  feems  unnecejfary  to  children  that  the 
lives  of  their  parents  Jkould  be  prolonged^  ^ge  is  unnecejfary^  may 
mean,  old  people  are  ufekjs.    So,  in  7"^^  OZ^L^w,  by  Mallinger; 

it your  laws  extend  not  to  defert, 

**  But  to  HnneceJJary  years  ;  and,  my  lord, 
**  His  are  not  fuch."    Steevens. 
Unnecejfary  in  Lear's  fpeech,  I  believe,  means — in  fwaut  of  necef* 
furies  unahle  to  procure  them.     Tyr  w  H I T  T . 

*  LooVd  black  upon  me; ]  To  look  blacky  may  eafily  be  ex« 

plain'd  to  loop  cloudy  or  gloomy.     See  Milton : 

^^  So  frown'd  the  mighty  combatants,  that  hell 
**  Grew  darker ^t  their  frown."———     Johnson. 
So,  Holinflied,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 157  :  **  *— — The  bifhops  thereat 
repined,  and  looked  blaci.^*     Tollet. 

3  To  f ally  and  blaft  her  pride  !\  Thus  the  quarto:    the  foUa 
reads  not  fo  well,  to  fall  and  blifter.     I  think  there  is  flill  a  faulty 
fyhich  may  be  eaiily  mended  by  changing  a  letter : 
— —  Infeft  her  beauty, 
You  fen-fuck'd  fogs,  drawn  by  the  powerful  fun^ 
ZV,  fall,  and  blail  her  pride !     Johnson. 
Dr.  Johnfon's  alteration  will  appear  unneceflfary,  if  we  confider 
faU  to  be  ufed  here  as  an  a6Uve  verb,  fignifying  to  humble,  ta 
pull  down.     Infe^  her  beauty^  ye  fen-fuck*  d  fogs  ^  dranxm  by  the  fun 
for  this  end-^to  fall  and  blaft y  i.  e.  humble  and  dcftroy  her  pride. 
Shakefpeare  in  othpr  places  ufes  fall  in  an  active  fenfe.    00,  in 
Qthejioi  . 

F  f  4  ♦*  Each 


\ 
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Reg.  O  the  bleft  gods  1     ' 
So  will  you  wifh  on  me,  *  when  the  rafli  mood  is  on. 

Lear.  No,  Regan,  thou  Ihalt  never  have  my  curfe; 
Thy  ^  tender-hefted  nature  ihall  pot  give 
Thee  o'er  to  barfhnefs ;  her  eyes  are  fierce,  but  thine 
Do  comfort,  and  not  burn  :  *Tis  not  in  thee 
To  grudge  my  pleafures,  to  cut  off  my  train. 
To  bandy  hafty  words,  ^  to  fcant  my  fizes. 

And 

*'  Each  drop  (he /alls  will  prove  9  crocodile,*' 
Again,  in  the  Tempeft : 

"  To  fall  it  on  Gonzalo. 
Again,  in  Troilus  and  Creffida  : 

f*  , — make  him  fall 

*'  His  crefl,  that  prouder  than  bide  Iris  bends."  MAtowi. 

4  «^«^, 'vohen  the  rajh  mood  ts  on."]  Thus  the  folio.    The 

quartos  read  only, ivhcn  the  raJh  mood  ■        perhaps  leaving 

the  fentence  purpofely  unfinifhed.     Steevens. 

5  — —  tender- hefted '■■^^']  This  word,  though  its  general  mean- 
ing be  plain,  I  do  not  critically  underhand.     Johnson. 

Thy  tender 'hefted  nature — ]  //r/'W  feems  to  mean  the  fame  as 
heaved.  Tender-hefted^  i.e.  whofe  bofom  is  agitated  by  tender 
paHions.  Tl^e  formation  of  fuch  a  participle,  I  believe,  cannot 
be  grammatic^ly  accounted  for.  Shakefpeare  ufes  hefts  tor 
heai'ings  in  The  Winter'* s  Tale^  a6l  II.  Both  the  quartos  however 
read,  *'  vtn^^Xrhejtcd  nature  ;"  which  may  mean  a  nature  which 
IS  governed  by  gentle  difpofitions.  Heft  is  an  old  word  fignifying 
*  command.     So,  '\w  The  Wars  of  Cyrus  ^  &c.    1594: 

**  Mufl  yield  to  heft  of  others  that  be  free.  7 
Hefted  is  the  reading  of  the  folio.     Steevens. 

*      I         to  fcant  my  fiacs,]  To  contradl  my  allowances  or  pro* 
portions  fettled.     Johnson. 

Afzer  is  one  of  the  loweft  rank  of  ftudents  at  Cambridge, 
and  lives  on  a  flated  allowance. 
#* ,  Sizes  are  certain  portions  ot  bread,  beer,  or  other  vi^Vuals,  which 

in  public  focieties  are  fet  down  to  the  account  of  particular  per- 
fons  :  a  word  ilill  ufed  in  colleges.  So,  in  the  Return  from  Par^ 
pajjus :     . 

^'  You  are  one  of  the  devil's  fellow-commoners;   one  that 
Jizeth  the  devil's  butteries." 

'*  Fidlers,  fet  it  on  my  head ;  I  ufe  to  fze  my  mufic,  or  go 
•  on  the  fcove  for  it."     Return  from  Parnajfus, 

Size  fometimes    me^ns  company.     So,    in  Cinihia^s  Rcvengt^ 

f?  He 
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And,  in  conclufion,  to'Oppofe  the  bolt 

Againft  my  coming  in  :  thou  better  know'ft 

The  offices  of  nature,  bond  of  childhood,  » 

EfFedts  of  courtefy,  dues  of  gratitude ; 

Thy  half  o'the  kingdom  thou  haft  not  forgot. 

Wherein  I  thee  endow'd. 

Reg.  Good  fir,  to  the  purpofe,     [Trumpets  within^ 
Lear.  Who  put  my  man  i'  the  ftocks  ? 
Corn.  What  trumpet's  that  ? 

Enter  Steward. 

Reg.  I  know't,  my  fitter's :  this  approves  her  letter. 
That  Ihe  would  foon  be  here. — Is  your  lady  come.? 

Lear.  This  is  a  flave,  whofe  eafy-borrow*d  pride 
Dwells  in  the  fickle  grace  of  her  he  follows  :— • 
Out,  varlet,  from  my  fight ! 

Corn.  What  means  your  grace  ? 

Lear.  Who  ftock'd  my  fervant  ?    Regan,   I  have 
good  hope 
Thou  did'ft  not  know  on't. — Who  comes  here  ?  O 
heavens. 

Enter  Goneril. 

^  If  you  do  love  old  .men,  if  your  fvveet  fway 
Allow  obedience,  if  yourfclves  are  old. 

Make 

**  He  now  attended  with  a  barbaljfe^ 
*'  Of  fober  llatefmen,  &c." 
I  fuppofe  a  harhalfi%e  is  a  hearjed  company,     SteevENS, 
See  2Lfi%e  in  Minihew's  JbiBionary.     Toxlet, 
^  ^f  y^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  w^«,  if  your  fweet  fway 
PS\6^  ohcdiencCy  if  yourfelves  (ire  old^^ 
Mr.  Upton  has  proved  by  irrefiftible  authority,  that  to  aJIo'i^ 
fignifies  not  only  to  permit^  but  to  appro'vcy  and  has  defervedly 
replaced  the  old  reading,  which  Dr.  Warburton  had  changed  into 
hallo^vo  ohedience^   not  recolledlng   the  fcripture  expreffion,  Tht 
X<7r^  alloweth  the  righteous^  Pfalm  xi.  ver.  6.     So,  in  Greene's 
"^evcr  too  Late.  1616  ;  "  —Ihe  alkvjs  of  thee  for  love,  not  f<5r 

lufl.'^, 
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Make  it  your  caufe ;  fend  dow«,  and  take  my  part  !— 
Art  not  alham'd.to  look  upon  this  beard  ?—.[?(>  <]?(?». 
O,  Regan,  wilt  thou  take  her  by  the  hand  ? 

Gon.  Why  not  by  the  hand,  fir  ?    How  have  I 
offended  ? 
Airs  not  offence,  ^  that  indifcretion  findfi. 
And  dotage  terms  fo. 

Lear.  O, .  fides,  you  are  too  tough ! 
Will  you  yet  hold  ? — ^How  came  ray  man  i'  the 
flocks  ? 

Corn.  I  fet  him  fhere,  fir :  but  his  own  diforders 
Peferv'd  ^  much  lefs  advancement, 
^  .2>4r.  You  !  did  you  ? 

Reg^  '  I  pray  you,  father,  being  weak,  fi^m  fo. 

If, 

lull.'*  Again,  in  Grccnth  Farewell  to  Fffllie^  1617  :  **  I  allow 
thofe  pleafing  poems  of  Guazzo,  which  begin,  &c/*  Again, 
Sir  Tho.  North's  tfanflation  of  Plktttrch^  coaoerning  tHe  reception 
with  which  the  death  of  Cafar  met ;  **  diey  neither  greatly  re- 
proved, nor  allovjed  the  fad.'*  Dr.  Warburton  might  have  found 
the  emendation  which  he  propofed,  in  Tate's  alteration  of  King 
T.ear^  which  was  Ifirllpublifhed  ip  1687.     Steevens. 

•  ■'■  '  that  indifcretion  finds,]  Finds  is  here  ufed  in  the  fame 
fenfe  as.  when  a  jury  is  faid  to  find  a  bill,  to  Which  it  is  an  allu- 
fion.  Our  author  again  ufes  the  fame  word  in  the  fame  fenfe  in 
Hamlety  a6tV.  fc.  i : 

**  Why  \\i  found  foV    Edwards. 
To  find  is  little  more  than  to  think.    The  French  nfe  their 
word  trouver  in  the  fanie  fenfe  ;  ^nd  we  ftill  fay  f  find  vmt  te*- 
^ious,  or  I  ^//^ company  troublefome,  without  thinking  on  a  jury. 

Steevens. 

f  — jnuch  lefs  advancement]  The  word  adfuancement  is 

ironically  ^ifed  for  confpicuoufnefe  of  punifhment ;  as  we  now  fay, 
4!  man  is  advanced  fo  the  pillory.    We  fliould  read ; 

■  '■■  ' but  his  own  diforders 

""  Deferv'd  much  more  advancement.     Johnson. 
By  lefs  advance?nent  is  meant,  a  f!ill  worfe  or  more  difgraceful 
^fittjation  :  a  fituation  not  fo  reputable.     Perct. 

Cornwall  certainly  means,  that  Kent's  diforders  had  entitled  him 
feycn  a  poft  of  lefs  honour  than  the  ftocks.     SteEvens. 

*  /  pray  you^  father^  being  %\>eak^  feem  foS^  This  is  a  very 
odd  requeft.  She  furely  aiked  fometliing  mor^  reafonable.  We 
fiiould  read)    , 

«*  — beinjf 
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If,  'till  the  expiration  of  your  months 
You  will  retiirQ  and  fojourn  with  my  fitter, 
Difmiffing  half  your  train,  come  then  to  rte ; 
I  am  now  from  home,  and  out  of  that  provifiou 
Which  fliall  be  needful  for  your  entertainment. 

Lectp  Return  to  her,  and  fifty  men  difmlfs'd  ? 
*  No,  rather  I  abjure  all  roofs,  and  choofe 

To 

• 

-being  weak,  deenCt  fo. 
5.  e,  believe  that  my  hulband  tells  you  true,  that  Kent's  diforders 
deferred  a  more  ignominious  puniibment.    War  bur  ton.' 

The  meaning  is,  ^no&you  are  weak^  be.  content  to  think  your- 
felfweak.     No  change  is  needed.    Johnson* 
*  No,  rather  I  abjure  ail  roofs,  and  chufe 
'To  wage  againfi  the  enmity  o  the  air: 
To  he  a  comrade  'with  the  'voolfand  onvly 

'      'Necejjity^sjharp  pincb.-"*'^ ] 

Thus  ihould  thefe  lines  (in  the  order  they  were  read^  in  all  thtf 
editions  till  Mr.  Theobald's)  be  pointed :  the  want  of  which 
pointing  contributed,  perhaps,  to  millead  him  in  tranfpofing  the 
fecond  and  third  lines ;  on  which  imaginary  regulation  he  thus  de-* 
fcants.  *♦  Thie  breach  of  the  fenfc  here  is  a  manifeft  proof  that 
thefe  lines  were  tranfpofed  by  the  firft  editors.  .Neither  can  there 
be- any  fyntax  or  grammatical  coherence,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  \ne* 
fejjzty^s  Jbarp  pinch)  to  be  the  acciifative  to  ('ivage).^^  Butthfs  it 
fuppofing  the  verb  voage,  to  want  an  accufative,  which  it  doet 
pot,  To  tfjage^  or  nvazer  againjt  one\  was  a  common  expreffion^ 
and,  being  a  fpecles  of  ading  (namely,  ading  in  oppofitjon)  wai 
as  proper  as  to  fay,  a^  againfi  any  one.  So,,  to  'voage  againfi  thg 
enmity  o*  the  air,  was  to  flrive  or  light  againft  it.  Necpffify^sjbarp 
pinch y .  therefore,  is  not  the  accufative  to  'wage,  but  declarative  of 
the  condition  of  him  who  is  a  comratk  of  the  nmlf  afid4fwl;  ia 
which  the  verb  {is)  is  uiiderflood.  The  confequence  of  all  thit 
is,  that  it  was  the  iaji  editors,  and  not  xYiifirfi^  who  tr«nAH>fed 
the  lines  from  the  order  the  poet  gave  them :  tor  the  Oxibrd  6di-* 
tor  follows  Mr.  Theobald.    War?urton. 

To  Kvage  is  often  ufed  abfolutely  without  the  word  fcprlifttfr  kg 
^nd  yet  iignifies  to  make  war,  as  before  in  this  play : 
My  life  I  never  held  but  as  a  pawp 
To  wage  againfi  thine  enemies. 
The  fpirit  of  the  following  paflage  feems  to  be  loft  in  the  h;mdt 
of  both  the  commentators.     Itfliould,  perhaps,  be  pointed  thus  t 
To  be  a  comrade  of  the  wolf  and  owl,*fc-  ! 

Neceffity's  fharp  pinch  ! — 
f-hefe  hft  words  appear  to  be  tl^e   reflc<3ion  of  Lear  on  the 

/  wretched 
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To  wage  againft  the  enmity  o'  tbe  air ; 

To  be  a  comrade  with  the  wolf  and  owl,— 

Neceffity's  fliarp  pinch  ! Return  with  her  ? 

Why,  the  hot-blooded  France,  that  dowerlefs  took 
Our  youngeft  born,  I  could  as  well  be  brought 
To  knee  his  throne,  and,  fquire-like,  penfion  beg 

To  keep  '  bafe  life  afoot ; Return  with  her  ? 

Perfuade  me  rather  to  be  flave  *  and  fumpter 

To  this  detefted  groom.  [Looking  on  the  Steward. 

Gon.  At  your  choice,  fir. 

Lear.  Now  I  pr'ythee,  daughter,  do  not  make  mc 
mad  ; 
I  will  not  trouble  thee,  my  child ;  farcwel : 
We'll  no  more  meet,  no  more  fee  one  another  :— 
But  yet  thou  art  my  flelh,  my  blood,  my  daughter; 
Or,  rather,  a  difeafe  that's  in  my  flefh. 
Which  I  muft  needs  call  mine  :  thou  art  a  bile, 
A  plague-fore,  an  ^  cmboffed  carbuncle, 
In  my  corrupted  blood.     But  Til  not  chide  thee; 
Let  ihame  come  when  it  will,  I  do  not  call  it : 
I  do  not  bid  the  thunder-bearer  flioot, 
Nor  tell  tales  of  thee  to  high-judging  Jove  : 
Mend,  when  thou  canft ;  be  better,  at  thy  leifure : 
1  can  be  patient ;  I  can  ftay  with  Regan, 
I,  and  my  hundred  knights. 

Reg.  Not  altogether  fo,  fir; 

wretched  fort  of  exigence  he  had  defcribed  in  the  preceding 
lines.    Steevens. 

3  ■  >     ■  ^a/e life — ]  i.e.  Inay^rv/V*?  ftate.     Johnson. 

4  ««  and  fumpter']  Sumpter  is  a  horfc  that  carries  necefTaries  on  % 
journey,  though  fometimes  ufed  for  the  cafe  to  carry  them  in.— 
Vide  iJ.  and  Fletcher's  Noble  Gehtlemany  Sey ward's  edit.  vol.  viii. 
note  35  ;  and  Cupid* s  Revenge, 

**—  I'll  have  a  horfe  to  leap  thee, 
*'  And  thy  bafe  iffue  ihall  C2sry  fumpters.** 
Again,  in  Webfter's  Dutchefs  of  Malfy y  1623  : 
"  He  is  indeed  a  gn^rdtdi  fumpter-cloib 
**  Only  for  the  remove  o'the  court."    Steevens, 

5  ■  emhojfed  carbuncle']  Emhojfed  is  fvjeUing^  protuheranU 

Johnson, 

I  look'd 
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I  look'd  not  for  you  yet,  nor  am  provided 
For  your  fit  welcome  :  Give  ear,  fir,  to  my  fitter ; 
For  thofe  that  mingle  reafon  with  your  paflion, 
Muft  be  content  to  think  you  old;  aind  fo— — .  .     , 
But  Ihe  knows  what  fhe  does. 
Llear.  Is  this  well  fpoken  now  ?  . 
Keg.  I  dare  avouch  it,  fir :  What,  fifty  followers  ? 
Is  it  not  well  ?  What  fliould  you  need  of  more  ? 
Yea,  or  fo  many  ?  fith  that  both  charge  ^ind  danger 
Speak  'gainft  fo  great  a  number  ? .  How,  in  one  houfe. 
Should  many  people,  under  two  commands. 
Hold  amity  ?  'Tis  hard  ;  almoft  impoflible. 

Gon.  Why  might  not  you,  my  lord,  receive  at- 
tendance 
From  thofe  that  ihe  calls  fervants,  or  from  mine  ? 

Reg.  Why  not,  my  lord  ?  If  then  they  chanc'd  to 
flack  you. 
We  could  controul  them  :  If  you  will  come  to  me,. 
(For  now  I  fpy  a  danger)  I  Intreat  you 
To  bring  but  five  and  twenty ;  to  no  more 
Will  I  give  place,  or  notice. 

Lear.  I  gave  you  all—  • 

Reg.  And  in  good  time  you  gave  it, 

Lear.  Made  you  my  guardians,  my  depofitaries  ; 
But  kept  a  refervation  to  be  foUow'd 
With  fuch  a  number  :  What,  muft  I  come  to  you 
With  five  and  twenty,  Regan  ?  faid  you  fo  ? 

Regi  And  fpeak   it  again,   my  lord  ;    no  more 
with  me, 

Lear.  ^  Thofe  wicked  creatures  yet  do  look  well-' 
favoured. 

When 

•  Thofe  wicked  creatures yef  do  took  'uoeU-favour^d^ 

Wljen  others  m'e  more  wicked,—] 

Dr.  Warburton  would  exchange  the  repeated  epithet  vjtckcd 

,  liito  lA^iniied  in  both  places.     The  commentator's  only  obje£lioii 

to  the  linjcs  as  they  now  rtand,  is  the  difcrepancy  of  the  meta- 

fhoty  the  want  of  oppofition  between  wicked  and  well-favoured. 

But  he  might  have  remembered  what  he  fays  in  his  own  preface 

concern- 
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When  others  are  more  wicked ;  not  being  the.worft| 
Stands  in  fome  rank  of  praife :— ^I'll  go  with  thee; 

[ToChneriti 
Thy  fifty  y6t  doth  double  five  and  twenty. 
Arid  thou  art  twice  her  love. 

Gon.  Hear  me,  my  lord ; 
What  nefed  you  five  and  twenty,  ten,  or  five. 
To  follow  in  a  houfe,  where  twite  fo  many 
Have  a  command  to  tend  you  ? 

Rig.  What  need  one  ? 

Lear*  O,  reafon  not  the  need :  our  bafeft  beggars 
Are  in  the  pboreft  thing  fuperfluous  : 
Allow  not  nature  more  than  nature  needs, 
Man's  life  is  cheap  as  beaft's  :  thou  art  a  lady  j 
If  only  to  go  warm  were  gorgeous. 
Why,  nature  needs  not  what  thou  gorgeous  weap'ft> 
Which  fcarcely  keeps  thee  warm*— -But,  for  true 

need,— 
^  You  heavens,  give  me  that  patience,  patience  I  need! 
You  fee  me  here^  you  gods,  a  ^  poor  old  man^ 
As  full  of  grief  as  age  ;  wretched  in  both  ! 
If  it  be  you  that  ftir  thefe  daughters'  hearts 
Againft  their  father,  fool  me  not  fo  much 

concerning  mixed  modes.    Shakefpeare,  whofe  rtiind  was  more  in- 
teiU  updn  notions  than  words,  had  in  his  thoughts  the  pulchritude 
of  virtue,  and  the  deformity  of  wickednefs  ;  and  though  he  had , 
mentioned  ijoickednefs^  made  the  correlative  anfwer  to  defwmtji 

JOHNSONi 

A  limilar  tjiought  occurs  in  Cymhline^  a6t  V* 

-"  —it  is  I 

That  all  the  abhorred  things  o' the  earth  amend^ 
By  being  worfe  than  they.    Steevejts. 
This  paiTage,  1  think,  (hould  be  pointed  thils : 

^hofe  wicked  creatures  yet  do  lack  vjell-favour* d^  .         , 

When  others  are  more  i\.\icked*f  not  being  the  worji 
Stands  in  fome  ratik  of  praife. — 
That  is.  To  he  not  the  vjorft  deferves  ibme  praife.     T*Y|iwHiTt4 

^  r-foor  old  man^l  The  quarto  h?s,  poorgId/fiW» 

JoH^swc. 

To 
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To  bear  it  tamely  ;  •  touch  me  with  noble  anger  ! 

O,  let  not  women's  weapons,  water-drops. 

Stain  my  man's  cheeks ! — No,  you  unnatural  hags, 

I  will  have  fuch  revenges  on  you  both. 

That  all  the  world  fhall,— I  will  do  fuch  things',-^ 

What  they  are,  yet  I  know  not ;  but  they  Ihall  be 

The  terrors  of  the  earth.     You  think,  Til  weep : 

No,  ril  not  weep  :-*- 

i  have  full  caufe  of  weeping ;  but  this  heart 

Shall  break  into  a  hundred  thoufand  flaws. 

Or  ere  FU  weep  : — O,  fool,  I  Ihall  go  mad ! 

[^Exeunt  Lear'y  Gbjler,  Kent,  and  FooL 

Corn.  Let  us  withdraw,  'twill  be  a  ftorm. 

[^Storm  and  tempejt  heari» 

Reg.  Thishoufeis  little;  the  old  man  and  his  people 
Cannot  be  well  beftow'd. 

Gon.  'Tis  his  own  blame ;  he  hath  put  himfelf  from 
reft, 

»  m...^^touch  me  with  noble  anger  /]  If  would  puzzle  one  at  firft 
to  find  the  fenfe,  the  drift,  and  the  coherence  of  this  petition.  For 
if  the  gods  feut  this  evil  for  his  punifiiment,  how  could  be  ex- 
pc6l  that  they  fhould  defeat  their  own  defign,  and  affift  him  to 
revenge  his  injuries  ?  The  folution  is,  that  Shakefpeare  here 
makes  his  (peaker  allude  to  what  the  ancient  poets  tell  us  of  the 
misfortunes  of  particular  families  :  namely,  that  when  the  anger 
of  the  gods,  for  an  a6);  of  impiety,  was  raifed  againft  an  offend- 
ing houfe,  their  method  of  puniihment  was,  firft  to  inHame  the 
breafls  of  the  children  to  unnatural  a6ts  againft  their  parents  ; 
and  then,  of  the  parents  againil. their  children,  in  order  to  de- 
ftroy  one  another ;  and  that  both  thefe  outrages  were  the  in- 
iligation  of  the  gods.  To  confider  Lear  as  alluding  to  this  di- 
tinity,  makes  his  prayer  exceeding  pertinent  and  fine. 

War  BURTON. ' 
9  I  twill  do  fuch  things  ■ 

What  they  are^  yet  I  kno^v  not ;  ] 
■■  ■  magnum  eft  quodcunque  paravi, 

Quid  lit^  adhuc  dubito.         Ovid.  Met,  lib*  vu 

baud  quid  fit  fcio, 
Sed  grande  quiddam  eft.         Seneca:  Thyejies, 
Let  fuch  as  are  unwilling  to  allow  that  copiers  of  nature  mufl 
occafionaliy  ufe  the  fame  thoughts   and  expreftions,  remember, 
that  of  both  thefe  authors  there  were  early  tranflations. 

Steevens, 

And 
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And  muft  needs  tafte  bis  folly. 

Reg.  For  his  particular,  I'll  receive  him  gladly. 
But  not  one  follower. 

Gon.  So  am  I  purposed. 
Where  is  my  lord  of  Glofter  ? 

» 

Re-enter  Glofier. 

"  Corn*  FoUow'd  the  old  man  forth  :-^he  is  retucn'd. 
Clo.  The  king  is  in  high  rage. 
Corn.  Whither  is  he  going '  ? 
Gh:  He  calls   to  horfe ;    but  will  I  know  not 

whither. 
Corn.  *Tisbeft  togive  him  way;  he  leads  himfelf. 
Gon.  My  lord,  entreat  him  by  no  means  to  day. 
Gh.  Alack,  the  night  comes  on,  and  the  bleak 
winds 
*  Do  forely  ruffle ;  for  many  miles  about 
There's  fcarce  a  bulb, 

Reg.  O,  fir,  to  wilful  men. 
The  injuries,  that  they  themfelves  procure, 
Muft  be  their  fchool-mafters  :  Shut  up  your  doors; 
He  is  attended  with  a  defperate  train ; 
And  what  they  may  incenfe  him  to,  being  apt 
To  have  his  ear  abus'd,  wifdom  bids  fear. 

Corn.  Shut  up  your  doors,  my  lord ;   'tis  a  wild 
night ; 
My  Regan  counfels  well :  come  out  o*  the  ftorm. 

^Exeunt. 

*  JVlnther  Is  he  going  ? 

Glo.  He  calls  to  horfe  \  \ 
Omitted  in  tlie  quartos.     S  j  eevkxs. 

*  Do  forely  ruffle, ]  T  hus  the  folio.     The  quartos  read, 

Do  fore ly  ruJjVt  i.e.  )-ufk .     S  t  k  e  v  e  k  s , 


ACT 
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Act    lIL     SCENE    I. 

A  Heathi 

A  fioTM  is  heard,  with  thunder  and  lightnikg.     Ente^ 
Kenty  and  a  Gentleman^  fneetingi 

Kenh  Who*s  there>  befide  foul  weather  ? 

Gent.  One  minded  like  the  weather^    mofi  uu^ 

quietly. 
Kent.  I  know  you ;  Where's  the  king  ? 
Gent.  Contending  with  the  fretful  element ;» 
Bids  the  wind  blow  the  earth  into  the  fea> 
Or  fwell  the  curled  waters  'bove  the  main  % 
That  things  might  change,    or  ceafe  :  ^  tears  his 

white  hair ; 
Which  the  impetuous  blafls,  with  eyelefs  rage. 
Catch  in  thfeir  fury,  and  make  nothing  of  : 
Strives  in  his  little  world  of  man  to  out-fcorn 
The  to-and-firo-conflidting  wind  and  rain. 
*  This  night,  wherein  the  Gul>drawn  bear   would 
couch, 

^   The 

'  Or /well  the  curled  Waters  ^Me  r^^  main,]  I'he  main  fcema 
to  iignify  Here  the  main  landy  the  continent.  So,  in  Bacon^s  War 
^ith  Spain:  *'*'  In  1589^  we  tarned  challengers,  and  invaded  th^ 
main  of  Spain." 

This  interpre'tation  fets  the  two  bbjcds  of  Lear's  defire  in  pro-* 
per  oppofition  to  each  other.  He  wifties  for  the  deftrudtion  of 
the  world,  either  by  the  winds  blowing  the  land  into  the  waters^ 
or  raifing  the  waters  fo  as  to  overwhelm  the  land.     StbbVens. 

4  I  tears  his  'tvhiti  hair -^1  The  fix  following  verfes  were 

omitted  in  all  the  late  editions :  1  have  replaced  them  from  the 
firft,  for  they  are  certainly  Shake fpeare's.    Pope. 

The  firft  folio  ends  the  fpeech  at  change  or  ceafe^  and  bcgina^ 
again  at  Kent's  qucftion,  But  ^who  is  with  him  ?    The  whole 
fpeech  is  forcible,  but  too  loiig  for  the  occafioft,  and  properly 
tetreriched,    Johnson. 

*   This  nighty  wherein  ihe  Cub-drawn  tear  -^nJouU  cottch,"]  Cut" 
driarjm  has  been  explained  to  figni  fy  drawn  hj  nature  fo  its  young  ; 

Vol,  IX»  ^  g  whereas 
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I 

The  lion  and  the  belly-pinched  wolf 
Keep  their  fur  dry,  unbonneted  he  runs. 
And  bids  wkat  will  take  all. 

Kent.  But  who  is  with  him  ? 

Gent.  None  but  the  fdol ;  who  labours  to  out-jeft 
His  heart-ftruck  injuries. 
*'   Kent.  Sir,  1  do  know  you  ;       * 
And  dare,  upon  the  warrant  of  ^  my  note, 
Commend  a  dear  thing  to  you.     There  is  divifion, 
Althougli  as  yet  the  face  of  it  be  covered 
With  mutual  cunning,    'twixt  Albany  and  Corn- 
wall ; 
7  Who  have  (as  who  have  not,  that  their  gre^t  ftars 
Throne  and  fet  high  ?)  fervants,  who  ifeerti  no  lefs; 
Which  are  to  France  the  fpies  and  fpeculations 
Intelligent  of  our  ftate ;  what  hath  been  feen  % 


whereas  it  means,  w^hofe  dugs  are  dravon  dry  fy  its  young.  ^  For 
BO  anifnals  leave  their  dens  by  night  but  for  prey.  Sp  that  the 
meaning  is,  ^'  that  even  hunger,  and  the  fuppprt  of  its  young,, 
would  not  force  the  bear  to  leave  his  den  in  fuch  a  night.'*        ' 

Warburtok. 
Shakefpeare  has  the  fame  image  in  As  you  Like  It : 
"  A  lionefs,  ivitif  udders  ail  drawn  dry, 
**  Lay  couching  '* 

Again,  Ibidem : 

*'  YQo6.toi\\t  fuelled  and  hungiyXxontU.^^    Steevens. 
«  -_/j8y  notey"]  My  obfervation  or  your  character.   Johnsons 
The  quartos  read : 

— ; upon  the  warrant  of  my  art  / 

i,  e.  on  the  ilrcngth  of  my  Jklll  in  phifiognomy.      Steevens* 

.  7  Who  have  {as  ivho  have  not^ ]  The  eight  fubfequent 

▼crfes  were  degraded  by  Mr.  Pojje,  as  unintelligible,  and  to  no 
pjirpofc.  For  my  part,  I  fee  nothing  in  them  but  what  is  very 
eafy  to  be  underftood  ;  and  the  lines  feem  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
clear  up  the  motives  upon  which  France  prepared  hia  invafion ; 
nor  without  them  is  the  fenfe  of  the  context  complete. 

Theobald. 
The  quartos  oftiit  thefe  lines.    Steevens. 
"  *  —-^hat  hath  been  feen  ^1  What  follows,  are  the  circumftances 
in  the  fiate  of  the  kingdom,  of  which  he  fuppofes  the  fpies  gave 
France  the  intelligence.    Steevens. 

Either 
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^Either  in'fnuffs  and  packings  of  the  dukes;  ^ 

Or  the  hard  rein  which  both  of  them  have  borne 
Againft  the  old  kind  king ;  or  fomething  deeper. 
Whereof,  perchance^  thefe  '  are  but  furniihings  ;— 
[ '  But,  true  it  is, '  from  France  there  comes  a  power 

Into 

* 

^  Either  in  filufFs  ^r packings— —>]  Snuffs  atediilikcB,  suxd/^i* 
ings  underhand  contrivances. 
Sd,  in  Henry  IV.  firil  part  2  "  Took  it  in/»»/;"  and  in  King 

Edrjjord  III.  1599: 

**  TW\s packing  tvW^  we  both  (hall  tremble  for  it.'* 
Ag?iin,  in  Stanyhurft  8  ^/r^/7,  1581 : 

**  With  two  gods  packing  one  woman  filly  to  cozen. 
We  ftill  talk  of  packing  juries,  and  Antony  fays  of  Cleopatra, 
that  {he  has  "/a^iV  cards  with  Csefar."    Steevens. 

■  are  hut  fi^nifhings.]  Furnijbings  arc  what  we  now  cal 

edtours^  external  pretences^    Johnson. 

A  furnijh  anciently  fignified  a  fampU,  So,  in  the  Preface  td 
Greene's  Grdatfvjortb  of  PFlt^  1621  :  *^  To  lend  the  world  a 
ftrnijh  of  wit,  (he  lays  her  own  to  pawn,"    Steevens. 

**  Bui  true  it  is^  &c.]  In  the  old  editions  are  the  five  following 
lines  which  I  have  inferted  in  the  text,  which  feem  neceffary  to 
the  plot,  as  a  preparatory  to  the  arrival  of  the  French  army  with 
Cordelia  in  ad  IV.  How  both  thefe,  and  a  whole  fcene  between 
Kent  and  this  gentleman  in  the  fourth  a6^,  came  to  be  left  out 
in  all  the  later  editions,  I  cannot  tell ;  they  depend  upon  each 
Other,  and  very  much  contribute  to  clear  that  incident*  Pope. 
3  ■  /rom  France  there  comes  a  power 

Into  this  fcatter'd  kingdom  \  *wbo  already^ 

Wife  in  our  negligence^  havefecret  fea 

Infome  of  our  heft  ports.  — •  ] 
Scattered  kingdom^  if  it  have  any  fenfc,  gives  us  the  idea  of  a 
kingdom  fallen  into  an  anarchy :  but  that  was  not  the  cafe.  It 
fubmitted  quietly  to  the  government  of  Lear's  two  fons-in-law« . 
It  was  divided,  indeed,  by  this  means,  and  fo  hurt,  and  weak* 
ehM.  And  this  was  what  Shakefpeare  meant  to  fay,  who,  with- 
out doubt,  wrote :  ' 

fcathed  kingdom  ;  — — 
I.e.  hurt,  wounded,  impaired.  And  fo  he  frequently  ufesytv/f/^ 
for  hurt  or  damage.  Again,  what  a  ftrange  phrafe  is,  having  •• 
fia  in  aport^  to  fignify  a  fleet's  lying  at  anchor  ?  wh'fch  is  all  it 
can  fignify.  i  And  what  is  (t ranger  ftill,  zjecretfea^  that  is,  lying 
incognito,  like  the  army  at  Knight's  Bridge  in  The  Rehearfd. 
Without  doubt  the  poet  wrote : 

G  g  2  — ^hav© 


452         KING      L    E    A    R; 

Into  this  fcatter'd  kingdom ;  who  already. 
Wife  in  our  negligence,  have  fecret  fee 
In  fome  of  our  beft  ports,  and  are  at  point 


have  (ccret  feize 


In  Ibme  of  our  beft  ports  ^  ■  ■  ■ 
1,  e^  they  are  fecretly  fecure  of  fome  of  the  beft  ports,  by 
having  a  party  in  the  garrifon  ready  to  fecond  any  attempt  of 
their  friends,  &c.  The  exaftnefs  of  the  expreffion  is  remark- 
able ;  he  fays,  /ecret  /eize  in  fomcy  not  of  fome.  For  the  firft 
implies  a  confpiracy  ready  to  feixe  a  place  on  warning,  the  other, 
a  place  already  fei zed.     War  burton. 

The  true  ftate  of  this  fpeech  cannot  from  all  thefe  notes  be 
difcovered.  As  it  now  ftands  it  is  collected  from  two  editions : 
the  eight  lines,  degraded  by  Mr.  Pope,  are  found  in  the  folio," 
not  in  the  quarto  ;  the  following  lines  inclofed  in  crotchets 
are  in  the  quarto,  not  in  the  folio.  So  that  if  the  fpeech  be 
read  with  omiffion  of  the  former,  it  will  ftand  according  to  the 
lirft  edition ;  and  if  the  former  are  read,  and  the  lines  that  follow 
them  omitted,  it  will  then  ftand  according  to  the  fecond.  The* 
fpeech  is  now  tedious,  becaufe  it  is  formed  by  a  coalition  of 
both.  The  fecond  edition  is  generally  beft,  and  was  probably 
neareft  to  Shakefpeare's  laft  copy,  but  in  this  paflage  the  firft 
is  preferable ;  for  in  the  folio,  the  meflenger  is  i'ent,  he  knows 
not  why,  he  knows  not  whither.  I  fuppole  Shakefpeare  thought 
his  plot  opened  rather  too  early,  and  made  the  alteration  to  veil 
the  event  from  the  audience  ;  but  trufting  too  much  to  himfelf, 
and  full  of  a  fingle  purpofe,  he  did  not  accommodate  his  new 
lines  to  the  reft  of  the  (cene. — The  learned  critic's  emendations 
^re  now  to  be  examined.  Scattered  he  has  changed  to  fcaibedi 
iox fcatteredy  he  fays,  gives  the  idea  of  an  anarcJjy^  vohicb  <vjai 
Tiot  the  cafe.  It  may  be  replied  ^tfcathedgwt^  the  idea  of  ruin, 
wafte,  and  defolation,  'ojhicb  was  not  the  cafe.  It  is  unworthy 
a  lover  of  truth,  in  queftions  of  great  or  little  moment,  to  ex- 
aggerate or  extenuate  for  mere  convenience,  or  for  vanity  yet 
Icfs  than  convenience.  Scattered  naturally  means  divided^  unfet' 
tled^  difnnited. — Next  is  offered  with  great  pomp  a  change  oi  ftA 
to  feize  ;  b«t  in  the  firft  edition  the  word  is  fee^  for  hire^  in  the  . 
fenfe  of  having  any  one  in  fee^  that  ijs,  at  denfotion  for  money. 
'Fee  is  in  the  fecond  quarto  changed  t.ofee^  from  which  one  made 
fea  and  another y^/2;^.    Johnson. 

One  of  the  quartos  (for  thefe  are  two  that  differ  from  each  other, 
though  printed  in  the  fame  year,  and  for  the  fame  printer)  reads 
fecret  feet.     Perhaps  the  author  VfxolQ  fecret  foot^  \.  e.  footing. 
So,  Id  a  following  fcene  : 

what  confederacy  have  you  with  the  traitors 

Late  footed  in  the  kingdom  I    Stesy  £N8» 
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To  Ihew  their  open  banner, — Now  to  you : 

If  on  my  credit  you  dare  build  fo  far 

To  make  your.fpeed  to  Dover,  you  fliall  find 

Some  that  will  thank  you,  making  juft  report ' 

Of  how  unnatural  and  bemadding  forrow 

The  king  hath  caufe  to  plain. 

I  am  a  gentleman  of  blood  and  breeding. 

And  from  fome  knowledge  and  affurance,  offei* ,  . 

This  office  to  you.] 

Gent.  I  will  talk  further  with  you. 

Kent.  No,  do  not. 
For  confirmation  that  I  am  much  more 
Than  my  out  wall,  open  this  purfe,  and  take 
What  it  contains  :  If  you  Ihall  fee  Cordelia, 
(As  fear  not  but  you  Ihall)  ftiew  her  this  ring ; 
And  (he  will  tell  you  who  your  fellow  is 
That  yet  you  do  not  know.     Fie  on  this  ftorm ! 
I  will  go  feek  the  king. 

Gent,  Give  me  your  hand  :  Have  you  no  more  to 
fay? 

Kent.  Few  words,  but,  to  cffe&y  more  than  all  yet ; 
That,  when  we  have  found  ♦  the  king,  (in  which   « 

your  pain 
That  way  ;  TJl  this,)  he  that  firft  lights  on  him. 
Holla  the  other,  [Exeunt  fevertilly. 

♦  the  king^  in  vjhich  your  pain ^ 

ThatvJay^  nithis:  hethatfirfi^  &c. 
Thus  the  folio.     The  late  reading  : 

for  which  you  take 
That  way,  I  this,  ■ 

was  not  genuine.    The  quartos  read  : 

That  when  we  have  found  the  king, 

lie  this  way,  you  that,  he  that  firu  lights 

On  him,  hollow  the  other,    Steevens. 


G  g  3  SCENE 


1 
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S   C    E    N   E     II. 

Another  part  of  the  heath. 
Storm  JUL    Enter  Lear^  and  FooU 

JLear,  Blow,  winds,  and  crack  your  cheeks  t  rage  \ 

blow  ! 
You  catarads,  and  hurricanoes,  fpout 
^Till  you  have  drenched  pur  fteeples,  drawn*d  the 

cocks ! 
You  fulphutous  and  ^  thought-executing  fires. 
Vaunt-couriers  *  to  oak-cleaving  thunder-bolts. 
Singe- my  white  head  |  And  thou  all-ihaking  thunder, 
7  Strike  flat  the  thick  rotundity  o*  the  world  ! 
*  Crack  nature's  moulds ;  all  germens  fpill  at  once'^ 

That  make  ingrateful  man  ! 

« 

•  thought'executing-"'^']  Dqing  execution  with  rapiditjF 
equal  to  thought.     Johnson. 

•  f^aunt^couriers^'l  Aidant  couriers^  Fr.  This  phrafe  is  not  un- 
familiar to  other  writers  of  Shakefpeare's  time.  It  ori^ally 
ineant  the  foremoU  fcouts  of.  an  army.  So,  in  Jarvis  Markham's 
Englijh  Anadiay  1607  : 

— **  asfoon  as  the  ^x^vancurrer  encountered  him  face  to  face."* 
Again,  in  The  Tragedy  of  Mariam^^   1613  : 

**  Might  to  rtiy  death,  but  the  vaunt^currier  prove,** 
Again,  in  Darius:  1603  : 

**  Th'  avant'coroursi  that  came  for  to  examine.'^ 

Steevehs. 
^  Strike  j^/,  &c.]  The  quarto  reads, — Smite  &siU    Steeveks, 

•  Crack  nature^ s  moulds y  all  gcrmd^ns  Jpill  at  once']  Thus  all  thd 
editions  have  given  us  this  paifage ;  and  Mr.  Pope  has  explained 
germains  to  mean  relations^  or  kindred  elements.  But  the  poet 
means  here,  **  Crack  nature's  mould,  and  fpill  all  the  feeds  of 
matter^  that  are  hoarded  within  it."  To  retrieve'  which  fenfe 
we  muft  write  ^fr»w»f  from  ger men •  Our  author  not  only  ufa 
the  fame  thought  again,  but  the  word  that  afcertains  my  ezplica« 
tion,  in  The  Wtnter*s  Tale : 

"  Let  nature  crufti  the  (ides  o*  the  earth  together, 
**  And  mar  iht  feeds  within."    Theobald, 

Theobald  is  right.     So,  in  Macbeth : 

'i      ' .  **  and  the  fum 

•'  Of  nature's  ^tfr/«/aj  tumble  altogether,"    Steevens. 

FooL 
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Fool.  O  nuncle,  court  hol37-water '  in  a  dry  houfe 
'  is  better  than  this  rain-water  out  o'  door.     Good 
nuncle,  in,  and  afk  thy  daughters  blefling ;  here's  a 
night  pities  neither  wife  men  nor  fools, 

Lear.  Rumble  thy  belly  full  1  Spit,  fire  !  fpout, 
rain ! 
Nor  rain,  wind,  thunder,  fire,  are  my  daughters  : 
I  tax  not  you,  you  elements,  with  unkindnefs, 
I  never  gave  you  kingdom,  caird  you  children, 
*  You  owe  me  no  fubfcription  ;  why  then  let  fall 
Your  horrible  pleafure ;  '  here  I  ftand,  your  flave, 
A  poor,  infirm,  weak,  and  defpis'd  old  man  : — 
But  yet  I  call  3'ou  fervile  minifters, 
,  That  have  with  two  pernicious  daughters  joined 
Your  high- engendered  battles,  *gainft  a  head 
So  old  and  white  as  this.     O  !  O !  ♦  *tis  foul ! 

Fool.  He  that  has  a  houfe  to  put's  head  in,  has  a 
good  head-piece, 

^  r — ipill  **'  ^^ce.'i  To Jpill  is  to  deftroy.    So,  in  Gowcr  De 
Cdnfeffumc  Amantis^  lib.  iv.  fol.  67  : 

So  as  I  (hall  my(c\t /pilL    Steeveks. 
"  ^-^-^  court  /?ol)i'ivaier — ]  Ray,  among  his  proverbial  phrafcs, , 
p.  184,    mentions  couri  holy'Zvater  to  mean  fair  nvords.      The 
French  have  the  fame  phrafe.     Eau  henlte  dc  cour ;  fair  empty 
VQT^%,'-^Chamhaud*s  Dikionary.     Steevens. 
.*  Tou  (yvoe  me  no  fubfcription ;         ]  Suhfaription  for  obedience. 

Warburton, 
'  ^^"^Here  Iftandyour  flave,]  But  why  fo  ?  It  is  true,  he 
fays,  that  they  ovoed  him  no  fubfcription  ;  yet  fure  he  owed  them 
none.     We  Ihould  read  : 

■    '    Here  I  ftand  your  Irave  ; 
i.c.  I  defy  your  worft  rage,  as  he  had  faid  juft  before.     What; 
led  the  editors  into  this  blunder  was  what  ihould  have  kept  them 
out  of  it,  namely,  the  following  line  : 

A  poor,  mfirm,  weak,  and  defpis'd  old  man. 
And  this  was  the  wonder,  that  fuch  a  one  fhould  hranje  them  all. 

War  BUR  TON.'    ^ 
The  meaning  is  plain  enough,  he  was  not  ^t\x  flave  by  right 
orcompaft,  but  by  neceffity  and  compulfion.    Why  fhotfla  a 
paiTage  be  darkened  forjhe  fake  of  changing  it?    Befides,  of 
hrave  in  that  fenfe  I  remember  no  example.     Johnson. 
*       ■   ^t  is  foul.]  Shameful;  dilhonourable.    Johnson. 

G  g  4  The 


" 
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^e  cod-piece  that  will  houfe^ 

Before  the  head  has  any : 
The  head  and  hejhall  louje  ;-— 

^  So  beggars  marry  many. 
The  man  that  makes  his  toe 

What  he  his  heart  Jhould  make, 
Shall  of  a  corn  fry,  woe  ! 

And  turn  hisjleep  to  wake. 
i— for  there    was  never  yet  fair  woman,    but  IJie 
pia^e  mouths  in  a  jglafsy 

Enter  Kent. 

Lear.  *  No,  I  will  be  the  pattern  of  all  patience, 
I  will  fay  nothing. 

Kent.  Who's  there  ? 

Fool.  Marry,    here's    grace,    and   a  codrpiece^j 
jthat's  a  wife  man,  and  a  fool. 

Kent.  Alas  fir,  *  are  you  here  ?  thinjgs  that  love 
night, 
JLove  not  fuch  nights  as  thefe ;  the  wrathful  fkies 
^  Gallow  the  very  wanderers  of  the  dark. 
And  make  them  keep  their  cave^  :  Since  1  was  man, 

5  So  heggars  marry  manyJ]   i.e.  A  beggar  marries  a  vyifc  ai^d 
Jicc,    Johnson. 

•  No^  I  will  he  the  pattern  cf  all  patience^ 
I  nx)  ill  fay  nothing»'\ 
So  Pcrillus,  in  the  old  anonymous  play,  fpeaking  of  Leir  : 
**  But  he,  the  myrrour  of  mild  patience, 
^*  Puts  up  all  wrongs,  and  never  gives  reply."  Steevens, 
^  -?rtf«^  tf  cod-piece,  that^s  a  imfe  man  and  afooL'\  Alluding 
perhaps  to  the  faying  of  a  contemporary  wit ;  that  there  is  nodif^. 
fTction  helow  the  girdle*    Steevens. 

*  .^^...^areyou  ^^r^/'--— The  quartos  read— ^/  you  here  ? 

Steevens. 
^  Gallow  t^e  very  ivanderers  of  thf  dark^"]    Gallow y  2l  weft-? 
fpuntry  word,  lignifics  to  fcare  or  frighten.     Wazburton. 

So,  th(5  Somprfetfhire  proverb:  "  The  dunder  do  Ftf/Zy  the 
beans."  Beans  are  vulgarly  fuppofed  to  flioot  up  faficr  after 
tbuflder-ftorms,    Sf^EyENS^ 

Such 
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Buck  iheets  of  fire,  fuch  burfts  of  horrid  thunder. 
Such  groans  of  roaring  wind  and  rain,  I  never 
Remember  to  have  heard :  man's  nature  cannot  carry 
The  afflidion,  nor  the  '  fear. 

Lear.  Let  the  great  gods. 
That  keep  *  this  dreadful  pother  o*er  our  heads. 
Find  out  their  enemies  now.    Tremble,  thou  wretch. 
That  haft  within  thee  undivulged  crimes, 
Unwhipt  of  juftice  ;  Hide  thee,  thou  bloody  hand  ; 
Thou  perjur'd,  and  '  thou  fimular  man  of  virtue 
That  art  inceftiious  :  Caitiff,  to  pieces  Ihake, 
^  That  under  covert  and  convenient  feeming 
Haft  pradtis'd  on  man's  life ! — Clofe  pent-up  guilts,' 
Rive  your  *  concealing  continents,  *  and  cry 

Thefc 

^  -— ^tfr.]  60  the  folio :  the  later  editions  read,  \wth  the 
quarto,  force  ^ovfear^  Icfs  elegantly.     Johkson. 

*  ^'^^ this  dreadful  pothct^-'^']  Thus  one  of  the  quartos  and 
the  folio.    The  other  quarto  reads  thuru^ring^ 

The  reading  in  the  text,  however,  is  an  expreilion  common. 
^  others.     So,  in  the  Scornful  Lady  of  B.  and  Fletcher: 

**  fain  out  with  their  meat,  and  kept  apudder^ 

,ST£EVfiN8, 

'  ^~^--^thou  fimular  of  virtueyl  Shakefpeare  has  here  kept  ex- 
^\y  to  the  Latin  propriety  of  the  term. .  1  will  onljr  pbferve, 
that  our  author  feems  to  have  imitated  Skelton  in  makmg  a  fub* 
llantive  oi  Jimular^  as  the  other  did  of  dijimular: 
With  other  foure  of  theyr  affyny te, 
Dyfdayne,  ryotte,  diffymuler^  fubtylte.'*— *?^tf  Bougi 
of  Courte.     Warburton. 

The  quartos  read  fimular  man^  and  therefore  Dr.  Warburton's 
note  might  be  fpared.     Steevens. 

♦  That  under  covert  and  cony tmtnt  feeming y'l  Convenient  needs 
not  be  underwood  in  any  other  than  its  ufual  and  proper  fenfe  ; 
ficcommodatf  to  the  prefent  purpofe  j  y«//<af3/f  to  a  defign.  Con^ 
fvenient feeming  is  appearance  fuch  as  may  promote  his  purpofe  to 
deftroy.     JoH]tfspN. 

5  — concealing  continents,—]  Continent  ftands  for  that  which 
fontains  or  inclofes.     Johnson. 

Thus  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra : 

Heart,  once  be  ftronger  than  thy  continent ! 
Again,  in  Chapman's  tranilation  of  the  Xllth.  Book  of  Homer's 

"I  toi4 


i 


■-te» 
■f 
X 


45«        K    r    N    O      L    E    A    K. 

Tbefe  dreadful  fummoners  grace. — I  am  a  man  % 
More  finn'd  ag^inft,  than  finniiig. 

KifU*  Alack,  bare-headed  ! 
Gracious  my  lord,  hard  by  here  is  af  hovel; 
Some  friendlhip  will  it  lend  yoti  'gainft  the  tempeft  j 
Repofe  you  there  :  while  I  to  this  hard  houfe, 
(More  hard  than  i^  f  he  ftone  whereof  *tis  raisM  j 
Which  even  but  now,  demanding  after  you, 
Dcny'd  me  to  come  in)  return,  and  force 
Their  fcanted  courtefy. 

LeoTe  My  wits  begin  to  turn.— ^— 
Come  on,  my  boy :  How  dofty  my  boy  ?  Art  cold  f 
J  zm  cold  myfelf.— Where  is^  this  ftraw,  my  fellow  ? 
The  art  df  our  neceffities  is  ftrange. 
That  can  make  vile  things  precious.     Come,  your 

hovels- 
Poor  fool  and  knave,  I  have  *  one  pajrt  in  my  heart 
That's  forry  yet  for  thee. 

Fool,   9  He  that  has  a  Uttk  tiny  mit^-^ 

fVith  heigh y  ho,  the  wind  and  the  rain-^ 

Mujl 

**  I  told  our  pilot  that  paff  other  men 
**  He  moft  muft  bear  firm  fpirits,  fince  he  fwray'd' 
**  The  continent  that  all  OuY  fpirits  convey'd.  &c/* 
The  qliartos  ready  concealed  centers^     Steevens. 
*  _— — and  cry 

Thefe  dreadful  fum  monefs  grace, ] 

Summoners  are  here  the  officer^  that  fummon  offenders  before  % 
proper  tribunal.    Steevens. 

'  I  am  a  many']  Oedipas,  in  Sophocles,  reprefents  himfelf  ifl| 
th^  fame  light.    Oedip.  Colon,  v.  258. 
'  roty  B^oc  fia 

n«9W»$dT*  «n  jXoMov  1}  h^^uKora^      T YR WH ITT. 

*— ■     •  ■  one  part  in  my  heart  &c.]  Some  editions  read. 

-~^ thing  in  my  heart* ; 

from  which  Hanmer,  and  Dr.  Warburton  aftfer  him,  have  madt ' 
ftying^  very  unneceffariiy  \  both  the  copies  have  part. 

Johnson, 
The  old  quartos  read, 

That y^rrcwj  yet  for  thee.  .  Steevens. 
^  He  that  has  a  little  tiny  'uoit^ — ]    I  fancy  that  the  fecond 
iine  of  this  ftanza  had  once  a  termination  that  rhymed  with  tbe 

fourth 
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Mufi  make  content  with  hh  fartmesfit  i 
For  the  rain  it  raineth  every  day. 
Ijar.  True,  my  good  boy.r— Cooie,  bring  us  t^ 
this  ^vel.  [Exit. 

Fook  This  isr  a  brave  night  to  cpoi  a  couftezah. 
^  ril  fpeak  a  prophecy  cr^  I  go : 

Whea 

fourth ;  but  I  can  only  fancy  it ;  bx  both  th&  copies  agree*    It 
was  once  perhaps  written. 

With  heigh  ho,  the  wind  and  the  rain  in  his  way.  . 
The  meaning  feems  likewile  to  require  this  infertion.  <<  He 
ikAt  has  wit,  however  imall,  and  finds  wind  andmn  mhis  way^ 
xnuil  content  himfelf  by  thinking,  that  fomewhere  or  other  ii 
raineth  every  day^  and  others  are  therefore  fuffermg  like  hitpfelf,^ 
Yet  I  am  afraid  that  all  this  is  chimerical,  for  the  burthen  ap- 
pears again  in  the  fong  at  the  end  of  Twelfth  Nighty  and  feems  to 
have  been  an  arbitrary  fupplcment,  without  any  refcreoce  to  the 

ifcofc  of  the  fotlg.      Jo  H  N  SOK  . 

*  r  II /peak  a  prophecy  ere  I  go: 

When  priejts  are  more  in  'words  than  matter  ;, 

JVhen  brewers  marr  their  malt  nx)ith  water  i 

When  nobles  are  their  tailors*  tutors ; 

No  heretics  hurr^d^  hut  wenches* fuitors  ; 

When  every  cafe  in  law  is  right ; 

if  of  quire  in  dehi^  nor  no  poor  knight ; 

Whenflanders  do  not  live  in  tongues^ 

And  cut  purfes  come  not  to  throngs ; 

When  ufurers  tell  their  gold  iUhefieU^ 

And  haivds  and  whores  do  churches  hulldl, 

Thenjhall  the  realm  of  Albion 

Come  to  great  confufion* 

Then  comes  the  time^  who  lives  iofee^t^ 

That  going  Jhall  he  us^d  with  feet*  ] 
The  judicious  reader  will  obfcrve  through  this  heap  of  nonienfe 
dnd  confuiion,  that  this  is  not  one  but  two  prophiecies.     The  firfl:, 
a  fatyrical  defcription  of  tht  prefent  manners  as  future:  and' the 
fecond,  a  fatyrical  defcription  of  future  manners^  which  the  cor^ 
ntption  of  the  prefent  would  prevent  from  ever  happening.     Each 
^  or  thefe  prophecies  has  Its  proper  inference  or  deduftion  :  yet, 
by  an  unaccountable  ftupidity,  the  firft  editors  took  the  whole  to- 
be  all  on«  prophecy,  and  fo  jumbled  the  two  contrary  inferences 
together.     The  whole  then  (hould  be  read  as  follows,  only  pre- 
mifmgthat  the  firft  line  rswcorrupted  by  thz  lofs  of' a  word— ^>» 
fve  Igo^  is  not  EngliHi,  and  fhould  be  helped  thus  : 

i :.,  X.  ni 
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When  priefts  are  more  in  word  than  matter; 
When  brewers  mar  their  malt  with  water ; 

*  When  nobles  are  their  tailors'  tutors  ; 

*  No  heretics  burn'd,  but  wenches'  fuitors : 
Then  comes  the  time,  who  lives  to  fee't. 
That  going  Ihall  be  us*d  with  feet, — 
When  every  cafe  in  law  is  right ; 

No  fquire  in  debt,  nor  no  poor  knight ; 
When  flanders  do  not  live  in  tongues ; 
Nor  cut-purfes  come  not  to  throngs  ; 
When  ufurers  tell  their  gold  i*  the  field ; 
And  bawds,  and  whores,  do  churches  build ;— • 
Then  ihall  the  realm  of  Albion 
Come  to  great  confufion. 


1. 1*11  fpeak  a  prophecy  or  Hvo  ere  I  go  : 

When  priefts  are  more  in  words  than  matter  ; 

When  brewer»  marr  their  malt  with  water  ; 

When  nobles  are  their  tailors*  tutors ; 

No  heretics  burnt,  but  wenches'  fuitors ; 

Then  comes  the  time,  who  lives  to  fce't, 

That  going  ihall  be  us*d  with  feet. — /.  r.    Kaw» 
is.  When  every  cafe  in  law  is  right ; 

No  fquire  in  debt,  and  no  poor  knight ; 

When  llanders  do  not  live  in  tongues. 

And  qut-purfes  come  not  to  throngs ; 

When  ufurers  tell  their  gold  i*  the  field, 

And  bawds  and  whores  do  churches  build  ; 

Then  ihall  the  realm  of  Albion 

Come  to  great  confufion. — i.e.  Never.    Warburtoit. 

The  (agacity  and  acutenefs  of  Dr.  Warburton  arc  very  confpi- 
CHOiiis  in  this  note.  He  has  difentangled  the  confufion  of  the 
paffag?,  and  I  have  inferted  his  emendation  in  the  text.  Or 
t^er  is  proved  by  Mr.  Upton  to  be  good  Englifh  ;  but  the  con* 
troverfy  was  not  necejflTary,  for  or  is  not  in  the  old  copies. 

JOHNSOK. 

*  When  nohles  are  their  tailon*  tutors;}  i. e.  Invent  fafliions  for 
^em.    Warburton. 

^  No  heretics  bum*dy  but  ivenches*  fuitors ;"]  The  difeafe  to  which 
tveuches^  fuitors  are  particularly  expofed,  was  called  iu,  Shake- 
fpearc's  time  th^  breunlng  or  burning*    JomfSOKt 

This 
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♦  This  prophecy  Merlin  Ihall  make ;  for  I  live  before 
hh  time»  j^ExiU 

SCENE    III. 

Jn  apartment  in  Glofter^s  caftle^ 

Enter  Glq/ier,  and  Edmund. 

Glo.  Alack,  alack,  Edmund,  I  like  not  this  un^^ 
natural  dealing :  When  I  defir'd  their  leave  that  I 
might  pity  him,  they  took  from  me  the  ufe  of  mine 
own  houfe ;  chargM  me,  on  pain  of  their  perpetual 
difpleafure,  neither  to  fpeak  of  him,  entreat  for  him, 
nor  any  way  fuftain  him. 

Edm.  Moft  favage,  and  unnatural ! 

Gb.  Go  to  ;  fay  you  nothing :  There  is  divifion 
between  the  dukes ;  and  a  worfe  matter  than  that :  I 
have  received  a  letter  this  night ;— *tis  dangerous  to 
be  fpoken. — I  have  lock'd  the  letter  in  my  clofet : 
thefe  injuries  the  king  now  bears  will  be  revenged 
home;  there  is  part  of  a  power  already  , footed  : 
we  muft  incline  to  the  king.  I  will  feek  him,  and 
privily  relieve  him  :  go  you,  and  maintain  talk 
with  the  duke,  that  my  charity  be  not  of  him  per- 
ceived :  If  he  alk  for  me,  I  am  ill,  and  gone  to 
bed.  If  I  die  for  it,  as  no  lefs  is  threatened  me, 
the  king  my  old  mafter  muft  be  relieved.  There  is 
fome  ftrange  thing  toward,  Edmund ;  pray  you,  be 
carefuK  [^Exit. 

♦  Tins  frophecy'-'^l  This  prophecy  is  not  in  the  quartos. 

Thenjhall  the  realm  of  Albion 

Ccme  to  great  confufionJ\ 
Thefe  lines  are  taken  from  Chaucer.    Puttenham^.m  bis  Art  of 
V^tiry^  1589,  quotes  them  as  follows  : 

**  When  faith  fails  in  prieftes  faws, 

*  *  And  lords  hefts  are  holden  for  laws, 

**  And  robbery  is  tane  for  purchafe, 

**  And  letchery  for  folace, 

**  Thenjhall  the  realm  of  Albion 

^J  Be  krought  to  great  confupon^^    St£E  vsni. 

Edm. 


Edfh.  This  courtefy^  forbid  thee,  ihall  the  duke 
Inftftticly  know ;  and  of  that  letter  too  : — 
This  Teems  a  fair  deferying,  and  muft  draw  me 
That  which  n^y  father  lofes ;  no  lefs  than  all : 
The  younger  rifes,  when  the  old  doth  fall,      [Exiii 


SCENE        IV. 

A  part  of  the  heath,  with  a  hovel. 

1  _  * 

Enter  Lear^  Kent,  and  Fool. 

*  Kent.  Here  is  the  place,  my  lord ;  good  my  lord^ 

enter : 
The  tyranny  of  the  open  night*s  too  rough 
For  nature  to  endure.  {^Stormfiill 

Lear.  Let  me  alone. 
Kent.  Good  my  lord,  enter  here^ 
Lear.  Wilt  break  my  heart  ? 
Kent,  rd  rather  break  mine  own :  Good  my  lord^ 

enter. 
Lear.  Thou  think'ft  'tis  much,  that  this  contentious 
ftorm 
Invades  us  to  the  fkin  :  fo  'tis  to  thee  ; 
But  where  the  greater  malady  is  fix'd^ 
The  lefler  is  fcarce  felt  K     ThouMft  ihun  a  bear  5 
But  if  thy  flight  lay  toward  the  ^  raging  fea, 
Thou'dft  meet  the  bear  i*  the  mouth.     When  thcf 

mind's  free. 
The  body's  delicate  :  the  temped  in  my  mind 

5  Sut  ivhere  the  greater  malady  is  fix' J j 

The  lejfer  is  fcarce  filt.]  •  '  - 

So,  in  Spenfer*8  Faery  ^ueen^  b*  I.  c.  vi. 

"  He  lefler  pangs  can  bear  who  hath  endur'd  the  chief.** 

Steev£k#. 
•   <^  .         .         raging^tf,  ]  Such  is  the  reading  of  that  whkh  ap- 
pears to  be  the  elder  of  the  two  quartos.    The  other,  with  the 
folio,  reads, — roaring fm^    Steevens.    ^  ,    .,    * 

Doth 
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* 

Doth  from  my  fpnfes  take  all  feeling  elfe. 
Save  what  beats  there. — Filial  ingratitude  ! 
Is  it  not  as  this  mouth  fliould  tear  this  hand. 
For  lifting  food  to't  ? — But  I  will  punifli  home  :~i 
No,  I  will  weep  no  more. — In  fuch  a  night  ^ 
To  Ihut  me  out ! — Pour  on  ;  I  will  endure  :— 
In  fuch  a  night  as  this  !  O  Regan,  Goneril  I — 
Your  pld  kind  father,  whofe  frank  heart  gave  you 

all,- 
0,  that  way  madnefs  lies ;  let  me  fliun  that ; 
Nq  more  of  that,-^^-, — ^ — r 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  enter  here. 

Lear.  Pr'ythee,  go  in  thyfelf ;   feek  thine  Qwn 
eafe ; 
This  tempeft  will  not  give  me  leave  to  ponder 
On  things  would  hurt  me  more. — But  Til  go  in  : —    ' 
•In,  boy^   go  firft.-^[^  the  Fool.'}  You  houfelefa 

poverty, — 
Nay,  get  thee  in#    V\l  pray,  and  then  Til  lleep. — 

[Fool  goes  in., 
Poor  naked  wretches,  wherefoe'er  you  are, 
Th^t  bide  the  pelting  of  this  pitilefs  ftorm. 
How  fhall  your  houfelefs  heads,  and  unfed  fides. 
Your  loop'd  and  window'd  raggednefs  %  defend  you 


•In fuch  anight 


ToJhutmeoutJ'^Pcurony  I 'will  endure  :^-^ 
Omitted  in  the  quartos.     Steevens. 

^  In^  h^;  go  firft» ]  Thefe  two  lines  were  added  in  ttie  . 

author's  revifipn,  and  are  only  in  the  folio.  They  are  very  ju- 
diciouily  intended  to  reprefent  that  humility,  or  tcndernew,  of 
negiedl  of  forms,  which  affli6tion  forces  on  the  mind. 

Johnson. 
^  '"         window'd  raggednefs-^^ 

So  in  the  Amorous  War^  1648  : 

fpare  me  a  doublet  which 


Hath  linings  in't,  and  no  glafs  nxjindows.^ 
'fhis  alluiion  is  as  old  as  the  time  of  Flautus^  in  one  of  whofc 
plays.it  is  found. 
Again,  in  the  comedy  already  quoted : 

**  ■     .   .  this  jerkin 

'*  1$  wholly  made  of  dpors.**    Steevens. 

From 
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From  feafbns  fuch  as  thcfe  ?  O,  I  have  ta'erf 
Too  little  care  of  this  !  Take  phyfic,  pomp  ; 
Expofe  thyfelf  to  feel  what  wretches  feel ; 
That  thou  may*ft  fliake  the  fuperflux  to  them. 
And  Ihew  the  heavens  more  juft, 

Edg.  {withtnJ]  Fathom  and  half ',  fathoitlandhalfl 
Poor  Tom ! 

Fool  Come  not  in  here,  nuncle,  here's  a  fpirit. 
Help  me,  help  me !  [The  Fool  runs  outfrqui  the  hovel 

Kent.  Give  me  thy  hand. — Who's  there  ? 

FooL  A  fpirijt,  a  fpirit ;   he  fays  his  name's  pool' 
Tonif. 

Kent.  What  art  thou  that  doft  grumble  there  i'tk 
ftraw  ? 
Come  forth. 

Enter  Edgar ,  dijguifed  as  a  madman^ 

Edg*  Away  !  the  foul  fiend  follows  me  !— 
Through  the  Iharp  hawthorn  blows  the  cold  wind.-^ 
*  Humph  !  go  to  thy  cold  bed,  and  warm  thee. 

Lear.  Halt  thou  given  all  to  thy  two  daughters '  ? 
And  art  thou  come  to  this  ? 

Edg.  Who  gives  any  thing  to  poor  Tom  ?  whom 
the  foul  fiend  hath  ♦  led  through  fire  and  through 
flame,  through  ford  and  whirlpool,  over  bog  and 

'  Fathomy  &c.]  This  fpeech  of  Edgar  is  omitted  in  the  quartos. 
He  gives  the  fign  ufcd  by  thofe  who  are  founding  the  depth 
at  fea.    Steevens. 

*  Humph  /  go  to  thy  ^^i/— ]  So  the  folio.    The  quarto^ 
Go  to  thy  cold  bed  and  warm  thee.    Johnsok. 
So,  in  the  introdu6lion  to  the  Taming  of  aShretv^  SfyCzySj  **  ^ 
to  thy  cold  bed  and  warm  thee."     A  ridicule,  I  foppofe,  on  feme 
paiiage  in  a  play  as  abfurd  as  the  ^panijb  Tragedy •     Steevens, 

3  Hajl  thou  given  all  to  thy  tivo  daughters  ?  J  Thus  the  quartos* 
The  folio  reads,    DJdfi  thou  glife  all  to  thy  daughters  T 

Steevens. 

*—  led  through  fire  and  through  fiame^ — ]  Alluding  to  the 
rgrih  fatuus^  fnppoled  to  be  lights  kindled  by  mifchievous  beings 
to  icad  travellers  into  deilrudtion.    Johnson* 

quag- 
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quagmire ;  that  hath  ^  laid  knives  under  his  pillow^ 
and  halters  in  his  pew ;  fct  ratfbane  by  his  porridge ; 
made  him  proud  of  heart,  to  ride  on  a  bay  trotting 
horfe  over  four-inch'd  bridges,  to  courfc-his  own 
fliadow  for  a  traitor  2 — *  Blefs  thy  five  wits  !  Tom's 
a-cold, — O,  do  de,  do  de,  do  de.— Blefs  thee  from 


5  —^  idiJkni*oes  knJer  his  pilJoOo^^'^l  He  i1*count8  the  temp- 
tations b}^  which  he  was  prompted  to  fuidde ;  the  opportunities 
of  defhoying  himfelf,  which  onen  occurred  to  him  in  his  melan- 
choly moods.    Johnson. 

Sfaakeipeatt  round  this  charge  ngainfl:  thb  fiend,  with  many 
others  0/  the  fame  nature,  in  Harfenet's  Declaratiotty  end  hat 
ufed  the  very  words  of  it.  The  book  was  printed  in  1603*  See 
Dr.  Warburton*8  note,  a6l  IV.  fc.  i. 

Infernal  fpirits  are  always  reprefented  as  urging  the  wretched  to 
felf-deftru£tion.    So,  mT>T»Faiifius^  1604: 

**  Swords,  poifons,  halters^  and  entrenomM  ileet^ 

**  Are  laid  before  me  to  difpatch  myfelf."    STEEVENSe 

« 3/^  thy  ji've  w/'/j.]  So  the  ^^t.  fenfes  were  called  by  our 

old  writers.     Thus  in  the  veiy  ancient  interlude  of  The  Fyve' 
Elements^  one  of  the  characters  is  Senfual  Appetite^  who  with  great 
£mplicity  thus  introduces  himfelf  to  the  audience :  ^ 

**  I  am  callyd  fenfual  apetyte, 
"  All  creatures  in  me  delyte, 

**  I  comfort'e  the  i^tfys  jvve  j 
**  The  taflyng  fmelling  and  herynge 
**  I  refreflie  Ac  fyghtc  and  felyng^ 
**  To  all  creaturs  alyve.'* 
Sig.  fi.  iij.  Percy. 

So  again,  in  Every  Man^  a  Morality  ; 

**  Every  man,  thou  arte  made,  thoU  haft  thy  nKyttesfy^Jc^^ 
Again,  in  Hycke  Scorner : 

"  I  have  fpent  amys  my  ny  ivittes** 
Again,  in  the  Interlude  of  the  Four  Ekfhents^  by  John  Raftell, 

**  Brute  beftis  have  memory  and  their  i\.yttesji've** 
Again,  in  the  firft  book  of  Gower  De  Confeffione  Amantis  : 
.  **  As  touchende  of  my  'odittesjive,       Steevens. 
Shakefpeare,  however,  in  his  141ft  Sonnet  (i^ems  to  haveconfi-* 
dcred  the  Jwe  ivitSy  as  diftindl  from  the  fenfes : 

*'  But  my  five  ivits^  nor  my  five  fenfes  can 

'*  Diftuade  one  fooiifli  heart  from  fcrring  thee,"  MXlons. 


Vol.  IX.  H  h  whirl- 
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whirlwinds^   ftar-bkifting,  and  ^  taking !   Do  poor 

Tom  fonie  charity,  whom  the  foul  fiend  vexes :— i 

There   could  I  have  him  now, — and  there, — and 

there, — knd  there  again,  and  there.  [^SiormfiiU. 

Lear.  What,  have  his  daughters  brotight  him  to 

this  paft ) — 

Could'ft  thou  fave  nothing?  Didft  thou  give  them  all? 

Fool.  Nay,  he  rcferv'd  a  blanket,  elfe  we  had  been 

all  ihamed. 

Ltar.  Now,  all  the  plagues  that  in  the  pctuiulous  air 
Hang  fated  o'er  men's  faults,  light  on  thy  daughters ! 
KenU  He  hatji  no  daughters,  fin 
Lear.  Death,  traitor!  nothing  coold  have   fub- 
du'd  nature 
'to  fuch  a  lown^fs,  but  his  unkind  daughters.-— 
Is  it  the  faihion,  that  difcarded  fathers 
Should  have  thus  little  mercy  on  their  flefli  ? 
Judicious  punilhment !  'twas  this  flelh  begot 
Thofe  *  pelican  daughters. 

E^.  Pillicock  fat  on  pillicock-hill  ;— 
Halloo,  halloo,  loo,  loo! 

FooL  This  cold  night  will  turn  us  all  to  fools  and 
madmen* 

Edg.  Take  heed  o*  the  foul  fiend  :  Obey  thy  pa- 
rents ;  keep  thy  word  juftly ;  fwear  not ;  commit 

'  — /iiiJ/'/ig'/— ]  To  take  18  to  blaft,  or  ftnkc  with  malignant 
influence : 

flrike  her  young  bones. 
Ye  taking  airs,  with  lamencfs,     Johnson* 
«  pelican  daughters^]  The  young  pelican  is  fabled  to 

fuck  the  mother^s  blood.    Johnsok. 

So,  in  Decker's  Honeft  fThore^  1630,  fecond  part : 
'*  Shall  a  (illy  bird  pick  her  own  breall  to  nouriCh  faer  youi^ 
ones?  the felican  does  it,  and  (hall  not  I?^ 
Again,  in  Love  in  a  Maze^  1632  : 

•'*  The  pelican  loves  not  her  young  fo  well 

**  That  digs  upon  her  breaA  a  hundred  i^rings." 

not 
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not  ♦  with  man's  fworn  fpoufe ;  fet  not  thy  fweet 
heart  on  proud  array : — Tom's  a*cold, 

Ijeqr.  What  haft  thou  been  ? 

Rdg.  A  fecvuig^man,  proud  in  heart  and  mind ; 
that  curi'd  my  hair, '  wore  gloves  in  my  cap,  ferv'd  thf 
luftof  my  miftrefs's  heart,  and  did  the  a£t  of  darknef^ 
with  her :  fwore  as  many  oaths  as  I  fpake  words,  and 
broke  them  in  the  fwcet  face  of  heaven :  one,  thatflept 
in  the  contriving  of  luft,  and  wak'd  to  do  it :  Wine 
Jbv'd  I  deeply ;  dice  dearly ;  and  in  woman,  out- 
paramour'd  the  Turk  :  Falfe  of  heart,  *  light  of  ear, 
bloody  of  hand ;  ^  Hog   in   floth^   fox  in  ftealth^ 

wolf 

9  Commit  not^  &c.]  The  word  commit  is  ufed  in  this  fenfe  by 
Middleton,  in  Women  heware  Women : 

**  His  weight  is  deadly  who  commits  with  ftrumpets,*' 

Steeveks. 

«  wore  gloves  in  my  cafy^-^l  i.e.  His  miftrefs's  favours  : 

which  was  the  falhion  of  that  time.  So  in  the  play  called  Cam'- 
taj^ :  •*  Thy  men  turned  to  women,  thy  foldiers  to  lovers^ 
gloves  worn  in  velvet  caps^  inftead  of  plumes  in  graven  helmets,'* 

Warbxjrton, 

It  was  anciently  the  cufbm  to  wear  gloves  in  the  hat  on  three 
diHindt  occafions,  viz.  as  the  favour  of  a  mifbefs,  the  memorial 
of  a  friend,  and  as  a  mark  to  be  challenged  by  an  enemy.  Prince 
Henry  boafls  that  he  vaill  fluck  a  glove  from  the  commoneft  crea* 
ture^  and  fix  it  his  helmet ;  and  Tucca  fays  to  fir  Quintilian,'  ia 
Decker^ s  Satiromqfiix :  ^ 

♦*  —Thou  (halt  wear  her  ^Zwe  in  thy  worfhipful  hat^  like 
to  a  leather  brooch :"  and  Pandora  in  Lylly's  Woman  in  the 
Moon  J  1597  : 

**  he  that  firft  prefents  me  with  his  head, 

**  Shall  wear  my  glove  in  favour  of  the  deed." 
Portia,  in  her  aiTuraed  charadter,  alks  Baflanio   for  his  gloves^ 
which  ihe  fays  (lie  will  voear  for  his  fake :  and  King  Henry  V, 
gives  the  pretended  glove  of  Alen9on  to  Fljellen,  which  after- 
wards, occaiions  his  quarrel  with  the  Englifh  foldier.     Steevens. 

*  — --light  of  ear ^ ]  i.e.  Credulous.     Warburton. 

Not  merely  credulous^  but  credulous  of  evil^  ready  to  receive 
mialicfious  reports.    Johnson. 

'  -^'^Hoginflothy  fox  inflealth^  vjolf  in  greedinefs^2)CcJ]  The 
Jcfuits  pretended-to  caft  the  (even  deadly  (ins  out  of  Mainy  in 
the  (hape  of  thofii  animals  that  reprefenced  them  $  acid  before 
each  was  cail  out,  Mainy  by  geilures  adted  that  particular  fin  ; 

H  h  a    '  curl- 
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wolf  in  greedinefs,  dog  in  madnefs,  lion  in  prey. 
Let  not  the  creaking  of  Ihoes,  nor  the  ruftling  of 
filks,  betray  thy  poor  heart  to  women  :  Keep  thy 
foot  out  of  brothels,  thy  hand  out  of  plackets  % 
thy  pen  from  lenders*  books  ^,  and  defy  the  foul 
fiend. — Still  through  the  hawthorn  blows  the  cold 
wind  :  *  Says  fuum,  mun,  ha  no  nonny,  dolphin 
my  boy,  boy,  Seffy  ;  let  him  trot  by.      {Storm JlilL 

Lear. 

curling  bi3  hair  to  fhew  pride ^  vomitiftg  for  gluttony ^  gaping  and 
fnoring  for  Jloth^  &c. — Harfenet's  book,  pp.  z:jg^  280,  &€• 
To  this  prpbably  our  author  alludes.     Steevens 

♦  thy  hand  out  of  plackets.]  It  appeareth  from  the  folfaw* 

ing  paflage  in  Any  Thing  for  a  quiet  Ltfey  a  filly  comedy,  that 
placket  doth  not  fignify  the  petticoat  in  general,  but  only  the 
aperture  therein  ;  **  — between  which  is  difcovered  the  open  part 
which  is  now  called  the  placket,"  Bayly  in  his  DiHi&nary^  g^veth 
the  (ame  account  of  the  word. 

Yet  peradventure,  our  poet  hath  fome  deeper  meaning  in  the 
Winter* 5  Tale^  where  Autolycus  faith—**  You  might  havepinch'd 
9, placket^  it  was  fenfelefs."    Amner.  , 

5  Thy  pen  from  lenders*  hoksj]  So,  in  All  Foolsj  a  comedy  by 
Chapman,  1605  : 

**  If  I  hut  write  my  name  in  mercer^  hooks^ 

*'  I  am  as  fure  to  have  at  fix  months  end 

**  A  rafcal  at  my  elbow  with  his  mace,  &c.**   Steevbks. 

6  ■  Says  fuumy  mtfn^  nonny ^  &c.]  Of  this  paflage  I  can 
make  nothing.  I  believe  it  corrupt ;  for  wildnefs,  not  non- 
fenfe,  is  the  effedt  of  a  difordered  imagination.  The  quarto 
reads,  hi^  no  on  ny^  dc^ijis^  tny  hoy^  ceafe^  let  him  trot  fy.  Of 
interpreting  this  there  is  iv>t  much  hope  or  much  need.  But 
any  thing  may  be  tried.  The  madman,  now  counterfeiting  a 
proud  fit^  ^pofes  himfelf  met  on  the  road  by  fome  one  that 
difputes  the  way,  and  cries  Hey  f-^No — but  altering  his  mind, 
condefcends  to  •  let  him  pafs,  and  calls  to  his  boy  Dolphin  (Ro- 
dolph)  not  to  contend  with  him.  On — Dolphin^  my  ioyy  ceaft* 
Let  him  trot  hy.    Johnson. 

The  reading  of  the  quarto  is  right.  Hey  no  nonny  is  the 
burthen  of  a  ballad  in  The  Tivo  Nolle  Kinfmen^{{?i\i  to  be  written 
by  Shakefpeare  in  conjundion  with  Fletcher)  and  was  probably 
common  to  many  others,  ^he  folio  introduces  it  into  one  of 
Ophelia*  siongs. 

Dolphiny  my  hoy^  wy  hoy^ 
Ceafey  let  him  trot  hy  ; 
It  feemeth  not  that  fuch  a  foe 
From  me  or  you  would  fly. 

This 
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Lear^  Why  than  were  better  in  thy  grave,  thai\ 
to  anfwer  with  thy  uncovered  body  this  extremity  of 
the  ikies,— Is  man  no  more  than  this  ?  Confider  him 
well :  Thou  owed  the  worm  no  filk,  the  bead  no 
hide,  the  Ihcep  no  wool,  the  cat  no  perfume  :*^ 
Ha !  here's  three  of  us  are  fophifticated  ! — Thou 
art  the  thing  itfelf :  unaccommodated  man  is  no 
more  but  fuch  a  poor,  bare,  forked  animal  as  thou 
art. — Off,  off,  you  lendings : — Come  ^ ;  unbutton 
kerc— -  [^Tearing  off  his  clothes. 

FooL  Pr'ythee,  nuncle,  be  contented;  this  is  a 
naughty  night  to  fwifn  in, — Now  a  little  fire  in  a 
wild  field,  were  like  an  old  lecher's  heart ' ;  a  fmall 

fpark, 

.  This  18  a  fianza  fi'om  a  vety  old  ballad  written  on  fome  battle 
fought  in  Fran<;e,  during  which  the  king,  unwilling  to  put  the 
fufpedted  valour  of  his  fon  the  Dauphitiy  i  e.  Dolphin  (io  called 
and  ipelt  at  thofe  times)  to  the  trial,  is  reprefented  as  defirous  to 
i^ftrain  him  from  any  attempt  to  eilablifh  an  opinion  of  his  cou- 
rage on  an  advcrfary  who  wears  the  leaft  appearance  of  ftrcngth  ; 
and  at  laft  aflifts  in  propping  up  a  dead  body  againfl  a  tree  for 
him  to  try  his  manhood  upon.  Therefore  as  different  cham- 
pions are  luppofed  eroding  the  field,  the  king  always  difcovers 
fome  objection  to  his  attacking  each  of  them,  and  repeats  thefe 
two  lines  as  every  frefh  perfonage  is  introduced. 
Dolphin^  my  hoy^  my  hoy^  &c. 
The  fong  I  have  never  fteii,  but  had  this  account  from  ^n 
old  gentleman,  who  was  only  able  to  repeat  part  of  it,  and  died 
before  I  could  have  fupppfed  the  difcovery  would  have  been  of  the 
leaft  importance  to  me.— As  for  the  yfov6i%yfaysfuum^  mun^  they 
are  only  to  be  found  in  the  firfl  folio,  and  were  probably  added 
by  the  players,  who,  together  with  the  compoQtors,  were  likely 
^nough  to  corrupt  what  they  did  not  under ftand,  or  to  add  more 
of  their  own  to  what  they  already  concluded  to  be  nonfenfe* 

Steevens. 
(^okes  cries  out  in  Bartholomcvo  Fair : 

**  God's  my  life  !— He  (hall  be  Dauphin  my  hey  /*'  Farmer. 
•  Come  I  unbutton  here. "]  Thus  the  folio.    One  of  the  quartos 
reads  : 

Come  on^  he  true.    Steevens, 
^  an  old  lecher* s  heart.']  This  image  appears  to  h^ve  been 

Imitated  by  fi.  and  Fletcher  in  the  Humourous  Lieutenant ) 

<*  an  old  marCs  loofc  defire 

♦*  Is  like  the  glow-worm's  light  the  apes  fo  wonderM  at ; 

H  b  j         '     '  **  Which 
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fparky  ajid  all  the  reft  of  his  body  cold. — Look^  hrtrc 
comes  a  walking  fire. 

Edg.  This  is  the  foul  fiend  '  Flibbertigihbet :  he 
begins  at  curfew,  and  walks,  'till  the  firft  cock ;  he 
gives  the  •  web  and  the  pin,  fquints  the  eye,  and 
makes  the  hare-lip  ;  mildews  the  white  wheat,  ted 
hurts  the  poor  creature  of  earth. 

5  Saint  fVtthold  footed  thrice  t^e  woid ; 
He  met  the  night-mare ^  and  her  nine-fotd ; 

Sid 

«*  Wliich  when  tlj^y  gathcrM  fticks,  and  laid  upon*t, 
•*  And  blew  and  blew,  turn'd  tail,  and  went  out  J>rcfcni:ly;" 

Steevens. 
»  — -*i7/3^rr//^/W^/ ;— —  ]  Wc  arc  not  much  acquainted  with 
tills  fiend.     Latimer  in  his  fermons  menticins  htm  ;   and  Hey- 
wood,  among  his  fixte  hundred  of  Ef/gramsj  edit  1576,  hastbe 
following,  Of  calling  one  Flehergthct :  . 

**  T\iO\x  Fleiergihet^  Flebetpht^  thou  wrfctchi 
**  Wotteft  thou  whereto  laft  part  of  that  word  doth  ftretch  ? 
**  Leave  that  word,  or  Tie  bade  thee  with  a  lib^ ; 
**  Of  all  woords  I  hate  woords  that  end  with  gibet.** 

Steevem. 
«*  Frateretto,    Fltherdigihet^  Hoberdidancc,  Tocobatto,  were 

four  devils  of  the  round  or  morice Thefe  fbur  had  forty 

ailiilants  under  them,  as  themfelves  doe  confefTe/'  Harjaut^ 
p.  49.     Percy. 

*  IV eh  and  the  pin ^ ]  Difeafes  of  the  e)*.     Johwsok, 

So,  in  E^very  Woman  in  her  Humour^  1600.  One  of  the  charac- 
ters is  giving  a  ludicrous  defcription  of  a  lady*s  face,  and  wbeft 
be  comes  to  her  eyes  he  fays,  *'  a//»  and  web  irgent  in  hair  da 
roy."    Steevens. 

«  Swithold footed  thrice  the  oXd  ^]  The  old^  my  ingeniotte  frliwd 
Mr.  Biftiop  fays,  muft  be  nvold,  which  fignifes  a  dowc,  orground| 
hilly  and  void  of  wood.    Theoeauj. 

Sai,it  Withold  footed  thrice  the  ivald^ 
He  met  the  night-marey  and  her  nine-fold, 
Hid  her  alight ^  and  her  troth  flighty 
And  aroynt  thee^  nvitchj  arqynt  thee  .'3 
Wc  ihould  read  it  thus ; 

Saint  Withold  footed  thrice  the  wold. 
He  met  the  night-mare,  and  her  name  iotS^ 
Bid  her  alight,  and  her  troth  plight, 
And  aroynt  thee,  witch,  aroynt  theer/^^/. 
LCf  S«nt  Withold  traverfing  the  w^/</ori/^w;iJ,  tttt  tie  night- 


Bid  her  alight ^ 
And  her  troth  plight^ 
Andy  Arcynt  thee^  witch,  aroynt  thee  ! 

Kent.  How  fares  your  grace  ? 

Enter 

WMitt ;  who  baving  tdd  her  name,  he  obliged  her  to  alight  from 
tbofe  perfons  whom  (he  rides,  and  plight  btr  troth  to  do  no  more 
mifchief.  This  is  taken  from  a  ftgry  of  him  in  his  legend.  Hence 
\k  was  invoked  as  the  patron  faint  againft  that  diilemper.  And 
thefe  verfee  were  no  other  than  a  popular  charm,  or  night-J^U 
Agliiiifi  the  Epialtea*  The  lafl  line  is  the  formal  ex^ration  4>r 
apoftrophe  of  the*fp^ker  of  the  chari|i  to  th^  wi|ch,  ar^nt  {hft 
rightj  1.  e.  depart  forthwith,  Bedlatps.  gipfies,  and  fuch  like 
Yagabonds,  ufed  to  fell  thefe  kinds  of  (pells  or  charms  to  the 
■|>oopie.  They  were  of  various  kinds  for  various  diforders.  We 
have  another  of  them  in  the  MMifitw.Xbomui  of  Fletober,  wbidi 
he  exprefsly  calls  a  night-jpellj  and  is  in  thefe  words  : 

**  Saint  George,  Saint  George,  our  lady's  knight, 

**  He  walks  by  day,  fo  he  does  by  night ; 

**  And  when  he  had  her  found,  ■ 

^'  He  her  beat  and  her  bound ; 

♦*  Vlii51  to  him  btr  troth  Jbc  plight  J 

•*  She  would  not  ftir  from  him  that  night/* 

Warbur-ton. 
This  is  likewife  one  of  the  **  magical  cures**  for  the  incfiJ^its^ 
quoted,  with  little  variation,  by  Reginald  Seott  in  his  Difcwery 
of  Witchcraft^   i  ^^/^*     Steevens, 

In  theoid  quarto  the  corruption  is  fuch  ^s  may  deferve  to  be 
noted.  *^  Switbald  footed  thrice  the  olde  anelthu  night  moore 
and  her  nine  fold  bid  her,  O  light  and  her  troth  plight  and 
arint  thee,  with  arinttbee."    Johnson. 

Her  ninefold  feems  to  be  put  (for  the  fake  of  the  rime)  inilefd 
of  her  ninefoalsm  I  cannot  find  this  adventure  in  the  common  ie« 
gend  of  St.  Yitalis,  who,  I  fuppofe,  is  here  called  St.  Withold. 

Tyrwhitt. 
Sbakefpeare  might  have  met  with  St.  Withold  in  the  old  Ipu- 
tious  play  of  King  John^  where  this  iaint  is  invoked  by  a  Frap- 
cifcan  friar.  The  w^/i/ 1  fuppofe  to  be  the  true  reading.  So  in 
the  Coventry  Colle&ion  of  Myjieries^  Muf.  firiu  Vefp.  .1).  vui, 
.p.  93,  Herod  fay^  to  one  of  his  officers  : 

**  Seyward  bolde,  walke  thou  on  H»olde^ 
^  "  And  wyfely  behold  all  abowte,  &c.'* 
Dr.  Hill*s  reading,  the  coid^  is  the  reading  of  Sfr.  X*te  in  his  al- 
teration of  this  play  in  i68u    Steevens. 

Hh  4  It 
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Enter  Glofter^  with  a  torch. 

Lear.  What's  he  } 

JKient.  Who*s  there  ?  What  is't  you  feek  ? 

Gh.   What  are  you  there  ?  Your  names  ? 

Edg.  Poor  Tom ;  that  eats  the  fwimining  frog, 
the  toad,  the  tadpole,  the  wall-newt,  and  the  water'- 
'  newt ;  that  in  the  fury  of  his  heart,  when  the  foi^l 
fiend  rag^s,  eats  cow-dung  for  fallets ;  fwallows  the 
old  rat,  and  the  diteh-rdog ;  drinks  the  green  mantle 
of  the  {landing  pool  j  who  is  *  whipt  from  tything 
to  ty thing,  and  flock'd,  punilh*d,  and  imprifon'd; 
who  hath  had  three  fuits  to  his  back^  fix  Ihirts  to  his 
.body,  hprfe  to  ride,  and  weapon  to  wear, 

\t  18  pleaf^nt  to  f^p  the  various  readitigs  of  thi^  pailage.  In  % 
book  called  th^  AHor^  which  has  been  afcribed  to  Dr,  Hill,  it  is 
quoted  **  Sivithin  footed  thrice  the  coldJ*  Mr.  Colman  has  it  ii 
}iis  alteration  of  iL^/sr, 

**  S^within  footed  thrice  the  'voorW* 
The  ancient  reading  is  the  olds :  which  is  pompoufly  corrected  by 
Mr.  Theobald,  widi  the  help  of  his  friend  Mr.  fiifhop,  to  the 
tvolds :  in  fa6^  it  is  the  fame  word.  Spelman  writes,  Burtm  vfqn 
elds:  the /r<7<z^7»r/<ar/ pronunciation  is  mW  tlit  oks :  and  that  pip« 
.  bably  was  the  vulgar  orthography.  Let  us  read  then, 
*    '   .  ^^/.  ^H/J^/?  footed  thrice  the  ^/«, 

He  met  the  night-mare,  and  Her  lintfoles^  &c.'* 

.        ^  Farmer, 

I  was  furprifed  to  fee  in  the  Affendix  to  the  lail  edition  of 
Shakefpearo,  that  my  reading  of  this  paflage  was  **  Swithin  footed 
thrice  the  world***  I  have  ever  been  avcrfe  to  capricious  va- 
riations of  the  old  text  5  and,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  rhimfe, 
as  well  as  the  fenfe,  would  have  induced  me  to  abide  by  it.  World 
was  merely  an  error  of  the  prefs.  Wold  is  a  word  ftill  m  ufe  in  the 
North  of  England  ;  fignifying  a  kind  of  down  near  the  fea.  A 
large  trad  of  country  in  the  ^ft-Riding  of  Yorkftiire  is  called  the 
tf^outds.  *  Colman.'  " 

'  -♦  --J — 'tvohiptfroht  tything  to  tything,  "  ]  A  tything  is  a  di* 
Tiiion  of  a  f^lace,  a  diflri6t ;  the  fame  in  the  country,  as  a  ward  in 
the  city.    In  the  Saxon  times  everjr  hundred  was  divided  into 

'  ^things. '  SVEEVENS, 
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* 

But  mtcey  and  rats,  andfuch  '^  fmall  deer^ 
Have  been  Tom* s  food  for  feven  long  year. 

Beware  my  follower  : — Peace,  Smolkin  ^ ;   peace, 
thou  fiend ! 
Glo.  What,  hath  your  grace  no  Ijetter  company  I 
^dg.  The  prince  of  darknefs  is  f^  gent|ema4  ^  f 
'  Modo  he'3  taU'd,  and  Mahu, 

Cb. 

\  .y^Mall  deer^  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  reads  geer^  and  19 

followed  by  J)u  Warbuiton.    But  Aer  in  old  language  is  a  ge<» 
lieral  word  for  wild  'animals.    Johnson. 

Mice  and  rats  andfuch  fmall  J^ere  » 

Hanfc  h^en  TonC  s  food  for  f even  long  y  ear eJ^ 
%is  diftich  has  excited  the  attention  of  the  critics*  Inflead  of 
deere^  Dr.  Warburton  would  read,  ge'er^  and  Dr.  Grey  cheer* 
The  ancient  reading  is,  however,  eftabiiilied  by  the  old  metriciil 
rpmance  of  Sir  Bevis,  whic^i  Shakefpeare  had  probably  often 
heard  fung  to  the  harp,  and  to  which  he.elfewhere  ajludes,  as  in 
thf  followmg  inttances ; 

^'  As  Pevis  ofSmtthampton  fell  upon  Afcapart.** . 

Hen.  VI.  Aa  II. 
Again,  Hen.  VIII.  Aft,  I, 

•«  That  jfftfv/j  was  believM/' 
This  diftich  is  part  of  a  defcription  there  given  of  the  hard- 
ftips  fuffered  by  Bevis  when  confined  for  feven  years  in  a  dun-? 
j;eon; 

.**  Rattes  and  myce  and  fuch  fmal  dere 
"  Was  his  meate  that  feven  yere." 
Sig,  F.  iij.  =  Percy. 

.  ^  '-^Peaccy  Smolkin,  peace^ — ]  **  TJie  names  of  other  punic 
fpirits  caft  out  of  Traytord  were  thefe :  Hilco,  Smolkin^  Hillio, 
&c."    Harfenet,  p.  49.    Pbrcy. 

^  The  prince  of  darknefs  is  a  gentleman ;]  This  is  fpoken  in  re- 
fentmcnt  of  what  Glofter  had  juft  faid —  '*  Has  your  grace  no 
•#?//«•  company  ?"    Steevens. 

*  Modo  he^s  calPdy  and  Mahu."}  So  in  Harfenet's  Declaration^ 
Maho  was  the  chief  devil  that  had  pofleflion  ot  Sarah  Williams ; 
but  another  of  the  pofl'efled,  named  Richard  Mainy,  was  molefted 
by  a  Hill  more  coniiderable  fiend  called  Modu.  See,  the  book  al« 
ready  mentioned,  p.  268,  where  the  faid  Richard  Mainy  depofes: 
^*  Furthennore  it  is  pretended,  that  there  remaineth  ftill  in  mee 
the  prince  of  all  other  devils,*  whofe  name  fhould'  be  Modu  ;'*  he 
jl  Clfewhere  called,  **  the  prince  ,ilii?^« ;"  fo,  p.  269,  *'*When 

the 
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Gh»  Our  flejh  and  bloody  my  lord»  is  grown  fo 
vile. 
That  it  doth  hate  what  gets  it. 

Edg.  Poor  Tom's  a-cold. 

Gh.  Go  in  with  me ;  my  duty  cannot  fuffcr 
To  obey  in  all  your  daughters*  hard  commands : 
Though  their  injunftion  be  to  bar  my  doors. 
And  let  this  tyrannous  night  take  hold  upon  you ; 
Yet  have  I  ventured  to  come  feek  you  out. 
And  bring  you  where  both  fire  and  food  is  ready, 

Lear.  Firft  let  me  talk  w^th  this  jphilofQphcr  ;— 
What  is  the  caufc  of  thunder  ?    ' 

Kent.  My  good  lord,  take  bis  dficr; 
Go  into  the  houfe. 

Lear.  Til  talk   a  word  with  this  fame  Jeamed 
Theban  '  :— 
What  is  your  ftudy  ? 

Edg.  How  to  prevent  the-fiend,  and  to  kill  vermin. 

Lear.  Let  me  alk  you  one  word  in  private. 

Kent.  Importune  him  once  more  to  go,  my  lord, 
His  wits  begin  to  unfettle. 

Gh.  Canft  thou  blame  him  ?  [Storm fiiJL 

His  daughters   feek  his  death  :«-*Ah,    that  gooa 

Kent ! — 
He  faid,  it  would  be  thus  >— Poor  banifli'd  man  !— 
Thou  fay*ft,  the  king  grows  mad;  V\\  tell  thee,  friend, 
I  am  almoft  mad  myfelf :  I  had  a  fon, 
Now  out^law'd  from  my  blood ;  he  fought  my  fife, 
But  lately,  very  late ;  I  lov*d  him,  friend,— 
No  father  his  fon  dearer  :  true  to  tell  thee, 

the  faid  prScfls  bad  difpatched  thei re  i^uimds  at  Ybxkwj  (wfaeie 
they  had  been  exorcifing  Sara  Williams)  they  then  retiinied  to« 
wards  mee,  uppon  pretence  to  caft  the  great  pnnce  Mtidu  •  •  •  out 
fatt.**    Steeven8, 

*  -learned  Theban.^  Ben  Jonfon  hi  hia  Mafque  0/  Bafi 

Annwerfafy^  has  introduced  a  Tinker  whom  he  calk  a  karnU 
TbebaHy  perhaps  in  ridicule  oi  this  pa(&ge.    S>rj^v^ifS» 

The 
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The  grief  hath  craz*d  my  wits.  What  a  night's  this » 
I  do  befeech  your  grace,— 

Lear.  O,  cry  you  mercy,  fir  :— - 
Noble  philofopher,  your  company. 

Edg.  Tom's  a-cold. 

Glo.  In,  fellow,  there,  to  the  hoVei :  keep  thee- 
warm. 

hear.  Come,  let's  in  all. 

Kent.  This  way,  my  lord. 

Lear.  With  him ; 
I  will  keep  ftill  with  my^  philofopher. 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  footh  him ;  let  him  takfethQ 
JFcllow. 

Gh.  Take  him  you  on. 

Kent.  Sirrah,  come  on ;  go  along  with  us* 

Jjear.  Come,  good  'Athenian. 

Gh.  No  words,  no  words ;  hufll. 

Mdg.  '  CbiU  Rowland  to  the  dark  tower  came. 

His  Word  was  ftilly Fie^  fi)h^  andfum^, 

IJhieU  the  Ikod  of  a  £riti/h  mafh  f  Exeunt. 

SCENIC 

'  Child  R&wland  ■  ■  ]  In  the  old  times  of  chivalry,  .the 
Doble  youth  who  were  candidates  for  knighthood,  during  t^e 
feafon  of  their  probation^  were  called  Infdns^  Varkts^  Damoyfcls^ 
Bacheiien*  The  moft  noble  of  the  youth  particularly,  Jnfanu 
Here  a  flory  is  told,  in  fome  old  ballad,  of  the  famous  hero  atiS 
giant-killer  Roland,  before  he  was  knfghted,  who  is,  therefore, 
called /»/2iffi;  which  the  ballad-maker  tranilated,  Child  Roland. 

Warbuilton. 
This  word  is  in  fome  of  our  ballads.    There  is  a  fong  of 
Child  Walter^  and  a  L'ad^*    Johnson. 

Eeaumoht  and  I'Tetcher,  in  The  WomaiCs  Prize,  refer  alfo  to 
this: 

<A         ,    .1  a  mere  hobby -horfe 
/'*  She  mdde  the  Child  Rovjland:^ 
In  Rave  with  you  to  Saffron  Walden^  or  Gdh-iel  Hafv^s  Huht 
tsTJp^  159^*  P^^  ^f  thefe  lines  repeated  by  Edgar  is  quoted : 
^^  — »a  pedant,  who  will  find  matter  Ihough  to 'dilate  a  whdle 
d^ye  of  the  firft  invention  of 

.     **  Fy,  fa.  Turn, 
^«  I  flpell  the 'block!  of  an  Engliihman.^ 
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SCENE    V, 

.    Glqfier*s  cafiU. , 

'EMttr  Cornwall^  and  Edmund. 

Corn.  I  will  have  my  revenge,  ere  I  depart  his  houfc, 

Edm.  How,  my  lord,  I  may  be  cenfur'd,  that  na- 
ture thus  gives  way  to  loyalty,  fprn^thing  fears  me 
to  think  of. 

Corn*  I  now  perceive,  it  was  not  altogether  your 
brother's  evil  difpofition  made  him  feelc  his  death ; 
*  but  a  provoking  merit,  fet  a-work  by  a  reprovable 
badnefs  in  himfelf. 

Edm.  How  malicipus  is  my  fprtpn?,  th^t  I  muft 
rppent  to  be  juft  !  This  is  the  letter  which  he  fpokc 

^tenfer  often  ufes  the  word  chlld^  to  fignify  a  prince,  or  a  youth* 
j(ul  knight.     Sp,  in  the  Faerie  ^een^  Book  v ,  c.  xi.  ft.  8. 

**   th9X  UA  fteel  feia*d  not  where  it  was  hight 

«*  Upon  the  childl  but  fomejwhat  fhort  did  fall." 
By  the  child  1%  here  meant  Prince  Arthur*    Both  the  quartos  read : 

to  the. dark  tavijif  come*  Steevens. 
,  Child  Rtwoland.1  The  word  child  (however  it  came  to  have 
this  fenfe)  is  often  aj>plied  to  Knights^  &c.  in  old  hiftorical  fongs 
and  romances ;  of  this,  innumerable  inftances  occur  in  the  Re- 
'ii^ues  of  ancient  Engli/b  Pfictry.  See  particularly  in  Vol.  I.  f.  iv» 
*y.  97,  where  in  a  defcription  of  a  battle  between  two  knights^ 
Ve  find  thefe  lines  : 

*«  The  Eldridge  knighte,  he  prick'd  his  fieed ; 

**  Syr  Cawline  bold  abode  :. 
«*  Then  either  (hook  his  trufty  fpear, 
*«  And  the  timber  thefe  two  f>&/7^>«  bare 
•*  So  foon  in  funder  ilode." 
See  in  the  fame  volumes  the  ballads'  concerning  the  child  of  Elk, 
child  waters^  child  Maurice  [Vol.  III.  f.  xx.]    &c.     The  fame 
Idkomoccurs  in. Sfettfer*s  Faerie  ^een^  where  the  famous  knight 
fir  Triflram  is  frequently  called  Child  Tri/tram.    Sec  B.  V^  c.  ii, 
Jl.  8.  13.  B.  VI.  c.  ii.  ft.  36.  ibid.  c.  viii.,ft.  15.    Percy. 

*  hut  a  provoking  merit ^']  i.  e.  A  merit  which  being  neg- 
lected by  the  father,  was  provoked  to  an  extravagant  a(ft.  The 
Oxford  editor)  uot  undcrltanding  this^  alKcn  it  tofrovoked Jpirit^ 

of, 
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ofi  which  approves  him  an  intelligent  party  to  the 
advantages  of  France.  O  heavens !  that  this  trea*. 
fon  were  not,  or  not  I  the  deteftor  ! 

Corn.  Go  with  me  to  the  dutchefs. 

Edm.  If  the  matter  of  this  paper  be  certain,  you 
have  mighty  bufinefs  in  hand. 

Corn*  True,  or  falfe,  it  hath  made  thee  earl  of 
Glofter.  Seek  but  where  thy  father  is,  that  he  may 
be  ready  for  our  apprehenfion. 

Edm.  [^Jide.']  If  I  find  him  '  comforting  the  king, 
it  will  fluff  hislulpicion  more  fully. — I  will  perfevere 
in  my  courfe  of  loyalty,  though  the  confiid:  be  fore 
between  that  and  my  blood. 

Corn*  1  will  lay  truft  upon  thee;  and  thou  flialt 
find  a  dearer  father  in  my  love.  ^Excuni. 


SCENE    VL 

A  chamber y  in  a  Farm  houfe. 

Enter  Ghfter^  Lear^  Kent,  Fool,  and  Edgar. 

Glo.  Here  is  bettef  than  the  open  air ;  take  it 
thankfully  :  I  will  piece  out  the  comfort  with  what 
addition  I  can  :  I  will  not  be  long  from  you.     [^Exit. 

Kent.  All  the  power  of  his  wits  has  given  way  to 
his  impatience  : — The  gods  reward  your  kindnefs  !  • 

Edg.  Frateretto  calls  me ;  and  tells  me,  Nero  is 
an  angler  in  the  lake  of  darknefs.  Pray,  innocent, 
and  beware  the  foul  fiend. 

FooL  Pr'ythee,  nuncle,  tell  me,  whether  a  mad- 
man be  a  gentleman,  or  a  yeoman  ? 

Lear.  A  king,  a  king ! 

FooL  *  No  ;  he's  a  yeoman,  that  has  a  gentleman 

3   ■     ■        comfort iHg ]  He  ufes  the  word  in  the  juridical 

fcnfe  for  Supporting^  ^^^'»^j  according  to  its  derivation  ;  falv^ 
<;onfbrtat  nprvos.^SchoL  Sal.     Johnson, 

♦  Fool,]  This  fpcech  is  omitted  m  the  quartos,    Steevens. 

to 
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to  his  fon :  for  he's  a  mad  yeoman,  that  fees  hh  fyd 
t  gentleman  before  him. 

Lear.  To  have  a  thoufand  with  red  burning  fpits 
I  Come  hizzing  in  upon  them  : 

Edg.  *  The  foul  fiend  bites  my  back. 

Fool.  He's  mad,  that  trufts  in  the  tamenefs  of  t 
wolf,  ^  a  horfe's  health,  a  boy's  love,  or  a  whore's 
oath. 

Lear.  Itfliall  be  cjone^  I  will  arraign  them  ftraight:— 
Come,  fit  thou  hdre,  moft  learned  jufticer  ; — 

[To  Edgar. 
Thou,  fapient  fir,  fit  here.  [To  the  F(?a/.3— Now,  you 
Ihe  foxes  !  — — 

Edg.  Look,  where  he  ftands  and  glares !— Wantefl: 
thou  eyes  '  at  trial,  madam  ? 

-  Cmt 

*  Come  hizzing  in  upon  W.  ■  ■  ]  Then  follow  in  the  old 
edition  feveral  fpeecbea  in  the  mad  wajr,  which  probahly  were 
left  out  by  the  players,  or  by  Shakcfpearc  himfelf :  I  (hall  howr 
ever  infert  them  herey  and  leave  them  to  the  reader's  mercy. 

Pope. 

As  Mn  Pope  had  begun  to  infert  feveral  fpeeches  in  the  mad 
way,,  in  this  fcene,  from  the  old  edition,  I  have  ventured  to  re- 
place feveral  others,  which  ftand  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  had 
9n,  equal  right  of  being  reftored-  Theobald. 
.  *  £Jgar.'\  This  ai^  the  next  fourteen  fpeeches  (which  Dr. 
Johnfon  haaenclofed  in  crotchets)  are  only  in  the  quartos. 

Steevens. 

f  — — .  tUx  health  of  a  horfe^ — ]  Without  doubt  we  (hould  read 
^kU^  i.e.  to  ftand  behind  him.    War  bur  ton. 

Shakefpieare  is  here  fpeakin^  not  of  things  maliciouil^ 
treacherous,  but  of  things  uncertain  and  not  durable.  A  horfe  n 
above  all  other  animals  fabje6l,to  difeafes.     Johnson, 

'  Wanfefty  &c.]  I  am  hot  confident  that  I  underfland  the  meaa* 
ing  of  this  defultory  fpecch.  When  Edgar  fays.  Look  v^bere  bt 
JLands  and  glares  !  he  feeras  to  be  fpeaking  in  the  charadierof  a 
mad  man,  who  thinks  he  fees  the  fiend.  Wantejl  thou  e^es  ai 
trialy  modern  ^  is  a  quefliqn  which  appears  to  he  addrefled  to  the 
vifionary  Goneril,  or  fome  other  abandon'd  female,  and  may  fig* 
hify,  Doyowwant  to  at.traH  admiration^  even  i\}hiIeyouJiandatthe 
lar  of  jufiice  f  Mr.  Sey  ward  propofcs  to  read,  HvoHtan^Jf  inftead  of 
voaukeH^    Steevens* 
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*  Come  oW  the  bourne  Se/Jy,  to  me  •- 
FooL         Her  ioat  hath  a  leak, 
Jkdjhe  muft  notj^eak 
Wiyjhe  dares  koi  come  over  to  thee* 


Edg;: 


At  triaty  madam  ?]  It  may  be  obferved  that  Edgar,  being  fup* 
pofed  to  be  found  hf  chance,  and  therefore  to  have  no  knowledge 
•f  the  refty  connects  not  his  ideas  with  thofe  of  Lear,  but  purfues 
hts  own  train  of  deHrious  or  fantaflic  thought*  To  thefe  wordSp 
Jit  trials  madam  f  I  think  therefore  that  the  name  of  Lear  Ihouhi 
hie  putt    The  procefs  of  the  dialogue  will  fupport  this^  conje^ure. 

Johnson. 
'  Cwne  o^er  the  broom,  BeJJy^  t0  me ;]  As  there  is  no  relation  be« 
tween  iroom  and  a  hoat^  we  may  l)etter  read. 

Come  o^cr  the  hrwk^  Befly,  to  me.  Johnson. 
At  the  beginning  of  A  ntery  mery  andfythle  cimmedie^  called^  7% 
lof^^  thou  Htvefty  the  mare  Foole  thou  art^  &c.  Imprinted  at  Lon- 
don by  Wyliyam  How,  &c.  black  letter,  no  date,  "  Entrcth 
Morcsy  counterfaiting  a  vaine  gefture  and  a  foolifli  countenance, 
fynging  the  fbote  of  many  fonjgs,  as  fooles  were  wont  ;*'  and 
among  them  is  this  paiTage,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has  very  yxQlf 
ftlfpe3ed  of  corruption, 

**  Com  over  the  hoorne  Befle 
*•  My  little  pretie  Befle 
••  Com  over  the  hoorne  Befle  to  me/* 
A  houm  in  the  north  fignifies  a  rivulet  or  Irooh    Hence  the 
names  of  many  of  our  villages  terminate  in  hurn^    as  WAhum^ 
Sheri^«r»,  &c*    The  former  quotation,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing infl;ances,  at  once  confirm  thejuilnefs  ofDr.  Johmon^s  remark, 
and  fupport  the  reading. 
So  in  Drayton's  PolyoWion^  Song  i  : 

"  The  bourns^  the  brooks,  the  becks,  the  rills,  the  rivulets.** 
Again,  in  Song  xzviii. 

**  But  that  the  brooks  and  lournes  fo  hotly  her  purfue.** 
Again*  in  Song  the  xxixth  : 

Y  As  petty  hournes  and  becks  I  fcorn  but  once  to  call.'* 
Again,  in  Spenfer's  Faery  ^een^  B.  II.  c.  vi : 

**  My  little  boat  can  fafely  paflc  this  perilous  bourne.^* 
Shakefpeare  himfelf,  in  the  Tempe/ty  has  difcriminated  bourn  from 
i^jMf^  ^^W  iu  general : 

**  Bourny  bound  of  land,  tilth,  vineyard  none.** 
Again  in  the  Pljon  of  Pierce  PUnvmariy  line  8  : 

^  •*  Under  abrode  banke  by  bourne  {yde  J* 
To  this  I  inay  add,  that  bourn^  a'  boundaiy,  is  from  the  French 

borne^ 
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Edg.  The  foul  fiend  haunts  poor  Tom  m  tte 
voice  '  of  a  nightingale.  *  Hopdance  cries  in  Tom's 
belly  for  two  white  herring  *.  Croak  not,  black  an* 
gel ;  I  have  no  food  for  thee. 

Kent,  How  do  you,  fir  ?  Stand  you  not  fo  amaz'd : 
Will  you  lie  down  and  reft  upon  the  cufluons  ? 

Lear.  Y\\  fee  their  trial  firft : Bring  in  the 

evidence. — 
Thou  robed  man  of  juftice,  take  thy  place  ; — - 

\_To  Edgar. 
And  thou,  his  yoke-fellow  of  equity,     [7b  the  FooU 
Bench  by  his  fide  : — You  are  of  the  commiflion, 
Sit  you  too.     .  [^0  KenU 

Edg.  Let  us  deal  juftly. 


Sleepejl^  or  wakeft  thou^  jolly  Jhepherd  P 
^hyjheep  be  in  the  corn ; 


Jni 


lorne.  :Boumei  or  (as  it  ought  to  be  fpelt)  hurn^  a  rivulet,  1$ 
from  the  German  hum^  or  horn^  a  well.    Steevbns. 

1  in  the  voice  of  a  nightingale.^   Another  deponent  m 

Harfnet*s  book  (p.  225,  fays)  that  the  miflrefs  of  the  houfc  kept 
a  mV/^'/zW^*/^  in  a  cage,  which  being  one  night  Idlled,  and  coo- 
veycd  away  into  the  garden,  it  was  pretended  the  devil  had  kiUed 
it  in  fpite.  Perhaps  this  paffage  fuggefted  to  Shakefpearethe 
circumftance  of  Tom's  being  haunted  in  the  voice  of  anzMngak* 

Percy. 

•^Hopdance  cries  in  Tom's  helly— ]  In  Harfenet's 


book,  p.  194,  195,  Sarah  Williams  (one  of  the  pretended  de- 
moniacs) depofcth,  "  -.that  if  at  any  time  (he  did  belch,  as  oftca 
times  (he  did  by  reafon  that  fliec  was  troubled  with  a  wind  in  her 
llomacke,  the  priefts  would  fay  at  fuch  times^  that  then  the  fpint 

began  to  rife  in  her and  that  the  wind  was  the  devil. .  And, 

*'  as  Ihe  faith,  if  they  heard  any  croaking  in  her  helly  .  . . .  thea 
they  would  make  a  wonderful  matter  ot  that."  Hoherdidance  is 
mentioned  before  in  Dr.  Percy's  note.    Stj^evens.  ^ 

'»'  — ^vhite  herring.']  IVhite  herrings  ?iXt  pickled  herrings.  beetW 
j^orthumhcrlandHoufeholdBooi.p.M.     Steevens. 

3  Sleepeft,  or  wakeft,  &c.]  This  feems  to  be  a  ftanza  of  (om 
paftoralibng.  A  ftiephcrd  is  defired  to  pipe,  and  the  requeil  is 
enforced  by  a  promife,  that  though  his  fheep  be  in  the  corn,  i.e. 
committing  a  trefpafs  by  his  negligence,  implied  in  the  queftion, 
Sleefeft  thou  or  wakeft  f  Yet  a  fmgle  tune  upon  his^pipe  Ihall.le- 
cure  them  from  the  pound.     Johnsojc,  •  Umk'n 


k 
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And  for  oHe  hlajl  $f  thy  tninikjn  mouthy 
Thyjheepjhall  take  no  harm. 

l^urre  !  the  cat  is  grey. 

Leau  Arraign  her  firft ;  'tis  Goneril.  I  here  take 
my  oath  before  this  Honourable  affembly,  Ihe  kicked 
the  poor  king  her  father. 

FooU  Conie  hither>  miftrfefs;  Is  your  name  Goneril  ? 

Lear.  Shfe  cannot  deny  it* 

FooU  Cry  you  mercy^  I  took  you  for  a  joint- ftool  *. 

Lear.  And  here's  ano^her^  whofe  warpt  looks  pro- 
claim 
What  ftore  her  heart  is  made  on.— Stop  her  there ! 
Arms,  arms,  fword,  fire ! — Corruption  in  the  place  ! 
Falfe  jufticer,  why,  haft  thou  let  her  Tcape  ? 

Edg.  Blefs  thy  five  wit$  ! 

Kent.  O  pity  l-^Sir,  where  is  the  patience  now. 
That  you  fo  oft  have  boafted  to  retain  ? 

Edg.  My  fears  begin  to  take  his  part  fo  much. 
They'll  mar  my  counterfeiting,  [jAjide. 

Lear.  The  little  dogs  and  all. 
Tray,  Blanch>  and  Sweet-heart,  fee,  they  bark  at  me  ^^ 

Minikin  was  anciently  a  term  of  endearment.  So,  in  the  en« 
terlude  of  the  Repentance  ef  Marie  Magdalaine^  '567,  the  F^ice 
fays*,  "  What  mynikin  carnal  concupifcence  !"  Barrett,  in  his 
Ahearie^  or  ^adruple  Dictionary  ^  15^9  interprets  featy  by 
**  oropcr,  well-faihioned,  minikinj  handfome."  In  the  Interlude 
Of  the  Four  Elements^  &c.  printed  by  Raflell,  1 5 19,  Ignorance 
fmgs  a  fong  compofcd  of  the  fcraps  of  feveral  others.  Among 
them  is  the  following  line,  on  which  Shakeipeare  may  hare  de« 
figned  a  parody : 

"  Sleepyft  thoa,  wakyft  thou,  GefFery  Coke." 
*  Cry  you  mercy  ^  I  tookyoufor  ajoint-Jtool^l  This  is  aprover* 
bial  expreilion,    S  tee  yens, 

^  fee  they  hark  at  me."]  The  hint  for  this  circumfiance 

might  have  been  taken  from  the  pretended  madnefs  of  one  of 
the  brothers  in  the  tranflation  of  the  Menachmi  of  Plautus,  1595 : 
**  Here's  an  old  maftiflF  bitch  ftands  barking  at  me,  &c,'' 

Steevens, 

Vol.  IX.  M  '        Edg. 


482         K    I    N    G      L    E    A    R. 

Edg.  Tom  will  throw  his  head  at  them  : — Ayaunt, 
you  curs  ! 
Be  thy  mouth  or  black  or  white  % 
Tooth  that  poifons  if  it  bite  ; 
MaftifF,  grey-hound,  mungril  grim^ 
Houndi  or  fpaniel,  ^  brache,  or  lym  ; 
Or  bobtail  tike  %  or  trundle-tail  ^ ; 
Tom  will  make  him  weep  and  wail : 

For 

•  Be  thy  mouth  or  black  or  white,]  To  have  the  roof  of  tbc 
mouth  black  is  in  fome  dogs  a  proof  that  their  breed  is  genuine, 

^  Ste^vens. 

7  I r ache  or  hym^  &c,]  Names  of  particular  forts  of 
dogs.     Pope. 

Sir  T,  Hanmer  for  hym  reads  lym.    Johnson. 
In  Ben  Jonfon's  Bartholomeni)  Fair^  Quarlous  fays, — **  all  the 
///«^-hound8  of  the  city  Ihould  have  drawn  after  you  by  the 

fcent." A  limmer  or  learner^  a  dog  of  the  chace,  was  fo  called 

from  the  ham  or  lealh  in  which  he  was  held  till  he  was  let  flip, 
I  have  this  information  from  Cuius  de  Canilus  Britannicis*^-^ 
So,  in  the  book  of  Antlent  Tenures,,  by  T.  B.  1 679,  the  words, 
*'  canes  domini  regis  lefos^**  are  tranilated  '*  Leafh  hounds,  fuch 
as  draw  after  a  hurt  deer  in  a  leajh^  or  Uam^^ 
Again,  in  the  Mufes  Elyfumy  by  Drayton  : 

"  My  dog-hook  at  my  belt,  to  which  my  lyant^s  ty'd.** 
Again  :  "  My  bound  then  in  my  lyam^  &c." 
Among  the  prefents  feht  from  Jahics  I.  to  the  king  and  queen 
of  Spain  were,  *'.A  cupple  of  lyme-houndes  of  lingular  qualities." 
Again,  in  Malfinger's  Bajhful  Lover  : 

"  fmell  out 

*'  Her  footing  like  a  Ume-hound.^^ 
The  late  Mr.  Hawkins,  in  his  notes  to  the  Return  from  Par' 
7iaJ]us^  p.  237,  fays,  that  a  rache  is  a  dog  that  hunts  by  fcent 
wild  beafls,  birds,  and  even  fifhes,  and  that  the  feinale  of  it  is 
called  a  brache:  and  in  Magnificence ^  an  ancient  interlude  or 
morality,  by  Skclton ;  printed  by  Raftell,  no  date,  is  the  fol- 
lowing line : 

"  Here  is  a  leyfhe  of  ratches  to  renne  an  hare."  Steevens. 
What  is  here  faid  oi  a  rache  might  perhaps  be  taken  by  Mr. 
Hawkins,  from  Holinihed's  Z)^/cT/^/i£?;z  of  Scotland^  p.  14,  where 
the  fleuthound  means  a  bloodhound.  The  females  of  all  dogs 
were  once  culled  braches ;  and  Ulitius  upon  Gratius  obferves, 
**  Racha  Saxonibus  canem  iignificabat  unde  Scoti  hodic  Racht 
pro  cane  foemina  habent,  quod  Anglls  eft  Brache^"*    Tollet. 

8  bobtail  tike ]  Tijk  is  the  Runic  word  for  a  Hide,  or 

Worthlefs  dog  : 

'  Are 
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For,  with  throwing  thus  my  he^d. 
Dogs  leap  the  hatch,  and  all  are  fled. 
Do  de,  de  de.     *  Sefly>  come,  march  to  wakes  and 

fairs. 
And  market  towns  : — Poor  .Tom,  *  thy  horn  is  dry. 

LeaVf 

,    **  Are  Mr*  Robmlbn^s  dogs  turn'd  tlhes  with  a  wanion  ?** 

Witches  cfLancafter^  ^634.     Steevens. 
trUn^'iaiL].  This  fort  of  dog  is  mentioned  in'  A 


cman  kilted  vjU,h  Kindnefs^   1617: 

*«  ■  •..  lyour  dogs  are  trundle-tails  and  curs.*^ 
Ag^n,  m  The  Booke  of  Huntyng^  &c.  bl.  L  no  date  : 

"  —dunghill  dogs,  trindle-taiis^'.^c^*  SteeVens* 
■  Sejfy^  comty  &C,]  Here  is  fejfy  agaiii,  which  I  take  td  be 
the  French  word  c^2  prohounced  cejjey^  which  was,  I  fuppofe, 
like  ibme  others  in  common  ufe  among  us*  It  is  an  interjection 
enforcing  ceiTation  of  any  adtion,  like,  be  quiet^  have  done.  It 
fcertis  to  have  been  gradually  corrupted  into,  fo^  fo.    Johnson. 

This  word  is  wanting  in  the  quarto  :  in  the  folio  it  is  printed 
fefe.  It  is  difficult  in  this  place  to  fay  what  is  meant  by  it.  It 
Ihould  be  remembered,  that  juft  be  fore  j  Edgar  had  been  calling 
on  BeJIy  to  come  to  him  ;  and  he  may  now  with  equal  propriety 
invite  Sejjy  (perhaps  a  female  name  corrupted  from  Cecilia)  to 
attend  him  to  wakes  andfairs.  Nor  is  it  impoflible  but  that  this 
may  be  a  part  of  fome  old  fong,  and  originally  flood  thus  : 
Sifly,  come  march  to  wakes, 

And  fairs,  and  market  towns>  ■   ■  ■ 

So,  in  Humor*s  Ordinaries  an  ancient  colle£iion  of  fatireS,  n.d 
date  t 

"To  make  ^ije  in  love  withal." 
Again  :  **  My  heart's  deare  blood,  fweet  SiJJe  is  my  caroufe.'* 
There  is  another  line  in  ttfe  charadler  of  Edgar  vvhich  I  am  very 
confident  I  have  feen  in  an  old  ballad,  viz. 

Through  the  (harp  haw-thorn  blows  the  cold  wind. 

Steevens* 
»  t}jy  jjQjrn  is  dty.y  Men  that  begged  under  pretence 

of  lunacy  ufed  formerly  to  carry  a  horn,  and  blow  it  through  the 
Greets.    Johnson, 

A  horn  is  at  this  day  employed  in  many  places  in  the  country 
as  a  cup  for  drinking,  but  anciently  the  ufe  of  it  was  much  more 
general.  Thy  horn  is  dry,  appears  to  be  a  proverbial  expreflion, 
introduced  when  a  man  has  nothing  further  to  offer,  when  he  has 
faid  all  he  had  to  fay.  Such  a  one^s  fife^s  out  is  a  phrafe  current 
in  Ireland  on  the  fame  occafion. 
*\  liippofe  Edgar  to  fpeak  thefe  ^Vords  afide%    Being  quite  weary 

\'\  %  of 
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Lear.  Then  let  them  anatomiie  Regan,  fee  what 
breeds  about  her  heart  :  Is  there  any  caufe  in  nature, 
that  makes  thfefe  hard  hearts  ? — You,  fir,  I  entertab 
you  for  one  of  my  hundred ;  only,  I  do  not  like  the 
faihion  of  your  garments :  '  yoii  will  fay,  they  are 
Perfian  attire  ;  but  let  them  be  changed.  \To  Edgar. 
Kent.  Now,    good  my  lord,   lie  here,    and  reft 

awhile. 
Lear.  Make  no  noife,  make  no  noife  ;  draw  the 
curtains  : 
So,  fo,  fo :  We'll  go  to  fupper  i*  the  morning :  So, 
fo,  fo. 
FooL  And  Til  go  to  bed  at  noon  \ 

Re-enter  Gbfter. 

Ch.  Come  hither,  friend  :    Where  is  the  king 

my  matter  ? 
Kent.  Here,  fir ;  but  trouble  him  riot,  his  wits  arc 

gone. 
Glo.  Cjrood  friend,  I  pr*ythee  take  him  in  thy  arms; 
I  have  o*er-heard  a  plot  of  death  upon  him  : 
There  is  a  litter  ready  ;  lay  him  in't, 
And  drive  toward  Dover,  friend,  where  thou  flialt 

meet 
Both  welcome  and  protedlion^  Take  up  thy  mailer: 
Jf  thou  Ihould'tt  dally  half  an  hour,  his  life, 

of  his  Tom  o'  Beiflarp's  part,  and  finding  hlmfelf  unable  tofup- 
port  it  any  longer,  he  fays  privately,  *^*  — I  can  no  more:  all 
my  materials  for  fuflaining  the  charad^r  of  Poor  Tom  arc  now 
exhauikd;"  tuy  horti  is  dry:  i.e.  has  nothing  itiore  in  it;  and 
accordingly  we  have  no  more  of  his  diflcrabled  madnefs  till  he 
meets  his  father  in  the  next  adl,  when  he  refumes  it  for  a  fpecch 
or  two,  but  not  without  expreffing  the  fame  diflike  of  it  that  \A 
exprelTes  here,  **  —I  cannot  daub  it  further."    Steeveks, 

-*  Towwill  fay  they  are  Perfian  ;^'''^']  Alluding  perhaps 

to  Clytus  refufing  the  Perfian  robes  offered  him  by  Alexander. 

Steevens, 

♦  And  rilgo  to  led  at  noon.']  Omitted  in^  the  quartos; 

Ste^veni. 

With 
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I 

With  thine,  and  all  that  offer  to  defend  him. 
Stand  in  afllired  lofs  :  Take  up,  take  up  ^ ; 
^And  follow  me,  that  will  to  fome  provifion 
Give  thee  quick  condud:. 

[^KenL  *  Oppreffed  nature  fleeps  :-i- 
This  reft  might  yet  have  balm'd  ^  thy  brol^en  fenfes. 
Which,  if  convenience  will  not  allow. 
Stand  in  hard  cure. — Come,  help  to  beaj  thy  matter ; 
Thou  muft  not  ftay  behind.  [To  the  Fool. 

Glo.  Come,  come,  away. 

[Exeunt y  bearing  off  the  king. 

Manet  Edgar. 

Edg.  When  we  our  betters  fee  bearing  our  woes. 
We  fcarcely  think  our  miferies  our  foes. 
Who  alone  fuffers,  fuffers  moft  i*  the  mind  ; 
Leaving  '  free  things,  and  happy  fliows,  behind  : 
But  then  the  mind  much  fufferance  doth  o'erfkip. 
When  grief  hath  mates,  and  bearing  fellowlhip. 

*  Take  ufy  take  up.]  One  of  the  quartos  reads— -Take  up  tie 
kingy  &c.  the  other — Take  up  to  ktep^  &c.    Steevens. 

6  Oppreffed  nature  Jletps* ]  Thefe  two  concluding 

fpeeches  by  Kent  and  Edgar,  and  which  by  no  means  ought  to 
have  been  cut  off,  I  have  reilored  from  the  old  quarto.  The  fo- 
liloquy  of  Edgar  is  extremely  fine ;  and  the  fentiments  of  it  are 
drawn  equally  from  nature  and  the  fubjcd.  Befides,  with  regard 
to  the  ftage,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary :  for  as  Edgar  is  not  de- 
£g]pLed,  in  the  conftitution  of  the  play,  to  attend  the  king  to 
Dover  ;  how  aJbfurd  would  it  look  for  a  chara6ler  of  his  imjport- 
ance  to  quit  the  fcene  without  one  word  faid,  or  the  lead  intima- 
tion what  we  are  to  expe£t  from  him  ?     Theobald. 

The  lines  inferred  from  the  quarto  are  in  crotchets.  The 
omiflion  of  them  in  the  folio  is  certainly  faulty  :  yet  I  believe 
the  folio  is  printed  from  Shakefpeare's  lafl  revifion,  carelefsly  and 
haftily  performed,  with  more  thought  of  flxortcning  the  fcenes, 
than  of  continuing  the  a£tion,    Johnson. 

7  '--thy  hrohnitviks^']  The  quarto,  from  whence  this 

fpeech  is  taken,  reads, — thy  broken  }?«^vj.  5^^j  is  the  con- 
iej5iural  emendation  of  Theobald.    Steevens.  , 

»  r-jree  things^^  States  clear  from  diftrefs,    Johnsok. 
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How  light  and  portable  my  pain  fcems  now. 
When  that, which  m akes  me  bend ,  makes  the  kingbowj 

He  childed,  as  I  fathered ! Tom,  away  : 

^  Mark  the  high  noifes  ;  and  thyfelf  bewray  ■, 
When  falfe  opinion,  ^yhofe  wrong  thought  defiles  thee, 
In  thy  juft  proof,  repeals,  and  reconciles  thee. 
What  will  hap  n;ore .tq-qight,  fafe  fcape  the  king! 
X-urk,  Lijrli.J 


lExiL 


SCENE    VIL 

Glqfter^s  cqftk. 


Enter  Cormvall,  Regan^  Goneril,  Edmund,  and  Servants. 

Corn.  Poft  fpeedily  to  my  lord  your  hufband  ;  fhew 
him  this  letter  : — the  army  of  France  is  landed  :— 
Se^k  out  the  traitor  Glofter,  [^^xeunt  fervantu 

Jieg.  Hang  him  inftantly, 

Gon-  Pluck  out  his  eyes.  . 

Corn.  Leave  him  to  my  difpleafure. — Edmund, 
keep  you  our  fitter  company  ;  the  revenges  we  are 
bound  to  take  upon  your  traitorous  father,  are  not 
fit  for  your  beholding.  Advife  the  duke,  when  you 
are  going,  to  a  mod  fellinate  preparation ;  we  are 

«  Mark  the  Jbf'gh  not/es / '•^-^'\  Attend  to  the  great  events  that 
are  approaching,  and  make  thyfelf  known  when  that^ai^  ofiniM 
now  prevailing  againft  thee  (hall,  in  confequence  oi  jujl  proof  oi 
thy  integrity,  revoke  its  erroneous  fentcnce,  ^d  recall  thee  to 
honour  and  redbnciliation.    Johnson. 

*  -^-^and  thyfelf  bewray,]  Be^vray  which  at  prefent  has  only 
a  dirty  meaning,  anciently  lignified  to  hetrayy  to  difcovtr.  In 
this  fenfe  it  is  ufed  by  Spenfer  j  and  in  Promos  and  Cajfandra^ 

**  Well,  to  the  king  AAdrugio  now  will  hye, 

**  Hap  lyfe,  hap  death,  his  fafetie  to  bewray^ 
Again,  in  t\ie<Spanyh  Tragedy : 

*'  With  ink  bewray  what  blood  began  in  me." 
Again ,^  in  Lylly's  Endymion^  ^59'' 

'*  —left  my  head  break,  and  fo'I  hevjray  my  brains.'* 

S  TEE  YENS. 

bcynd 
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bound  to  the  like.  Our  pofts  fhall  be  fwift,  and 
intelligent  betwixt  us  *.  Farewel,  dear  lifter ;— • 
farewel,  '  my  lord  of  Glofter. 

Enter  Steward. 

How  now,  ?  Where's  the  king  ? 

Stew.  My  lord  of  Glofter  hath  convey'd  him  hence : 
Some  fiye  or  fix  and  thirty  of  his  knights, 
^  Hot  queftrifts  after  him,  met  him  at  gate  ; 
Who,  with  fome  other  of  the  lord's  dependants. 
Arc  gone  with  him  towards  Dover ;  where  they  boaft 
To  have  well-armed  friends. 

Corn.  Get  horfes  for  j^our  miftrefs. 

Gon.  Farewel,  fweet  lord,  and  fifter. 

[Exeunt  Gonerily  and  Edmund. 

Corn.  Edmund^  farewel. Go,  feek  the  traitor 

Glofter, 
Pinion  him  like  a  thief,  bring  him  before  us  :— 
^  Though  well  we  may  not  pafs  upon  his  life 

•   With- 


•/«»// intelligent  hetvoLxt  us,'\  So,  in  a  former  fcene : 
fpies  and  fpeculations 


»  •'  Infelligent  of  our  fbate.     Steevens. 

'  3  ^'---^ my  lord  of  Glofter,']  Meaning  Edmund,  newly  invefted 
with  his  father's  titles.  The  fteward,  fpeaking  immediately 
after,  mentions  the  old  earl  by  the  fame  title.     Johnson. 

*  Hot  queftrifts  xzfter  him^ ]  A  qucftrift  is  one  who  goes  in 

fearch  or  queft  of  another.  Mr.  Pope  and  lir  T.  Hanmer  read 
quefters.     Steevens. 

^    though  zvell  we  may  not  pafs  upon  his  Ufe^ 

'  "yet  ourfotv^r 

Shall  do  a  courtefy  to  our  ivrath. "] 

To  do  a  courtefy  M  to  gratify,  to  comply  with*  To  pafs ^  is  to 
pafs  a  judicial  fentence.     Jphnson. 

The  original  of  the  expreflion,  7/?/^  on  any  one  may  be  traced 
from  Magna  Charta : 

«*  -^"^r^tcfupcr  eum  ihlmus^  nifi  per  legale  judicium  parium 

fuorum." 

It  is  common  to  moft  of  our  early  writers.     So,  in  Acolaftus^ 

a  comedy,   1529:  '*  I  do  not  nowe  confiderthemyfchievous  pa* 

ge^ntp  he  hath  played  ;  I  do  not  viovi pajje  ufon  them***    Again, 

1  i  4  ^'  ia 
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Without  the  form  of  juftice  ;  yet  our  power 
Shall  do  a  courtefy  to  our  wratb^  which  men 
May  blame,  but  not  ccyitroi^h  ^  Who's  there  ?  The 
traitor  ? 

Enter  Ghfierj  brought  in  hyfervants. 

Regf  Ingrateful  fox  !  'tis  he. 

Corn.  Bind  faft  his  ^  corky  arms. 

Glo.  What  mean  your  graces  ? — Good  my  friends, 
cpnfider 
You  are  my  guefts :  do  me  no  foul  play,  friends. 

Corn.  Bind  him,  I  fay,  [They'bind  him^ 

Reg.  Hard,  hard  : — O  filthy  traitor  ! 

Gh.  Unmerciful  lady  as  you  are,  I  am  none. 

Cqrn.  To  this  chair  bind  him  : — Villain,  thou  flialt 
find— ^ —  [^Regan  plucks  his  beard. 

Glp.  '  By  the  kind  gods,  -tis  moft  ignobly  done 
To  pluck  me  by  the  beard. 

m 

in  If  this  he  not  a  good F lay y  the  JDlevil  is  in  Ity  l6iz  :  **  Ajuiy 
of  brokers,  itnpanel''dy  and  deeply  fvvorn  tofajfe  on  all  villains  ii^ 
helL?'   Steevens.  . 

^  — corky  arms.]  Dry,  wlthcr'd,  huiky  arms.  Johnson, 
As  Shakefpeare  appears  from  other  pafTages  of  this  play  to 
have  had  in  his  eye  Bijbcp  Harfenet^s  Declaration  of  egregious 
Fopijb  Impofiuresy  &c.  i6o;:|,  4to,  it  is  probable,  that  this  v?ry. 
expreflive,  but  peculiar  epithet,  corky .^  was  fuggefted  to  him  by 
a  paflage  in  that  very  curious  pamphlet.  ^*  It  would  pofe  aU 
the  cunning  exorciils,  that  are  this  day  to  be  found,  to  teach  aa 
old  corkie  woipan  to  writhe,  tumble,  curvet,  and  fetch  her  mo- 
rice  gamboles,  as  Martha  Breilier  (one  of  the  ponefT^^d  mentioned 
in  the  pamphlet)  did.*'    Percy. 

''Bytbt  kind^rodsy'^ ]  We  arc  not  to  underftand  by  this 

the  gods  m  general,  who  are  beneficent  and  kind  to  men ;  but. 
that  particular  ipeci^s  of  them  cAlled  by  the  ancients  diibrffi'i 
talcs^  kind  gods.    So,  Plautus  in  Poenulo: 

**  Beum  hofj>itakm  ac  tefleram  raecum  fero/*^ 
This  was  a  beautiful   exclamation,    as  thofe  who  infutted  the 
fpeaker  were  hUsgueJis^  whom  he  had  hofpitahfy  received  into  his 
boufe.    But  to  fay  the  truth,  Shakefpeare  never  makes  his  peoj^I^I 
fwear  at  raadom.    Of  his  propriety  in  this  matter  take  th^  tol* 

lowing 
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Reg.  So  white,  and  fuch  a  traitor  J 

Gh.  Naughty  lady, 
Thefe  hairs,  which  thou  doft  ravifli  from  my  chin. 
Will  quicken,  and  accufe  thee :  I  am  your  hoft  j 
With  robbers'  hands,  *  my  hofpitable  favours 
You  ihould  not  ruffle  thus.    What  will  you  dp  ? 
•    Corn,  Come,  fir^  what  letters  had  you  late  from 
France  ? 

Reg.  ^  Be  fimple-anfwer'd,  for  we  know  the  tryth; 

Corn.  And  what  confederacy  have  you  with  the 
traitors 

Rowing  inftances*  In  Troilus  andCreJida^  ^neas,  in  aji  eirpof- 
tulation  with  Diomede,  fwears  hy  the  hand  of  his  mother  Venu$^ 
as  a  covert  reproof  for  Diomede's  brutalky  in  wounding  the  god- 
defs  of  beauty  in  the  hand,  and  a  fecret  intimation  that  he  would 
revenge  her  iojuries.  In  Coriolanus^  when  that  hero  is  exaf<- 
.perated  at  the  fickle  inconftant  temper  of  the  inultitude«  he 
Iwears  hy  the  clouds :  and  again,  when  he  meet»  his  wife  after  s 
long  abfence,  .hy  the  jealous  ^ueen  ^  heaven  \  for  Juno  was  fup* 
pofed  the  aveng'refs  of  conjugal  infidelity.  In  Othello^  the  dou- 
ble lago  is  made  to  fwear  hy  Janus*  And  in  this  vtry  play  of 
Lear^  a  Pag^n,  much  given  to  judicial  afirology,  very  coflifq** 
pantly  to  his  charader,  iwears  : 

By  all  the  operations  of  the  orhs^ 

By  Hvhomnve  do  exift^  andceafe  to  he.     War  BUR  TO K. 
By  the  hndgods^  ]   Shakefpeare  hardly  received  any 

afliilance  from  mythology  to  fumiih  out  a  proper  o^th  for  Glof- 
ter.  People  always  invoke  their  deities  as  they  would  have  them 
ihew  themfelves  at  particular  times  in  their  favour ;  and  he  ac- 
cordingly calls  thofe  kind  gods  whom  he  would  wi(h  to  fuid  fo  on 
jthis  occafion.  He  does  fo  yet  a  fecond  time  in  thi$  fcene.  Our 
own  liturgy  will  fufRciently  evince  the  truth  of  my  fuppofition* 

Steevens. 
•  my  hofpitable  favours]  It  is  nonfenfc  to  underftan4  it 

of  gifts,  kincJnefres,  &c.  We  (hould  read  favour^  u  c.  vifagc. 
^or  they  plucked  bi?n  iy  the  heard.     War  burton. 

Favours  means  the  fame  2&feature5y  i.e.  the  different  p^rts  of 
^hich  a  face  is  compofed.  So,  in  Drayton's  epiflle  from  Matilda 
to  K.  John  : 

"  Within  the  compafs  of  man*s  face  we  fee, 
**  How  many  forts  of  (ewcrzl  favours  be/* 
^gain,  in  David  ^  Beth/ahe J  1509: 

**  To  daunt  tht  favours  of  his  lovely  face.    Steevens. 

^  Be  fimple-anfvjer^d^ ]    The. old  quarto  reads,   Bejsmple 

jjf'^^fr.— Either  is  good  fenfe :  Jtmple  mz2Si% plain.    Steevens. 

Late 
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Late  footed  in  the  kingdom  ? 

Ile^.  To  whofe  hands  hav^  you  fent  the  lunatic 
king? 
Speak. 

Glo.  I  have  a  letter  gueffingly  fet  down. 
Which  came  from  one  that*s  of  a  neutral  heart, 
And  not  from  one  opposed. 

Corn.  Cunning. 

Reg.  And  falfe. 

Corn.  Where  haft  thou  fent  the  king  ? 

Gb.  To  Dover. 

Reg.  Wherefore  to  Dover  ? 
Waft  thou  not  charged  at  peril— 

Corn.  Wherefore  to  Dover  ?  Let  him  firft  anfwer 
that. 

Glo.  ^  Vm  ty*d  to  the  ftake,  and  I  muft  ftand 
'  the  courfe. 

Reg.  Wherefore  to  Dover  ?  ,  t 

Gb.  Becaufe  I  would  not  fee  thy  cruel  nails 
Pluck  out  his  poor  old  eyes ;  nor  thy  fierce  fitter 
In  his  anointed  flelh  ftick  boarilh  fangs  *. 
The  fea,  with  fuch  a  ftorm  as  his  bare  head 
In  hell-black  night  endurM,  would  have  buoyM  up, 
And  quenched  the  ftelled  fires  ;  yet,  poor  old  heart, 
He  holp  the  heavens  to  rain  '. 


•  I  am  i^d  to  the  fiakey^'-'-'^'\  So,  \n  Macbeth: 

**  They  have  chained  me  to  a  ftake  \  I  cannot  fly, 
**  But,  bear-like,  I  muft  fland  the  courfe."    Steevbns. 
■  ^^the  courfe,']  The  running  of  the  dogs  upon  me.  Jqhnsoh, 

*  —ftick  boar ifl?  fangs."]  The  quartos  read — ra/h  boarifti  fan^. 
This  verb  occurs  in  Spenfer's  Faery  ^een^  B.  IV.  *c,  U  : 

(^  And  ftiieldfi  did  (hare,  and  mailes  did  rafh^  and  helmes 
did  hew.'* 
Again,  B.  V,  c.  iii : 

**  Reifhing  off  helmes,  and  ryving  plates  afuader." 

.  SxE^YENSt 

?  11  u.    ■  t0  rain.'}    Thus  the  folio.    The  quartos  read— to  rage. 

STEfVfeNSt 


1/ 


K    I    N    G      L    E    A    R.        491 

If  wolves  had  at  thy  gate  howrd '  that  ftern  time. 
Thou  Ihould'ft  have  faid,  Cood  porter j  turn  the  key  ; 
All  cruels  elfe  *  fubfcrib'd  :— But  I  ihall  fee 
The  winged  vengeance  overtake  fuch  children. 

Corn.  See  it  Ihalt  thou  never  : — Fellows,  hold  the 

chair : 

Upon  thefe  eyes  of  thine  FU  fet  my  foot  ^'. 

[Glqfier  is  held  downy   while  Cornwall  treads  out 
one  of  his  eyes. 

Glo.  He,  that  will  think  to  live  'till  he  be  old. 
Give  me  fome  help  ;— •—• O  cruel !  O  ye  gods  ! 

Reg*  One  fide  will  mock  another  j  the  other  too. 

Corn.  If  you  fee  vengeance,— 

Serv.  Hold  your  hand,  my  lord  : 
I  have  ferv'd  you  ever  fince  I  was  a  child  ; 
But  better  fervice  have  I  never  done  you. 
Than  now  to  bid  you  hold. 

Reg.  How  now,  you  dog  ? 

SerVf  If  yoii  did  wear  a  beard  upon  your  chin, 

3  mm^mmihat  fiem  //W,]  Thus  the  folio.     Both  the  quartos' 

read,— —that  dearn  time. Deam  is  a  north-country  word, 

fignifying  lonely ,  folltary,  melancholy,  far  from  neighbours. 
So,  in  the  Faliant  Scot: 

"  Of  all  thy  joys  the  deame  and  difmal  end." 
Again,  in  Spenfer's  Faery  ^een^  B.  II.  c.  i :  _ 

**  Tbey  heard  a  rueful  voice  that  dcarnly  cride/* 
Again,  in  Pericles  Prince  of  fyre^  1609  : 

**  By  many  a  deame  and  painful  pearch.'*        St£EVEN8. 
♦  ..^^.^fuhfcrlFd :'''^'\  Yielded,  fubmitted  to  the  neceffity  of 
the  ocoaiion.    Johnson. 

^ ,  Upon  thefe  eyes^  &c.]  In  SelimuSy  Emperor  of  the  Turks y  one 
of  the  fons  of  Bajazef  pulls  out  the  eyes  of  an  aga  on  th.?  flage, 
^d  fays, 

**  Yes  thou  (halt  live,  but  never  fee  that  day, 

"  Wanting  the  tapers  that  fhould  give  thee  light." 

[Pulls  out  his  (^esm 
Immediately  after,*  his  hands  are  cut  off.  I  have  introduced  this 
pallage  to  fhew  that  Shakefpeare's  drama  was  not  more  fanguinaiy 
than  that  of  his  contemporaries.  Steevens.. 
^*  In  Marilon's  Antonio  and  Mellida^  p,  ii,,  x6o2f  Pi^ro's  ^ongue 
Vf  torn  out  on  the  ilage.    ^alone. 

I'd 
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rd  ibake  it  on  this  quarrel :  What  do  you  mean  ? 

Corn.  My  villain*!  [Draws^  and  runs  at  hm 

Serv.  Nay,  thencoitieon,  and  take  the  chance  of 

anger.  \Fight ;  Cornwall  is  woundei. 

Heg^  [?i  another  fervanW]  Give  me  thy  fword.-«-A 

peafant  ftand  up  thus  ! 

{Comes  behindy  and  kills  hinu 

Serv*  O,  I  am  flain !— My  lord,   yet  you  have 

one  eye  left 

To  fee  fome  mifchief  on  him  :— O  !  [Dies. 

Corn.  Left  it  fee  more,   prevent  it :— Out,  vile 

jelly! 
Where  is  thy  luftre  now  ?  \7'reads  the  other  out. 

Glo.  All  dark  and  comfortlefs. — Where's  my  foa 
Edmund  ? 
Edmund,  enkindle  all  the  fparks  of  nature. 
To  quit  this  horrid  a£t,  ' 

Reg.  Out,  treacherous  villain ! 
Thou  cairft  on  him  that  hates  thee :  it  was  he 
That  made  the  overture  of  thy  treafons  to  us  j 
Who  is  too  good  to  pity  thee, 

Gb.  O  my  follies ! 
Then  Edgar  was  abus'd*— 
Kind  gods,  forgive  me  that,  and  profper  him  1 
.    Reg.  Go,  thruft  him  out  at  gates,  and  let  him  fmelj 
His  way  to  Dover. — How  is't,  my  lord  ?  Howdool; 
you  ? 
Corn.  I  have  received  a  hurt : — Follow  me,  lady.— 
Turn  out  that  eyelefs  villain ; — throw  this  flave 
Upon  the  dunghill. — Regan,  I  bleed  apace : 
Untimely  comes  this  hurt :  Give  me  your  arm. 

[Exit  Cornwall^    led  by  Regan  ;^ Servants  led 
Ghfter  out. 

ifl  Serv.  7  ril  never  care  what  wickednefs  I  do, 
.  If 

*  My  'Villain  /]  Villain  is  here  perhaps  ufcd  i»  it8  original  ftpfe 
of  one  in  fervitudc.    Steevens. 

'  rilne^jercare  vchat  ^vickednefs  I  do^l  This  fliort  dialogue  I 

have 
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If  this  man  come  to  good, 

2^  Ser^.  If  file  live  long, 
And,  in  the  end,  meet  the  old  courfe  of  death, 
Wbmen  will  all  turn  monfters. 

ift  Serv.  Let's  follow  the  old  earl,  and  get  the 
Bedlam 

Tb  lead  him  where  he  would;  his  roguifh  madnefs 
Allows  itfelf  to  any  thing. 

2d  Serv.  Go  thou ;   1*11  fetch  ^  fome  flax,   and 
whites  of  eggs. 
To  apjyly  to  his  bleeding  face.  Now,  heaven  help  him! 

[Exeunt  fiverally^ 


AC  T    IV.     S  C  E  N  E    I. 

An  Open  countfy. 

Enter  Edgar. 

Edg.  ^  Yet  better  thus,  and  known  to  be  contemn'd 
Than  ftill  c6iitemn*d  and  flattered.    To  be  worft. 

The 

have  infcrted  from  the  old  quarto,  becaufe  I  think  it  full  of  na- 
ture. Servants  could  hardly  fee  luch  a  barbarity  committed  on 
their  mafler,  without  pity ;  and  the  vengeance  that  they  prefume 
Biuft  overtake  the  aftors  of  it,  is  a  fcntiment  and  dodrine  well 
worthy  of  the  flage.    Theobald.  ' 

It  is  not  neceffary  to  fuppofe  them  the  fcrvants  of  Glofter  j 
for  Cornwall  was  oppofed  to  extremity  by  his  own  lervant. 

JOHNSOlf, 

■  fomejlax^  &c,J  This  paffage  is  ridiculed  by  Ben 

Jonfon,  mne  Cafe  is  alter* d^   1609. 

<« , go  get  a  H,vhite  of  an  egg^  and  a  little  flax,  and 

clofe  the  breaches  of  the  head,  it  is  the  moft  conduciblc 

thing  that  can  be."    Steevens. 

The  Cafe  is  altery  was  written  before  the  end  of  the  year  1599-; 

but  Be»  Jonfon  might  have  inferted  this  fneer  at  our  author,  be' 

tween  the  time  of  King  Learns  appearance,  and  the  publication 

©fhi«  own  play  in  1609.     Malone. 

^  Tct  better  thus^   and  knovin  tg  he  contemn^ di\  The  meaning 
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The  loweft,  and  moft  dcjeded  thing  of  fortuae^ 

Stands  ftill  in  efperance,  lives  not  in  fear  ' : 

The  lamentable  change  is  from  the  beft ; 

The  worft  returns  to  laughter,     *  Welcotne  then. 

Thou  unfubftantial  air,  that  I  embrace  ! 

The  wretch,  that  thou  haft  blown  unto  the  worft. 

Owes  nothing  to  thy  blafts  *. — But  who  comes  here  i 

Enter  Glojler^  kd  hy  an  old  man. 

My  father,  poorly  led  ? — »  World,  world,  O  world! 
But  that  thy  ftrange  mutations  make  us  hate  thee^ 
Life  would  not  yield  to  age. 

is,  *7?i  letter  to  be  thus  contemned^  and  known  to  yourfelf  to  be 
contemned*  Or  perhaps  there  is  an  error,  which  may  h%  rec« 
tified  thus : 

Yet  better  thus  unknoum  to  be  contemned. 
When  a  man  divefls  himfelf  of  his  real  charader  he  feels  no  pain 
from  contempt,  becaufe  he  fuppofes  it  incurred  only  by  a  volun- 
tary difguife  which  he  can  throw  6fif  at  pleafure.     1  do  not  think 
any  correction  neceffaiy.    Johnson. 

I   cannot  help  thinking  that  this  pafTage  (hould  be  written 
thus: 

Yet  better  thus^  unknown  to  be  contemned, 
Than  ftill  contemn'd  and  flatter'd  to  be  worfe. 
The  loweft,  &c. 
The  quarto  edition  has  no  flop  after  Jlatter^d*     The  firft  folio, 
which  has  a  comma  there,  has  a  colon  at  the  end  of  the  line. 

The  expreflion  in  this  fpeech — o^j^es  nothing  to  thy  hlafts Cifl 

a  more  learned  writer)  might  feem  to  be  copied  from  Virgil, 
JEn.  xi.  51  : 

**  Nosjuvenem  exanimunty  et  nil  jam  coeleftibus  ullis 
**  Debentem,  <vano  moeftl  comitamur  honore^^  TYRWHiTt. 
1  litugs  not  infearJ\  So  in  Milton's  Par.  Reg.  B.  iii. 

**  For  where  no  hope  is  left,  is  left  no  fear."       Steevo'S. 
'^"--^H^elcome  then^l  The  next  twa  lines  and  a  half  arc  oraittod 
in  the  quartos.    Steevens. 

3    I.  WorUy  worlds  O  i\sorld! 

•  But  that  tljyjlrange  mutations  mdke^us  hate  thee^ 
The  reading  of  this  paifage  has  been  explained,  but  not  fatis- 
fa6h)nly.     My  explanation  of  the  poet's  fentiment  was,  **  If  the 
number  of  changes  and  viciffitudes,  which  happen  in  life,  did  not 
make  us  w^//,  and  hope  for  fome  turn  of  fortune  for  the  better, 

we 
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OU  Man.  O  my  good  lord,  I  have  been  your  tc- 
nanc^  and  your  father's  tenant^  thefe  fourfcore  years. 

Glo.  Away,  get  thee  ajvay ;  good  friend,  be  gone : 
Thy  comforts  can  do  me  no  good  at  all. 
Thee  they  may  hurt. 

Old  Man.  Alack,  fir,  you  cannot  fee  your  way. 

Glo>  I  have  no  way,  and  therefore  want  no  eyes  ; 
I  ftumbled  when  I  faw :  Full  oft  'tis  feen,  r 

♦  Our  mean  fecures  us ;  and  our  mcer  defeats 

Prove 

we  could  never  fupport  the  thought  of  living  to  be  old,  on  any 
other,  terms.'*  And  our  duty,  as  huma|i  creatures,  is  pioufly  in- 
culcated in  this  reflection  of  the  author.  I  read  therefore,  make 
us  wait  thee.     Theobald, 

«  — .  mm,  — .0  ivorJd ! 

JBut  that  thyftrange  mutations  make  us  hate  thee^ 

Life  voould  not  yield  to  age»'\ 

The  fenfe  of  this  obfcure  paflage  is,  O  world !  fo  much  arc 
human  minds  captivated  with  thy  pleafures,  that  were  it  not  for 
thofe  fucceffive  miferies,  each  worfe  than-  the  other,  which  over* 
load  the  fcenes  of  life,  we  fhould  never  be  willing  to  fubmit  to 
death,  though  the  infirmities  of  old  age  would  teach  us  to  chufe 
it  as  a  proper  afylum.  Beiides,  by  uninterrupted  prolperity, 
which  leaves  the  mind  ^t  eafe,  the  body  would  generally  pre- 
ferve  fuch  a  flate  of  vigour  as  to  bear  up  long  againft  the  de- 
cays of  time.  Thefe  are  the  two  rcafons,  I  fuppofe,  why  he 
faid. 

Life  would  not  yield  to  age* 
And  how  much   the  pleafures  of  the  body  pervert  the'  mind's 
judgment,  and  the  perturbations  of  the  mind  diforder  the  body's 
frame,  is  known  to  all.    Warburton. 

ITield  to  fignifies  no  more  than  give  way  to,  Jink  under,  in 
oppol&tion  to  t)xQ  Jiruggling  'with,  hearing  up  againji  the  infirmities 
of  age.     Hanmer. 

♦  Our  mean  fecures  us; ]  i.  e.  Moderate,  mediocre  condl^ 

tion.     Warburton. 

Hanmer  writes,  by  an  eafy  change,  meannefs  fecures  us.  The 
two  original  editions  have  : 

Our  meancs  fecures  us. 

I  do  not  remember  that  mean  is  ever  ufed  as  a  fubftantive  for  low 
fortune,  which  is  the  fenfe  here  required,  nor  for  mediocrity, 
except  in  the  phrafe,  the  golden  mean,  I  fufpciSt  the  paflage  of 
'corruption,  and  would  either  read : 

Our  mciins  feduce  us ;  , 

Our 
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Prove  our  commodities.— O,  dear  fon  Edgar^ 
The  food  of  thy  abufed  father's  Wrath  ! 
Might  I  but  live  to  fee  theenti  my  touch  % 
W  fay,  I  had  eyes  again ! 

Old, Man.  How  now  ?  Who's  there  ? 

Edg.  [Jfide.]  6  gods !  ^  Who  is't  can  fay^  I  am  at  • 
the  worft  ? 
I  am  worfe  than  e'er  I  was. 

Old  Man.  *Tis  poor  mad  Tom. 

Edg.  [^Jpde.^  And  worfe  I  may  be  yet :  The  worft 
is  not^ 
So  long  as  we  can  fay.  This  js  the  worft. 

Old.  Man*  Fellow,  where  gdeft  ? 

Glo*  Is  it  a  beggar-man  ? 

Old  Man*  Madman  *and  beggar  too. 

Glo.  He  has  fome  reafon,  elfe  he  could  not  beg< 

Our  powers  of  body  or  fortanc  draw  us  mto  crils.    Or, 

Our  maifTts  lecure  us. 

That  hurt  or  deprivation  which  makes  us  defencelcfs,  proves  onf 
fafcguard.  This  is  very  proper  in  Gloftcr,  newly  msrimedby 
the  evulfion  of  his  eyes.    Johnson.   ^  • 

There  is  furely  no  neafon  for  alteration.  Mean  is  here  a  fub- 
fiantive,  and  fignifies  a  middle Jiate^  as  Dr.  Warburton  rightly  in- 
terprets it.  So  again  in-  the  Merchant  ofVenki^  **  it  is  no  mcatt 
happinefs  therefore  to  befeated  in  the  mean^^*  See  more  iafhmces 
in  Dr.  Johnfon^  DiHienary.    Steevens. 

5  — -—  to  fee  thee  in  my  touch. "]    So,  in  another  fcene,  'ifn^'i 
feelingly.    Steevens. 

o  .  ciyjho  is*t  can  fay  ^  I  am  at  tJ^  worjtf 

•    ■  ■*        ■     ■  — —  the worfl is  not^ 

So  long  as  'Vjecanfay^  This  is  the  ^orft.'\ 
i.  c.  While  we  live ;  for  while  we  yet  continue  to  have  a  fenfc  of 
feeling,  fomething  worfe  than  the  prefent  may  ftill  happen.  What 
occafioned  this  reSedion  waa  his  ralhly  faying  in  the  beginning  of 

this  fcene, 

■  ■■■      ■         -To  be  worft, 
The  loweft,  moft  dejeded  thing  of  fortune,  &c. 
The  wretch,  that  thou  haft  blown  unto  the  worft,  &c. 

Warburton. 
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I^  the  laft  night's  ftorm  I  fuch  a  fellow  faw ; 
Which  made  me  think  a  man  a  worm :  My  fon 
Came  then  into  my  mind ;  and  yet  my  mind 
Was  then  fcarce  friends  with  him:  I  have  |ieard 

more  fince : 
^  As  ffies  to  wanton  boys,  are  we  to  the  gods ; 
They  kill  us  for  their  fport. 

Eidg.  How  ihould  this  be  ?-—  ' 

Bad  is  the  trade,  that  mufl  play  the  fool  to  forrow, 
I  Ang'ring  itfelf  and  others.  [^^.J— -^Blefs  thee^ 
mafter! 

Gh.  Is  that  the  naked  fellow  ? 

Old  Man.  Ay,  my  lord, 

Gh.  Then,  pr*ythee,  get  thee  gone :  If,  for  my  fakcj 
Thou  wilt  overtake  us,  hence  a  mile  or  twain, 
I'  the  way  to  Dover^  do  it  for  ancient  love ; 
And  bring  fome  covering  for  this  naked  foul> 
Whom  rU  intreat  to  lead  me. 

Old  Mm.  Alack,  fir,  he  is  mad. 

Gh.  'Tis  the  times'  plague,  when  madmen  lead 
the  blind : 
X)o  as  I  bid  thee,  or  rather  do  thy  pleafure ; 
Above  the  reft,  be  gone. 

Old  Man.  ril  bring  him  the  beft  ^parrel  that  I  have. 
Come  on*t  what  will.  -    \ExiU 

Gh.  Sirrah,  naked  fellow. 

Edg.   Popr  Tom's  a-cold. — ^I  cannot  daub  it* 
further.  ^Jfidi. 

Gh.  Come  hither,  fellow. 

^  Jtsfiies  tp  tWMton  hoys^  are  we  to  the  gods  % 

Tfjff  kill  us  for  their  fportJ] 
**  Dii  BOS  quail  pllas  homines  habent/' — Plaut.  Capti^. 
Prd.  1.  22.    Steev£ns. 

»  An^Jbing-^ — ]  Oxford  editor  and  Dr.  Warburton.— Vul^* 
Ang^ringy  rightly.    Johnson. 

9  .^^,^1  cannot  dsLuh  it ]  Lc.  Difguife.    WARBURJOi'* 

So»  VBkKinjr  Richard  III  I 

«*  So  fmooth  he  dauVd  his  vice  with  fliew  6f  virtue." 
The  quartos  r^d|  I  cannot  dance  it  further.    StsJ^tans. 

Vol.  IX.  iC  k  Edg. 
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Eih.  [jpde.']  And  yet  I  muft. 
— — Biefs  thy  Iweet  eyes,  they  bleed. 
Glo.  Know*ft  thou  the  way  to  Dover  ? 

-  Edg.  Both  ftile  and  gate,  horfe- way  and  foot-path. 
Poor  Tom  hath  been  fcar'd  out  of  bis  good  wits : 
Blefs  thee,  good  man's  fon,  from  the  toul  fiend  f 
[Five  '  fiends  have  been  in  poorJTom  at  once;  of 

luft,  as  Obidiciit ;  H^bbtdidance^  prince  of  dumbhefs : 
Mdhtiy  of  Healing ;  Modo, '  of  murder ;  and  Flibber* 
i/oibbe/^  of  mopping  and  mowing;  who  fince  *  pof- 

feffes 

'  Flv£  fiends,  feff.]  The  reft  of  this  fpeech  is  omitted  in  the 
folio.  In /f^y32i'/*i  Book^  already  quoted,  p,  278,  we  have  an 
extract  from  the  account  piibliflied  by  the  exorcifls  themfelvcs, 
viz.  *'  By  commaundement  of  the  exorcift  .  .  •  the  devil  in  Ma. 
Mainy  confefTed  his  name  to  be  Mo^u,  and  thnt  he  had  befides 
h\m{e\( /^aven  other  fpir its ^  and  all  of  them  captains,  and  of  great 
fame."  "  Then  Edmundes  (the  exorcift)  began  againe  ivith  great 
carneftnefs,  and  all  the  company  cried  out,  &c.  .  .  .  fo  as  both 
that  wicked  prince  Modu  and  his  company^  might  be  caft  out/' 
This  palFagc  will  account  yj?r^^  fiends  having  been  in  poor  Tom 
at  once ^     Percy. 

*  pojjejfes  cbamler-maids  and  'Waiting'Women,'''-'^'^  Shake- 

fpeare  has  made  Edgar,  in  his  feigned  diftraftion,  frequently  al- 
lude to  a  vile  impofture  of  fome  Engliih  jefuits,  at  that  time 
jnuch  the  fubje6l  of  converfation  ;  the  hiftory  of  it  having  been 
juft  then  compofed  with  great  art  and  vigour  of  ftile  and  compo- 
iition  by   Dr.  S.  Harfenet,  afterwards  archbifliop  of  York,  by 
order  or  the  privy -council,  in  a  work  intitled,  A  Declaration  of 
•  f^re^ious  Popijb  Impofiures  to  ixyithdra^.x}  her  Majefi^s  SuhjeHsfrom 
their  .Allegiance  y  &c.  praHifed  hy  Edmu?ids^  alias  W^efiotiy  aje^ 
fuit^    and  divers  Romljh    Priejis    his  ivicked  AJfociates :    printed 
1603.     The  impofture  was  in  fubftance  this.     While  the  Spa- 
niards were  preparing  their  armado  againft  England,  the  jefuits 
were  here  bufy  at  work  to  promote  it,  by  making  conrlsrts  :  one 
method  they  employed  was  to  diffjoflcfs  pretended  demoniacs,  by 
which  artifice  they  made  feveral  hundred  converts  amongft  the 
.common  people.     The  principal  fcene  of  this  farce  was  laid  la 
the  family  of  one  Mr.  Edmund  Peckham,    a  Roman-catholic, 
where  Marwood,  a  fervant  of  Anthony  Babington's  (who  was 
afterwards  executed  for  treafon)  Tray  ford,  an  attendant  upoa 
Mr.  Peckham,  and  Sarah   and  Frifwrood  Williams,    and  Anne 
Smith,  three  chambermaids  in  that  family,  came  into  the  prieftV 
hands  for  cure.    Bat  the  difcipline^  of  the  patients  was  io  long 

and 
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fcffes  chamber-maids  and  waiting-women.   So,  ble6 
thee^  maftcr!} 

*  tSh.  Here,  take  this  purfe,  thou  whom  the  heaven^s 

plagues 
Have  humbled  to.  all  flrokes  :  that  I  am  wretched. 
Makes  thee  the  happier : — Heavens,  deal  Co  Itill  1 
^  Let  the  fuperfluous,  and  luft-dieted  man, 

*  That  Haves  your  ordinance,  that  will  not  fee 

Be- 

and  fev^rft,  and  the  prieils  (o  elate  and  carelefs  with  their  fuccefa, 
that  the  plot  was  difcovered  on  the  confeffion  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, and  the  contrivers  of  it  defervedly  puuifhed.  The  five 
devils  here  mentioned,  are  the  names  of  five  of  thofe  who  were 
made  to  a£t  in  this  farce  upon  the  chamber-maids  and  'waiting' 
tvomen ;  and  they  were  generally  fo  ridiculoufly  nick-named,  that 
Harfnet  has  one  chapter  on  the  ftrange  names  of  their  devils ;  Icft^ 
fays  he,  meeting  them  othenvife  by  chance^  you  mijldke  them  for  th^ 
names  of  tapfteri  orjugghrs.     WAR B ti r Ton. 

The  paiTage  in  crotchets  is  omitted  in  the  folio,  becanfe  I  fup- 
pofe  as  the  ifory  was  forgotten,  the  jeft  was  lol^«    Johnson. 

^  Let  thef'uperfluous\''^'\  Lear  has  before  uttered  the  fame  fen- 
timent,.  which  indeed  cannot  be  too  Wrongly  imprefied,  though 
it  may  be  too  often  repeated.    Johnson, 

♦  That  ^2cr^z your  ordinance y'^ ]  Superfluous  is  here  ufed  for 

f)nc  living  in  abundance.  But  the  •  next  line  is  corrupt.  The 
only  fenfe  I  know  of,  in  which  flaves  your  ordinance  can  be  un- 
derilood,  is  when  men  employ  the  form  or  fembiance  of  reli- 
gion to  cortipafs  their  ill  defighs.  But  this  will  not  do  here. 
Glofter  is  fpeaking  of  fuch  who  by  an  unmterruptcd  courfe  of 
profperity  are  grown  wan  ten,  and  callous  to  the  misfortunes  of 
others  5  fuch  as  thofe  who  fearing  no  reverfe,  flight  and  negledt, 
and  therefore  may  be  faid  to  hratje  the  ordinance  of  heaven : 
which  is  certainly  ^he  right  reading.  And  this  is  the  fecond  time 
-  in  ^hich  flaves  has,  in  this  play,  been  read  for  braves. 

Warburton# 
'The  emendation  is  plaufible,  yet  I  doubt  whether  it  be  right. 
The  language  of  Shakefpeare  is  very  licentious,  and  his  words 
have  often  meanings  remote  from  the  proper  and  original  ufe* 
To  Jlave  or  be/lave  another  is  Xfjreat  him  with  terms  of  indig^K 
nity :  in  a  kindred  fenfe,  xojlave  the  ordinance^  may  be,  to  flight 
or  ridicule  it.    Johnson. 

Tofla've  an  ordinance^  is  to  treat  it  as  2iflavey  to  makc  it  fub** 
\t!di  to  us,  inftead  of  ading  in  obedience  to  it. 
So,  in  Hey  wood's -&r^xf« -^^^,  i6i  j  ; 

JS:  k  a  M  -— non« 
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Becaufc  he  doth  not  feel^  feel  your  power  qmckly  | 
So  difiribution  fhould  undo  excefs. 

And  each   man  have  enough.*--Doll   thou  know 
Dover  ? 

Edg.  Ay,  mafter. 

GIo.  There  is  a  cliflT,  whofe  high  and  bending  head 
Looks  fearfully  on  the  confined  deep  : 
Bring  me  but  to  the  very  brim  of  it. 
And  rU  repair  the  mifery  thoii  doft  bear. 
With  fomething  rich  about  me :  from  that  place 
I  ihall  no  leading  need. 

Ed^*  Give  me  thy  arm  ; 
Poor  Tom  ihall  lead  thee.  lExami. 

SCENE      II. 

Tbe  iuh  of  Jlhdir/s  palace^ 

Enter  Goner il,  and  Edmund. 

Gon.  Welcome,  my  lord :  I  marvel,  ^  our  miM 
huiband 
Not  met  us  on  the  way :— Now,  wherc's  your  ma&et) 

i» none 

<^  CoM  JIa*i;e  him  like  the  Lydtan  Omt>hale«** 
AgaiA,  in  ji  Nnv  Wey  to  pay  old  Dehsy  by  Miifiager : 

•*  xhzijlmfes  roe  to  hi>  wilL*^    Stsevbns. 

Ileywood,  inhhPka/antDiait^uesaMJDramaSj  1657,  ufts  disi 
yerb  in  the  feme  fen& :  . 

««  W\m  ihall  I  do  ?  my  love  I  will  not  Jlaw 

*^  To  an  old  king,  thougb  he  my  love  fhould  a^re^^ 
'AgaiOi  in  Mardon's  Malecontent^  1604: 

^*  Ok  powerful  hlood,  how  doii  xkaajlave  their  foul  !** 

s  «-.tf«r  mild  hujba?id\  It  mud  be  remembeFed  that  Albaayi 
the  huiband  of  Gonenl^  diiliksd,  in  1^&  end  of  Ike  ix&  ^> 
(he  fcheiv^  of  oppreffion  and  ingratitude*    |o4i)f«^K« 


Em 
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Enter  Steward. 

Stew.  Ma  Jam,  wkhin;  but  never  manfo  chang'd: 
X  told  him  of  the  army  that  was  landed ; 
He  fmird  at  it :  I  told  him,  you  were  coming ; 
His  anfwer  was,  The  worfe :  of  Glofter*s  treachery. 
And  of  the  loyal  fervice  of  his  fon, 
When  I  informed  him,  then  he  call'd  me  fot ; 
And  told  me,  I  had  turnM  the  wrong  fide  out  :— 
What  mod  he  Ihould  diilike,  feems  pleafant  to  him ; 
What  like,  ofFenfive. 

Gon.  Then  fhall  you  go  no  further.    [To  Edmuttd. 
It  is  the  cowilh  terror  of  his  fpirit. 
That  dares  not  undertake :  he'Jl  not  feel  wrongs. 
Which  tie  him  to  an  anfwer :  *  Our  wiflies,on  the  way. 
May  prove  efFeds.   Back,  Edmund,  to  my  brother ; 
Haften  his  mufters,  and  conduct  his  powers  : 
I  muil  change  arms  ^  at  home,  and  give  the  diftafF 
Into  my  htrfband's  hands,     This  trufty  fervant 
Shall  pafs  between  us :  ere  long  you  are  like  to  hear. 
If  you  dare  venture  in  your  own  behalf, 
A  miftreffes  command*    Wear  this ;  fpare  fpeech  ; 

[Giving  a  favour. 
*  Decline  your  head :  this  kifs,  if  it  durft  fpeak. 
Would  ftretch  thy  fpirits  up  into- the  air  ;— 


our  wiflfesy  on  the  way. 


I  believe  the  meamog  of  the  pailage  to  be  this:  '<  What  we 
wlih,  before  our  march  ia  at  an  ehd,  may  be  brought  to  happen,** 
i.  e.  the  murder  or  difpatch  of  her  huiband.— O/z  tbe  tvay^  how- 
ever, may  be  equivalent  to  the  expreffion  we  now  ufe,  viz.  S/ 
tbt  wtf^,  or  Jfy  the  hy^  i.  e.  entaffanu    Steevens. 

^  »^^I  mujl  change  vncAy  CsTr.]  Thus  the  quartos.    The  folio 
reads— r^iffr^  names.    Steevsns, 

•  Decuneyour  bead :  ibis  kt/Sj  if  it  durft  J^edky 
Wouldftreici  thyjhiriu  uf  into  the  air.'] 
She  bids  him  decHne  his  heaa,  that  ihe  might  give  him  a  kifs 
(the  ilewanl  being  prefent)  and  that  it  might  appear  only  to  him 
as  a  whifper^    St££Y£NS* 

K  k  3  Con- 
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Conceive,  and  fare  thee  well. 

Edm.  Yours  in  the  ranks  of  death. 

Gon.  My  moft  dear  Glofter  !  C-^^?^  Edniuni^ 

O,  the  difference  of  man,  and  man  '  ! 
To  thee  a  woman's  fervices  are  due ; 
■  My  fool  ufurps  my  body. 

Stew.  Madam,  here  comes  my  lord. 

> 
Enter  Albany. 

Gon.  *  I  have  been  worth  the  whittle, 

Albn  O  Goneril ! 
You  are  not  worth  the  dull  which  the  rude  wind 
plows  in  your  face.T— '  I  fear  your  difpofition  : 
That  nature,  which  contemns  its  origin, 

♦  Cannot  be  bordered  certain  in  itfelt ; 

*  She  that  herfelf  will  fliver  and  difbranch 

Froni 

•  O,  the  difference  of  man  andnuin!']  Omitted  in  the  quartos. 

Steevens, 

'  My  fool  ufurfs  my  Body.]  One  of  the  quartos  reads ; 
My  foot  ufurps  my  head;  the  other, 
My  ^bot  ufurps  my  body.    Steevens. 

^  I  have  ke(n  worth  the  nvhifle.^  This  expreffion  is  a  reproach 
to  Albany  for  having  negleaed  her ;  though  you  difregdrd  m 
thusy  I  have  been  worth  the  whiftle,  /  have  found  one  that  thinb 
me  worth  calling,     Johnson^. 

This  expreffion  is  a  proverbial  dne.  Heywood  in  one  of  his 
dialogues,  conlifting  entirely  of  proverbs,  fays  : 

*'  It  is  a  poor  dog  that  is  not  worth  the.  whlftUngJ- 

ponenl's  meaning  feems  to  be— -T^^*^  was  a  time  ivhenyou 
njjould  have  thought  me  worth  the  calling  to  you  y  reproaching  him 
for  not  having  fummon'd  her  to  confult  with  on  th^  prefent  cn- 
ti^al  occafion.    Steevens, 

'  ^ 1  fear  your  dijftojition :]  Thefe  and  the  fpeech  en- 

fi^Ing  are  in  th^  edition  of  x6o8,  and  arc  but  neceflary  to  explain 
the  reafons  of  the  deteflatiou  which  Albany  here  exprefles  to  his 
wife.    Pope. 

♦  Cannot  he'  border'* d  certain  ^  ■  ]  Certain^  for  within  the 
bijunds  that  nature  prefcribes.    Warburton. 

'  She  that  herfelf  will  ^VTtx  and  dijhranchyl  Thus  all  the  edi- 
iions^  but  the  old  cjuartoi  that  xt2A%  fliver^  which  is  right.    ShU 

ver 
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f  From  her  maternal  fap,  perforce  muft-wither, 

And 

•zR^r  meant  to  (hake  or  fly  a-pieces  into  fplinters*    As  he  CayV 
afterwards: 

ThouM'ft  Jhiver'J  like  an  egg. 
'BvitJIiver  fignifies  to  tear  off  or  difbranch.    So,  in  Macheth : 

——Hips  of  yew 

SUtfer^d  in  the  moon's  eclipfe.     WARBURtON. 

•  Fr^wr  Z'^r  material y^/, ]  Thus  the  old  quarto;  but.^ 

tnaterialfap  is  a  phrafe  that  I  do  not  underftand.  The  mother^ 
tree  is  the  true  technical  term  ;  and  coniidering  our  author  has 
laid  but  juil  before^  That  nature^  njobkh  contemns  its  origin^  there 
as  little  room  to  queflion  but  he  wrote : 

From  her  maternal  fap.  Theobald. 
From  her  material  7^/,——]  Thus  all  the  editions  till  Mr. 
Theobald's,  who  alters  material  to  maternal  $  and  for  thefe  wife' 
reafbns  :  Material  fap  (fays  he)<  /  own  is  a  phrafe  that  I  do  not 
nnderfiand*  The  mother- tree  is  the  true  technical  term^  and  conJt» 
eiering  our  author  had  faidjuf  heforcy  That  nature,  which  con- 
temns its  origin,  there  is  no  room  to  queftion  hut  he  ivrote^  From 
her  maternal  fap.  And  to  prove  that  we  may  iky  maternal  fap^ 
be  gives  ^many  authorities  from  the  dailies,  and  fays  he  eould* 
f  reduce  more^  where  words  equivalent  to  maternal  ftock  are  ufed  ; 
which  is  quite  another  thing,  as  we  ihall  now  fee.  In  making 
his  emendation,  the  editor  did  not  confider  the  difference  be- 
tween material  fapj  and  material  hody^  or  trunk  or  flock  :  the 
latter  expreflion  being  indeed  not  fo  well ;  material  being  a  pro* 
perer  epithet  for  body.  But  the  firfl  is  right ;  and  we  ihould  fay, 
material  fapy  not  matemaU  For  material  fap  fignifies  that  where- 
by a  branch  is  nouriihed,  and  increafes  in  bulk  by  freih  accef* 
fion  of  matter.  On  which  account  material  is  elegant.  In* 
dit^difap  when  applied  to  the  'whok  tree^  might  be  called  maternal^ 
but  could  not  be  fo  when  applied  to  a  branch  only.  For  though 
fap  might,  in  fome  fenfe,  be  faid  to  be  maternal  to  the  tree^' 
yet  it  is  the  tree  that  is  maternal  to  the  branch ^  and  not  the  fap  r 
but  here  the  epithet  is  applied  to  the  branch.  From  all  this  ws 
conclude  that  the  old  reading  is  the  true^  But  what  if,  after  all, 
material  was  ufed  by  the  writers  of  thefe  times  in  the  very  fenfe 
of  maternal?  It  would  feem  fo  by  the  title  of  an  old  Englifh 
translation  of  FroiiTart's  Chronicle^  which  runsin  thefe  words, 
Syr  John  Froijfart^s  Chronicle^  tranjlated  out  of  Frenche  into  our 
material  EngUJb  Tongue  by  John  Bouchier^  printed  \^2,^* 

War  BURTON, 
I  fuppofe  no  reader  doubts  but  the  word  ihould  be  maternaU 
T)r.  Warburton  has  taken  great  pains  without  much  fuccefs,  and 
il^e^d  without  mu^h  exadbefs  of^attentioni  (o  proye  that  material 

K  k  +  b^ 
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J  And  come  to  deadly  ufe. 

Gon.  No  more ;  the  text  is  foolifli. 

Jib.  Wifdom  and  goodnefs  to  the  vile  feem  vile  : 
Filths  favour  but  themfelves.  What  have  you  dotie  > 
Tygers,  not  daughters,  what  have  you  pcrfonii*d  ? 
A  rather,  and  a  gracious  aged  man, 
Whofe  reverence  the  head-lugg'd  bear  would  lick  *, 
Moft  barbarous,  moft  degenerate  {  have  you  maddqd. 
Could  my  good  brother  fuffer  you  to  do  it  ? 
'  ^  A  man^  a  prince,  by  him  fo  benefited  ? 
if  that  the  heavens  do  not  their  vifible  fpirits 
Send  quickly  down  to  tame  thefc  vile  offfences> 
*Twill  come,  humanity  muft  perforce  prey  on 
*  Itfelf,  like  monfters  of  the  deep. 

* 

hds  a  more  proper  fenfe  thao  matemaJ^  and  yet  ftcmid  ghdat 
laft  to  infer  from'  an  apparent  error  of  another  prefn  that  nuumd 
and  ;«/7//rfltf/ meant  the  fame.    Johnsok. 

'  And  come  ta  dtaJ^  uft,'\  Alluding  to  the  i^e  that  witches 
itod  inchaoters  are  faid  to  make  oitmtber^dhranches  in  thetr  charmfit 
A  fine  infinuation  in  the  fpeaker,  that  (he  was  mady  for  the  moft 
unnatural  roifchief,  and  a  preparative  of  the  poet  to  her  plotdn^ 
with  the  bafiard  againft  her  huiband's  life.    WA&BuaTo^r* 

^  I  "  -'  HvouIJlick,]  Thisline^  which  had  been  omitted  bji& 
my-  predeceflbrs,  I  have  reilored  from  the  quartos.    STEETsirt. 

»  A  many  a  prince  hy  him  fi  henefitedf]  After  ^ia  line  I  fuf- 
pe6t  a  line  or  two  to  be  waikting,.  which  upbraids  her  for  her  fif<« 
ter's  cruelty  to  GloAer*  And  my  reafon'  is,  that  in  her  anfwef 
we  find  thefe  words  : 

Fools  6xi  thefe  villains  pity.,  whO'  am  punifhM 
Ere  they  have  done  their  mifchief  ■    * 

n^rhich  evidently  allude  to  Glower's  c^e.  Now  I  caodot  itonceive 
that  fhe  would  here  apologize  for  what  was  not  objected  to  her. 
But  1  fuppofe  the  players  thought  the  fpeech  too  IcKig ;  which 
lias  occaiioned  throughoutyN  and  more  particularly  in  this  play« 
the  retrenchment  of  numerous  lines  and  fpbeches ;  many  of 
which  have  been  refiored  by  thd  care  and  difcemmenc  of  Mr« 
Pope.     Warburtoii, 

Here  is  a  pompous  note  to  fupport  a  cDi^e£Vure  apparently 
.  erroneous,  and  confuted  by  the  n«xi  fcene^  b  which  the  acQOUAl 
is  given  for  the  iirll  time  to  Albany  of  ^lo^er's  fufiferings, 

JOHKflO'K* 

'  —//if  mdnfan  of  the  deifn'\  Fiibes  are  the  otdy  animals  tlial 
are  knowa  tz>  prey  upon,  their  own  fpecies*    Jooit&oir* 
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Gott.  Milk4iver'd  man ! 
That  bear'ft  a  cheek  for  blows^  a  bead  for  wrongs  ; 
Who  haft  not  in  thy  brows  an  eye  difcerning 
Thine  hontmr  from  thy  fu&ring ;  ^  that  not  know'ft, 
f'oois  do  tbofe  villains  pity,  who  are  puniih'd 
Ere  they  have  done  their  mifchief*    Where'a  thy 

drum? 
France  fpreads  his  banners  in  our  mMfelefs  land  ; 
IVith  plumed  helm  thy  flayer  begins  threats  ; 
Whilft  thou^  a  moral  fool>.  fit'ft  Sill,  ana  cry'ft^ 
jilack  !  why^  does  he  Jo  ? 

Alb.  See  thyfelf,  devil ! 
*  Proper  deformity  feems  not  in  the  fiend 
So  horridy  as  in  woman* 

Gon.  O  vain  fool  I 

AU?.  *  Thou  changed  and  felf-cover'd  thing,  for 
fhame, 
Be-monfter  not  thy  feature.    Were  it  my  fitnefs 
To  let  thefe  handfr  obey  my  blopd. 
They  are  apt  enough  to  dislocate  and  tear 
Thy  flelh  and  bones : — Howe'er  thou  art  s  fiend, 
A  woman's  Ihape  doth  ihield  thee, 

Gon.  Marry,  your  manhood  now  ! 

Enter  Mejfitiger. 

Jib.  What  news  ? 

Mef  O,  my  good  lord^  the  duke  of  Cornwall's  dead; 

*  ^*-/it^  not^  &Ck]  The  rcfi  of  this  fpeech  it  omitted  in  the 
folia.    St££v£ns« 

*  Profftr  deformity '^'^1  u  e.  Diabolic  qualities  appear  not  Co 
horrid  in  the  devil  to  whom  they  belongs  as  in  woman  Who  un* 
naturally  aflumes  them.    Wa&bu&ton. 

*  Tboucbangedy  <fa^  fclf-cover'd /A/ar^, —].  Of  thefe  lines  there 
is  but  one  cop3ry  and  the  editors  are  forced  upon  conje&uT. 
They  hare  publiihed  thi^  line  thus  y 

ThoMcloiTi^d^  9tXidf elf -convene J  tYiWig; 
iKie  I  eumot  but  think  that  by ySf-^MvurV  the  author  meant,  thott 
tliat-hoff  tf^tf^  nature  by  whtkedneft  j  thou  that  haft  hid  the 
woman  under  the  fiend*    JoHKsonw 
Thi$  aitd  ib^  next  fpeech  are  omitted  in  the  folio.    Steevens. 

Slaia 
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Slain  by  his  fervant,  going  to  put  out 
The  other  eye  of  Glofter. 
Jit.  Gloftcr's  eyes ! 

Mef.  A  fervant  that  he  bred,  thriird  with  remorfe, 
Oppo^'d  againft  the  ad,   bending  his  fword 
To  his  great  mailer ;  who,  thereat  enrag'd. 
Flew  on  hin:i>  and  amongft  them  fell'd  him  dead : 
But  not  without  that  harmful  ftroke,  which  fincc 
Hath  pluckM  him  after. 

Jlk.  This  ihews  you  are  above, 
You  jufticers,  that  thefe  our  nether  crimes 
So  fpeedily  can  venge  ! — But,  O  poor  Glofter ! 
Loft  he  his  other  eye  ? 

Mef^  Both,  both,  my  lord.-— 
This  letter,  madam,  craves  a  fpeedy  anfwer ; 
*Tis  from  your  fifter. 

Gon.  C-^^-]  *  One  way  I  like  this  well ; 
But  being  widow,  and  my  Glofter  with  her. 
May  all  the  building  in  my  fancy  pluck 
Upon  my  hateful  life  :  Another  way, 
Tine  news  is  not  fo  tart.— I'll  read,  and  anfwer, 

lExit. 

JUb*  Where  was  his  fon,  when  they  did  take  his 
eyes  ? 

Mef.  Come  with 'my  lady  hither. 

AW.  He  is  not  here. 

Mef.  No,  my  good  lord ;  I  met  him  back  again. 

Alb.  Knows  lie  the  wickednefs  ? 

Mef  Ay,  my  good  lord  ;  'twas  he  informed  againft 
him ; 
And  quit  the'houfeon  purpofe,  that  their  punifliment 
Might  have  the  freer  courfe. 

M.  Glofter,  I  live 
To  thank  thee  for  the  love  thou  Ihew'dft  the  king, 

♦  One  nvay^  I  like  this  well ;]  GroBcril  is  well  pleafed  that. 
Cornwall  is  deilroyed,  who  was  preparing  war  againft  her  and 
ber  hulbanij;  but  is  afraid  of  lofing  Edmund  to  the  widow. 

JoHUsprit 

An4 


K    I    N    G      L    E    A    R.         507 

**  •     < 

A«d  to  revenge  thine  eyes.— Come  hither,  friend ; 
Tell  me  what  more  thou  knoweft.  lExeufft.. 


[*S     C     E     N     E       IIL 
^e  French  camp,  near  Dover. 

Bnter  Kentj   and  *  a  Gentleman. 

Kent.  Why  the  king  of  France  is  fo  fuddenl/r 
gone  back 
Know  you  the  reafon  ? 

Gent.  Something  he  left  imperfeft  in  the  ftate. 
Which  fince  his  coming  forth  is  thought  of ;  which 
Imports  to  the  kingdom  fo  much  fear  and  danger. 
That  his  perfonal  return  was  moft  required  and .  me-' 
ceffary. 

Kent.  Who  hath  he  left  behind  him  general  ? 

Gent.  The  marefchal  of  France,  Monfieur  le  Fert 

Kent.  Did  your  letters  pierce  the  queen 
To  any  demonftration  of  grief  ? 

Gent.  Ay,  fir ;  (he  took  them,  read  them  in  my 
prefence ; 
And  now  and  then  an  ample  tear  triird  down    . 
Her  delicate  cheek  :  it  feem'd,  Ihe  was  a  queen 
Over  her  paffion ;  who,  moft  rebel-like. 
Sought  to  be  king  o*er  her. 

Kent.  O,  then  it  mov'd  her. 

Gent.  Not  to  a  rage  :  patience  and  forrow  ftrove   . 

^  Scene  III.]  This  fcene,  left  out  in  all  the  common  books,  is 
reftored  from  the  old  edition ;  it  being  manifefUy  of  Shakefpeaie's 
writing,  and  neceflary  to  continue  the  flory  01  Cordelia,  whofe 
behaviour  is  here  mou  beautifully  painted.    Pope. 

This  fcene  ieems  to  have  been  left  out  only  to  (liprten  theplay^ 
and  is  neceflary  to  continue  the  adtion.  It  is  extant  only  in  the 
quarto,  being  omitted  in  the  firft  folio*  I  ha^e  therefore  put?  it 
Between  crotchets.    Johnson. 

^  —  a  Gentleman.']  TYxt  gentleman  whom  he  lent  in  the 
^regoing  a£t  with  letters  to  Qonlclia.    Johnson. 

Who 


5o8         KlNGLEAIU 

Who  fliould  exprels  her  goodliefi.    You  hftVfi  Teen' 
Sunihine  and  rain  tt  oace  :  ^  her  fmiles  and  tears 
Were  like  a  better  day.     Thofe  happy  fmiles  % 
That  play'd  on  her  ripe  lip,  fecm'd  not  to  know 
What  guefti  were  in  her  eyes  ;  which  parted  thence^ 


tkrfimhi  aniuafi 


Were  like  a  better  day.-^) 
It  is  plsdn,  we  fliould  rtad,— *-«  wetter  Mw^.^ 
].  e.  A  fpring  feafim  wetter  t!ian  6fdinary.    War  siTRTair. 

The  thou^t  is  taken  from  Sidney's  Jrcadhy  p.  ^44.  <^  Her 
Vttinttmt  dit)|>pbg  down  like  rafin  in  fun(hine.''  Cordelia's  be- 
haviour on  this  occaiion  is  apparently  eopfed  from  PhilocUt^i. 

The  fame  book,  in  another  place,  fays, "  th^t  her  tesn  fbl« 

lowed  one  another  like  a  precious,  rope  of  pearl*"  The  quartos 
ready*— tf  letter  way,— Which  may  be  an  accidental  inveruon  of 
l&e  M. 

h  hitif  dTift  lidwevtr,  k  tke  bej  iar^  »id  the  3e/fdaf  W  a  isif 
Tooik  &vourable  to  the  produdions  of  the  earth*  Suck  aoe  the 
days  in  which  there  is  a  due  mixture  of  rain  and  funihine. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  the  eomfqirathiue  is  ufed  hy  Milton  and 
other>,  v^^^S6^Kii^fif6fitim%xi&ftiperlati<oe^  as  Wdl  Os  by  Sfaake- 
:lfeatt  himfelf,  ia  the  play  before  us : 

**  TheyV*^  ^^B^^  ^^^  >^er  ncconmodate 

*«  Its  maftcr  thus.** 
Again,  m  Macbeth : 

"  *— —  it  hafth  ct>w'J  mjr  *rtfif^  part  of  man.** 
Agun, 

«  „   ■   f  Ga  not  my  horfe  the  hetter.^^ 
Mr.  Fope  makes  no  icruple  to  fay  of  Achilles,  that : 

\9  .j^  peKan  javelin  in  hiff  te/^hand 

<*  Shot  tr^ffiibHtig  raysy  ftt/' 
1.  e«  his  hejt  hand,  his  right.    STXHrKKil 

Doth  not  Dr.  Warburton's  alseration  lA&r  that  Cordelia's  for- 
row  was  fuperior  to  her  patience  ?  6ut  it  feem'd  that  (he  was  a 
queiAt  oter  faet  pal^- ;  aftd  the  inHes  on  her  lip  appeared  not  to 
know  that  tears  were  in  her  eyes.  Her  fmiles  and  tears  were  like 
t  bdter  day,  or  like  a  better  May,  may  fignify  that  they  were  like 
ftid^  a  fttrfbrt^  where'  funfliine  prevailed  over  rain.  So  in  JB's  wtU 
l^mendt  Weit^  KSt.  V.  Sc.  iii.  we  fee  in  the  king  ^^  funJBine  mi 
hail  at  once^  but  Iter  the  bfightei  beams  diff raded  clouds  give  way : 
the  sime  is  fair  again,  and  he  is'like  a  day  of  f(gafon,'*  i.  e.  abetter 
4ay,    TotLftr. 

«  — ^-y^/Jb.]  The  quartos  rt^i/kilets.  This  may  be  a  dimi- 
nutive of  Shakefpeare*s  coinage.    StEfivENS. 
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As  pearls  from  diamonds  dropt  •.-—In  brief,  i^rmw 

Would  be  a  mrity  moft  bcloy'd,  if  all 

Could  (6  become  it. 

Kent.  ■  Made  ihe  no  veibal  queftion  > 
Gent.  Yes ;  once,  or  twice,  Ihe  heav*d  the  name  of 
fathet 

Pantingly  forth,  as  if  it  prefs'd  her  he^rt ; 

Cry'd,  ^ers  !  ^ers  /—Shame  cf  ladies  !  fifiers  f 

Kent  /  father  !  Jjfters  !    What  f    f  the  florm  ?   ?  the 
night? 

*  Let  pity  not  be  helieved  ! — There  Ihe  ihook 
^e  holy  water  from  her  heavenly  eyes, 

*  And  clamour  moiften'd  her :  then  away  fhe  ftarted 
Xo  deal  with  grief  alone. 

Kent^ 

•  As  pearls  fivmdiammdsdnapi^ — ]  Aittoilaf  Aought'to  thk 
tf  Sliakefpeare,  occurs  io  Midaleton's  Gam^at  Chefs^  xJ^zn  : 

*•  —  the  holy  dew  lies  like  a  pearl 

*'  Dropt  ftom  the  opening  eye-4zds  of  tin  mom  . 

**  Upon  the  balhful  rofe.** 
Milton  has  tranfplanted  Ibis  imagp  intD  his  I^jQldas^- 

"  Under,  the  opening  eye^lids  of  the  ptorn^**    SrEtrgirf. 
^  *  Made  Jbe  no  verial  queftion  ?]  Dr.  WarburtOD  would  fub- 
ffitute  ^uejlj   from  the  Latin  queftus^  i,  e.  complaint :   becaufe, 
fays  he,  what  kind  of  ^efiion  coi4d  fhe  make  but  verbal  ^ 

StE£V£NS 

I  do  not  feci  d)C' impropriety  of  wbti  fu^hn :  Aieh  pleonaftM 
UC  qpinmon.  So  we  fay,  »y  ears  hmxt  heard^  my  eyes  have  he* 
keUU    Befidf»,  where  is  the  wordqsuft  to  te  fei:|nd  ?    JotiKsoH. 

Madtjbe  no  verbal  queftion  i]  Means  only,  TM  ihe  enter  iirt» 
»o  Goaveriatioi^  wkh  you  ?  In  this  feafe^qur  poet  frequently  nfea 
the  word  queftion^  and  not  £mp]y  as  the  adt.of  intorregatioit.  JM 
<blipv«y©H  so  uttdedl^  her  meaning  ijrw^^^  by  tht 

foregoing  external  teflimonies  of  forrow  ?  .  ^ 

So  iujilPs  PTell  tJluif  ends  ITell  I 

*« flic  told  me 

«*  In  a  fwaKt  «rr^4i/ brief,  &c."    Stk»vbn«. 

*  Let pi^  not  be  WtfvV/]  i.  e.  Let  not  fuch  a  tWng  as  -pttf 
be  fuppofcd  to  otift !  Thus  the  ohi  copies ;  but  the  modern  td^*^ 
lort.baTe  hitheiito  read, 

Let  pity  not  belieare  itf--- -i'^^TEETCKa^ 
»  Anddamur^moijlen^d —  ]    It  is  not  impoffiblc  but  Shakc- 
^pea]:e  might  hare  formed  this  fine  pia;ui^  of  Ck)rdclia'8  agony 

from 
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Kint.  Itistheftars, 
The  ftars  above  us,  govern  our  comiitions ; 
Elfe  *  one  felf  mate  and  mate  could  not  beget 
Such  different  ifiues.   You  fpoke  not  with  her  fince  } 

Gent.  No. 

Kent.  Was  this  before  the  king  returned  ? 

Gent.  No,  fince.  ; 

Kent.  Well,  fir ;  The  poor  diftreflTed  Lear  is  i'  tht 
town  : 
Who  fometimes,  in  his  better  tune,  remembers 
What  we  are  come  about,  and  by  no  means 
Will  yield  to  fee  his  daughter. 

Gent.  Why,  good  fir  ? 

Kent.  A  fovereign  fliame  fo  elbows  him  :  his  owi> 
unkindnefs. 
That  ftripp'd  her  from  his  benediAion,  turned  her 
To  foreign  cafualties,  gave  her  dear  rights 
To  his  dog-hearted  daughters, —  *  thefe  things  fting 
His  mind  fo  venomoufly,  that  burning  ihame  . 
Detains  him  from  Cordelia. 

Gent.  Alack,  poor  gentleman  ! 

Kent.  Of  Albany's  and  Cornwall's  powers  you  heard 
not? 

Gent.  *  'Tis  fo ;  tHey  are  afoot* 

•  •  • 

from  holy  writ,  in  the  condu6l  of  Jofeph ;  who,  being  no  longer 
ablC'  to  reflrain  the  vehemence  of  his  affe^^iony  commanded  all  his 
rc^tinue  from  his  prefence;  and  then  wift  atoxd^  and  difcovered 
bimfelf  to  his  biethren.    TH£aBALD« 

Clamour  moifiei^d her  \\  that  is,  her  oui-cries'^ere  acco7»ftuiid 
nviih  tears.    Johnson. 

^  4  oMe/elf  mate  and  mau]  The  fame  huiband  ^d  thr, 

fame  wife*    Johnson*    ■ 

5  ihfje  things  Jting  him 

So  *tfe7tomotifly^  that  hurning  Jhame']    - 

The  metaphor  is  here  preferved  with  great  knowledge'  of  na- 
ture. The  n;enom  of  poifonous  animals  being  a  high  piuftic  falt^ 
that  has  all  the  effed  of^re  upon  the  part.  ^  Warbvrton. 

^  ^Tisfo  they  are  a-foot.']  Dr.  Warburton  thinks  it  necei&fy  to 
lead)  Uisfaidi  but  thefeafe  is  plab,  $o  itisxhsx  they  are  on  foot. 

Jo«NSON. 

Kent. 
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Kent.  Weli,  fir,  I'U  bring  you  to  our  mafter  Lca?^ 
And  leave  you  to  attend  bini :  feme  dear  caufe 
Will  in  concealment  wrap  me  up,  awhile ; 
When  I  am  known  aright,  you  Ihall  not  grieve    ; 
Lending  me  this  acquaintance*    I  pray  you,  go 
Along  with  me,]  .  lExeuHt. 

K 
t 

-S     C     E     N     E       IV.  ■ 

A  tent  in  the  camp  at  Dover. 

Enter  Cor  delta j  Phyjician,  and  Soldiers. 

Cor.  Alack,  'tis  he  ;  why,  he  was  met  even  now 
As  mad  as  the  vex'd  Tea :  finging  aloud ; 
Ctown'd  with  rank  f umiter,  and  furrow  weeds ^  - 
^  With  harjocksy  hsemlock,  nettles,  cuckoo^owers. 
Darnel  %  and  all  thfe'idle  weeds  that  grow 
In  our  fuftaining  corn. — A  century  fend  forth  j    ' 
Searcli  every  acre,  in  the  high-grown  field,     .   * 
And  bring  him  to  our  eye. — What  can  man's  wif* 
dom  do, ,  .        .  ,1     ; 

In  the  reftoring  his  bereaved  fenfe  ^  ^ 

He,  that  helps  him,  take  all  my  outward  worths 

Phy.  There  is  means,  madam  : 
Our  fofter  nurfe  of  nature  is  repofe, 

7  With  hardocks,  hemlock^  &c.]'  I  do  not  remember  any  fuch 
plant  as  a  hardocky  but  one  of  the  mofi  common  weeds  it' a  iur" 
dock^  which  I  believe  (hould  be  read  here ;  and  fo  Hanmer  t^adt. 

JOHMSOIf. 

.  HarJoch  fhould  be  harlocks.    Thus  Drayton  in  otie  of  l^a 
Eclogues: 

**  The  honey-fuckle,  the  barlaciej 

**  The  lilly,  and  the  lady-fmocke,  &c,*'    Farmsx. 
InMarkham,   of  Horfes^  IS9S9   ^huriock  leaf  is  mentioned, 
*•  lurdock  or  charlock  may  be  ufed."    Steevens. 

*  Darnel^  according  to  Gerard^   is  the  moft  hurtful  of  vneedi 
among  corn.     It  is  mentioned  in  fhe  Witches  of  hancajbite^  1634 ; 

**  That  cockle,  darnel^  poppy  wild, 

**  May  choak  his  grain,  &c.*'    Stssvens* 

The. 
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3%e  which  he  lacks ;  that  to  provoke  in  hinii 
Are  many  fimples  opaiitiTe,  whefc  power 
Will  clofe  the  eye  ot  angi^. 

Cor.  All  bleft  fecrets. 
All  you  unpubliih'd  rirtues  of  the  earth> 
4Spring  with  my  tears  !  be  aidant^  and  remediate,  - 
In  the  good  man's  diftrefs  ! — Seek,  feek  for  him ; 
Left  his  ungovern'd  xage  diflblve  the  life 
That  wants  '  the  means  to  lead  it. 

Enter  a  Mejfen^er. 

AM  News,  madaib; 
The  Britiih  powers  are  maK^hing  hithcrward. 

Car^'  'Tis  Juiown  before;  our  preparation  fiands 
In  e^ioefitation  of  them.-r^O  dear  utther. 
It  is  thy  biafinefs  that  I  go  about ; 
Therefore  great  Fiance 

My  mournings  9xid '  important  tears,  hath  pitied. 
*  I^Q  blown  ambition  doth  our  arms  incite. 
But  love,  dear  love,  and  our  ag'd  father's  right : 
Soon  may  I  hear,  a&d  ice  htm !  [Exiuia. 

tbi  means  t^  lead  is*'}  The  tcaCo^  whicli  ihould  guide  ic 

JeHWSON. 

'important  .    ■■■]  In  other  places  of  tms  author  for 


importunate.    Johnsok< 

*  ^  UowA  amkkion^  ]  No  inflilsed,  noiwcllingpiide* 

Sesa  A» ihe Sp^mfli  armada; 

**  Quam  bene  te  ambitio  merCt  Tamffima,  ventus, 

«<  $1  tumidiM  tumidie  vo^iiipeftifliiaqiue.'*    JosiHdv* 

In  the  Mad  Lover  of  B,  and  Fletcher,  the  mat  epithet  ia^stn 

to  Ambition. 

Agaia,  ii»  fke  LMk  Premh  Lamer: 

*^  I  iomc  ^vich^na  iV(?u^«  ipirit  10  sAuft  y,OQ«''  SttsyxNs. 


SCENE 


•^  .» 
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S  C  E  N  E    V» 

Regan* i  palace. 

Reg.  But  arc  my  brother*s  powers  fet  forth  > 

Stew.  Ay^  madam. 

tleg.  Himfclf  in  perfon  there  ? 

Stew*  Madam^  with  much  ado : 
Vour  fifter  is  the  better  foldier. 

Reg.  Lord  Edmund  fpake  not  with  '  your  lady  at 
home  ? 

Stezv.  Ko>  madam. 

Reg.  What  might  import  my  Mer^s  letter  to  him  > 

Stew.  I  know  not,  lady. 

Reg.  'Faith,  he  is  pofted  heftce  oh  iferious  matter. 
It  was  great  ignorance,  Giofter's  eyes  being  out, 
To  let  him  live  ^  where  he  arrives^  he  moves 
All  hearts  againft  us :  Edmund,  I  think,  is  gone.. 
In  pity  of  his  mifery,  to  difpatch 
^  His  nighted  life;  moreover,  to  defcry 
The  ftrength  o^  the  enemy. 

Stew.  I  muft  needs  after  him,  madam,  with  my 
letter. 

Reg.  Our  troops  let  ^orth  to-morrow ;  ftay  with  us ; 
*rh6  ways  are  dangerous. 

Stew.  I  may  not,  madam  ; 
My  lady  charged  my  duty  in  this  bufinefs. 

Rtg.  Why  fliould  flie  write  to  Edmund  ?  Might 
not  you 
Tranfport  her  purpofes  by  word  ?  Belike, 
Something — I  know  not  what — 111  love  thee  much, 

»    ■■■  ■  yourla^  ]  The  fdio  ttadSf  jtmr  iifrJ ;  buthdy  i» 

the  iitiland  better  reading.     Johnson. 

^  His  nighted  ii/e  $]  i.  e.  His  life  made  dark  a«  nighty  by  thf 
tztin^ion  of  his  eyes,    Steevens* 

Vox..  IX.  LI  L«t 
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*  Let  me  unfeal  the  letter. 

Stew.  Madam,  I  had  rather 

Reg.  I  know,  your  lady  does  not  love  her  hulband  j 
I  am  fure  of  that :  and,  at  her  late  being  here, 
^  She  gave  ftrange  oeiliads,  and  mod  fpeaking  looks 
To  noble  Edmund :  I  know,  you  are  of  her  bofom. 

Stew.  I,  madam  ? 

Reg.  I  fpeak  in  underftandirtg ;  you  are,  I  know  it : 
Therefore,  ^  i  do  advife  you,  take  this  note  : 

'  Let  me  vnfeal^  &c.}  I  know  not  well  why  Slttkefpeare  g^vci 
the  ileward^  who  is  a. mere  factor  of  wickedhefs,  fo  much  fiddiitj. 
He  now  refufes  the  letter ;  and  afterwafds,  when  he  is  dying, 
thinks  only  how  it  may  be  fafel^  delivered*     ToitNSON. 

•  5i&^  ^tf'r/<r^r<»»p'^  oeiliads,— ——]  Oeithtde^  Fr«  a  cafi^  €r  fig- 
fiificant  glance  of  the  eye. 

Greene^  in  his  Difputation  between  a  He  and  She  Coney^atcber^ 
1592 :  fpeaks  of  ^*  amorous  glances,  iaxixWngociliades^  &c." 

Steevens. 
^  ■  I  do  advife^  youy  take  this  no\t  \\  JVi»/^  means  in  tkis 

place  not  a  letter^  but  a  remark.    Therefore  obfervc  what  I  am 
faybg.     Johnson* 

Therefore^  t  do  advife you^  take  this  note :    ' 

My  lord  is  d^ad ;  Edmund  and  I  have  taWd  ; 

y4nd  more  convenient  is  he  for  my  handy 

Than  for  your  lady^s.     Tou  mi^  gather  more. 
,  If  you  do  find  him^  pray  you  give  him  this  5 

And  lu  hen  your  miftrefs  hears  thus  much  from  you^ 

J  pray  ^  defire  her  caUher  'wifdom  to  herJ] 
This  paitage,  by  a  word^s  being  left  out,  and  a  word  mifplacdd, 
and  a  full  ftop  put  where  there  ihould  be  but  a  comma,  has  led 
all  our  editors  into  a  very  great  miflake ;  as  will,  I  hope,  appear, 
when  we  proceed  a  little  further  in  the  fame  play.  'The  emea- 
dation  is  as  follows : 

Therefore  I  do  adarife  you,  *  take  note  of  this  9 

My  lord  is  dead,  &c. 

If  you  fo  find  him,  pray  you  g^ve  him  this  : 
u  c.  This  anfwer  by  word  of  mouth.    The  editors,  not  lb  re* 
gardful  of  confiftency  as  they  ought  to  have  befen,  ran  away  wA 
the  thought  that  Regan  delivered  a  letter  to  the  ftewa^rd ;  whereas 
the  only  defired  him  to  give  or  deliver  fo  much  by  word  of  ffiouiclk 


jef>. 


•  The  like  exprcflion,  Twelfth  Night,  aft  ii.  fc.  4.— «  Sir  Tely. 
Challenge  me  tbe  duke's  youth,  to  fight  with  hiia>  hurt  him  itt 
eleven  placesj  my  niece  iball  take  noteoi  lu^ 
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My  lord  is  dead  ;  Edmund  and  I  have  talk'd  ; 

And  more  convenient  is  he  for  mj  hand. 

Than  for  your  lady's  :— '  You  may  gather  more. 

If  you  do  find  him,  pray  you,  give  him  this ; 

And  when  your  miftrefs  hears  thus  much  from  you, 

I  pray,  defirc  her  call  her  wifdom  to  her. 

So,  fare  you  well. 

If  you  do  chance  to  hear  of  that  blind  traitor, 

Prefernient  falls  on  him  that  cuts  him  off. 

Stew.  'Would  I  could  meet  him,  madam !  I  woul4 
Ihew 
f  What  party  I  do  follow. 

Reg.  Fare  thee  well.  [Exeunt. 

And  by  this  means  another  blunder  as  egregious  as  the  former, 
and  arifing  out  of  it,  prefents  itfelf  to  view  in  the  fame  a6t, 
icene  iz» 

And  give  the  letters^  which  thou  find'fl  about  me. 
To  Edmund  earl  of  Glofier^  &c. 
Sd^.  Let*8  fee  thefe  pockets :  the  letters,  that  he  fpeaks  of^ 
May  be  my  friends.  ■■ 

[Reads  the  letter,} 
Obferve,  that  here  is  but  one  letter  produced  and  read,  which  it 
Ooneril's.    Had  there  been  one  or  Regan's  too,    the  audience 
no  doubt  (hould  have  heard  it  as  well  as  Goneril's*    But  it  it 
plain,  from  what  is  amended  and  explained  above,    that  the 
Steward  had  no  letter  from  IR^egan,  but  only  a  meffiige  to  be 
delivered  by  word  of  mouth  to  Edmund  earl  of  Glower,     So  that 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the  laft  palTage  jfhduld  be  read  thus : 
And  give  the  letter^  which  thou  find'ft  about  me, 
7o  Edmund  carl  of  Glofier* 
JF/^.  Let's  fee  thefe  pockets :  the  letter j  that  he  fpeaks  of. 
May  be  my  friend.  '  ■ 

Thus  the  whole  is  connected,  clean  and  confident.        Grat. 

«  ■  Tou  may  gather  more,}  You  may  infer  more  thatt  I 

have  direftly  told  you.    Jqhrson. 
»  Hl^at  fartjf^-^l  Qjjarto,  What  lady.    Johnsoit. 


tU  SCENE 
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.'  S  C  E  N  E    VI. 

The  country  near  Dover. 

Enter  Glqfier^  and  Edgar  as  a  peafani. 

Glo.  When  fliall  we  come  to  the  top  of  that  fame 

hill  ? 
Edg.  You  do  climb  up  it  now  :  look,  how  we 

labour. 
Glo.  Mcthinks,  the  ground  is  even. 
Edg.  Horrible  fteep  : 
Hark^  do  you  hear  the  fea  ? 
Glo.  No,  truly. 

Edg.  Why,  then  your  other  fenfes  grow  impcrfedl 
By  your  eyes*  anguifli. 

Glo.  So  may  it  be,  indeed  : 
Methinks,  *  thy  voice  is  altered ;  and  thou  fpeak'ft 
In  better  phrafe,  and  matter,  than  thou  didft. 
Edg.  You  are  much  deceived ;  in  nothing  am  I 
changed. 
But  in  my  garments. 

GI04  Methinks,  you  are  better  fpoken. 
Edg.  Come  on,  fir ;  here's  the  place : — ^ftand  ffill.— ' 
'  How  fearful 

And 

'  Scene  VI.}  Thisfcene,  and  the  ftratagen*  bv  which  Glof- 
ter  is  cured  of  his  defperation,  are  wholly  borrowea  from  Sidney  V 
Arcadia.    Johnson^ 

*  thy  voice  is  alter* d^  &c,]  Edgar  alters  his  voice  In  order 

to  pafs  afterwards  for  a  malignant  fpirit.    Johnsoit. 
3  How  fearful 

And  dizzy  *tis^  to  caft  one*s  e^esfo  low  /] 
This  defcription  has  been  much  admired  fince  the  time  of  Addi- 
ioHf  who  has  remarked,  with  a  poor  attempt  at  pleafantry,  that 
**  he  who  can  read  it  without  being  giddy,  has  a  very  good  head, 
or  a  very  bad  one."  The  defcription  is  certainly  not  mean,  but 
I  am  far  frojcn  thinking  it  wrougl^  to  the  uttnofl  excellence  of 
poetry.    He  that  looks  from  a  precipce  finds  himfelf  availed  by 

one 
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And  dizzy  *tis,  to  caft  one*s  eyes  fo  low  ! 
The  crows,  and  choughs,  that  wing  the  midway  air. 
Shew  fcarce  fo  grofs  as  beetles :  Half  way  down 
Hangs  one  that  gathers  famphire  ;  dreadful  trade ! 
Methinks,  he  feems  no  bigger  than  his  head  : 
The  filhermen,  that  walk  upon  the  beach. 
Appear  like  mice ;  and  yon'  tall  anchoring  bark, 
Diminifh'd  to  ♦  her  cock ;  her  cock,  a  buoy 
Almoft  too  fmall  for  fight :  The  murmuring  furge,  • 
That  on  the  unnumbered  idle  pebbles  chafes. 
Cannot  be  heard  fo  high  : — 1*11  look  no  more ; 
X-eft  my  brain  turn,  and  the  deficient  fight 
Topple  down  headlong  *. 

Glo.  Set  me  where  you  ftand. ' 

EdgB  Give  me  your  hapd  :  You  are  now  within  a 
foot 
pf  the  eactreme  verge  :  *  for  all  beneath  the  moon 

Would 

one  great  and  dreadful  image  of  irrclifVible  deflru^tion.  But  this 
9verwhelmin|;  jidiea  is  diflipated  and  enfeebled  from  the  inftanr 
that  the  mind  can  redore  itfelf  to  the  obfervation  of  piuticulars, 
and  diffufe  its  attention  to  didindt  ol:^e6ts.  The  enumeration  of - 
the  choughs  and  crows,  the  famphire -man,  and  the  fiihers,  coun- 
terads  the  great  cfFc<5t  of  the  profpeflt,  ^s  it  peoples  the  defert 
of  intermediate  vacuity,  and  flop  the  fnind  in  the  rapidity  of 
&t«  defcent  through  emptinels  and  horror.    Johnson* 

— JreaJfui  traJe /}  **  Samphire  grows  in  great  plenty  on  moft 
of  the  fea-clifFs  in  this  country  :  it  is  terrible  to,  fee  how  people 
gather  it,  hanging  by  a  rope  feveral  fathom  from  the  top  of  the 
impending  rocks  as  it  were  in  the  air/*  Smith's  H{fi.  of  Water" 
fordy  p-315-  edit.  1774«    Tollet. 

+  — — .^^r  cock ;  — —  ]  Her  cock-boat.    Johnson. 
So,  in  the  Trageay  of  Hoffman ^  1637  : 

**  —I  caufed  my  lord  to  leap  into  the  cock^  &c.— at  lafl  our 
cock  and  we  were  caft  afliore."    SrE^iyEv^. 

5  Topple  donK'n  hfaJIofig."]  To  toffle  is  to  tumh^.  The  word 
has  been  already  ufed  in  Macbeth,  So,  in  Nafli'js  Lenten-Stuffy 
&c.  1599:  "  fifty  people  toppled  up  their  heels  there." 

Again  :  '*  —he  had  thought  to  \i2c^t  toppled  his  burning  car, 
^c.  into  the  fea.'*    Steevens. 

*  for  aU  heneath  the  moon 

Would  I  not  kap  upright.] 

L  I  3  But 
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Would  I  not  leap  upright. 

Gh.  Let  go  my  hand. 
Here,  friend,  is  another  purfc ;  in  it,  a  jewel 
Well  worth  a  poor  man's  taking  :  Fairies,  and  gods, 
Profper  it  with  thee  !  Go  thou  further  off; 
Bid  me  farewel,  and  let  me  hear  thee  going, 

Edg.  Now  fare  ye  well,  gpod  fir.        [Seems  top. 

Glo.  With  all  my  heart. 

Edg^  Why  do  I  trifle  thus  ^  with  his  defpair  ?— 
•Tis  done  to  cure  it. 

Glo.  O  you  mighty  gods ! 
This  world  I  do  renounce  j  and,  in  your  fights. 
Shake  patiently  my  great  afflidtion  off: 
If  I  could  bear  it  longer,  and  not  fall 
To  quarrel  with  your  great  oppofelefs  wills. 
My  fnuff,  and  loathed  part  of  nature,  liquid 
Burn  itfelf  out.     If  Edgar  live,  O,  blefs  him  l-r**- 
Now,  fellow,  fare  thee  welt. 

IHe  leaps^  and  falls  ahng^ 

Sut  whs^t  danger  is  in  leaping  vfnxfardi  or  downwards  ?  He  whq 
feaps  thus  muft  needs  fall  again  on  his  feet  upon  the  place  frdli( 
whence  he  rofe.    We  fhouTd  read :         '  .  . 

Would  I  not  leap  outright ; 
1.  e,  forward :  and  then  being  on  the  rerge  of  8  prectfnce  fa^ 
inuh  meeds  fall  headloftg.    Warburton. 

Dr.  Warburton  would  .not  have  written  this  note,  had  he  re* 
coUeded  a  paifage  in  17^  Wife  of  Bath\  Prologue : 

♦>  Some  let  their  lechour  dight  them  all  the  night, 

**  While  that  the  cors  lay  on  the  flore  Mpt-lght^*  pARMEli 
80|  in  Chaucer's  Monkes  Tahy  late  edit«  v.  14489  : 

**  Judith,  a  woman,  as  he  lay  z/^r/j'i^/ 

"  Sleeping,  his  bed  of  fmote,  &c,*' 
Again,  v.  i  ^048  : 

**  And  in  this  carte  he  lith,  gaping  ufri^t^ 
Agaip,  in  the  Rom.  of  the  Rofe  :■  v.  1604  : 

♦^  That  made  him  fith  to  lie  ufrighfJ^ 
IJfright  has  the  fame  fenfe  as  the  laxmfupinus*    SxEEVEHlf 
.  •       ^  Wiy  do  I  trifle  thus  with  bis  defpair  ?—  -      ,  , 

*7/i  done  to  cure  itJ\ 
perhaps  the  reading  of  the  folio  is  better,      !■■> 
\  ;  Why  I  do  trifle  thus  'with  his  dej^air^        ^ 

//  i^n^  to  cure  it^    Ste£V£NS, 

/  ..  ..  V    -  fi^Z* 
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Edg.  Gone,  fir  ?  farewell '. 
And  yet  I  know  ijot  how  conceit  may  rob 
The  treafury  of  life,  ^  when  life  itfelf 
Yields  to  the  theft :  Had  he  been  where  he  thought, 
l^y  thhf  bad  thought  been  paft. — Alive,  or  dead  ? 
Ho,  you,  fir  !  friend ! — ^Hear  you,  ^r  ? — fpeg^k  ! 

"  Thus  might  he  pafs,  indeed  : Yet  h'e  revives. 

What  are  you,  fir  ? 

Gio.  Away,  a^d  let  me, die. 

Edg.  *  Had  ft  thou  been  aught  but  goflbmer,  fea- 
thers, air,. 
So  many  fathom  down  precipitating, 
Tb0u  had*ft  ihiver'd  like  an  egg  2  but  thou  dofl 

breathe ; 
Haft  heavy  fubftance;  blee^d^ft  not;  fpeak'ft;  art  found, 
'  Ten  mafts  at  each  make  not  the  altitude. 
Which  thou  haft  perpendicularly  fallen  j 

•  Gone^  fir  ?  fare^eL']  Thus  the  quartos  and  folio.  The  mo- 
dem editors  have  been  content  to  read — Good  fir  ^  -&c*  Steevens* 

s> <when  life  itfelf 

TieUi  to  the  thtfil ^ ]  " 

When  life  is  willing  to  be  deftroyed.    Johnson. 
•    •   Thus  might  he pafs^  indeed: — ]  Thus  he  might  die  in  reality. 
We  ftill  ufe  the  vforA  paffing  bell.     Johnson. 

*  Hadfi  thou  been  aught  hut  ^^omtr^  feathers^  air^"]  Gtffomi>r&^ 
the  white  and  cobweb-like  exhalations  that  fly  about  in  hot 
funny  weather.  Skinner  fays,  m  a  book  called  l%e  French  Oar^ 
diner ^  it  iiguifies'th^  down  of  the  fow-thiftle,  which  is  drivecfta 
and  fro  by  the  wind  : 

**  As  furc  fome  wonder  on  the  caufe  of  thunder, 
**  On  ebb  and  flood,  &a  gojfomer  and  mill, 
,     '*  And  on  all  things,  till  that  the  caufe  is  wift."   Dr.  Gray. 
'  Ten  mafts  2Ltt3ich.  make  not  the  altitude y\  So  Mr.  Pope  found 
it  in  the  old  editions  ;  and  feeing  it  cbrrupt,  judicioufly  correfted 
k  to  attach.     But  Mr.  Theobald  rtftm-es  again  the  old  aoi»fe;)fe, 
a^  each.    War  bur  tow. 

'  Mt.  Pope's  conjcdure  mayibapd  if  the  word  which  he  ufea 
were  known  in  our  author's  time,  but  I  think  it  is  of  later  in-* 
jrodud^ion.     We  may  fay : 

Ten  mafts  £?«  ^«//———    Johnson. 
"Jcrhaps  we (hould  read-— at r^arr^,  i.e.  extent. 

In  Mr.  Rowe's  edition  it  is,  Ttn  mafts  at  leaft.    Steevbns* 

L  1  4  Thy 
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Thy  life's  a  miracle  :  Speak  yet  again- 

Glo.  But  have  I  fallen,  or  no  ? 

Edg.   From  the  dread  fummit  of  this  *  chalky 
bourn  ; 
Look  up  a-height ; — the  flirill-gorg'd  lark  fo  far 
Cannot  be  feen  or  heard  :  do  but  look  up. 
'    Gh.  Alack,  I  have  no  eyes.— 
Is  wretchednefs  deprive  that  benefit. 
To  end  itfelf  by  death  ?  'Twas  yet  fbme  comfort. 
When  liiifery  pould  beguile  the  tyrant's  rage. 
And  fruftrate  his  proud  wilL 

Edg.  Give  me  your  arm : 
Up  :— So ;  —How  is't  ?  Feel  you  your  legs  ?  Yoif 
ftand. 

Glo.  Too  well,  too  well. 

Edg.  This  is  above  all  ftrarigeneft. 
Upon  the  crown  o'the  cliff,  what  thing  was  that 
Which  parted  from  you  ? 

Glo.  A  poor  unfortunate  beggar. 

Edg.  As  I  flood  here  below,  methought,  his  eyes 
Were  two  full  moons ;  he  had  athoufand  nofes, 
Horns  welk'di  and  wav'd  like  the  enridged  fea  ^; 
It  was.  fome  fiend  :  Therefore,  thoii  happy  father, 
Think  that  ^  the  -olezveA  gods,   who   make    then^ 

honours  ' 

Of  men's  impoffibilities,  have  prefehr'd  thee. 

Glo.  I  do. remember  now  :  henceforth  Til  bear 
AfHiftion,  'till  it  do  cry  out  itfelf. 
Enough^  enough  J  and,  die*     That  thing  you  fpeak  of, 
J  took  it  for  a  pian";  often 'twould  fay,        'V        ' 

* 

f"  ■  ■  ■  '  chalky  bourn :]  Bo^m  feems  here  to  fignify  a  hill.  Itt 
cottimon  Hgniiication  is  a  brook.  Milton  in  Comus  ufes  hfy 
iourrty  in  the  fame  fenfe  perhaps  with  Shakefpeare.  But  in  i>ot|| 
authors  it  may  mean  only  a  ^tftf»<//iry,    Johnson. 

*  m^m. enridged  i^Ti.l  Thus  the  4to,     ^\xt  ioVio  enraged. 

Steevens. 

«  the  cleare/t  godsj-'-'mm.ll  The  purcft  5  the  mofl:  free  from 

|vil.     JoHIHSaN,        ,       .  .   / 


KING      LEAR.         521 

f be  fiend,  the  fiend :  he  led  me  to  that  place. 

Edg.  '  Bear  free  and  patient  thoughts.— -r— But 
who  comes  here  ?    ' 

Enter  Lear,  fiintafiically  drefi  up  "mithjhwers^ 

*  The  fafer  fenfe  will  ne'er  accommodate 
His  mafter  thu?.  / 

Lear.  No,  they  cannot  touch  me  for  coining ;  I 
Jim  the  king  himfelf. 

Edg.  O  thou  fide-piercing  fight ! 

Lear.  Nature's  above  art  in  that  refpeft.Tr-Thcre^s 
your  prefs-money.    ^  That  fellow  handles  his  bow 

like 

^  Bea^free  and  patient  thcugbts^\  To  be  melancholy  is  to  have 
the  mind  chained dovon  to  one  painful  idea;  there  is  .ther^fom 
great  propriety  in  exhorting  Glofter  to  free  thoughts^  to  an  cman» 
cipation  of  his  foul  from  grief  and  defpair.     JoHttsoN.     > 
^  The  i&a^x fenfe  voill  ne^ er  accommodate 

His  mafter  thus,'] 
Without  doubt  Shakefpear^  wrote  :  .       . 

Thefohcr  fenfe,  — — - 
1.  e.  while  the  underllanding  is  in  a  right  frame  it  will  never  Aut 
accommodate  its  owner ;  alluding  to  Lear's  'extravagant  dreftm 
T'hence  he  coicludes  him  to  be  mad,   •  Warbu&ton*  < 

I  read  rather : 

The /aner  fenfe  will  ne'er  accommodate 

pis  mafter  ^hus,' 
«/ -Her^  i|  Lear,  but  he  muft  be  mad:  his  found  orytf«^  fenfca 
Irould  never  fufFer  him  to  be  thus  difguifed."    Johnson. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  fafer  was  the  poet's  word^.  Soj  in 
fidcafftreffir  Meafure :  ' 

<;  JSTor  do  I  think  the  man  ofy<r/^  difcretion 

**  That  does  affe^l  it."  Steevbns. 
^  9  That  felloe  handles  his  hov^  like  a  cr^w^ keeper.]  Mr.  Pope  in 
lis  laft  edition  reads  co^w-hcper.  It  is  certain  we  muft  read  rr^wv- 
leeper.  In  feveral  counties  to  this  day,  th?y  call  a  ftuffed  figure, 
reprefenting  a  man,  and  armed  with  a  bow  and  arrow,  fet  up  to 
fright  the  crows  from'  th^  fruitvand  corn,  a  crovj-keeper^  as  well 
^S  ^care-crow,     Theobai^dI  "^      '       * 

This  croiv-kecper  was  fo  common  in  the  author's  time,  that  it 
is.  one  of  the  few  peculiarities  menfioned  by  Qrtelius  in  his  ac- 
count of  our  ifland.    Johnson.  '      , 
So,  in  the  4?th  Idea  of  Drayton  ; 

"Or 
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like  a  crqw-kceper :  '  dravr  me  a  clothier's  yard,-. 
I^jook^ .  look,  a  moufe  !  P,eacc^  peace ;— this  piece 
of  toafted  cheefe  will  do-t, — There's  my  gauntlet; 
J11  prove  it  on  a  giant.— Bring  up  the  brown  bills  *. — 
^  O,  well  jflQwn,  bird !— i*  the  clout,  i-  the  clout; 
bcwgh  !' — -^'^  Give  the  word. 

• '  • 

•*  Or  if  thouflt  not  thy  jirchciy  fo^bear^ 
*f  To  forap  bafe  ruftick  do  thyfelf  prefer ; 
**  Atid  When  corn's  fown,  or  grown  into  dbe  ear, 
**  Pra6tife  thy  quiver  and  turn  crow'ieeper*'*  ) 

Mr.  Toilet  ipforms  me,  that  Mafkham  in  hiB  Farewell  h  Uuf* 
^^ry^'^ysy  that'fuch  feryauts  ar^  called  fidd-keep^s,  otcpp^M" 
iafir/.     Stee'vens.  .  - 

"  *  Draw  me  a  chthttr^fS  yard,']  Perhaps-  the  poet  had  ia  ^ 
fiwi  A  ftanza  of  the  ^Id  ballad  of  Cheny^Chace: 
•*  Ai)  arrow  ox  a  flajj^-yarj  long, 
•*'  Up  to  the  head  d^w  he,**  Sec.**    Stefve;ns. 
•  ■*  ■  ■      i^he browp  biH$*3  A  Itill  was  a  kind  of  battle-axe: 
"  Which  is  the  oonftable's  houfe  ?—       *' 
f  *  At  the  fign  of  the  Brown  BilL**  ' 

Blurt  Mr.  ConftahU^  i6o2» 
Again,  in  Marlow*s  JT.  J^^w.  IL  1622:  « 

**  Lo,  with  a  band  of  bowmen  and  of  pikes, 
**  Br/r^njnlls^  and.targetiers,  &c.*'  Steevens, 
•  ^'O^  txftfi'jhwn^  bird!]  Lear  is  here  raving  of  arc^er^y  zi\i 
ihoodng'atL^ar/j,  as  is  plain  by  the  words  /'  t/je  clout^  that  is,  the 
nvhiie  mark  they  fet  up  and  aim  at :  hence  the  phraie,  to  hit  thh 
njohite^  So  that  we  muft  read,  O^  ^vell-Jlow/t^  barb!  i.e.  rii4 
tarbedj  or  hear ded  2Lrrow^     War  bur  ton.         '     * 

So,  in  the  Two  Maids  of-Moreclacke^  1609  : , 
-  **  Change  your  m^k,  Ihoot  at  a  white ;  come  ftick.  me  in  ^% 
ehut,  filr."  ' 

A;gath,'  inr  Tamhurlaine^  &c.  i  f  90  : 

**  For  kings  are  clouts  that  every  man  f^iopts  at.!! 
Again,  in  How  to  chufe  a  good  Wife  from  a  hadOne^^  1639 ; 
**  \  who  could  mifs  the  cAy»/, 

•*  Having  fuch  fteady  aim  ?**— 
The  author  of  7%^  Re^oifal  thinks  there  can  be  no  impropriety 
in  calling  an  arrow  a  llrdy  from  the  fwiftnefs  of  its  flight,  efpe^ 
cially  when  immediately  preceded  by  the  vfoxAs  well-fown :  but 
it  appears  that  well-flown  bird  was  the  falconers  eipreffion  when 
the  h^wk  was  fuccefsful  in  her  flight ;  and  is  fo  ufed  in  A  Woman 
hirdwiih  Kindnefs.     Steevens. 

4 Give  the  word.]  Lear  fuppofes  hin^felf  in  a  garrifon, 

«ad  before  he  lets  Edgar  pafs,  requires  the  watch- word*  Johnson. 
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Edg.  Sweet  marjoram* 

Lear.  Tafs. 

Qb.  \  know  that  voice. 

Xiiar.  *  Ha  !  Goneril ! — with  a  white  beard  !-?•' 
•  They  fjattcr'd  me  like  a  dog ;  and  told  me,  I  had 
white  hair$  in  my  beard,  ere  the  black  ones  were  there^ 
To  fay  ay^  and  noy  to  every  thing  I  (aid  ! — Ay  and 
lio  too  was  no  good  divinity.  ^  When  the  rain 
came  to  wet  me  once,  and  the  wind  to  make  xs^ 
chatter ;  wben  the  thunder  would  not  peace  at  my 
bidding ;  there  1  found  them,  there  I  fmelt  thea| 
but.  Go  to,  they  are  not  men  o'  their  words  :  thc^ 
told  me  I  was  every  thing;  'tis  a  lie  j  I  am  not 
ague-proof. 

Glon  *  The  trick  of  that  voice  I  do  well  remembqri 
Is't  not  the  king  ? 
'    Lear.  Ay,  every  inch  a  king : 
When  I  do  ftare,  fee,  how  the  fubjeA  quakes. 
I  pardon  that  man's  life :  What  was  the  caufe  ?— f 

Uidultery. .  .  > 

Thovi  ftalt  not  die  :  Die  for  adultery !  No  : 
The  wren  goes  to't,  and  the  fmall  gilded  fly 
Does  lecher  in  my  fight, 
Let  copulation  thrive,  for  Glofter^s  baftard  fon 
'^as  kinder  to  his  father,  than  my  daughters 
Got  'tween  the  lawful  flieets. 

*  ^-^Ha!  Goneril! '^fivlth  a  ^mhite  heard!;  ,■  ]  So  f«ads  tlie 
folio,  properly  5  the  quarto,  whom  the  latter  editors  have  fol- 
fowed,  has,  Ha!  GoneriU^  ha!  Regan!  they  Ottered  me^  &c. 
whiql)  is  not  ib  forcible.     Johnson. 

•  ^  "-^^T hey  flattered  me  like  a  dog  \ — ]  They  played  the  fpaniel 
to  me,    Johnson. 

'■  ^  "^When  the  rain  came  to  wet  me,  &c.]  litis  fcems  to  be  an 
ailufion  to  kins;'  Canute's  behariour  when  his  courtiers  flattered 
him  as  lord  OF  the  fea*    Steevens. 

•  The  trick  of  that  voice^l  Trick  (fays  fir  Tho.  Hanmcr)  is 
a  word  frequently  ufed  for  the  air,  or  that  fecuUarity  in  a  faee^ 
nfoiee^  or gefturey-*jjhich  dijUnguiJhes  it  from  othirs.  we  ftili  fay 
•*  —-he  has  a  trick  of  winking  with  his  eyes,  of  fpeaking  lovtd, 
^Cf"    Steevsn^,  - 

To*t 
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To't,  luxury  ',  pell-pell,  for  I  lack  foldiers. 
Behold  yon'  fimpering  dame, 
•  Whofe  face  between  her  forks  prefageth  fnow ; 
That  minces  virtue,  and  does  Ihake  tjie  head 
To  hear  of  pleafure's  name  ; 
'  The  fitchew,  *  nor  the  foyled  horfe,  goes  to't 
With  a  more  riotous  appetipel  ' 
Down  from  the  vvaift  they  are  centaurs  ^« 
Though  women  all  above  : 
But  to  the  girdle  do  the  gods  inherit, 
Beneathis  all  the  fiends*^;  there's  hell^  there's  darknefs. 

There 

'  To^t  luxury,  &ff.]  Luxury  was  the  ancient  appropriate  term 
for  incQuttTunce.  See  Mr.  poliins's  not^  oa  Tr4filus  atid  Crejjida, 
A6tV.  Scii.    Steevens. 

*  Wljofeface  hetvoeen  her  forl^ — ]  i.  e.  Her  hand  held  before 
her  face  in.lign  of  mpdefty,  with  the  fingers  fpread  out,  forky.  ' 

Warburton. 

Lbelieve  that  ^<tfor\s  ^ere  two.  prominence^  of  the  iruffriiiDg 
on  each  fide  of  the  face.    Johnson. 

The  conflruiSiion  is  not  **  whofe  face  bctweea  her  forh^  &c.** 
but  **  whofe  face  prefajjcs  fnow  between  her  forks**  So  in 
Timony  Ad  IV.  Sc.  iii. 

**  Whofe  blufh  does  thaw  the  conftcrated  fnow 

**  That  lie§  on  Dlan's  lap."  Canons  of  Critipfm. 

To  preferve  the  modefty  of  Mr.  Edwards's  happy  explanation, 
I  can  only  hint  a  reference  to  the  word  fourcheure  in  Gotgrave'^ 
DiBionary.     S  TEE  v  ens. 

3  Thejitchev:^ ]  A  polecat.     Pope. 

.  f-'-^nortbi  foyled  horfif ]  I  xp^d^  Ji ailed  horfe. 

War  BUR  TDK. 

Soilfid  horfe  is  prpbably  the  fame  as  pampered  borfe^  un  cheva\ 
jfoule.     Johnson. 

Soy  led  horfe  is  a  term  ufed  for  a  horfe  that  has  been  fed  with  kiy 
and  corn  in  the  liable  during  the  winter,  and  is  turned  out  in  thQ 
fpring  to  take  the  firil  fiufh  of  grafs,  or  has  it  cut  and  carried  in 
to  him.  This  at  once  cleanfeis  the  animal,  and  fills  him  with 
blood.    Steevens. 

5  Down  to  the  waift  they'' re  centaurs^  In  the  Malecontent^  is  a 
thought  as  fingular  as  this  : 

*'  'Tis  now  about  the  immodefl  vjaljl  of  night," 

Steevens. 
•  Beneath  is  all  the  fiends'*  i]  According  to  Grecian  fuperftition, 
every  limb  of  us  was  configned  to  the  charge  of  (bijie  particular 

deityi 
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There  is  the  fulphurous  pit,  burning,  fcalding,  ftench, 

confdmption ;— Fie,  fie,  fie !  pah  !  pah  ! 
Give  me  an  ounce  of  civet,  good  apothecary. 
To  fweeten  my  imagination  !  there's  money  for  thee* 

Gb.  O,  let  me  kifs  that  hand  ! 

Lear.  Let  me  wipe  it  firft ;  it  fmells  of  mortality. 

Gh.  O  ruin'd  piece  of  nature  !  This  great  world 
Shall  fo  wear  out  to  nought. -^Doft  thou  know  me  ? 

Lear.  I  remember  thine  eyes  well  enough,  Doft 
thou  fquiny  at  me  ?  No,  do  thy  word,  blind  Cupid; 
ni  not  love. — Read  thou  this  challenge ;  mark  but 
the  penning  of  it. 

Gb*  Were  all  the  letters  funs,  I  could  not  fee  one, 

Edg.  I  would  not  take  this  from  report ;— it  is. 
And  my  heart  breaks  at  it. 

Lear.  Read. 

Gb.  What,  with  the  cafe  of  eyes  ^  ? 

Lear.  O,  ho,  are  you  there  with  me  ?  No  eyes 
In  your  head,  nor  no  money  in  your  purfe  ?  Your 
eyes  are  in  a  heavy  cafe,  your  purfe  in  a  light :  Yet 
you  fee  how  this  world  goes. 

Gb.  I  fee  it  feelingly. 

Lear.  What,  art  mad  ?  A  man  may  fee  how  this 

K 

deity.    Gower,  De  Confejune  Amantls^  enlarges  much  on  it,  and 
concludes  by  faying: 

*«  And  Venus  throughe  the  letcherie 

^<  For  whtche  thei  hir  deifie, 

**  She  kept  all  doune  the  remenant 

^^  To  thilke  office  appertalnant.**  Collins. 

^  JFhat^  "Jiuih  the  ca/e  of  eyes  f  ]  Mr.  Rowe  changed  the  into 
this,  but  without  neceflity.  I  have  reftored  the  old  reading.  The 
cafe  of  eves  is  the/ocket  or  either  eye.  Statius  in  his  firft  TbehaiJ^ 
has  a  iimilar  expreffion.     Speaking  of  Oedipus  he  fays : 

**  Tunc  vacuos  orhes  crudum  ac  raiferabile  vitas 

<^  Suppllcium,  oftentat  ccelo,  manibufque  cruentis 

•*  YmVl^X.  inane folum. 
**  Inanefoluntj  i.  e.  vacvi  oculorum  loci^^ 
Shakefpeare  has  the  expreflion  again  in  the  Winter* s  Tale : 
** — they  feem'd  almoft,  with  flaring  on  one  another,  to  tear  the 
iafes  of  their  eyes."    Steevens. 

world 
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nfrorld  goes,  with  no  eyes.  Look  with  thine  ears :  fej 
how  yon*  juftice  rails  upon  yon*  flrtiple  thief.  Hark, 
in  thine  ear:  Change  places;  and  handy-dandyi 
u^hich  is  the  juftice,  which  is  the  thref  ? — Thon 
haft  feen  a  farmer's  dog  bark  at  a  beggar  ? 
'   Gb.  Ay,  fir. 

Lear.  And  the  creature. run  from  the  cur?  There 
thou  might'ft  behold  the  great  image  of  authority :  a^ 

dog's  obey'd  in  office. 

Thou  rafcal  beadle,  hold  thy  bloody  hand : 

Why  doft  thou  lafli  that  whdre  ?  Strip  thine  own  back; 

Thou  hotly  luft'ft  to  ufe  her  in  that  kind 

For  which  thou  whipp'ft  her.     The  ufurer  hangs  the 

cozener. 
Through  tatterM  cloaths  fmall  vices  do  appear ; 
•  Robes,  and  fqrr'd  gowns,  hide  all.     Plate  fin  with 

gold,  , 

And  the  ftrong  lance  of  juftice  hurtlefs  breaks : 
Arm  it  in  rags,  a  pigmy's  ftraw  doth  pierce  it. 
None  does  offend,  none,  I  fay,  none ;  ^  Fll  able 'cm: 
Take  that  of  me,  my  friend,  who  have  the  power 
To  feal  the  accufer's  lips.     Get  thee  glafs  eyes ; 
And,  like  a  fcurvy  politician,  feem 
To  fee  the  things  thou  doft  not.— Now,  now^  now, 

nciw : 
I'ull  off  my  boots ; — harder,  harder;  fb. 

Edg*  O,  matter  and  impertinency  mixt ! 
Reafon  in  madnefs ! 

tear.  If  thou  wilt  weep  my  fortunes,  take  my  eyes. 

^  Roles^  and  furred  gowns ^   bide  all,  ■  ]  From  hide  aU  to 

Stccufer^sllpi^  the  whole  paiiage  is  wanting  in  the  firft  edition,  fee- 
ing added,  Ifuppofe,  at  his  revifaU    Johnson. 

•  rilaile*em:'\  An  old  phrafe  fignifying  to  qualifyy  ot 

uphold  them.    SoScogan,  contemiporary  with  Chaucer,  lays: 
**  Set  all  my  life  after  thyne  ordinance, 
**  And  ahle  me  to  mefcie  or  thou  deme/* 
But  the  Oxford  Editor  alters  it  to  ahfohe.    Warburton. 

So-  Chapmaft,    in  his  comedy  of  The  Widttvii  Tears^    iSlu 
•*  Admitted!  ay,  into  her  heart,  isxiTUdhlcitt^    Steevens* 

I  kftoW 
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1  know  thee  well  enough ;  thy  name  is  Glbfter  : 
Thou  muft  be  patient ;  We  canae  cryinfe  hither. 
•  Thou  know'ft,  the  firft  time  that  we  rnieil  the  air^ 
We  wawle,  and  cry :— »I  will  preach  to  thee;  m^rkihi. 

CIo.  Alack,  alack  the  day ! 

Lear.  When  we  are  born,  we  cry,  that  we  are  come 
To  this  great  ftage  of  fools ;  *  This  a  good 

block? — 

«  thou  k»aw%  the  firft  time  tbdt  we  fmell  the  etir^ 

We  tvawle  and  cry  ^"^^1 

**  Va^tuque  locum  lugubri  complet,  utawjuum  cfl 

*<  Cui  tahtum  in  vit^  reibt  tranOre  malorum.*'    Lucretius^ 

Steevens. 
»  mmm^  Thi's  a  good  Hock  T}  1  do  not  fee  how  this  ilodk  corte- 
f)x>ncl8  either  with  his  foregoing  or  following  train  of  thoughts. 
JMadmen  think  not  wholly  at  random.  I  would  read  thus,  a  good 
'fiock.  Fhch  are  wool  moulded  together.  The  fentencc  theik 
Ifollows  properly : 

It  were  a  delicate  ilratagem  to  dice 

A  troop  of  horfe  with  felt  j— — 
i.  e.  with^^rlj  kneaded  to  a  mais,  a  pra6lice  I  believe  ibaietiinei 
ufol  in  former  ages,  for  it  is  mentioned  in  Ariofto  •• 

**  —  Fece  nel  cader  ftrepito  quanto 

**  Avefle  avutp  fotto  i  piedi  Wfeltro.^*^ 
It  is  very  common  for  madmen  to  catch  an  acddental  hint,  and 
ilrain  it  to  the  purpofe  predominant  in  their  minds.  Lear  picks 
iip  ^ftockf  and  immediately  thinks  to  furprize  his  enemies  by  a 
troop  of  horic  fhod  with  Jlocks  Qxfelt.  Yet  block  may  ftand,  if  we 
fuppofe  that  the  fight  of  a  block  put  him  in  mindof  mouadng  his  , 
horfe.    Johnson. 

■■  rtodfj'tf^^  block?— ]  Dr.  Johnfbn's  cxplinati^a 

of  this  paflage  is  very  ingenious  ,•  but,  I  believe^  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  to  adopt  it,  as  the  fpeech  itfelf,  or  at  leaft  the  a^^ion  that 
ihould  accompany  it,  will  furnilh  all  the  connexion  which  he  ftat 
fought  from  an  extrancfous  circunvftance.  Upon  the  king's  iaying. 
J' nvill preach  to  thee^  the  poet  feems  to  have  meant  him  to  pull  off 
Ills  hat^  and  keep  turning  it  and  feeling  it,  in  the  attitude  of  dne 
of  the  preachers  of  thofe  times  (whom  I  have  feen  fo  reprefented  in 
ancient  prints)  till^the  idea  of/f//,  which  the  good  hat  or  hlock  was , 
made  of,  raifes  the  ilratagem  in  his  brain  of  Aioeing  &  troop  of 
liorfe  with  a  fubfbnce  foft  as  that  which  he  held  and  moulded 
between  his  hands.  This  makes  him  ft  art  from  his  preachm'ent.— ^ 
Block  anciently  fignified  the  head  part  of  the  hat,  or  the  thing  on 
witch  a  hat  is  firmed f  and  fometimes  the  hat  itfelf*  ^  See  ikf^o^ 
^g^  about  Nothing : 

••  Hf 
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It  were  a  delicate  flratagem,  to  ftoc 
A  troop  of  horfe  with  felt :  FU  put  it  in  proofs 
And  when  I  have  ftolen  upon  thefe  fons-in-law. 
Then  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kilL 

Enter  a  Gentleman f  with  attendants^ 

Gent.  0,  here  lie  is ;  lay  hand  upon  him.— Sir, 
Your  moft  dear  daughter — — 
Lear.  No  refcue  ?  What,  a  prifoner  ?  I  am  even 

**  He  weares  his  faith  but  as  the  faihioa  of  lus  hoi)  it 

•*  changes  with  the  n6xt  llocL** 
Again,  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  JVit  at  fever al  Weapons: 

**  I  am  fo  haunted  with  thb  broad-brimM  bat 

**  Of  the  laft  progrcfs  ilock^  tvith  the  young  hatband/^ 
Greefie,  in  hh  Defence  of  Coftey-catcilf/^^  >592»  defcribing  a  »^irf 
€9mpanion^  fays,  **  he  weareth  a  hat  of  a  high  hbcke^  and  a  f)road 
brimme." 
So  in  The  RevergerU  Tragedy^  1 608 : 

**  His  head  will  l^  made  ferve  a  bigger  hUck*^ 
So  in  Decker's  Honefi  WTjore^  16^5: 

"     ■    '      we  have  blocks  for  all  heads/' 
Again,  in  Green's  Tu  ^oque^  '599  • 

*<  I  Where  did  you  buy  your  yj//f 

'  «*  Nay,  never  laugh,  par  you're  in  the  fame  blocV^ 
Again,  in  Law  Trich^  &c.  X008  :   *'  I  cannot  keep  a  block  pm 
rate,  but  every  citizen's  fon  thrulls  his  head  into  it.** 
A ffosif  in  HtfiriofftaJiiXf  1616: 

"  Your  kat  is  of  a  better  block  than  mine.'* 
Again,  in.  The  Martial  MdiJ  cf("Bcsi\xmont  and  Fletcher : 

**  Thd'  now  your  blpfck-hcad  be  cover*d  with  a  Spanlii 
block.''  / 

Again^  in  the  Two  Merry  Milkmaids^  xSzO : 

**  ——my  haberdafljfer  has  a  new  block^  and  tjrill  find  me  and 
all  my  generation  in  beanfers,  &c." 

Again,  in  Decktr^s  GuPs  Hornbook ^  1609:  **  — that  cinnot  ob- 
ferve  the  time  of  his  hatband,  nor  know  what  fafliion^d  block  ii 
moft  kin  to  his  head ;  for  in  my  opinion,  the  braine  that  caanoC 
chufc  his /f// well,  &c," 

Again,  in  jRun  and  a  great  Ca/t^  an  ancient  tolle<5t;ioti  of  Epi« 
grams,  4to,  without  date.    Ehigram  \b.    InSextinum: 

^'  A  pretty  blocke  Sextmus  names  his  hat ; 
'        *'  So  much  the  fitter  for  his  head  by-thaL"    Steevins. 
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Hie  natural  fool  of  fortune  *.— .-^tJfe  me  Well '; 
You  fliall  tave  ranfom.  Let  me  have  'a  ffirgeon^ 
I  am  cut  to  the  brain's. 

Gent.  You  Ihall  have. toy  thing*. 

Lear.  No  fec0tid$  ?  All:  myfclf  ? 
Why,  this  would  make  a  man;  '  a  man  6f  falt^  »* 

To  ufe  his  eyes  for  garden  water-pots,  - 
Ay,  and  laying  autumn Vduft.— 

Cent:  Good  fir,  * 

.  Laat\.  iWiH  die  braVely*  like  a  bridegroom ;  what  ?* 
I  will  be  jovial ;  come^  coirife,  1  am  a  king. 
My  mailers,  know  you  thfet  ? 

Genu  You  are  a  royal  brifc,  and  we  obey  you. 

Lear.  ^  Thtn  there's  life  in  it#     Nay,  come,  an 
■      you  get  it. 
You  Ihall  get  it  by  running.     Sa,  fa,  fa,  fa.     {^Exit. 

Btnt.  A  fight  fnoft  pitiful  in  the  meaneft  wretch  i 
P^ft  fpdaking  of  in  a  ting.f— Thou  hail  one  daughter. 
Who  redeems  liature  from  the  general  curfe 
Which  twain  have  brought  her  to. 

Edg.  Hail,'  gentle  fir.  . 

Gent.  Sir,  fpeed  you :  What's  your  will  I 

Edg.  Do  you  hear  aught,  fir,  of  a  battle  toward  ? 

Gent.  Moft  fure,  and  vulgar :  every  one  hears  that^ 
Which  can  diftingiiifh  found. 

*  Tlje  natural  fool  of fortunfiS^  So,  mRomto  and  Juliet: 

**  O,  I  9X£L  fortune* sioicW     St^evEns, 

%  .^ ■*  ■  ■  a  manoffalt^l  Would  make  a  man  melt  away  like 

fait  in  wet  weather.    Johnson. 

I  believe,  a  man  of  fait  is  a  man  made  up  of  tears.    In  AWs 
WeU  that  Ends  fVell^  wc  meet'  with— youryit//  tear^  head  %  and  ia 
Trorltts  and  Creffida^  the  faU  of  brokeo^  teara. 
Again,  in  Coriolanus : 

**  He  has  betrayed  your  bufinefs,  and  ^v*n  up, 

**  For  certain  drops  of  fait  y  your  city  Komc.**  Malons* 

♦  G^nt.  Good  fir  ^  — ^]  Thefc  words  I  have  reftored  fW>m  one 
of  the  quartos*  In  the  other,  they  are  omitted.   The  folio  reads; 

— — ^ —  ^fmug  bridegroom     ■  ^'  ■  '     Stkevens. 
5  Then  there*s  life  in^t^*"-'^  The  cafe  is  not  yet  de&enite. 

Johnson. 

.  Vot. IX*  Mm  fidg. 
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Edg.  But,  by  your  favour. 
How  near's  the  other  army  ? 

Gent.  Near,  and  on  fpeedy  foot ;  ^  the  main  defcry 
Stands  on  the  hourly  thought. 

Edg»  I  thank  you,  fir  :  that's  alK 

Gem.  Though  that  the  queen  on  fpecial  caufe  is 
here. 
Her  army  is  mov*d  on. 

Edg.  I  thank  you,  fir.  [Exit  Genu 

(jh.  You  ever-gentle  gods,  take  my  breath  from  mc; 
Let  not  my  worfer  fpirit  tempt  me  again 
To  die  before  you  pleafe  ! 

Edg.  Weil  pray  you,  father. 

Gh.  Now,  good  fir,  what  are  you  ? 

Edg. '  A  mod  poor  man,  made  tame  to  fortune's 
blows  * ; 
♦  Who,  by  the  art  of  known  and  feeling  fbrrows. 
Am  pregnant  to  good  pity.     Give  me  your  hand, 
ru  lead  you  to  fome  biding.r 

Glo.  Hearty  thanks  : 
The  bounty  and  the  benizon  of  heaveii 
To  boot,  and  boot ! 

Enter  Steward. 

m 

Stew.  A  proclaimed  prize  !  Moft  happy  ! 
That  ey clefs  head  of  thine  was  firft  framed  fleih 
.To  raife  my  fortunes. — ^^Thou  aid  unhappy  traitor. 


■^ibe  main  defcry 


Stands  on  the  hoterly  thought. '\ 
The  main  body  is  cxpe^ed  to  he  defcrfd  every  hour.    The  cr- 
preffion  is  harfii.    Johnson, 

•  made  tzme  to /brtune^s  ilows,"}  The  quartos  read: 

—made  lame  hy  fortune's  blows.    Steevens. 

•  Who^  hy  the  art  of  kno^jjn  and  feeling  for  ro^w^  i.  e.  Sorrows 
paft  and  prefcnt ;  but  the  Oxford  Editor  lofes  all  this  fenfe  bj 
altering  it  to, 

* I  knowing  and  feeling.    WARBURToifr 

..      Briefly 
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*  Briefly  thyfelf  remember  : — The  fword  is  out 
That  muft  deftroy  thee; 

Gh.  Now  let  thy  friendly  hind 
Put  ftrength  enough  to  it.  [Edgar  oppbfeii 

Stew.  Wherefore,  bold  peafailt^ 
i)ar*fl:  thou  fupport  a  publifh'd  traitor  ?  Hince  j 
Left  that  the  infedion  of  his  fortune  take 
Like  hold  on  thee.     Let  go  his  arm. 

Edg.  Chill  not  let  go,  zir,  without  vurther  *cafiod# 

Stew.  Let  go,  flave,  or  thou  dy'ft; 

Edg'.  Good '  gentleman,  *  go  your  gait,-  and  let 
poer  volk  pafs.  And  ch'ud  ha'  been  zwagger'd  out 
of  my  life,  'twould  not  ha'  been  z6  long  as  'tis  by  a 
vortnight*  Nay,  come  not  near  the  old  mairi ;  keep 
out,  ^  che  vor'ye,  or  ife  try  whether  *  your  coftard 
or  my  bat  *'be  the  harder  :  Ghi'U  be  plain  with  you. 

SteTx).  Out,  dunghill ! 

Edg.  Ch'ill  pick  your  teethj  zir,:  Come ;  ^  rid  mat- 
ter vor  your  foyns.  [Edgar  knocks  him  down. 

^  Briifli  thyfelf  remember. ^"^"y  i.e.  Quickly  recoiled  thepaffi 
ofiences  of  thy  life,  and  recomiiteiid  thyfelf  to  heaveti. 

V  •  WARBtJRTdN. 

*  — — ^tf  your  gaiti  ■  '  ]  Gang  your  gate  i?  a  common  ex-» 
pi^flion  in  the  North.  In  the  laft  rebellion,  when  the  Scotch 
{bldiers  had  finilhed  their  exetcife,  inftead  of  our  term  of  di^mif- 
.fion^  their  plir2i{t  wsis,  gang  your  gal h.  'SteeveJjs; 

3   ^mrnrn^  che  vary e^ J  I  warn  you*    Edgar  counterfeits  the 

weftem  dialed^.    Johnson^. 

♦  i-^your  coflard, — ]  Coftard^  i.  e.  head.   So,  in  It,  Rich.  Ill : 

**  Take  him  over  the  cofiard  with  the  hilt  of  thy  fword.** 

StS£Y£N8. 

5  my  bat,]  uti  club.     So,  in  Spenfer: 

*«    I.   .    ■ a  handfome  hat  he  held 

**  On  which  he  leaned,  as  one  far  in  eld.'* 
So,  in  Mupedorm^  1 668  : 

*'  With  this  my  hat  T  will  beat  oiit  thy  brains.*^ 
Again,  in  the  Pinner  of  Wakefield^   '  599  • 

<*  let  every  thing  be  ready, 

,  *'  And  each  of  you  a  good  hat  on  his  neck.**    Steevens. 

.  *  ■'■       no  matter  <vor yonr  foins,]  To  foyn^  is  to  make  what  we 
call  a  thrujl  in  fencing.     Shakefpeare  often  ufes  the  Word* 

Steevens. 

M  m  2  Stffw. 
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Stew.  Slave,  thou  haft  flain  me: — ^Villain,  take 
my  purfe ; 
If  ever  thou  wilt  thrive,  bury  my  body  ; 
And  give  the  letters,  which  thou  find*ft  about  me, 

50  Edmund  carl  of  Glofter ;  fcek  him  oiit 
pon  the  Engliih  party  :—0,   untimely  death, 
,    death!- — »  [Dies. 

Edg.  I  know  thee  well :  A  fcrviceable  villain ; 
As  duteous  to  the  vices  of  thy  miftrefs. 
As  badnefs  would  defilre. 
^  Glo.  What,  is  he' dead? 

Edg.  Sit  you  doWn,  father ;  reft  you.— 
Let's  fee  his  pockets  :  thefe  letters,  that  he  fpeaks  of, 
May  be  my  friends. — He's  dead ;  I  am  only  forry 
He  had  no  other  death's-man.— Let  x\$  fec>  ■ 
Leave,,  gentle  wax,  ahd,  manners,  blamfe  us  not  : 
^  To  know  our  enemies'  minds,  we*d  rip  their  heat ts ; 
Their  papers  are  more  lawful. 

Reads  the  letter.  . 

Let  our  reciprocal  vows  bf  remembered.  Tou  have  maty 
opportunities  to  cut  him  off:  if  your  will  want  noty  time 
and  place  wilt  be  fruitfully  offered.  There  is  nothing 
doney  if  he  return  the  conqueror :  Then  am  I  the  pri^ 
foncTy  and  his  bed  my  gaol;  from  the  loathed  warmth 
whereof  deliver  mcy  and  fapply  the  place  for  your  la- 
tour. 

Tour  (wifey  fo  Izvouldfay}  afeSionatefervant% 

Gronerih 

^  To  knmv  our  enemt^  minds^  wi  rip  their  hearts  ; 
Their  papers  are  more  lawfutJ] 
This  ii  darkly  exprdTed  :  the  meaning  is.  Our  enemies  are  put 
iipon  the  rack,  and  torn  In  pieces  to  extort  confeflkm  of  their  fe* 
crets ;  to  tear  open  their  letters  is  more  lawful.    Warbitrton. 

The  quarto  reads,  lu^V  rip  their  hearts,  and  fo  I  hare  printed 
it.    Steeyens. 

•  — • — affeHiftnate/crvantJ]  After  fer^vant^  one  of  the  quartos 
has  this  flrange  continuation  :  ^^  *Mi»aDd  for  you  her  owne  for 


'v^nter^  Gonorill."    Steevens. 


O  ua* 
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^  O  undiftinguifh'd  fpace  of  woman's  will ! 

A  plot  upon  her  virtuous  hiufband's  life ; 

And  the  exchange,  my  brother  !-^Here,  in  the  fands, 

*  Thee  V\l  rake  up,  the  poft  unfanftified 

Of  murderous  lechers :  and,  in  the  mature  time. 

With  this  ungracious  paper  ftrike  the  fight 

Of  *  the  death-pradis'd  duke :  For  him  'tis  well. 

That  of  thy  death  and  bufinefs  I  can  tell. 

J[ExU  Edgar  J  removing,  the  bod^^ 
Gh.  The  king  is  mad  :  liow  ftiff  is  my  vile  fenfe. 
That  I  ftand  up,  '  and  have  ingenious  feeling 
Of  my  huge  forrows !  Better  I  were  diftraft  : 
So  Ihould  my  thoughts  be  *  fevcrM  from  my  griefs ; 
And  woes, .  by  wrong  imaginations,  lofe 
The  knowledge  of  themfelvcs* 

Re-enter  Edgar. 

Edg.  Give  me  your  hand  : 
Far  off,  methinks,  I  hear  the  beaten  drum. 
Come,  father,  Vl\  beftow  you  with  a  friend.   {Exeunt. 

»  O  unMJtinguifl^dfttace  of  W9maf^i^x.\'\  So  the  itrft quarto 
reads,  but  the  iirft  folio  better,  *wilU  I  Imte  no 'idea  of  the 
meaning  of  the  firii  readmg,  but  the  other  is  extremely  fatirical;' 
the  varium  &  mutahiUfemfer^  of  Virgil,  more  fironely  and  hap- 
pily exprdied*  The  mutability  of  a  woman's  «v///,  which  is  fo  fud-' 
den,  that  there  is  no  fiMce  or  diftance  between  the  prefent  <tv/// 
and  the  next,  JEfoneK  Sancho  explains  this  thought  with  infinite 
humoiii:,  Entre  el  fi  jf  el  node  la  muger^  no  me  atreveriayo  afO'p 
nernnafuntad^alfikr.  Between  a  woman* syts  and  no  I  would 
not  undertake  to  tbrufi  -a  pin*s  point*    War  bur  ton. 

*  nee  m  rake  up^ ]  VM  co*ver  xhtt.    Jn  Staffordihire,  to 

rake,  the  fire.,  is  to  coyer  it  with  fuel  for  the  night.     Tohnson. 

*  ••^'^the  death-praBis^d  duke:"]  The  duke  of  Albany,  whofo* 
death  is  machinated  by /r^/re  or  treafon.    Johnson. 

*  *■   '   and  have  ingenious  feeling]  Ingenious  feeling  fignifies  4 
feelio^  from  gn  underftanding  not  diflurbed  or  difordered^  but 
which,  reprefenting  things  as  they  are,  makes  the  fenfe  of  paiQ  * 
the  moreexquifite.    WAliBxritTON. 

*  mmmmmj0ti;ef»d^^^'\  Thc  quartos  lesA  fenced*    $teevens. 

Mm  3  SCENE 
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S    C    E    N    t       VII, 

^  /^«/  f»  th  French  camp. 

Enter  Cordelia,  KenU  and  Thyjician, 

Cbr.  O  thou  good  Kent,  how  Ihall  I  live,  afid 
work. 
To  match  thy  goodnefs  ?  My  life  will  be  too  Ihort, 
And  *  every  meafur^  fail  mp. 

Kent.  To  be  acknowledged,  madam,  is  o'crp^y'd, 
All  my  reports  go  with  the  modeft  f ruth  j 
Npr  more,  nor  dipt,  but  fp. 

Cor.  ^  Be  better  fuited  :  '  — 

*  Thefe  weeds  are  memories  of  thofc  worfer  hoyrs; 
I  pr'ythee,  put  them  off. 

Kent.   Pardon  me,  dear  madarn  ; 
Yet  to  be  known,  ^  ihortens  my  made  intent : 
My  boon  I  make  it,  that  you  know  me  not, 
'Till  time,  and  I  think  meet. 

Cor.  Then  be  it  fp,  mygopdlofd. — -r- 
How  does  the  king  ?  [To  the  Phyjician, 


•  ^  \  ■  ."  every  meafute fail  meJ^  All  good  which  I  fhall  allot 
thee,  or  meafur^  out  to  thee,  will  bofcant^,     JoHKSOfN, 

^  Behf  iter  fitted:']  i.e.  Be  .better  dreft,  put  on  a  better  fuit 
of  cloaths.    Steevens, 

*  Thefe  iKfpeds  ajce  memoiies  ef^  thefe  'Wtfrfer  hours  ;]  MemprkSy 
i.  e.  Memorl  il6j-  riemenibraiica*?.    ohakefpeare  uies  the  word  in 
the  fame  fenfe^.  As  Tou  Like  Ity  a6l  II«  fc.  j; :' 
f  O,  my  fvveet.jwailer  !  O  you  memory 

'«  Of  old  fir  Rowland!*'. SteeVens, 

So,  \nSxoyiftHSurrvcyofLondonj   i6i3.:    ■ 

'*  A  printed  rnemorie  ha^w^ng  up  in  a  tafcle  at  thtf  catrancc  into 
the  cbiirch-door.-'    Malone. 

7  Jhortens  r^y  made  iniaft.;^  There  is  a  diflbnancyof 

ttrms  in  maJf  intent ;  one-  implying  the  idea  of  a  thing  done, 
the  other,  undone.  I  fuppofe  Shakefpeare  WrcJte-^laid  intent\ 
^,  e.  projected,    WA|t burton.  ' 

*  Ah  intent  made^  is 'an  mtcyat  farmed.  So  we  fay  in  common 
JgpgU9ge|  to  ?nakc  ^  dcjign^  and  to  make  a  refsimtien.  '  Johnson'. 

■'■'"•'■■ ■ "\     '  m 
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Phyf.  Madim,  flccps  ftilL 

Cor.  O  you  kind  gods. 
Cure  this  great  breach  in  his  abufed  nature  !  . 
The  untun'd  and  jarring  fenfes,  O,  wind  up 
•  Of  this  child-changed  father ! 

Phyf.  So  pleafe  your  majefty. 
That  we  may  wake  the  king  ?  he  hath  flept  long. 

Cor.  Be  governed  by  your  knowledge,  and  proceed 
I'  the  fway  of  your  own  will.     Is  he  array'd  ? 

Lear  is  brought  in  in  a  chair. 

Gent.  ^Ay,  madam;  in  the  heavinefs  of  hisfleep. 
We  put  freih  garments  on  him. 

Phyf*  Be  by,  good  madam,  when  we  do  awake  him; 
I  doubt  not  of  his  temperance. 

Cor.  *  Very  well. 

Phyf.  Pleafe  you,  draw  near. — Louder  the  mufic 
there ! 

Cor.  O  my  dear  father !  *  Reftoration,  hang 

•  Of  this  child'changed  father  !1  i.e.  Changed  to  a  child  by 
Ilk  years  and  wrongs ;  or  perhaps,  reduced  to  this  condition  by 
his  children.     Steevbns. 

^  ufyy  madam^  &€.]  The  folio  gives  thefe  four  lines  to  a  Gen^ 
tleman.  One  of  the  quartos  (they  were  both  printed  in  the  fame 
year,  and  for  the  fame  printer)  gives  the  two  firfl  to  the  DoHor^ 
and  the  two  next  to  Kmt.  The  other  quarto  appropriates  the 
two  ^irfl  to  the  Di>Bor^  and  the  two  following  ones  to  a  Gtntleman. 
I  have  given  the  two  firil,  which  beft  belong  to  an  attendant, 
to  the  Gtntiemqn  In  waiting,  and  the  other  two  to  the  Phyfoiany 
on  account  of  the  caution  contained  in  the^i,  which  is  more 
fuitable  to  his  profeilion.     St££V£NS« 

*  Fery  well.}  This  and  the  following  line  I  have  rcftored  from 
the  quartos.     Stkeveks. 

*  Reftoration,  hang 

Thy  medicine  on  my  lips  \  J 

This  is  fine.  She  invokes  the  goddefs  of  health*  Hygieia,  under 
the  name  of  Rejiauration^  to  make  her  the  minifter  of  her  rites, 
in  this  holy  office  of  recovering  her  father's  loft  fenfes. 

War  BUR  TON. 
' Rejiorationi^  no  more  thj»  w^wry  perfonified.    Steevens.  : 

M  m  4  \THy 
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Thy  medicine  on  my  lips.;  and  let  tl^iikifii 
Repair  thofe  viplent  harms,  that  my  two  lUbers. 
Have  in  t*hy  reverence  made ! 

Kent.  I^ind  and  dear  princcfsJ 

Cor^  Had  you  not  been  their  father,   thefe.  whito 
flakes 
Had  challenged  pity  of  them.    Was.  this  a  facer 
To  be  exposM  againft  the  warring  winds  ? 
**  To  ftand  againft  the  deep  dread-boltejd  thunder.^ 
In  the  moft  terrible  and  nimble  ftroke 
.  Of  quick,  crofs  lightnbg  ?  *  to  watcb  (poor  perdu !) 
VTith  this  thin  helm*  ?  ^  Mine  enemy's  dpg^ 

4  The  lines  within  the  aderifts  are  on^itted  in  the  folio» 
♦  7i>  waffb  {poor  perdue  :) 

Witb  this  thin  -helm  f  ]  It  ought  to  be  read  and  pointed  .thus : . 

To  ws^tch,  poor  f^rdif! 
With  this  thin  helm  ?  ■ 
T{^e  alluiion  is  to  the  forlor^i-hope  in  an  army,  which  are  put 
upon  defperate  adventures^  and  dilled  in  French  enfansperiisi 
ihe  therefore  calls  her  izxhsr^  poor ptf:dm. perdue^  which  is  the 
co^imon  reading,  being  the  feminine.  Thdfe  enfans  perdus  be*; 
ine  always  {lightly  and  badly  armed,  is  the  re^fon  that  (he  adds, 
Wi^h  this  thin  helm ?  i.e.  bareheaded.    Warbuston. 

Dr.  Warburton's  explanation  of  th^  v(oxd  perdu  Is  juil,  though 
th^  latter  part  of  his  aifertibn  has  not  the  leail  foundation.  Pau't 
lus  Joviui,  fpeaking  of  the  body  of  men  who  were  anpently  fe&t 
on  this  defperate  adventure,  fays,  *'  Hos  ab  immoderata  .forn<^ 
tudine  perdltos  vocint,  et  in  urmmp  honore  atq^ie  admiratione 
habent.' -  It  is  not  likely  that  thojfe  who  deiGbrved  fo  well  of  thdr- 
country  for  ezpofing  themielves  to  certain  danger,  fliould  be  fent 
put,  fumma  admiratione^  and  jet  flightly  and  badly  armed. 

The  fame  allufiot^  occurs  m  fir  W.  Davenant's  Love  andHo-^, 
«^»r,   1649;  ■        ' 

««  ■■    I  have  endurM 

^^  Another  night  would  tire  2Lperdu^^ 
*\  More  than  a  wet  furrow  iwd  a  great  frpfi^"  . 
J^gain,  in  Cartwright^s  Ordinary: 
«<  as  ioxperdues^ 

f  ^  Some  choice  Ibus'd  fi(h  brought  couchant  in  a  diih 
*^  Among  fome  fenifel  or  fome  other  grafs, 
*'  Shews  how  ihey  lye  i*  th' field."    Steevjehs. 

s.  * Mine  enemy s  dog^  Thus  the  folio.    Both  the  quartos 

yead,  Mine /ff/W««i  dog.    FofiiUy  xS>&  poet  .wrote^f-^-Minei^V'* 
ff^^dog,     ST5?VBIi5t  •      >     •<     . 
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Though  he  had  bit  mc>  fflKiUld  htveitoodthat  nightf 

Againit  my  fire ;  And  waft  thou  faii^  poor  father^ 

To  hovel  thee  with  fwine,  and  rogues  forlorn^  * 

In  ibort  and  mufty  ftraw  ?  Alatk»  ^ack ! 

'Tis  wonder,  that  thy  life  and  wits  at  once 

f  Had  not  concluded  alk—*He  wakes ;  fpeak  to  him* 

Piyf  MadaoH  do  you;  'tis  fittcft* 

Cor.  liow  does  my  rtiyal  lord  ?  H6vr  fares  youi? 
majefty  ? 

Lem'*  You  do  me  wrong,  to  take  me  out  o^  the 
grave ;    -'  ■ 
Thou  art  a  foul  in  blifs ;  but  I  am  bound 
Upon  a  wheel  of  fire,  that  mine  own  tears 
Do  fcald  like  molten  lead* 

Cor.  Sir,  do  you  know  me  ? 

Lear.  You  are  a  fpirit,  I  know :  When  did  you  die? 

Car.  Still,  ftUl,  far  wide  !        ^ 

Pfyf.  He's  fcarce  awake ;  let  him  alone  awhile. 

Lear.  Where  have  I  been  ?  Where  am  I  ?— Fair 
day-light  ?— 
'I  am  mightily abus'd. — I  fhould  even  die  with  pity^ 
Xo  fee  another  thus. — I  know  not  what  to  fay;—* 
I  will  not  fwear,  thefe  are  my  hands  :-^letVfe6  • 
I  feel  this  pin  prick.    'Would  I  were  aflvrr'd . 
Of  my  condition. 

Car.  O,  look  upon  me,  fir. 
And  hold  your  hands  in  benedifiion  b^er  me* 


^  Had  Hot  emcbtJed  all.——*]  All  what?  w6  fhould  read  aadf' 
point  it  thus  1 

Had  not  concluded.— i- Ah ! 
An  exclamation  on  perceiving  her  father  wake.    Waslbij&tok. 

The  plain  confirudion  is  this :  It  is  wonder  that  thy  wits  and 
life  had  not  all  ended*    Johksok. 

So,  in  Spenfer's  Faery  ^een^  c.  yiii : 

**  Ne  fpared  they  to  ftrip  her  naked  att.*^ 
^gain,  in. Tinton: 

**  And  difpoflcfs  her  tf//.'*    Steevens. 

^  I  am  mightily  abused* ]  I  am  flrangely  impoied  on  hf 

dPpear^ces  f  I  am  in  a  ftrange  mifl;  of  uucertamty*    Johnson. 

No, 
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•:Noi  fir,  you  moft  not  kneel. 

hear.  Pray,  do  not  mock  me  ^  : 
I  am  a  very  fooliih  fond  old  man, 
Fourfcore  and  upward  ;      v 
Not  an  hour  more^  nor  lefs  :  and,  to  deal  plainly, 
'Ifear,  I  am  not  in  my  perfeft  mind. 
Methinks,  I  lhoi>ld  know  you,  and  know  this  man ; 
Yet  I  am  doubtful :  for  1  am  mainly  ignorant,     - 
What  place  this  is  ;  and  all  the  ikill  I  have 
Remembers  not  thefe  garments  ;  nor  I  know  not 
Where  I  did  lodge  laft  night :  Do  not  laugh  at  me; 
For,  as  I  am;  a  man,  I  think  this  lady    . 
To  be  my  child  Cordelia, 

Cor,  And  fo  I  am,  I  am. 
•    Lear.  Be  your  tears  wet?    Yes,  'faith.     I  praj''. 

Weep  not: 
If  you  have  poifon  for  me,  I  will  drink  it, 
I  know,  you  do  not  lOve  me ;  for  your  iifters 
Have,  as  I  do  remember,  done  me  wrongs   • 
,  You  have  fome  caufe,  they  have  not. 

Cor.  No  caufe,  no  caufe. 

Liar.  Am  I  in  France  ? 

KmU  In  your  own  kingdom,  fir. 

hear.  Do  not  abufe  me. 

l^hyf.  Be  comforted,  good  madam  :  the  great  rage, 

*  No^J^j  y&H  mmfi  net  kneel.']  This  circumilance  I  find  in  the 
old  play  on  the  fame  fubjcft,  apparently  written  by  another  hand, 
and  publifhed  before  any  edition  of  Shakefpeare's  tragedy  had 
made  its  appearance.  As  it  is  always  difficult  to  fay  whether 
thefe  accidental  refemblances  proceed  from  imitation,  or  a  fimj- 
larity  of  thinking  on  the  fame  occafion,  I  can  only  point  out  this 
to  the  reader,  to  whofe  determination  I  leave  the  queiVion. 

Steevens. 

•  Fray  do  not  mock  me."]  So,  in  the  Winter^i^  Tale^  att  V ; 

*'  Let  no  man  mock  me, 

*'  For  I  will  kils  her."    Steevens. 
'  I  fear  ^  I  am  not  in  myferfiSl  mind.]  The  quarto  reads : 

I  fear,  I- am  not  perfect  in  my  mind.    Johnson. 
So  one  of  the  quartos.    The  other  reads  according  to  the  pre* 
I  fcnt  text.   -St'eeveks'.'  "    ~ 

You 
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You  fee,  *  is  cur'd  in  him :  [ » and  yet  it  is  danger 
*  To  make  him  even  o'er  the  time  he  has  loft.] 
Defire  him  to  go  in  ;  trouble  him- no  more, 
^Till  further  fettling. 

Cor.  .Will't  pleafe  your  highnefs  walk  ? 

Lear^  You  muft  bear  with  me  : 
Pray  you  now,  forget  and  forgive :  I  am  old,  and 
fooliih. 

[^Eixeunt  Lear,  Cordelia,  Phfician^  and  Attendants. 

[Gent.  ^  Holds  it  true,  fir, 
That  the  duke  of  Cornwall  was  fo  flain  ? 

Kent.  Moft  certain,  fir. 

Gent.  Who  is  conduftor  of  his  people  ? 

Kent.  As  it  is  faid,  the  baftard  fon  of  Glofter^ 

Gent.  They  fay,  Edgar,    . 
His  banilh'd  fan,  is  with  the  earl  of  Kent 
In  Germatiy. 

Kent.  Report  is  changeable. 
'Tis  time  to  look  *  about ;  the  powers  o'  the  kingdom  ' 
Approach  apace.    .        . 

Gerit.  The  arbitrement  is  like  to  be  bloody. 
Fare  you  well,  fir.  ^^^^^ 

Kent.    My  point  and  period   will  be  throughly 
wrought,.  .      .°    "^ 

Or  well,  or  ill,  as  this  day's  battle's  fought.]  .  Exit. 

•* //f»rV ]     Tbus  the  quartos.    The  folio  rcadf, 

— 18  i///V.      StEEVENS,  - 

^  Andyet^  &c.]  This  is  not  in  the  folio.    Johnson. 

*  To  make  him  en^en  o'er  the  time J  i-  e.    To  recoacile  it  to 

nis  apprehenfion'.     Warburton. 

«  What  is  printed  in'crotchets  is  not  in  the  folio.  It  is  at  leaft 
prt>pcr  ir  not  neeefiary ;  and  was  omitted  by  the  author,  I  fuppofe, 
for  no  other  rcafon  than  to  fliorten  the  rcprefentation.    Joh juok. 
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•  •  • 

A  C  t    V.       SCENE      I. 

^e  camp  of  the  BHfj/b  forces,  near  Dover. 

Eater y  with  drums  and  colour s,  fidmund,  Jiegan,  Gen^ 

tkmerij  and  Soldiers. 

Edm.  Know  of  the  duke,  if  his  laftpurpofchold; 
Or  whether  fince  he  is  advised  by  aught 
To  change  tfee  courfe  :  He's  full  *  of  alteration, 
And  felf-reproying : — bring  ^  his  conftant  pleafurci 

Re^.  Our  lifter^  man  is  certainly  mifcarry'dj 

£^.' 'Tis  to  be  doubted,  madam. 

Reg.  Now,  fweet  lord, . 
You  know  the  goodnefs  I  intend  upon  yoii : 
Tell  me,— but  truly^-^-but  then  fpeaik  the  truth. 
Do  you  pot  love  my  lifter  ? 

Edm.  In  honoured  love. 

{Reg.  •  But  have  you  never  found  my  brother's  way  * 
To  the '  fore-fended  place  ? 

•  «■     i'      rf  al^cratiooy]  One  of  the  quartos  reads, 

**         *  of  ahdicationm     Steevens. 
7  •-.^  hisQoti&2axXJ>kafur4.'\  'His  fettled  ^refolutipn* .   .     . 

Johnson. 

•  But  have  you  never  ^  ^^'l  '^^Jir^  and  /a/?  of  thcfe  fpeecbeSt 
pvinted  within  crotchets,  are  inferred  iu  Sir  ThomaB  tianmer's, 
Theobald's,  and  Dr.  Warburton*s  editions  i  the  two  intermediate 
ones,  which  were  omitted  in  all  others,  I  have  reftored  from  the 
olfl  quartos,  1608.  Whether  they  were  left  out  through  negli- 
gence^ or  becaufe  the  imagery  contained  in  them  might  be 
thou^t  too  luxuriant,  I  cannot' determine;  but  fure  a  material 
injury  is  done  to  the  charader  of  the  Baftard  by  the  omi&n ; 
forhciB  made'to  deny  that  flatly  at  firft,  which  the  poet  only 
meant  to  make  him  evade,  or  return  flight  anfwers  to,  till  he  is 
urged  fo  far  as  to  be  obliged  to  iheiter  hi^nfelf  under  an  imme- 
d:atc  falfliood.  Query,  however,  whether  Shakefpeare  meant  us 
to  believe  that  Edmund  had  a^ually  found  his  way  to  the  fore- 
fended  place.    Steevens. 

'».*-.»_  ibre-fended/&rtf  ?]  For t-f ended rsa^s^^frohihiud^  firn 
hidden^    Steevens. 
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Eim.  That  t^iwg^t  abufes  you. 

I{£g.  I  am  doubtful  that  ypu  have  been  cojijua*  " 
And  ^  bofom'd  with  her,  as  far  as  w^  cgU  h^p* 

Edm.  No,  by  mine  honour,  ipaclam*3 

Reg.  I  never  ihail  endure  her :  Pearmylord, 
Be  not  familrar  wii;h  her. 

EJm.  Fear  me  not: —   . 
She,  and  the  duke  her  hulband,— — 

m 

Enter  Jlbany^  Gonffil^  and  SohSers.      •         ' 

Gon.  I  had  rather  lofe  the  batf  If ,  than  th^t  fitter 
Should  Ipofen  hirn  ^ad  ipe.      "  LS4^ 

Mb.  Our  yery  iQvinjg  fitter,;  well  be  me^.7— -^  - 
*  Sir,  this  I  hear,  T|\?  king  i^  covfic  to  his  cbug^er, 

s  ...-.  bofomM  wifh  &^»*-]  Bofwfd  is  ufed  in  tliis  ibife  bf 
Ueywood,  in  Uc  Fair  Maid  wfthe  Wefi^  1631 :" 

**  Wt'U  crown  our  tiobCs  and  wiflics'yuh  f^ore  pon^  , 

^^  And  fumptuoorcoiCy  than  I^iiAi  did  his  ion     '  ' ' 

**  That  night  be  Safim'd Heleh.'f 
Afain,  in  Heywood'^  £^^  jfj^^,  ^^'3  : 

'^^  With  fair  Alcmena,  ihe  that  never  3^/awV 

**  Morcal,  {avethce."   Steevens. 

*  Sir  J  this  I  har^-^^to^make  effofif^"]  This  is  a  veiy  plaia 

fpeech,  and  the  meaning  is.  The  king,  and  others  whom  we  hare 

oppofed  are  come  to  Corddia.    I  could  never  be  valiant  but  in  x 

juu  quarrel*    We  mufl  difiinguifli ;  it  is  juOl  in  one  fenfe  and 

unjuft  in  another.    As  France  invades  our  land  I  am  concerned  t» 

repel  him,  but  as  hcJfoUs,  entertains,  and  fupports  the  king,  and 

others  'Mham  I  fear  mznyjuj}  and  heav^  caufes  Moke^  or  compel, 

as  it  were,  to  oppofe  us,  I  efbeem  it  unjuft  to  engage  againft  thdn. 

Thisfpeech,  thus  interpreted  according  to  the  common  readings 

IS  likewife  very  nece(!ary :  for  otherwife  Albany,  who  is  cha- 

ra&rifed  as  a  man. of  honour  and  obferver  of  juAice,  gives  no 

reafon  for  going  to  war  with  thofe,  whom  he  owns  had  been  mucW 

injured  undef  th^'  countenance  of  his  power*    Notwithftanding 

this,  Mr.  Theobald,  by  an  unaccountable  turn  of  thought,  reads 

the  fourth  line  thus, 

I  never  yet  was  valiant :  yz^f  this  buiinefs,  &c. 
puts  the  two  lall  lines  in  a  parenthefiB,  and  then  paraphrafes  the 
whole  in  this  manner.     '*  Sir,  it  concerns  me  (though  not  the 
king  and  the  difi^ontented  partyj  to  quefiion  ahput  your  intecefl  in 

our. 
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With  others,  whom  the  rigour  of  our-ftate*    * 
ForcM  to  cry  out '.    [Where.  I  could  not  be  honcft, 
I  never  yet  was  valiant  *  :  for  this  bufinefs. 
It  toucheth  us  as  France  invades  our  land, 

*  Not  holds  the  king ;  with  others.,  whom,  I  fear, 
Moft  juft  and  heavy  caufes  make  oppofe. 

Edm*  Sir,  you  fpeak  nobly.] 

Reg.  Why  is- this  reafon'd  ?        - 

Gon.  Combine  together  'gainft  the  enemy : 

•  For  thefe  domeftic  and  particular  broils 
I  Are.  not  to  queftion  here, 

'  Jib.  Let  us  then  determine 
With  the  ancient  of  war  on  our  proceedings. 
•  E'drn.  I  Ihall  attend  you  prefently  at  your  tent. 
Iteg.  Sifter,  you*ll  go  with  us  .* 

our  fifter,  and  the  event  of  the  war.**  What  he  means  by  this  I 
am  not  sable  to  find  outVbut  he  gives  a  reafon  why  his  reading 
and  fenfe  fhould  be  preferred.  And  Regan  and  Goneril  in  ibeir 
retlieifetm  both  apprthenfive  that  thisfuhjeB  woi  coming  into  delate. 
Now  all  that  we  can  colle6i  from  their  ref^s  ift;  that  they' were 
apprehenfive  he  was  going  tb  blame  their  cruelty  to  Lear,  Glof- 
ter^  and  others ;  which  it  J9  plain  from  the  common  reading  and 
the  feufe  of  the  laiVline,  he  was. 

Moft  juft  and  heavy  caufes  make  oppofe. —  Warburton. 
''-What  is  withiil  the  crotchets  is  omitted  in  the  folio.   • 

•         "  St£EV£MS. 

♦  ■  Wlicre  L  could  not  he  honejiy ' 
'  I  n^ver yet  was  valiant  :''-^'] 

This  fcntiment  has  already  appeared  in  Cymheline  .• 

Tbou  mayYt  he  vaHant  in  a  better  caufe^ 

But  now  thoufeettCfta  coward,     Steevens. 

5  AV  bold.s /^€  ^'W ; ]   The  quartos  read  holds ^  and  this 

may  be  the  true  reading.  This  bujiticfs  (fays  Albany)  touches  »< 
as  France  innfades  our  lanJy  not  as  it  holds  the  king^  &c.  i.  c.  ent" 
boldens  hirr\  to  aflert  his  former  title.  Thus  in  the  antient  inter- 
lude of  Hycke  Scorner^ 

*'  Alas,  thj^t  I  had  not  one  to  ^i>/Jme!**    Steevens. 
^  For  thefe  domeftic  arid  particular  hroils\  This  is  the  reading  of 
the  folio.     The  quartos  have  it, 

For  thefe  domeftic  doorfe  particulars.    Steevens. 
.   '  Are  mt  to  quefiton  here,'\  Thus  the  quartos.   The  folio  reads. 

Are  not  the  queftion  here.     Steevens. 

•  jEi/;;?.}  This  fpeech  is  wanting  in  the  folio."    Steevens.    * 
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Com.  No.        ^  . . ,  ... 

Reg.  'Tis  moft  convenient ;  .pray  you,  go  jvkh  us. 
Con.  [j^ide.'\  O,  ho,  I  know  the  riddle :  I  will  go. 

^s  they  are  going  put,  enter  Edgar  dijgui/edi^ 

Edg.  If  e'er  your  grace  had  fpeech  with  man  fy 
poor^ 
Hear  me  one  word. 

Jib.  rU  overtake  you.-H — Speak. 

[Exmnt  Edm.  Reg.Gotr.  and  Attendants! 

Edg^  Before  you  fight  the  battle,  ope  this  letter*  / 
If  you  have  viAory,  let  the  trumpet*  found 
For  him  that  brought  it :  wretched. though  I  ieem^  • 
I  can  produce  a  champion,  that  will  prove 
What  is  avouched  there :  If  you  ihifcarry. 
Your  bufinefs  of  the  world  hath  fo  an^end, 
.  And  machination  ceafes.     Fortune  love  you  ! 
•   jBb.  Stay  ?till  I  have-  read  the  letter*  - 

Edg*  I  was  fotibid  it. 
When  time  fliall  Jerve,  let  but  the  herald  cry. 
And  ril  appear  again.  [Er//, 

Alb.  Why,  fare  thee  well ;  I  will  o'erlpok  thy  paper, 

Re-enter  Edmund. . 

*  ■  ,v 

Edm.  The  encmy*s.in  view,  draw  up  your  powers* 

^  Here  is  the  guefs  of  their  true  llfength  and  rorces 

By  diligent  difcovery ; — but  your  hafte 

Is  now  urgM  on  you, 

AW.  '  We  will  greet  the  time.  [£r//* 

Edm.  To  both  thefe  fitters  have  I  fworn  my  love  j 

Each  jealous  of  the  other,  as  the  flung  ■• 

•  Here  is  the  guefs^  &c.]  The  modern  editors  read,  Hard  Is 
the  gveft.  So  the  quartos.  But  had  the  difcovery  been  diligent, 
the  guefs  could  not  have  proved  fo  difficult.  I  have  given  the 
true-reading  from  the  folio.    Steevens.      ^ 

*  Wit  ivili greet  the  time."]  We  will  be  ready  to  meet  the  oc* 
cafion.    Johnson. 

Ar^ 


Are  pf  the  adder.    Which  of  them  fliall  I  take? 
Both  ?  one  ?  or  neither  ?  Ncithet  can  ht  enjoy Vi, 
If  luDth  remain  alive  :  To  take^  the  widow, 
Exafperates,  makes  mad  her  iifter  Goneril ; 
And  hardly  fliall  I  •  carry  out  my  fide, 
Her  faufhand  being  alhre.     Now  xhrn^  we'll  u& 
His  countenance  tor  the  battle ;  which  being  done," 
Let  her,  who  would  be  rid  of  hini,  devife 
His  fpeedy  takit^  off     As  for  the  mercy 
Which  he  Intend,  to  Lear,  and  to  Cordelia,— 
The  battle  done,  ^nd  they  within  our  power. 
Shall  never  fee  his  pardon :  '  £or  my  ftate 
£t9i^s  on  me  to  defend,  not  to  debate.  ^Exit, 

SCENE    IL 
jt  field  between  the  tWo  eamps* 

Alarum  within. .  Enttr^  with  drum  Md  colours^  huffy 
Cordelia^  and  Soldiers  over  ths  Jtdge  i  audextunt^ 

^  Enter  Bdgar,  andGb/ler^ 

.    M^g.  Here,  father,  take  the  ihadow  of  thistr^ 
For  your  good  hoft ;  pray  that  the  right  may  thrive : 

« cany  out  my  Jtde.]  Bring  mypurpofc  to  a  fucccftfiil 

iffuc,  to  completion.  Sid£  feems  here  to  have  the.  fimfe  o£  the 
French  word /tfr//r,  xsl  prendre  par  tie  y  t9  take  his  refolmioni 

JOHR50«r« 

So  in  the  Honeji  Mam^s  Fortune  by  E.  and  Fletcher  s 
<*  ,—  and  carry  out 

.     .   «*  A  world  of  cviU  with  thy  title.**    Steeveks. 
a  .■  for  my/tate 

:  .  ;.  , Standi ojume^  &c.3 

I  do  not  think  that  ji%r  ftands  in  this  place  aa  a  word  of  infefeaof 
or  caufality.  The  meaning  is  rather :  Such  is  my  determinatiou 
concerning  Lear ;  tf i  for  my  ftate  it  requires  now^  not  ddiberatioD, 
ikt  defence  and  fupptrt.    Johnson. 

A  The  reader,  who  is  curious  to  know  how  fer  Shikeipeare 
was  indebted  to  the  Arcadia^  will  find  a  chapter  endttedj--*f 
**  The  pitifuU  State  and  Stone  of  the  Paphhgonian  urikiiwfc 
IShg,  and  his  kindc Sonne;  firft related  bythcSonnc,  then  by 
tlie.bjind  father."  P.  141.  edit.  1590.  ijuarto.    Stisetsns; 
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If  ever,  I  return  to  you  again, 
1*11  bring  you  comfort. 
Gh.  Grace  go  with  you,  fir  !  \^ExH  Edgar ^ 

\^Alarum^  andretreatwithin%^ 

Re-enter  Edgar. 

Edg.  Away,  old  man,  give  me  thy  hand,  away  ; 
King  Leair  hath  loft,  he  and  his  daughter  ta'en  i 
Give  me  thy  hand,  come  on* 

Glo.  No  further^  fir ;  a  man  may  rot  even  here* 

Edg.  What,  in  ill  thoughts  again?    Men  muft 
endure   -       • 
^heir  going  hencCj-  even  as  their  coming  hither  : 
I  Ripenefs  is  all :  Come  on* 

Glo^  And  that's  true  too  ^  [^ExeunL 

SCENE    Hi* 

Enter  J  in  cdni^uejiy   with  drum  and  colours  y  Edmund  i^ 
Lear,  and  Cordelia,  as  prifoners ;  Soldiers,  Captain* 

« 

Edm*  Some  officers  take  them  away  :  good  guard  j 
Until  their  greater  pleafures  firft  be  known 
That  are  to  cenfure  them. 

Cor.  We  are  not  the  fiirft, 
Who^  with  beft  meaning,  have  incurred  the  worft* 
For  thee,  opprefied  king,  am  .1  caft  down  ; 
Myfejf  could  elfe  out-frown  falfe  fortune's  frown*— S 
Shall  we  not  fee  thefe  daughters^  and  thefe  fitters  ? 

Lear^  No,  no,  no,  no  !  Come,  let's  away  to  prifon  : 
We  two  alone  will  fing  like  birds  i' the  cage  : 

5  Ripenefs  is  alL — ]  i.  e.  To  be  ready ^  prepared^  is  all* 
The  fame  fentiment  occurs  in  Hamlet^  fcene  the  laft  : 

**  if  it  be  not  now,  yet  it  will  come  :  the  readine/s  i$ 

dliy    Steevens. 
^  And  thait^s  true  100.}  Omitted  in  the  quarto.    Steevens^ 

Vol.  IX.  N  n  Whei» 
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When  thou  doft  afk  me  blefling,  Til  kneel  dowri^ 

And  aflc  of  thee  Forgivenefs  :  So  we'll  live. 

And  pray,  and  fing,  and  tell  old  tales,  and  laugh 

At  gilded  butterflies,  and  hear  poor  rogues 

Talk  of  court  news  ;  and  we'll  talk  with  them  too,^- 

Who  lofes,  and  whowins ;  who's  in,  who's  out;— 

7  And  take  upon  us  the  myftery  of  things, 

'As  if  we  were  God's  fpies  t  And  we'll  wear  out. 

In  a  wall'd  prifon,  *  packs  and  fefts  of  great  ones. 

That  ebb  and  flow  by  the  moon. 

Edm.  Take  them  away. 

Lear.  '  Upon  fuch  facrifices,  my  Cordelia,. 
The  gods  themfelves  throw  intenfe.     Have  I  caught 

thee  ? 
He,  that  parts  us,  fliall  bring  a  brand  from  heaven, 
,/J  And  fire  us  hence,  like  foxes.     Wipe  thine  eyes ; 

^  And  take  upon  us  the  myftery  of  things^ 
Jis  if  nj^e  Hxjere  God* s  fpies,  ] 

As  if  we  were  angels  commiffioned  to  furvey  and  rq>ort  the-livcj 
of  men,  and  were  confequently  endowed  with  the  power  of  pry- 
•  ing  into  thi  original  motives  of  a6lion  and  the  myfteries  of  con- 
duct.    Johnson. 

*  packs  andfeBs ]  Packs  is  ufed  for  combinations  or 

folleBion^  as  is  2ipack  of  cards.  For  feHs^  I  think  fets  might  be 
more  commodioully  read.  So  we  fay,  affairs  are  now  managed 
ly  a  ne^w  fet.    SeB^  however,  may  well  fland.    Johnson* 

9   TJpoh  fuch  facrifices^  my  Cordelia^ 

The  gods  themfelves  tf/ro^M  incenfcm  ■  >  J  The  thought  M 
•xtremely  noble,  and  exprefled  in  a  fublime  of  imagery  that 
Seneca  fell  fhort  of  on  the  like  occafion.  *'  £cce  fpedtaculum 
dignum  ad  quod  refpiciat  intentus  operi  fuo  deus  :  ecce  par  deo 
dignum,  vir  fortis  cum  mala  fortuna  compo(itus."  Warburtos. 

*  And  fire  us  hence  ^  like  foxes. — ]  I  have  been  informed  that  it 
.  0^  ufual  xof moke  foxes  out  of  their  holes. 

So,  in  Harrington's  tranflatlon  of  Ariofioy  book  xxvil.  flan,  ly^ 
*'  Ev'n  as  ^foxe  whomfmoke  and  fire  doth  fright 
<'  So  as  he  dare  not  in  the  ground  remaine, 
*  *'  Bolts  out,  and  through  xM^fmoke  and  fire  h«  fiietb 
*'  Into  the  tarier*s  mouth  and  there  he  dieih.'* 

Again,  in  Enfery  Man  out  of  his  Humour  : 
<6  ■  my  walk,  and  all, 

'*  Yow  fnoh  mc  from,  as  if  I  were  zfox!^^    Steevens2 

Tbo 
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*  The  goujeers  Ihall  devour  them,  '  fleih,  and  fell, 
Erethey  fliall  make  wsweep :  we'll  fee  them  ftarvefirft* 
Come.  [^Exeunt  Lear,  and  Cordelia,- gua/ded^ 

^  Edm.  Come  hither^  captain  ;  hark. 
Take  thou  this  note ;  go,  follow  them  to  prifon : 
One*  ftep  I  have  advanced  thee ;  if  thou  doft 
As  this  inftrufts  thee,  thou  doft  make  thy  way 
To  noble  fortunes  :  Know  thou  this, — that  meii 
Ate  is  thfe  time  is  :  to  be  tender-minded 
Does  not  become  a  fword  : — ♦Thy  great  employment 

-      Will 

i*  The  go\i]€CXs  JhaE  de^dour  item ^''  '     ]  The  goujeresy  i<  c. 

Mo f bus  Gallicus,  Oouge^  Fr.  fignifies  one  of  the  common  wo- 
hien  attending  a  camp  ;  and  as  that  difeafe  was  iirfl  difjperfed  over 
Europe  by  the  trench  army,  and  the  women  who  followed  it, 
the  firft  name  it  obtained  among  us  was  the  gougeriei^  i.  e.  the 
il ifeafe  of  the  gffugeu    Han  me r ; 

The  refolute  John  Florio  has  fadly  miflaken  ^z^t  goujeers*  He 
writes  **  With  a  good  yeare  to  thee  !"  and  gives  u  in  Italian^ 
**  II  mal^  anno  che  dio  ti  dia/'    Farmer, 

3  ._ ^gflj  and  felly']  Flefli  and  ikin.     JoHiiSON-. 

I      ■■  ■    'Jlejb  and  felly]  So,  Skelton's  works,  p.  257*  j 

*'  Nakyd  afyde 

*  **  Neither^  nor/^//." 
Chaucer  vSt%fell  and  bones  ioxfkln  and  hones  : 

•^  And  fai'd  tha|  he  and  all  his,  kinne  at  once^ 

•  *•  Were  worthy  to  be  brent  with /^// and  ^<7»^.** 

Troilus  and  CreJJeidei     GraV. 
In  the  Dyar*s  Play^  among  the  Cheiier  CotleHion  of  Myfteries^ 
in  the  Mufcum,  Antkhriji  fays  :  \ 

**  I  made  thee  man  oi  fltfb  TixAfelV^    Steevens* 
4  Thy  great  employment 

^  Will  not  hear  quejiion ; ]  Mr.  Theobald  Could  net 

let  this  alone,  but  would  alter  it  to 

— — i— -il^  great  employment^ 
Becaufe  (he  fays)  the  perfon  fpoken  to  was  of  no  higher  degree 
than  a  captain.  But  he  miflakes  the  meaning  of  the  words.  By 
great  employment  was  meant  the  commijjion  given  him  for  the  mur- 
der; and  this,  the  B^flard  tells  us  afterwards,  was  dgned  by 
Goneril  and  himfelf.  Which  was  fufficient  to  make  this  cap- 
tain unaccountable  for  the  execution.     War  bur  ton. 

The  meaning,  I  apprehend,  is,  not  that  the  captain  was  not 

accoujttahle  for  what  be  was  about  to  do,  but,  that  the  important 

biifi<)cfs  he  now  had  in  hand,  did  r.bt  admit  of  debate:  he  mu^it 

\' '  N  n  z  inftamly 
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Will  hot  bear  queftion ;  either  fay>  thpu'lt  do% 
Or  thrive  by  other  means. 

Capt.  ru  do*t,  my  lord. 

Earn.  About  it;  and  write  happy,  whenthou  hac^ 
done. 
Mark, — I  fay,  inftantly;  and  carry  it  fo,  *  ' 

As  I  have  fet  it  down. 

Capt.  ^  I  cannot  draw  a  cayt,  nor  eat  dry'd  oats ; 
If  it  be  man's  work^  I  will  do  it.  [ExitCapi^ 

FlouriJJo.    'Enter  Alhanyj  Goneril,  Regar[,  and  Soldiers^ 

Alh.  Sir,  you  have  fliewn  to-day  your  valiant  ftraiuy 
And  fortune  led  you  vveH  j  You  have  the  captives 
Who  were  the  oppofites  of  thb  day^s.  ftrife  : 
We  do  require  them  of  you ;  fo  to  ufe  them> 
As  we  Ihall  find  their  merits  and  our  fafety 
May  equally  determine. 

Edm.  Sir,  I  thought  it  fit 
To  fend  the  old  and  miferable  kjng' 
To  fome  retention,  and  appomted  guarcJ;; 
Whofe  age  has  charms  in  it,  whofe  title  more^    . 
To  pluck  the  common  bofom  on  his  fide, 
*  And  turn  our  impreft  lances  in  our  eyes 
Which  do  command  them.     With  him  I  fent  the 

queen ; 
My  reafon  all  the  fame  ;  and  they  are  ready 
To-morrow,,  or  at  a  further  fpace,  to  appear* 

inftantly  rcfoTve  to  do  it,  or  not.     ^cjlion^  here,  as  in  many 
other  places  in  thefe  plays,  lignifies  dlfcourfc — converfation. 

See  Hamlet^  adt  I :  "  Thou  com'ft  in  fuch  a  qucftionabieHsni^^* 
•-—and,  the  note  there.     Malone» 

*  /  cannot  draixj^  &c.]  Thefc  two  Uncs  I  have  reftored  'froia 
the  old  quarto.     Steevens. 

*  Jnd  turn  our  imprell  lances  in  oureyes^l  i.  e.  Turn  the  laume^^ 
WW  which  2cc^prefs*d  "nto  pur  fervice,  againft  us. 

So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra^  adt  III.  fc.  vii : 

people 

Ingroft  by  fwift  imprefs^*    Steetsks* 

~  '  Wherif"- 


it 
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^^ere  yow  Iball  Tiold  your  feffion.    [^  At  this  time. 
We  fweat,  mid  bleed  ;  the  friend  hath  loft  his  friend  ; 
And  the  beft  quarrels,  in  the  heat,  are  curs'd 
By  thofe  that  feel  their^fharpnefs  :— — 
The  queftion  of  Cordelia,  and  her  father, 

*  Requires  a  fitter  place.] 

Jilk  Sir;  by  your  patience, 
I  hold  you  but  a  fubjeft  of  t-his  war. 
Not  as  a  brother,  .  ~ 

Reg.  That's  ay  we  lift  to  grace  him. 
•Methinks,  our  pleafure  might  have  been  demanded. 
Ere  you  had  fpoke  lo  far^    He  led  oiir  powers  ; 
^  Bore  the  commiflion  of  my  place  and  perfon ; 
■  The  which  immediatcy  may  w^ll  ftand  up. 
And  call  itfelf  your  brother. 

Gon.  Not  fo  hot : 

*  In  his  own^grace  he  doth  exalt  himfelf. 
More  than  in  your  advancement;. 

'   Reg^  Id  my  rights,        ^     . 

Py  me  invefted,  he  compeers  the  beft. 

yilh.  That  were  the  moft,  if  he  IhoUld  huft>and  you* 

Reg. '  Jefters  do  oft  prove  prophets. 

Gon.  Holla,  holla  !     . 
'Kiatpye,  that  told  you  fo,  looked  but  a-fquint ». 

^  At  thti  lime^  ZcqJ]  This  pjiflkge,  well  worthy  of  reftoration, 
k  omitted  in  the  folio.    Johnson. 

*  Requires  a  Jitter  place. 1  i.  e.  The  tletermination  of  the  quef- 
tion what  ihall  be  done  with  Cordelia  and  her  father,  fhould  be 
jrefervcd  for  greater  privacy.     Steevens. 

*  Bore  the  commifiion  cf ]  Commijjion^  for  authority. 

Warburton". 

'  ^be  v^hich  immediacy ]  Immediaty^  for  reprelentation. 

Warburton^ 
Immediacy  is  rather  fupremacy  in  oppofidon  to  fubordination^ 
which  has  quiddam  medium  between  itfelf  and  power.     Jqhnson. 

*  In  his  own  grace——]  Grace  here  means  accompUJhmeni's^  or 
honours,     Steevens. 

3  The  eye  that  told  you  fo^  looked  hut  ajquint.']  Alluding  to  the 
proverb  :  >'  Love  being  jcalouS'  makes  a  good  eye  look  a/quint.^* 
pee  Ray*§  CoUeHion.    Steevens. 

N  n  3  R0g. 
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Reg.  Lady,  I  am  not  well ;  elfe  I  fliould  anf\y$( 
JFrom  a  full-flowing  flomach, — General, 
Take  f hou  my  foldiers,  prifoners,  patrimony ; 
Difpofe  of  them,  of  me ;  ♦the  wajls  are  thine : 
Witnefs  the  world,  that  I  create  thee  here 
My  lord  and  mafter, 

Gon.  Mean  you  to  enjoy  him  ? 

yllb.  \  The  let  alone  lies  not  in  your  good  will. 

Edm.  Nor  in  thine,  lord. 

AW.  Half-blooded  fellow,  yes. 

Reg.  Let  the  drum  ftrike,  and  prove  ipy  title  thine; 

AW.  Stay  yet  j  hfear  reafon  ; — Edmund,  I  arreft 
thee  •   '• 

On  capital  treafon;  apd,  in  thy arreft%  {Pointing to Con% 
This  gilded  ferpent :— for  your  claim,  fair  fitter^ 
I  bar  it  in  the  intereft  of  my  wife ; 
rris  Ihe  is  fub- con  traced*  to  this  lord. 
And  I,  her  hufband,  contradid:  your  banes* 
If  you  will  marry,  make  your  love  to  mf  j 
My  lady  is  befpoke. 

Gon.  ^  An  interlude  ! 

Alb.  Thou  art  arm'd>  Glofter  ; — Let  the.  ^nimpej 
found  :— 
Jf  none  appear  to  prove  upon  thy  perfon* 
Thy  heinous,  manifeft,  and  many  treafons, 
TThere  is  my  pledge ;  V\\  prove  it  on  thy  heart. 


^  — —  the  walls  are  thine ;]  A  metaphorical  phrafe  taken  from 
the  camp,  and  fignifying,  to  furrcnder  at  difcretton.  But*  the 
D;Eford  Editor,  for  a  plain  reafon  alters  it  to : 

they  all  are  thine.     War  bur  ton. 

5  72'^  let  alone  lies  not  in  your  good  wlL']  Whether  hc  (hall  no^ 
gr  fliall  depends  not  on  your  choice.     JoHNSoir. 

6  thy  arrejl.'^  The  quartos  rcsd^-^thine  attaint, 

Steevens. 
^  An  interlude  /  ]    This  fhort  exclamation  of  Gonetilis 

added  in  the  folio  edition,  I  fuppofe,  only  to  break  the  fpeech 
pf  Albany,  that  the  exhibition  on  the  ftage  might  be  more  dif? 
^(fl  and  intelligible.    Johnson. 
1    »  .ji.^/;^  perfon.]  The  quartos  read— thy  head*    Steetens, 
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Ere  I  tafte  brgad,  thou  art  in  nothing  lefs       ■/ 

T.baP  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  proclaim'd  thee. 

jR^g.  Sick,  O,  fick  ! 

Oon.  If  not,  rU  ne'^r  triifl:  '  poifoh.  [^^<?. 

£^,  There's  my  exchange  :  what  in  the  world 
he  is 
That  names  me  traitor,  villain-like  he  lies  : 
Call  by  thy  trumpet :  he  that  dares  approach. 
On  him,  on  you,  (who  not?)  I  will  maintain 
^y  truth  and  honour  firmly. 

^Uf.  A  herald,  ho  !     .        • 

£^0  A  herald,  ho,  a  herald  M 

Enter  a  Heralds 

Jib.  Truft  to  thy  fingle  virtue ;  for  thy  foldiers,    ' 
All  levied  in  my  name,  have  in  my  name 
T^ook  their  difcharge, 

Reg.  This  ficknefs  grows  upon  me. 

^Ih.  She  \%  not  well ;  convey  her  to  my  tent. 

\_Exit  RegaUy  ledm 
Come  hither,  herald,-^Let  the  trumpet  found,-r^  * 
^nd  read  out  this. 

(Hapt.  S9und  trumpet  *•  [A  trumpet  founds. 

m 

Herald  reads. 

If  any  man  of  quality j  or  degree^  ^  within  the  lijls  of 
thjs  armyy  will  maintain  upon  Edmund^  fuppofed  earl  of 
Ghfter^  that  he  is  a  manifold  traitor  ^  let  him  appear  by 
the  third  found  of  the  trumpet :  He  is  hold  in  his  defence. 
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'poifon,']  The  folio  reads  medicine,     Steevens. 


»  m—a  herald,']  This  fpeech  I  have  rellored  from  the  quartos. 

Steevens* 
*  Sound  trumpet.']  I  have  added  this  from  the  quartos. 

Steevens. 
3  *        'within  the  lifts  of  the  dfmyy-^-^]  The  quartos  read  ; 
^—within  the  ho^  of  the  army.— i    Steevens. 

N  n  4  Edmi 
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#  ^  • 

£3#p.  Sound*  '  '     [^  trtimpeh 

Her.  Again,  [.2  trumpet^ 

Hr*  Again..  [3  triwtpet* 

[Trumpet  anjwers^  withm 

Enter  Edgar ^  armed. 

'Mh'  Afk  him  his  purpofes,  why  he  appears 
Vpon  this  call  o'  the  trumpet. 

Her.  What,  are  you  ? 
Your  name,  your  quality?  and  whj  you  anfwer 
This  prefent  fummgns  ? 

Edg.  Know,  my  name  is  loft ; 
By  treafon's  tooth  bare-gnawn,  and  canker-bit ; 
Yet  am  I  notle  %  as  the  adverfary 
I  come  to  cope  withaK 

Alb.  Which  is  that  adverfary  ? 

Edg.  What's  he,  that  fpeaks  for  Edmund  earl  of 
Glofler? 

Edm.  Himfelf  J — ^What  fay'ft  thoU  to  him  ? 

Edg.  Draw  thy  fword  ; 
That,  if  my  fpecch  offend  a  noble  heart. 
Thy  arm  may  do  thee  juftice  :  here  is  mine, 
?  Behold,  it  is  the  privilege  of  mine  honours^ 

.  My 

•  Xetam  InoUe^  &c.]  One  of  the  quartos  readg: 
—yet  are  I  mout 

Where  is  the  adverfarle  I  eome  to  cope  withal  ?    . 
^>^^re  I  mouUj  is,  I  fuppofe,  a  corruption  of-^ere  I  move  ih 

SxEEVENSt 
?  Beheld^  it  is  the  ^rinfiJege  of  mine  honours^ 
'    My  oath ^  andmyprofeffion.^^     '  ] 
The  ipharge  he  is  here  going  to  bring  againfl:  the  Baftard,  he 
calls  the  pri'vilrgCy  &c.     To  undcrfland  which  phrafeelogy,  we 
muft  confider  that  the  old  rites  of  knighthood  are  here  alluded  to ; 
whofe  oath  and  profeffion  required  him  to  difcover  all  treafons, 
and  whofe  privilege  it  was  to  have  his  challenge  accepted,  or 
ptherwife  to  have  his  charge  taken  pro  confejfo.     For  if  one  who 
jvas  no  knight  accufed  another  who  was,  that  other  was  under  no 
pj^Jigation  to  accept  the  challenge,    On  this  account  it  was  ne- 
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My  oath,  and  my  prdfefEoh  ;  I  proteft,-^ 
Maugre  thy  ftrength,  youth,  place,  and  eminence, 
Defpight  thy  victor  Iword,  and  fire-new  fortune 
Thy  valour,  and  thy  heart, — thou  art  a  traitor : 
Falfe  to  thy  gods,  thy  brother,  and  thy  father  ; 
-♦  Gonfpirant 'gainfl:  this  high  illuftrious  prince; 
And,  from  the  extremeft  upward  of  thy  heajd. 
To  the  defcent  and  duft  beneath  thy  feet, 
A  moft  toad-fpotted  traitor.     Say  thou,  iVJ?, 
This  fword,  this  arm,  and  my  beft  fpirits,  are  ben; 
To  prove  upon  thy  heart,  whereto  I  Ipeak,    ^ 
Thou  lieft; 

Edm.  In  wifdom,  I  Ihould  afk  thy  name ; 
But^  fince  thy  out-fide  looks  fo  fair  and  warlike 
5  And  that  thy  tongue  fome  fay  of  breeding  breathes 
What  fafe  and  nicely  I  might  well  delay 

.ceflary,  as  Edgar  came  dlfguifed,  to  tell  the  Baftard  he  was.  a 

knight.       WARBURTaN, 

Th^  privilege  oi  thi?  oath  means  the  privilege  gained  by  talc- 
ing the  oath  adminiftered  in  the  regular  initiation  of  a  knight 
profefled.     Johnson. 
? '  The  quartos  read, — it  is  thfe  privilege  oi  my  tongue.  Steevens 

•  ♦  Conjpirant  ^galnft ]  The  quartos  read  : 

Confpicuate  "'^^i/a/? *  Stkevens. 

*  And  that  thy  tongue  fome  'fay  of  breathing  breathes  j^  '^^w,  (ox 
llffay^  fome  (hew  or  probability.     Pope, 
Say  is  famplc,  a  tafte.    So,  in  Sidney  : 
"So  good  T^fay  invites  the  eye 
'*  A  little  downwand  to  efpy— ** 

Again,  in  the  Preface  to  Maurice  Kyffin*a  tranflatian  of  the 
^ndria  of  Terence ^   1588  : 

**  Some  other  like  placdis  I  could  recite,  but  thefe  (hall  fuf- 
fice  for  ayfl^.'* 
^gain,  in  Re*aiengefor  Honour^  by  Chapman  :    -  r 

*'  ■        But  pray  do  not 

*•  Take  the  firSifay  of  her  yourfelres— — .*• 
fig2cin^  in  The  Unnatural  Combat^  by  Maflinger : 

*'  or  to  take       ' 

*'  Kfay  of  venifon  or  ftale  fowl—** 
^gain,  .in  HoUnfied^  p.  "847  •  "  He  (C.  Wolfcy)  made  duket 
^4  cries,  to  ferve  him  of  wine,  with  zfaj  taken,  &c." 

Steevens. 

By 
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By  rule  of  knighthood,  I  difdain  and  fpurn  : 
Back  do  I  tofs  rhefe  treafons  to  thy  head; 
With  the  hell-hated  lie  overwhelm  thy  heart ; 
Which^  (for  they  yet  glance  by,  and  fcarcely  bruife) 
This  fwprd  of  mine  fhall  give  them  inftant  way, 
Where  they  Ihall  reft  for  ever.— .Trumpets,  fpeak, 

I  Alarm f     Fi^ht.     Edmund  f^Us. 
I  Jib.  Save  him,  fave  him  ! 

Gon.  This  is  mere  prad:ice,  /Glofter  : 
By  the  law  of  arms,  ^  thoy  waft  not  bound  to  anfwer 
An  unknown  oppofite ;  thou  art  not  yanquilh'd^ 
But  cozen'd  and  beguil'd^  -    ^      ^  - 

Alb.  Shut  your  mouth,  dame. 
Or  with  thi?  paper  ihallT  flop  it  ;--rHold,  fjr  :— 
Thou  worfe  than  any  name,,  read  thine  own  evil  :-t« 
No  tearing,  lady  j  I  perceive,  you  know  it, 

[Gives  the  Utter  to  Edmund. 

Gon.  Say,  if  I  do ;  the  laws  are  mine,  nqt  thinQ ; 
Who  Ihall  arraign  me  for't  ? 

Alb.  •  Monfter,  know'ft  thou  this  paper  ? 

Con.  Aik  me  not  what  I  know,  [Exit  Co^^ 

'  Alb.  Save  hintuj  fa^ve  him  ! 

Gon.  This  is  mere  praBice^  Glofter ;] 
Thja*  all  jh^  jpopies  j  but  I  have  ventured  to  place  the  two  bcf 
miiFichs  to  Goneril.    'Tis  abfurd  that  Albany,  who  knew  Ed- 
mund's treafons,  and  his  own  wife's  pailion  tor  him,  ihould  bQ 
felicitous  to  have  his  life  faved.     Theobald. 

He  defired  that  Edmund's  life  might  be  (pared  at  prefent, 
ox^y  to  Qb.tal.Q  J»is  coofeHion,  land  to  conviS  him  openly  by  his 
pwn  letter.    Johnson. 

?  ^^thou  fujaft  hot  hound  to  an/hxter]  One  of  the  quartos  reads : 

^        thou  art  not  bound  to  offer^  &c.     Steevens. 
•  Monfter^  hm^^Jt  tho^  this  faper  ^]  So  the  quarto  j  but  the 
folio :  '       ' 

Moft  monflrous !  O,  know'ft  thou,  &c.    Johnson. 
♦'  Knoweft  thou  thcfe  letters  ?"  fays  Leir  to  Ragan,  in  the 
old  anonymous  play,    when   he  fhews  her  both  her  own  and 
her  fifter's  letters,   which  were  written  to  procure  his  death, 
yppn  which  (he  {hatches  the  letters  and  tears  them. 
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\4lk^  Go  after,  her  ;  Ihe's  defperate ;  govern  her. 

Edm.  What  you  have  charged  me  with,   that  J 
have  done ; 
^nd  more,  much  inore  :  the  time  will  bring  it  out : 
'Tis  paft,  and  fo  am  I :  But  what  art  thou. 
That  haft  this  fortune  on  me  \  If  thou  art  noble, 
I  do  forgive  thee. 

Edg.  '  Let  us  exchange  charity^ 
I  am  no  lefs  in  blood  than  thou  art,  Edmijnd  j 
If  more,  the  more  thou  haft  wronged  me. 
My  name  is  Edgar,  apd  thy  father's  fon. 
The  gods  are  juft,  and  of  our  pleafant  vice? 
Make  inftrurnents  *  to  fcourge  us  : 
The  dark  and  vicious  place  where  thee  he  got| 
Coft  him  his  eyes. 

Edm.  Thou  haft  fpoken  right,  'tis  true ; 
The  wheel  is  come  '  full  circle ;  I  am  here. 

'Alh.  Me  thought,  thy  very  gait  did  prophely 
A  royal  noblenefs  : — I  muft  embrace  thee  j 
Let  forrow  fplit  my  hea^t,  if  ever  I 
Pid  hate  thee,  or  thy  father ! 

Edg,  Worthy  prince,  I  know  it. 

Atbf  Where  have  you  hid  yourfelf  ? 
How  have  you  known  the  miferies  of  your  father  ? 

Edg.  By  nurfingthem,  my  lord.  Lift  a  brief  tale;— • 
And,  when  'tis  told,  O,  that  my  heart  would  burft  !-^ 
The  bloody  proclamation  to  efcape, 
That  followed  me  fo  near,  (O  our  lives*  fweetnefs  I 

'  Let  us  exchange  charity, 1  Our  author  by  negligence  gives  hUr 
licathens  the  fentiments  and  pradices  of  chriftianity.     In  Ham^ 
fet  there  is  the  fame  folemn  a£t  of  final  reconciliation,  but  with 
e3ca£^  propriety,  for  the  perfonages  are  Chriftians  : 
*  **  Exchange  forgivenefs  with  me,  noble  Hamlet,  &c.** 

JOHNSOK«r 

^  ■    ■    to  fcourge  us ;]  Thus  the  quartos.     The  folio  read* ; 
— to  fiague  us.     Steevens. 
\    jt  ■;■       full  cir elf  \ — 1  Q^^rto^  full  circled,    Johnsqn, 

I  e  ■  .^i  •  ... 

That 


»  • 
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-♦  That  we  the  pam  of  death  would  hourly  bear^ 
Rather  than  die  at  once !)  taught  me  to  Ihift 
Into  a  mad-man*s  rags ;  to  affume  a  femblancc 
That  very  dogs  difdain'd :  and  in  this  habit 
^et  I  my  father  with  his  bleeding  rings. 
Their  precious  ftones  new  loft ;  became  his  guide. 
Led  him,  begg'd  for  him,  fav*d  him  from  defpair  j 
Never  (O  fault!)  reveal'd  myfelf  unto  him,    ' 
Until  fome  half  hour  pad,  when  I  was  arrri*d. 
Not  fure,  thougb  hoping,  of  this  good  fucceft, 
I  a&M  his  bleffing,  and  from  firft  to  laft 
Told  him  fny  pilgrimage  :  But  his  fiaw^d  heart,  , 
(Alack,  too  weak  the  conflid:  to  fupport  J) 
^Twixt  two  extremes  of  paffion,  joy  and  grief, 
Burft  fmilingly. 

Edm.  This  fpeech  of  y6urs  hath'  mov'd  me. 
And  fhall,  perchance,  do  good  :  but  fpeak  you  on  j 
You  look  as  you  had  fomething  niore  to  fay. 

Alb.  If  there  be  more,  more  woeful,  hold  it  in ; 
For  I  am  almoft  ready  to  diflblve, 
Jiearing  of  this., 

r*  £^.  ^  — This,  would  have  fecm'd  a  period 

To 

#  nat  we  the  pain  of  Jeath  ^jjouU  hourly  bear. 
Rather  than  die  at  once)  -•—  ] 

The  folio  reads, 

That  'we  the  pain  of  death  would  hourly  dle^ 
Mr.  Pope,  whom  I  have  followed,  reads, 

—     .     ■ —       '  ■    would  hourly  hear^ 
.  The  quartos  give  the  paflage  thus : 

That  wth  the  pain  of  death  would  hourly  iie^ 
Rather  than  die  at  once)—     Steevens. 
^  •^^•]  '^^^  ^^^^  between  crotchets  are  not  in  the  foliot 

JOHl)80N« 

♦  l^hh  ixjould  have  Jeem^d  a  period 
^ofuch  asdove  notforronx} : .  but  another, 

^0  amplify  too  much^  ^ivould  make  much  more^ 
And  top  extremity  !  — 

.  The  reader  eafily  fees  that  this  reflc<9:ion  refers  to  the  Baftard*» 
ficiiring  to  hear  morej  and  to  Albany's  thinking  he  had  faid 

enough. 
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To  fuch  as  love  not  forrow ;  but,  another; — 
To  amplify  too-much,  would  make  much  more. 

And  top  extremity  : 

Whilft  I  was  big  in  clamour,  came  there  in  a  man. 
Who  having  feen  me  in  my  worft  eftate, 
Shunn'd  my  abhorred  fociety ;  but  then,  finding 
Who  'twas  that  fo  endur'd,  with  his  ftrong  arms 
He  faften'd  on  my  neck,  and  bellow'd  out    , 
As  he'd  burft  heaven  ;  ^  threw  him  on  my  father  ; 
Told  the  mofl:  piteous  tale  of  Lear  and  him. 
That  ever  ear  received  :  which  in  recounting. 
His  grief  grew  puiflant,  and  the  firings  of  life 
Began  to  crack  :  Twice  then  the  trumpet  founded. 
And  there  I  left  him  tranc'd. 

Alb.  But  who  was  this.  ? 

Edg.  Kent,  fir,  the  banifli'd  Kent ;  who  in  difguife 
Followed  his  ^nemy  king,  and  did  him  fervicc 
Improper  for  a  fl^ve.] 

•      ■ 

enough*    Bait  it  is  corrupted  into  miferable  nonfenie.    Wc  (hc»il| 
read  it  thus : 

This' would  have  fccm*<f  a  period.    '  But  fuch 

As  love  to  amplify  another's  forrow, 

To  much,  would  make  much  more,  and  top  extremity, 
i,  e.  This  to  a  common  humanity  would  have  been  thought  tht 
litmofl  of  my  fuiferings.;  but  fuch  as  love  cruelty  are  always  for 
adding  much  to  more,  till  they  reach  the  extremity  of  mifery^ 

.  War  BUR  TON. 
♦  The  fenfe  may  probably  be  this.  This  would  have  feemed  a 
period  to  fuch  as  love  not  forrow  f  but^-^anothcr^  i.  e.  but  I  muii 
add  another^  i.  e.  another  period,  another  kind  of  conclufion  to 
tnyflory,  fuch  as  will  increafe  the  horrors  of  what  has  been  a^ 
teady  told. 
So  in  King' Richard  II  i 

I  play  the  torturer,  by  fmall  and  fmally 

To  lengthen  out  the  worft  ■  Steevens^ 

^  threw  him  on  nr^  father ;]  The  quartos  read, 

<*        — ..  threw  me  on  my  father," 
The  modern  editors  have  corrected  the  paffagei   a9  it  is  noBi 
printed.    ST££v&NSr 


I 
* 
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Enter  a  Gentleman  hajiify^  with  a  bloody  knije\ 

Cent.  Help  !  help  !   O  help  ! 

Edg.  What  kind  of  help  ? 

Jib.  Speak,  nian. 

Edg.  What  means  this  bloody  knife  ? 

Gent^  *Tis  hot,  it  fmoaks  ; 
It  came  even  from  the  heart  of O  !  ihe's  dead'* 

Att.  Whb,  man?  fpeak'. 

Gent.  Your  lady,  fir,  your  lady  :  and  her  fitter 
By  her  is.poifon'd  ;  flie  hath  confefs'd  it. 

Edm.  I  was  contra(3:ed  to  them  both ;  all  three 
Now  marry  in  an  inftant. 

Enter  Kenti 

'M.  Produce  the  bodies,  be  they  alive  or  dead  f  — * 

[Goneril  and  Regan* s  bodies  prgught  buh 
This  judgment  *  of  the  heavens^   that  makes   xa 

tremble. 
Touches  us  not  with  pity. 

Edg.  *  Here  comes  Kent,  fir. 

Alh.  O  !  is  this  he  ?  The  time  will  not  allowf . 
The  compliment  which  very  mantiers  urge. 

Kent.  I  am  come 
To  bid  my  king  and  matter  aye  good  night; 
Is  he  not  here  ? 

Jib.  Great  thing  of  us  forgot ! -^ 

«  ^^.^^Q  r  Jbe'sdead!']  Omitted  in  the  quartos.    S^EEviNS*    . 
»  Whoy  man,  J^edk  U     The  folio  reads,    /T/^d   dead  ?  jpedk 
man.     S  tee  yens. 

*  This  judgment^  &€<]  If  Shakefpeare  had  ftudied  Ariftotle  all 
his  life,  he  would  not  perhaps  have  been  able  to. mark  with  more 
lirecifton' the  dlftindt  operations  of  terror  and//Vy.     Tyrwhitt; 

*  Here  cqmes  Kent,  [fif-^  The  manner  in  which  Edgar  htxf^ 
mentions  Kent,  feems  to  require  the  lines  which  are  inferted  from 
the  firil  edition  in  the  foregoing  fcene^    JohnsoNi 

Speak, 
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Speak,  Edmund,  where's  the  king?   and  where*! 

Cordelia  ?— 
See'fl:  thou  this  objed,  Kent  ? 

Kent.  Alack,  why  thus  ? 

Edm.  Yet  Edmund  Was  belov'd : 
The  one  the  other  poifon'd  for  my  fake. 
And  after  flew  herfelf. 

^/^.  Even  fo. — Cover  their  faces. 

Edm.  I  pant  for  life  : — Some  good  I  mean  to  da^ 
Defpight  of  mine  own  nature.     Quickly  feiid,—. 
Be  brief  in  it, — to  the  cattle ;  for  my  writ 
Is  on  the  life  of  Lear,  and  on  Cordelia :— 
Nay,  fend  in  time. 

jilb.  Run,  run,  O,  run 

Edg.  To  whom,  my  lord  ?— Who  has  the  ofEcc  ? 
fend 
Thy  token  of  reprieve. 

Edm.  'Well  thought  on ;  take  my  fword, 
I  Give  it, the  captain.- 

£dg.  Hafte  thee  for  thy  life.  [Exit  Mejfenger. 

Edm.  He  hath  commiflion  from  thy  wife  and  me 
To  hang  Cordelia  in  the  prifon,  and 
To  lay  the  blame  upon  her  own  defpair, 
t  Thajt  flie  fordid  herfelf. 

Jib.  The  gods  defend  her !  Bear  him  hence  awhile.' 

[Edmund  is  borne  off. 

Enter  Lear^  with  ^  Cordelia  dead  in  his  arms.     • 

Lear,  Howl,   howl,  howl,  howl !— O,  you  are 
men  of  ftones ; 

Had 

^  Give  it  the  captain.']  The  quartos  read : 
■     Take  my  fword,  the  captain, 
Give  it  the  captain. ■     Steeven$. 

♦  That  Jhe  fordid  herfelf.']  To  fordo,    fignific*  to  deftroy.    It 
5ft  ufed  again  in  Hamlet,  ad  V ; 

**  -did,  with  defperatc  hand, 

**  Fordo  his  own  life.  ■  »     SxEEVEwSe  *^ 

*  >   <  ■      ■  Cordelia  dead  in  his  arms,'}  Thk  pri'ncefi,  according 
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Had  I  your  tongues  and  eyes,  Td  ufe  them  fo    - 
That  heaven's  vault  fliould  crack : — O,  flie  is  goirtf 

for  cVer ! — 
I  know  when  one  is  deady  and  when  one  lives  ; 
She's  dead  as  earth  : — Lend  me  a  looking-glafs  ; 
If  that  her  breath  will  mift  or  ftain  the  ftone. 
Why,  then  Ihe  lives. 

Kent.  Is  this  the  promised  end  ? 

Edg.  ^  Or  image  of  that  horror  ? 

Jlb^  "^  Fall^  and  ceafe  !         * 

Leafi 

to  the  old  hiftoriatis,  retired  with  vidlory  from  the  battle  whicH 
file  condu6ted  in  her  father's  caufe,  and  thereby  replaced  him  on 
the  throne :  but  in  a  fubfcquent  one  fought  againfl  her  (after 
the  death  of  the  old  king)  by  the  fons  of  Goneril  and  Regan, 
file  was  taken^  and  died  miferably  in  prifbn.  The  poet  found 
this  in  hiftoi^y^  and  was  therefore  willing  to  precipitate  her 
death,  which  he  knew  had  happened  but  a  few  years  after.  The 
dramatic  writers  of  this  age  fuffered  as  fmall  a  nuifibef  of  theif 
heroes  and  heroines  to  efcape  as  polTible  ;  nor  could  the  filial  piety 
of  this  lady,  any  more  than  the  innocence  of  Ophelia,  prevail  oa 
Shakefpeare  to  extend  her  life  beyond  her  misfortunes.  Steevens^ 

^  Or  image j  bfc.J  Thefe  two  exclamtitions  are  given  to  Edgar 
and  Albany  in  the  folio,  to  animate  the  dialogiie,  and  employ 
all  the  perfons  on  the  ftagej  but  they  are  very  obfcure.  Johnson*' 

Or  image  of  that  horror  f\  In  the  firil  folio  this  fhort  fpeech  of 
Edgar  (which  feems  to  be  only  an  addition  to  the  preceding  one 
of  Kent)  has  a  full  ftop  at  the  «nd*  h  this  conelufion^  fays  Kent, 
fuch  as  the  prefent  turn  of  affairs  feemed  tapromije  ?  Or  is  it  only^ 
replies  Edgar,  a  reprefentation  of  that  horror  'which  *wefuppofe  to  hi 
real  f  A  fimilar  ejcpreffion  occurs  at  the  beginning  of  the  play.— 
Ihafve  told  you  <vohat  1  have  feen  and  heard^  hit  faintly  %  nothing 
li^e  the  im2Lge  znd  horror  of  if ,     SteeVens* 

^  Fall^  and  ceafe  /]  This  exclamation  of  Albany,  fike  the 
other,  may  have  a  meaning  affixed  to  it.  He  is  looking  with  at- 
ttntioni  on  the  pains  employed  by  Lear  to  recover  his  child,  and 
knows  to  what  miferies  he  muft  furvive,  when  he  finds  them  ta 
be  ineffedual.  Having  thefe  images  prefent  to  his  eye*  and  ima- 
gination, he  cries  out.  Rather  fall^  and  ceafe  ta  he^  at  once^  than 
continue  in  exiflence  only  to  he  ivretched.  So,  in  AlVs  Well^  &C-  to 
€eafe  is  ufed  for  to  die :  and  in  Hamlet^  the  death  of  raajefty  i» 
called  "  the  ceafe  of  majefty," 

Again,  in  jell's  Well  that  Ends  Well: 

*'  Or,  ere  they  meet,  in  me,  O  nature,  ceafe  ! 

"  Botll 
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Leark  This  feather  ft irs  *  1  Ihe  lives  !  ifithefo>^ 
It  is  a  chafice  that  does  redeem  all  forrows 
That  ever  I  have  felt.  ^ 

. ,  Kent.  O  my  good  matter !  l&ieeling. 

Lear.  Pr'ythee,  away. 

Edg.  *Tis  noble  Kent^  your  friend* 

Lear.  A  plague  upon  you>  murderers^  traitors  all ! 
.  I  might  have  fav'd  her ;  now  fliers  gone  for  ever !— i* 
Cordelia,  Cordelia,  ftay  a  little*     Ha! 
What  ii5*t  thou  fay'ft  ? — Her  voice  was  ever  foft. 
Gentle,  and  low ;  an  excellent  thing  in  woman  :— ■ 
I  kiird  the  flave  that  was  a  hanging  thee* 

Gent.  'Tis  true,  my  lords^  he  did. 

Lear.  Did  I  not,  fellow  ? 
I  have  feen  the  day  %  with  my  good  biting  faul- 

chion 
I  would  have  made  them  Ikip  :  I  am  old  now. 
And  thefe  fame  croffes  fpoil  me.— Who  are  you  ? 
Mine  eyes  are  none  o'  the  beft : — 1*11  tell  you  ftraight. 
.  Kent.  If  fort^ine  brag  of  two  Ihc  lov*d  and  hated. 
One  of  them  we  behold. 

**  Both  fuffer  under  this  complaint  you  bring, 
**  And  both  fhall  ceq/ij  without  your  remedy.** 

Steevens. 
•  This  feather  Jiirs  ; — ]  So,  in  Fittoria  CoromBona^  1612: 
**  Fetch  a  looking-glafs,  fee  if  his  breath  will  not  ftain  it ;  or 
pull  iome  feathers  from  my  pillow,  and  lay  them  to  his  lips.'* 

Steevens. 
•  I  have  feen  the  day^  voith  my  good  biting  faulchion 
I  would  hafve  made  them  flip  ^^'-^'l 
It  is  difficult  for  an  author  who  never  perufes  his  firft  works,  to 
avoid  repeating  fome  of  the  fame  thoughts  in  his  later  produ6tion8. 
What  Lear  has  juft  faid,  had  been  anticipated  by  Juffice  Shallow 
in  xheMeny  Wtves  of  Wlndfor:  **  I  have  fecn  the  time, with 
my  long  fword  I  would  have  made  you  four  tall  fellows  ftip  like 
rats."    It  is  again  repeated  in  Othello : 
«<  I  have  feen  the  day 

*^  That  with  this  little,  arm  ana  this  good  fword 
**  I  have  made  my  way,  &c,"    StEEVENS. 

Vol.  IX.  O  0  l^ar* 
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Lear.  '  This  is  a  dull  fight :  Are  you  liot  Kent  ? 

Kent.  The  fame ;  your  fervant  Kent : 
Where  is  yout  fervant  Caius  ? 

Lear.  He*s  a  good  fellow,  I  can  tell  you  that ; 
He'll  ftrike,  and  quickly  too : — He's  dead  and  rotten, 

Kent.  No,  my  good  lord ;  I  am  the  very  man  ;— ;• 

Lear.  I'll  fee  that  ftraight. 

Kent.  That,  from  your  firft  *  of  diflference  and  decay. 
Have  followed  your  fad  fteps. 

Lear.  You  are  welcome  hither.    . 

Kent.  Nor  no  man  elfe ;  all's  cheerlefs,  dark,  and 
deadly. — 
Your  eldeft  daughters  have '  fore-doom'd  thcmfelves. 
And  dcfper^tely  are  dead. 
'     Lear.  Ay,  fo  I  think. 

AW.  He  knows  not  what  he  fays  ♦ ;  and  vain  it  is 
That  we  prefent  us  to  him. 

Edg.  very  bootlefs. 

Enter  a  Mejfenger, 

,  Mef>  Edmund  is  dead,  my  lord. 
Mb.  That's  but  a  trifle  here. 


■  nis  is  a  dull  fight.  ]  This  pafTage  ii  wtndng  in  Che 

quartos.    Steevens. 

»  ^  difference  and  decay ^1  Decay  for  misfortunes. 

WARBURTOir. 

The  quartot  read : 

That  from  your  life  of  difference  and  decay.    Steevens. 
^  3  fore-doom'd  them/elves^  Thus  the  quartos.     The 

folio  reads  y'  ■  fordone. 

H^ytfore'doom^d  themfelves  is — have  anticipated  their  own  doom« 
To  fordo  is  to  deilroy.  So,  in  Taylor^  the  water-poet's  character 
of  a  flrumpet : 

**  So  defperately  had  nt^tr  fordone  themfelves." 
Again,  in  A  Warning  for  faire  Women^  &c.  1599  :  **  Speak; 
who  has  done  this  deed  ?  thou  hall  not  fordone  thyfeu,  haft  thou  V* 

Steeveks. 
♦  -i.^— ^^fays,]  The  quartos  read—— hey?«,  which  may  be 
t^eht.    Steevens, 

You 
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You  lords,  and  noble  friends,  know  our  intents 

*  What  comfort  to  this  great  deciay  may  comei^ 
Shall  be  applyM  :  For  uSj  we  will  refign. 
During  the  life  of  this  old  majefty> 

To  him  our  abfolute  powers — You>  to  your  rights  ; 

[To  Edgar. 

*  With  boot,  and  fuch  addition  as  your  honours 
Have  more  than  merited. — All  friends  Ihall  tafte 
The  wages  of  their  virtue,  and  all  foes 

The  cup  of  their  defervings* — O,  fee,  fee ! 

Leark  ^  And   my  poor  fool  is  hang'd !  No,  no, 

no  life : 
Why  fliould  a  dog,  a  horfe,  a  fat  have  life, 
And  thou  no  breath  at  all  ?  O,  thou  wilt  come  no 

more. 
Never,  never,  never,  never,  never  !— 

*  Pray  you,  undo  this  button  :  Thank  you,  fin- 

Do 

s  )fi?ai  tomfort  h  this  great  (iecay,  may  come,f\  Decay,  for  de* 
fblation.    War  bur  ton. 

This  great  decay  it  Lear,  whom  Shakefpcare  poetically  calls 
fo,  and  means  the  fame  as  if  he  had  f^id,  this  piece  of  decayed 
royalty^  this  ruined  majejiy.     Steevens. 

*  IVith  hoot^ — ]  With  advantage,  with  increafe.    Johnson. 

^  Andmy  poor  fool  is  hanged  I-'^^'l  This  is  an  expreflion  of 
tendernefs  for  his  dead  Cordelia  (not  his  fool,  as  fome  have 
thought)  on  whoib  lips  he  is  Aill  intent,  and  died  away  while 
he  is  fearching  for  life  there.    Steevens. 

*  Pray you^  undo  this  ^utton.-^--']  The  rev.  Dr.  J.  Warton  ju- 
dicioufly  obferves,  that  the  fwclling  afid  heaving  of  the  heart  Is 
defcribed  by  this  moii.  exprefGve  circumflance. 

So,  in  the  Honefi  La^iyer,   1619: 

*'  oh  my  heart  !  — 

**  It  beats  fo  it  has  Itroke  my  iuttons.** 
A  ga^itif  in  K.  Richard  111: 

<•  Ah,  cut  my  lace  afunder, 

**  That  my  pent  heart  may  have  fome  fcope  to  bcat^ 

"  Or  elfe  I  fwoon  with  this  dead-killing  news  !'* 
Again,  in  The  Winter^ s  Tale : 

**  O,  cut  my  lace ;  left  my  heart,  cracking  it, 

•*  Break  too!".. 

O  o  2  And, 
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Do  you  fee  this  ?  Look  on  her,  look  on  her  llp^ 
Look  there,  look  there  !— —  [^ffe  dies. 

Edg.  He  faints  ; — ^My  lord,  my  lord, 

Kent.  Break,  heart ;  I  pr'ythce,  break  ! 

Edg^  Look  up,  my  lord, 

Kent.  Vex  not  his  ghoft :    O,  let  him  pafs  I  he 
hates  him. 
That  would  upon  the  rack  of  this  tough  world  • 
Stretch  him  out  longer. 

Edg.  O,  he  is  gone,  indeed. 
V  Kent.  The  wonder  is,  he  hath  cndur'd  fo  long  : 
He  but  ufurp*d  his  life. 

"  Jlh.  Bear  them  from  hence. — Our  prefent  buiinefa 
Is  general  woe.     ■  Friends  of  my  foul,  you  twain 

[7i  !&«/,  and  Edgar. 
Rule  in  this  realm,  and  the  gor'd  flate  fuftain. 

Kent.  I  have  a  journey,  fir,  fliortly  to  go ; 
My  mafter  calls,  and  *  I  muft  not  fay,  no. 

Jlh,  '  The  weight  of  this  fad  time  we  muft  obey  ; 

Speak 

and,  as  Mr«  Malone  adds,  from  N.  Field's  Jl  Womat^s  a  Wtatbtr* 
€Oik^  1612  :  V 

*•        « '^fwell  heart !  luttons  fly  open !   ^ 
•*  Thanks  gentle  doublet, — elfe  my  heart  had  broke." 

Steevens. 

9  ^^this  tough  ivorUJ]  Thus  all  the  old  copies.  Mr.  Pope 
changed  it  to  rougby  but,  perhaps,  without  necemty.  This  tough 
world  is  this  obdurate  rigid  world.     Steeveiu. 

'  "^-^ Friends  of  my  foul^-^-^  ]  A  Spanifh  phrafe.  Amigo  it 
mi  alma.    War  bur  ton  • 

»  •  I  mujt  not  fay  ^  «<?•]  The  modern  editors  have  fup- 

pofed  that  Kent  expires  after  he  has  repeated  thefe  two  lafl  lines  ; 
but  the  fpeech  rather  appears  to  be  meant  for  a  defpairing  than 
a  dying  man ;  and  as  the  old  editions  ^ve  no  marginal  diredion 
for  his  death,  I  have  forborn  to  infert  any. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  retracting  a  declaration  which  I  had 
formerly  made  on  the  faith  of  another  perfon,  viz.  that  the 
quartos,  1608,  were  exactly  alike.  I  have  fince  difcovered  that 
ihey  vary  one  from  another  in  many  inftances.    Steevens. 

'  The  'weight  of  this  fad  time^  &c.]  This  (peech  from  the  au- 
thority of  the  old  quarto  is  rightly  placed  to  Albany :  in  the 
edition  by  the  players,^  it  is  given  to  Edgar,  by  whom,  I  doubt 

not, 
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Speak  what  we  feel,  not  what  we  ought  to  fay. 
The  oldeft  hath  borne  moft  :  we,  that  arc  young. 
Shall  never  fee  fo  much,  nor  live  fo  long; 

[^Exeunt^  zvith  a  dead  march. 

not,  it  was  of  cuflom  fpoken.  And  the  cafe  was  this:  he  who 
played  Edgar,  being  a  more  favourite  adbr  than  he  who'per- 
Ibrmed  Albany,  in  fpite  of  decorum  it  was  thought  proper  he 
ihould  have  the  lait  word.    Theobald. 

THE  tragedy  of  Lear  is  defervedly  celebrated  among  the 
dranias  of  Shakefpeare.  There  is  perhaps  no  play  which 
keeps  the  attention  fo  ilrongly  fixed  %  which  fo  much  agitates 
our  pailions  and  interefts  our  curiofity«  The  artful  involutions 
of  diflin£l  interefts,  the  ftriking  oppoiition  of  contrary  charac- 
ters, the  fudden  changes  of  fortune,  and  the  quick  fucceflion 
of  events,  fill  the  mind  with  a  perpetual  tumult  of  indignation, 
.pity,  and  hope.  There  is  nb  fcene  which  does  not  contribute  to 
the  aggravation  of  the  dillrefs  or  conduct  of  the  action,  and 
icarce  a  line  which  does  not  conduce  to  the  progrcfs  of  the 
fcene.  So  powerful  is  the  current  of  the  poet's  imagination,  that 
the  mind,  which  once  ventures  within  it,  is  hurried  irreiiflibly 
along*  ^  . 

On  the  feeming  improbability  of  Lear's  conduA,  it  may  be  ob- 
ierved,  that  he  is  reprefented  according  to  hi^ories  at  that  time 
vulgarly  received  as  true.  And,  perhaps,  if  we  turn  our  thoughts 
upon  the  barbarity  and  ignorance  of  the  age  to  which  this  flory  is 
referred,  it  will  appear  net  fo  unlikely  as  while  we  eftimateiLfear's 
manners  by  our  own.  Such  preference  of  one  daughter  to  an- 
other, or  refignation  of  dominion  on  fuch  conditions,'  would  be 
yet  credible,  if  told  of  a  petty  prince  of  Guinea  or  Madagafcar. 
ohakefpeare,  indeed,  by  the  mention  of  his  earls  and  dukes,  has 
given  us  the  idea  of  times  more  civilized,  and  of  life  regulated 
by  fofter  manners  \  and  the  truth  is,  that  though  he  fo  nicely 
difcriminates,  and  fo  minutely  defcribes  the  chara6lers  of  men, 
he  commonly  neglects  and  confounds  the  characters  of  ages,  by 
mingling  cuitoms  ancient  and  modern,  Englifh  and  foreign.  * 
'  My  learned  friend  Mr.  Warton,  who  has  in  the  Ad'venturer 
very  minutely  criticifed  this  play,  remarks,  that  the  inftances  of 
cruelty  are  too  favage  and  Ihocking,  and  that  the  intervention  of 
Edmund  deftroys  the  fimplicity  of  the  ftory.  Thefe  objedtions 
may,  I  think,  be  anfwered,  by  repeating,  that  the  cruelty  of  the 
daughters  is  an  hiftorical  faa,  to  which  the  poet  has  added 
]ittle,  having  only  drawn  it  in^o  a  feries  by  dialogue  and  adion. 
Sut  I  am  not  able  to  apologize  with  equal  plaulibiiity  foi"  the  ex« 
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trufion  of  Glofter's  eyes,  which  feems  an  2&  too  homd  to  be 

endured'in  dramatic  exhibition,  and  fuch  as  mud  always  compel 
the  mind  to  relieve  its  diftrefs  by  incredulity.  Yet  let  it  be  re-, 
membered  that  our  author  well  knew  what  would  pleafe  the  au- 
dience for  which  he  wrote. 

The  injury  done  by  Edmund  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  a6lion  is 
abundantly  recompenfed  by  the  addition  of  variety,  by  the  art 
with  whi9h  he  is  piade  to  co-operate  with  the  chief  deugn,  and 
th9  opportunity  which  he  gives  the  poet  of  combining  perfidy 
with  perfidy,  and  conncdHng  the  wicked  fon  with  the  wicked 
daughters,  to  Imprcfs  this,  important  moral,  that  villainy  is  never 
at  a  flop,  that  crimes  lead  to  crimes,  and  at  lafl  terminate  in 
ruin. 

But  though  this  moral  be  incidentally  enforced,  Shakefpearc 
has  fuffered  the  virtue  of  Cordelia  to  perifli  in  a  jufl  caufe,  con- 
trary to  the  natural  ideas  of  juftice,  to  the  hope  of  the  reader, 
and,  what  is  yet  more  ftrange,  to  the  faith  of  chronicles.     Yet 
this<:ondu6t  isjuflified  by   The  Spe^ator^  who  blames  Tate  iot 
giving  Cordelia  fuccefs  and  happmefs  in  his  alteration,  and  de- 
clares, that,  in  his  opinion,  the  tragedy  has  loft  half  its  beauty* 
Dennis  has  remarked,  whether  juftly  or  not,  that,  to  fecure  the 
favourable  reception  of  Cato^  the  tmvn  ixyas  polfoned  'with  much 
falfe  and  abominable  critici/nty  and  that  endeavours  had  been  ufed 
to  difcredit  and  decry  poetical  juilice.     A  play  in  which  the 
wicked  profper,    snd  the  virtuoi.is  mifca'rry,  may  doubtlefs  be 
good,  becaufe  it  is  a  juft  reprefentaVion  of  the  common  events  of 
human  life :  but  fince  all  reafonable  beings  naturally  love  jufHce, 
I  cannot  eafily  be  perfuaded,  that  the  obfervation  of  juflice  makes 
a  play  worfe ;  or,  that  if  other  excellencies  are  equal,  the  au- 
dience will  not  always  rife  better  pleated  from  the  final  triumph 
of  perfecuted  virtue. 

In  the  prefeiit  cale  the  public  has  decided  f ,  Cordelia,  from 
the  time  of  Tate,  has  always  retired  with  vi6lory  and  felicity. 
And,  if  my  fenfations  could  add  any  thing  to  the  general  fuf- 
fraee,  I  might  relate,  I  was  many  years  ago  fo  {hocked  by  Cor- 
delia's death,  that  I  kndvv  not  whether  I  ever  endured  to  read 
again  the  lail  fcenes  of  the  play  till  I  undertook  to  revife  them  as 
^n  editor.  ' 

There  is  another  controverfy  among  the  critics  concerning  this 
play.  It  is  difputed  whether  the  predominant  image  iii  Lear's 
dlfordered  mind  be  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom  or  the  cruelty  of  his 

f  Dr.  John  fon  (hould  rather  have  faid  that  the  managers  of  the 
theatresf^royi^l  have  decided,  and  the  public  has.  been  obligec^to  ac- 
quiefce  in  their  decilion.  The  altered  play  has  the  upper  gallery 
on  its  nde;  the  original  drama  was  patronized  by  Addifon  t 

Vidrix  cauia  Dii^  placuit,  M  vi^a  Caioni,    Stsev^ ns. 

daugh- 


KING     LEAR;         567 

daughters*  Mr.  M urj)Iiy,  a  very  judicious  critic,  has  evinced 
by  indu6i:ioii  of  ]>articular  palTages,  that  the  cruelty  of  his 
daughters  is  the  primary  fource  of  his  diftrefs,  and  that  the  lofs 
of  ro3ralty  affe6l8  him  only  as  a  fecondary  and  fubordinate  evil. 
He  obferves  with  great  juftnefs,  that  Lear  would  move  our  com- 
paffion  but  little,  did  we  not  rather  confider  the  injured  father 
than  'the  degraded  king. 

The  ftory  of  this  play,  except  the  epifode  of  Edmund,  which 
is  derived,  I  think,  from  Sidney,  is  taken  originally  from  GeofFry 
of  Monmouth,  whom  Holingflied  generally  copied  ;  but  perhaps 
immediately  from  an  old  hiuorical  ballad.  My  reafon  for  be- 
lieving/that the  play  was  poilerior  to  the  ballad,  rather  than  the 
ballad  to  the  play,  is,  that  the  ballad  has  nothing  of  Shakefpeare^s 
no6iumal  tempeft,  which  is  too  Ariking  to  have  been  omitted, 
and  that  it  follows  the  chronicle ;  it  has  the  .rudiments  of  the 
plsnr,  but  none  of  its  amplifications  :  it  firfl  hinted  Liear's  mad- 
nefi,  but  did  not  array  it  in  drcuraftances.  The  writer  of  the 
ballad  added  fomething  to  the  hiilory,  which  is  a  proof  that  he 
would  have  added  more,  if  more  had  occurred  to  his  mind,  and 
more  muil:  have  occurred  if  he  had  feen  Shakefpeare. 

Johnson* 
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A  kmmabU  SONG  «/  tht  Death  of  King  Uif  and  bii 

Three  Daughters* 

V 

'  King  Leir  once  ruleid  in  this  l^nd. 

With  princely  power  ^nd  peace  ; 
And  had  all  things  with  heart's  content. 

That  might  his  joys  increafe. 
AVnongA  thofe  things  that  nature  gave. 

Three  daughters  fair  had  he, 
So  princely  feeming  beautiful, 

As  fairer  could  not  be* 

So  on  a  time  it  pleasM  the  king 

A  qvieflion  thus  to  move, 
Which  of  his  daughters  to  his  grace 

Could  fhew  the  dearefi  love : 
For  to  my  age  you  bring  content. 

Quoth  he,  then  let  me  hear 

Which  of  you  three  in  plighted  troth 
The  l^indefl  \vill  appear, 

To  whom  the  eldeft  thus  begnn  3 

Dear  father,  mind,  quoth  flie. 
Before  your  face,  to  do  you  good, 

My  hlood.fliall  render'd  be  : 
And  for  your  fake  my  bleeding  heart 

Shall  here  be  cut  in  twain, 
Ere  that  I  fee  your  reverend  age 

The  fmallef):  grief  fuflain* 

*  Kifig  Letr,  &c.]  This  ballad  is  given  from  an  ancient  copy  in  thf 
GcUat  Garland,  black  letter.  To  the  tune  of.  When  flying  Tame,  I| 
IS  here  reprinted  from  Dr.  Percy's  Relhues  0/  ancient  E/igU/h  Poetry. 

Vol.  I.  Thiid  Edit.    ST£fiV£WS.  '        ^ 
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And  fo  will  I,  the  fecond  laid  ; 

Dear  father,  for  your  (ake. 
The  worft  of  all  extremities 

I'll  gently  undertake : 
And  ferve  your  highnefs  night  and  day 

With  diligence  and  love ; 
That  fweet  content  and  quietnefg 

Difcomforts  may  remove. 

In  doing  fo,  you  glad  my  foul. 

The  aged  king  reply'd  j 
But  what  fayft  thou,  my  youngeft  giri. 

How  is  thy  love  ally'd  ? 
My  love  (quoth  young  Cordelia  then) 

Which  to  your  grace  I  owe, 
Shall  be  the  duty  of  a  child, 

And  that  is  all  Til  ihow. 

And  wilt  thou  fhew  no  more,  quodi  he^ 

Than  doth  thy  duty  bind  ?    . 
J  well  perceive  thy  love  is  fmall^ 

When  as  no  more  I  find  : 
Henceforth  I  banifh  thee  my  court. 

Thou  art  no  child  of  mine ; 
J»Tor  any  part  of  ^his  my  realm 

By  favour  (hall  be  thine. 

Thy  elder  fitters  loves  are  more 

Then  well  I  can  demand, 
To  whom  I  equj^lly  beftow 

My  kingdome  and,  my  land. 
My  pompal  flate  and  all  my  good^i^ 

That  lovingly  I  may 
With  thofe  thy  fifters  be  maintab'4 

Vmil  my  dyipg  d^y. 
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Thut  flattVing  ipeeches  won  renown 

By  thefe  two  fillers  here  : 
The  third  had  caufelefs  banilhment^ 

Yet  was  her  love  more  dear ; 
For  poor  Cordelia  patiently 

Went  wand'ring  up  and  down, 
UnhelpM,  unpityM,  gentle  maid. 

Through  many  an  Englifh  town. 

Until  at  laft  in  famous  France 

She  gentler  fortunes  found ; 
Though  poor  and  bare,  yet  (he  was  deem'd 

The  faired  on  the  ground : 
Where  when  the  king  her  virtues  heard. 

And  this  fair  lady  feen, 
With  full  confent  of  all  his  court 

He  made  his  wife  and  queen. 

Her  father,  old  king  Leir,  this  while 

With  his  two  daughters  fiaid ; 
Forgetful  of  their  promised  loves. 

Full  foon  the  fame  decay'd ; 
And  living  in  queen  Ragan's  court, 

The  eldeft  of  the  twain, 
She  took  from  him  his  chiefeft  means. 

And  mod  of  all  his  train, 

For  whereas  twenty  men  were  wont 

To  wsut  with  bended  knee : 
She  gave  allowance  but  to  ten, 

And  after  fcarce  to  three : 
Nay,  one  ihe,  thought  too  much  for  him : 

So  took  ihe  all  away. 
In  hope  that  in  her  court,  good  kbg. 

He  would  no  longer  ftay. 
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Am  I  rewarded  thus,  quoth  he, 

In  giving  all  I  hare 
Unto  my  children,  and  to  beg 

For  what  1  lately  gave  ? 
I'll  go  unto  my  Gonorell ; 

My  fecond  child,  I  know. 
Will  be  more  kind  and  pitiful, 

And  will  relieve  my  woe. 

Full  faft  he  hies  then  to  her  court ; 

Where  when  (he  hears  his  moan 
Returned  him  anfwer,  That  fhe  grier'd 

That  all  his  means  were  gone  : 
But  no  way  could  relieve  his  wants  ; 

Yet  if  that  he  would  ftay 
Within  h^r  kitchen,  he  (hould  have 

What  fcuUions  gave  way* 

When  he  had  heard  with  bitter  tears, 

He  made*his  anfwer  then  ; 
In  what  I  did  let  nfie  be  made 

Example  to  all  men. 
I  will  return  again,  quoth  he, 

Unto  my  Ragan's  court ; 
She  will  not  ufe  me  thus,  I  hope, 

But  in  a  kinder  fort. 

Where  when  fhe  came,  (he  gave  command 

To  drive  him  thence  away ; 
When  he  was  well  within  her  court, 

(She  faid)  he  would  not  ftay. 
Then  back  again  to  Gonorell 

The  woeful  king  did  hie," 
That  in  her  kitchen  he  might  have 

What  fcuUion  boys  fet  by. 
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But  there  of  that  he  was  denyM, 

Which  (he  had  promifed  late  : 
For  once  refufing,  he  ihould  not 

Come  after  to  her  gate. 
Thus  *twixt  his  daughters,  for  relief 

He  wander'd  up  and  down ; 
Being  glad  to  feed  on  beggar's  food. 

That  lately  wore  a  crown. 

^nd  calling  to  remembrance  then 

His  youngeft  daughter's  words, 
That  faid,  the  duty  of  a  child 

Was  all  that  love  affords  : 
But  doybting  to  repair  to  her, 

Whom  he  had  banilh'd  fo. 
Grew  frantic  mad ;  for  in  his  mind 

He  bore  the  wounds  of  woe* 

Which  made  him  rend  his  milk-white  locks 

And  treffes  from  his  head, 
And  all  with  blood  beftain  his  cheeks. 

With  age  and  honour  fprcad : 
To  hills  and  woods  and  wat'iy  founts. 

He  made  his  hourly  moan. 
Till  hills  and  woods  and  fenfelefs  things, 

Did  feem  to  figh  and  groan. 

Even  thus  poffefs'd  with  difcontents, 

He  pafled  o'er  to  France, 
In  hope  from  fair  Cordelia  there 

To  find  ibme  gentler  chance  : 
Moft  virtuous  dame  !  which  when  fhe  heard 

Of  this  her  father's  grief, 
As  duty  bound,  fhe  quickly  fent 

Him  con)fort  and  relief; 
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And  by  a  train  of  noble  p^rs, 

In  brave  and  gallant  fort. 
She  gave  in  charge  he  (hould  be  brought 

To  Aganippus'  court ; 
Whofe  royal  king,  with  noble  mind^ 

So  freely  gave  confent, 
To  mufter  up  his  knights  at  arms^ 

To  fame  and  courage  bent. 

And  fo  to  England  came  iirith  (peed. 

To  repoiTefs  king  Lieir, 
And  drive  his  daughters  from  their  thronet 

By  his  Cordelia  dear : 
Where  (he,  true  hearted  noble  queen. 

Was  in  the  battle  (lain  : 
Yet  he,  good  king,  in  his  old  days, 

Foflefs'd  his  crown  again* 

But  when  he  heard  Cordelia's  death. 

Who  dy*d  indeed  for  love 
Of  her  dear  lather,  in  whofe  caufe 

She  did  this  battle  move ; 
He  fwooning  fell  upon  her  breaff. 

From  whence  he  never  parted: 
But  on  her  bofom  left  his  life,  i 

That  was  fo  truly  hearted. 

The  lords  dnd  nobles  when  they  im 

The  ends  of  thefe  events, 
The  other  Mers  unto  death 

They  doomed  by  confents  ; 
And  bemg  dead  their  crowns  they  left 

Unto  the  next  of  km : 
Thus  have  you  feen  the  fall  of  pride, 

And  difobedient  fin.  JoBiiaoir, 
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